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Trenton, Sept. 22. 
%xtra8s 0/ Letters from Mejl Cruger (one of the Memhers fir Briftol, 
in England) and Mallard/a Mr. John Perry, Merchant, in Ntiv- 
Terky which were found on Board the Love and Unity, brought int* 
Toms River, 



Briftol, March 2, 1 778. 

WE arc already f© involved by 
the unfortunate American 
»var, that in every future plan of 
bnfinefs we mull fee our 'way quite 
clear ; as prudent and honeft men, 
nve are called upon to be cautious 
and vigilant. Many people now in 
England fear for the city of New- 
York, that the Americans will re- 
poflefs it ; fuch an event muj have 
the moft ruinous confequences. In 
Jhort, we have tried to do a little bu- 
ftnefs, and we have fent one or two 
cargoes to America, principally as 
speculations on our own accounts. 
Wc di4 not then fee things in that 
ferious light they now appear to us, 

Briftol, March 2. Infurance to A- 
flnerica. is not lowered fince we did the 
Albion^, but higher. Several vef- 
fels gone^and going to America pay 
from fifteen to-eignteen guineas per 
cent, and have notwithllanding a 
freight given ' them of four pounds 
flerling per ton. 

Briftol, March 31. Things are 
very bad, and confidences quite done, 
owing to fome failures. Sir James" 
J^aroche and Mr. Thomas Franks 

Vo*. VII, 



both for confiderable Aims, and their 
affairs likely to turn cut bad as to di- 
vidends. The public fituation of na- 
tional concerns have alfo an effedl on 
general credit. Every merchant is 
talked of. You will ufe every effect, 
to haflen your remittances, for ob- 
vious reafons. 

The declaration of war has not yet 
taken place. Politicians fay, Eng- 
land wants to force France to declare 
firlt. An embargo is laid on both 
naes, and men prefled for the navy 
from all protections. War fee ms un- 
avoidable, and yet no period can be 
fixed for its regular commencement. 
Spain will join France when we be- 
gin there is no doubt. 

This, information will haften you 
to clofe the falcs of all our effects inv 
your hands, with all convenient and 
neceffary fpeed, for fear of any turn 
in affairs at New-York or Philadel- 
phia that may render thofe cities in- 
fecure, by giving them new mailers, 
once more. Remit all you can, and 
as foon as you can, is our advice. 

Briftol, May 5. We mall have very 
large fums to pay in September, Oc- 
tober, November, and December, 

£ for 
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for the Albion's and Neptune's goods ; 
and unlefs you fo manage matters as 
to remit us to anfwer thofe demands, 
we mull be at a Hand. Credit and 
confidence are quite gone ; and the 
Bank of England is fo fit ua ted as to 
afford little or no aid to merchants 
even of the firft CQnfequCnc**in Lon- 
don 1 ;• io\ that 'xtfrfrajs; jankers are 
driven "to extremities ajmeft, and 
jner^hpnjsyknbtflhot V^th. V»y to 
tprnlfof Inioiiey: :..*-* 

Further particulars refpe&ing the 

death of Lieutenant Brown. (§ee, 

preceding Volume, page 346".) 

Cambridge t June 18, 1778, 3 o'clock, 

P.M. 

Sir, 

Lieutenant Brown, of the 21ft re- 
giment, who was fhot yefterday by 
an American fentinel, died about 
midnight in the laft night. 

I am informed fome perfon whom 
you have fent to examine the body, is 
now. doing it: and, as I fuppofe, 
every infpettion of that fort will be 
over by to-morrow, I would propofe 
to bury the corpfe to-morrow even- 
ing. I am to defire to know if you 
have any objection, and whether you 
have any particular intentions relating 
toth# body of the murdered officer. 
If it is to be allowed Chriftian burial, 
I would wifh to depofit it in the vault 
appropriated for ftrangers in the Pro- 
teftant church at Cambridge. In 
this cafe I am to defire you will give 
the neceflary permiflion for this pur- 
pofe, and allow a fufficient number 
of men from the barracks to aflift in 
carrying down the corpfe from the 
barracks to the church. 

As I am totally ignorant to whom 
it may be neceflary to apply for leave 
to open the church, it obliges me to 
give you this trouble, and I hope, if 
permiflion is granted, that it .wilj be 
done fo fully as will prevent the fan- 
guinary people of this country^ from 
infulting and treating with indignity 
the dead body of the unfortunate 



officer, who, in their rage, revenge* 
ful temper and barbarity, they havQ 
put to death. 

I am Sir, 
Yonr moft obedient humble fervant, 
(Signed) W\ Phillips. 

Major-general Heath • 

Head-Quarters, Bojlon % June Ijj 

I77h 
Sir, 

Yours of yefterday afternoon wa» 
handed to me the lail evening — «I 
nioft fincerely regret the unfortunate 
death of Lieutenant Brown. 

As I apprehend the coroner has 
taken his inquifition, or will do \t 
this morning, which is in conformity 
to the Jaws of the land in that caie 
made and provided, for the folepur- 
pofe of inveftigating the truth *of 
facts. You not only have my per-, 
miflion, but requeft that every mark 
of refpett may be paid to the corpfe 
pf the., deceafed ; and you have my 
permiflion alfo for fuch a number of 
non-commiflipned officers or privates 
to attend, as may be neceflary te bear 
the corpfe from the funeral houfe tg» 
the place of interment. 

I do not know under whofe direct 
tion the church at Cambridge now is, 
but I have given orders to Major 
Hopkins and the Town -Major to 
afford every kind of afliflance in their 
power, and to enquire who has the 
direction, and to obtain permiflion. 
I have a|fo given orders that decency 
be exhibiteaby our troops during thp 
time of proceffion and interment, 
which the folemnity of fo mournful 
an occafiqn points out as the duty of 
rational beings; and from the uni- 
verfal refpeclful behaviour of the peo* 
pie of this country on fuch occafions t 
you may be fure that not the }eaft \n* 
fulf will t>e offered, 

I am. Sir, 
Your moll obedient fervant, 
(Signed) W. H e a t H v 

Major-general Phillips, 

Thi 
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tf&e following is in anfnber h a Utter 

of Mr. He AT H V, reftri&ing General 

Phillips to his boufe 7 He . and de* 

Standing a frejh parole. 

Cambridge t June 19, 1778* 
Sir, 

I (hall not animadvert upon, or 
anfwer any part of your letter of yef- 
terday, except what relates to your 
meaning to reflrift me to my houfe* 
garden and yards, and to the direct 
road from my quarters to the quarters 
of the troops of the Convention on 
Profpeft and Winter Hills, and re- 
quiring my figning a new parole for 
my propriety of conduct within thofe 
limits. 

When by the treaty of Convention 
6f Saratoga, the officers were to be 
admitted on parole, it was clearly in- 
tended Aat a liberal interpretation 
was to be given of that agreement, 
and to ufe your own words, generous 
limits were to be granted ; I will not 
deny that they have been fufficient. 

I apprehend, Sir, that under no 
ferife or explanation of the treaty, the 
officers were to be-denied intercourfe 
with the foldiers — indeed there is an 
article particularly on that point—* 
and by redacting me to my quarters, 
allowing me only a paflage to the bar- 
racks by the direct road, you would 
certainly have reftricted me as you 
have done feverai other officers, from 
whom you have taken the benefit of 
their parole, allowing for thedidinc- 
tion of my rank, having obtained a 
quarter inftead of a barrack— it ap- 
peared therefore a very extraordinary 
propofal made to me, that I mould 
fign a parole under a reftriction which 
deprived me of any advantage arrfing 
from my giving one according to the 
article on the fubject of the treaty 
of Convention of Saratoga, and on 
this- confideration I refufed it. 

You have, Sir, made me a prifo* 
ner in my quarters, under a guard, 
and I am perfectly at eafe of mind 
about it — (hall bear it, Sir, and any 
other violences of power which may 
b*fpen to me> with more patience 



thin you may fuppofe—- I am vttf 
regardlefs about intuits and injuries 
done me perfonilly — I feel only, and 
then feverely, when any are offered 
to the troops I command. 

But, Sir, you attempt at mnch 
more than reftricting my perfon j for 
in a paper fent me this day, being 
your inductions to Lieut. Col. Pol- 
lard, dated June 18th, 1778, you 
direct him after he has planted fenti- 
nels round my quarters, that he is to 
" wait on the next fenior officer, and 
acquaint him of Gen. Phillips being 
confined"— I am to inform you, Sir, 
that bearing the King's commiffion, 
I lhall confider myfelf fenior officer of* 
the troops of the Convention— and 
every officer of them will obey my 
orders as far as their prefent fituation 
will allow. — You may confine my 
perfon, bat cannot have power to 
take from me my military place, nor 
my connexion with the Convention 
troops— it is too* extravagant an idea 
to fuppofe you capable of fo little, 
can it be in the power of an individual 
to deprive me of the commiffion I 
hold. That were thefe colonies really 
acknowledged independent and fove- 
reign dates, it would not be in the 
power of their government to deprive 
an officer of another nation of his mi- 
litary commiffion, how far foever they 
might ftretch and extend their power 
over his perfon. — But, Sir, Imuftb* 
allowed to declare, that until the co- 
lonies are acknowledged by Great 
Britain to be independent fovereign 
dates, I cannot view them in any 
other light than that in which they are 
confldered by Great Britain. 

As you will not allow me to fend 
an officer to Sir Henry Clinton, I mull 
requeft to take advantage of your ex* 
prefs for fending my report and repre- 
sentations to him, and I will beg to 
know when I mud fend you my let- 
ters. I am, Sir, 

Your moil obedient, 

humble fervant, 

(Signed) W, Paiuips, 

Major-general H$*th+ 

B a AW- 
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Head-quarters , Bojlon, June 20, 1778. 

SIR, 

Another of your favours of yefter- 
clay was handed to me this morning, — 
you may be afiured that the reafon of 
my reftricting you to your quarters the 
day before yefterday was perfonally no 
agreeable fervice. — Duty to the honour 
and dignity of my country, made it 
indifpenfibly necefTary. Apprehend- 
ing that fo great a reftriction from 
your former limits as I pointed out 
might be conftrued by you a difTolu- 
iion of your parole, I thought it 
necefTary and alfo advifeable that you 
fhould give a new one. I wifhed that 
you might retain your quarters, and 
at the fame time have a free inter- 
courfe with the troops who are quar- 
tered at a diftance from you ; this 
diftance is fo confiderable that a 
parole is necefTary. I acknowledge 
that by the Convention you are to be 
admitted on parole, an^ this parole is 
for propriety of conduct under fuch 
admittance; but that parole being 
forfeited by mifconduct, ceafes to be,, 
and confinement in proportion tp the 
offence no breach of ths Convention, 
but fully, juftif.r.ble upon every prin- 
ciple of reafon and juiUce. 

It was never in my idea to take 
away your commifTion, or diffolve 
your connection with the troops of the 
Convention ; but while under confine- 
ment your power of acting might with 
propriety be fufpended, fo far as re- 
ipe&ed the tranfacting of publie bufi- 
nefs between myfelf and you; but 
perfonal regard has . prevented my 
going that length, any farther than to 
notify the next officer of your con- 
finement. 

I do not infift that you as an 
officer in the Britifh army are obliged 
40 View the free, independent and 
fovereign ftates of America in any 
other light than they are acknow- 
ledged oy the government whofe 
fervice you are in. But under your 
prefent fituation and circurriftances, 
I infill .that you fhall not openly iufuH 



the honour and dignity of thcf* 
fovereign dates with impunity. 
I am, Sir, 

your moil obedient fervant, 
(Signed) 

W. Heath, Major-generaL 
Major-general Phillips. 

In Congrefs, July 7, 1 778. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of Congrefs be given to Ge- 
neral Wafhington for the aclivity 
with which he marched from the 
camp at Valley Forge, in purfuit of 
the enemy ; for his diflinguifhed ex- 
ertions in forming the order of battle ; 
and for his great good conduct in 
leading on the attack, and gaining 
the important victory of Monmouth, 
over the Britifh grand army, under 
the immediate command of Lieute- 
nant-general Sir -Henry Clinton, in 
thiir march (torn Philadelphia to 
New- York. 

. Refolved, That General Warning- 
ton be directed to fignify the thanks 
of Congrefs to the gallant officers and 
men under his command, who di- 
flinguifhed themfelves by their con- 
duct and valour at the battle of Mon - 
mouth. 

Extract from the Minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Sec* 
Extrafi of a letter from §cnnedicut> 
dated July io, 1778. 

ys I fencl you the General Order* 
of JnJjy 6th, in General Gates's camp 
at Wnite Plains, 

"The General congratulates the 
troops on the important fuccefs of the 
American army, commanded by his 
Excellency General Wafhington, on 
the 28th of June. , \ he enemy had 
killed on the field 300, many wound*, 
ed, and more than 10a taken pri- 
foners. Deferteis have been more 
numerous than any former war hath 
given an example of." 
Extra& cf a letter from Bofcn, 

J«b ».$•. 

V There has been takea lately by 
a Stolon privateer of twenty ton*, a 

veffel 
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vefel for Quebec ; the atn*mitof the 
invoice is 30,0001. fterling." 

Bofton, July 16, 1778* 
Copy of a letter from General Wash- 
ington to General Ga^es, dated 
Camp, White Plains, July 6, 1778, 
"Of our army, 7 officers, 5* 
tank and file were killed, among 
whom were Colonel Bonner, of Penn- 
fylvania, Major Dickinfon, of Vir- 
ginia ; ] 7 officers, and 1 zo rank 
and file wounded. 

59 killed. 
137 wounded- 

Total 196 
" Of the enemy, 24S rank and 
file were killed and left 03 the field, 
and 4 officers. 

Wounded — — 12 1 1 

Prifoners — *— U 7 

Deferted fincc they left White 1 



Plains 



r 



Total — 2840 
Among the flain was Col. Monkton." 
Philadelphia, July 18. 

Yefterday morning the crew of th« 
Mermaid Britifh frigate, lately drove 
on fhore near Cape Henlopen, were 
brought to this city under guard. 
ExtraB of a letter from Camp, near 
White Plains, July 22. 

" Yefterday, and this day, fifteen 
chafleurs came over to us with their 
horfes and arms. Major Nevill is 
juft now .arrived at head-quarters 
from the Sound, and brings the agree- 
able news of the capture of 27 fail of 
Britifti veffels. It is not yet known 
whether they are tranfportsor armed 
veiTels : doubtlefs part of both," 

Baltimore, July 28. The laft ac- 
count from the State of New- York 
advife, that the grand American ar- 
my, confifting of thirty^nine thoufand 
&*n K were encamped on the White 
Plains, above fixteen miles from 
Kingibridge. 

Extratt of a Meffag$ from "Monfieur 
Gerard to Congrefs* 

His Excellency the Count d'Ef- 



taing, Vice-admiral of Fraace, com*' 
man ding the King's fquadron, is de- 
iirous of enabling all the armaments, 
either public or private, in the 
United States of North-Americay -to 
derive any poflible advantage from 
the operations of this fquadron, in 
order to make prizes of the common 
enemy ; the underwritten has the ho- 
nour to inform Congrefs, that all 
fuch armaments fhall enjoy the moft 
extenfive protections from his Moft 
Chriftian Majefty'a fquadron, and 
that the prizes they may take ihall 
belong to them only, without any di- 
vifion. The mailers of American 
veflels, who apply to his Excellency 
the Vice-admiral, will receive the 
neccflary fignals. 

(Signed) * Gerard. 

£ ublifhed by order of Congrefs, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 

Account of the Ceremony ohfer*ved at 
the fir ft audience gi^v en to Monfieur 
Gerard, Minifter Plenipotentiary 
from the French King to the United 
States of America hy their general 
Congrefs ; a Copy and tranflation of 
the French King's letter to them, 
his Minifies jpeech in Congrefs^ 
nuiih their reply hy the Prefident* 

Philadelphia Auguft 2 1 . 
Laft Thurfday being the day ap- 
pointed by Congrefs for the audience 
of the Sieur Gerard, Minifter Pleni- 
potentiary from his Moft Chriftian 
Majefty, that Minifter received au- 
dience accordingly. In purfuance of 
the ceremonial eftablifhed by Con- 
grefs, the Hon. Richard Henry Lee, 
Efq. one of the delegates from Vir- 
ginia, and the Hon. Samuel Adams, 
Efq. one of the delegates from Maf-i 
fachufetts-bay, in a coach and fix, 
provided by Congrefs, waited upon 
the Minifter at his houfe. In a few 
minutes the Minifter and the two de- 
legates entered the coach, Mr. Lee 
placing himfelf at the Minifter's left, 
hand on the back feat, Mr. Adams 
occupying the front i#at ; the iyiini-t . 

tier's 
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let's chariot bring behind, received 
]& Secretary. The carriages being 
arrived at the State-houfe in this 
city, the two members of Congrefs, 
placing themfelves at the Minifter's 
left hand, a little before one o'clock, 
introduced him to his chair in the 
Congrefs-chamber, the Prefident and 
Congrefc fitting — the Minifter being 
feated, he gave his credentials into 
the hand of his Secretary, who ad- 
vanced and delivered them to the 
Prefident. The Secretary of Con- 
grefs then read and tranilated them ; 
which being done, Mr. Lee an- 
nounced the Minifter to the Prefident 
and Congrefs, at this time, Prefident, 
the Congrefs, and the Minifter rofe 
together : he bowed to the Prefident 
and the Congrefs ; they bowed to 
Jiim; whereupon the whole feated 
themfelves. In a moment, the Mi- 
niftr rofe and made a fpeech to Con- 
grefs, they fitting. The fpeech be- 
ing finished, the Minifter fat down, 
and giving a copy of his fpeech to 
his Secretary, he prefented it to the 
Prefident, The Prefident and the 
Congrefs then rofe, and the Prefident 
pronounced their an fwer to the fpeech ; 
thp Minifter ftanding. The anfwer 
being ended, the whole were again 
ieated, and/ the Prefident giving a 
copy of the anfwer to the Secretary 
cf Congrefs, he prefented it to the 
Minifter. The Prefident, the Con- 
grefs, and Minifter, then again rofe 
together ; the Minifter bowed to the 
Prefident, who returned the falute, 
and then to the Congrefs, who alfo 
bowed in return ; and the Minifter 
having bowed to the Prefident and 
received his bow, he withdrew, and 
was attended home in the fame man- 
ner in which he had been condu&ed 
to the audience. 

; Within the bar of the houfe, the 
Congrefs formed a femi-circle on 
each fide of the Prefident and the 
Minifter : the Prefident fitting at one 
extremity of the circle, at a table 
upon a platform elevated two Heps, 



the Minifter fitting at the oppd{tt6 
extremity of the circle in an arm 
chair upori the fame level with the 
Congrefs. The door of the Con- 
grefs-chamber being thrown open be- 
low the bar, 'about ado gentlemen 
were admitted to the audience, among 
whom were the Vice-prefident of the 
Supreme Executive Council of Penn- 
fylvania, the Supreme Executive 
Council, the Speaker, and members 
of the Houfe of Aflembly, feveral 
foreigners of diftinction, and officers 
of the army. 

. Thus has a new and noble fight 
been exhibited in this new world— 
the reprefentatives of the United. 
States of America, folemnly giving 
public audience to a Minifter Pleni- 
potentiary from the moft powerful 
Prince in Earopel Four years ago 
fuch an event, at fo near a day, was" 
not in the viewreven of imagination-: 
but it is the Almighty who raifeth 
up ; he hath ftationed America 
among ihe powers of the earth, and 
cloathed her in robes of Sove- 
reignty. 

The audience being over, the Con- 
grefs and the Minifter, at a proper 
hour, repaired to an entertainment 
by Congrefs given to the Minifter ; 
at which were prefent by invitation, 
feveral foreigners of diftinction, and 
gentlemen of public character. The 
entertainment was conducted with a 
decorum fuited to the occafion ; and 
gave perfect fatisfaetion to the whole 
company. 

In Congrefs > AuguJI 6* 1778. 

According to order the Honour- 
able the Sieur Gerard being intro- 
duced to an audience by the two 
members for that purpofe appointed, 
and being feated in his chair, his Se- 
cretary delivered to the Prefident a 
letter from his Moft Chriftian Ma- 
jefty, which was read in the words 
following : 

** Very dear great friends and allies, 

" The treaties which we have fign- 

ed with you, in, conference of the 

propofak 
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propofals yonr Commiflioners made 
to us in your behalf, are a certain af- 
furance of our affection for the United 
States in general and for each of them 
in particular, as well as of the inte- 
yeil we take, and conftantly ihall 
take, in their happinefs and profpe- 
rity. It is to convince you more par- 
ticularly of this, that we have nomi- 
.nated the Sieur Serard, Secretary of 
our Council of State, to refide among 
you in the quality of our Minifter 
Plenipotentiary ; he is the better ac- 
quainted with our fentiments toward 
you, and the more capable of teftify- 
mg the fame to you, as he was en- 
trufted on our part to negotiate with 
your Commiflioners, and iigxied with 
them the treaties which cement our 
union. We pray you to give full 
credit to all he fhall communicate te 
you from us, more especially when 
he fhall afTure you of our affection 
and conflant friendihip for you. We 
pray God, very dear great friends 
and allies, to have you in his holy 
keeping. 

Your good. friend and ally, 

(Signed) Louis, 

P&failles, March 28, 177S, 

(Under-figned) 

GRAVIE* p$ VSRCEMNES, 

(Direaed) 
fi our wry dear great friends the 
Prefident and Member $ of the Gene* 
td.Congreft of tfortb-^mtrica. 

The Minifter was then anneunced 
to the Prefident and the Houfe, 
whereupon he arofe and addrefled 
Congrefs in the fpecch, which, when 
he had finifhed, his Secretary deli- 
vered the fame in writing to the Pre- 
sent, as follows: 
" Gentlemen, 

'* The connexion formed by the 
King, my matter, with- the United 
States of America, is fo agreeable to 
him, that he could no longer delay 
fending me tp refide among you for 
the purpofe of cementing it. It will 
give JjU Majefly great ktisfafljon to 
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learn that the fentiments wluch ham 
fhone forth On this occafion, jufcifjr 
that confidence with which he hath 
been infpired by the zeal and charac- 
ter of {he Commiifioners of the United 
States in France, the wifdom and 
fortitude which have directed the re- 
folutions of Congrafs, and the cou- 
rage and perfeverance of the people 
they reprefent ; a confidence which 
you know, gentlemen, has been the 
bafis of that truly amicable and di£~ 
interefted fyftem, on which he ha* 
treated with the United States, 

** It is not his Majefty'^ fault that 
the engagements he hath entered into 
did not eftablifh your independence 
and repofe without the further effa- 
iion of blood, and without aggravate 
ing the calamities of mankind, whofe 
happinefs it is his higheft ambition xm 
promote and iicure. But iince the 
hofiile, meafures and defigns of the 
common enemy have given to engage- 
ments purely eventual, an immediate^ 
pofitive, permanent and indifloluble 
force, it is the opinion of the King 
my mailer, that the allies fhould tnm 
their whole attention to fulfill thofe 
engagements in the manner moll ufe- 
ful to the common caufe, and beS 
calculated to obtain that peace which 
is the object of the alliance. 

" It is upon this principle his Ma- 
jefty hath haftened to iend you a 
powerful affiilance, which you. owe 
only to his friendihip, to the iincere 
regard he has for every thing whick 
relates to the advantage of the United 
States, and to his defire of contribut- 
ing with efficacy to eirablifh your re-* 
pofe and profperity upon an honour* 
able and folid foundation. And fur- 
ther it is his expectation that the prin^ 
ciples which may be adopted by the 
reipeetive Governments, will tend to 
firengthen thofe bonds of union, 
which have originated in the niutum. 
intereft of the two nations. ^^*t 

" The principle object ofinftruc- 
tions is to conned the intereih of 
f ranee with ihfiA of tie United 

State* 
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■ftatet. I flatter myfelf, gentlemen, 
that my paft conduct in the affairs, 
which concern them, hath already 
convinced you of the determination 
I feel te endeavour to obey my in- 
ductions in fuch manner as to de- 
serve the confidence of Congrefs, the 
friendfhip of its members, and the 
#fteem of the citizens of America. 

Gerard." 

To which the Prefident was pleafed 
to return the following anfwer ? 
M Sir, 

♦■ The treaties between his Moft 
Chriftian Majefty and the United 
States of America, fo fully demon- 
ftrace his wifdora and magnanimity 
as to command the reverence of all 
nations. The virtuous citizens of 
America in particular, can never for* 
get his beneficent attention to their 
violated rights ; nor ccafe to acknow- 
ledge the hand of a gracious Provi- 
dence in railing them up fo powerful 
and illuftrious a friend. It is the 
hope and opinion of Congrefs, that 
the confidence his Majefty repofes in 
the firmnefs of thefe States, will rer 
ceive additional ftrength from every 
day's experience^ 

" This AiTembly are convince*?, 
Sir, that had it refted folely with the 
Mod Chriftian King, not only the 
independence of thefe States would 
kave been univerfally acknowledged, 
tut their tranquility fully eftabliihed. 
We lament that lull of domination, 
which gave birth to the prefent war, 
and hath prolonged and extended the 
miferies of mankind. We ardently 
wafh to {heath the fword and fpare the 
farther effufion of blood ; but we are 
dettrmined^ by every means in our 
power, to fulfill thofe eventual en- 
gagements which have acquired po- 
drive and permanent force from the 
boftile defigns and meafures of the. 
«nnmon enemy. 

" Congrefs have reafon to believe, 
that the affiftance fo wifely and gene- 
jroufly fent, will bring Great Britain 
to ifenfcof juftist and moderation^ 



promote the conimom interefts of 
France and America, and fecure 
peace and tranquility on the molt 
firm and honourable foundation,. 
Neither can it be doubted that thofe, 
who adminifter the powers of Go- 
vernment within the feveral States of 
this union, will cement that connec* 
tion with the fubjecls of France, th« 
beneficial effects of which have aK 
r^ady been fo fenfibly felt. 

Sir, from the experience we have; 
had of your exertions to promote the 
true interefts of our country, as well 
as your own, it is with the higheft 
fatisfaclion Congrefs receive, as the 
firft Minififcer from his Moft Chriftiaft 
Majefty* a gentleman, whofe paft 
conduct affords a happy prefage, that 
he will merit the confidence of thi» 
body, the friendship of its members, 
and the efteem pf the citizens of 
America. 

la Congrefc, 
Henry Lavriks, PrefMent, 

The Secretary of Congrefs the* 
delivered to the Minifter a copy of 
the foregoing reply, figned as above ; 
whereupon the Minuter withdrew, 
and was conducted home in the man- 
ner in whick hw was brought to thf 
Houfe. 

Extract from the Minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Sec, 
In Cowgrefi, July 9, 1778. 
Ordered, That all letters received 
by members of Congrefs, or theijr 
agents, or from any fubject of the* 
King of Great Britain, of a public 
nature, be laid before Congrefs. 
Extract from the Minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Sec, 
In confequence of the foregoing 
order, the following letters were laid 
before Congrefs : 

To Francis Dana/£/^, {Private^ 
" Dear Sir, 
" It. gives me great pleafure to 
find your name among the lift of 
Congrefs, becaufe I am perfuaded, 
from perfonal knowledge of me, and 

*7 
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my family and connexions, you can 
Entertain no jealoufy that I would 
engage in the execution of any cOm- 
ttiifllon that was inamicable to the 
fights and privileges of America, or 
the general liberties of mankind; 
while, on the other hand, your cha- 
racter muft be fo well known, that 
no man will fufpect you will yield 
any point that is contrary to the real 
irrtereft of your country ; and there- 
fore it will be prefumed we will loofe 
no opportunity, from falfe punctilio, 
of meeting to difcufs our differences 
fairly, ana that, if we do agree, it 
will be on the mod liberal, and there- 
fore the mod lasting terms of union. 
There are three facts I wifh to affure 
you of. Firft, That Dr. Franklin, 
on the 28th of March laft, in difcuf- 
cuffing the feveral articles we wifh to 
make the bafis of our treaty, was 
perfectly fatisfied they were beneficial 
to North America, and fuch as ihe 
fhould accept. Second, That this 
treaty with France was not the firft 
treaty that France had extfied, and 
with which Mr. Simeon Deane had 
put to fea, but granted and acceded 
to after the fentiments of the people 
of Great Britain had fully changed, 
After the friends to America had 
gained their points for reconciliation, 
and folely with a view to difappoint 
the good effects of our endeavours. 
You will be pleafed to hear the pam- 
jJhlet wrote py Mr. Pulteney was a 
great means of opening the minds of 
the people of England to the real ftate 
of the queftion between us, and that 
it has run through thirteen editions. 
The third fact is, That Spain, un- 
aflced, had fent a formal meflage, 
difapproving of the conduct of France. 
All thefe I will engage to prove to 
your fatisfection. I beg to recom- 
mend to your perfonal civilities, my 
friend, Dr. Fergufon. He is a man 
of the greateft genius and virtue, and 
has always been a fteady friend.to 
America. Private . . . , . 



Vol. VII. 



" If you follow the example of 
Britain in the hour of her privilege, 
infolence, and madnefs,* and refufe 
to hear us, I frill expect, fince I am 
here, to have the privilege of coming 
among you, and feeing the country, 
as there are many men, whofe vir- 
tues I admire above Greek and Ro- 
man names, that ( fhould be glad to 
tell my children about. I am, with 
efteem and affection, dear Sir, 
Your friend and fervant, 

Geo. Johnstone.'* 
Philadelphia June 10, 1778. 

A true copy, compared with the 
original* Examined in Congrefs, 
July 16th, 1778. 

Charles Thomson, Sec« 

To General Joseph Reed; 

" Sir, 

ft Your near and worthy relation, 
Mr. Dennis de Berdt, has made me 
happy by favouring me with a letter 
to you. I have been informed by 
General Robertfori of your great 
worth and confequence in the un- 
happy difpntes that have fubfifted 
between Great Britain and her de- 
fendants. Your pen and your fword 
have both been ufed with glory and 
advantage in vindicating the rights 
of mankind, and of that community 
of which you was a part.' Such a 
conduc) as the firft, and fuperior of 
all human duties, muft eve* com- 
mand my warmeft friendfhip and ve- 
neration. 

. In the midft of thofe affecting 
fcenes, my feeble voice has not been 
wanting to ftop the evils in their pro- 
grefs, and to remove on a large and 
liberal footing the caufe* of all jea- 
loufy ;— that every fubject of the 
empire might live equally free and 
fecure in the enjoyment of the blef- 
fings of life ;— not one part dependent 
on the will of another with oppoiite 
interefts, but ^general union on terms 

C of 
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of perfect fecurity, and mutual advan- 
tage. 

*' During the conteft, I am Free 
to confefs, my wifties have ever been 
that America might fo far prevail as 
to oblige this country to fee their er- 
rer, and to reflect and reafon fairly 
in the cafe of others, heirs to the fame 
privileges with themferves. It has 
pleafed God in his juftice fo to dif- 
pofe of events, that this kingdom is ' 
at length convinced of her folly and 
her faults, Acommiflion under par- 
liamentary authority is now iffiied for 
fettling in a manner confident with 
that union of force on which the 
fafety of both parties depend, all the 
^differences that have or can fubfift be- 
tween Great Britain 2nd America, 
ihort of a total reparation of interefb- 
In this commiffion I am an unworthy 
afibdate, though no man can feel 
the defire of cementing in peace and 
frtendfhip, every member of what 
was called the Britifh Empire Wronger 
than myfelf; yet I am fenfible that 
it might have fallea to, the lot of 
many perfons better qualified to at- 
tain the end propofed* All I. can 
claim is ardent zeal, and upright in- 
dentions ; and when I reflect that this 
negotiation mult depend much more 
upon perfect integrity than refine- 
ment of underflanaang, where a fen- 
fible, magnanimous people will fee 
their own intereft, and carefully 
$uard their honour in every trans- 
action ; and I am more inclined to 
hope from the good will I have al- 
ways borne them, I am not altogether 
unqualified for the talk. 

** If it be (as I hope it is) the dif 
pofition of good men in the province 
to prefer freedom, in conjunction 
►with Great Britain, to an union with 
the ancient enemy of both i if it is 
their generous inclination to forget 
recent injuries, and recall to their 
remembrances former benefits, I 
am in hopes we may yet be great and 
fcappy, I am fure the people ia Ame- 



rica will find in my brother Commifc 
fipners, and myfelf, a fair and chear- 
ful concurrence in adjufting every 
point to their utmoft wifh, not in- 
confiilent, as I (aid before, with a 
beneficial union of interefts, which is 
the object of our commiffioru 

" Nothing could fnrpafs the glory 
you have acquired in arms, ex- 
cept the generous magnanimity of 
meeting on the terms of juftice and 
equality, after demonstrating to the 
world that the fear of force could 
have no juft influence in that de- 
cifion. 

" The man who can Be inflru- 
mental in bringing us all to act once 
more in harmony, and unite together 
the various powers which this conteft 
has drawn forth, will deferve more 
from the King, and people, froQi 
patriot] fm, humanity, fnendfhip, and 
all the tender ties that are affected by 
the quarrel and reconciliation, than 
ever was yet beftowed on human kind. 

This letter from Mr, de Berdt I 
ihall confider as an introduction io 
you, which' line of communication I 
ihall endeavour by every means to 
improve, by public demonftrations of 
refpeot or private friendihip, as your 
anfwer may enable me. 

I am, with great refpeft, Sir, 
Your moft obedient, 
and moft humble Servant, 
Gio. Johnstons," 
London, April \x r 177s. 

To Robert Morris, Eff. 

{Private,} 
Philadelphia, June 16, 1778* 
" Dear Sir, 
" I came to this country in a fin- 
cere belief that a reconciliation be- 
tween Great Britain and America 
could be eftablifhed on terms honour- 
able, and beneficial to both. I am 
perfuaded, and can prove, that the 
laft treaty with France fhould be no 
bar, and the firft treaty, if ever you 
faw it, ihould be an inducement. 
!! Suppofing 
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,** Suppofing, every obftaclc to pre- 
flrent us from treating removed, we 
are then to confider whether the terms 
jaropofed are advantageous. I in- 
clofe ytu my fentiments on the fub- 
jec*l at large ; if they concur with 
yours, we mail join in the work with 
all the prudence, and all the means 
poffible, and virtuous. I believe the 
iuen who have con dueled the affairs 
4of America incapable of being in- 
fluenced by improper motives. But 
in all fuch tranfactions there is riUc, 
and I think that whoever ventures 
fhould be &cured, at the fame time 
jthat honour and emolument {hould 
naturally follow the fortune of thofe 
who have fleered the veflel in the 
form, .and brought her fafely to 
jpprt. I think that Wafhin^on apd 
the Prefident have a right to every 
/avour that grateful nations can be- 
llow, if they could once more unite 
*>ur interests, and fpare the miferies 
and devaftations of war. I wilh above 
all things to /be yon, and hope you 
will (o contrive it. Do not think 
/ ! .Great Britain is fo low ; remember 
ihe never can be lower than you were 
At Trenton, It is the fame blun- 
derers who produped the war who 
» have conduced it, . When the (e&k 
of the nation is roufed, believe me 
jfhe can mjgee ilruggles that few have 
confeivefl, but which I mould t>e 
fairy to fee exerted on fuch an oo 
.caiion. 

*> Whatever may \k our fate, I 
ftall ever retain the ftrittett privatf 
friendship for you and yours; but 
l$t me entreat you to recall all 
thofe endearing ties to your recol- 
lection. 

J am* wuk-rfpffiea ami efteoa, 
Dear Sir, 
Your obedient fervant, 

(3»Q, JoHNSTO*$.* 

publiflied by order of Congrefs, 
.£#a*Ms Thomson* Sep. 



In. Congrefs, July it, I77S. 
j( letter figned Carlisle, H. Cliic* 
ton, William Eden, and 
George Johnstone, dated New- 
York, July n, 1778, and dire 8 cd 
T* His Excellency Henry Laurens, 
the Prefident ', and other the Mem- 
bers of Congrefs, was received and 
read, whereupon Congrefs came to 
the following Refojution : 
Whereas Congrefs, in a letter to 
the JJrkifh Commiflionersof the 17th 
of June laft, did declare, that they 
would be ready to enter upon the 
consideration of a treaty of peace an<J 
commerce, notinconfiftent with trea- 
ties already fubfifling, when the King 
x>f Great Britain mould demonftrate 
a jfincere difpofition for that purpofe ; 
and that the only folid proof of this 
difpofition, would be an explicit ac- 
knowledgment of the independent 
of thefe States, or withdrawing bU 
fleets and #rmies; and whereas, nei- 
ther of thefe alternatives have been 
complied with, therefore 

RefclVed, That no anfiwtr fa give* 
to the letter of the 1 i.th inftaut from 
the Brittjh Commijjioners* 

Qrdered, That the faid letter, and 
foregoing refolution, be published. 
jExtraft from the Minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Sec, 

The letter from the Britifh Cora- 

miffioners is as follows :— 

Tp his Excellency Henrt Laurens # 

the Prefident, and other Membert 

of Congrefs* 

Gentlemen, 
We received foon aftpr our arrival 
at this place, your anfwer to our let- 
ter of the i ath of June, and are forry 
tp find, on your part, any difficulties, 
raifed, which mult prolong the cala* 
mities of the prefent war. You pro*- 
pofc to u$> as matter of choice, one 
oj other of two alternatives, which 
ypu ftate as preliminaries neceffary p 
even to the beginning of a negeciatien 
for peace to this empire* One is, an 
explicit acknowledgment of the J»- 
Q % dtyeudentt 
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dependence of tbefe States. We are 
not inclined , to difpute with you 
about the meaning of words; but fo 
far as you mean the entire privilege 
of the people of North America to 
difpofs of their property , and to.go*vem 
themfel e ves without any reference to 
Great Brttain y beyond what is ne- 
ceflary to preferve that union of force, 
in which our mutual fafety and ad- 
vantage confift, we think that fo far, 
then, independency is fully ac&noav- 
ledged in the terms of our letter of 
the ioth of June; and we are will- 
ing to enter upon a fair difcuflion 
>vith you, of all ' the circumftances 
that may be neceflary to enfure, or 
even to enlarge that independency. 
In the other alternative you propcfe, 
that his Majefty mould withdraw his 
fleets and armies. Although we have 
no doubt of his Majefty's difpoftfion 
to remove every fubjecl of *iineafinefs 
from the Colonies, yet there are cir- 
cumftances of precaution againil our 
ancient enemies, which, joined to the 
regard that uiuft be paid to the fafety 
of many, who from affeclion to Great 
Britain, have expofed themfelves to 
fuffer in this conteft, and to whom. 
Great Britain .owes fupport at every 
expence of blood and treafure, taat 
will hot allow us to begin with tljis 
meafure. How foon it may follow 
the firft advances to peace, on your 
part, will depend on the favourable 
profpecl you give of a reconciliation 
with your fellow citizens of this Con* 
tinent, and with thofe in Britain. 

In the mean time we afiure you, 
that no circumftance will give us 
more fatisfa£tion, than to find that 
the extent of our future connection is* 
to be determined on principles of 
mere reafon, and confederations of 
mutual intereft,' on which we are 
willing likewffe to reft the perma--' 
iience of any arrangements Hve'may. 
form. *'In making thefe^JecIaraUohs, • 
we do not w* ait for the de'citfoh of any- 
military events,' Having determined 
our judgments by what we believe to 
bt the inierefts of our country, we 



mall abide by the declarations w* 
now make in every poflible fituatibn 
of affairs. You refer to treaties al- 
ready fubiiftihg, but are pleafed to 
withhold from us any particular in- 
formation in refpett to their nature 
or tendency. If they are in any de- 
gree to affect our deliberations, we 
think that you, cannot refufe a full 
communication of the particulars oh 
which they confift, botn for our con- 
sideration, andthat ofyour own con- 
stituents, who are to judge between 
us, whether any alliance you may 
have contracted, be a fufficient reafon 
for continuing this unnatural war. 

We likewife think ourfelves en- 
titled to a full communication tsf the, 
powers by which you conceive your- 
felves authorised to make treaties - 
with foreign nations. And as we are' 
led to afk fatisfaclion to this point, 
becaufe we have obferved in your ' 
propofar articles of confederation, ! 
numbers fix and nine, itisftated, that' 
you mould have the power of en- 
tering into treaties and alliances, un- 
der certain ' reftri&ions therein fpe- 
cified ; yet we do net find promul- 
gated any aft or refolution of the 
aiTemblies of particular' flates, con- 
ferring this power on you. As we 
have communicated our powers to 
you, we mean to proceed without re- 
ferve in £his bufinefs ; we will not 
fuppofe that- any objedion-cari arife 
op your part, to our communicating 
to the public Td much of your corre- 
fpondence as may be neceflary to ex- 
plain our own proceedings ; the re- 
fpe£t which we pay to the great body 
of people you are fuppofed to repre* 
fent, fliall be evidenced by us in every 
poffible mark of conflagration and re- 
gard. We are> wUh(gerfe£l refpeel,* 
Gentlemen, your moft obedient, 

"arid moil humble fefvants, 

Carlx'S'LE* '.. WiiJl. Eden, 

H. Clinton, Geo. Johnston^, 

Nenti'lbrX/fofyAijYyJB. " '-' 

'Published 5>y order of Congrefs, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 
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NrwrTork, Augvft ^th % 1778. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to tranfmit to 
you by order of their Excellencies 
his Majefty's Com mi (Turners, the in- 
jclofed paper containing a remon- 
ftrance addreiTed to the'Congrefs on 
the fubject of the detention of the 
troops lately ferving under Lieute- 
nant-general Burgoyne, with a re* 
quifition for their immediate releafe. 
To which I make no doubt that you 
will pay the attention due to matters 
pf fuch high concern, and have the 
honour to be with the greateft refpect, 

. ' sir, ■ ; • ■ ■ - 

Your moft obedient, 
and rnoft humble fervant, 
Adam Ferguson. 
*fo his Excellency Henry Laurens, Efq, 
Frejident of the Congrefs* 

By the Earl of Carlifle, Sir Henry 
Clinton, William Eden, Efq. and 
George Johnftone, Efq, his Ma- 
jefty's CommhTioners appointed 
with fuffkient powers to treat, con- 
fult, and agree upon the means of 
quieting c jf )rders now fubfifting in ' 
certain colonies, plantations and 
provinces of North America. 
Upon a reprefentation from the 
Commander in Chief of his MajeftyV 
forces, that the troops lately- ferving 
under Lieutenant-general Burgoyne, 
notwithstanding the folemn Conven- 
tion entered into at Saratoga, in 
which it is ftipulated, That the faid 
troops mould have a free palfage to 
"Great Britain ; are neverthelefs un- 
der various pretences ftill detained in 
Sew-England : the following remon- 
ance again* ft the unjuft detention of 
thofe troopsj arid requifition for their 
immediate releafe, on the condition 
annexed to the article by which their 
paftage to Englarid'is ftipulated, are 
now iblemnly made to the American 
Congrefs. * 

Whereas the means that have been 
devifed by mankind to mitigate the 
Jiorrors of war, and to facilitate tie 



re-eftablimment of peace, depend oa 
the faith of carrels, military capitu- 
lations, conventions and treaties en- 
tered into even during the continu- 
ance of hoftiiities. From whence all 
nations have agreed to obferve fuch 
Conventions, as they revere the fa- 
cred obligations of humanity and juf- 
tice, and as they would avoid the hor- 
rid practice of retaliations, which, 
however juftly due to the guilty, in 
fuch cafes, but too frequently fall on 
the innocent. 

And whereas upon thefe conside- 
rations, all breach of faith'even with 
an enemy, and all attempts to elude 
the force of military Conventions, or 
to defeat their falutary purpofes by 
evafion or chicane, are juftly held in 
deteftation, and deemed unworthy of 
any description of perfons afluraing' 
the character of, or itating themfelves 
as the reprefentatives of nations : 

And whereas it was ftipulated in 
the fecond article of the convention 
entered into at Saratoga between Lieu- 
tenant-general Burgoyne, and Major- 
general Gates, " That a free paflage 
be granted to the army under Lieu- 
tenant-general Burgoyne to Great 
Britain, upon condition of not ferving 
again in North-America, during the ' 
prefeht conteft ; and the port of Bof- 
ton is afligned for the entry of trans- 
ports whenever General Howe ftiall 
lb order." 

His Majefty's Commiffioners now 
founding their claim on this article, 
join with the Commander in Chief 
of his Majefty** forces, in a peremp- 
tory requifition, That free entrance 
into the harbour of Bofton be given 
to tranfports for the immediate em- 
barkation of the faid troops, and that 
they be allowed to depart for Great 
Britain in terms of the faid Conven- 
tion. And the faid Commifiioners, 
in order to remove every fuppofed dif- 
ficulty or pretence for delay in the 
execution of this treaty, arifing from 
any paft, real, apparent, or fuppofed 
infraction of it^ by word or writing, 

on 
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nm the fide of cither party, hereby 
'/offer to renew, on the part of Great 
Britain, all the ftipulations of the faid 
Convention, and particularly to ra- 
tify the condition annexed to the fe- 
cond article thereof above recked, by 
which rhofe troops are not to ferve 
again in North- America, during the 
peient^onteft. 

And this requifition, dated at, 
New-York, on she 7th of Auguft, 
177$, k oowpwit to the American 
Congrefs, for their direct and explicit 
anfwer. 

Carusls, H. Clinton, 
Wm. Eden, Geo. Johnstons. 
To his Excellency H' nr y Laurent y Efq. 
th* Prcfidcnt, **d other* the Mem- 
bers of the Congrefs $ m§t at Phi- 
ladelfhw. 

While his Majefty's £om«iflioaett 
rxpefied an anfwer to the above re- 
jo/iifition, they received, cm the 18th 
pnftant the following papers tranC- 
jnitted by order of the Congrefs, and 
have thought proper to fend the an- 
swers fubjoined. 

In Congrefs, Auguft \2tk, 1778. 
Reiolved, 

That a copy of the declaration 
pafled yefterday be figned by Mr, 
Prefident, and 'fent by a flag to tfce 
Commifiiorers of the King of Great 
Britain, at New-York. 

Extract from the Minutes, 

(Certified) 

Henry Laurens, Present. 

DECLARATION. 

Whereas George Johrifton*, Efq. 
one of the Britim Commifiioners for 
restoring peace in America, on the 
nth of April laft, did write and 
fend a letter to Jofeph Ree<d, Efq, a 
member of Congrek, containing this 
paragraph, viz. i( The man who can 
be initrumental in bringing u^ all to 
aft once more in harmony, and to 
bnifce together the various powers 
which this ccntcil has drawn forth, 
will deierve more from the King and 
^e people, from patriotifnij huma- 



nity, and all the tender tie* that are 
affected by the quarrel and reconcilia- 
tion, than ever was yet bellowed on 
human kind."— And whereas the faid 
Qeorge Johnftone, Eiq. on the i6tfc 
day of J«ne laft, wrote and fent a 
letter 40 Robert Morris, Efq. another 
member of Congrefs, containing thi« 
paragraph, via. — " J believe the mei* 
who have conducted the affairs of 
America incapable of being influ- 
enced by improper motives ; but in 
all fuch tranfaciions there Is rifque, 
and I Jthink that whoever ventures 
fhould be fecured, at the fame time 
that honour and emolument ftiould 
naturally follow the fortune of thofe 
who have fleered tile veflel in the 
ftorm, and brought her fafely into 
port, I think Wafhington and the 
Prefident have a tight to every favour 
that grateful nations can beftaw, if 
they could once more unite our inter 
refts, and fpare the miferies and de« 
vaftations of war." Which letters 

were laid before Congrefs. And 

' whereas the faid jofeph Reed, Efq, 
hata in his place in Co^gfefs declar- 
ed, that *f on Su-nday \the 21ft pf 
June laft, a few days after the evacu- 
ation of the city of Philadelphia by 
the Brififh troops, he received a writ r 
ten meilage from a married lady of 
character, having connexions wi& 
the Britiih army, expreffing a de* 
fire to fee him 00 bufinefs wh^c^ 
could not be committed to writing : 
thaf, attending the lady agreeable 
te her appointment in the evening, 
after fome previous converfaticn re- 
fpe&ing her connexions, the bufineft 
and characters of the Britiih Coramif- 
fipners, and particularly of .Governor 
Johnftone, (meaning the faid George 
johnitone, Efq.) were the fubject of 
general conversion, which being 
more confined, the lady enlarged 
upon the great talents and amiable 
qualities of that gentleman, and add- 
ed, that in feveral conversations with 
her, he (Qovemor Johnftone) had 
e*preiTe4 .the moil favourable "fentir 
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ihents of him (Mr. Reed) 
it was particularly wiftied to engage 
his (Mr. Reed's) intereft to promote 
the objeft of their commimon, viz. 
a re-union between the two coun- 
tries, if confifteat with his, principle* 
and judgment ; and that in inch cafe 
it could not be deemed unbecoming 
or improper in Government (mean- 
ing the Britifh, to take a favourable 
notice of fuch conduit; and that in 
this inflance he (Mr. Reed), nfight 
have ten thoufand pounds fterling, 
and any office in the Colonies, (mean- 
lag thefe United States) in his Ma- 
jefty's gift, (meaning in the gift of 
his Britannic Majefty), To which, 
finding an anfwer was expected, he 
(Mr. Reed) replied, " he was not 
worth purchafing, but fuch as he was, 
the King of Great- Britain was not 
rich enough to do it." — And whereas 
the laid paragraphs, written and fent 
as aforefaid oy George Jbhnftone^ 
Efq. and the laid declaration made 
by Jofeph Reed, Efq. calUoudly on 
Congrefs to exprefs their fenie upon 
them: therefore 

Refolved, That the contents of the 
faid paragraphs, and the particulars 
in the faid declaration, in the opinion 
©f Congrefs, cannot but be confider- 
~cd as direct attempts to corrupt and 
bribe the Congrefs of the United 
States of America. 

Refolved, that as Congrefs feel, 
fo they ought to demonftrate the 
higheft and mofl pointed indignation 
againft fuch daring and atrocious at- 
tempts to corrupt their integrity. 

Refolved* That it is incompatible 
with the honour of Congrefs to hold 
any manner of correfpondence or in- 
tercourfe with the {aid George John- 
ftone, Efq; efpecially to negotiate 
with him upon affairs, in which the 
caufe of liberty and virtue is in- 
terefled ; T and^ for the propriety of 
fuch conduit, we make and pub- 
lifh to the, . world this our de- 
claration. 

Pone, in Congrefs at Philadelphia, 



( .is ) 

and that this i ith of AugurY, in the year of 
our Lord 1778, and in the third yea* 
of the Independence of America. 
By order of Congrefs, 
Henry Laurens, Prefident. 
Ne*w-Yorkj Juguft i6 y 1778. 

His Majefty's Commiflioners direct 
Dr. F erg u ion to tranfmit to the 
Prefident of the American Congrefs, 
for the information of the Congrefs, 
the declaration of this day by George 
John Hone, Efq; and the declaration. 
of the fame date by the Earl of Car- 
lisle, Sir Henry Clinton, ami Wil- 
liam Eden, Efq. and alio the requi- 
iition refpefting the troops lately 
ferving under Lieutenant-general 
Burgoyne, iigned by the Earl of Car- 
lisle, Sir Henry Clinton, and Wil- 
liam Eden, Efquire. 

Adam Ferguson, 

Secretary to bit Majefty* sCommijJion* 
Ne<w-Tork, Augufi 26, 1778, 

George Johnitone, one of the 
Commiffioners appointed by his Ma- 
jefty to carry into execution the gfa- 
cious purpofes of his Majefty and his 
Parliament for quieting the diforders 
now fubfiftingin North America, and 
for maintaining the people of thefe 
provinces in the clear and perfect en- 
joyment of their liberties and rights, 
having feen a declaration of the 
American Congrefs, figned by Henry 
Laurens their Prefident, dated the 
1 ith of AugufU to which, for certain 
aflumed reafons therein fpecified, i% 
fubjoined the following refoktion : 

i( That it is incompatible with the 
" honour of Congrefs to hold any 
" manner of correfpondence or inter- 
c * courfe with the faid George John- 
*' itone, Efq; efpecially to nego- 
*' ciate with him uponv affairs, in. 
" which the caufe of liberty and 
'«* virtue rs interested." 

The faid George Johnftone, for 
himfelf fays,, That he is far frori 
confidering the faid refolution? of the 
Congrefs as offenfive to him, that he 
rather receives it as a mark of dif- 
tinction to which he is by no means 
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entituled, either by his exertions in 
the caufe in which he is employed, 
or by his abilities for improving any 
future circumftances that may occur 
towards fulfilling the purpofes of the 
commiffion under which he is ap- 
pointed : 

That he fhall be happy to find, 
when this exception as to him mall 
be removed, that the Congrefs are 
inclined to ret raft their former decla- 
ration, and to negociate with others 
upon terms equally conducive to the 
liappinefs of both countries, at the 
fame time he is inclined to believe, 
.that the faid refolutions of Congrefs 
has been iflued upon fimilar motives 
with thofe refolutions refpefting the 
cartouch boxes of General Burgoyne's 
army, "and calculated as an excufe to 
a deluded people for not fending an 
explicit anfwer to a plain requifuion, 
that was made to the Congrefi. from 
his Majefty's Commiffioners, with 
regard to the unfortunate foldiers 
who are detained at Bolton, under 
every indignity, contrary to the pub- 
lic faith of a folemn Convention 
figncd at Saratoga, and alfo to ferve 
as a pretext to the unhappy conlUtu- 
ents of the Congrefs, who are fuffer- 
ing under the various calamities of 
war, for , difappcinting the good 
effefts of the commiffion which the 
leal friends of America had fo long 
xequefted by the mod folemn peti- 
tions, refolutions, and 'public decla- 
rations, and which fo many of the 
inhabitants of this cpntinent now 
delire to fee carried into full efteft. 

As the great purpofe Mr. John- 
ftone had in view in coming to North 
America, was to promote a recon- 
ciliation between Great Britain and 
her colonies, with a full determina- 
tion to do nothing that could have a 
tendency to prevent it, in order there- 
fore to defeat the purpofes intended 
by this refolution of Congrefs, the 
fubferiber George Johnitone, thinks 
proper to decline afting as a Com- 
jniflioner, or othervvife interfering , 



in any meflage, anfwer, agreement^ 
negotiation, matter, or thing, that 
may regard the faid Congrefs* which 
he does with fo much the more plea- * 
furc, as he is perfectly fatisfied the 
bufinefs will be left in more able and 
fuflkicnt hands, referving to himfelf 
the liberty,- if he mould judge pro- 
per, of publifhing. before he leaves 
North America, a j unification of his 
conduft, againft the afperfiohs thrown 
on his charafter* 

When the Congrefs were contend-* 
ing for eiTential privileges neceflary 
to the prefervation of their liberty, 
under folemn declarations, that their 1 
refinance was calculated merely to* 
obtain redrefs upon thefe points ; 
Mr. Johnftone mould have been forry 
to have incurred their cenfure* 
though unheard in his defence, and 
upon a chain of evidence fo toally in- » 
condufive as to him. 

At prefent when the Congrefs cart 
remain deaf to the cries of fo many 
of their fellow fubjefts, who are fuf- 
fering by the miferies of war, and 
from motives of private ambition can 
fo far fully the principles upon which 
their firft refiftance was made, as to 
bow to a French AmbaiTador, and 
league with the ancient enemy of' 
both our countries, from whofe 
hoflile defigns Great Britain has fo 
often refcued the inhabitants of North 
America, and this for the avowed 
purpoCe of reducing the power of the 
Parent State, after all their jufl claims 
are gratified, and thereby injuring 
their neareft and dearefl friends and 
relations, forgetting all the princi- 
ples of virtue and liberty that ought 
to regulate the conduft of men in 
fociety : Mr. Johnftone is not anxf- 
ous about the good opinion of fuch 
a body, notwithstanding the regard he 
fhall always bear to many of the in* 
dividuals who compofe it, from a 
juft allowance to be made for men 
afting under the heats incident to 
civil commotions, and from a cer- 
tain knowledge they did enter urn, 

and 
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and a perfuafion that they do now 
entertain different fentiments. 
..„ With refpect to the people of 
America at large, the fubferiber 
iincerely wifhes to avoid every fub- 
ject of offence which defignine men 
may poflibly intend to create, by ex- 
citing angry paflions in return to 
perfonal provocations, and thereby de- 
feat any effects of good will towards 
Mr. Johnflone, which the remem- 
brance of former good offices he has 
rendered them might occauon. 
(Signed) 

George Johnstone. 
(Copy.) 
DECLARATION. , 
Whereas the Earl of Carlifle, Sir 
Henry Clinton, Knight of the Bath, 
and William Eden, Efq. three of 
his Majefiy's Commiinoners, ap- 
pointed with fufficient powers to 
treat, confult and agree upon the 
means of quieting djforders now fub- 
fifting in certain of the colonies, 
plantations and provinces of Nosth 
America, have received a Declaration 
of the American Congrefs, dated the 
I ith in It which relates to a gentle T 
man with whom they have the honour 
to be joined in Commiflion, a,nd is 
meant to affect him as a Commif- 
fioner; they thereby think proper, 
on their part, folemnly to declare, 
that they had not any knowledge, 
directly or indirectly, of the letter 
and conversation alluded to in the 
faid Declaration, until they faw them 
made public hi the news-papers. At 
the feme time they do not mean 
either to imply an aiTent to the con- 
traction put on private correfpon- 
dence, which the Congrefs have 
thought proper to publifh, or to in- 
timate a belief that any perfoa could 
have been authorized to hold the con- 
verfation to which the faid Declara- 
tion of the Congrefs alludes— nor do 
they on the other hand mean to enter 
into an explanation of the conduct of 
a gentleman, whofe abilities and in- 
tegrity require no vindication from 



them. Bat they think proper, in 
juflice to that gentleman, as well u 
to themfelves and to the Commiffion 
with which they are charged, to fay, 
that in the many converfations which 
he has had with them upon the mea- 
fures adopted to reftore the peace of 
thofe colonies, the principle of all 
his reafonings feemed to be, that the 
offers of Great Britain were obvioufly 
adapted to promote and eftablifh the 
liberties, peace, opulence, increafe, 
fecurity and permanent happinefs of 
the inhabitants of this continent, and 
that thofe bleffings in an equal degree 
were not to be expected from any 
other connection or mode of govern- 
ment whatever. When therefore the 
King's Commiflioners tranfmitted to 
the Congrefs the acts of Parliament, 
to exempt the colonies for ever from 
Britifh taxation, and to fecure their 
charter and eftablifhed governments; 
and when they added that they were 
authorized and defirous to reftore, 
peace, to revive free intercourfe and 
mutual affection, to preferve the 
value and promote the credit of the 
paper circulation, to give fatisfaction 
and fecurity for ever on the fubject 
of the military eftablifhments, and to 
extend every freedom to trade ; they 
felt that they were enabled to ffipu- 
late, and had offered not only every 
thing that is or can be propofed by 
the French alliance, but alio many 
advantages to this continent. which 
can never by any poffibility be de- 
rived from that unnatural connec- 
tion. 

And they remain aftonifhed at the 
calamities in which the unhappy peo- 
ple of thefe colonies continue to be 
involved from the blind deference 
which their leaders profefs towards a 
power that has ever fhewn itfelf an 
enemy to' all civil and religious li- 
berty, and whofe offers his Majefty's 
Commiffioiiers mufl repeat, whatr 
ever may be the pretended date and 
prefent form of them, were made 
only in confluence of the plan of 
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accommodation prevloufly concerted 
In Great Britain, and with a view to 
prevent the reconciliation prbpofed, 
and to prolong this destructive war. 

This affemon is made on the cre- 
dit of the following fafts : 

It is well known to this whole con- 
tinent, that public intimation of the 
conciliatory propofitions on the part 
of Great Britain was given to the 
Britifh Parliament, and confequently 
to the whole world in the month of 
November laft, and the reafons for 
delaying thofe propofitions till after 
the recefs for the holidays, were at 
the fame time given Co the Houfe of 
Commons. 

It is equally well known, that the 
preliminaries of a French treaty, with 
which Mr. Simeon Deane firft went to 
fta in the frigate called La Belle 
Poule, did not bear date earlier than 
die 16th of December. 

It cannot be a fecret to the Con- 
grefs, that thofe preliminaries led to 
a treaty of commerce only, and were 
tranfmitted to America in that in- 
conclufive form, becaafe the con- 
ceffions made by France On the one 
hand were fo unfatlsfaftory, and the 
conditions required of America on 
the other fb exceptionable, that the 
Commiflianers of the Congrefs did 
not think proper to proceed until 
they fhoufd be fpeeially authorized. 

Mr. Simeon Deane, after having 
been fome weeks at fea, Was obliged 
to put back into one of the French 
potts, and return to Paris : *in the 
mean time th* Parliament had met 
again on the 26th of January, and 
the propofitions to ' be made, though 
liot formally ftatetf till the 17th of 
February, were dccafi&nally during 
the whole interval a fubje& of di* 
Cuffion in all the preparatory debates 
upon the itate of the nation. It was, 
Murine this interval, ' and not before, 
that Prance, being informed of the 
liberal and extenfiVe nature of the 
intended offers, thought it expedient, 
fox the purpofc Of prolonging the 



war ahd making thefe colonies tm* 
inftnunents of her ambition, td 
new model and enlarge her pro- 
pofals. 

Still, however, the full powers are 
Aot pretended to have been given to 
Monf. Gerard before the 30th of 
January ; and whatever time the 
treaties thus notorionfly flowing frora\ 
the generous meafares of Great Bri- 
tain may have been, dated by the 
French Minifters, either in faft or 
by colhriion, for the parpofe of giv- 
ing an uncandid interpretation td the 
proceedings of the Britifh Parlia- 
ment.; whatever too may have been 
the dates of the difpatches which 
accompanied thofe treaties, it is well 
known that neither treaties, nor let* 
ters notifying treaties, were fentfrom 
France before the 8th of March. 

When thefe particulars, together 
with all the other cfrcumftances at- 
tending the conduct of the Frencfc , 
Court towards thefe colonies during 
the years 1775, 1776, and 1777, 
rnoft of which muft be well known 
to the American Congrefs, are duty 
Confidered, the defigns of France, thfc 
ungenerous motives bfher policy, and 
the degree of faith due to Iter profefl- 
fibns; Will become to« obvious tp 
need any ifltrftration. 

And his Majefty^ Contpriffioneft 
thought and frill thrrrk themselves in- 
titled to expeft that the General Con- 
grefs ftould not on the eromtd of fach 
treaties, even if the conftitution under 
which they aft had authorized* &rtm t 
aflumethedecifivepartwhich they have 
taken* without previoufly cflmftflting 
th'e affemblies of 'tMr different pro- 
vinces, and malcing their connituenrt 
acquainted with all the fafts upon 
which a true judgment might be 
formed. Carlisle, 

v H.CLI^TOKi 

. Wm. Ed$n. 
JVlrfv-TW, Auguft z6. 1778. '"' 

Fublilhed by order of tfceir Excel- 
lencies his Majelly's Commiffioners. 
* Ada* Fltti«so*t, Sec/ 
7*. 
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f> ibe Britifi Com Viss toners, 

A letter ha* been laid before Con- 
grefs, figned Geo. Jobnftone, dated 
Philadelphia, June to, 177S, dirt&ed 
to the Hon. Francis Dana,, Efq; And 
among other things the writer fays, 
* ' there are three fads X with to afiare 
you of " 

Firft, " Dr. Franklin, on the aath 
of March laft, in difcufiing the jfeve- 
ral articles we wifh to make the baG* 
of our treaty, was perfectly (atjsfied 
they were beneficial to North Ame- 
rica, and.fu.ch as {he fliould accept," 
Decifively to deftroy this ponuon> 
I have only to ftate two or three 
points. 

The Hon. Silas Dome hat in- 
formed me, that a fccret negociation 
from Britain did arrive at rafly im- 
mediately preceding the 29th of 
March la&, and applied to Dr. 
Franklin. That he himfelf kft Paris 
the fitft -of April, in order to em- 
bark at Toulon /or America. That 
at Toulon he received a letter from 
Doctor Kraa&in, elated the 7th of 
April. Mr. Deane put the letter into 
my hand, and, with his permiffion, 
I extracted the following .paragraph. 
- " " ■ " The negociator is gene back, 
apparently much chagrined at his 
little fucceft. I have promised him 
faithfully, that fince his proportions 
€9uld not bt tfcefttdi they fhould be 
jbnried in obliwou."— With «yery 
American I have no doubt but this 
tcftjmony by Doctor Franklin will 

§ ready outweigh the teftimony given 
y. Governor Johnftone and his ne- 
gociator, who has divulged the pro- 
portions the defired the Doctor to 
bury in oblivion. But there was de* 
iign in this conducV-it is fo pbriow 
that I. need notpoint it out. 

Second, v That this treaty with 
France was not the firft that France 
had exacted, and with which Mr. 
JJimeon Deane had put to fea, but 
granted and accede$J to after the fen- 
pments of the people of G«at Britain 
h*4 fully changed $" weaning with 
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regard to the meafures to, be purfuet 
with America, conciliation inftead of 
coercion i 

Upon this fecond article I muft 
obferve, that the Hon. Silas Deane, 
to whom I read it, and who -was at 
the Court of France during the whole 
rime of . any negotiation there for a 
treaty between France and America, 
aiTures me that France never cxa8e4 
any terms from America but thofe 
contained in the treaties of the 6th of 
February, and that Mr. Simeon Deana 
had never put to fea with any other' 
treaties. That it is true he had put 
10 fea preceding this period, but only 
charged with the declaration of the 
Court of France, delivered by Mont 
Gerard on the 16th of December, to 
the Ameiican Commiflioners, of 
whom Mr* Deane was one, and with 
letters from the Commiflioners, in r 
forming Congrefs, that the treaty 
would be formed agreeable to rtiat 
declaration, a /declaration which I 
have already ftatod in my letter to 
your Excellencies of the i>th of June, 
atYorJtTown. And thus, horn the 
exprefs authority of the Hon. Mr, 
Deane, Governor johnftone Hand* 
fully confuted. 

. As for the third fact, » That Spain, 
unaiked, had fent a formal me& 
age, difapf»ovingof the conduct of 
France," I have only to fay, that 
as I cannot offer evidence againft it, 
for argument I will admit the fact 
may be fo; ami what then? will 
Governor Johnftone pretend to fay. 
Spam now difapproves the conduct 
of France ?■— It is known to the world 
that France and Spain are in the mod 
perfect confidence together, Franca 
a now at war with Great Britain. 
Governor .. Johnftone now knows this 
fact, and I aiTure myfelf that he doea 
not doubt that Spain is cither at thia 
moment alio at war with Great Bri- 
tain, or very fhortly will be. A few 
weeks will afcertaia this matter, and 
demonftrate that the Governor i& 
content to catch at a ftraw. When 
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his Excellency wrote this on the 10th 
of June, he had then to learn, that 
. the Count D'EIUing had failed from 
Toulon ; and that the Spaniih plate 
fleet had arrived at Cadiz. 
• I now call upon Governor Johnftone 
relative to a more ferious fubjecl. His 
pergonal honour is interefted ; the fol- 
lowing particulars are not unworthy 
his notice : 

A letter figned by him, dated Phi- 
ladelphia, June 1 6th, 1778, and di- 
rected to the Hon. Rooert Morris, 
contains the following paragraphs : 
• [Theft paragraphs are inftrted in 
fage 14 ; the one begins , * k I believe 
the men who have conducted, &c." 
And the other, «« On Sunday the 21ft 
of June laft, relative to the written 
meflage from a married lady of cha- 
ncier having connections- with the 
Britim army/'] 

JOS. RpED. 

It is needlefs for me to make any 
reflections upon fuch particulars. I 
bid your Excellencies farwelL 

William Hevry Drayton» 

Philadelphia, July 18, 1778. 

To the Earl ^/Carlisle. 

Mj Lord, 
» As you, in conjunction with your 
brother Commiflioners, have thought 
proper to make one more fruiuefs 
negociatory eflay, permit me, through 
your Lordfhip, once more to addrefs 
the brotherhood. It is certainly to 
be lamented that gentlemen fo ac- 
complifhed fhould be fo unfortunate. 
Particularly, my Lord, it is to be 
regretted that you mould be raifed 
up as the Topftone to a pyramid of 
blunders. 

On the behalf of America I haye 
to intreat that yon will pardon their 
Congrefs for any want of politenefs, 
in not anfwering your letter. You 
may remember, that in their laft 
letter they flated certain terms as pre- 
liminaries to a negociation And I 
jam fure your Lordftiip's candour 



will do them the juftice to acknow- 
ledge that they are not apt to tread 
bade the fteps they have taken. la 
addition to this it fo happens that 
they are at prefent vtry indifferent 
whether or not your King and Par* 
liament acknowledge their independ- 
ency ; and ftill more indifferent as 
to withdrawing his fleets and ar- 
mies. 

You miftake the matter exceedingly 9 
when you fuppofe that any perfon 
in America wifhes to prolong the 
calamities of war. No, my Lord* 
we have had enough of them in all 
confeience. Bat the, fault lies on 
you or your 1 , or fome of 

the people he has about him, Con T 
grefs, when Sir William Howe land* 
ed on Staten Iiland, met him with 
their declaration of independence* 
They adhered to it in the moft peri- 
lous circumftances. They put their 
lives upon the iflue ; nay their ho** 
nour. -Now in the name of com- 
mon fenfe, how can you fuppofe they 
will relinquifti this object in the pre* 
font moment i 

I am fully of your Lordfhip's opi- 
nion, when you decline anydifpute 
with Congrefs, about the meaning of 
the term independence* They would 
have infinite advantage over you logi- 
cally, but what is worfe, they are 
politically in a capacity to put upon 
the term juftwhat construction they 
pleafe : nay, my Lord, eventually 
Great Britain mull acknowledge ju$ 
fuch an independence as Congrefs 
think proper; they are now in the 
full pofleffion and enjoyment of it. 
How idle in you ;o talk of infuring 
or enlarging what is out of your 
power, and cannot be encreafed. 

You give two reafons for not 
withdrawing your fleet and armies. 
The firft is, that you keep them here 
by way of precaution, againft your 
ancient enemies. Really, my Lord, 
I was at a lofs for fome time to com- 
prehend the force of (his rcafcning, 
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or Jiow a tody of men in this country 

, and a large fleet could proteS you 
egatrtft on in*vaJton from France* 
And! am even now perhaps miftaken, 
when I fuppofe your fea and land 
forces have been kept here to draw 
the attention of your enemies to this 
quarter, and leave their coaft expofed, 
that fo you may have an opportunity 
of invading France. If this war was 
the object, it hath had the defired 
effect. Your armies are doubtlefs 
aflembled in readinefs for the de- 
fcent, which, considering the unpro- 
vided ftate of that country, cannot 
l>ut prove fuccefsful: and therefore 
J congratulate your Lord (hip on the 
fair profpect you enjoy of feeing 
your Sovereign make his triumphant 
entry through the gates of Paris. 

Your fecond reafon for flaying here, 
is to protect the Tories. Pray, my 
Lord, ieafe your mind upon that fub- 
ject. L^t them take care of thenw 
ielyes. The little ones may be par- 
doned whenever they apply. The 
great ones have joined you from 
_confcienftou» or interpfted motives. 
The firft in having done what they 
thought right, will find fufficient 
comfort. The laft jkfervjs/ none. I 
offer you this confolarion, my Lord, 
becaufp we both know that you 
cannot protect the Tories, and be» 
caufe there is every reafon to be- 
lieve that you cannot protect your- 

You have, it feems, determined 
your judgment by what you conceive 
to be the intereft of your countty, 
and you propofe to abide by your 
declarations in your poflible fituatlon. 
I rather imagine that you are deter- 
mined by your inductions ; but if 
otherwife, furely, my Lord, you are 
not to learn that circumftances may 
materially alter the intereft of your 
country and your conceptions of it, 
The decifion of fome military events. 
which you did not wait for, would 
put you in a fituation to fpeak to 
£ongrefs in much more decent terms. 



than thoie contained in your Ial 
letter. 

But you want to know, my Lord, 
what treaties we have entered into. 
In pity to your nerves, Congreft 
have kept this knowledge. It will 
make, the nobleft among you tremble. 
As we are not about to negotiate at 
prefent, there is no need of the com- 
munication. However, to fatisrjr 
your curiofity as far as an indivi- 
dual can, I pray yon to recollect, 
that the Marquis de Noailles told 
yon his Court, when they formed 
an alliance with America, had taken 
eventual meafures* You cannot but 
know that a French fleet ' is now 
hovering on the coaft— draw your 
own conduuons, my Lord. 

It is a moft diverting circumftance 
to hear you afk Congrefs what power 
they have to treat, after offering to 
enter into a treaty with them, and 
being refufed. But I mall be glad 
to know by what authority you call 
on them for this difcovery. The 
Count de Vergennis had a right to 
it, but the Earl of Carlifle cer- 
tainly has not. Let me add, my 
Lord, in making the requeft there 
is a degree of afperity not fuited 
to your fituation. When you were 
in the arms of victory, we pardoned 
an infolence which had become ha- 
bitual to your nation. We fhall re- 
vere it, if preserved when you are 
reduced to the loweft pitch of wretch- 
ednefs. But m the prefent moment, 
when you certainly cannot terrify, 
and have not fuffered fo as to de- 
ferve pity, fuch language is quite 
improper. And it forces from me 
certain facts, which I am forry to 
mention, as they fhew your matters 
to be wicked beyond all example. 

When they found that no alliance 
was actually on the carpet between 
his Moft Chriftian Majefty and thefe 
States, they offered to cede a part 
of the Eaft Indies, to give equal pri- 
vileges in the African trade, and to 
divide- the iimeries, provided jhey . 

might 
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Aright be iat liberty icr.'rrarage 
America. And when that would 
not do, they told che Frenchr Minis- 
try that it was abfurd toitncat with 
<?ongreis ; that thev were fakhlefa* 
nay, that the bargain was ifruck for 
the purchafe of America, and money, 
to the amount of half a million, feat 
over to pay the price. Thefe, my 
Lord, are fa&s— -facts which will 
hangup to eternal infamy the names 
of your rulers. The French, my 
Lord, laughed at the mcannefs and 
falftrood of thefe declarations - Bat 
they fuftered themfeives to appear 
to be deceived. .They perwitted 
you to flounder on in the ocean of 
your fellies and your crimes. You 
and your brethren, I find, are di- 
rected to play the fame game here : 
to call our allies faithle&i to tell 
an hundred incoherent ft&ions about 
our treaties ; the fabftance of which 
you confefs yourfelvesatthas moment 
ignorant of. And, what is the 
greateft abfurdity, you preterid to 
tdl Congrefs the manner in which 
the negociations were carried on,* 
when Mr. Deane, the principal ne- 
cociator, on their part, is on the 
Jpot to give information. For fhame. 
For ftiame. It is for thefe refons that 
Congrefs treat you with fuch utter 
contempt. 

There is but one way to fink 
you ftill lower, and thank God you 
have found it out. You are about 
to publifh 1 Oh my Lord \ my 
Lord ! you are indeed in a mighty 
pitiful condition. You have tried 
Meets and armies, and proclamations, 
and now you threaten us with news 
papers. Go on, ^exhauil all your 
artillery. But know, that thofe who 
have withftood your flattery, and 
refufed your bribes, defpife your 
menaces.— —Farewell. When you 
come with better principles, and on 
a better errand, we mall be glad 
to meet you : till that moment, 
I am your Lordihip's moft obedient, 
and moft humble fervant, 

An American. 



Admira}ty-Offic$ t 3cf>t. i£, 177I.- 

Captain Venture, of the Hannah 
armed veflel, arrived this day with 
.difpatohes from the Lord Vifcount 
Howe, Commander in Chief of his 
Majefty's fhips in North America, to 
Mr. Stephens : of whkh the follow- 
ing are extracts: 
Eagle, at Sandy-hook, July 18, 1778* 

Theen*my continue in the fame 
fituatfon as mentioned in my letter of 
the nth inftant. The pofition they 
have taken, has enabled them to inter* 
cept about nine or ten moftly faoall 
trading vefiels bound to this port ; 
together with the York armed floop, 
and one of the bomb tenders of the 
fquadron. 

I under ftand * that the packet, 
which failed from England in May, 
haa been taken by an armed brig, 
mounting 14 guns, aod carried into 
New London. 
Maglt, Sandy-bilk, July 26, J 7 78. 

By this opportunity you' will re- 
ceive the farther reports of my pro- 
ceedings, lent fubfequent to the 6th 
inftant, (the date of my firft letter) 
by the Grantham packet, and a later 
conveyance. 

I have sow to add, that on the 
aid in the morning the enemy weigh- 
ed and flood from before this port to 
. the fouthward, with the wind to the* 
eailward, followed by the advice boats 
which I had Rationed without them* 
They were left, on the z\d in the; 
morning, in the. latitude of the De- 
laware, and about 30 leagues fron> 
the land, (leering by the wind at eaft r 
on the larboard tack. 

The weather having been very fa- 
vourable the laft three days for pro- 
fecuting an attempt to force the en-t 
trance of this port, and the Toulon 
fquadron not appearing on this part 
of the coaft, I conclude the French, 
Commander has defifted from the; 
purpofe he is reported to have de- 
clared to that erred. 

On the 2cth inftant, the Difpatch, 
fent for Halifax the* ioth, returned 
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with Utters ijom Captain Fielding 
Of the i$>th. 

Captain Fielding, on the moft 
laudable motives, ordered away the 
Centufion afid Raifonable from that 
ftation, to flrengthcn the fquadroft 
here, as foon as he heard of the ap- 
pearance of the enemy on this coaft : 
the two mips are not yet arrived ; 
but from the laft obferved pofition of 
the French fquadrort, and eafterly 
winds flill prevailing, I flatter my- 
felf they will efcape to the northward 
of the enemy, and may be daily ex- 
pected at the Hook. 

The Renown, which had been ap- 
pointed to conduct the Weft-India 
convoy, came in here from Antigua, 
the fame evening, with the Difpatch. 
Eagle, Sandy-kooky July 31, 1778. 

No opportunity for fending oft* the 
tlifyatches you will receive herewith 
having earlier offered, I am enabled, 
$n addition thereto, to acquaint yon, 
for the information of the Lords 
Commiflioners of the Admiralty, that 
the *Raifonabfe joined me here the 
cSth, and the Centurion, with the 
Cornwall, yefterday. 

Captain Edwards parted company 
from the fquadrpn with Vice-admiral 
Ifryron in a fndden and hard guft of 
Wind the 3d inftant, in latitude 48. 
33. and longitude 31. 16. 

No intelligence having been fince 
Received of the Vice-admiral, I am 
preparing to put immediately to fea, 
with the force collected at this port, 
in queft of the French fquadron, fup- 
feofed, when laft feen on the 28th, to 
ie T fleering for Rhode Ifland. 

Whitehall* Sept. 14, 1778. 
Triplicate of a letter from General 
' &r Henry Clinton, Knight of 

the Batby to Lord George Ger- 

MArN, one of bis Majefty y s Princi- 
'■ pal Secretaries pf State; the ori- 
ginal and duplicate cf <which have 
' not been retcived. 

tfenv-York/july II, 1778, 
My Lord, 
h have the honour to inelofe to 
ywLordihip copies of two letters 



lately received from Major-general 
Pigot, informing me of the fuccefs of 
two expeditions-, fent by. him from 
Rhode Ifland, to which I beg leave 
to refer. 

I have the h<*nour to be, fcc. 

H. Clinto*. 

Copy of a letter from Major-general 

Pi got to General Sir Henrt 

Clinton, dated Newport, May 

*7> '77»- 

Sir, 

In a former letter I had the honour 
to acquaint you with the arrival of 
General Sullivan at Providence, to 
take the command of the troops of 
this State. You was likewife in- 
formed that it was the prevailing opi- 
nion he was fent there on purpofe to 
make an attack upon this ifland, 
whenever a convenient opportunity 
offered. Every day fince has afforded 
new and fuffkient caufe to confirm 
this fofpicion ; and having procured 
intelligence, that a great number of 
large boats and a galley were a-fhore 
en the weft fide of the river, and be- 
low Hikamucl bridge, all under re- 
pair, with a number of, cannon and 
ftores, Commodore Griffith and my- 
felf were of opinion, that no time 
mould be loft to take advantage of 
this unguarded fituation of the re- 
bels, having certain inform Rtion that 
there was only a guard of lomen 
' upon the boats, and not more than 
250 men on the whole penmfula, 
from Warren to Briftol- ferry /' and 
that it was not poflible any confider- 
able force could be affembled and 
come to their affiftance before the 
boats were deftroyed, the whole bu- 
finefs finished, and the troops fafely 
re-embarked. Lieutenant - colonel 
Campbell, of the 2 2d regiment, be- 
ing ordered for this command, with 
eight battalion companies of the 2 2d 
regiment, the flank companies of the 
54th regiment, and Captain Nolte- 
nius's company of Heffian chafleurs, 
the whole making, about 500 men, 
marched, the evening of the 24th in- 
fant from Newport to Arnold's 

Point 
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Point, where they embarked about 
twelve o'clock on board the flat-bot- 
tom boats, under the direction of 
Captain Clayton and Lieutenant 
JLnowles of the navy ; and it is with 
pleafute I fend you the following 
agreeable report of Colonel Camp- 
bell's fuccefs and proceedings while 
on this expedition. He has acquaint- 
ed me, that the boats proceeded up 
the harbour towards Warren river, 
his Majefly's Ihip Flora then moving 
up above Papafquafh Point, to cover 
the operation of the troops ; and the 
ether (hips changing their ftation, fo 
as to give every afiiftance in their 
power* Soon after day-break, the 
troops landed undifcovered a mile 
above Briftol, and three miles below 
Warren, and Colonel Campbell de- 
tached Captain Seix of the a 2d regi- 
ment, with 30 men, to Papafquafh 
Point, to take and deftroy the rebel 
battery of one 18 pounder, which 
was eafily effected, ahd a Captain of 
artillery and 7 privates made pri- 
foners. The main body moved on 
to the town of Warren, and after 
taking the precaution of eftabliftiing 
pofts to fecure the partes, proceeded 
to Hickamuft river, where they found 
the boats without a guard, or any 
one to moled them. They were im- 
mediately collected in feveral heaps, 
and the whole fenfire to, amounting 
to 125 boats, many of them 50 feet 
in length, A galley of fix 1 2 poun- 
ders, two floops, one of them loaded 
with ftores, with a quantity of mate- 
rials for building and repairing, were 
likewife burnt, as was a mill and a 
bridge acrofs the river. The guns 
of the galley, together with three 18 
pounders mounted on travelling car- 
riages, were fpikeil, the trunnions 
knocked off, and the carriages burnt. 
This fervice being effeflually per- 
formed, the troops returned to War- 
ren The party of chafleurs left there 
had deftroved a park of artillery, con- 
futing of two 24 pounders, two 18 
pounders, and two 9 pounders, 



mounted on travelling carriages, with 
fide boxes, ammunition, and fide 
arms, complete, by fpiking up the 
guns, burning the carriages, lim* 
bers, &c. In the town of Warren 
they difcovered a houfe full of am* 
munition, combuftiblesj and other 
warlike ftores, and fome calks of 
rum, rice, and fugar, which was 
blown up, and the whole deftroyed. 

A new privateer floop, mounting 
fixteen 4 pounders, and fit for fea, 
was burnt in Warren river. The 
town -houfe, church, and feveral 
houfes, were likewife burnt to the 
ground. 

The objects of this enterprize being 
thus far eiFedled, the troops returned 
by the way of Briftol. On the march 
near Warren two field pieces were 
fpiked up, and a light three poun- 
der, abandonned by the rebels, was 
rendered ufelefs by being fpiked, and 
the carriage broken to pieces. Two 
three pounders in a redoubt on the 
road were deftroyed in the fame man* 
ner. In marching through the town 
of Briftol, one 18 pounder was fpiked, 
and a military ftore was blown up, 
and the church and fome houfes 
burnt. By this time a party of the 
rebels had aflembled, aad kept up 
a conftant fire upon our rear from two 
field pieces, and a number of fmall 
arms, till the troops gained the height 
above Briftol-ferry, where they fpik- 
ed up two 18 pounders in the rebel 
battery, and then made the fignal 
for the flat-bottom boats to advance 
from Papafquafh river. Upon their 
arrival, the whole detachment em* 
barked with regularity and good 
order, under cover of our fort on 
on the oppofite fhore, aad the Flora 
man *of war and two gallies, (the Pi- 
got and Spitfire) the latter hav- 
ing been taken from the rebels the 
fame morning by Lieutenant Kemp- 
thorn, of the Nonfuch. The rebels 
ventured to afcend the hill with one 
field piece, but not before the troops 
were all embarked, and the boats at 
• a great 
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a,grtfat diftance from tTie ftjore. This 
eflential fervice was performed with 
very inconfiderable lofs ; Lieutenant 
Hamilton, of the izd regiment, four 
Heflian foldiers, and eight Britifh, 
were wounded, and two drummers. 
It is impofliblc to afcertain the lofs 
the enemy fuftained, but believe it to 
fee of no great moment ; for though 
they kept up a heavy fire upon our 
tear at times, it was always at a great 
diltance, under cover of their field 
pieces, and from behind walls, which 
rendered the fire of our men very un- 
certain. The following is the num- 
ber of prifoners taken: i Colonel, 3 
Field Officers, 2 Captains, 2 Lieute- 
nants, and $8 perfons, moil of them 
foldiers, or belonging to the militia. 
Colonel Campbell fpeaks of the be- 
haviour of Lieutenant-colonel H;ll- 
fnan of the 22d regiment, Captains 
Poore and French of the 54-th, Cap- 
tain Noltenius of the Heflian chaf- 
iears, and of Lieutenant Melfhimer, 
Aid-de-camp to General LoJsberg, 
who went a volunteer and ferved as 
interpreter for the Heflians, in a man- 
ner that does them great honour; and 
the behaviour of the whole detach* 
merit, officers and men, gave him 
great pleafure, and deferves the 
higheft commendations. The great 
regularity and good order obferved 
by Captain Clayton and Lieutenant 
JCnowles of the navy, in conducting 
the flat-bottom boats during the night 
with fuch fecrefy along the enemy's 
ihore, and in landing the troops and 
re-embarking them with fo much ex- 
pedition, could not have been per- 
formed by any but thofe who have 
had fo much practice aad experience 
in that part of the fervice, and has 
contributed greatly to the fuccefs of 
the expedition. 

To the above account I have the 
pleafure to add, that about two 
o/clocjc the fame morning the Pigot 
galley, and fix armed boats, com- 
manded by Captain Reeve of the 
navy, paired the rebel battery at 

Vol. Vi'L 
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Briftol-ferry ; rind, tntfugh hailed by _ 
the fentries, the enemy were made to 
believe the galley was one of their 
own veflels. So. fopn as fhe came to 
an anchor in Mount Hope Bay,, 
Lieutenant Kempthorn moved for- 
ward to the entrance of Taunton ri- 
ver with the armed boats, and took, 
the rebel galley, carrying two 18 
pounders, two iz pounders, and fix 
6 pounders, without oppofition. The 
fame morning, in order to fix the at- 
tention of the rebels at Howland's- 
ferry to the Seconnet fhore, Lieute- 
nant D'Auvergne of the Alarm gal- 
ley landed a party of marines at Fog- . 
land -ferry, and fet fire to the rebel 
guard-houfe without receiving any 
hurt. 

Thefe fuccefles of the navy and 
army, in their Several operations, I. 
hope will convince the rebels that it 
is in the power of, this garrifon io an* 
noy, lay wafte, and diftrefs their per- 
fons and property, whenever they are 
inclined to do fo. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Robert* Picot. 

Copy of a letter from Major-general 

Pi cot to General Sir Henry 

C l i n ton . Dated Newport, May 

3<> '778. 
Sir, 

A few days ago I had the pleafure 
of acquainting you with Lieutenant- 
colonel Campbell's fuccefs in deftroy- 
ing the rebels fhipping, boats, can- 
non, magazines, &c. and having in- 
formation that there was a large 
quantity of boards and planks at Fall 
nver, and the only faw mills that are 
in this part of the country, the Com- 
modore and I were of opinion it would, 
be doing good fervice if the whole 
could be deftroyed. To effect which, 
100 men, of the 54th regiment, 
commanded by Major Eyre, embark- 
ed laft night in flat-bottomed boats 
at Arnold's Point, having the Pigot 
galley and fome armed boats for their 
protection and convoys unfortunately 
the galley got a-ground in paffing 

E BriiloU 
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Briftol-ferry ; tut the boats proceed- 
ed, and arrived a little after day- 
break at the propofed place for land- 
ing. They were diicovered fome 
time before they approached the 
fhore, and a general alarm was given 
by the difcharge of cannon and Tmall 
arms, When the troops attempted 
to land, they were fired upon by a 
(bong guard ; however, the gun-boat 
foon difperfed them, and they landed 
and pHiftied forwards to two mills, 
the one for fawing, the other for 
grain, which were fet fire to, and 
entirely confumed, together with a 
confiderable quantity of boards and 
planks for building boats or priva- 
teers. The Major finding a greater 
number of men in arms than he ex- 
pected, and being apprehenfive the 
oppofttion would increafe, thought it 
more prudent to retire than advance 
farther to the other mill, as the chief 
objeft of the expedition was anfwered, 
by deftroyin* the principal faw-mill, 
and all the boards and planks. In 
returning to the boats, they fet fire to 
the rebel guard-room, a provifion 
ftore, and nine cedar boats ; many 
facks of corn were deftroyed in the 
mills. His lofs was two men killed, 
and Lieutenant Goldfmkh and four 
men wounded. The rebels lofs is 
thought to be more confideraole. 
When the tide made, the galley got 
afloat ; but in towing her off, Lieu- 
tenant Congleton of tie Flora man of 
war was much wounded, and two 
men unfortunately killed. I have 
great pleafure in acquainting you, 
that on this expedition the navy and 
army behaved with their ufual fpirit 
and firmnefs. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) R. Pi got. 

Extracl of a letter from General Sir 
Henry Clinton, Knight of the 
Bath, toLordGzoRCE Girmain, 
dated New-York, July 27, 1778. 
I had the honour of writing to your 
Lordfhip, on the 16th inttant, by- 
way of Halifax, a»d took, that oppor- 
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tunity to tranfmit duplicates of* t&y 
difpatches, fent by the Grantham ex* 
prefs boat. 

There were fome days fince ap- 
pearances, which feemed to indicate 
an intention of a general attack upon 
this place, in order to co-operate 
with the French fleet ; but as they 
have qftitted their ftation near Sandy- 
hook, and General Wafhington has 
reinforced Sullivan, it is more tha» 
probable that Rhode Ifland is become 
their objecl ; however as that place 
has been reinforced with Major-ge- 
neral Prefcott and five battalions ; 
and Major-general Pigot, with the 
great afliftance he has met with from 
the navy, has had time to put the 
fea defences in a tolerable ftate, it is 
to be hoped that he will be able, at 
lead for a time, to refift the attack. 

Major Agnew, of the 24th regi- 
ment, will have the honour of de- 
livering my difpatches : permit me 
to recommend him to your Lordfhip** 
notice as a deferving officer. [Gazttu. 



L6ndon Gazette Extraordinary. 

Whitehall, Qaober 15, 1778. 
Extracl of a letter from General Sir 
Henry Clinton, Knight of the 
Bath, to Lord G eor c e Ger- 
main, one of his Majefifs Prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, daud 
New-York, Auguft n, ,1778, r*- 
cei<ved by Captain Wilson , of the 
'j id regiment, <who came in the 
Duke of Cumberland packet bvat, 
which arrived at Falmouth on tht 1 
1 2th inftant, in thirty -four day* 
from N*w-York. 

I was honoured with your Lord- 
fhip's circular* letter of the 3d, and 1 
dispatch of the 5th of June, by the 
Sandwich- packet, on the 3d inftant. 

In my laft, tranfmitted by the^ 
Mercury, I had the honour of in- 
forming you, that the French fleet 
had quitted their ftation near Sandy- 
hook ; and that I thought it more: 
than probable R hode Ifland was be- 
come their objecV - 

Lord 
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Lord Howe, with the fleet under 
his command^ went to Tea on the 6th. 
The inclofed, extracts of letters, 
(No. I, II, and III.) which I received 
within thefe few days from Major- 
general Pigot, and have now the 
honour to tranfmit to your Lordfhip, 
will (hew that my opinion was well 
founded, refpecling the deftination of 
the French fleet ; though I am not 
at prefent able to give your Lordfhip 
any other information concerning its 
operations at Rhode I/land, than what 
is contained in the before- mentioned 
er rails of Major-general Pigot's 
letters. 

£y difpatches, which I have iuft 
now received from St. Auguftine, 
from Governor Tayon and Brigadier- 
general Prevoft, dated the 1 1 th and 
25th of laft month, I find that the 
rebels have been checked in their 
attempts upon the frontiers of Raft 
Florida ; and that they are now un- 
4er no apprehenfions of the enemy's 
being abJe to effect any thing againft 
that province. 

I No. I. ] 
JExtraJI of a letter from Major-geni- 
ral Sir Robert Pi cot to Gene- 
ral Sir Henry Clinton, dated 
Newport, Julj 31, and Auguft 1, 
1778. 

The French fleet appeared the 
2<Jth, about eleven in the morning. 
The Anfpach regiments and Browne's 
corps, who were at Couanicut, were 
immediately withdrawn, leaving a 
detachment in the redoubts. The 
next morning two line of battle mips 
came up to Narraganzet paffage. 
Our battery hulled one of them twice ; 
they anchored oppoiite the north end 
of Conanicut. Two 36 gun frigates 
and a brig are in the Seconnet, paf- 
fage ; upon their moving towards the 
Jting's Fiflier and galleys, they were 
fet hre to and blown up. This day 
the two two-deckers have been endea- 
vouring to return to fea and join the 
fleet, which has been tacking back- 
Wards and forward the whole day,and 
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this evening are come to an anchor 
off Brenton's Lodge, where they an- 
chored upon their £rft coming. They 
do not fhew any inclination of en- 
tering the harbour, and deftroying 
the tranfports and Flora frigate. 
The other frigates are advanced to- 
wards Briftol-ferry, near the more, 
and have been bufy getting out their 
provifions, guns, and powder ; but 
if the two-deckers go and join the 
fleet, they will come into the har- 
bour, and land their guns and ftcres. 
The parties at the redoubts on Co- 
nanicut are withdrawn, and the fheep 
and oxen brought off the ifland. 
Every thing is prepared for the re- 
giments at the advanced pofts, and 
the out detachments, to retire within 
our redoubts, where we intend to 
make our ftand, and oppofe any force 
that may come againft us. It is un- 
certain where the landings are to be^j 
I have twice endeavoured to get an 
inhabitant from the main, but b*oth 
times failed in the attempt; this 
evening another perfon has offered to 
land and gain intelligence. There 
is very little appearance that the re- 
bels are ready, from the few that are 
feen on either more ; but it is likely 
the grand embarkation will come 
from Providence, where all their tents, 
ftores, and provifions are. The 
Commrflary's ftores are removed from 
houfey on the wharfs to the rope- 
walk ; and the navy provifions are 
removing from the town. 

Aug. 1. The wind has been againft 
the two fhips in the Narraganzet 
pafTage, fo cannot fay if they mean 
to join the fleet, or continue where 
they are, but they are at prefent of 
little ufe to them. 

( No. II. ) 
Exfracl of a letter from Major-gene- 
ral Sir Robert Picot to Gene- 
ral Sir Henry Clinton, dated 
Newport, Jug, 2, 1778. 
Yefterday I did myiclf the ho- 
nour to write to you, to acquaint 
you of the arrival of the French fleet 
E z, off 
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bfT the mouth of the harbour. Lall 
night I fent afhore, and brought off 
two inhabitants, the one belonging to 
Warwick Neck, the other to North 
Kingfton. They give an account, 
that every thing is nearly ready, and 
that it is believed next Wednefday 
or Thurfday three different landings 
will be attempted ; the one from 
Briftol, another from the Seconnet 
ihore, and the third from the fleet, 
and ifland of Conanicut, where a 
force is to be aflembled, It is faid 
General Arnold, with troops from 
the Delaware, is on board the French 
fleet. The militia from the New 
England provinces are drafted, and 
marched to Providence. Thefe peo- 
ple fay, that the Admiral is deter- 
mined to deftroy the town, and will 
fail into the harbour whenever the 
other landings at the North of the 
ifland are to take place. The two 
frigates and brig are fti 11 in the Se- 
connet, and the two line of battle 
fhips have not been able to get out 
of the Narraganzet pafTage. The 
French have put two guns on the 
Dumplins, ana, it is faid", a force will 
be fent on that ifland this day. All 
our baggage is brought in from the 
camps, that the regiments may retreat 
as convenient as poffible when found 
necefTary. I have net at prefent 
more to add. * 

( No. III. ) 

Copy of a letter from Major-general 

Sir Roeeut Picot to General 

Sir Henry Clinton, dated 

Nevufort, Auguft 3, 1778. 

Laft night and the night before 

J had the honour of writing to you, 

and acquainted your Excellency with 

the fituadon we were in, and what 

we could learn of that of the rebels 

and the French; I hope one or other 

of thole accounts you have received. 

This morning I had the pleafure of 

your Excellency's letter of the 29th, 

and an hour afterwards arrived an 

naval officer from Lord Howe with 

difpatches. Since I wrote yefterday; 



two armed brigs have arrived in the. 
Seconnet, along-fide the French Fri- 
gates, full of men ; the officers could. 
not tell whether they were rebels of 
French, foldiers or failors.' The brigs 
continue with the frigates, but the 
men are either put on board the 
frigates, or landed. Yefterday and 
to-day a great number of fmall vef- 
fels, and two mips Tuppofed to be 
rebel frigates, went Up the Nar- 
raganzet pafTage from fea towards 
Providence, fuppofed to be full of 
men ; but they were at two great a 
diftance todifcover any thing particu- 
lar. About 200 Krenchi marines were 
feen to-day a more on Conanicut, and 
a number of men about the Dum- 
plins. It is thought to be a working 
party. We fhall make the fignal 
on the high ground near the place 
you defire ; and, if in my power, 
will execute the reft of what you re- 
commend If the French fleet comes 
into the harbour, the Seconnet pa£ 
fage will be open. We are making 
a redoubt to fecure the Gorge from 
Brenton's Neck, fhoiild a landing be 
made there. In my laft I told you 
that the people I had made prifoners 
acquainted me, that the rebels would 
be ready by Wednefday or Thurfday 
at fartheft ; that three different land- 
ings were intended — from Briftol, 
from the Seconnet, and from the fleet 
and fhore at the South end, or in the 
harbour. We are preparing again ft 
every event. All the cattle and 
teams are drove in. The out-pofh 
will continue to the laft moment, ancj 
have orders not to retreat till the 
fleet enters the harbour, or a landing 
is attempted. We will make our 
front as ftrong as we can Should 
they raife batterieV againft us, it will 
take time. If they make a fuddeti 
attack, I hope we fhall defend our- 
felves well. The troops a r e healthy 
an4 in good fpirits; fhall have all 
the encouragement I can give theni 
to maintain their ground to the laft. 
We have fecured moil of our pro- 
visions 
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irifions and ammunition, and I don't 
know that any thing is wanting. 
Three frigates are gone to the North 
jend of the Illand. I don't think the 
French will venture after them, left 
they may want their afljftance when 
abfent. 

Copy cf a letter from Lieutenant- 
general Earl Co * K WALL is to Lor J 
George Germain, dated New 
Yorky September 6 , 1778. 
Upon receiving information, that 
jiotwithftanding the departure of the 
French fleet, the rebels ftill conti- 
nued the attack at Rhode Ifland, Sir 
Henry Clinton embarked in perfon 
with the firft battalion of light in- 
fantry, the firft battalion of grena- 
diers, and the third and fourth bri- 
gades under fhe command of Major- 
General Grey, and proceeded through 
the Sound to the relief of that place. 
I have received a letter from his Ex- 
cellency, dated the firft of this month, 
off Rhode Illand, acquainting me, 
that the enemy had evacuated the 
Ifland the evening before. 

We learn from Captain Wilfon, 
that Lord Howe and Count d'Eftaing 
had been upon the pjint of an ei> 
gagement on the 1 itn of Auguft, and 
Were Separated by a ftorm ; and rhat 
Lord Howe had been 'joined by 
the Monmouth, a 64 gun (hip, part 
of Admiral Byron's fquadron ; and 
that Count d'Eftaing was in Nan- 
taflcet Road on the 29th; and' that 
Lord Howe had anchored oppofite to 
him ; that two* fleets of victuallers 
had reached New- York, one on the 
30th of Auguft, and the other the 
1 ft of September ; in which Iaft was. 
the Lionefs ftoremip" ;' that Rear Ad- 
miral Parker, on the 29th day of 
Auguft, with fix mips of the line, 
part of Admiral Byron's fquadron, 
had alfo reached New- York ;* and 
that the He'flian and Anfpach re- 
cruits were fjx>ke with' by Captain 
Wilfon, in New. York river the 6th 
pf September. * ..,,-> 

Admiralty Qjfi<e> Sept. ic, 1778. 
lieutenant Dod, of bis Ma* 



jefty's armed brig, the Cabo^arrived 
at this office from Halifax on Tues- 
day Iaft, with difpatches from the 
Honourable Vice-Admiral Byron, and' 
Sir George Collier, to Mr. Stephens, 
of which the following are extracts : 
Extra ft of a letter f pom the Honour- 
able Vice Admiral Byron, dated 
on board the Princefs Royal, Halt* 
fax harbour , Auguft 27, 1778. 
In confequence of their Lordftiips 
orders of the 5th of June, I failed m * 
the morning of the 9th from Ply- 
mouth Sound, with the fquadron 
under my command, and worked out 
of the channel againft a frelh gale of 
wind at S r W. Nothing very ma- 
terial happened *till the third of July, 
when the fquadron was feparated in k 
latitude 49. 4 North longitude 26. 
48. Weft, from the Lizard, in a moft 
violent gale at North, with exceflive " 
heavy rain. At eight o'clock next 
evening the ftorm abated, and (hewed 
only the Princefs Royal, Invincible, 
Culloden, and Guadaloupe, of the 
fquadron. On the 6th the Cul- 
loden was directed to look out ia 
the North Eaft quarter, and the 
Guadaloupe in. the South Weft. The 
Guadaloupe joined again next afier- 
noon,and kept company 'till the 2ift t 
when fhe and the Invincible fepara- 
ted in a very thick fog, upon the 
Banks of Newfoundland. On the 
5th of Auguft we fell in with th* 
Culloden, after being a month from 
us ; but fhe parted company again 
in the night of the nth. The Prin- 
cefs Royal thus left by herfelf, I con- 
tinued my beft endeavours to get to 
Sandy-Hook, but the prevailing winds 
being from the South Weft to Weft, 
we made very flow progrefs. On the 
iSth of Auguft, at five in the morn- 
ing, we <lifcovered twelve fail of mips 
at anchor to leeward of us, about nine 
or ten miles, Sandy Hook then bear- 
ing North 40. Weft, diftance 28 
leagues. We immediately bore away 
for' them, but at Cix o'clock we per* 
ceived they- were large fhips, and fe- 
veral of them getting under way, and 
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waking fignals to each other, which 
we did not underftand. We hawled 
our wind to the Weftward, in order 
to clear (hip ; at half paft feven ha- 
ving cleared fhip, we tacked and took 
in the firft reef of the topfails, flung 
the yards, &c. and got the fhip in 
every refpecl: fit for action. At nine 
we tacked to the Weftward ; two fhips 
of the line were then in chace of us 
from the fleet, and one of them, which 
appeared to be the fm all eft, came up 
with us very faft. At ten we made, 
the private fignal eftablifhed for the 
American fquadron, which was not 
aniwered ; before this we had loft 
fight of the fleet, and in half an hour 
after, the headmoft and fmalleft of the 
chafing fhips backed her mizen top- 
fail, to let tlie fternmdft and largeft 
lhip A which appeared to be of 74 or 
So guns, come up with her ; as fpon 
as fhe got up, they made fome fignal, 
and both bore away for their fleet ; 
which fnrprized us greatly, for they 
were not above three miles diftant, 
and had fo much the advantage in 
failing, that they might have been 
up with us in lefs than two hours, 
had they continued the chace. The 
weather was very hazy when we were 
at the neareft to this fleet ; one fhip 
was obferved to have loft her bolt- 
fprit, and another to have jury top- 
mafts ; one carried a flag at the main, 
and another a flag at the fore-top 
gallant maft heads, which, with the 
fignal they made to each other, and 
the whole of their conduct and ap- 
pearance, left us in no doubt of their 
being the French fquadron under 
the command of Monf. D'Eftaing; 
and I flatter myfelf, that if the fqua- 
dron I was entrufted with had net 
been feparated, I fhould have com- 
pleatly fulfilled his Majefty's inten- 
tions, and their Lordihips orders ; 
but unfortunately I had no. fhip with 
me. T did not think it advifeable, 
after this, to try with the Princefs 
Royal alone, to reach Sandy Hook, 
neither could I attempt .to get to 
Khoek Ifland, as the caemy's fqua- 



dron lay dire&Iy between u* aad botJt 
thefe places ; I therefore determined 
to pufh for Halifax, and arrived 
here Iaft night. I found no fhip here 
of force, except the CuIIoden, whofe 
commander had judged it expedient 
to bear away for this harbour, where 
he arrived the 16th. Not. a moment, 
fhall be loft in getting the Princefs 
Royal put in a condition for the fea : 
as foon as that is done, I purppfe 
failing with her and the CuIIoden, 
to form a junction with Lord Howe, 
of which I have endeavoured to give 
his Lord fhip notice, by a fmall floop 
belonging to the Naval Yard, which 
Commiffioner Hughes has lent for 
that fervice. 

Extraft of m Utter from the Hetti- 
rable Vice Admiral Byron, , da- 
ted on board the Princefs Royal t 
Halifax Harbour, Sept, 3, 177S. 
" The Princefs Royal having got 
a fupply of water and provifions, and . 
her feremaft being fecured in the 
beft manner circ urn fiances will admit 
of, I purpofe failing hence to-morrow, 
with her, the CuIIoden, Diamond 
frigate, and Difpatch floop ; I take 
the two laft becaufe they are clean, 
and their commanders well acquain- 
ted with the navigation of the coaft, 
which makes me hope they will be 
found extremely ufeful. Captain 
Fielding was charged with the com-, 
mand of the King's fhips employed 
on the coaft of Nova Scotia ; but 
as I have thought it expedient to 
take him with me, Sir George Col- 
lier is directed to carry on the duty 
which Captain Fielding was entruf* 
ted with." 

ExtraJt of a letter from Sir George 
Collier, dated on board the Rain* 
bow y in Halifax Harbour, Sept. 8. 
1778. 

" I have the honour to inform. their 
Lordfhips that Vice. Admiral Byron 
failed from hence on the 4th inftant, 
with his Majefty's fhips Princefs Roy- 
al, CuIIoden, Diamond, Difpatch, > 
aid Hope Hoops, in order to join the 
fquadro* 
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ftjtt&dron under the command of the 
Vifcount Howe, 

* <r A French fhip of 74 guns, called 
Le Caefar, arrived about eighteen 
days ago at Bofton, in a fhattered. 
condition, having had a warm action 
with the Ifis, who had killed and 
wounded fifty of her men, amongft 
which number was her Captain, 
Monfieur Bougainville, who has loft 
his arm in the action. 

" The French, fquadron under Le 
Compte D'Eftaing, after being dif- 
perfed in a hard gale of wind, which 
difmaftedtwo of their principal mips, 
arrived flngly at Bofton, where they 
are at prefent refitting. 
- ** I have the fatisfaetion to inform 
their Lordfhips, that the troops com- 
posing this garrifon are very healthy, 
and in good fpirits, and 1 from the 
many additional batteries and works, 
there is great reafon to believe that 
any attempt of the enemy againfl the 
place would prove abortive. 

" I have directed his Majefty's 
armed brig Cabot to proceed with 
thefe difpatches to England with the 
wmoftexpeditibn. 

* N. B. Lieutenant Dod, in his paf- 
fage, fell in with the Hinchinbroolc 
floop,one of Vice-Admiral Montagu's 
fquadron, on the Banks of New- 
foundland, whofe Commander in- 
formed him, that Commodore Evans, 
in the Invincible, had put into St. 
John's in that ifland ; and, having 
repaired her damages, had again pro- 
ceeded to fea." 



Whitehall, O8ober 27, 1778. 
■ The difpatches, of which the fol- 
lowing are extracts, from General 
Sir Henry Clinton, Knight of the 
Bath, to the Right Honourable Lord 
George Germain, one of his Majef- 
tyV principal Secretaries of State, 
were received on Sunday laft, from 
Lieutenant Grow, of his Majefty's 
fhip the Apollo,- which left New- 
York on the 17th of September, and 
arrived at Plymouth on the ajdinftant. 



1 > 

New-Fort, Sefitimher I $,.177$. 

I had the honour of receiving yout 
Lordfhip's difpatches of the 12th of 
June and ift of July, by the Lord 
Hyde pacquet, on the 18th of lait 
month, and a' triplicate of your letter 
No. 7, by the Lionefs, on the 7 th 
initant, 

I detached Major-general Tryon, 
fome time ago, to the eaft end of Long 
Ifland, to iecure the cattle on that 
part; in which fituation he could 
either reinforce Rhode Ifland, or 
make a defcent on Connecticut, as 
circumftancesmightoccur; and trans- 
ports for 4>ooo men were laying then 
jn the Sound, and that number of 
troops ready for embarkation on the 
fhorteft notice. 

In this ftate things were, when 
Lord Howe failed for Rhode Ifland ; 
and it was my intention to proceed 
up the Sound, with the troops above- 
mentioned, that they might be within 
his Lordfhip's reach, in cafe we mould 
fee an opportunity for landing thenar 
to act with advantage ; but, on the 
27th of laft month, at the inftant they 
were embarked, I received a letter 
from Lord Howe, indofing one from 
Major-general Pigot, by which I was 
informed, that the French fleet had 
quitted Rhode Ifland ; but that the 
rebels were 1H11 there in great force, 

I thought it advifeable to fail im- 
mediately for the relief of that place, 
but contrary winds detained us till the 
3 ill; and, on our arrival, we found 
that the enemy had evacuated the 
Ifland. For particulars 1 muft beg 
leave to refer your Lordlhip to Sir 
Robert Pigot's letter, a copy of which 
I have the honour to indole. I was 
not without hopes, that I fhould have 
been able to effect a landing, in fuch a 
manner as to have made the retreat of 
the rebels from Rhode Ifland very pre- 
carious; or that an opening would have 
offered for attacking Providence with 
advantage: being thwarted in both 
thefe views by the retreat of the re- 
bels, as the wind was fair I proceeded 

towards 
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towards New London, where I ha^d rea- 
fon to believe there were many priva- 
ieers ; but the wind coming unfavour- 
able juft as I arrived off that port, and 
continuing fo for twenty-four hours, 
I left the fleet, directing Major-ge- 
lieral Grey to proceed to Bedford, a 
noted rendezvous for privateers, &c. 
and in which there were a number of 
captured Ihips at that time. For the 
particulars of his fuccefs, which has 
certainly been very complete, I 
jnuft beg leave to refer your Lord- 
fhip to the inclofed letter. 
lam, &c. 

H. Clinton. 
Copy of a letter from Major-general 

Pigot to General Sir Henry 

Clinton, dated Newport, Rhode 

If and, Auguft 31, 1778. 

Though by my feveral letters fince 
the 29th of July laft, more efpecially 
by that I had the honour of writing, 
by Lieutenant-colonel Stuart, and 
the accuracy of his intelligence, your 
Excellency will have been informed 
of the ftate of affairs here to the 2Sth 
inftant ; yet, as many of thofe let- 
ters, from the uncertainty of the 
communication, may not have reach- 
ed you, a fummary of the tranfac- 
tions fince the 29th of July, when 
the French fleet arrived, to the laft 
period, will not be unneceffary, and. 
may help to explain iubiequent 
event?. 

From the firft appearance of the 
fleet to the 8th initant, our utmoil 
exertions were directed to removing 
to places of fecurity the provifions, 
ammunition, and military and naval 
ilores, which were either on board 
. fhip, or on the wharfs, preparing a 
fortified camp, and difpofing every 
thifig for refilling the combined at- 
tacks of the French and rebels 
upon us ; and I immediately with- 
drew from Conanicut Brown's Pro- 
vincial corps, and two regiments of 
Anfpach, which had been ftationed 
there. The next morning the guns 
on the Beaver Tail and Dumplin 



batteries, the former of which warf 
directed with fome effect again ft two 
line of battle mips that entered the 
Nafraganzet paflage, were rendered 
unferviceable, as the fleet entering the., 
harbour, would cut off all communi- 
cation with that ifland ; of which the 
French Admiral. foon after took a 
temporary poffeffion, and landed the 
marines of his fquadron; During. 
this period, from the movements of 
the French fhips in the Seaconet on 
the *cth, the King's Fifher and twer 
gallies were obliged to befet on fire ; 
and afterwards, on the 5th intent*, 
the four advanced frigates, from the. 
approach of two of the enemy's line, 
of battle (hips from the Narrangan- 
zet, were likewife deltroyed, after 
faving fome of their ftores, and fe- 
curing the landing of the feamen. 

When it was evident the French 
fleet were coming into the harbour; 
it became necefiary to collect our : 
forces, and withdraw the troops from 
the north parts of the ifland, which 
was accordingly done that evening* 
I likewife ordered all the cattle on 
the ifland to be drove within our. 
lines, leaving only one cow with each 
family, and every carriage and in- 
trenching tool to be fecured, as the 
only meafures that could be devifed 
to diflrefs the rebels and impede their, 
progrefs. 

On the 8th inftant, at noon, the 
French fleet (which from its appear- 
ance had continued with little varia- 
tion at anchor about three miles from 
the mouth .of the harbour) got under 
way, and Handing in under a light 
fail, kept up a warm fire on Bren- 
tcn's Point, Goat Ifland, and the ? 
north batteries, which were manned 
by feamen of the deflroyed frigates* 
and commanded by Captain Chris- 
tian, Lieutenants Forrert and Ot— 
way of the navy, who returned the . 
fire with great fpirit, and in a good 
direction. The laft of thefe works 
had been previoufly flrengthened, and 
fome tranfports funk in its front, as 
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fch> eJfectual mearure to nlock,np the mini-hill; -and I directed a battery 
pafiage between it and Rofe Iiland. of one twenty-four and two eighteen 



The next moriiing we had the plea- 
fare. to fee the Englifh- fleet, and I 
immediately fent on board to com- 
municate to Lord Howe our fitua* 
tion> and that of the enemy. By 
nine o'clock the following day the 
French fleet repaired our batteries, 
and failed out of the harbour, firing 
on them as before, and having it re- 
turned with equal fpirit on our fide. 
By this cannonade from the (hips on 
both days, very fortunately not one 
man was hurt, or any injury done, 
except to fome houfes in town. 

I Shall now proceed to inform your 
Excellency of the movements of the 
enemy from the 9th in flan t, when 
they landed at Howland's-ferry. 

The badnefs of the weather for 
fome days muit have prevented their 
tranfpprting of Stores, or being in 
. readinefs to approach us, as they did 
not make their appearance near us 
till the.' 1.4th, when a large body took 
pofleffion of Honyman's-hill. 

To repel any attempts from that 
quarter, a breaft-work was directed to 
be made along the heights from Green 
End to Irish's redoubt, which was 
lbengthenedby an abbatis. 

On the 17 th, the enemy was dis- 
covered breaking ground on Hony- 
man's-hill, on the fummit of which, 
and on their right of the Green. End 
road, they were conducting a bat- 
tery : the next day another was com- 
menced fy than tor Ave guns to their 
left, and iri a direct line with the 
former, whjfih was prepared nor four. 
On this day a line of approach was 
lilcewife begun by them from the bat- 
tery on- the right to Gjeen End road, 
w^ich works we endeavoured to ob- 
ifcuct by keeping a continual flue on 
them. The 1^ the enemy opened 
' their lef; battery, which obliged our 
encampment to be removed further 
in tfce war. Tl>ia day we began an- 
other line, for the greater fecurity of 
our left, from Irifh's redoubt ;o Fo^ 
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pounders to be raifed on our right 
breaft-work to counteract thofe of the 
enemy, which were opened the fol- 
lowing day, when they were obferved 
bufied in forming a fecond approach 
from the firft, to a nearer distance on, 
the road. 

At noon the French fleet again 
came in view, much difabled, and 
anchored off the port, where it con- 
tinued till the 2zd, when it finally 
diiappeared. 

This day the rebels were construct- 
ing two other batteries much lower 
down the hill than the former, one 
on the right for five, the other on the 
left of Green End road for feven 
guns-, both which were opened the 
next day, when I found it neceflary 
to attempt Silencing them, and there- 
fore ordered a battery for feven heavy 
guns, on commanding ground, near 
Green End, which, from the ob- 
structions given by the enemy's fire, 
could not be completed till the z$th f 
when the rebels thought proper, to 
clofe the embrafures of their lower 
batteries, and make ufe of them for 
mortars. During this time they had 
been constructing on the height of the 
eafi road, another for one of thirteen 
inches ; and this day began a third 
approach in front, and to the right 
of their lower batteries. 

The a6th, obferving theenefliy to 
discontinue their works, and learning, 
from deferters, they were removing 
the officers baggage and heavy artil- 
lery, I detached Lieutenant-colonel 
Bruce, with a hundred mert of the 
j 4th regiment, in the night, ever 
EaSton's Beach, in queft of intelli- 
gence, who with great adHrefs fur- 
priced and brought ofE a picquet of 
two officers and twenty- five men, 
without any Iofs. Some of Colonel 
Fining's corps, at different times, 
.exerted themfelves in taking ©#* peo? 
pie from the enemy's advanced pofls ; 
but little intelligence to be depended 
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ttpori was ever obtained from them ; 
nor were other attempts to procure it 
more efficacious, as from all that 
could be learned, it was doubtful 
whether their intentions were to at- 
tack our lines or retreat. 

On the 27th the Sphynx and two 
other (hips of war arrived ; and I had 
the honour of being informed by Co- 
lonel Stuart of your Excellency's in- 
tention to reinforce this poft. 

On the following day the Vigilant 
galley took a ftation to cover the left 
flank of the army ; and at ten o'clock 
that night the rebels made an at- 
tempt to furprize a fubaltern's pic- 
quet from the Anfpach corps, but 
were repulfed, after killing one man, 
and wounding two others. 

The 29th, at break of day, it was 
perceived that the enemy had retreat- 
ed during the night, upon which Ma- 
jor-general Prefcot was ordered to de- 
tach a regiment from the fecond line 
under his command, over Eafton's 
Beach, towards the left flank of the 
enemy's encampment, and a part of 
Brown's corps was directed to take 
poflcfiion or their works. At the 
fame time. Brigadier-general Smith 
was detached with the 2 2d and 43d 
regiments, and the flank companies of 
the 3&th and 54th, by the eaft road. 
Major-general Lofsberg marching by 
the weft road, with the Heflian chaf- 
feurs and the Anfoach regiments of 
Voit and Seaboth, in order, if pof- 
fible, to annoy them in their retreat ; 
and upon receiving a report from Ge- 
neral Smith, that the rebels made a 
Hand, and were in force upon Qua- 
ker's-hill, I ordered the 54th and 
Heflian regiment of Huyn, with part 
of Brown's corps to fuftkin him ^, but 
before they could arrive, the perfe- 
verance of General Smith, and the 
fpirited behaviour of the troops, had 
gained pofleflion of the ftrong poft on 
QuakerVhill, and obliged the enemy 
to retire* to their works at the north 
end of the ifland. On hearing a fxnart 
ire from the chaffeurs^ngaged on the 



weft road, I difpatched Colonef 
Fanning's corps of Provincials to join 
General Lofcberg, who obliged the 
rebels to quit two redoubts made to 
cover their retreat, drove them be- 
fore him, and took pofleffionof Tur- 
key-hill. Towards evening, an at- 
tempt being made by the rebels to 
furround and cut off the chafleurs, 
who were advanced on the left, the 
regiments of Fanning and Huyn were? 
ordered up to their fupport, and af- 
ter a fmart engagement with the ene- 
my, obliged them to retreat to their 
main body on Windmill-hill. 

To thefe particulars I am in- jiiftict 
obliged to add Brigadier-general 
Smith's report, who, amidft the ge- 
neral tribute due to the good conduct 
of every individual under his com- 
mand, has particularly 4iftingui(hed 
Lieutenant-colonel Campbell and the 
2 2d regiment, on whom, by their 
pofition, the greater weight of th« 
action fell. He alfo mentions with 
applaufe the fpirited exertions of 
Lieutenant-colond Marfh and the 
43d regiment, of Captains Coore 
and Trench, who commanded the 
flank companies. He likewrfe ac- 
knowledges particular obligations to 
all the officers and men of the royal 
artillery, as alfo to the feamen who 
were attached to the field-pieces ; and 
has exprefled his thanks to Captain 
Barry, of the 52d regiment, who was 
a volunteer on this occafion, and af- 
Med in carrying his orders. Gene- 
ral Lofsberg has given his teftimony 
of the very good behaviour of the 
Anfpach corps, commanded by Co- 
lonel de Voit, and of Captains Malf- 
fburg and Noltenius, with their coav 
panies of chafleurs. 

After thefe actions, the enemy took 
poft in great numbers on Windmifl- 
hill, , and employed themffbres In 
ftrengthening that advantageous fltu- 
ation. 

This night the troops lay on their 
arms on the ground they had gained, 
and directions' were given for bring- 
ing 
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mg np the camp equipage. Artil- 
lery were likewife Tent for, and pre- 
parations made to remove the rebels 
from their redoubts ; but by means 
of the great number of boats, they 
retreated in the night of the 30th 
over Briftol and Howland's-ferry ; 
thus relinquishing every hold on the 
ifland, and refigning to us its entire 
pofleffion. 

During thefe tedious and fatiguing 
operations, I was much indebted to 
the active zeal of Captain Brifbane 
and all the Captains, other officers 
and men of the navy, who enabled 
me to man the different batteries 
with their molt experienced oncers, 
and heft men, who by their example 
and conftant attention contributed 
much in the fupport of the defences. 
And I mud alio take notice of the 
good inclination for the fervice ftiewa 
by the marines of the different fhips, 
which occafioned my giving them iu 
charge the defence of that principal 
poll on Fominifhill, Nor can I con- 
clude this account, without expref- 
Jing my fincere acknowledgments to 
every officer and foldier under my 
command, and to the feveral depart- 
ments, for their unwearied exertions 
(0 counteract fo many difficulties. 

The prifoners taken on the 29th 

are not many in number; but I have 

reafon to believe the killed and 

wounded of the rebels is greater than 

that in the return I have the honour 

to inclofe you of ours. 

Return of the killed* nvoundeJ, and 

miffing* of the troops under the 

command of Major-general Sir Ro- 

BKrt PlGOT. Rbedf JJland 9 Jug, 

*9> *77** . t 

Flank companies, 38th, 54th, 1 

Seqeant killed; 1 Lieutenant, 1 Ser- 
jeant, 1 drummer, 1.9 rank and file, 
wounded ; 1 Lieutenant, 2 rank and 
file, miffing. 

2ad Regiment. 1 1 Rank and file 
killed ; 1 Lieutenant, 3 Enfigns, r 
Serjeants, 48 rank and ftle, wounded ; 
I rank and file mining. 

43d Regiment, x Serjeant, 2 lank 
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and file, killed ; a Enfigfti, 14 rank 
and Hie, wounded ; 1 rank and file 
miffing. 

Royal artillery, t Serjeant, 2 rank 
and file, 1 driver, killed ; 1 Lieu^ 
unartt, 10 rank and file, 2 drivers, 
wounded. 

Huyn's regiment. 1 Captain, 4 
rank and file, killed ; 1 Captain, c, 
Serjeants, c 1 rank and file, wounded ; 
1 rank and file miffing. 

lit Battalion Anfpach. 2 Rank 
and fife killed ; 3 rank and file 
wounded, 

24 Battalion ditto. 4 Rank and 
file killed j 1 Serjeant, c rank and file 
wounded. 

Heffian chaffeurs. 2 Rank and 
file killed ; 1 Captain, 1 L ieutenant, 
1 Serjeant, 14 rank and file wounded; 
1 rank and file miffing. 

Heffian artillery. 1 Serjeant wound- 
ed. 

King's American regiment. 1 Vo- 
lunteer, 1 Serjeant, 3 rank and file, 
killed ; 1 Lieutenant, 2 Enfigns, 2 
Serjeants, 15 rank and file wounded* 

Seamen. 1 killed ; 1 wounded. 

Total. 1 Captain, 1 Volunteer, * 
4 Serjeants, 31 rank file, 1 driver, 
killed. 2 Captains, 5 Lieutenants, 
7 Enfigns, 1 3 Serjeants, 1 drummer, 
i8orankand file, 2 drivers, wounded. 
1 Lieutenant, 1 Serjeant, 10 rank 
and file, miffing* 

(Signed) R. Pi cot. 

Names of the officers killed, wounded 
and miffing* 

Flank companies. Lieutenant SwI- 
ney, 38th, prifoner. Lieutenant La- 
yard, 54th, woundod. 

22d Regiment. Lieutenant Cleg- 
horn, Enfigns Borland, Proctor, and 
Adam, wounded. 

43d Regiment. Enfigns Roche 
and Affleck wounded. 

Royal artillery. Second- lieutenant 
Kemble wounded. 

Huyn's regiment* Captain Schal- 
lern killed. Captain Wagener, 
wounded, 

Heffian chafleurs. Captain _Nol- 
tenius, Bunau's regiment, Lieute- 

f 2 nax ** 
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narff Muraritw, &angirfeve*s, wound- 
«d. 

King's American regiment. Lieu- 
tenant Campbell, Enfigns Euftick 
and Pufdy, wounded. * 

Volunteer Euftaca, King's Ame- 
rican regiment, killed. 

(Signed) R. P i cot. 

ExtraSt nfa letter from Major general 

G r e Y , / o his Excellency Sir H E N R V 

Clinton, dated on board the Ca* 
> rysfort frigate off Bedford harbour, 

September 6, 1778: 

I am happy to be able to acquaint 
you, that I have been fo fortunate, 
Jn the fuLeft inan»er ? to execute the 
fervi e your goodnefs entrufted me 
with at Bedford and Pair Haven. 

A favorable wind, and every pofii- 
ble exertidn and affiflance received 
from the navy, enabled us to land (o 
rapidly, yefterday evening about fix 
o'clock, that the enemy had a very 
few hours notice of our approach :. 
the bufwefs was finifhed, and the 
troops all re-embarked this morning 
by twelve o'clock, with the lofs, 
which particularly -gives me pleafure 
and content, of only five or fix men 
wounded, one of whom is finCe dead; 
The ftores deftroyed were valuable, 
and the number of fhips burnt about 
70, privateers and other (hips, ready 
with their cargoes in for failing. The 
only battery they had was on the 
Pair Haven fide, an enclosed fort 
With eleven pieces of cannon, which 
was abandoned, and the cannon pro- 
perly demoHihed by Captain Scott, 
commanding officer of the artillery, 
and the magazine blown up. 

1 cannot enough praife the fpirit, 
xeal and a&ivicy of the troops you 
have honoured me with the command 
of upon this fervice, alfo their fo 
bricty in the midft of temptation, and 
ebedience to orders, a* not one houfe 
in Bedford and Fair Haven, I think,* 
was - con fumed that could be avoided, 
•xcept thole -w?th ftores. 

I write in haite, and not a little 
tired, therefore muft beg leave to re- 



fer you for the late plan «ft>pfcretioiT9 

and particulars to Captain Andre. 

Extrad of a Utter from General S*5r 

Hbnky Clinton, Knight of tb* 

Jtatb, to Lord Gkorge -Ger* 

main, dated N#w-¥ork t Sept. \$ 9 

- 1778. . 

In obedience to his Majefty's com- 
mands ugnkied to me by your Lord- 
fhjp, every necefTary ftep (hall be 
taken by me, for the drift obfervance 
of what is ftipulated in the Convention 
of Saratoga, on the part of Lieute- 
nant-general Burgoyne, as well a* 
the fulleft aflurance given, that the 
troops when embarked fbaii be fe*t 
to Great Britain, and every condi- 
tion agreed upon between Lieute- 
aant-general Burgoyne and Major- 
general Gates, refpefting them, faith-* 
fully obferved. 

fxtracl of a letter from General Bit 
Henry Clinton to Lord Geo, 
Germain, dated "New-York, Sept* 
2 1 , 1 778, brought by his Majefly*t 
Jbip the Eagle f and received tb* 
zbtb infant. 
■ In my lad I had the honour to in- 
form your Lordfhip of the fucce^s of 
Major-general Grey at Bedford and 
Fair Haven, I have now the plea- 
fure to tranfmitan account of hia 
whole proceedings upon that expedi- 
ti n, wh in will (hew how efte&ually 
this enterprise has been ejeecuted^ 
and the very great lofe the enemy 
have fuftaineji ; at the fame time that 
it reflects much honour upon the abi- 
lities of the General, and the beha- 
viour of the troops employed on the 
ocean* on. 

Copy of a Utter from Major-general 
Grey to General Sir Henry 
Clinton, dated r cn board the Ca- 
- rysfort, Wbiufione, Sept. \% f * 

Sir, 
In the evening of the. 4th inftant^ 
the fleet, wit£ tht detachment under 
my command, 'failed from NewLon- 
don, and flood to die eaftward with. 
a \cry favourable wind. We were only 
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Retarded in the rift from thence to Buz- 
zard's Bay, by the altering our courfe 
lor feme hoars An the night, m eon- 
feqaence of the drfcovery of a Arange 
fleet which was not known to be Lord 
Howe's until morning. By five o'clock 
in the afternoon of tihe cth, the (hips 
were at an anchor in Clark's Cove, 
and the boats haviag been previously 
hoifted out, the debarkation of the 
Croops took place immediately. I 
proceeded without lofc<of time to de T 
nroy the veffela and flares, jn the 
whokextentof AccaChnet.-iver (-about 
fix miles) particularly at Bedford 
and fair Haven, and having dif- 
mantled andhuwitii Foeton theeaft 
fide of the river, mounting eleven 
pieces of heavy cannon, with a 'ma* 
• gazine and barracks, completed the 
je-embarkation before neon the next 
day. | refer your Excellency to the 
annexed return for the enemy's lofles, 
a> far as we were able to afcertain 
$hem, and for our own cafnahies. 

The wind did not admit of any 
further movement of the fleet the 
6th and 7th, than hauling a little 
diitance from the fhore. Advantage 



inhabitants fsnt perfone on board to 
aik my intentions with refpe& to 
them, to whom a requifition was 
made of the arms of the militia, the 
public money, 300 oxen, and j 0,000 
fhee,). They promifed each of thefe 
articles mould be delivered without 
delay. J afterwards found it ne*. 
ceflary to fend fmall detachments into 
(he ifland, and detain the deputed 
inhabitants for a time, in order t* 
accelerate their compliance with the 
demand. , 

The 1 2th I was able to embark on 
board the veflels, which arrived that 
day from Rhode Ifland, 6opo meep, 
and 1 30 oxen. 

The 13th and j 4th were employ- 
ed in embarking cattle and fheep on 
board our own fleet, in deftroying 
fome fait works ; in burning or ta- 
king in the inlets what veflels and 
boats could be found, and in re- 
ceiving the arms of the militia. I 
here again rckr your Excellency to 
returns. 

On the 15th, the fleetleft Martha f $ 
Vineyard; and, after fuftaining, the 
next day, averyfevere gale of wind, 



was taken of this circumftance to burn ) arrived the 17th at Whiteftone, with-' 
a large privateer flrip on the (locks, out any material damage. 



and to fcnd a fmall armament of 
boats, with two galleys, to deftroy 
two or three ve&ts, which being in 
the ftream, the troops had. not been 
able to fet fire to. 

From the difficulties in pafling out 
of Bozsjard's -gay into the Vineyard 
Sound, through Quickfc's Hole, and 
from Head Winds, the fleet did not 
ueach Holme's Hole harbour, in the 
ifland of Martha's Vineyard, until 
the 10th. The tranfports with the 
light infantry, grenadiers, and 33d 
regiment, were anchored without the 
harbour, as I had at that time a fer- 
yice ip view for thofe corps whilft 
tbebuflnefs of collecting cattle fhou Id 
be carrying on upon the ifland. I 
v*as obliged by contrary winds to re- 
linquish my defigns. 

Qn our arrival oft' the harbour tbe 



I hold myfelf much obliged to the 
commanding officers of corps, and to 
the troops in general, for the alacrity 
with' which every fervice was per- 
formed, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Ch-arles Gr-ey, M. G. 
Rctiifn of killed^ wounded and mi/-. 

fwgy tf the detachment under ibt 

command of Major-general G r 1 v. 
I ft liattalion. light infantry, x 
Wounded, 3 miffing. 

.lit, battalion of grenadiers. 1 
killed ; 1 wounded ; 3 miffing. 

33d Regiment. 1 miffing.^ 

42d Regiment. . 1 wounded ; 8 
miffing. 

46th Regiment. 1 miffing. 

64th Regiment. 1 wounded. 

Total, 1 killed; 4 wounded; and 
1 6 miffing, 
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The enemy's lofs, which came to 
ear knowledge, was an officer and 
3 men killed, by the advanced 
parties of light infantry, who, on 
receiving a fire from the inclofures, 
rufhed on with their bayonets. Six^ 
teen were brought prifoners from Bed, 
ford, to exchange for that number 
rifling from the troops. 

(Signed) Charles Grey. M. G, 
Return of *vejfels andftores defiroyed on 
Accujhnet River, the $th of Sep- 
tember, 1778. 

8 Sail of large veflels from 200 to 
300 tons, rood of them prizes. 

6 Armed veflels carrying from 10 
to 16 gtHlS. 

A number of floops and fchooners 
of inferior fize, amounting in all to 
70, befides whale-boats and others : 
Amongfl the prizes were three taken 
by Count d'Eftaign's fleet. 

26 Store-houfes at Bedford, feve- 
ral at M'Pherfon's wharf, Crans 
Mills and Fair Haven : thefe were 
filled with very great quantities of 
rum, fugar, melafles, coffee, tobacco, 
cotton, tea, medicines, gunpowder, 
failcloth, cordage, Sec. 

Two large rope-walks. 
At Falmouth in the Vineyard Sound, 
tbe\otbofSeft. 1778. 

2 Sloops and a fchooner taken by 
the galleys, 1 loaded with ilaves. 

1 Sloop burnt. 
In Old -Town harbour, Martha'* Vine- 
yard* 

I Brig of 150 tons burthen, burnt 
by the Scorpion. 

1 Schooner of 70 tons burthen, 
burnt by ditto. 

23 Whale-boats taken or defiroyed. 

A quantity of plank taken. 
At Holmes's* Hole t Martha's Vineyard* 

4 veflels with ieveral boats, taken 
or defiroyed. 

A fait work defiroyed, and a con- 
fiderable quantity of fait taken. 

Arms taken at Martha*s Vineyard. 
• 388 Stand, with bayonets, pouches, 
Sec. fome powder, and a quantity of 
lead/as by artillery return. 



At the battery near Fair ffaifen, and 
on Clark** Point* 
13 pieces of iroa ordinance de- 
ftroyed, the magazine blown up, and 
the platforms, Sec, and barracks for 
200 men, burnt. 

£.1000 Sterl. in, paper, the amount: 
of a tax collecled by authority of the 
Congrefs, was received at Martha's 
Vineyard from the collector. 
CattU and Jheep taken from Martha* s 
Vineyard. 
300 Oxen. 10,000 Sheep, 
(Signed) Charles Gkey, M.G, 
Return of ammunition, arms, and ac- 
coutrements, l$c.wbicb were brought 
in by the militia on the IJland of 
Martha *s # Vineyard, agreeable /» 
Major-general Grey's order, re- 
ceived at Holmes's Cove, Septem- 
ber 12, 13, W14, 1778, 
Tifbury. 132 Firelocks ; ^bayo- 
nets; 44. cartridge boxes or pou- 
ches ; 1 1 fwords or hangers ; zz 
powder horns. 

Chilmark. 2 Halberts ; 1 27 fire* 
locks ; 20 bayonets ; 30 cartridge ' 
boxes or pouches ; 1 2 fwords or hang- 
ers ; 40 powder horns ; 2 piftols 3 
j drum. 

Old Town. 129 Firelocks ; 14 
bayonets ; 3 cartridge boxes or 
pouches ; 2 fwords or hangers $ 
9 powder horns ; 2 piftols. 

Total. 2 Halberts; 388 firelocks; 
49 bayonets; 77 cartridgt boxes or- 
pouches; 25 fwprds or hangers; 71 
powder horns ; 4 piftols ; 1 drum. 
N.B. 1 Barrel, 1 half barrel and 
quarter barrel of powder ; a 
great number of lead.fhot or 
balls of different fizes in bags and 
boxes ; and a great many flints. 
(Signed) David Scott, Captain* 
Roy. reg. of artillery. 
Admiralty Office, 0#. 27. 1778. 
The difpatcnes from Vice Admi- 
ral Lord Vifcount Howe, Comman- 
der in Chief of his Majefty's (hips in 
North America, to Mr. Stephens, in 
which the following are extracts, were 
bxooght to this office on Sunday laft 
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by Lieutenant Grove, of his Majef.- 
ty's fhip.the Apollo, which left New- 
York the 1 7th of lait mon th, 
and arrived at Plymouth the 2 2d in- 
ftant. 

Eagle y off Sandy Hod, Auguji 17. 
1778. 

In confequence of the determina- 
tion fignified in my letter of the 31ft 
paft, and the intelligence I had fub- 
fequently received, that the French 
fquadron -was feparated into different 
detachments, Rationed off of the en- 
trance of the middle channel, and in 
the Narraeanfet and Seconnet paf- 
fages, for the attack of Rhode Ifland, 
I attempted failing from Sandy 
Hook the 2d inftant, with the fhips 
of war and attendant veflels named 
in the annexed lift, to profit by any 
opportunity which might offer for ta- 
king advantage of the enemy in that 
divided iituation, and for the relief, 
in that cafe, of the garrifon at New- 
port ; but the wind veering back to 
the fouthward, and not afterwards 
correfponding fooner with the rifing 
of the tide upon the bar, my de- 
parture was neceflarily poftponed un- 
til the morning of the 6th ; and I 
anchored the fquadron off Point Ju- 
dith the evening of the 9th. 

The Toulon fquadron had palled 
the batteries at ihe entratce of the 
harbour the preceding day, and was 
moftly placed clofe over to the Cona- 
meat more, in the middle channel 
from Race Ifland northward toward* 
Dyers and Prudence Iflands. 

Being thereby enabled to commu- 
nicate immediately with the garrifon, 
I was informed by Captain Brifbane 
of the progrefs of the enemy's opera- 
tions, together with the deftrudlxon of, 
the frigates, and other particulars 
fince the dates of his earlier reports, 
as ftated in the copies of his feveral 
letters herewith inclofed. By an offi- 
cer from the Major-general Sir Ro- 
bert Pigot I was at the fame time ad- 
vifed, that he had been obliged to 
evacuate Coiunkut, . as well as all 



his out-pofts on the northern part* 
of Rhode Iftand, and to confine his 
defence to the lines conftrucled on 
the heights adjacent to the town of 
Newport. Under thefe circumftances 
I judged it was impracticable to af- 
foid the General any eftential relief. 

The wind changing to the norths 
eaft next morning, the French Ad- 
miral ftood out of the port with the 
twelve two-decked fhips of his fqua- 
dron, named in the lift tranfmhted 
with your letter dated the 3d of May* 

Deeming the fuperiority of the 
Enemy's force too great to come to 
action with them, if it .could be 
avoided, whilft they poftefled the 
weather-gage, I fteered with the 
fquadron formed in order of battle to 
the fouthward, in the hope of having 
the wind in from the fea, as, by the 
appearance of the weather, was to be 
ex petted later in the day: and, re- 
taining the fire-fhips only, I fent di- 
rections for the bembs and gallies to 
make fail with the Sphynx for New- 
York. 

The enemy being equally atten- 
tive to the fame object, no material 
ufe could be made in arualteration.of 
the wind, for a fhort time, to the 
fouthward of the eaft. I therefore 
continued the fame courfe the reft of 
the day, under a proportion of fail 
for the Phoenix,. Experiment, and 
Pearl, having the three fire-fhips in 
toW, to keep company with facility; 
the French fhips advancing, though 
unequally, with all their fail abroad. 

The relative pofition of the two 
fquadrons (about north and fouth 
from each other) remained the fame 
on the morning of the 1 ith ; but 
by the increafe of diftance between 
them at break of day, it appeared that 
the enemy had kept nearer the wmd 
during the night, as their headmoft 
fhips were then hull-down. 

The wind continuing to the eaty 
north-eaft, and having no further 
expectation of being able to gain the 
advantagerof the enemy with, refpect 

to 
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to it, as before propofed, I ajtcred 
the direction of the (hips by fuccefltve 
change* of the courfe in the feme 
view ; or, failing ftill in that at- 
tempt, to await the approach of the 
enemy, with the fquadron formed in 
Hne of battle ahead from the wind to 
larboard ; and about four in the 
evening! made the fignal for the 
flips to clofe to the centre, when they 
Ibortened fail accordingly. I had 
moled, fome time before from the 
Eagle into the Apollo, to be better 
filiated for directing the fubfequent 
operations of the fquadron. 

The bearing of the enemy's van 
.{then under their top- fails, between 
two and three miles diftant) was al- 
tered fince the morning from theeaft- 
aorth-eaffc to fouth-lbuth-eaft ; and 
the French Admiral had formed his 
line to engage the Britifh fquadron 
to leeward. He icon after bore away 
to the fouthward, apparently from the 
Mate of the weather ; which, by the 
wind frefhening much with frequent 
rain finceahe morning, was now ren- 
dered very unfavourable for coming 
to action with any fuitable effect. 

The wind increaftng greatly that 
night, and continuing violent with a 
confiderable fea until the evening of 
the 13th, 1 was feparatcd from the 
xeft of the fquadron in the Apollo, 
(where I had been compelled by the 
weather to remain) with the Centu- 
rion, Ardent, Richmond, Vigilant, 
Roebuck,' and Phrcnix; and, as I 
afterwards found, many of the other 
(hips had been alfo much difperfed. 

The Apollo*s main-maft -being 
dangeroufly fprung in the partners, 
which made it neceflary to cut away 
the top-maft to fave the lower malt, 
and having loft her fore mail in the 
night of the twelfth, I embarked in 
the Phoenix, when the weather be* 
came, more moderate later in, the day, 
to collect the difperfed {hips, and fent 
the Roebuck (which had loft the head 
of her mizen mail) to attend the 
Apolio to Sandy Hook* 



Having afterwards proceeded in the 
Centurion to the fouthward, upon 
hearing feveral guns on that bearing 
in the morning of rhe icth, I difce- 
vered ten fail of the French fquadron, 
fome at anchor in the fea, about 
twenty-five leagues eailward, from 
Cape May \ leaving the Centuriort 
thereupon, in a fuitable ftation, to 
dired any of the difperfed fhips, or 
thofe which might arrive of Vice- 
admiral Byron's fquadron, after me, 
I repaired directly in the Phcenix 
for the appointed rendezvous, and 
joined the reft of the fquadron, this 
evening, pff of Sandy Hook. 

The chief damage luftained in the 
fquadron by the efiecls f the late 
gale of wind, befides what I have be- 
fore related, was confined to the 
Cornwall and Raifonable ; the main- 
maft of the former, and bowfprit of 
the kft being fprung; but the Corn- 
wall's maft will foon be rendered fer- 
yiceable. And the Thjtfder bomb 
is Hill miffing. * 

My obfervations on the mips' of the 
French fquadron were confined fplely 
to the difcovery of their pofitioo. 
The particulars of their fituation I 
have to add, were communicated by 
the different commanders of his Ma- 
jelly's ihips, which had been crofTed 
earlier upon them. 

The Languedoc and Tonant had 
loll all their maih, the main-maft. of 
the latter excepted. The Languedoc 
was met in that condition in the even- 
ing of the 13th, and attacked by tie 
Renown with fuch advantage, that 
the mofl happy confequences might 
have -been expected from Captain 
Daw fan's re folate efforts the next 
morning, if the execution of his pur- 
pofe had not been prevented by the 
arrival of fix fail of the French fqua- 
dron, which then joined the difabJed 
fhip. 

A iimilar attempt with the like 
profpeft of fuccefs, was made the 
fame night by Commodore Hotham 
in the rrefton, on the Tonant ; and 

the 
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the continuance of the aft ion, the next 
morning, necelTarily declined for the 
fame reason* 

Neither of the two fifty-gun (hips 
received any material damage in thofe 
fpirited undertakings, befides the lofs 
of the Prefton's fore yard, which Is 
rendered very unserviceable. 

On the 1 6th, the Ifis was chaced 
and engaged by a French feventy- 
four gun ihip, bearing a flag at the 
mizen top-mail head, and therefore 
fupppfed to be the Zele\ . The Lords 
Commiflioners will fee in the copy of 
the inclofed report from Captain 
Raynor, the event of that vtry un- 
equal conteft. But it is requifite that 
I mould fupply the deficiency of his 
recital by obferving to their Lord- 
(hips, that the fuperiority acquired 
over the enemy in the action, appears 
to be not lefs an effect of Captain 
Raynor's very fltilful management'of 
his lhip, than of his difttnguifhed re* 
folution, aaltl the bravery of his men 
and officers. < 

My chief attention will be directed 
to a fpeedy difpatch of the needful 
repairs and fupplies in the (hips ca- 
pable of being made fooneft ready for 
fervice. *£he Experiment has been 
ordered off of Rhode Ifland to procure 
advices of the flate of the garrifon 
at Newport ; for the reducing of 
which the rebels have been unavoid- 
ably left at liberty to land any force 
they may have drawn down to the 
adjacent coafts, upon Rhode Jfland, 
I am, 
With great confideratfon, $ c# 

Howi. 
p. S. Since my return to this 
port, I have received letters 
from Captain Hawker, to ac- 
quaint me with the lofs of the 
Mermaid, which was forced on 
fhore near Senepuxen, by the 
French fquadron, when the ene- 
my arrived firft off the Dela- 
ware towards the beginning of 
laft month* 

YohYJJ. 



' Lip of thi fyuadron of his Maje/ty's 
Jhips which failed from Sandy-Hook 
under the command of the Pice- Ad- 
miral the Vifcount Howe, Auguft 6, 
1778. 

THIRD RATE. 

f Vice-admiral the 
Guns Men) Vifcount Howe. 
Eagle, 64 522] Captains Duncan 
I and Curtis. 

m -j „ c CCommod. Elliot. 

Trident, 64 S *7 f Captdn MoUoy . 

FOURTH RATE, 
n a c \ Comm. Hotham. 

Prefton,co 3«7 { C .pt. Upplely. 

THIRD RATE. 
Cornwall, 74 600 Capt. Edwards* 
Nonfuch, 64 500 Capt. Griffith. 
Raifonable, 64 500 Ca. Fitzherbert 
Somerfet, 64 500 Captain Ourry. 
St. Alban's, 64 500 Capt* Onflow. 
Ardent, 64 500 Capt. Keppel. 

FOURTH RATE. 
Centurion, 50 350 Ca. Brathwaite. 
Experiment, 50 320 Sir Ja. Wallace. 
Ifi*# 50 35° Capt. Raynor. 

Renown, 50 350 Capt. Dawfon, 
(acting) 
FIFTH RATE. 
Phoenix, 44 280 Captain Parker. 
Roebuck, 44 280 Capt. Hamond. 
Venus, 36 140 Capt. Williams 

Richmond, 32 220 Capt. Gidoin. 
Pearl, 32 220 Captain Linzee. 

Apollo, 32 220 Capt. Pownolh 

SIXTH RATE. 
Sphynx, 20 160 Capt, Gncrae. 

Sloop Nautilus, 16 guns, L25 
men, Captain Becher. 

Armed ihip Vigilant, 20 guns, 
150 men, Captain Christian. 

Firefhip Strombolo, 45 men, Cap- 
tain Aplin. 

Ditto $ulphur, 4; men, Captain 
Watt. * 

Ditto Volcano, 45 men, Captain 
Q'Hara, 

Bomb vefiel Thunder, 8 guns, So 
men, Captain Gambler. 

Ditto Carcafs, 70 men, Lieut. Ed- 
wards (acting.) 

Q Galley 
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Galley Philadelphia* Lieutenant 
• Paterfon. 

Ditto Huflar, Lieutenant Sir James 
. Barclay, r 

Ditto Ferret, Lieutenant O'Brien. 
Ditto Cofnwallis, Lieutenant Spry. 
Howh. 
Copy of a letter from Captain Bris- 
bane to the Vifcount Howe, ' dptid 
Flora off 'tfeivfort , July 27, 1778, 

My Lord, 
I havejuft now the honour of your 
Lordfhip's letter of the 19th inftant, 
in anfwer to mine of - the 7 th by jhe 
Falcon, fince which I wrote you by 
the Fowey on the 1 9th alfo : your 
Xordfhip's orders to make war upon, 
take, or deftroy, all mips of the 
French nation appearing oh the coaft 
of North-America ; and have given 
orders, in confequence thereof, to the 
Captains and Conimanders of the 
feveral fliips and veflels under xny 
iorders. 

Major-general Sir Robert Pigot 
acquaints me, the batteries on Goat 
Jfland, Brenton's Necjfc, Dumplins, 
and that at the north r end of the 
town, are put in the befl flate of de- 
fence poffible for the time, in order 
p> prevent any hoftije intention of 
the enemy. 

^ Agreeable to your Xordfliip's in- 
timation refpe&ing the mips under 
my orders, inould the enemy appear, 
and endeavour to get in, I mall take 
the befl: precautions, according to 
idrcuoiftan.ces, for their fafety. I m a ft 
obferve to your Lordfhip, that Lieu- 
tenant Knowles, agreeable to my 
directions, has got all the'tranfports 
•and other veflels into the inner har- 
bour,* 'and placed the Grand Duke 
itorefhip acrofs tl>e mouth' of the north 
entrance, in order to prevent, ' as* 
much as poffible, the enemy's de- 
(Iroying them : the Pigot, and rebel 
■galley Spitfire, are placed at il^e fou^h 
entrance to anfwer the fame pur- 
-jpofe; and, in cafe the enemy fhould 
come in, Lieutenant Knowles has 
directions to fcuttle the tranfports. 



As fom as -i have Teafon tg .ap- 
prehend theenemy's intention is not 
to attack thb port, I ih^ll employ on* 
of the advanced (hips with the Sphynx 
to convoy the wood veflels from Hun- 
tingdon to this port, and place the 
Pigot galley in her ftation. 

As foon as I am joined by the 
(hip your Lordfhip intends affixing 
roe with for the protection of the, 
vypod veflels, I (hall employ her in 
convoying fuch of them as the Ge- 
neral may think proper .to fend K> 
Fort-Pond Bay. ! t 

In roy prefent fixation \ know no 
mode offupplying the new galley with 
guns of the neareft caliber fhe is cpn- 
ftru£ted to bear, but by taking the 2 
eighteen pounders out of the rebel 
galley Spiffire, wjiich I propofe doing 
if the carriages will anfwer. 

The complements of the Pigot and 
Spitfire are nearly complete,' and the; 
deficiencies {hall be made up. 

I have given the Surgeon of the 
Flora directions to purchafe medicines 
for the priibners, agreeable to your 
Lordfhip's directions on that head ; 
and have divided the prifpners intd 
two mips, feparating thofe taken ia 
arms from the reft. 

The 10 Britifh teamen brought 
from Boftori are fit for fervice ; have 
been exchanged within the limits of 
your Lonjfhip's former directions, and 
diftributed amongft the mips, in order 
to complete their complements : buf 
as I have already acquainted General 
Sullivan, tha^t, agreeable to your Lord* 
fhip's orders, none of the New Eng- 
land prifoners could be exchanged 
until reftitution was made for the 
circumftance of the Royal bounty ; 
and from a rebel Colonel being very 
defirous to come to Newport toconfej: 
with General Pigot,, he/as well as 
myfelf, have reafon to • believe it has 
taken a proper effeft, from the idea 
they are te be fent to England: the 
conference win fhew the event. 

Yefterday the Sphynx arrived from 
affiftingin convoying the veflels up the 

Sound 
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Seua4: I intended to haYe fent her S 

to cruize iq or 12 leagues to the 

fonthward of Block Ifland, to pre 

Vent any veflels bound to the port of 

New-York falling into the enemy'* 

hands ; but as Captain Harmood, 

acquaints me he has been informed to the King's-fifher, who with the 

fay the peojjle ori Long- Ifland, that galleys retreated above Fogland bat- 



E. point of the ifland; they an- 
chored juft without Brenton's Ledge, 
about two o'clock in the afternoon. 
In the evening two frigates and an 
armed brig went up the Seconnet, 
and anchored in the ftation appointed 



they have left the Hook, I ftiall order 
her to cruize between the harbour's 
mouth and Block Ifland, in order to 
give the earlieft intelligence. 

As Lieutenant Andrew Congalton, 
firft Lieutenant of the Flora, ftill con- 
tinues incapable of duty, from the 
wound he received fome time ago, 
I have given an order to Mr. Smith; 
Mailers Mate, - to acl as fecond 
Lieutenant until his recovery, or 
your Lordfhip's pleafure is further 
known. 

Captain Harmood's orders from 
Admiral Gambier being to return 
immediately, I have therefore dif- 
patched him, with orders to* return 
to his -ftation, and forward my letter 
to your Lordfhip as foon as poffible, 
I am, with great refpeel, 

My Lord; 
Your Lordflup's moft obedient 
, humble Servant, 

J. BrtsbaKe. 

Copy o/a letttr from Captain Bris- 
bane to tie Vifctttrit How 1, dtttd 
Fhra, Newport, Rhode IftaHd, 
July ?o, 1778, 

My Lord, 
I did myfelf the honour of writing 
to you the 27th inftant, inanfwer to 
your Lor dfirir/s of the 19th, to which 
I beg leave to refer you, and which 
was to have been forwarded to your 
Lordftupiby the Falcon, who failed 
the afrth inftant ; but the wind blow- 
ing ftrong foutheiiyvfhe returned in 
thtf afternoon; The next morning 
about ten o'clock, on the breaking 
upGof a fog,' a FrenA fleet appeared 
in fight/ SonfJ&og of iz fail of the 
line, ami 4 irigates, pretty near the 



tery. 

The next morning, the 30th in- 
ftant, two line of battle (hips ran up 
the Naragrinzet paflage, off the north 
end of Conanicut, where they re- 
main at anchor : the reft ftill at an- 
chor without. 

The General has thought proper 
to withdraw all the troops from Co- 
nanicut, deftroyed the battery, and 
taken off the ftock : the battery 
on the Dumplins is likewrfe de- 
ftroyed. 

I have got the Flora into the inner 
harbour j and as cannon are much 
wanted for the batteries, and exterior 
defence of the ifland, I (hall land 
them, with the powder, ammunition, 
&c. Part of the provisions are al- 
ready got out ; and I (hall proceed in 
getting out the remainder, with fuch 
other ftores as can be faved ; and 
have every thing prepared to fet fire 
to the ftiip, when all hopes of faving 
her become impracticable. 

The Juno h hauled clofe into 
Cpddington Cove, has landed her 
guns, (for batteries) provifions, and! 
fome other ftores. 

The Orpheus and Cerberus are 
hauled behind Dyer's Ifland, and 
have landed their guns, ammunition, 
provifions, &c. 

The Lark is off Arnold's Point, 
hauled clofe in, and has landed her 
guns, provifions, &c. and. this morn- 
ing Captain Smith informed me he 
had a battery for 1 2 guns nearly com- " 
pleat. 

The Falcon is in the inner har- 
bour ; as I find fhe cannot now per- 
form the fervice I intended for her, 
(which was puftung through) I have, 

G a given 
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given Captain Harmood directions to join me in the inner Harbour, without 



land his guns, ^ammunition, provi- 
liorts, &c. 

The KingVfiftier landed two of 
her guns, fome ammunition, and all , 
her provifibns; but on the two French 
frigates of 36 guns each getting un- 
der weigh, and landing towards her, 
Captain Chriflian thought proper to 
fet the King's-fifher on fire, as he did 
the galieys, about two o'clock on the 
30th inftant. 

Having neither feen or heard any 
thing of the Sphynx, fince her failing 
to cruize between this port and Block 
Ifland, as mentioned in my letter of 
the 27 th inftant, I am in hopes fhe 
has discovered the French fleet, and 
proceeded to join your Lordfhip. 

7*b J0« In the morning about fix 
o'clock, a French (hip of two decks 
ran up the Naraganzet PafTage ; the 
batteries on Fox-hill fired at her and 
hulled her (as I am informed) three 
times ; fhe returned the fire, pro- 
ceeded on, and anchored off the north 
end of Conanicut. In the evening 
another ftiip of two decks ran up. 

July 31. At day break the two 
fliips of the line in the Naragan- 
zet PaiTage were obferved turning 
down, and about nine o'clock an- 
chored, the ebb tide being done. 
The fleet without were under weigh 
,all night, but anchored again about 
eleven o'clock, in their former fitua- 
tion. The frigates in the Seconnet 
PafTage ftill remain in the fame fitua- 
tion. 

On the determination of General 
Sir Robert Pigot to defend the fouth 
part of the ifland, in cafe of an at- 
tack, and draw his force into as fmall 
a body as poflible; in which cafe, the 
guns, provifions, &c. landed from 
the advanced fhips, muft necefTarily 
have fallen into the enemy's hands, I 
have directed, (agreeable to his de- 
fire) the Captains Smith, Dalrymple, 
Hudfon, and Symons, toufe the ut- 
moft di (patch in getting on board 
their gui«> provisoes, &c. and to 



a moment's lofs of time : I have the 
pleafure to acquaint your Lordihip, 
they are as forward as time will per- 
mit ; and if the wind is northerly, L 
am in great hopes will join me to- 
morrow. 

I have prepared fome fmall veflels 
with combuftibles to aft againft the 
enemy, if there fhould be the leaft 
probability of their fucceeding. 

As 1 think it of the utmoft im- 
portance your Lordfhip fhould be ac- 
quainted with our iituation, I have 
fent this by a good rowing boat, dif- 
patched by Major-general Sir Robert 
Pigot, and by a perfon in whom he re- 
pofes an entire confidence. 

I (hall give your Lordfhip every 
intelligence in my power, from time 
to time, relative to the enemy'* 
Ihips, and fituation of this place. 

I have the honour to be with the 
great refpect, 

My Lord, 
Your Lordfhip'* moft obedient 
humble fervant, 
J* Brisbane. 
Copy of a Utter from Captain Bris- 
bane to the Vifcount Howe, dated 
Flora, Newport, Auguft 2, 1778. 

My Lord, 
Since my lafl of the 29th of July, 
in which is contained the proceedings 
of the fhips until the 3 ift, on the 2d 
of Auguft in the morning, the fol- 
lowing intelligence was received and 
communicated to me by Major-ge- 
neral* Sir Robert Pigot: that the* 
enemy mean to make three different 
landings, one from Briftol, to the 
north end of the ifland ; fecond from 
Seconnet fhore ; third from the fhips ; 
and another body to be aflembled at. 
Conanicut : the two firft embarka- 
tions they report will be 1 c,o*o men ; 
.the latter 10,000. General Arnold 
is on board the fleet, and the French 
General La Fayette : three brigade* 
are arrived at Providence, Glover's, 
Vernon's, and Poon's; the French 
fleet arc to come into the harbour, 

and 
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and to garrifoa Conanicat, 
tify the Dumplins. Wednefday or 
Thuxfday they intend every thing 
(hall be ready ; they have mortars as 
well as artillery; moft of the militia 
came as volunteers ; but the General 
acquaints me, the character of the 
perfon who brought this is very doubt- 
ful, and his accounts in general ex- 
aggerated. 

The feamen belonging to the 
King^s-fiiher and galleys axe difpofed 
of to the different batteries; and the 
fire veflels eot out of the fouth end of 
Goat Ifland, under the care of Lieu- 
tenant Stanhope, of the Pigot galley. 

The Orpheus, Lark ana Cerberus 
are come down and anchored ; the 
two former in the inner harbour, and 
the latter between Peft Ifland and 
Blue Rocks to guard that paflage. 

The tranfports are all hauled to the 
wharfs, and prepared to fcuttle and 
cut away their mails. 

The General deflred the Juno 
might remain in Coddington Cove, 
as- her guns arc wanted for batteries 
near that place. 

Two French fhips of the line ftill 
remain in Narraganzet ; two fri- 
gates in the Seconuct ; the remainder 
of the fleet without, off the harbour's 
mouth, with a number of fmall craft 
constantly cruizing backwards and 
forwards. 

J have difpatched this by Mr. Jones, 
late mailer of the KingViifher, who 
has offered his fervice to proceed in a 
whale-boat from Sachueft Beach, in 
order, - if poflible, to avoid the vi- 
gilance of the enemy's cruizers* 
I have the honour to be, 

with great regard, 
your Lordfhip's moil obedient 
n humble fervant, 

J. Brisbane. 

The French fleet are anchored be- 
tween Church Point, which forms the 
weft end of,Eafton's Beach and Bren- 
ton's Ledge', without any form, the 
fouthernmoit Eve miles from the land. 
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and for- Copy of let Mr from Captain B % \ % b a n i 
to the Ft/count Howl, dated Flora, 
Newport, Jugofts, 1778. 

My Lord, 
I have juft now the honour of both 
your Lordflrip*'s letters of the 29th and 
30th of July, by Meflrs. Furnival 
and Jann, who arrived within two 
Jurors of each other ; and beg leave 
to acquaint you, the force under my 
direction has been employed, from 
time to time, as the General has de- 
fired ; and was drawn into the inner 
harbour, except the Cerberus, who 
was lying between Peft'Ifland and the 
Blue Rocks to ftop that paflage : but 
on receiving your Lordfhip's dif- 
patches, they have proceeded np the 
Middle Channel again ; the Lark off 
Arnold's Point; the Orpheus off 
Dyer's Ifland ; the Cerberus below 
it, agreeable to the General's defire* 
As to the time thegarrifon may be 
able to fuftain the attempts of the 
enemy, is, the General fays, very 
uncertain, and depends upon the 
numbers they throw in. With refpeft 
to the nature of their hoftile opera- 
tions, there are two fhips of the line 
up the Naraganzet PaiTage ; two fri- 
gates, a large brig, and two floops in 
the Seconnet ; the reft, confining of 
ten fail of the line, and one frigate, 
are ftill at anchor without any form, 
between Church's Point (which forms 
the well fide of Kafton's Breach) and 
Brenton's Reef ; the fouthernmoil at 
about five miles diftance from the 
ifland: the other frigate is fuppofmg 
to be cruizing off Montock Point. 

This morning I caiifed five tranf- 
ports to be funk in the paflbge between 
Goat Ifland and the Blue Rocks, tOs 
prevent the approach of the enemy too 
near the north battery, fo as to attack 
it with advantage. And five more 
transports are proceeding out, in or- 
•der to be .funk between Goat Ifland 
and Roie Ifland for the fame porpoie. 
The moment I am convinced your 
Lordihip is off, I will ufe every poffi- 

bio 
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i>U means to get -a. boat with an offi- 
cer to you* 

*Meftrs. Furnival and^ Jann were 
both ch'aced by the fmall vefiels ; the 
former efcaped and got his floop m ; 
the latter run on ihore on EaftanY 
Beach. 

I think it proper to acquaint your 
Lordfhip, the following is the fignal 
fettled between General Clinton and 
General Pigot : 

If an Englilh fleet appears off,- the 
enemy being in the port, you are to 
hoift on Englifh red enfign on Bea- 
ver's Tail ; if not in poueflion of that 
ground, on Caftle Point* 

I have difpatched this by Mr* 
Jann, in a whale-boat to your JL<ord^ 
Ihip. 

I liave the honour to be, 

with great refpedt, 
your Lordihip's moil obedient 
bumble feryant, 

J. Brisbane. 

It is impoffible at psefent, the winds 
hanging io mucb to the fouthward, 
for a failing ve/Tel to get out; and 
the mouth of the harbour fo vigilantly 
guarded ; but fhould there b$ any op- 
portunity, I Ihall embrace it, and 
difpatch Furnival. 

J- B. 
Copy of a letter from Captain Bris- 
bane to the Vifctunt Howe, dated 

Newport , Rhode IJl*nd % Augnft 9, 

1778. 

My Lord-, 
* The moment a .fleet appeared,, 
which I had every reafon to fyppofe 
was your Lordihip's, I difpatehed 
Lieutenant Saunaerez, who was on 
the fpot, to give you the earlieft ac* 
count of our Situation. 

Captain Harmood will acquaint 
your Lordfhiip particularly'of every 
thing y6u may wifti to be acquainted 
with. 

The Toulon fleet, under the com- 
mand of the Count d'EItaing, en- 
tered this harbour yefterday afternoon, 
about four o'clock, under a very^ 
heavy and fmart fire from the batte- 



ries at BrentonV Point, Goat l/fand* 
and north end of, the town*, which 
they patted, and are now at art anchor 
between Goat Ifland and Gonanicut, 
pretty dofe to the fliore : the* Adrhi— 
•rat is abfettt three quarters of a mile 
to the fouthward-of Gouldlfland, and 
the rehVof the rtiips, conftfting of tent 
fail of the line, in a line ahead to-> 
wards the north end of Gonanicut, 

There are two fail of the line in 
the Naraganzet Paffage, and two 
frigates in the Seconnet Paflage. 

They have been landing men <stv* 
Conanicut from the ftrips all this* ■ 
morning, I fuppofe with an intent to 
thfow up batteries ; but are -now 
taking; them off. 

I have the honour to be, 
with great refpeft, 

your Lordihip's 
moll obedient humble fervant, 
. . . J. Brisbane* * 

The frigates being all deftroyed, .- 
*and a number' of the tranfpom funk, 
, ; the feamen belonging to them fttall be 
ready to attend yonr Lordfhip, where- 
, ever you fhall pleafe to order them. 
: Likewise the furgeons of the different 
frigates are in waiting to receive your 
Loidfhip's direction*. 

J. Brtsbake. v 

I have feat your Lordfhip* pilots 
for- the Seconnet PafTage, 1 as well as > 
the middle. 

IJh, off Sandy Heck, Jug. l8> 1778L 
\ My Lord, 

I beg leave to acquaint you, that 
on Sunday lafr the lathrinftant, about > 
four, o'clock in the afternoon, on my 
return to New-York, after having '. > 
been feparstfted. from your Lerdfcip 
by the late gate of wind, Sandy Hook 
then bearing) W. by N. diftance twen- 
ty leagues, we fell in with a French 
ihip of 74 guns, with whom an action 
commenced, which lafted one hou? 
and an half; at the expiration of which * 
time, the French Ihip put before the- 
wind, leaving us in a fituation, by 
, .the damage to our malls and rigging*, ,-. 
that difabied us frpu purfuingheri 

the 
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•the 'fntch flap having a fag at ncr 
x&jzea top^nall bead, f judged * it to 
be a Rear-Admiral. 

The Ifis has fu£e*e?l much in her 
ma&s, yards, fails, and rigging ; but, 
I have the pleafurc to inform your 
Lordmip very litde in the hul! ; and 
had one man killed and £fteen woun- 
ded in the aclion. 

I cannot too much express my 

freat fatisfa&ion at the oonduft and 
ravery of the officers and feamen 
belonging to the fliip; the volunteer 
ifeamen from the tranfports, com- 
manded by the agent Lieutenant 
Robert Parry ; and the light infantry 
company of the 23d regiment under 
.^Captain Smith, lam at the fame 
time to acknowledge my obligations 
for the benefit I derived from the 
iffiftance of Captain Furneaux, late 
commander of the Syren ; and the 
example of the Marquis of Lindfey, 
Jms Lordfliip and Capuin Furneaux 
doing me die honor ip embark as vo- 
lunteers in the Ifis, when we failed 
Jaft from this port, 

I am, with the greateftrefpeft, 
your Lord fhip's molt obedient 
humHe fervant, 

John £aynor. 
fit* Fifaunt How*. 

M*glc, of Sandy Hook> dug* 18. 1778, 
The packet which I found waiting 
to put to fea with the General's di£ 
patches not being yet failed, J have 
opportunity to acquaint yon, for the 
information of the'Lordi tpmmiffio- 
nersof the Admiralty, that the Mon- 
mouth anchored this morhingoff of 
the Hook. Captain Coflingwood 
parted from Vice- Admiral Byron the 
4th of laft month, in the gale of wind 
which feparated the Cornwall from 
the Vice-Admiral, as related in my 
former difpatch. 

The. nYain~ma& of the Monmouth 
appears to have- been fprung on the 
paflage ; and, for want of a proper 
main-top-maft to replace the two 
which * ere * rendered unferviccable 



on the voyage, a fore top-ma! Has 

been fubftituted. Itw yet hoped thp 

defea in the main-maft maybe affifted 

by proper expedients for the prefent 

ufe. 

E*gk> *ff Sandy Hoot, Auguj* *h 

I have opportunity, m addition to 
tjie contents of my other difpatches 
by the Eagle packet, to let you know 
I have received advice, from the dif- 
ferent frigates fent towards $hoie 
Ifland, that eleven fail, including the 
two difmafted Ihips, of the Frenck 
fqnadron, arrived and anchored with- 
out the harbour of Rhode Ifland ta 
the evening of the aoth ; in which 
fituation ijiey were left late op the 

2lft. 

The difabled fhips, the Ifis ex- 
cepted, are now fo nearly completed, 
that I am moving over the bar, and 
propofe putting to fea with the reft 
of $he fquadron to-day ; for affording 
fuch affiitance to the garrifon of New- 
port as circiTmftances may admit. 
Eagltatfta, 4uguft 2$, 1778. 

J have this moment received an- 
te iigence that the French fquadron 
put to fea from before the port of 
Rhode Ifland, on the ^zzd in the 
morning, before break of day. 

Judging the enemy's detonation maj 
be for Bofton, J (ball proceed to p fk 
within the ftioals.of George's Bank, 
for endeavouring to intercept them on 
their fufpecle^l route. 
Eagle, of New-Tori, September 12, 
1778. 
Sir, 

By the Eagle packet I tranfmitted 
an account of my proceedings witH 
the iqnadron aflembledatNetv-York, 
until the timethe mips were refitted^ 
and in a condition to put to fea again, 
in quell of the Toulon fqimdron, 
then returned off Rhode Ifland. I 
-had an opportunity, by the fame 
conveyance, to acquaint you, for tht 
Lords Commiflioners further infor- 
mation, that upon receiving intelft. 
gencej onr the 25 th pail, of a fubfe- 
1 f quent 
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^n«nt movement of the enemy, who 
Jiad quitted Rhode Ifland the t2d, 
J directed my courfe immediately for 
Bofton, where I concluded they would 
repair to refit their difabled mips. 
The duplicates of thofe difpatches* 
are forwarded herewith. 

Entering Bolton bay the 30th, I 
found the enemy had preceded me 
in their arrival, probably but a very 
faort time, and were already in the 
port. 

Meaning to view their pofttion the 
next morning, I was prevented therein 
by the misfortune to the St. Alban's 
of being run on more when putting 
in ftay* during the night, very near 
the point of Cape Cod, where the 
great depth of water adjacent to the 
jbeach afforded little previous notice 
of the danger. The weather pro- 
ving very temperate in the mean time," 
the (hip was got afloat again befcre 
the enfuing night, without apparent 
damage, or other lofs befides the two 
bower anchors, which it was necef- 
fary to cut away for lightning the 
.ftiip, and, being drop: clofe in to the 
fhore, they could not be recovered by 
any means the time would admit of 
having then attempted. 

The ftores and other furniture 
taken out for relieving the ihip being 
replaced next morning, I proceeded 
on, with the wind in the fouth-weft 
quarter towards Bofton ; and arrived 
oft' the entrance of the port, in the 
evening of the j ft inftant. 

The pofition of the enemy's flaps 
advanced farther within the port fince 
the evening of the 30th, and covered 
by the worics conftrucled on the points 
of the ihore, adjacent to the ancho- 
rage in the Nantafltet road and chan- 
nel, indicating their intended ftay 
there; and deeming every attempt 
.againft them ineligible in that fix- 
ation, I no longer poftpontd my re- 
turn to the fouthward, for affording 
the afliftance which might be ad- 
judged expedient toco-operate in the 
General's meafures, for the timely 



fuccour of the garrifon of Newport, 
and left the Bofton cbaft the next 
morning. 

On my approach to Rhode Ifland 
the 4th inftant, I received notice 
that the rebel army had difcontinued 
their operations againft the garrifon at 
Newport, confequent of the depar- 
ture of the French fquadron, and 
evacuated the ifland entirely on the 
30th paft ; the reinforcement con- 
dueled by Sir Henry Clinton from 
New- York arriving too late to join 
in the attack of the rebel force, be- 
fore they had effected their retreat. 

I met off of Rhode Ifland with the 
armament, deftined by the Com- 
mander in Chief of the land forces, 
to make a defcenton th« coaft, ad- 
jacent to the harbour of Bedford, the 
troops under the direction of Major- 
general Grey, and the tranfports with 
Uie frigates for their protection, con- 
ducted by Captain Fanfhaw, of whofe 
ability the Major-general expreffes 
himfelf in terms of particular efteen 
on that occafion. 

I remained off of Rhode Ifland in 
the mean time, and having received 
the report from Captain Fanfhaw, 
intended to continue with the fqua- 
dron in thatfituation, until the tranf- 
ports were returned up Long Ifland 
Sound, on their courfe back to New- 
York. But the wind changing to the 
eaftward in the morning of the 9th, 
and the appearance of the weather be- 
coming very unfavourable, I ftood to 
fea immediately, to difengage the 
mips of war from the hazardous in- 
tricacies of the navigation on that part 
of the coaft. Commodore Hothaoi 
had been a few days before ordered 
into Rhode Ifland, with the Centu- 
rion, Prefton, and St. Aiban's, to 
take off the feamen and naval ftores 
landed from the frigates deftroyed 
when the French fquadron entered the 
harbour. And the crew of the Mon- 
mouth becoming very fickly, that 
ihip was left early in the morning of 
the 9th, to proceed for New-York, 

before^ 
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fcefbre fte, alteration of the weather 
had induced me to quit the coaft as 
before*mentiohed. 

Being forced to the fouthward, in 
confequence I proceeded when the 
weather moderated for Sandy* hook, 
and patted the bar yefterday. 

The fliips of Vice-admiral Byron's 
Iquadron named in the margin # had 
got into tins port with Rear-admiral 
Parker, the 29th paft in a very im- 
paired (late, both with refpeft to their 
furniture and men. By an advice- 
boat I am informed from the Vice- 
admiral of hii arrival at Halifax, and 
future intentions contained in the du* 
j>licate of his difpatch to you of the 
:27th paft, left anfealed for my peru- 
sal, and forwarded herewith. 

The aids which can be provided 
bere, lor putting thofe-fhips into the 
bell (late of fervice, are in progrefs 
with all the expedition the cirenm- 
ftances of the port will admit* And 
the greater part of the reinforcement 
afligned for this ftation being now ar- 
rived, I furrender to Rear-admiral 
Gambier the powers I have been fur* 
jiiihed with by the Lords Commtf- 
oners to deliver to him, in cafe my 
Hate of health mould no longer per- 
mit me to retain the direction of the 
naval department on this ftation, to 
Jse exercifed by him in the abfence of 
a faperior officer. 

Under fuch neceffity, I propofe re- 
luming to England as fbon as I have 
collected the feveral particulars re. 
fpe&ing the Hate of the fleet, which 
X conceive will be requifite for the ;r 
JiOrdfhips earljeft information. 

Vice-admiral Byron remarking, in 
$he report of his proceedings, that he 
did not meet with any cruizers froin 
the fleet, before nor after he difco* 
vered the French fquadron, I am to 
obferve, that the Centurion, Daphne, 
Maidftone, and Senegal, were never- 
theless then at fea, ftationed from fif- 
teen to thirty leagues S, E. from 
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Sandy-hook, exprefslyfortheparpoft 
to which he alludes. An equal num- 
ber of (hips had been alfo placed on 
the route to Halifax, where (previous 
to the junction of the Cornwall} I 
was only prepared to expeft his ar- 
rival, according to the tenor 0/ his 
orders communicated in your letters 
of the »d of May, and 5th of the 
fucceeding month. 

The Senegal has been fince miffing, 
together with the Thunder bomb, 
which was prevented from getting 
into New.York by the gale of wind 
which commenced on die nth of 
Auguil, though previoufly arrived off, 
the entrance of the port; and they 
are both feid to be fince taken by 
the enemy, on the paflage of the 
French fquadron from the Delaware 
hack to Rhode-iflaad. 

The former difpatehes having been 
forwarded by a more uncertain con* 
vcyance^ I have judged the early 
communication of the prefent advices 
to merit the fpecial appointment of a 
frigate for the care of them, and 
ordered the Apollo on that iervice. 
G*rjsfort, 9fBidf 9 rd % Stft, 6, ijjt. 
My Lord, 
I enclofe to year Lordfhip a copy 
of Rear-admiral Gambler's order to 
proceed with a detachment of ihipe 
and tranfoorts, and afE ft m foch kr+ 
vices as his Excellency Sir H. Clin- 
ton, or Major-general Grey, Hould 
propofe. 

Laft evening the fleet came before 
Bedford harbour. I fend to your 
Lordfhip an outline Jketch of the fcene 
of operation, the plan for the execu- 
tion of the naval part, with minutes 
of the manner in which it was per- 
formed* 

I am informed that the army in its 
progrefs deftroyed all the ftores, 
wharfs, and flapping at them ; two 
or three floops only, by being on float* 
efcaped the flames. No part of the 
town feems to be deftroyed, except 



* Royal Oak, Conqueror, Fame, Sultan, Bedford, and Grafton. 
Vo*,YU. * H fu<* 



Digitized by 



Google 



< So 

t fuch houfes whofe vicinity to the 
wharfs and florehoufes made their 
prefervation impoffible at fuch time, 

It is with very great pleafure I hear 
that the army has had very little lofs. 
The enemy not expecting an attack, 
was not prepared to refifh . 

I cannot particularize the damage 
, done ; but by the appearance of (hip- 
ping before dark, and the conflagra- 
tion, I fuppofe it muft be very great. 
Every thing is now reimbarked, 
and as the wind is foutherly, all the 
fhips and veflels are preparing to 
warp out of the Bay, in order to pro- 
ceed to Martha's Vineyard, conform- 
able to a requiiition this inftant made 
by Major-general Grey, to procure a 
fupply of cattle ; but as we have not 
with the fleet a fufRciency of empty 
veflels to crntain them, I am under 
the neceflity of weakening the de- 
tachment, by fending, according to 
General Grey's defire, and my orders 
from Rear-admiral Gambier, the 
. Diligent brig to Rhode-Ifland, for 
vefTels to receive the cattle, and af- 
terwards to New- York with the Ge- 
neral's letters. 

What further employment is in- 
. tended for the Ihips and tranfports 
. with me, .has not yet been difclofqd 
. to me. 1 amy my Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's moll obedient, 
and moll humble fervant, 
Robert Fanshawe, 
P. S. Prifoners report ^p fail def- 
. troyed, of which eight were large fhips 
.laden, and four privateers ; great 
quantities of canvas, cordage, pitch, 
turpentine, tobacco, coffee, &c. 

Admiraliy-Office y 08. 27, \yj%. 
A letter was yeflerday received 
from Lord Vifcount Howe, giving 
an account 0/ his arrival at St. He- 
len's, in. his Majelly's fhip the Eagle, 
on the 25th inllant, having touched 
at Rhode-ifland, from whence his 
: Lortlfhip put to fea the 26th ujt. on 
^is return to England, 



Admit alty -Office, O&oher 27, 177$* 
ExtraS of a letter from Rear-admiral 
Sir Peter Parker, Command&r 
in Chief of his Majeftfs Jhips at 
Jamaica, to Mr. Stephens, datea* 
at ?ort Royal, the zyth of July K 

* I feel great fatisfaction in tranfmit- 
ting to their. Lordfhips a letter, dated 
the nth inllant, figned by Captain 
Rainier, of his Majefly^s floop the 
Qflrich : the great difproportion be- 
tween the Oftrich and the privateer 
ihe has taken, notwithftanding the 
affiftance which fhe received from 
the LoweftonVs prize, will mark the 
conduct and character of Captain, 
Rainier, and reflect the greateft" ho- 
nour on himfelf, his officers and 
crew. 

Since my lafl account of the 2! ft 
of June, twelve prizes and re-captures 
have been brought into this port by 
his Majelly's mips. 
Oft rich, Mcntego Bay, July iT, 177^. 
Sir, 

I beg leave to inform you, that 
on Wednefday the 8th inllant, his 
Majelly's armed brig "Loweiloffe*s 
prize, being in fight, though far a- 
flern, ftretching in with the land off 
Savannah Point, I faw an armed 
brig, which proved to be a French 
privateer of 16 carriage guns, fix and 
nine-pounders, 23 fwivels, and 8 cq- 
horns in the tops ; as we have not 
been able to find her role d'equipag^, 
the accounts of her complement are 
as irregular as from 1 xo to 17Q men; 
her killed and wounded are confe- 
quently as uncertain ; but the Mid- 
lhipman that went from this to take 
charge of her, threw twenty-three 
over-board, and feveral were feert to 
be thrown over-board in the courfe 
of the action, which began at three 
and ended at fix, Mr, O'Bryen and 
myfelfwere wounded nearly the fame 
time, and the mafler killed ; my lofs 
of blood and exceifive pain difabled 
me frona "any further iervice; 'but 

I did 
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I did not fufter niyfelf to be carried 
any lower than the cabin. The action 
continued with great fpirit ; on an ex- 
plosion of fome cartridges upon deck, 
I heard the cry of " Haul down the 
colours : 9 \ I beckoned to the people, 
that were at their quarters near me, 
to run upon deck, and let them know 
it was my orders, if the colours had 
been ftruck purpofely, to hoifl them 
again ; or, if that was impracticable, 
to fpread them on the quarter, which 
was immediately complied with. 
About half an hour before fhe ftruck, 
the LoweftofTe's prize came up, and 
began to engage ; which no doubt 
haftened the ftripes down, as it in- 
fufed frefh fpirits into our people, 
and deprefled thofe of the enemy. 
As it was but a light breeze, it pre- 
vented the brig from coming up be- 
fore. We had 4. killed on the fpot, . 
28 wounded, 2 of which are froce 
dead ; and we have now 65 men and 
boys out 'of the lift, I am going 
a-fhore, as alfo Mr. O'Bryen, for the 
more ipeedy recovery of our health, 
by the furgeon's advice. My wound 
is" a muiket ball through and through 
the left breafl; fortunately has * not ' 
touched any bone; but it continues * 
ftill to deprive me of ufe; Mr.' 
O'Bryen's as in the throat. I had 
given him orders to board; but on 
account of the narrownefs of the fore- 
caftle fore and aftwife, we could not 
mount fufficient men to fupport them ; 
here we fuiFered moft ; and what was : 
Bill more unfortunate, the prime of 
our men. Her name is the Polly, 
under an- American commiffion; but 
I find die property has been changed 
to French ; fo that I fuppofe them to 
be no better than pirates. The Com- 
mander of her was killed ; and I have 
bat a very confufed account of the • 
number and nation of her officers, 
fihe is from Port au Prince for Bofton, 
with a quantity of molafTes on board ; ' 
the Supercargo Paul de Verge is now 
before me, and gives a ftrange ac- 
count of his total ignorance of the- 



Captain's commimW~I am afraid 
it will be a fortnight or three weeks 
before either Mr. O'Brven or myfelf 
fhall be fit to get on board again ; 
and our mafts and yards are too much 
damaged to go a cruize with. I in- 
tend to fend the prize rourid to Port 
Royal, under the convoy of the 
LoweftofTe's prize, as fooft as fhe can 
be got ready; which I hope will meet 
with your approbation. I have land- 
ed the people who are badly wounded. 
I am, Sir, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 

Peter Rainier. 

To Sir Peter Parker, Knr. 
Rear-admiral of the Red, &fr . 

N. B. The Oftrich had 14 four, 
pounder guns ; and her complement ' 
of men was no. [Gazette* ' 

. Extra3 of a letter ftom $>uebee f » 
Aug. 2$. 

* c Every thing is quiet irf this 
country. The Indians have been ra- 
vaging the back fettlements of Con- * 
neclicut and New-York provinces. * 
We hear they have deftroyed above ' 
icoo families, and fcalped the whole 
of them : they have brought fifteen 
prifoners into this province: they 
had at firft 2^, but had roafted and 
eaten ten of them in the woods at 
their war-feaft. I heartily wifh they 
had your Commiffioners in their tel- 
lies, could that be the means of 
bringing about a reconciliation*— 
There are from 8oo v to 1 000 of thefe 
favagesnowour, murdering the people 
on the back of Pennfylvania and Vir- 
ginia, We hear from fome far In- 
dians who have come in, that there 
is a war in Hndfori's Bay, but their 
tale is fo unconnected, we .can 
make .nothing of it. The Gulf of . 
St. Lawrence has been full.pf priva- 
teers all fummer : they have taken 
feveral prizes." 

Pougbkeepfit, July 20. 

Since our laft many of the diftrefTed 
refugees from the Wyoming fettle- . 
mention the Suiquebannah, who 

Hz cfcaped 
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efcaped the general ma Acre of the thoufand Families, 
inhabitants, have pafled this 



pafled this way ; 
from whom we have collected the fol- 
lowing account, viz. 

.Previous to the narrative* it may 
be neceflary to inform foine of oar 
readers, that this Settlement was made 
by the people of Connecticut, on a 

frant of lands purchased by the inha- 
itants of that colony, under Sanc- 
tion of the government, of the In- 
dian proprietors ; and that thefe 
lands falling within the limits qf the 
Pennfylvania claim, a difputt con- 
cerning the right, has arifen, be- 
tween the two governments, and pro- 
ceeded to frequent acts of hoftility. 
When it was at a height that threat- 
ened the difturbance of the other go- 
vernments, Congrefs interpofed, oy 
whofe recommendation and authority 
th$ dedfion of the dispute was fu£ 
pended, till that with Great Britain, 
equally ihtercfting to every American 
State, was concluded, when ihcre 
might be more leifure to attend to the 
other, and confidcr the juftice of 
each claim. 

On this footing the difpute has 
Iain dormant for two or three years ; 
the inhabitants lived happily, and 
the fettlements incxeafed, conftfting 
of eight townfhips, via. Lackewana, 
Exeter, Kingfton, WiJkelbprough, 
Plymouth, Nanticoak, Huntington, 
and Salem, each containing &ve miles 
fquare. The fix lower townships 
were pretty full of inhabitants, the 
two upper ones had comparatively 
bat few, thinly fcattered. The lands 
are exceeding good, beautifully £tu- 
ated along both (idea of the Sufquc- 
hannah, navigable for fUt-boqomed, 
boats, and produced iounenfe quan- 
tities of grain of all forts, roots, fruits, 
hemp, flax, &c. and ftock of all 
kinds in abundance. The fettlement 
.had lately fupplied the Continental . 
army wkb yobo bu&ela of grajn, and 
the ground was loaded" with the moft 
promi£ng crops of every kind. The 



which had fur* 
niihed our army with a thoufand fol- 
diers, befldes the garrifon of four 
forts, in the townfhips of Lacke- 
wana, Exeter, Kingfton, and Wilkef- 
borough. One of thefe forts was gar- 
ri Toned by upwards of four hundred 
fo'diers, chiefly of the militia, thf 
principal officers in which were Colo- 
nels Dennifon, and Zebulon Butler. 

The Tories and Indians had given 
fome difturbance to thefe fettlements 
laft year, before General Harkemer's 
battle at Oneida-creek, near Fort 
Stanwix, and our fkirmifhes foon af- 
ter with parties of the enemy at and 
near Scholiary, when they were dif^ 
perled, and the Tories concealed 
themfelves among our different fet- 
tlements ; the people remained here 
unditfurbed during the reft of the 
year. 

About this time the inhabitants 
having difcovered that many of thefe 
villainous Tories, who had ftirrcd up 
the Indians, and been with them in 
fighting againft us, were within the 
fettlements, zj of them were, in Ja- 
nuary laft, taken up and fecured. 
Of thefe 1 8 were fent to Connecti- 
cut, the reft, after being detained 
fome time, and examined, were for 
want of fidpcient evidence set at li- 
berty ; they immediately joined the 
enemy, and became a&ive in railing 
in the Indians a fpirit of hoftilitv 
againft us. This difpofirion foon a/- 
ter began to appear, in the behaviour 
of the Tories and Indians, which 
gave the people apprehenfions of dan- 
ger, and occauoned fome prepara- 
tions for defence. 

The people had frequent intima- 
tion that the Indians had fome mif* 
chievous defign againft them, but 
their fears were, fomewhat abated by 
the.ieemihg folidtude of the Indians 
to preferve peace ; they fent down at 
different times, leveral parties with 
declarations of their peaceable difpo- 
fitton towards us, and to rcqueft- 



%tie*ncnt included upward* of % tlp.likf w o#r nan (awards them, 
* They 
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always difmifled whh found, killed, fcalped, *nd manglc4 



They were 

atfurances, that there was no de-< 
fign to difturb them. But one of 
thofe Indians getting drunk, faid, he 
and the other meiTeagers, were only 
fent to am ufe the people in the fet- 
dement, but that the Indians intend- 
ed as (bon as they were in order, to 
attack them, pn this the Indian 
men were confined, a;id the women 
fent back with a flag. In March, ap- 
pearances became more ajarming, 
and the fcattered families fettled 
for thirty miles up the river, were 
collecting and brought into the 
more populous parts. In April and 
May, ftrolling parties of Indians and 
Tories, about 30 and under in a com- 
pany,, made frequent incur/ions into 
the fettlement, robbing and plun- 
dering the inhabitants, of pro^viiion, 



in the in oft inhuman manner. 

Thur/daj, lulj 2. The enemy ap- 
peared on the mountains, back oC 
Kingfton, where tke women and chil- 
dren then fled into the fort. &4oA o£ 
the garri&n of Exeter fort were To- 
ries, who treacheroufly gave it up to 
the enemy. The feme night, a/te*. 
a little re&lauce, they took Lacke- 
wana fort, killed 'Squire Jenkins an4 
his family, with feveral others, in * 
barbarous manner, and made prisoners 
of moft of the women and children ; 
a fmall number only e£caped« 

Friday , July 3 . This morning Co-> 
lonel Zebu Ion Butler, leaving a fmall 
number to guard the fort (Wiikef- 
borough) crofled the river with about 
400 men> and marched intoKingftoa 
fort. The enemy fent in a flag, de- 



grain and live ftock. In June, feve- . manding a furrender of the fort in 



ral perfons being at work on a farm, 
from which the Tory inhabitants had 
gone to the enemy, were attacked, ' 
and one man of them killed ; ibon 
after, a woman (wife of one of the 
%j Tories befqre^mentioned) was 
lulled, with her five children, by a. 
party of thefc Tories, and Indians, 
who plundered the houfe of every 
thing they could take away, and de- 
itroyed the reft. 

On the lft inftant (July) the whole 
body of the enemy, confifting, it is 
fimpofed of near 1600, (about 300 
pfwkoni were thought to be Indians, 
ujujtrr t£ejr own Chiefs, the rejt To- 
ries painted like them, except their 
officers., who were drefled like regu- 
lars) the whole under the command 
of Colonel John Butler, (a Connec- 
ticut TqrY, and cquijn to Colonel 
Zetralon Butler, the fecond in com- 
mand in the Settlement) came down 
near the upper fort, hut concealed 
the greater part of their number; 
here they had a lkirmi/h with the in- 
habitants, who took and killed two 
Indians, and loll ten of their own 
■icn, three.of whom tfiey afterwards 



two hours. Colonel Butler anfwered 
he fhould not furrender, but was 
ready to receive them. They fent in, 
a fecond flag demanding an imme- 
diate furrender, otherwrfe the fort 
fhpuld be ftormed, plundered and 
burnt, with all its consents, in a few 
hours — and faid that they had with, 
them 300 men. Colonel Zebulou 
Butler propofed a parley, which be- 
ing agreed to, a place in Kingftoa 
was appointed for the meeting, to, 
which Colonel Zebulon Butler re* 
paired with 400 men, well armed ; 
but finding no body there, he pro- 
ceeded to the foot of the mountain, 
where at a diilance he faw a flag, 
which as he advanced, retired, at 
if afraid, twenty or thirty rods; 
he following, was led into an am- 
bufh, and partly furrounded by 
the enemy, who fuddenly rofe and 
fired upon them* Notwithstanding 
the great difproportion of i6op to 
400, he and his men bravely flood 
and returned the fire for three quar- 
ters of an hour, with fu'ch bri&nefs 
and resolution, thac the enemy began 
tQ give way, and were upon .the point 
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6f retiring— when one of Colonel 
Zebulon Butler's men, either through 
treachery or cowardice, cried out that 
the Colonel ordered a retreat — This 
caufed a cefTation of their /ire, threw 
them into confufion, and a total route 
enfued. The greateftpart fled to the 
river, which they endeavoured to pafs, 
to Fort Wilkefborough, the enemy 
purfued with the fury of devils, many 
were loft or killed in the river, and 
no more than about 70, fome of whom 
were wounded, efcaped to Wilkef- 
borough. 

Saturday morning, July 4. The 
*nemy fent 196 icalps into Fort 
Kingfton, which they invefted on the 
land fide, and kept up a continual 
fire upon it. 

This evening Colonel Zebulcn 
Butler, with his family, quitted the 
fort, and went down the river. 

Colonel Nathan Dennifon went, 
with a flag, to Exeter fort, to know 
of Colonel John Butler what terms 
lie would grant on a furrender. But- 
ler anfwered, the hatchet. Colonel 
Dennifon returned to Fort Kingfton, 
which he defended till Sunday morn- 
ing, when his men being nearly all 
killed or wounded, he could hold out 
no longer, and was obliged to furren- 
der at difcretion. The enemy took 
away fome of the unhappy prisoners, 
and (hutting up the reft in the houfes, 
fet fire to them, and they were all 
confumed together. Thefe infernals 
then crofled the river to Fort Wilke£ 
borough, which in a few minutes fur- 
rendered at difcretion. About 70 of 
the men, who had inlifled in the 
Continental fervice to defend the 
frontiers, they inhnmanly butchered, 
with every circumftance of horrid 
cruelty ; and then fhutting up the 
reft, with the women and children, 
in the houfes, they fet fire to them, 
and they all perifhed together in the 
flames. 

After burning all the buildings in 
the fort, they, proceeded to the de- 



ftruction of every building and ini^ 
provement (except what belonged to 
fome Tories) that come within their 
reach, on all thefe flourifhing fettle- 
ments, which they have rendered a 
a fcene of defecation and horror, al- 
moft beyond defcription, parallel, 
ot credibility ; and were not the fac~U 
attefted by numbers of the unhappy 
fa fFefers , fro m diiFeren t { qu arters of 
the fettlement, and unconnected with 
each other, it would be impoffible to 
believe that human nature could be 
capable of fuch prodigious enormity. 

When thefe mifcreants had de- ' 
ftroyed the other improvements, they 
proceeded to deftroy the crops On the 
ground, letting in the cattle and 
horfes to the corn, and cutting up as 
much as they could, or what was left. 
Great numbers of the cattle they fhot 
and deftroyed ; and cutting out the 
tongues of many others, left them to 
perifh in mifery. 

The courfe of thefe truly diaboli- 
cal proceedings, was marked by 
many particular acts of diftirtguifhedf 
enormity, among which were the 
following, viz. 

The Captains James Bedlock, Ro- 
bert Durgee, and Samuel Ranfon, 
being made prifoners by the enemy, 
they ftripped Capt. Bedlock, tied 
him to a tree, and ftuck him full of, 
fharp fplinters of pine knots, then 
piling a heap of pine knots round 
him, they fet all on fire, put Durgee ' 
and Ranfon into the fire, and held 
them down with pitch forks. * 

Thomas Hill, (whofe father was * 
killed by the Indians laft Indian war) - 
with his own hands killed his own mo- ' 
ther, his father-in-law, his fiftert 
and their families. 

Partial Terry, the fon of a man * 
who bore a very refpeclable charac- 
ter, had feveral times fent his father ' 
word, that he hoped to wafh his han4* 
in his heart's blood. Agreeable to 
fuch a horrid declaration, themon-. 
Iter, with his own "hand murdered his : 

father. 
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• father, mother, brothers' and fillers, 
flripped off their fcalps, and cut of 
his father's head. 

: Colonel Dennifon was feen fur- 
rounded > by the enemy, and was 
doubtlefs murdered, Colonel Zebu- 
Ion Butler is fuppofed to be the only 
officer who efcaped. 

It is faid he had feveral times writ- 
ten letters to the C.ongrefs and Gene- 
ral Wafhington, acquainting them 
with the danger the feftlement was 
Jn, and requeuing affiftance ; but that 
he received no anfwer, except that 
be bad no caufe to /ear, fince the In- 
Mans were all for peace, and quite 
averfe to <war. However, he lately 
. received a letter from Captain Spaul- 
■ ding, acquainting him, that neither 
. the Congrefs nor General Waftiing- 
. ton had received any of hJ3 letters, 
. which had been intercepted by the 
Pennfylvania Tories, who in all pro- 
bability adled in concert with thefe 
execrable mifcreants, againft Wyo- 
ming. It is reported that thefe 
. wretches, after compleating their hor- 
rid bufinefs at Wyoming, are going 
or gone to Cherry Valley, and the 
parts adjacent. 

We hear that a party of infer- 
nals of the like kind, have within this 
week or two, infefled the parts about 
. Leghawegh, near Rochefter, on the 
Minifink road to Philadelphia r where 
a party of them, about 40 in num- 
ber, have plundered and burnt fe- 
veral houfes, abufed fome people, 
and carried off three men. — It is 
hoped fpeedy and effectual meafures 
will be taken to punifh and extirpate 
thefe mongers in human fliape^ from 
the face of the earth. 

The diftrefles of the furviving in- 
habitants of that late fiourifhtng fet- 
.tlement,, are by their prefent circum- 
flances, rendered fuch ftriking objedls 
.of charity, that withholding relief 
from them, by thofe who are able to 
afford it, argues a criminal obduracy, 
which deferves, and may be puniihed 
ty diftrefles o( a funiUr kind. 



We are told that of the 1 000 men 
in the Continental army, who went 
from that fettlement, their number U 
by ficknefs and the cruel ufage of the 
prifoners by the enemy, reduced to 
400, who have now to lament the 
lofs of their property, wives, chil- 
dren, and all that was dear to them 
in life ! The helplefs fugitives from 
the place, efcaped with little mora 
tfcan their lives, they could bring no 
thing with them, or hardly cloathes to 
cover them, and nothing to cat; 
and many were two or three day* 
withput fuflenance, and feveral preg- ' 
nant women were delivered alone iji 
the woods. This it is hoped will he 
the concluding fcene of the tragedy 
acted by the ana his 

murderous diabolical emiiTaries, in s 
part of late kingdom, which 

forfeited, and which is now 
for ever departed from him. 

[Among the many ftrange articles 
of expence for the employment of the 
Indians, as laid before the Houfe of 
Commons, is a charge of one hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand pounds, for 
tomahawks, fcalping-knives, raxjrs 
andfpurs, for the Indians. It is ex- 
traordinary ; razors, and fpurs, fox 
Indians ! who have neither beards 
nor horfes i It was, no doubt, ay^.] 

For the Remembrancer. 
An anfoaer to the letters and addrejfej 
of the CommiJJlonerSj by William 
Henry Drayton, Efq. 
\Publijbed hy order of Congrefs.] 
To the Earl ^Carlisle, SVr H e n r r 
Clinton, Knight of the Bath, 
and William Eden, Efq, 
Your Excellencies muft be fenfible, 
that it does not comport with the 
meafures of Congrefs to make any 
obfervations upon your declaration of 
the 26th of Auguit. But as it was 
evidently calculated for the people, 
I make no doubt you would be glad 
to know what effettit is likely to pro- 
duce ; and that your Excellencies 
may form fome opinion, I take the 
, liberty 
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jjiterty to mew you in what light it 
5s confidered by an individual : Va- 
ftat quantupt valere poteft* 

I do notflatter myfelf that my ob- 
servations npon your applications to 
Congrcfs are very agreeable to you : 
however, I am in no degree discou- 
raged from writing a third letter to 
your Excellencies. It feems the de- 
claration of Congrcfs on the nth of 
Auguft, drew-Fortn yours of the 26th. 
The ftorm of military war has loft its 
violence ; on your part it has fpent 
itfelf : ydu now aflail us with words. 
You are pleafed " folemnly to de- 
clare/' that yon had not any know- 
ledge, either directly or indirectly, 
t>f the letters and converfation alluded 
to in the declaration of Cpngrefi, un- 
til you faw them made public in the 
news-papers. This declaration re- 
lated to four colleague, George 
Johnftonfc, EFo. nor did it charge 
your Excellencies with a privity to, 
pr participation in his very excep- 
tionable conduct. Vnactufci, you 
liave thought proper to endeavour to 
exculpate ^ourfelves ; a circumftance 
which ftrongly brings to my recol- 
lection a rule which Charles the Firft 
Tecommended to his favourite Straf- 
ford, as one that may ferve for a 
fiatefman, courtier, or lover, ** never 
to makfi a defence or apology before 
youare accufed," Without Houbt, 
your Excellencies will not be at a lofs 
^0 comprehend the meaning of the 
Royal hint.— That you would publicly 
have ajftnted to the conftruction Con- 
crete gave to Governor Johnftone's 
(ponduci, or that you would intimate 
a belief that any perfon was autho- 
rized to hold the converfation ftated 
to have been held with Mr. Read, 
€s to engage his intereft to promote 
the object of your com.mifiion," was 
not expected. Neither was it ima- 
gined, that there Way any obligation 
fcpon yoiij to vindicate Mr. John- 
ftone's " abilities and integrity." 
The firft we never dbubted r till we 
&w Jcs declaration of the 2$th of 



Auguft j the laff, he himteTf, has not 
even attempted to vindicate ; and I 
mark this as an inftance of his pru- 
dence: it is laudable to point out 
merit wherever it is diftinguifhed, 
Qn the other hand, it is alio proper 
to obferve the public (hades of a pub- 
lic character. The Governor appear* 
tp have loft thatcalmnefs and arc urn - 
fpection fo neceflary in the profeffion 
of a Statefman. Thje declaration of 
Congrefs has precipitated him into 
an abufe, miftake, and contradiction. 
He cenfures Congrefs for bowing to a 
French Ambaffador ! Did his Bri- 
tannic Majefty *eyer b*w to a French 
Ambaflador? The Governor thinks 
** many individuals" of Congrefs 
m now entertain different fentiments** 
irom thofe ih the declaration of Con^ 

frefs : he is certainly miftaken ; fbj* 
have heard every individual member 
declare, he confidered hun as no lon- 
ger an enemy to corruption. I need 
only contraft thefe two ideas in hi* 
declaration, " The faid George Jbhrf- 
ftonefor himfelffays, that he is fir 
frem confidering.the-faid refolution 
of Congrefs as offenjtve to him, thit 
he rather receives it as a mark of dk 
ftinction : w however, *? he referves to 
himfelf the liberty of publishing, if 
he fhall judge proper, a juftiii cation 
pf his conduct againft the afperfioni 
thrown on his chara&er ." This tut* 
bffzndtdy yet afperfid Gentleman, who 
confiders a resolution which afper/es 
bis char after * * as a mart of diftinc* 
tion" draughted his declaration ad 
populuw, and with them I will leave 
it, that I may proceed to (hew a pro* 
per jefpect to your Excellencies per- 
formance. Why dp you tell the 
wcrld you ?« were authorized to re- 
fore peace, to preferve the value and 
promote the credit of the paper circu- 
lation, to give fatisfaction and fecu- 
rity for ever on the fubject of mili- 
tary eftablithments, and to extend 
every freedom to trade ?" Your Ex- 
cellencies fent to Congrefs copies 
of the inftruments by which you were. 
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itid by wfeeh.only you are authorized . and arms refpe&ing America. 
They were published, and the world 
has riot yet forgot, that they only 



riot yet 
illow y6u t6 ke&ly not* to determine 
topon any of thofef particulars. Nay, 
* you are exprefsly prohibited, and it 
Isdeclared your proceedings on thofe 
points ihall not be of any validity, 
imlefc ratified by the Britifh Parlia- 
. meftfc Need I think, that every 
word yoa deliver is accurately weigh- 
ed,; and critically examined ; and 
that confequential ideas naturally fol- 
low ? And do. you really think yoa 
have " offered every thing that is, 
or can be propofed by the French al - 
liance ?" I am to fufpeft that your 
Excellencies are inclined to plea- 
fantry. Pardon me, if I introduce a 
ferious idea ; I will be fhorf ; nay, 
I will ufe but a fingle word. Inde- 
pendence? This is propofed by the al-> 
Harice with France: this is not to be 
found* in your offers. As you are 
aftonifhed at onecircumftance, I may 
be. permitted to exprefs a little far- 
prize at another ; it is at your affer- 
tion, that France ** has ever ftiewn 
itielf an enemy td all civil" and reH- 
giaus liberty." I cannot fuppofe you 
are read in the biftories of France, of 
Germany / and of the Low Countries, 
efpecially for the eighty years- pre- 
ceding the peace of Weftphalia ; and 
it is painful even td remark, that 
there is an alternative. The civil 
and religious liberties of Germany, 
and of the Seven United Provinces, 
found In the power of France a friend, 
and. a guarantee ; and the fame power 
is now a friend and.a guarantee to the 
civil and religious liberty of America. 
Oh the other handy the power of Eng- 
land has been, and nonv is an enemy to 
civil and religious liberty. Witnefs 
the fejefted petition^ of the DifTenters, 
Witnefs the reigns of Charles the Se- 
cond and his fucceflbr. Witnefs the 
prefent time in Britain; the Stamp 
Aft, the Quebec Fill, the cofempo- 
rary and fubfeqUent outrages of laws 
Vol. Vli. 



Your 
Excellencies ought to have looked at 
home before you ventured to caft 

your eyes and cenfures abroad. Tt is 
a favourite point with you, and you 
conftantly frefs to have it eftablifhed, 
that the offers of France ** were made 
only in confequence of die plan of 
accommodation previously concerted 
by Great-Britain." And to prove 
this, you aver, firil, that public in- 
timation of the conciliatory propo- 
rtions, on the part of Great-Britain, 
was given to the Britifh Parliament, 
and confequetitly to the whole world* 
in the month of November laft." 
Secondly, " that the preliminaries of 
a French treaty did not bear date 
earlier than the 16th of December, 
We will examine this fubjecl. Th« 
terms in . which the 1 firft point is 
couched, give an idea, that the inti- 
mation was pointed and public, and 
defcriptive of the proportions, and 
that they were important in their 
nature. I wifh yoflr Excellencies had 
condefcended to give us the terms in 
which the intimation was expreffed, 
and the authority expreffing them. 
Becaufe from thefe lights we might 
have feen whether the proportions 
were, or, if you pleafe, the intima^ 
tion was, of fufficknt weight to affeft, 
change, and give a ton to the mea- 
fures of the Court of France* The 
evidence was in your hands ; you 
have not thought proper to lay it be- 
fore us; and, no doubt, you have 
rtafons for the fupnreffion. How- 
ever, as my object is truth, I fhall 
endeavour to fupply the evidence that 
you have withheld. The late feffion 
of the Britifh Parliament began on 
the 20th day of November Iaft. On 
the 2 1 ft, your Houfe of Lords pre- 
fented their addrefs to your Sove- 
reign, in anfwer to his fpeech. In 
that they fay, " We cannot but ap- 
plaud your Majefty's unwearied vigi- 
lance and wifdom in recommending 
to us, to prepare at all events for 

I fuch 
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filch Further operation^ as the contin- 
gencies of the war, and the obftinacy 
of the rebels may render expedient. 
We thankfully receive your Majefly's 
declaration of perfeverance in the 
meafures now puriuing for the re- 
eftabliihment of a juft and conftitu- 
tional fubordi nation through the fe- 
veral parts of your Majefty's domi- 
nions." On the 22d of November, 
your Houfe of Commons alfo pre- 
fented their addrefs in anfwer to the 
fpeech ; nor does this addrefs contain 
any thing repugnant to the other ; 
nor can it be denied, that thefe ad- 
drefles are always mere echoes to the 
fpeech, and that the three Jlow from 
the Minifters* Thus, at one view, 
we have the public and joint fenfe of 
the Minifters, King, Lords and 
Commons of Great-Britain. It is 
fufficient here to obferve, that fenfe 
was a perfeverance in military coer- 
cion, not a change to " conciliatory 
proportions." This " public inti- 
mation given to the Britilh Parlia- 
ment, and confequently to the whole 
world, in November laft," of the 
public meafures to be purfued, per- 
haps, may not be that public intima- 
tion to which your Excellencies al- 
lude. 

Well, I am not tired in my re- 
fearch after truth. I will make an- 
other attempt. I hope your Excel- 
lencies *will patiently attend, while 
I endeavour to difcover the intimation 
you mean, and whether it wai in its 
nature fuch, as, ipfi fA8o y made a 
mere -nullity of the declaration from 
the Throne, couched by the Mini- 
fters, and approved by the Houfes of 
Parliament. On the 17th of Febru- 
ary laft, Lord North made a decifive 
fpeech in the Houfe of Commons. 
This ftates what he faid in Novem- 
ber relative ta, terms that might be 
offered to America; and it is pro- 
bable this may be the public intima- 
tion to which your Excellencies al- 
lude. This fpeech flrikes my atten- 
tion, becaufeu not only ftates wjiac 



Lord North faid cm the 20th of No* 
vember, but it demonftrates his con- 
duct and the reafon for it, from that 
time to the 17th of February. It 
was on this memorable day that Lord 
North declared himfelf in the follow- 
ing manner : " At the opening of 
the prefent feffian, the firft day, dur- 
ing the debate upon the addrefs to 
his Majefty, I told the Houfe, that 
in my opinion terms might be made 
with the Colonies fhort of uncondi- 
tional fub million, and that the time 
of making them was the moment of 
victory/' Here Lord North himfelf 
gives evidence of what he had faid, 
and it mull be deemed abfolutely 
fufHcient. Thus it undeniably ap- 
pears, that on the 20th day of No* 
vember, Lord North, fpeaking upon 
another fubjeft, en paffant, threw out 
a more fpeculative " proportion/* 
the truth of which was felf-evident : 
terms might be made in the moment 
of victory. His Lordfhip did not in- 
timate, that he would offer terms, 
nay, that he intended to do fo« And 
is this mere fpeculative proportion, 
* c the conciliatory proportions on the 
part of Great-Britain," to which you 
fo anxioufly point! Already it ap- 
pears lighter than zjiravv ; you catch 
at it, but it is not capable of fup* 
porting yoa. Place this in one fcale, 
— the public ferftvering declaration 
of the Minifters and the King on the 
fame day, approved by the Houfes of 
Parliament on the two following days j 
in the other fcale fufpend the balance. 
Of what weight is your public inti- 
mation ? Vox £sf preterea nihil. Waat, 
it poflible fuch a public intimatioa 
affected the counfels of France, and 
changed their very nature ! It is to? 
extravagant to be fuppofed. 

But let us attend to the fpeech. 
" The time of making them was the 
moment of victory. I faid this, 
thinking that the victory gained by 
Sir William Howe was more deci r 
five than it really was, and ignorant 
of the di&ftcr which had fallen on 

General 
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General Burgoync's army." It ap- 
pears then, terms might be offered in 
tf« moment of victory, and that on 
the 20th day of November, Lord 
North .thought the moment tbsn exift- 
«d. The queftioh is, what ufe did 
he make of that moment? Did he in- 
timate that he would offer generous 
terms of conciliation t No ! even 
terms ftiort of Unconditional fubmif- 
fion ? No ! he only threw out a mere 
fpeculatfve idea, the truth of which 
no man could deny : but in this fan- 
cied moment of victory, under bis 
aufpicesy the fpeech from the Throne 
made a ** declaration," and the 
Houfcs of Parliament applauded the 
declaration of perfcverance in the 
meafurcs then purfuing to coerce 
America to an unconditional fub* 
miflion : and large fupplies in men 
and money are immediately voted. 
It is true his Lordibip very ingeni- 
oufly intimated en paffattt, when on 
another fubje&, in what manner the 
moment of victory might be ufed ; 
but, at the fame time, he took care, 
that the Miniftry Jbouli dtmonftrate, 
and the* whole Legislature fhould de- 
clare, in what manner they were r/-. 
Joined to ufe k — to redouble the blows 
upon the party fuppofed to be then 
daggering under a late victory. 

Lord North continued, " when the 
news of that melancholy event 
arrived, I was ftruck that the time of 
propofing terms was pail ; and that 
the firft part to be done was the 
raifing new levies, and a new force.'* 
—The point with me at prefent is, 
to afcertain a moment in which his 
Lordihip thought " the time of 
propofing terms was paft." It is 
notorious, chat on the 14th of 
December Lord George Germain 
was obliged, for the firft time, to 
inform the Houfe of Commons (who 
were ftunned at it} that he had 
received private accounts • of that 
event ; which I may call a glorious 
one: and I will therefore lay it 
down, that on that day Lord North 



was of opinion. " the time of pre 
pofing terms was pafl " Thus wr 
find, that from the firft day of the 
feftioh in November to the 4th of 
December a perfevcrance in coercive 
mea lures, new levies, and a new 
force were the declared objects of 
the Britiih Government. Do not 
your Excellencies think it reafonable 
to conclude, that his Lordihip con- 
tinued in the fame fentiments and 
meafurcs for ten or twelve days ? 
The contrary is not to be fuppofed. 
This allowance, then, brings us to 
the 16th of December, the day when 
the offers of France were formally 
^made to the American Commiflioners 
in Paris ; a point of time when every 
public intimation that could be given 
of a perfeverance in meafures of 
coercion on the part of Great Britain, 
actually and clearly exifted. You 
arepleafed to fay "the propositions 
to be made were occafionally a fubjeft 
of difcuffion in Parliament during 
the whole interval between the 20th 
of January and the 17th of February ; 
during which interval, and not be- 
fore, France being informed of the 
liberal and extenfive nature of the 
intended offers, thought it expedient 
to new model and enlarge her pro- 
pofals." From hence thefe conclufionf 
refult :. that on the 20th of January 
the propofitions were yet to be made. 
That previous to that day they were 
not made nor dif cuffed, nor the liberal 
and extenfive nature of them known 
to France. Yet we have found that 
the offers of France were made on 
the 16th of December preceding ! 
But fay you " the conceffions thea 
made by France on the .one hand, 
were fo *«-fatisfa&ory, and the con- 
ditions required by America on the 
other fo exceptionable, that the 
Commiffioners of Congrefs did not 
think proper to proceed until they 
fhould be fpecially authorized." We 
will candidly confider every thing 
you offer. About the end of the 
year 1776, Cocgrefc mad* out the 
I 2 terms 
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terms ©f the treaties they were 
defirous of forming with France ; 
and alfo inftruftions to their Com- 
miffioners, materially to relax, if 
noceflary, in many important points 
.rom thofe terms : and . the Com- 
miffioners received thefe terms and 
inftru&ions long before they had 
occafion to make ufe of them. On 
the 1 6th of December laft, when 
your conciliatory propositions, ac- 
cording to your own mewing, were 
neither made nor di&ufied, and confe- 
quently their " liberal and extenfive 
nature" not known to France, Monf. 
Gerard, by orderofhisMoftChriftian 
Majefty, was determined, to acknow- 
ledge bur Independence, and make a 
treaty with us of amity and commerce. 
[See page 64.] That in this treaty. 
no advantage would be taken of our 
prefent fituation,. to obtain terms 
from us which otherwife. would not 
be convenient for us to agree to ; 
his Majefty defiring that the treaty 
Once made, fhould be durable, and 
our amity, fubfift for ever, which 
could not be expected if each nation 
did not find its ihtereft in the rwi- 
tinuance, as well as in the commence- 
ment of it. Having thus from the 
records ftated the authorities of the 
Commiflioners on the one hand, and 
the t( conceffioris as you are pleafed 
to term them then made by France" 
on the other, allow me to afk, whether 
thefe terms by France on *the 16th of 
December laft, could poflibly be 
deemed «* unfatisfa&ory" ? And 
whether it is poflible to fuppofe that 
the Commiiftoriers having early in 
the year 1777 received inftruftionsi 
by which they were c * fpecislly 
authorized" in cafe of necefiity; to 
agree to unequal terms, " did not 
think proper toproceed fJ to agree to 
the terms of France on the 16th of 
December following, which were 
perfectly equal f The facts are, they 
had no occafion to wait for any 
fpecial authority— they did. not wait 
*-the treaties were abfoIuteJy made 



upon the ' fatufx&ary principles 4?> 
dared on the 16th of December. 
What then becomes of your aflertiou, 
that m the interval between , the 29th 
of January and the 47th of February, 
eleven days after the treaties wet* 
a&ually fgned, " France being in- 
formed of the liberal and extenfive 
nature of the intended offers, thought 
it expedient to new model and en- 
large her propofals" i I cannot 
avoid prefenting to your attention 
another point .of evidence againil 
your favourite pofuiqn, «? that public 
intimation of the conciliatory propo- 
fitions on the^part of Great Britain, 
was given to the Britifh Parliament, 
and oonfequently to the. whole world, 
in the month of November lad.'* 
And the point is this — 01^ the 5 th of 
February laft Governor Jokn&one, 
in the Houfe of Commons, wrote a 
letter to a gentleman in Pepsnfylvanja, 
and J have feen the original, h* 
which is this paragraph ; " I have had 
3 bint, and have good reafon to be- 
lieve, a proportion will be made to 
Parliament is four or five days by 
Adminiftartion that, may be & ground 
of reunion ; t really do not know 
the particulars ; neverthelefc, as I 
learn fome preliminaries have lately* 
gone from France, I think it canno^ 
be deemed unfriendly to either 
country to give you notice of thi* 
intended propofition, that you may iii 
prudence do nothing haftily with a 
foreign power." Hence your Ex-? 
celjencies mull admit, that ^ yoar 
public intimation of the conciliatory 
proportions Qn the part of Great- 
Britain, given to the Britifh Parlia- 
ment, and confequently to the whole 
world, in November, was notfo/*££c 
an intimation as to ftrike the attention., 
even of Governor Johnftone, , a 
Member of that Parliament, and: 
then prefent. And that it was not 
tfll the 5th of February, the day be», 
fore the figning- the treaty of Paris, 
that he had even a bint and good, 
reafon. to believe that a conciliatory, 
* propoftuorij. 
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^wpofitien ' was *o be made to 
America— a period when he even 
<W #?/ aay knowledge of the par- 
ticulars of it. The time of his re- 
ceiving the hint is to be abfolutely 
prefumed from the place in which 
the letter was wrote, and the date it 
bore : and J will J lift add, it is 
violently to be prefumed the propo- 
sition to be made, was to anfwer the 
feme end for which the letter was 
exprekly wrote, ** that he might in 
orudence do nothing haftily with a 
foreign power." fncontrovertable 
as thefe dates, fads, and arguments 
ftanxl, I will not prefs their combined 
force upon yonr Excellencies : your 
fenfibility is too great, and your 
feelings are too much awake, not to be 
iufficiemlyaffe&ed without my doing 
So. — I am not an ungenerous ad- 
verfary ; and to demonstrate this, I 
will for a moment admit your 
aflemon, " (hat public intimation 
ef the conciliatory proportions on 
tae part of Great Britain, was given 
to the British Parliament in the 
month of November laft," And the 
nature of them now becomes a matter 
of important enquiry. Lord North 
has told us the ptopoiitions were only 
fliort of unconditional fubmiifton. 
The terms you offer are only Jbort of 
Independence ; and your Excellencies 
are fen&ble there is a vaft difference 
between the two points. Will you 
pxoufe me if I aflt the caufe of it I 
You hefitate ; — I will therefore en- 
deavour to&lvethe queftion. The 
Brkiih Adflamift ration, at the ad- 
journment of Parliament for the 
Chriftmaa holidays, were moving 
Jteaven and earth fof <* the raifing 
new levies, and a new force, (buck 
tot the time of prope&ig terms was 
paft." The Parliament met again on 
the 20th of January ; the. Admini- 
ftradon were then M ftruek that the 
time of propofirig terms was returned ; 
for France had oftered her terms on 
|the 16th of December preceding." 
j^QBciliatary oropoiittons were novy 



vrcajtsmalfyt for the £rft tune, d££- 
cuiTed in Parliament, though »<?/ *vr* 
then made. Well, the treaty of 
Paris was figned on the 6th of 
February ; the time for j>ropofing 
the Brkifh terms now preffed ; on the 
17th of the (ame month, Lord North 
t* formally ftated" them ; and at 
fpon as poffible afterwards, yon 09 
tlje part of Great Britain offered term* 
only fliort of Independence ; and 
immediately after, on the nth of 
July, you offered «* to enlarge" thole 
terms. In a word, the Courts of 
prance and Great-Britain were fat 
down to a game of chefs. On the 
foth of November, the game was to 
be carried on by Great-Britain oa 
this principle, ferfrtpremet in coer- 
cive meafures: by France the prin- 
ciple was a deci/it* Jtrefa. Britain 
declared her principled-France did 
not. Upon thefe principles, France 
made the firft move; me moved 
equal {erms on the 16th of December, 
Before Britain could have advice o£ 
this, (he was engaged at the Chrift- 
mas feaft ; but that being ended oa 
the zoth of January, knowing the 
ftep France had made, me wa$ 
<' (buck," me muft abandon her 
principles of .perfe*vewnct, and (he 
immediately moved the difcuffion of 
conciliatory proportions. France* 
upon her principle of a decijiweflroke^ 
on the 6th of February moved, tb* 
treaty of Paris* Britain foon heard 
of this, and on the 17 th of the fame 
sjponth, (he moved the formal fate of 
conciliatory propofuions/ The game 
of che& can be as eafily played when 
the players are at a diftance, as when 
they are prefent ; the whole difference 
in die two cafes confifts in the fpace 
pf time neceflary for playing the 
game. Already France feems to have 
reduced Britain to a fate of eonjide* 
rati en, whether (he muft give up the 
game as top defperate, to be recover- 
ed. From this plain figure, it is de- 
monflrated, that the motions of 
f rancc caufed the vail difference, be- 

tweea^ 
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toreen -terms but fliort of uncondi- 
tional fubmiflion, and terms only 
fliort of Independence. Governor 
Johnftone, in his declaration of the 
26th of Auguft, is pleafed to reproach 
Congrefs for allying with France, 
** after all their juft claims are grati- 
fied." Your Excellencies ordered the 
tranfmiflion of this reproach : you are 
thereby parties in making it : and 
therefore, I am jufrified in taking 
fome notice of it to you. In confe- 
rence of the offers you have made, 
you fay<all our juft claims are grati- 
fied. You then admit, that when 
you began the war, we had juft 
claims. You muft admit, that not- 
withftanding our moil humble peti- 
tion in behalf of our juft claims, you 
refufed to grant thofe claims. You 
muft alfo admit, that for three years 
you have by force of arms, and all 
the horrors of war, endeavoured to 
reduce us to unconditional fubmif- 
fion, notwithftanding we hzd juft 
claims. Upon thefe points then there 
is no miftake nor doubt, nor can there 
be any upon thefe. 

The juft claims of America ought 
to have been granted when they were 
ftated, and you were defired to give 
redrefs. You denied us common 
juftice, by refufing to give redrefs 
"upon thofe juft claims. You enor- 
moufly added to that injustice, by 
letting loofe upon us all the calami- 
ties of war, to oblige us to abandon 
thofe our juft claims; and we have 
now a juft claim to receive fatisfa&ion 
for all the damage which we, through 
your injuftice, have received, in fup- 
j>orting our juft claims. Your injuf- 
tice has ruined thoufands of families. 
You have unjuftly burned our towns, 
and ravaged our country. Fathers, 
mothers, brothers and'friends, mourn 
the lofs of their children, brothers and 
friends, by your injuftice, flain in 
the field of battle, fcalped in their 
peaceable dwellings, murdered in 
your horrible prifons. America, by 
your injuftice, ksa loft thoufands of 



62 ) 

her beft citizens, and has been obliged 
to expend millions of her treafuro* 
Nor is the lofs her youth here fuf- 
tained, by your injuftice, the lofs of 
thofe important years for the improve- 
ment of their understandings, which 
they can never regain, the leaft lofs 
me has fuftained. — Look at this ftiort 
lift of damages, and fay whether you 
have ever offered to gratify America 
in all her juft claims ! Say, is it in 
the nature of things poflible for you 
to gratify America in all her juft: 
claims \ There was a time when you 
might eafily have done fo : you threw 
it away; you muft be " ftruck that 
the time of propofing terms is paft" 
never to return. Your Excellencies 
wifti to move our gratitude. You 
fpeak of your conciliatory propor- 
tions as the ** generous meafures of 
Great Britain." Your Excellencies 
are rather unfortunate in the means 
you ufe to touch the paffions, Louis 
the XVIth, the ProteSvr of the rights 
of mankind, has fome title t6 fpeak 
Of the generous meafures of France—* 
generous, becaufe juft and noble. 
He magnanimoufly declared, that in 
forming a treaty with us, he did ** not 
pretend that he acted wholly for our 
fakes,* fince, befides his real good* 
will to us and to our caufe, it was 
, manifeftly the intereft of France, that 
the power of England lhould be di~ 
xniniihed by our feparation from it.'* 
But can Britain fay, her offers pro- 
ceeds from ** real good will to us and 
to our caufe ?" Can fhe fay, flic 
wiftied " to promote and eftablim the 
liberties, peace, opulence, increafe, 
fecurity, and permanent hapginefs of 
the inhabitants of this continent?" 
No ! her whole fyftem of govern, 
ment, fince the year -1763, has ope- 
ratedt-^her laws have been enacled — . 
her arms have been ufed for the very 
contrary purpofes. Her Minifters 
and Parliaments have long opprefted* 
in order to plunder us. When we 
were unarmed, fhe ungeneroufly drew 
her fword upon us. $he treated our 

jnoft 
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moft hnrable petition for " peace, 
liberty, and fafety," with filent co»- 
tempt. Her Minifter, Lord North, 
declared he was fighting for fubftan- 
tial revenue ; he would lay America 
proftrate, and drag her to his feet. In 
the ideal " moment of vi&ory," her 
xninifters and legiflature declared, 
they would redouble their blows upon 
America, fuppofeg to be daggering 
under a late .victory. Her veterans 
unjuftly burned our towns, ravaged 
our country, and flaughtered our ci- 
tizens. She let loofe her Indian allies 
to maiTacre the maimed, the aged, 
the fick, the infant, the matron, wife, 
and virgin. Her Generals and Ad- 
mirals, in cold blood, in their prifon* 
<uid prifon-ihips, murdered our coun- 
trymen by foffbeation, filth, hunger, 
and nakednefs ; refufing to them the 
food and raiment provided for their 
ueceffities by public authority and 
private affeelion ; with gold and food 
tempting thefe virtuous citizens, in 
the agonies of mifery and defpair, to 
dip their hands in the blood of their 
country! Behold the " generous 
meafures of Great Britain." Your 
Excellencies have unwarily touched a 
ilring that already trembles through 
America, a fubject that roufes the 
indignation and calls forth the venge- 
ance of the people ! America has ex- 
perienced too much to be furprized 
at any thing. She, therefore, cannot 
be furprized at your decorating your 
offers with the title, " the generous 
meafures of Great Britain." Gene- 
rous meafures proceed from magna- 
nimity, not cruelty*— from choice, 
not neceffity. Already have I met 
your aflertions with Lord North's 
speech ; allow me once more to have 
recourfe to it. His Lordftiip pro- 
ceeded, ** The refinance of America 
is greater, and the war has Iafted 
longer than it was at firft apprehend- 
ed. In the prefent Atuation of af- 
fairs, only three proportions can be 
made* 

j« To ftrengthen .our force, and 



continnt the waft spoa the prefent 
plan. 

2. To recall it from America, 
And, 

3. To offer terms of conciliation 
to her. The firft proportion is at- 
tended with too great an expence of 
men and money. The fecond is to 
fubferibe to the independence of A- 
m erica. The third is that which ap- 
pears to me to be the beftand wifeft." 

Your Excellencies will be fo good 
as to glance your eyes over the firft 
and laft proportions, and be fenfible, 
that prior to the 17 th of February 
laft, conciliation was not the " pre- 
fent plan." And if you look upon 
his Lordihip's reflections upon the 
three proportions, you muft rental* 
convinced, that he clofed with the laft 
proportion from neceflity, not choice 
— he clofed with it, becaufe he could 
no longer profecute the firft. Tell 
me now in what con^fts the boajied 
generofity of the prefent meafures of 
Great Britain ? And have your Exj 
cellencies fo unfavourable an opinion 
of the underftandings of the Ame- 
ricans, as to think you can induce 
them, by your reafonings and nego- 
tiations, to yield that independence, 
which they declared, after the moft 
mature reflexion, which they have 
purchafed with their hearts blood, and 
at every riik ? Are you fo much in the 
dark, with refpect to their inclina- 
tions and determination, as to have 
an idea, that if you proved to them, 
as clear as the meridian fun, that the 
offersof France were only the confe- t 
quence of your conciliatory propor- 
tions, that therefore they would re- 
nounce their glorious independance I 
Is it poflible you have forgot, that on 
die 22dof April laft, when Congrefa 
were utterly ignorant that a treaty 
had been Agned by their Commit 
fioners, nay, that a treaty with France 
even had been, was then, or was ex- 
pected to be hi agitation, chat on that 
very 22d of April, Congrefs abfelutely 
reiufed your conciliatory acls of Par- 
liament ? 
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Mament f Are you now, for the fiffb 
time, tobe affured, that the people 
throughout the United States, with 
one voice, applauded and rejoiced itt 
that ** decifive" refufal ? It was not 
** on the ground of the treaties" with 
France, that Congrefs took " the 
decifive part" of which you fo much 
complain ; nor Was this decifive part 
taken as you fuppofe it was, *' with- 
out previoufly confulting the Affem^ 
blies of the different States." The 
members of Congrefs individually 
knew die fenfe of their refpeftive 
Afremblies before they came to Con- 
grefs. The prefent members of Con- 
grefs were fent by their feveral Aftem- 
blies at every hazard to maintain the 
independence of America. I folemn- 
ly afTure you, upon this great point,- 
(hould a member of Congrefs be fo 
imprudent as but to move to accept* 
your proportions; he muft prepare to' 
make atonement <with bis bead, or 
fly to you for refuge. Congrefs have 
no power of themfefves : their power 
arifes from the fupport of the people; 



So long as they profefs this flfpporf} 
they hold the reigns 'of government i 
the moment they lofe it, that mo- 
ment they ceafe to direct the affairs of 
the Continent. As long therefore as 
you lee them at the head of the Ame- 
rican Empire, be 1 "Convinced they are 1 
fupported and obeyed by the people^ 
in every meafure tending to the efla-* 
blifhment of their independence/ 
Deceive not yourfelves by continuing 
to nourifh the vain* idea, that Con* 
grefs have " affuraed the decifive part 
which they have taken." Your Ex* 
eellencies have it in your - power t£ 
make a faithful reprefentation of thd 
utter improbability of your acquiring* 
in any degree, the fubjeclion of A-» 
merica by your arms, or your negc** 
tiations ; to fave your country by 
making fuch a reprefentation ; and 
thereby preferving your names from 
infamy, render them refpe&ably im- 
mortal. That ruch may be your con* 
dud and reward, is the wifh of 

William Henry Dkaytoi*; 
Philadelphia, Sept.tyb, 1778. 



Traite d* Amite & de Commerce, eonelu 
entre le Roi et Us EtatsUnis dt 
' PAmerique Septentrionale, ie 6 Fi- 
erier 1778. 

Louis, par la Grace de Dieu, 
Roi de France & de Navarre: a tous 
cieux qui ces prefentes lcttres verront, 
Salut. Comme notre cher & bien 
ame le Sieur Conrad- Alexandre-Ge- 
tardy Syndic royal de la viHe de 
Strasbourg & Secretaire denotre Con^- 
feil d'Etat, auroit, en vertu des 
pleins pouvoirs que nous lui avions 
donnes a cet effet, conclu; arr&e &■ 
figne Ie 6Fevrierde.lapreTenteannee 
1778, avec les Sieurs Benjamin Frank- 
lin, Silas Deane & Arthur Lee, Depu- 
tes du Congres general des Etats-Unia 
de TAmerique Seytentrionale, egale- 
inent munis de pleins-pouvoirs, en 
bonne forme, un Traite d'Amitie & 
de Commerce, dont la teneurs .s'en- 
fuit: 

Le 



Treaty of Friendjbip and Ccrnmerct> 
concluded between the French King 
and the United- Stares of Hottk 
America^ Feb* 6, 1 778.^ ■ 
Lewis, by the grace of God; 
King of France and Navarre, to all 
thofe to whom thefe prefents mall 
come, greeting. Whereas our dear 
and well-beloved M. Conrade- Alex- 
ander Gerard, Royal Syndic of th* 
City of Strafburgh, and Secretary of 
our Council 1 of State, has* in virtu* 
of the full .powers, with which we 
have invefted him for that purpofe; 
concluded, finifhed, v and figned, oni 
the-tfth of February, in the prefent 
year, 1778, with Metfb. Benjamin 
Franklin, Silas Deane; -and Arthur 
Lee, deputies from the GenerahCon* 
grefs of the United States of North 
America, equally and formaHy in- 
verted with full powers, a. treaty of 
friendfhip.and commerce tothefbi* 
lowing purport ; ; 

The 
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Li ftoifres Chretien it ]& Treize 
Etats tfnis de 1'Amfiriaae Septentrio* 
naie; favoir, New-Hampftrire, 1* 
Baiede Maflachuflet, Rhode-Ifland, 
Connecticut, New-York, New-Jer- 
fey, Pennfylvanie, lea Comtes de New- 
Caftle, de Kent &de Suflex far la De- 
laware, Maryland, Virginie, Caroline 
Septentrionale, Caroline Kferidionale 
k Georgie, voulant etablir d'uh 
maniere equitable & permanente, les 
regies qui devront etre fuivics relative* 
ment a la correfpondance k an com- 
merce, que les deux parties defirent 
d'etablir entre leurs pays, etats k 
fujets refpeftifs; Sa Majefte Tres* 
Ghrctienne k lefdits Etats-Unis ont 



1 



The Moil Chriftian King, arid the 
Thirteen Uritttd States of forth 
America, viz. New-Hampfhire, Maf- 
ftchtifets-Bty, Rhode-lrfahd, Con- 
Tieaicut, New- York; New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvartia, the Counties of New- 
•caftle, Kent, and Suflex on the De- 
laware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
and South Carolina, and Georgia, 
defirons of eftabliftiing, in an equi- 
table and permanent manner, the 
rules which ought to be obfcrved, re- 
lative to the correfpondence and com- 
merce, which the two parties wifh to 
*eftabliih between their refpe&ve 
ftates, dominions, and fubjedtsj his 
Moil Chriftian Majefty and the find 
United States have thought proper, 
and as moft conducive to wis enii, to 
arrangement Pegalitfc k la reciprocity -found their arrangement* on the bafts 
la plus parfaite, k en obfervantd'e- of the moft perfect equality and re- 



jug£ ne pouvoir mieux atteindre a ce 
out, qu*en prenant pour bafe de lent 



viter toutes les pr efer e n ce onireufes, 
iburce de difcufions, d'embarras k de 
mecontentements ; de laaffer a chaque 
partie la liherte de faire, relativement 
au commerce & a la navigation, les 
reglemens interienrs qui feront a fa 
convenance ; de ne fonder les avan- 
tages da commerce, que furfon utilite 
reaproquefc fur les loix d'ane jufte 
concurrence; k deconferver ainfi de 
part k d'autre la liberte de faire par- 
ticiper, chacan felon ftm gri, les au- 
tres nations aux internes avantages, 
C'eft dans cet efbirit, k wyir remplir 
ces vues, que SaJdite Majefte ajfant 
nomue tc tonftitoipout fon Plcnipo- 
tentiaire le Sietnr Cental- Alexandre 
Gerard, Syndic royal de la ville de 
Sttafiourf, Secretaire dn Confeil 
d'Etat de & Majefte 1 Et les Etatsw 
Unis ayarit, de* kur cdteV muni de 
'Jeurs pleins^pouvoira let ffieurs Men* 
jamin Franklin, Depute att Congrts 
general de la j>a*t de 1' But de Penn- 
sylvia^r, & Mnrefident de la Conven- 
tion dudit Etat ; Silas Deane, ci-dt- 
Sfant Depute de l^Etet de Connecticut; 
& Arthur Lee ConfciHer des Loix : 
Lefdits Plenipotenriaires refpe&irs, 
aprcs l'echange de leurs pleins pou- 
yoirs, k apres mure deliberation,, ont 
Yot, VIL condu 



ciprocal advantage, taking care to 
avoid di&greeabie preferences, the 
fourcei of altercation, embarraflmem, 
anddifcontent ; to leave to each party 
the liberty, refpefting commerce and 
navigation, of making fuch interior 
regulations u (hall fuit themfelves ; 
to found their commercial advantages 
as well on reciprocal intereft, as on 
the laws of mutual agreement ; and 
thus to preferve to both parties the 
liberty of dividing, each according 
io his will, the fame advantages with 
other nations. In this idea, and to 
accomplim thefe views, his {aid Ma- 
jefty, having nominated and appoint- 
ed, as his Plenipotentiary, M. Con- 
rad Alexander Gerard, "royal Syndic 
of the city of Straiburgh, Secretary of 
has Majefty's Council of State ; and 
the United States having, on their 
part, inverted with full powers Me£ 
Benjamin PrankHn, Deputy of the Ge- 
neral Congrefs of the State of Penn- 
frlyania, and Prefident of the Af- 
i«ably of the faid State ; Silas Deane, 
formerly Deputy of the State of Con- 
necticut ;/ ajid Arthur Lee, Coun- 
fcllor atLaVT^the faid Plenipoten- 
tiaries refpeftively, . after having ex- 
changed their credentials, and upon 
& mature 
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. Art. I> 11 y aura unepaix &rme, 
>vioJabl< |t un£verjel]e, *JW SP 1 *- 
tie ynrie & fincere ««i^ le Kdi Tr£s- 
.ChrcU^n #l ^heritifo & fugttfcura, 
.* jfotre, les Kitts-Vpjs $ie r^meriqus, 
AJofijUUlepfiTB lea fcjqw £«/$• V^feftc 
.T^s-^Jir^iegns # qe^defclits Btat*; 
>©qmme auffi entre les peuplea, -jflea, 
,vUlc8 ^olata* Xuucs. fans J* jurifii se- 
ction d*» ftoi^TreVChretieu * <|cftUjCs 
.Etats, Unis, 4c entre Jeorf peqplfts ^ 
Jlabitans. dc taute* jcs- clafles,;faw 
,-aucunt exception ,de per (bnnes & dc 
j|cu*i >L*s- v conditiQiis metttiontieesan 
£rejfe»Jt TranSi. ieront perpetuelics & 
4*rma«eAtes entre le Rgi .T*ft*r£iu*- 
j»rn,.fes Jwritiera & fucce&ura, U ldf- 
•4iu Etata-Unis. 



. lAjuvB.-Le RoiTrjes-Chrctien 4c 
Jea£taxs-Unia, .a'efrgagenj m»|ualls- 
awent •;'*, n'acconlw;aucupe";faTfiir 
particuliere id^iutres nations, en jiait 
ie cororaeroe & de. navigation, -qui " 



;< ^ ) 

ariSck* fti- matura deliberation, have concluded 
and agreed to the following %\ ticles • 
t . Art. I. A, firm, inviolable, and 
.universal peace,, and a true and fin* 
. cere t ^erwfhip, ifyall fubttt' betweep 
.the &f°& Chriftian King, his heirs and 
fucceilors, and the Onitcd States of 
: Anierica^ as well as between his Moil 
Chriil^an Majefty*s fubjefb, and thof« 
of the faid States ; as 'alfo between 
, the people, iflaftds, cities, and places, 
Jjuuler thegw^mentofliisChriftiaii 
Majcfty, and the faid Onited'States*; 
,and between the people and Inhabi- 
tants of airdaiTos, without any ex* 
cepuon to perfons or places. TK* 
condition^ mentioned In the present 
treaty, Aallte perpetual anid perma- 
nent between the ]MoHL \ Chrittiaja 
liiii, &s heirs and iueceiTors, ' ami 
the f£jtd United States, 
*.. A*t. H. 5 The Molt ChrU^aB 
&ing andjd^ f tJni f M$wtes'iutnaD^ 
^Agags, «ot t *P : krant any particular 
favour to; o^W nations, reijpecTtiijK 
commerce awl navigation, which (haa 



^evienne auifitdt £pmmune\aj[*autre jiot J>e immediately made known to 

partifi.; M cellcci jouira tiejget&t'fc- ithe o^her .Darty r, .and * fuch ^ natioa 

iveur gratuitemtaU, . ft Ja . qonceflion jfliall enjoy 7 tijat favour gratuitoufly, 

xft gratuite, ou en .^cowdint Ja mime if the .conceifio^ u \Jv#tu or. intrant* 

^compeniadbn, A la eabceffion t eft <o&- ijRg 4^e ^une ^mpeniation, if tEc 



.Cqnceffian is coriitional. 
,t AKx. i pl* t rf%e\ftWe&*of tne 
•^fofl Cnriftjan fcing flufi not pay, in 
_the pjwt^i karlro^,/rqads, conh- 
tries, i(tahds, citiei^ and places of the 



•ditinoeUe. k , , ,, ... - r • 

•i. : Aax.JIL Les^fujeudu^oi TreV 

Chretien he ppj^erojjt daps lea porta, 

liavrci, rades^ xohtrejea,„i(les, gite> Sc 

'lieuxdes Etats-Unisottd'aufiun d*en- 

rtr'eux, d'autrea ni olw grahds. drpits ^Un^ped , States,^ any' gTyafcr duties or 

.^impoU, de tjuelqae nature: gu'ils imppfts,. of* ^what nature "fo'ever they 

\pu(ii&nCeCre^ ^c queld^ue. nom <ju*ils ^raay be, s or by, ^y^ateyer^ name tligy 

,|>uiflent avoir, Lqpe ceux'gpe Ifrl na- J»ay. J>e calkd f -d^n fuch las the' molt 
lions lea plus fawifei/ejpnjE'^cn^ttOs favoured t nation jliall ^pay ; aiid' tliey 
.Sde payer.; Sc Hi jOUiront de tou,a : lea Jhajl ^enjoy^ajl the /igfiu, liberties, 
droits, Hbertesj pritilege«i» Jmmuni- rprivilegea,. lpanunitles, and ^exemp^ 
tea Sc exemptions, rn hilM negpee, tiona,, m point of trade, navigation, 
ftayigatioa' & commerce,. Toit en paf- .and ^cqpmerce, r wWl^er in jpaffing 

.iantiTun 1 port drfdats" Etatrao^Au- ^Pm one port of Aefiud 'States xo 
tre, (bit en y allant <*u tn revenarjt ; .anpdher, pr~in gwijjj ' thither," or "in 

-de o^nelque partic our. jww q^eique .resuming from or going VoT any part 
partie da mond e qye «: foit > dont I es , of the world ; whatever, ' as the" faid 

nations -fifditeajooifletttoujouiron^ . natiops r anay or ftiall et>|py. , 

Aai>IV» Lca.fujeta, ;pcuples& : . : A %t^IV. ^ The^ub^^^/wep^le, 
tiabitaMdo(diu£ut5-Unis&d£cha- ^aa^jaoablta^ts of the Aid. United 

cua ""Btates^ 
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ports, fyaftrcs, rades, ifles. 
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dnn% les States, 



vUlcs A- 

places de !a domination He Sa Majefte 
TreVChretienne en Europe* d'autrej 
ni plus grands droits ou impfos, de 
qiulque nature : qu*i1* puiffir'nt etre, & 
*juelque nom qalls puiiTent avoir, 
que fes nations les plus favorifees font 
ou feront tenue* de payer, & ils joui- 
ront de tous !es druits, Ubertes, pri- 
vileges, i mm unites & exemptions, en 
fau de negoce, navigation & eom- 
aierc^j foil en pa/Tanf d*un port a un 
autre defdits Etate du Roi TreV 
Chretien en Europe, foit eny allant 
ou en revenant de quelque partie ou 
pour quelque partie du monde que oe 
Jblt, dont les nations fuidijes joui£ 
Qui ou jotiiront. 

Art- V* Dam ^exemption ci- 
jdeflus eft nommement comprife Tim* 

fofttion decent fous par toupeau , e^a- 
lie en France fur les navires etran* 
fa-s, ii ce n>ftlcrfque leshavires des 
tats-Unis chargeront des inarchan- 
difes de France dans un port de 
France pour un autre port de la tncmf 
domination, auquejca* lefdits navircs 
defdits Etats-Unis acquitteront le 
droit dont iJ s'agit, aiifli long-temp* 
que les a utres nations Us plus favo- 
jifees feront obligees de I'aequuter ; 
hicn entendu qu'U fera lihre auxdits 
fita^-Unis, ou a a^cun d'lccux, 
d'ctabUr, quand ih le jugeront a 

Jopos, un droit equivalent a cclui 
ut ii eft question, pour le meme 
cas pour lequel it eft etabU dans les 
pQrts de Sa Majefte Trcs-Cbriticnn»- 
Art- VI. Le Roi Trc; phretich 
' fera ufage de tous les m'oyens qui 
Ent ea fan pouvoir, pour protigcr & 
dt:fendrc tou* les vaifl'eaux & ^ ets 
appartenans aux fujets, peuples & ha- 
fciups do'fdits Etats-Unis & de char 
curt tTiceux, qif i feronf dans fes ports, 
Jbavres ou radei, ou dans les mers pres 
de fes pays, contrees," ifcs, viiles & 
places, & fwa tous fcs efforts pour 
rccouvrcr & faire reiUtuer aux pro T 
oncjaires legitimes, leurs agens ou 
mandattires, tons les vaifleaux £ ef- 

' fct6 



or. each, of theai, fhall not 
pay, 'in the ports, harbours, roads, 
1 Hands, cities, and places, within the 
dominions of his Moil CKnlUan Ma- 
jefty in Europe, any greater dutit* or 
impofts, of what nature foevcr they 
may be, or by whatever name they 
maybe called, than the moll fa^oa rite 
nation arc or ftnll be bound to pay j 
and they mall enjov ait the rigbu, 
liberties! privileges, immunities, and 
exerri prions, ir> point «F trade, navi- 
gation, and commerce, whether in 
palling from one port to another of 
the fajd dominions of the Moil Chriil 
dan King in Europe, or" In going 
thither, or in returning from fcr going 
to any psrt of the world whatever^ a* 
the faid nations may or mail enjoy. * 
AftT. V. In the above exemption 
is particularly comprised ibe imposi- 
tion of one hundred pence per ton* 
elUbli flied in France upon foreign 
mips; excepting when the Hlips of 
the United States mall loaii with 
French merchandizes in one port of 
France for another in the fame king- 
dom, in which cafe the faid ftiips of 
the faid United States mall difchargc 
the ufiial rights, fo long as the moil 
favourite nations mall be obliged to 
do the fame ; neverthclefr, the faid 
ijnited States, or any of them, lball 
be at liberty to eftabUih, whenever 
they fhail think proper, a right equi* 
valent to that in queftion, in the fame 
cafe as it is eUablifiicd in the ports of 
his MoH Chrifthn Majelly. 

Art.VL TheMoft Chridian King 
(hall Ufe alt the means in his power 
to proteel and defend all the (hips and 
eftefts belonging to the fubjefts, peo- 
ple, and inhabitants of the faid 
United States, and of each of them, 
vvh;ch thai! be in his ports, harbours, 
or roads, or in the feas riear his terri- 
tories, countries, Hies, cities, and 
places ; and fliall ufe every eJFart to 
recover and reltore to the lawful pro- 
prietors, their agents or order, all thc- 
{hips and'cffttU which fliajj be taken 
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fets qui leur feront prls dans l'lten- 
due de fa jurifdidhon :. et Ies vaif- ' 
feaux de guerre de Sa Majefte Tres- 
Chretienne ou Ies convois quelcpn- 
ques, .faifaut voile (bus fon autorite, 
prendront, en toute pccaiidn fous 
Jeur prote&ion Ies vaifleaux apparte r 
nans aux fujets, peuple ic habitans 
defdits Etats-Unis pu dfaucun d'i- 
ceiix, Iefquels tiendront le meme 
cours & feront la meme route, k il| 
defenderont Iefdits vaifleaux . aufli 
long-temps c^u'ils tiendront le'ihpme 
cours & fuivront la m£me rpute,. 
icontre toute attaque, force ou vio- 
lence, de Ja meme rhaniere qu'ils 
font tenus de defendre & de proteger 
Ies vaifleaux appartenans aux fujets 
de Sa Majefte Tres Chretienne. " 
Ajit- Vlf. ' Pareillement Iefdits 
Etats-Unis &leu*s vaifleaux de guerre 
faifant voile fous Ieurautorite', pro^ 
tegeront & 'defenderont, conformed 
xnent au'contenu'de Particle prece- 
dent, tous Ies vaifleaux &' eiFets /ap- 
partenans aux fujets du Roi Tres- 
Chretien, 8c feront tous Ieurs efforts 
pour recbuvrer & faire reltituer Ief- 
dits vaifleaux & effets qui auront ete 
pris dans Petendue de la jurifdiAion 
defdits Etats Unis & de chacun d'i- 
ceux. - 

Art. VJIL Le Roi Tres-Chrerlen 
emploira fes bons offices & fon entre- 
mife aupres des Roi ou Empereur de 
Maroc ou Fez, des Regences d'Al- 
ger, Tunis & Tripoli, ou aupres 
d'aucun 'd'entr'eiles, aihfi qu'aupres 
de tout- autre Prince, Etat ou Puif- 
fance des cotes de Barbarie e,n 
Afrique, ' & des fujets defdis Roi, 
Empereur, Etats & Puiflance, 8c de 
chacun d*iceux,' a Peffet de pourvoir 
aufli pleinemeut & auffi efKcacement 
qu'il fera poflible; a Pavantage, coni- 
modite & surete defdits Etats-Unis & 
de chacun d'iceUx, 'ainii que de Ieurs 
fujets, peuples & habitans,' Ieurs 
vaifleaux & eflets, contre toute vio- 
lence, infulte, attaque ou depredation 
de la part defdits Princes & Etats 
Bsrbarefques ou de Ieurs fujets. 

A1T.-IX. 



within his jarifili&ton % |nd hjs ModP 
Chrlftjari Majefty's mips of war', a* 
other convoy^ 'failing under his au- 
thority," fjuli take, on every occaiion, 
under their protection tie ihips be* 
fonging.'to tne fubjedks, ' people, and 
inhabitants of the find United States^ 
bf any of them, "which lhall keep the 
fame cqurfe* and majce the fame rout, 
and defend the faid mips, fo long as 
they mall keep the fame courfe and 
make the fame rout, againft every 
attack, force, or violence, in the 
fame manner as they are bound to 
defend and prqte& the fliips belong^ 
ing to.the fubjefts of his Motf Ghp£ 
tian Majefty. '* 



Art. VII, Jn like manner, the /aid 
United States, and their (hips of war 
failing under their authority, fliall pro^ 
tecl and defend, agreeable to the con^ 
tents of the preceding Article, all tha 
ihips and effects belonging to the Molt 
Christian King, and mall ufe all their. 
efforts to recover and reftore, the firifl 
Ihips and effects, which mail be taken 
within the extent of the, jonffltdion 
of the faid United Stages, or either of 

them. * 

.* ■• • 

Art. VIII. The Moft CKriftian 
King will employ his*endeavours and 
mediation with the King or Emperpf 
of Morocco/ or Fez, with the Re^ 
gencies' of Algier, Tunis, and Tri- 
poli, or any bf them, as well as with 
pery other Prince, State, or Powers> 
of the Barbary Coafl'in Africa, and 
with the fubjecls of the faid King, 
Emperor, States and Powers, and 
each of them, to fecure, as fully anfl 
effectually as poffible, to the' advan- 
tage, convenience, and' fecurity, of 
the faid United States^ and each of 
them, as alfo their fubjec\$i people, 
and inhabitants, their lhip$ and erV 
fe&, agalnft violence, infult, attack, 
1 or depredation, on the part Of the 
faid Barbary Princes and States, or 
their fubje'fts. *' ' ""'* 

•"\- v Art.I^. 
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Art* IX Les fujets, habitant 
marchands, Commandans des n a vires, 
inaitres 8c gens de mer des Ktats, pro- 
vinces 8c domaines de deux parties, 
s'abftiendront 8c eviteront reciproque- 
ment de pecher dans toutes les places 
pofledees ou qui feront pofjj&dees par 
1'autre partie.* Les fujets de Sa Mar 
jefte Tres-ChrerAenne ne pecheront 
"pas dans les havres, baies, criques, 
rades, cotes 8c places que fefdits 
Etats-Unis pofse^ent ou pofsederpnt 
ft 1'avenir ; 8c de la mezne raariierc 
les fujets, peuples 8c babitans defdks 
ttats-Unis ne p6cberont pas dans les 
havres, baies, Cliques; rades c&ies 
& places que Sa Maiefte Trt&t-Cnre* 
tienne pofsede aftuellement otf poft£- 
dera a l'ayenir : et fi quelque navire 
pu batimpny ipni furpns peccant, en, 
violation du prefjmt traite le dft na r 
vire ou bjatiment 8c & cargaifoji, fe- 
ront. confifques, apresqueia preuve 
ea aura ete faite dftment ; bsen en- 
tendu que 1'exclufion fHpulee daqs le 
prifent article, n'aura heu qu'aujant 
& fi long-temps que le,Roi 8c les 
Etats-Unis n'aiiront point accorde a 
f*t egard i'exeeptibn a quelque na T 
kion que ce ppifle £tre. 

Art- X. Les Etats-Unis, leura 
citoy'ens & habitans, ne troubleroqt 
jamais les "fujets du Rol Tres-Chre'- 
tien dans la jouiiTance 8c exercicp 
<iu droit de peche fur les bancs de 
Terre-n'euvc, don' plus que dans la 
jouiffance indefinic 8c e^clufive qui 
ieur appartient fur la partie 4c9 c6te,s 
de cette i le^ idefignee dans le Traite 
d'Utredu, ni dans les droits reiarifs 
a toutes ic chacune des lies qui ap- 
jartiennent a Sa Majeftc Tres-Chrrf- 
tienne; ie tout conforraemeritau ve- 
ritable fens des Traites d'Utrecht &c 
de Paris. 

ArtVXL Lea fujets 8c habitans 
defdits Etats-Unis, ou de l'un d'eux, 
ne feront point reputes Aubains eh 
Prance, '8c tbnfequemment feront ex- 
empts du Droit d'Aubaine ou autre 
4roit femblable, quelque nommequ'il 
puiffe avoir : pourront drfpofer pat 
>'•' * teftament, 



Art. IX. The fubjefts, 'inhabi- 
tants, merchants, commanders of 
(hips, mafters, and feamen, of the 
ftatcs', provinces, and dominions of 
the two parties, fhall reciprocally re- 
frain from and avoid fifhing in anr 
of the places ponefTed, or which fbaH 
be ponefied, by the other party. The 
fuhjedls pf his Mo# Chriftian Majefty 
fhall not nfh in the harbours, bays, 
creeks, roads, and places, which the 
faid United States poflefs, or fharl 
hereafter poflefs ; and in tl^e fame 
manner the fubjeds, people, and in- 
habitants, of the faid United States, 
mall not fifti in the harbours, bays', 
creeks, roads, coafts, and places, 
which his Moft Chriftian Majefty 
actually peflefles, or ball hereafter 
poflefs ; and if any fhip or vefTel fhall 
be furprked fifhing, in violation of 
the prefent treaty, ' the fame fhip or 
yeflel, and its cargo, (hall, upon clear 
proof, be confiscated Provided, the 
fcxdufion ftipnlated is the prefent 
article fhall Hand good only io long 
as the King and flie United State* 
fhall npt funer it to be enjoyed by any 
other nation whatever. ' 

Art. X. The United States, their 
citizens and inhabitants, fhall never 
difturb the fubjecls of the Moft 
Chriftian King in the enjoyment and 
exercife of the right of fiftung on the 
banks . of Newfoundland, any more 
than in the unlimited and exclufive 
enjoyment they poflefs on that part 
of the coafts of that ifland, as fpeci- 
fied in the treaty of Utrecht, nor in 
the riehts relative to all and each of 
the ifles which belong to his Mpft 
Chriftian Majefty ; the whole con^ 
fbrmable to the true fenfe of the 
treaties of Utrecht and Paris. 

Art. XI. The fubj efts and inha- 
bitants of the faid United States, or 
any of them, fhall not be confidered 
as foreigners in France, and confe- 
quently fhall be exempt from the 
right of efcheatage, or any other fuch 
like right, under any name whatever ; 

the v. 
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Jieftament, donation on anticmentv.de 
Jeurs biens> meubles & immeubles en 
iaveur de telle* perfonnes que boo 
-leur femolera ; & leurs heretiers, fur 
jets, defdits Etats-Unis, jrefidans foit 
jrl France on ailieuip, pourront leu? 
&ecedex aJ>-i*tefim % fans cju'ik aient 
Ibeibin d'ootenir des^fcfre* denatura* 
W, ib fans que,l'en% de cette con* 
ftriEon kur pu^Tejwre cpnteile ou emr 
pecbe, fou& pr^texte de quelques 
droits ou prerogatives, des provinces* 
Jrilles ou pe^fofta^s privies; etferoaf 
Iicfdits herkiexs, foit i titre Darticu- 
per, foit *£ mnfi^( 9 exempts dp tout 
^boit de. d&raftioft, ou a*tre droit, <fe 
$* genrq, feuf n^amoin^ Ips 3roit* 
locauxj tant & $ long- temps qpa'ij 
ji'ta fera point etabji <te pareils .paff 
iefdits Efcais-Uais- ou aucuji d'keux* 
J^es fnjets du Roi Trc^Ch*etien jpju 
4*ont, de leurodte, 4ans tous ies dor 
•jnaine* defdits Etats, d'une entier* & 
.garfaire reciprocity, . j;ekiUvement aux 
fupulatioos r^nferaet* dans le prer 
icnt article.. 

' Mais il efcconwiuen-memettjnps 
4pe fqn coa^tpftu. n* portera aucjipnp 
atteinte dux Loyc promul^ufe* en 
France contre Ies emigrations, pu 
-aut pourranc etre ptenpulguoas dans 
ja fuitc» lefquelles demeureront dan* 
toute leur force 8s vigueur: le* EtatSr 
TtJnia, de leur cote* ou aupun d'ent$' 
jpux, feront libres de fhtuer fur cette 
jaatiere telle Loi qu'iis jngeron* | 
j>ropos. 

Art. XII. Les navires jnaschandf 
lies deux parties* qu\ feront denize? 
pour des ports appartenant a ua? 
* puiflance ennemie de Tautre allie, 8f 
font le voyage OH la nature des mar- 
phaodifes dont ils feront charges don- 
fieroiept de juftes foupcons, feront t$- 
nus d'exhibcr, ibiten haute mer, foif 
gantries pof ts $c havres, non-feulement 
Jetfrs pafleports, xnais encorp Us cert 



they may, bx wiO, donatio*, or.qtfeer~ 
wife, difpoie of their goods, move- 
ables, and fixtures, in favour-of whoaf 
they fhall pleafe ; and their heirs f 
fubjeib of the faid United States, re- 
sident in France or elfewhere, ftial^ 
fucceed to them, ah Meftai* wit^ou* 
being obliged to* obtain letters of na- 
turalisation, and, without being ex* 
poied to any moleilation or hincjrahec, 
under pretence of any rights, or pre? 
rogadves of provinces, cities, ox j>rv- 
vatje perfbas;^ and thfl faid heirs^ 
either by particular title, or ah Ur 
ufiat, (hall be exempt fjcom, all rjghf 
ojf detraftion, or otjier right of thajt 
Jwnd,. provided that fuch or the Ufee 
local rifjhtt are not eftabliihed bv U19 
^kid United States* or. any, of thfioi, 
The fubjeds of ^uf'NTplt ChrUtian 
King fhall enjoy, cm tjijeix fide, iii, a$ 
tfee donpiujpAs vf'tl^fiu^ States, ao 
entiw and nerfeft reciprocation* Vffy 
xefp^cl K>.t$e ftipula^as in^lujdW if 
]^he prefait Article, 

^t it is at the ftme pp agreeil 
tha; the contents 0/ this Article flia|I 
, not alfe£t ^hje Jaws made in £rar*cp 
againft emigrations, or fuph as may 
be ma4« hereafter, fuch biin^ left in 
their full force and vigour; $& 
United States, on their hfa 9 or anr 
of thexp, ft'ail be free to mft^e fucp. 
laws,, refpefting th4P »> a ^ V tli^y 
#iall^dge proper. 

Art. XII. Jher*erchant fjups. of 
bptK parties, which fhall be bpun4 to 
any ppn, belonging to a Mwer thep 
an enemv of the other alty, and of 
which the voyage, or nature of ita 
cargo, fhall give juft fufgicions, ftiatl 
be bpuad to produce f ei^ef on ttip 
high feas, or in pprts and ^arbejurs^ 
not only their paffports, |&ut alfbpcr- 
tjficates, which /hail expref^y ftatj^ 



jificajs qui conAateront exprenement ihax their cargoes are wit Jo/ prc$£* 

jjue leur chargement, n*efl pas de la $tie4 arfd cpn^raban^ wares* 
flualitc de ceux q^e font prohibes 
pomme contrebande, 

Ajlt. XJU. & 1'exhibition defditf A^f . 3{JII. If th$ contents of th? 
c$x44cat| ........... -. ^ 
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fe cerHncati conduit a decouvrir q«e le 
* ttavire porte desmarchandHes proni- 
%Ses & rejJutees contrebande, coo- 
"figriees pour tm port cnhemi, il *«e 
'fera pas permis de brifer le* ecoutiHes 
defdit navires, ni d\>uvrir aocune 
calife, eofrVe, malle.ballott/tdnneaUx 
^r "atrtres caiffes qui s'y tronvcront, 
*©u d'endeplacer it detotkrner la moin* 
' dre partie des raardiandifes, foit que 
^c nav^ire appartienne aux fnjets du 
RoiTreVChretienou aux habitans 
*des Etats-Unis, jufqu'a. ce que la 
cargaifbn ait 6tc mife a terre en pre- 
sence des Officiers des Gours d'Ami- 
'faute, fc que I'inventaire en ait ete 
fait ; tnais on ne permettera pas de 
^vendre^echanger on aHener les na- 
'Vires ou leur cargaifoa en maniere 
^quelconque, avant que le proces ait 
'ete fait & par&it fegalement, pour 
'declarer la contrebande, & que les 
*Cours d'Amiraute auront prononce 
^leur conization par jugement,- fans 
"prejudice ri6anmoins aes navires, 
'ainfi que 'des marchandrfes qui, en 
l vertu du tralte, doivent etre cenfes 
"fibres. Il he fera pas permis de re- 
"tenir tes 'tnarthandifes, (bus pretexte 
*qu*elles oht'fte entachees par les 
'marcLandlfes'de contiebande, 8c bien 
'ttoins encore de les connTquer comrac 
"des piifes iegales : dans le cas ou une 
Jiarne fealement, & non la totalite 
du chargemeht, cOnfifteroit en mar- 
Chandifeit de concrabande, k que le 
commandant ' du vaifleau confente a 
Jes delivrer au cor&ire qui les aura 
"ilecouvertes, alors le Capitaine * qui 
'aura faite^la\pfife, apres avoir recu 
tea marchaidifes, doit incontinent rc- 
lacher le flavire, &ne doit l'empe- 
^cher eii aucnnfc manure de continuer 
'fon voyage; mais dans le cas out les 
*inarchattdife$*le contrabande he pour- 
)$&& pas etre f tdotes chargees fur le 
VauTeau capteur, alon le- Gapitaine 
ttiidit vaiifeau feraie maitre, malgre 
Toffre dfc'remettre'la contrebande, de 
coriduire* le patron dans le plus pro- 
<hain port, confottnement a cequi eft 
frefcitle plus hauu 

A ax. X1Y. 



faid certificates leads to a dtkotorfj 
that die fhap carries prohibited and 
contraband merchandises, configaod 
to an enemy's port, it fedl not ht 
, permitted to open the hatche* of the 
faid4hip, nor any cafe, cheA, trunk, 
-bale, caflc, or other cafes, contained 
therein, or to difplace or remove the 
leaft partof the merchandize, whether 
the fhip belongs • to the Moil Carif- 
tian King, or to the inhabitants of 
the United States, until the cargo 
has been landed in the presence of tte 
officers of the Admiralty, and an in- 
ventory taken of them ; but they flull 
not be permitted to fell, exchange, or 
difpofe of the fhrps or cargoes, in any 
manner whatever, until a fair.aad 
legal enquiry has been made, the. 
contraband declared, and the Court 
of Admiralty (hall have pronounced 
the confifcation by judgment, never- 
-thelefs without prejudice of mips or 
cargoes, which, by virtue of tins 
treaty, ihould be confsdercd as free* 
It ihall not be permitted to- retain 
merchandizes, under pretence thax 
they were found among contraband 
goods, and ftill lofs to conJifcatc them 
as legal prizes. In cafe where a part 
only, and not the whole of the eargo, 
confifc of contraband articles, and 
that the commander of the flap con- 
fen ts to deliver up to the captor what 
ihall be difcovered, then the captain, 
who mail have made the prize, after 
having received thofe articles, fhaJl 
immediately releafe the fliip, and in 
no manner prevent its from purfu- 
ing its voyage ; but in cafe that the 
whole of the contraband articles can- 
not be all taken into the veflel of the 
captor, then the Captain offuch vef- 
fel^hall remain' mafter of Ms prize, 
notwithstanding the otter to give up 
the contraband goods, and conduct 
the fhipinto the neareft port, conform^ 
•ably to what is above fpecified* 



Aaf. XiV. 
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Art, XIV. On eft coftvcnu au 
contraire, que tout ce qui fe trouvera 
charge par les fujets refpe&ifs, fur 
des navires apparrenans aux ennemis 

4 de l'autre partie, ou a leurs fujet?, 
fera connfque fans diilinclion des 
marchandifes prohibees ou non pro- 
hibees, ainfi & de meme que fi elles 
appartenoient a Pennemi, a 1 'excep- 
tion toutefois des effets & marchan- 
difes qui auront ete mis a bord def- 

- dits navires avant la declaration de 
guerre, ou meme apres ladite decla- 



) 



ration, fi au moment du chargement 
on a pu Pignorer, de mariiere que 
les marchandifes des fujets des deux 
parties, foit qu'elles fc trouvent du 
nombre de celles de contrebande ou 
autrement, lefquelles, comme il vient 
d'etre 'die, auront ete mifes a bord 
d'un vaifleau appartenant a Tennemi 
avant la guerre, ou meme apres la* 

• dite declaration lorfqu'on l'ignoroit, 
^ne feront en aucune maniere fujettes 
. a>connfcation, mais feront fidelement 

& de bonne foi rend ues fans delai a 

leurs proprietaires qui les reclame- 

. ront; bien entendu n^'anmoins qu'il 

.ne foit pas permis de porter dans les 

ports ennemis les marchandifes qui 

feront de contrebande. Les deux 

.parties contra&antes conviennent que 

le terme de deux mois pafle depuis la 

declaration de guerre, leurs 'fujets 

refpeftifs, de quelque partie du 

monde qu'ils viennent ne pourront 

plus alleguer l'ignorance dont il ell 

queftian dans le prefent article. 

Art. XV. Et arm de pouvoir 
plusefficacement a lasurete des fujets 
des deux parties contraclantes, pour 
qu'il ne Ieur foit fait aucun prejudice 

• par les vaifleaux de guerre de l'autre 
partie, ou par des armateurs particu- 
Jiers, il fera fait defenfesa tous Capi- 

■ taines des vaifleaux de Sa Majefte 
Tres-Chreticnne & defdits Etats- 
Unis, & a tous leurs fujets, de faire 
aucun dommage ou infulte a ceux de 
l'autre partie ; St au cas ou ils y con- 
treviendroient, ils en feront punis, Sc 



Art* XIV; It is agreed <m the 
.Contrary, that every thing that lhall 
be found embarked by the respective 
fubjedts, in ihips belonging to die 
enemies of the other party, w" thejr 
fubje&s, ihall be connlcated, without 
regard to their being prohibited of 
not, in the fame mariner as if they 
. belonged to the enemy ; excepting, 
however, fuch effects and merchan- 
dizes as had been put Onboard the 
faid (hips before the declaration of 
war, or even after the faid declaration, 
if they were*ijnorant of it at the time 
of loading ; To that the merchandizes 
of the fubje&s of both parties, whe- 
ther they be found among contraband 
goods or otherwife, which, as hath 
been juft mentioned,' lhall have been 
put on board a fliip, belonging to the 
enemy, before the war, or even afte* 
the faid declaration, when unknown 
to them, (hall not be, in any man* 
ner, fubject to cohfifcation, but ihall 
be faithfully and truly reftored, with- 
out delay, to the owners who ihall 
claim them ; it mult, however, be 
underftood, that it will not be per- 
mitted to carry contraband goods into 
an enemy's ports. The two contract- 
ing partie* agree, that after the ex- 
piration of two months, from the de- 
claration of vrar, their refpeclive fub- 
je£ts, from what part of the world fd- 
ever they ihall come, ihall not be 
permitted to plead ignorance of the 
queftion in this Article. . 

Art. XV. And in order the more 
effectually to fecure the fubje&s of the 
two contracting parties from receiving 
any prejudice from the ihips of war 
or privateers of either party, orders 
ihall be given to all captains of ihips 
of his Moil Chriflian Majefty and the 
faid United States, and to all their 
fubjects, to avoid offering infult or 
doing damage to the ihips of either 
party; and whoever fhall aft contrary 
to thefe orders, ihall be puniihed ft* 
it, and ihall be bound and obliged 
perfonall^ 
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de jflus ils* feront tenui 8c obliges en personally, in their own effects, to 



burs perfonnes 8c en leurs biens, de 
feparer tous lei dommages 8c in- 
terests. 

Art. XVI. Tous vaiffeatox & maf- 
chandtfes de quelque nature que ce 
puiflc e"tre, lorfqu'ils auront ete en- 
levis des main* de quelques pirates 
en pleine mef^ feront amenes dans 
quelque port de Tun des deux Etats, 
& feront remis a la garde des Of- 
ficiers dudit port, afin d'etre rendus 
en entier a leur V6riiable proprie- 
taire, auffit6t qu'il aura dftment 8c 
fuffifamment fait confter de fa pro- 
priete. 

Axt. XVII. Les vaifleaux de 
guerrede SaMajefteTres-Chreriennr * 
8c ceux des Etats-Unis, de meme 
que ceux que leurs fujets auront ar- 
mes en guerre* pourront en toute li- 
berte, cotfduire ou bon leur fern- 
bier a, les prHes qu'ils auront faites 
fur leurs ennemis, fans etre obliges a 
aucuns droits, foit des fieurs Ami- 
rata ou de t'Amiraute, ou d'aucuns 
autres, fans qu'auffi lefdits vaifTeaux 
ou lefditcs prifes^ entrant dans les 
havres ou ports de Sa Majefte Tres- 
Chretrenne, ou defdits Etats-Unis, 



repair all fuch damages and lofles. 



Art. XVI. All fhips and mer- 
chandizes* of what nature foever, 
which fhall be taken out of the hands 
of p'irates on the high feas, fhall be 
conducted into fome port of the two 
States, and fhall be committed t6 the 
care of the officers of the faid port, in 
order that they may be entirely re- 
ftored to the right owner, as foon as 
fuch property fhall be fully and clear- 
ly proved. 

^ Art. XVlL The /hips of war of 
his Moft ChrifHan Majefty, and thofe 
of the United States, ai well as pri- 
vateers fitted out by their fubjecis, 
(hall be at full liberty to condiidi 
where they pleafe fuch prizes as they 
fhall 'take from the enemy, without 
being amenable to the junfdictiori of 
their Admirals or Admiralty, or any 
other power; and the faid vefTels, or 
prizes, entering into the harbours or 
ports of 'his Moft Chrifliah Majefly, 
or thofe ; of the faid United States, 

________ , ........ _ flj'all be Neither flopped nor fei zed, 

puifTent etre arritea ou faifis, ni que ' n&r fhall the otecers of fuch places 
les OfEciejsdes lieux pui-Tcnt prendre enquire into the validity of the faid 
COnnoifTance de la vafidite defditics prizes, but fhall be permitted to de- 
prifes, lefquelles pourront forth- 8c part freely and at full liberty, to fuch 
cfre conduites franchement * & en i places' as directed in the com millions, 
tdute liberte, aux lieux portes par 
les commiflions dont les Capitaines 
debits vaifleaux feront obliges de 
faire apparoir. Et aucontraire; ne 



which the captains of the faid fhips 
fkail be obliged to produce. Arid, 
on the contrary, they fhall neither 
givefecurity nor retreat, in their ports 



fera donne afyle mretraite dans leurs 1 v or harbours, to any prizes made on 
ports ou havres, a ceux qui auront the fubjefts of his Majeity, or the 
fait, des prifes fur les fujets de Sa ' faid United State* ; and, if fuch fhall 
Mttjefte ou defditsr Etats^Unis ; 8c' be found to enter then* ports, through 
**ils font forces d'y entrer par tern- ' fjorms or dangers of the fea, chey fhall 
ppte ou peril de lamer, on les fera ' be obliged to depart as foon as pof- 
J^rtrr leplds tot qu^l fera poffible. ' fible. 

Art. XVItL DansJe eas oilun : Art, XVIH. Should a fhip, be- 
yaifieau appartenant a 1' on des deux longing to either of the two States, 
EtatSj out a le^Tr fujets, aura Schouf, ;' or their fubjetts, run aground, be 
fatik ' naufrauge o« foufrert quelqu'- wrecked, or fuffer other damages, 
«rtrt dommage.. Tar les c6te_ ou fous upon the coafls belonging to one 
la domination- detune d«s deux par- of the two parties',' they fhall give all 

VoL.VIk ties, L friendly 
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tie*, il fera donne toute aide 
fiftance amiable aux perfonnes nauf- 
fragees ou qui fe trouvent en danger, 
Sc il leur fera accorde* des faufcon- 
duits, pour afTurer leur paffage Sc leur 
retour dans leur patrie. 

Art, XIX. Lorfque Ies fujets Sc 
habitans dc Tune des deux parties 
avec Ieurs vaifTeaux, foit publics Sc 
de guerre, foit particuliers Sc mar- 
chands, feront forces par une tem- 
pete, par la pourfuite des pirates Sc 
des ennemis, ou par quelqu'autre 
necefTite urgente, de chercher refuge 
& un abri, de fc retirer Sc entrer dans 
quelqu'une des rivieres, baies, rades 
ou ports de Tune des deux parties, ils 
feront recus Sc traites avec humanite 
& honnetete, Sc jouiront de toute 
amitie, protection Sc afliftance, Sc il 
leur fera permis de fe pourvoir de ra- 
fraichifTemens, de vivres Sc de toutes 
chofes neceflaires pour leurfubfiflance, 
pour la reparation de leurs vaifTeaux, 
Sc pour continuer leur voyage, Ie tout 
moyennant un prix raifonnable ; Sc 
51s nc feront retenus en aucune ma- 
niere, ni empeches de fortir defdits 
ports ou rades, mais pourront fe re- 
tirer & partir quand Sc comme il leur 
pi air a, fans aucun obflacle ni em- 
pechement. 

Art. XX. Afin de promouvoir 
d'autant mieux le commerce des deux 
c6tes, il eft convenu que dans Ie cas 
ou la guerre furviendroit entre Ies 
deux Nations fufdites, il fera accorde 
fix mois aprcs la declaration de guerre, 
aux marchands dans Ies villes Sc cites 
qu'ils habitent, pour rafTembler Sc 
tranfporter leurs marchandlfes ; & s'il 
en ell enleve quelque chofe, ou s'il 
leur a etc fait quelqu'injure durant 
le terme prefcrit ci defTus, par l'une 
des deux Parties, leurs peuples ou 
fujets, il leur fera donne a cet tgard 
pleine & entiere farisfaction. - 

Arjt. XXI. Aucun fujet du Roi 
Tres-Chretien ne prendra de com- 
miffion ou de lettres de marque pour 
firmer quelque vaifleau ou vaifTeaux, 
a l'effet d'agir comme Corfkire centre 
• iefdits 
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Sc af- friendly *id and affiftance to fiicti as 
are in danger, and take every me- 
thod to fecure their fafe pauage, and 
return to their own country. \ 



Art. XIX. When the fubjeds 
and inhabitants of one of the two par- 
ties with their fhips, whether men of 
war, privateers, or merchantmen, 
fhall be fprced by foul weather, by t 
the purfuits of pirates or enemies, or 
by any other urgent neceflity^ to feek 
fhelter and refuge, to run into and 
enter fome river, bay, road, or port,, 
belonging to one of the two parties, 
they (hall be received and treated with * 
humanity andkindnefs, and fhall en- 
joy all thefrjendfhip, protection, and 
affiftance, and fhall be permitted to 
procure refrefhments, provifions, and 
every thing neceffary for their fub- 
iiftence,for the repairing of their. 
ihips, and to enable them to purfue 
their voyage, paying a reafonable 
price for every thing ; and they {hall 
not be detained in any manner, nor 
prevented quitting the faid ports or 
roads, but fhall be permitted to de- 
part at pleafure, without any obilaclc 
or impediment. , 

Art. XX. Inorder. the better t* 
promote the, commerce of the two 
"partiesj it is agreed, thatin cafe^ war 
mould commence between the two 
faid nations, fix months fhall be al- 
lowed, after the declaration of war, to 
the merchants living in their towns 
and cities, to collect and tranfport 
their merchandize ; and, if any part 
them mall be flolen or damaged, 
during the time above prefcribed, by 
either of the r,wo parties, their people 
or fubjects fhall be obliged to make 
full and perfect fousfaction for .the 
fame. 

Art. XXI. No fubjeft of the Moft 
Chriftian King fhall take a commif- 
fion, or letters of marque, to arm 
any fhip or veflcl, to act as a priva- 
Vateer. againft the faid United States, 

or 
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lefdit* Etatfc-Unu 
d'erttr'eux, ou contre les fojcts, peu 
pies ou habitans d'iceux, ou contre 
leur propriete, ou celle des habitants 
d'attcun d'entr'eux, dequelque Prince 
que fe foit avec lequef leftlits Etatt- 

- Unis feront en guerre. De meme 
aucun citoyen, fujet ou habitant' des 
fufdits Etats-Uhis, & de quelqu'un 
d'entr'eux, ne demandera ni n'ac- 
ceptera aucune com million ou lettres 
de marque pour aimer quelque vaif- 
feau ou vaifTeaux, pour courre-fus 
aux fujets de Sa Majefte Tres-Chre- 
tienne, ©u quelqu'on d'entr'eux, ou 
leur propriete, de quelque Prince ou 
Etats que fe foic avec qui Sadiie Ma- 
jefte ce trouvera en guerre ; & ft 
<iuelqu'un de 1'une ou de l'autre Na- 
tion prenoit de pareilies commiflions 
ou lettres de marque, il {era puni 
com me pirate. 

Art. XXII. II ne fcra permis a 
aucun corfaire etranger, non appar- 
tenant a quelque fujet de Sa Majefte 
Tret* Chretienne, ou a un citoyen 
defdits Rtat6-Unis, lequel aura une 
commiflionde la part d'un Prince ou 
d'une Puiflance en guerre avec Tune 
des deux Nations, d'armer leurs vaif- 
ferox dans les ports de 1'une des deux 
Parties, ni d'y vendre les prifes qu'U 
aura faites, ni decharger en autre 
maniere quelcouque les vaifTeaux, 
marchandifes ou aucune partie, de leur 
cargaifon ; il ne fera meme pas permis 
d'acheter d'autres vivres que ceux qui 
lui feront neceflaires pour fe rendre 
dans le port le plus voifin du Prince 
ou de PEtat dont il tient fa com- 

. million. 

• Aut. XXIII. II fera permis a tous 
& un chacun des fujets du Roi Tres- 
.Chretien, & aux citoyens, peuples Sc 
habitans des fufdits Etats-Unis, de 
naviguer avec leurs batimens avec 
toute liberte &surete,fans qu'il puifle 
-etre fait d'exception . a cet cgard, a 
jaifon des propric (aires des marchan- 
difes chargees fur lefdits batimens, 
venaot de quelque port que ce foit, & 
defines pour quelque place d'une 

puiflance 
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ou *quelqucs-uns or any one of them, or againft their 
fubjecls, people, or inhabitants, or 
againft their property, or that of the 
inhabitants of any of them, from any 
Prince whatever, with whom the faid 
United States fhall be at war. In like 
manner, no citizen, fubjecl, or inha- 
bitant of the faid United States, or any 
of them, fhall demand or accept any 
commiffion, or letters of marque, to 
arm any fhips orveflels, to act againft 
the^ fubjefts of his Moft Chriftian 
Majefly, or any of them, or their 
property, from any Prince or State 
whatever, with whom his faid Ma- 
jefly may be at war ; and if any of 
the two nations fhall take fuch com- 
miffions, or letters of marque, they 
fhall be punifhed as pirates. 



Art. XXIL No foreign privateer, 
not belonging to fome fubjedl of 
his Moft Chriftian Majefty, or. to 
a citizen of the faid United State?, 
which ftiall have a commiffion from 
any Prince or power at war with one 
of lhe two nations, fhall be permit- 
ted to arm their fkips in the ports of 
one. of the two parties, nor to fell 
their prizes, nor to clear their fhips, 
in any manner whatever, of their 
merchandizes, or any part of their 
cargo ; they fhall not even be per- 
mitted to purchafe any other provi* 
fions, than fuch as are neceffary to 
carry them to the neareft port of the 
Prince or State, of whom they hold 
their commiflion. 

Art. XXIII. All and each of the 
fubje&s of the Moft Chriftian King, 
as well as the citizens, people, and 
inhabitants, of the faid United 
States, fhall be permitted to work 
their veiTels, in full liberty and fecu- 
rity, without any exception being 
made thereto, on account of the pro- 
prietors of merchandizes on board 
the faid vefTels, coming from any 
port whatever, and deftined for fome 
h z placet 
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puiflance a&aellement cnnemie, pu 
qui pourra l'etre dans la fuitc de Sa 
MajefteTres-Chretienne ou desEtats r 
Unis. II fera pcrmis egalement aux 
fujets & habitans fufroentionnes, 4c 
naviguer avec lcars vaifleaux & mar- 
.chandifes, & de frequenter avcc la 
iheme Iiberte & surete, les places, 
ports & havres des Puil&DCes enae- 
mies des deux Parties contraftantes. 
ou d*une d'entr'elles, fans oppofitxm 
ui trouble, $c de faire Je commerce, 
inon-feulement direclement,des ports 
de Pennemi fufdit a un pqrt neutre, 
mais aiiffi d'jan port ennemi a un 
autre port ennemi, foit qu'il fe trouve 
fous fa juridi&ion ou fous celle de 
plufieurs; & il eft ftipule par Ie nrf- 
fent Traite" que les bitimens Ubres 
aflureront egalement la Iiberte des 
marchahdifes, & qu'on jugera libres 



place belonging to a pejrer, aAua% 
an enemy, or which may become 
fuch, of W Moil Chriftian Mj«fty 
or the United States. It <hatt be 
equally permitted to the fubic&s and 
. inhabitants above r mentioned# to na- 
yigate their mips and iaercVndiaes, 
and to frequent, With the iamejioer- 
ty andfecurity, the places, pom, ancj 
hayens, pf the powers, enemies to 
the two contracting parties, or one of 
them, without oppofiuon or molcifca- 
. tion, and to trade with them, not only 
-dire&ly from ports of fhe enemy to 
>any neutral port, butalfoirom one 
port of .the enemy to another of tkq 
-tame, whether under jhe jurifdi&ion 
of pne or more ; and it is $pnlated 
by the jwfent treaty., tfyif all Iroe 
veflels mall equally enjoy the liberty 
of tradc*and &at every thing iball be 



routes les chofes qui fe trouveront a judged free which Is found on b^oard 
bord des navires appartenans aux the flups beJpogine to the-ftbjeas of 
'"*""" ,f ' «__.:__ _._.„a-_^.. one of ..the .extracting parties, em^ 

though the cargo, or part of it, 
froutd belong to the enemies of one 
of them ; exiting alwayi, htwever^ 
all contraband goods. It is equally 
agreed, that the fame liberty mall ex- 
tend to peripos pa board fuck free 
mips, even though they fhallbe one* 
mies to one of the two contracting 
parties, and ihall. not be taken from 
the faid mips, unle& in arms, and 
actually in the enemy's fervice, 



fujets d'une des Parties contrac~Uutes ? 
.quand meme lechargement, ou panic 
c'icelui, appartiendroit aux ennemis 
de Tune des deux; bien entendu 
neanmoina que la contrebnn^e ferja 
Xoujours exceptee. II ell cgatement 
convenu que cette meme liberie 
a'etendrpit aux perfonnes, qui pour- 
roient fe trpuver a bord du bailment 
Jibre, quand m.erae elles feroient en- 
nemiea de Tune des deux Parties con- 
tra&antes, Sc elles ne pounont etre 
fnlevces defdits navires, a mQin$ 
qu'elles ne foient militaires, & ac-: 
tuellement au fervice de 1'enQemi. 

Art. XXIV. Cette Iiberte de na- 
vigation & de commerce doit s'eten- 
dre fur toutes fortes de marchan- 
difes, a l'exception feulement de 
celles qui font defignees fous le nom 
de contrabandc : Sous ce nom de 
contraband^ ou de marchandifes pro- 
hibees, , doivent etre compris les ar- 
rnes, canons, bombes avec leprs fu- 
fees & autres chofes y relatives, bou- 
lets, poudres a tirer, meches, piques, 
epees, lances, 'dards, haflebards, mor^ 
tiers ,' pe tards , grenades, falpctre, 
fufils, balles^ bcucliers, cafques, cui- 
. . raffes. 



Art. XXIV. This freenivigatio^ 
and commerce b extended to all forts 
of merchandizes, excepting only fucfa 
as mall be deemed contraband or. 
prohibited, and under fuch aeuomi- 
nation are comprehended arms^ 
cannons, bombs, with their fufees 
and other apurtcnances, tulleta, 
powder, matches, piques. fwor4&» 
lances, darts, halberds, mortars, 
petards, grenades, faltpftc/, fufils, 
balls, bucklers,, cafques, cruiaiZes;* 
coats of mail, and other arms of 
that kind, proper for the defence of 
■"-■'*' * foldiers • 
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.fafisy cotes'demailleSy^rantresarmes foldiers ; gun locks, raoulder-helts. 



de cette efpece, propres a armer les 
foldats, pone-moufquetons, baudri- 
ers, chevanx avec- kurs equipages, 5e 
• tous autre* inftrumensde guerre quel- 
conques : J*es marchaadifes deaom- 
inees cj-aprfes, ne feront pa? com* 
prjies parnv la contrabands ou chofes 
prbUbees; favoir, toutes forces de 
draps $ toute* autres etofres de laine, 
lin, foie, coton ou d'autres maters 
qu^conqaes; toutes fortes de vite- 
mens avec les ^toffesTdont on a coo- 
|ume de^ le# faire, Tor if J'argent 
monnoye ou jfcen, J'etain, le for, lti r 
ton, cnme* airain, charbon, de 
Jajae que Je Iroment le l'orge, $ 
Joute autre forte <Je bl^s * Mgumes ; 
le tabac & toutes ks fortes d'epice- 
fies, la yiande jalee 4r fumee, poif- 
fon fcle, fromage & benjrre, biere, 
Voiles, yin$ ? fucres & toute efpece de 
feU> * <en , glniral toutes rorovifion* 
Servant pour la nourriture de rhomme, 
£ pour le fejatien de la vie ; de phis 
Routes fortes de coton, de chanvre, 
Jin, goudron, poix, cordes, cables, 
voiles, toiles a voiles, ancres, par- 
tics d'aacres* mats, planches, mad- 
riers & bob de toute efpece, k toutes 
autres chofes propres 4 la conftruc- 
tioa & reparation des. vaiffeaux, 8c 
#wtres matteres quclconques qui n'ont 
ps la forme d'un inftrument prepare 
poarU guerre^ parterre comme par 
«er, ne feront pas reputees CQtjtra- 
oande & encore moins celles qui font 
<fejs) preparees pour qtfblqa'autre 
^•8*?. Toutes les chofes deuom- 
mtescidefjTus doiveqt e»re comprifes 
pvmi ]es marchandifes libres, de 
fcfrne que toutes les autres marchan* 
dijcs, & efets $uc ne font pas com- 
PtU & particulie'rement nqiftmes dans 
I'wnwn&atiofl dts mvchandifes de 
P>*trabandt f «ie maniere qu'elles. pour- 
nmt erre tt/anfportees & conduites de 
U maniere la plus libre par les fujets 
d« deux parties coqtraclantes dans dea 
places eanemies, a l'exception nean- 
Woins de celles qui & trouveroient 
*««ellement affiegees, bloquees. ou 
«(veft«s/ .Art. XXV, 



horfes and their trappings, and all 
other infbuments of war whatever. 
The following merchandizes are not 
to be confidered as contraband or 
prohibited, viz. all forts of cloths, 
and other woollen Huffs, linen, filk, 
cotton, or other fuch matters ; all 
forts of clothes, with the materials 
of wfcich they4re ufually made ; goM 
and filter either in ipecie or otier- 
wife, pewter, iron, fatten, copper, 
brafi, coals, and even wheat and 
barley, and all other forts of grain 
and roots ; tobacco and all forts of 
Spices, falted and dried provifions, 
dried fife, cheefe and butter, beer, 
pil, wine, fugar, and all kinds of fait, 
and, in general, all kinds of provi- 
sion neccuary for the nourifhment of 
man, and for the fupport of life ; 
alfo all forts of cottpn, hemp, linen, 
pitch, tar, cords, cables, fails, 
Canvas for fails, anchors, parts of 
anchors, malls, planks, timber and 
wood of all kinds, and all other 
things proper for the building «tt4 
repairing of flaps, and other matter* 
whatsoever, which, are not in the 
form of warlike inftroments far 
fea or land, Audi not be reputed con- 
traband, much lefs fuch as arte 
already prepared for other ufcs. All 
the articles above-mentioned are to 
be comprifed among the free articles 
of merchandize, as well as all the 
Other merchandizes and effects, which 
ate not comprifod and particularly 
named in the lift of contraband 
merchandizes ; fo that they may 
be tranfported and conducted, in the 
freeft manner, by the fubjedb of the 
two contracting parties, into any of 
the enemy's ports ; excepting, how- 
ever, that fucn places are not actually 
befteged, blocked up or inveAed. 



Art. XXV. 
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Art. XXV. Afin d'ecarter & de 
prevenir dc part & d'autre toutes dif- 
fentions & querelles, i! a ete convenu, 
que dans le cas cm Tunc des deux par- 
ties fe trouveroit engagee dans tine 
guerre, les vaifleaux & batimens ap- 
partenans aux fujets ou peuple de 
j'autre aliie* devront etre pourvu de 
lettre de mer ou pafTeports, lefquels 
exprimeront le nom, la propriete & 
Je portdu navire, ainfi que le nom & 
la demeure du Maitre ou Command- 
ant dudit vaifleau, afin qu'il appa- 
roifle par-la que le meme vaiffeau ap- 
partient reellement & veritablement 
aux fujets de l'une des deux parues 
contraftantes. Ces pafTeports devront 
cgalement etre renouvelles chaque 
iranee, dans le cas ou le yaifTeau re- 
toume chez lui dans l'efpaee d'une 
annee. II a ete convenu 6ga!ement 
que les vaifFeaux fufmentionnes, dans 
lecas o& ils feroient charges, devront 
Strepourvas non-feulemetit de pafTe- 
ports, mais audi de certificats conte- 
nant le detail de la cargaifon, le lieu 
d'oule vaifleau eft parti & la declara- 
tion des marchandifes de contrebande 
<jui pourroient fe trouver a bord; 
lefquels certificats devront etre expe- 
dies dans la forme accoutumee, par 
Jes Officiers du lieu d'o* le vaifleau 
aura -fait voile : & s'il etoit juge utile 
co prudent d'exprimer dans lefdits 
pafieports la perfonne a laquelle les 
xnarchandifes appartiennent, on pour- 
ra lefaire librement. 

Art. XXVI. Pans le cas ou les 
VaifTeaux des fujets & habitans de 
Tune des deux parues eontraftantes, 
approcheFoient des cotes de 1'autre, 
fans cependant avoir le deflein d'en- 
trer dans le port, ou, apres etre 
entre, fans avoir le deflein de de- 
charger la cargaifon ou rompre leur. 
charge, on fe conduira a leur egard 
fuivant les reglemens generaux pre- 
fcrits ou a prefcrire, relativement a 
Pobjet dont il eft queftion. 

Art.XXVII. Lorfqu'un batiment 
appartenant auxdits fujets, peuple & 
habitans de Tone fes deux parties, 

fcra 



Art. XXV. In order to remove 
and prevent diflentions and quarrels 
on either fide, it is agreed, that in 
cafe one of the two parues (hall find 
themfelves engaged in a war, the 
fliips and veflels belonging to the 
fubjeels or people of the other ally, 
fhall be provided with marine paff- 
ports, which (hall exprefs the name, 
property, and burden of the (hip, 
as well as the name^and place of 
abode of the m after and commander 
of the faid fhip, in order that it 
may from thence appear that the fame 
fhip really and truly belongs to the 
fubjefts of one of th* twa contracting 
parties. Thefe paffports are to be 
annually renewed, in cafe the (hip 
returns home in the fpace of one 
year. It is alfo agreed, that the 
above-mentioned mips, in cafe they 
(hall be laden, are to be provided 
not only with paffports, but alfo 
with certificates, containing' the par- 
ticulars Of the cargo, Replace from 
whence the fhip came, and a decla- 
ration of what contraband goods ape 
on board ; which certificate is to be 
made in the accuftomed form, by 
the officers of the place from whence 
the (hip failed; and if it be judged 
neceflary or prudent, to exprefs in 
the faid paflports the perfons to 
whom the merchandize - belongs, it 
inuft be freely complied with, • 



Art. XXVI. In cafe any mips of 
the fubjefts and inhabitants of one of 
the two contracting parties fhouU 
approach the coaft of the other, 
without any intention to enter the 
port, or, after having entered ir, 
without any intention to unload their 
cargo, or break bulk, they (hall 
conduct themfelves, in that refpe&, 
accordi ng to the general rules 
prefcribed, or to be prefcribed, re- 
lative to that matter. 

Art. XXVIL When any veffel, 
belonging to the faid fubjects, people, 
and inhabitants, of one of the two 

parties* 
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fera recontre navigiiarrt le long des parties, /hall ihe'et, while failing 
cotes ou en pleine roer, par un vaif- along the coaft or on the open fea, a 
feau de guerre de l'autre, du par un (hip of war or privateer, belonging 



amateur, ledit vaifleau de guerre ou 
armateur, afin d'eviter tout defordre, 
fe tiendra hors de la portee du canon, 
& pourra envoyer fa chaloupe a bord 
du batiment marchand, & y faire en- 
trer deux ou trois horames, auxquels 
le Maitre ou Commandant du bati- 
ment mdntrera fon pafieport, Sc con- 
ftatera la propriete du batiment, & 
apres que ledit batiment aura exhibe 
unpareil pafleport, il lui fera libre de 
continuer fon voyage, & il ne fera 
pas permis de le molefter ni de cher- 
cherenaucun man i ere, de lui donner 
la chafle ou de le forcer de quitter la 
courfe qu'il s'etoit propofee. 

Art. XXVIII. II eft convenu que 
lorfqoe les marchandifes auront etc 
chargees fur les vaiifeaux ou batimens 
de Tune des deux parties contractan- 
tes, elles ne pourront plus etre alTu- 
jetties a aucune vifite, toute vifite & 
recherche deva-nt etre faites avant le 
chargement, & les marchandifes pro- 
hibees devant etre arretees & faifies 
fur la plage * aVant de pouvoir etre 
embarquees, a moins qu'on n'ait des 
indices, manifeftes ou des preuves de 
verfemens frauduleux. De meme au- 
candes fujets de Sa Majefte Tres- 
Chretienue ou des" Etats-Unis, ni 
leurs marehandifes, ne pourront etre 
arretes ni moleftes pour cette caufe, 
par aucune efpece "d'embargo, & les 
feuls fujets de l'Etat, auxquels lef- 
dites marchandifes auronx ete prohi- 
bees, 8c qui . fe feront emancipes a 
vendre & alienef de pareiiles mar- 
chandifes, feront dument punis pour 
cette contravention. ., .. 

Art. XXI& - Les deupc parties 
contractantes fe font accordees mu- 
tuellement la faculte de tenir dans 
leurs ports refpectifs des Confuls, 
Vke-cpnfuls, Agen/& Commiflaires, 
dont Us fonclions feront reglees par 
une convention particuliere. 
- A*t* XXX-. Pour d'autant plus 
fayorifejc&.ftciliterle commerce que 
. ■ 'j le§ 



to the other, the faid ftiip of war or , 
privateer, in order to avoid diforder, 
mail bring fuch veflel too, and fend" 
her boat with two or three on board 
her, to whom the mailer or com-* 
mander of the merchantman wall 
produce his paflport, and prove the 
property of the vcllel ; and as foon- 
as fuch paflport mall be produced, 
the m after mall be at liberty to 
purfue his voyage, without being 
molefted, or in any other manner 
driven or forced to alter his intend* 
ed courfe. 



. Art. XXVIII. It is agreed, that 
when the merchandizes mall be put 
on board mips or vefTels of one of, 
the two contracting parties, theyfhall 
not be fubject to be examined again, 
all fuch examination and fearck 
being to be made before loading* 
and the prohibited goods being to 
be flopped and feized on more, be- 
fore they could be embarked, unlefs 
there are ftrong fufpicions or proofs 
of fraudulent practices. So that no 
fubject of his'Moft Chriftian Majefty, 
or of the United States, can be 
Hopped or molefted for that caufe by 
any kind of embargo; but fuch 
fubjects of the State, who mall pre- 
fume to vend or fell fuch merchan- 
dizes as are prohibited, mail be^duly 
punilhed for fuch ' infraction of the 
treaty. 



Art. XXIX. The two contract- 
ing parties mutually grant each 
other the right of maintaining, in 
their refpe&ive ports, Cenfuls, Vice- 
Confuls, Agents, and Commiflarifs, 
whofe bufinefs fhall be regulated by 
a particular convention. 

Art. XXX. In order farther to 

forward and facilitate the commerce 

betweeea 
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jes fujets des Etats Unis ferbnt.avec 
la France, le Roi Tris-Chrerien leur 
accordera en Europe un ou plufieurs 
ports francs, dans lefquels -ila pour- 
ront amener & debiter toutes les den- 
rees & marcbandifes proveriant des 
treize Etats-Unis: Sa Majefte con- 
fervera d'une autre cote, aux fujets 
defdits Etats, les ports francs qui ont 
ete & font ouverts dans les iles Fran- 
ccifes de PAmerique : de tous lef- 
quels ports francs lefdits fujets des 
Etats. Unis jouiront, conformi- 
ment aux Reglemens qui en determi- 
nent l'ufage. 

Art. XXX-L Le prefent traite fe- 
ra ratine de part & d'autre, & les ra* 
tifications feront echangees dans Pef- 
pace de fix mois ou plus t6t d faire fe 
peut: en foi dequoi, les Plenipoten- 
tiaires refpe&ifs ont figne les articles 
ci-defius, tant en langue Francoifc 
ou'en, langue Angleife, declarant 
neanmoins que le prefent Traite etc 
originairement redige & arrete en 
langue Francoife, & ils y ont appofe 
le cachet de leur armes. 



Fait a Paris le fixieme jour du mois 
de Fevrier, mil fept cent foixanxe- 
dix-huit* 

C.A. Gerard, 
B. Franklin, 
Silas Dean.e. 
Arthur Lee. 



between the fubjefts of the United 
States and Franc*, the Moil Chriftian 
King TVill allow them in Europe one* 
or more free ports, to which they > 
may bring and fell all the commodi- 
ties and merchandizes of the Thirteen 
United States* His Majefty will 
alfo grant to the fubje&s of the faid 
States/ the free ported Which have 
been, and are open, in the French 
Iflands of America, all which ftee 
ports the faid fubjecls of the United 
States fhall enjoy, conformably to 
the regulations which determine that 
matter. 

Art. JfXXL The prefent treaty 
fhall be ratified by both parties, and 
the ratifications exchanged, within 
the fpace -of fix months, or foone* 
if may be. In witnefs of which, 
the refpec"t*Ye Plenipotentiaries have 
figned the above articles, both in the 
French and Englifh language, never* 
thelefs ■detlaring > that> thft prefent 
treaty was originally digefted and 
fettled u in the French language, xa 
which they have affixed their hands 
and feals; 

Given at Paris the fixth day of the • 
month of February, one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy-eight* 

C.A.Geracd. 

Bl FRANKLIN 

S*Las Deans* 
Arthur Lte, 



The following Paper Jbe*ws that the 

late Marl o/ChathaM was well 

informed of certain tranfaBhns. It 

is an extracl from a letter fent to 

his Lor djhipip February, 1778. 

[Duplicate.] Feb. 12, 1778. 

[Secret and confidential*] 

€t 1 had the pen in my hands fome 

days ago to have wrote you, but J 

had then the beft reafon -to be af- 

fured, that what, had been furmifed 

was not done; though I was, by. 

the fame means, * confirmed, that 

what is now finimed was at thai 

time far advanced in its laft ftage. 

The moment is now come-;- the ill- 



humour is over; the opportunity is 
irretrievably left. (Yott fe* I fptafc * 
with an allufion.) The mMfque, m ' 
conference, ii immediately to be* 
thrown off*- I flwuld be very forty ' 
td. miflead iymra and I know well - 
that when there is queftkm of fnnitm ■* 
fides, itiis^raie tothe laft minute that 
mult a cadunt, \£e. To the following 
particular, in alntoft as many words, 
I do however call you* attention; 

".i.I have, with my own eyes,-fee*t * 
whatt to me is undoubted evidence, 
that there is now concluded a treaty* 
between the French Court and the 
Cengre^ by wnKh-tb+thirteoa-Co- 
lODies 
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loriies are acknowledged and declared 
an Independent State or States, and 
contracted witn in that quality. I 
believe it is (whatever more or tlfc) a 
treaty of commerce. 

" 2i I have the fame evidence 
that this will be a compleat aft, in 
form and effect, before the 15th of 
next month (March). 

" v I know that there are ihipa 
now failing from Nantz for America, 
that are to be avowedly efcorted by 
French- men of war i that in one of 
thofe flaps there goes a confidential 
Perfon, entrufted by the deputies of 
the Congrefs here;* and I have to 
conjecture, that that fame perfon may 
. be the bearer of the acl now perfected, 

t( 4. The language (I know with- 
out hazard of deception) held by the 
deputies here, is, that a reconcilia- 
tion between the Mother Country 
and the Colonies is now impoffible, 
viz. becaufe of the engagements with 
other powers, which cannot be re- 
ceded from. They ufe a well known 
phrafe of an arch enemy of the coun- 
try he has ftabbed through and 
through in its moft vital parts ; they 
are now, they fay, paired the -£*« 
hi con v 

" 5. They alfo fay, that whether 
the public at large know it or no, 
the Miniftry of England do know, 
that a reconciliation is impoffible. 

" 6. There have been fince the 
adjournment before tfce holidays, &- 
veral attempts (the number half a 
dozen has been named) by perfons 
here upon the fpot > from the Go* 
vernment of England, to treat, or 
four parler with the deputies, whoie 
endeavours have all been rejected, 
and, indeed, flouted. 

w 7* Of thefe I am infallibly cer- 
tain as to one, that is, a Mr. Hutton, 
the head of the fe& of the Moravians, 
who, it is known, and by hamfelf 
avowed, has perfonal accefs to the 
K — — . This perfon, ftrange as he 
may feexn for an internonce, did 



make direct and formal applications 
repeatedly, during the fhort itay of 
two or three weeks, to Dr. F. who 
was (he faid nimfelf ) the firlt perfon 
he paid a vifit to, being an old ac* 
c^uaintance: he got anfwers totally 
negative, and the poor old deaf man, 
in the overflowing of his heart, rtied 
tears that his errand was fo fruitlefs. 
After his return to England, he writ 
a letter to Dr. F. in which (according 
to an account I have had of it, whicS 
lean give credit to) he faid, he 
could fay, from the higheft authority, 
that if the Colonies would make the 
fmalleft advance, there might be an 
im mediate reconciliation « 

" Jjuft add two words of my own: 
firft, what I do pfefume you miift 
' know much better than me ;— I am 
fure it is long fince there have been 
letters in England from Sir W. H's 
army. I mylelf know from one in a 
very diftinguifhed ftation [to a M. of 
P.] faying that all thoughts of con- 
quering America were over with 
them* Secondly, from my own ob: 
fervation and reafoning, I have for 
fix months paft been of the opi- 
nion, that dreadful as the remedy 
is, a war antipicated and declared 
with France would have been both 
fecurity and ceconomy, if not gain. 

lt P. S. I am apt to think the in- 
ftructions of the Congrefs to their de- 
puties*, lately pubhfhed in all the 
London papers, are not far from the 
truth; ana I imagine Government 
has given them to the public, as an 
effay upon the paffions, at an hour of 
extremity ; for if my conjecture is 
right, they mull have had them in 
their poffeffion a good while ; as I 
fufpeft the difcovery was the fruit of 
the robbery committed upon Mr. 
L — ■— , one of the deputies now here, 
who had his locks broke open, and 
his papers carried away, from his lodg \ 
ings at Berlin, when he was there 
lait Summer." 



Vol, VII, 
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An account of the capture of the TJjand 

of Dominica ', &?//. ft, I778, /*£- 

Vjhcdby authority, qt, Paris, 

The 5th of September the Marquis 

de Bouifie, Governor of Martinico, 

formed the, project \of feizing the 

ifland of Dominica, fftuated between 

'Martinico and Guadeloupe. 

He embarked the 6th with i8qo 
men, compofed of lie regiment of 
Auxerrois, and 200 grenadiers ; 200 
xhfffTeurs drawn from the regiment of 
Viennois and the Colonial regiment 
*6f Martinico ; the company of cadets 
of St. Pierre, and 200 flibuftiers and 
^free^'Mulattoes. Thefe troops were 
embarked on board : 8 flaps, e&Qrted 
Tby the Tourterelle frigate, command* 
ed by the Chevalier de, Laurence ; 
ihe Diligence frigate, by the Vi- 
come de Chilleau ; the Amphitrite, 
by the Sieur Jaffa ud; and tjie Etour- 
die Corvette, by the Marquis de 
Monibas. 

The Marquis de Bouille propofed 
to begin the attack at break of day, 
to elude the fires frofn Fort Cacha- 
Crou, fituated on an advanced point 
at the fouth extremity of the ifland, 
from the principal fort of' the city of 
RouiTeau, which was furnifhed with, 
22 pieces of cannon, and from the 
different batteries on the, coaft where 
"they prepared to make a defcent: 
but all thefe forts uniting in forming 
a defence too confiderable to hope 
that the fire from the frigates could 
"filence them, it was refolved to. make 
two principal attacks with all the 
troops between the city of RoujTeau 
and Cachacrous a,falfe one was to 
be made by the flibulUers to the 
north 1 of the city ; and. the farther to 
infure their fuccefs, the Sieur Fonti- 
neau, Captain of a corfair, was or- 
dered to land 50 "flibuitiers, with 
fome cannoniers behind Fort Cacha- 
crou, the garrifon of which was weak, 
in order to takeit by^urprize. The 
Diligente frigate was to cover this at- 
tack, and was to fail with the corfair 
an hour before the fleet, in Qrdej: to 



take the fort in the night. The or- 
der for the debarkation was as fol- 
lows : 

-The Vifconnt de Damas, Colonel 
of the regiment of Auxerrois, was to 
'land with the chaiTeurs, and imme- 
diately difpatch a detachment of 
thirty men to fcize the battery of 
Loubiere, fituated at the. north of 
the place of debarkation, which com^ 
*maoding the plain, might be abje 
greatly to annoy the troops and tranf- 
pqrt mips. The Marquis de Chil- 
leau, Colonel Commandant of the 
regiment of Viennois, with his gre- 
nadiers, accompanied by the Marquis 
de Bouille, had orders to land after 
the chaiTeurs, who were to be follow- 
ed by the regiment of Auxerrois. 

S\ich were the dffpofitions of the 
Marquis de BouSlle, and the 6th of 
September, at feven in the evening, 
this fmall fleet fet fail for Dominica ; 
the Diligente and the Amphitrine 
compofed the advanced guard, and 
were followed by fome corfairs, on 
board of one of which was Count 
Tilly, charged with the falie attack, 
having with him the two hundred 
flibufhers. The Tourtorelle, on 
bqard of which was. the General, who 
commanded the main body, was com- 
pofed of the fhips which had on 
board the Vifcount de .Damas, with 
200 chaiTeurs and the free,Mulattoes; 
thefe were followed by the regiment 
"oC Auxerrois on board other veiicls, 
covered by the l'Ecourdie Corvette, 
which compofed the rear guard. 

The fleet was retarded by contrary 
winds, and did not arrive in fight of 
Dominica till the 7th,, at break of 
day, but made good their landing by 
eight in the morning. 

The attack againfl Fort Cachacron 
was immediately begun : the Sieur 
Fonteneaa being firlt tended, with 
60 flibuftiers or cannoniers, corered 
by the Diligente frigate: the fort 
was foon feized, and' part of the gar- 
rifon killed ; the reft were made pri- 
soners of war** The Vifcount de 
ChUlku 
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£hillieu, who commanded the £)ili- 
gfinte, took Of drove on fhore fevitn 
Engiim fiiip^ moft of which were 
privateers. 

The Vftcbtmt de Damas landed 
with his Chambers, and as foon as he 
fet foot on ftiore, with fome compar 
nies of the regiment which had fol- 
lowed him, the grenadiersoot having 
yet landed, he detached the $ieur de 
la Chaize, fecond Captain of tht 
Auxetfois chafleurs, with a bbdyof 



) 

pricing the militia, laid down their 
arms,, and the King's troops Entered 
Ae fort, where they fbtmd z 2 pieces 
of cannon, of $6-and "24 pound's ball, 
and a mine charged. ' 

Governor Stuart, Commander in 
Chief at Dominica, at the fame rime 
capitulated for all the fdrts, batteries 
and fortrtfles on the tflahd. We have 
found in the three forts, of Cacha- 
crbii, JtoufTeau, ot Young, Major 
Bruce*s, as well as in 'the other- bat T 



30 of them, who made the grearcft .teries, 164 pieces of tatintm, two of 
hafte to the battery of Loubaere^ which are of brafs, 24 mortars of the 



which together yvith the fort at Rodf- 
feau, kept up a continual Are againft 
. our frigates and tranfports, and which 
» commanded _alfo the. pafs to' Lou- 
tiere : the Sieur de la Chaize, with 
Jlis followers; threw themfelves into 
the embrasures, the only way by 
which the fort was acceffible ; and 
nQtwithfianding the fire of the artil- 
lery, feized the fort without the loft 
of a man. 

At the fame time, the Vifcount de 
pa mas, who was to feize the heights, 



ferre metal, and a ccmiiderable quart* 
tfty of ammunition and gunpowder. 
* The officers and foldiers of the re- 
golar troops are made prHbners of 
war, and the militia were fet at li- 
berty on laying down their arms. 

The inhabitants nave obtained the 
tonfervauon of their laws and cuftomi 
till a peace take* place ; and have re- 
ceived the beft treatment poflible on 
the part of the foldiers : there was 
no diforder nor pillage fafrered '; and 
the General, to mew the troops how 



which commanded the city and fort * much he was fatisfied with their con- 
cf Rouflbau, marched with the great- du&, gave a half Portuguese piece 

*o each foldier and ttibuftier. 



ell expedition, and had no iboner 
feized them, than ^ the Marquis de 
geoille, with the Marquis du Chil- 
jjeu and his grenadiers, Were arrived 
at the fuburbs of tf« city, within 306 
paces of the fort ; whilft the reft of 
'the troops, compofedof the chaflburs 
and grenadiers, feized the other 
heights. The fire from the fbft con^ 
tioued very ftrong for Tome time, 
nptwithiianding the fire front the 
Tourtenellej but the French Gene- 
ral making difpofitions for an aJTault 
with his grenadiers, who were furr 
nifhed with ladders, &c. the enemy* 
iflruck with the boldnefs of the at- 
tack,, and the rapidity with which our 
troops had marched, hung out a 
white flag, and demanded $0 capitu- 
late. 

The capitulation was figned at five 
in the evening ; at fix the Englifh 
troops, which confiftpd of 500, coin- 



The Marquis de ChilHeu is ap- 
pointed Governor of the ifland; the 
Baron de Fagan, (econd in command; 
the Siear de Beaupuy, King's Lieu- 
tenant of the city and fort of &ouf- 
<eau ; and the Sieur Barthel, Major £ 
and a garrifbn is left on the ifland. 

The French had not one killed in 
this expedition, and had only two of- 
ficers of the regiment of Auxerroii 
and fome flibufhers (lightly wounded, 

Thefuccefsof thefe operations is 
attributed to the juft difpofitions of 
the General, and the courage of thfc 
officers both by fea and land; all the 
troops fhewed the greateft proof* of 
bravery, as well as the Mulattoe* 
and free Negroes. The proximity 
Of an Englifh fquadron, under thb 
command of Admiral Baitlngton, 
cOmpofed of three fhipsof the line, 
and 1 2 frigates, at anchor fo near as 
U 2 at 
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at Barbadoes, mall have put a Hop the following 
to the enterprise, if it, had not been 
contrived with the greatefr. wifdonx, 
and executed with the greater ce r 
lerity. 

Extrag of a Letter from PjiHj, 0<2. 19. 
" Klonf, de Bouille, Commandant 
at Martin ico, after having ordered 
1 joo of ^e King's troops to embark 
on board three frigates, failed and 
took pofTefllon of Dominica, with the 
lofs only of five men killed and two 
wounded, 4 n immenfe quantity of 



proviiion and ammunition of every 
kind were found on thp ifland, with 
120 pieces of cannon. Five hundrc4 
men were made prifpners, jqo of 
whom were regulars, the other 406 
were militia," 

London, Nov* 3, In confequence of 
pf the reports circulated within thefe 
two days, relative to the ifland of 
pominica, fome gentlemen, interefl- 
ed^ in that ifland, applied at the Ad- 
miralty Office, and received the fol r 
lowing as the fubftance of the intel- 
ligence ; * '* " 
" Letters of the 7 th of September 
are received from Lieutenant-gover- 
nor Stewart, mentioning that a force, 
under the protection of four frigates 
and two brigantines, Juppofed to be 
French, had landed at Grand Bay 
and Cachacrou in that ifland, and 
were in pofTefllon of fhofe • places ; 
that the Lieutenant-governor imme- 
diately difpatched intelligence to the 
Prefident of the Council at Antigua, 
and to Rear-admiral 'Barrington at 
Barbadoes, which the Admiral re- 
ceived on the 13th, ;n the evening, 
and diredtly completed the provifions 
of his fleet, conMIng of two line of 
tattle fhips, * befides frigates and 
floops, and failed on the 15th, in the 
mornings from Carlifle-Bay, for the 
protection of the iljands in gene- 
i-al."'-- v ' / ' / / ' ■ '/' 
Thurfday Uft arrived in the Downs 
from Nevis, but laft from Euftatia, 
the WilTiam, Capt. Hatch, who the 
fame night came to town, and gives 



account: that die 
French, ■after'taking the two farts at 

Dominica, marched for Rouffeau> 
which they laid fipge tp, when the in* 
habitants capitulated: the term? 
were, that they mould pay eight 
hundred Joes for the expencespf the 
expedition, in confideration of which 
their goods, &c. fhould be fafe from 
plunder, and that they fhould take 
the oaths to the French King ; which 
termswere accepted of, and the French 
troops were to embark immediately, 



as fuppofed for St. Kitt's, or $t. Vin 
cent's. It is faid there were upwards, 
of fix thpufaifd regular txodps at Mar? 
tinico. 

Extra$ of a Letter from Bqrb^doe^ 
Sept. i 7s 1778/ '• 
" Laft Saturday evening there camp 
an eocprefs to Admiral Barrington ffonj 
Lieutenont T govefnor Stewart of Do- 
minica, that he was attacked by the 
French ; two forts were taken before 
the exprefs fet of. We have heard 
the ifland was tajcen laft Sunday 
fe'ennight. 

V Since the above three other ex- 
prefTes have come from Antigua, that 
they are in the litmoft danger : they 
expect to be attacked every hour j on 
which the Admiral failed lafrTuefday 
morning (Sept, 15) from this place", 
we fuppdfe for Antigua: he has 
taken every (hip of force, except one, 
into the King's fervice, 

rk Tfhe Admiral has been thefe two 
months waiting for orders from Eng- 
land ; but' has received none. We 
have heard that war was declared in 
France the 28th of laft June; * but w<s 
have no account from England aboutit. 
We have an accountybr certain, that 
it was declared the i^tfi of laitmonth 
at Martin ico, 

'•'There is a French prize now 
coming in, but it is doubtful what is, 
to be done with her. We are now 
left open for either the French or the, 
Americans, If they choofe to come. ; 
they can take us without any trouble. 
I do allure you we expect a/vifn very 

fooni 
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Ipon. God only knows who we may 
belong to to-morrow or next day." 

fbe following is a tranflation of the 
Eiing of France's Declaration of 
War at Mart ink o ; mentioned in 
the preceding letter : 
The infult offered to my flag by a 
frigate belonging to his Britannic 
Majefty, in her treatment of my fri 



other veftels, alfo the merchant fhipt 
belonging to hit (ubje&s, and for that 
purpofe you may exercife, and cauft 
to be exercifed, all manner ef b*fiili~ 
ties author i/ed by the laws cf*v*r ; I 
am aflured in finding in the j^ftpeis 
pf my caofe, in the courage and Hull 
of my land and fea force*; in the 
bravery and attachment of my fol* 
dkrs and failora ; and in the love of 



fate the Belle Poule ; the capture by my fubjedb in general ; the refourcea 
n Englifh £quadron of my frigates which I have always experience! 



the Lxcorne and Pallas, and of my 
cutter, the Coureur, contrary to the 
law of nations ; the capture at fea 
and confifcation of mips belonging to 
my fubje&s, by the Englifh, con- 
trary to the faith of treaties; the con T 
tinuaf interruption and injury occa- 
fioned to tke maritime commerce of 
my kingdom, and of my colonies in 
America, as well by (hips of war as 
by privateers, authorized by his Bri- 
fannic Majefty ; the depredations 
committed and encouraged, by which 
thefe injurious proceedings, but 
chiefly the infult offered to my flag, 
have forced me to lay afide that mo- 
deration wl>ich t propofed to obferve, 
and will not aHow me any longer to 
fafpendthe effects pf my refentment. 
The dignity of my crown, and the 

J>rotectiOn which I owe to my fub«- 
e ^ 3 » bbl|ge me to make reprifals, 
and to act in a hpftile manner againft 
the Englifh nation. I therefore au- 
thorize my ihips to attack, and en- 
deavour to take and deftroy all mips, 
frigates, and other vefleis they may 
meet with, belonging to the King of ' 
England, and aifo to feize and detain 
all Englifh mercantile veffels which 
.they may encounter $ and | likewife 
authorife my troops to attack, feize, 
and occupy the polTeffions. of his Bri- 
tannic Majefty, 

X therefore write this letter fo in* 
form you, that it is my defire, that 
you employ all the land and fea forces 
under your direction, in attacking 
and.feizing the poffefEons of the King 
?f £ngland, his flrips, frigates^ and 



from them, my prefent conduct hav- 
ing no other tendency than to pro- 
mote their happinef*. 

I pray Goo, Monfianr deMarquh} 
de fionille, that he may take you un- 
der his holy protection. 

{Signed) Louis. 

De Saitihs, 
Fetfmlles, t%tbjune, 1778. 

The following are copies of letters 
to and from Mr. Alderman Oliver. 
london, $eft. 4, 177*. 
Sir, 

Deputed by and in behalf of many . 
fellow-citizens, whole wiftes coincide 
with ours, we defire to know whether 
our intention to propose you to the 
Livery, in Common-Hall aflembled, 
to be Lord Mayor for the year endu- 
ing, meets with your approbation. 

Fully fenfible that you are a firm 
and true friend to the people, we in* 
dulge the pleating hope of your con- 
fent, and looking forward with plea* 
fure, anticipate the fecurity and blelT- 
;ngs derived from, a good magiftrate. 
We are, Sir, 
Your moll humble fervants, 
Thomas Dunnage y Thomas 
Gorft, William Lcm> Job* 
Newman, Thomas Harris 
fon f Samuel Thorp* 
¥0 Richard Oliver, Efq. 

(Copy, in an Aver to the above.) 

I am extremely forry that the filia- 
tion, to which extreme mtfconduflL 
and extreme infatuation have at 

length 
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length redteed this country, oon- 
ftrains me to return to your obliging 
compliment an abfohue and 'firm re- 
fufal of the honour you propofe, by 
your intended nomination of me at 
Michaelmas. 

Inftead of taking upon me any 
further truft, I muft prepare to refign 
back into the hands of my felkw* 
ckixens thofe trufts with which they 
have already honoured me,— I mean 
my gown as an Alderman of London, 
and my delegation as one of their 
Reprefentatives in Parliament: The 
greateft part of my property i* veiled 
in the once flouriming Weft-India 
Iflands, a part of the remaining Co> 
lonies, which I Rill hope continue to 
belong to the crown of Great Bri- 
tain ; bat in whatever pofleflion they 
may now or hereafter be, the preca^ 
rious ftate of that much injured pro- 
perty will fpeediiy demand my pre- 
sence j and it never was my intention 
to hold an office, andneglett the du- 
ties by abfence. My cafe in this re- 
fpeft is only fimilar to that of many 
perfons-rirore, whoie property is fitu- 
ated as mine is ; and thofe who fcem 
leaft witling to admit it> will find at 
laft that there is a reciprocal duty, and 
that allegiance will always go together 
with protection and juftice. 

In every part of the world I mall 
always carry with, me a grateful re* 
membrance of the honour conferred 
npon me by the good opinion and 
confidence of my fellow-citizen?, and 
4hail quit a country, in which I have 
been io honoured, with the c&epeir. 
regret — a regret which receives no 
alleviation, bat what is furniihed by 
thofe who have caufed the neceffity of 
guitting it. 

Jam, Gentlemen, 
With the greateft efteem and gratitude, 
Yottr much obliged, 
And faithful humble fery^m, 

Margate, Richard Oliver, 
Sept. 6, 1778. 
•i?0 Mtjfrs. Dunnage, Gorft f 

Lem, Newman, Harrijen, 

■find Thorpe*. 



Fvr ibi Rshimb*ai?ctiu 

The following paragraph appear- 
ed in a miaiftenal paper of Tuefday 
laft : 

" {t u firaage that Admiral iCep- 
pel's conduit {hould fo - cngrofr the 
public attention, that while one party, 
is extolling, and another reprobating 
it, they JhouW both forget tq beflow 
the be& deferved encomiums on SW 
Hugh Palliftr. That gallant officer 
displayed both <mdu& and twta&e in. 
the late engagement: hewasiound 
to be in ahaofi every poft, where the 
danger of this country required hU 
afltfFance ; and hift intrepidity in rui- 
ning in between feme of our difabfed 
ihips and the enemy, prevented them 
from linking* or from falling into the, 
hands of the Frenah*" 

The following u. a well known 
fttft, 

" Sir H. P-P^r's-conduft faved the 

whole French fleet. He had the be# 

manned {hip in the fleet, and iajf to* 

^hough to windward of the whole* with 

his fore-top fail vn&tnt, for above four 

hours* before he attempted to bring 

another to the yard. Our galfanjt 

Ad . ' .. ■ ' abfolutcly fent a frigate to 

tell him " he only waited for Turn to 

bear down to his (ration to engage 

again/' And t\v%Jig*ah for. five ofr 

nx particular ihips of his di virion 

were repeatedly made to make more 

fail." 

». 

For the Remembrancer, 
The following paper being deliver* 
ed to me, I think it neceflary yon 
Should impart it to the public, that 
the Whig Admiral, at the bead of oujr 
fleet, ihould no longer be liable, to 
Xuch treachery, and whkh is the more 
neceflary, as Jemmy T<wijcbfr y s puf* 
fers have been very induftripus to 
cry down die If big Admirals that he 
.might raife his minion the V* Admi- 
ral upon the other's afhes. 

*• The principal caufe of Mr. 
JCeppel's npt re-attacking the French 
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at half part three in the afternoon (be- 
ing at that time totally refitted from 
the damages fuftained in the morn- 
ing) was Sir H* P — *s not joining 

liim, agreeable to fignal from the Hne, 
he being at that time four miles to 
the windward with his divifion. Mr. 
Keppel obferving a non-compliance, 
made other figuaJs for the refpeftive 
'fliips of Sir H ■ *s divifion to bear 
down to him, which in complying 
With, Sir H called them back, un- 

der the wake. Captain La/drift, of 
'the Ocean, diftrefled how to aft in 
confequence of this counter order, 
failed up to Sir H , to afk whom 
he was to obey. Mr. Keppel ftill 
obferving that divifion continuing to 
windward, and neither of them obey- 
ing the fignal, made one for the Fox, 
Captain Windfor> to come to him, 
and defired. him to go with his conv 
pliments to Sir H ■ ■ , to inform 
liim that his fignal had been unrer 
mittedly kept up for him and his di^ 
vifion to form the Hne ; he fuppofed 
they did not fee it, as they had not 
complied with it, and that they only 
waited for him and his divifion 's 
coming down, to renew the aclion. 
It was night before the divifion did 
come down* fo the occafion was loft, 
by the French difappearing next 
morning. Mr. JfeppeFs fituation is 
not to be exprefled, when he found 
himfelf defeated in the fair profpedl 
he had/ Thefs fa8$ <wiil appear in 
every log-bo.ok in the feet ; fo that if 
art enquiry into this affair was to take 
place, his conduct will bear the 
ftri&eft fcrutiay, as hitherto no vifible 
reafon has appeared as an excufe in Sir 
B— P— for not complying. Sir 
Robert Harlan<Ps divifion, and Mr. 
Keppel's, who had fuftaincd, to all 
appearance, as much damage as Sir 

H- r's, thofe two divifions were 

refitted for action at the time above- 
mentioned, and Sir H had not re* 

Paired his, lying all the time with 
bis fore^topfatl Jhattered, and not re* 
fitted. The damage firftained of lofs 



of men on board Sir H ■ ■ V, wa» 
chiefly owm* to cartridges blowing 
up between decks." 

Fir the Remembrancer. 
Having feen fince my late arrirrf 
-at Portfinouth, a very fcandalous pa- 
ragraph in a Morning Paper of the 
15th of laft month, [the preceding pa* 
ragraph] directly charging me witA 
being the caufe of Admiral Keppel** 
not re-attacking the f rench fleet, hi 
the afternoon of the 27th of July laff, 
containing many grofs falfehoods, cal- 
culated exprefsiy for the purpofe of 
wounding my reputation, and* to re~ 
prefent me in a culpaole light to the 
whole nation ; and being well in- 
formed that injurious reports of the 
like nature have been lmkiftrioufl^ 

nagated for the fame purpofe by 
: malignant wicjeed people, it 
becomes necef&ry for me, in order to 
vindicate my own conduct., to publi/h 
fuch particulars relating to the battle 
on that day, as may enable the public, 
who have a right to be fully informed 
of the truth in a matter of fo much 
importance to them,.tojudgewhether 
/ was the caufe of the French fleet 
not being re-attacked on that after* 
noon : I . therefore requefl you will 
publifh the inclofed paper, containing 
the facts neceflary to be known, for 
juftifying me from the faid fotrl a£ 
perfions. After the nation is in pof- 
leffioa thereof, if any individual, or if 
parliament, or the nation at Targe^ 
call for a public enquiry, I am ready 
to ftand the iflue of &ch enquiry, 
but I ihall not anTwer any queftiona 
or queries ; in newspapers, or other- 
wife. Your's, &c. 

Hugh Palliser. 
Pall-mall, Nov. 4. 

At about fix o'clock ia the morn* 
ing on the 27th of July, the Britift* 
fleet was upon a wind on the larboard 
tack, lying up about W. by N. 'my di- 
vifion leading on that tack, the Frenck 
fleet was to windward; at half paft ' 
fix a fignal was nntde for feveral of 

the 
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die flops of my divifion te chace to 
windward, which occafioned them to 
ftretch far a-head. , 

At ten the whole fleet tacked for 
gether per fignal, and flood towards 
the French fleet, who foon after were 
plainly difcovered to be on the lar- 
board tack, in a regular, well formed 
clofe line of battle a-head ; our fleet 
approached them without any order 
or line of battle* The (hips of my 
divifion were feparated from roe by 
the above fignal » the fhips of the 
other two divifionsj though not in a 
tegular line, appeared to be nearly fo, 
and in a collected body, excepting the 
Duke, who was far to leeward. 

About eleven a firing began be- 
tween the headmoft fhips in our van 
and feme fhips in the van of the ene- 
my's fleet, which became .general, as 
our fhips got up in fucceffion ; each 
proceeding from that part of the ene- 
my's fleet, which they refpectively 
fetched, on towards the enemy's rear, 
engaging as they advanced along their 
line. ' 

Admiral Keppel with his divifion 
fetched the French Admiral, and 
there began to engage. 

About noon, in the Formidable, I 
fetched within random mot of the 
Duke de Chartres fhip, who com*, 
manded the van divifion of the ene- 
my's fleet j he fired many broadfides 
at the Formidable, but being at too 

treat a diftance, fhe did not return a 
ngle fhot, but referved her fire till 
Ihe came within point blank fhot of 
the fhip fhe could fetch : there I 
began to engage, and palled on to the 
French Admiral in the centre of the 
tine, engaging within mufquet fhot, 
and alone ; having no fecond either 
a-head, or a-ftern, the fhips of my di- 
vifioa being fcattered and feparated 
from me by fignal as aforementioned : 
however, they all got into action, and 
though not in a connected body with 
their Admiral, did their duty fo well, 
that they fuffered the moft, as appears 
by the damages fuftained by thole ten 



fhips,- being equal to the damage* 
Attained by all the twenty fhips that 
compofed the other two divifions. 
This was occafioned by the regular 
and connected line of the enemy** 
fhips being preferved; whereby they 
were enabled to employ a greater 
force upon each fhip in the rear of 
Odr fleet, who were feparated at a 
confiderable interval from each other, 
occafioned by the before-mentioned 
fignal to chace, arid from hence arofe 
the numerous damages which the* 
Formidable fuftairied, being fubject* 
ed to the angular fire of a long rang* 
of the enemy's fhips as fhe continued 
her pro^refs along their line. Thia 
companion of the damages appears 
by the account publifhed from Ad- 
miral Keppel's letter of the killed 
and wounded, wbich was as follows : 
Admiral Keppel's divifion, 43 
killed, and 14.2 wounded* 

Vice-admiral Sir Robert Har* 
land's divifion, 22 killed, and 45 
wounded. 

Vice-admiral Sir Hugh Pallifer's 
divifion, 68 killed, and 186 wounded. 
By the blowing up of fome powder 
on board the Formidable, about 
twenty men were hurt, but I do not 
recollect that any one was killed 
thereby. The accident was occa- 
fioned by a man having a cartridge 
under his arm at the time he fired 
his gun. It is faid the like accident 
happened on board other fhips. 

I proceeded on with the Formida- 
ble to the fternmofl of the en emy's 
fhips, keeping my mizen topfail a- 
backall the time, and engaged every 
fhip within mufquet fhot, the two 
kit of which appeared not to have 
fuftained any damage from any of 
our fhips that had paffed before us, 
not a fhot-hole being to be fee n in 
their fails : the Formidable brought 
down one of the enemy's fhips main- 
yard, which fhip appeared to be 
other wife much damaged ; for fhe 
quitted their line, and went off be- 
fore the wind, attended by a frigate. 
Between 
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' Between two and three o'clock, 
1 had pa/Ted the fternmoft ihip of' the 
enemy's line ; at this time Admiral 
Keppel was at a ftiftance, coming up, 
and a number of mips about him, 
and, I think, with the fignal for bat- 
tle flying* I concluded he was ad- 
vancing to renew the battle : Vice- 
admiral Sir Robert Harland was, 
with feveral Gups, to windward of the 
rear of the enemy. I immediately 
wore the Formidable, and laid her 
head towards the enemy again, in 
order to endeavour to get into battle 
again* expe&ing it to be renewed 
when Admiral Keppel came up. We 
were then exa&ly in a line with the 
enemy's line, and at about random 
fliot from their fternmoft mips. In 
this fituation the Formidable lay a 
confiderable time, no other ftiip near 
her. Soon after this the van and 
centre of the enemy broke their line, 
and appeared to be in coflfufion ; 
ibme with their heads one way, fome 
another. 

, The Vi£ory fhortened fail, and 
Unbent her main-top fail ; and about 
this time fome of the enemy's mips 
appeared to be filing off towards us, 
and two or three of their frefti mips 
Handing dire&ly for the Formidable ; 
I therefore wore again, and laid her 
head towards Admiral Keppel to 
meet him ;— then the enemy's fhips 
edged away, and pointed to leeward 
of our ftpet, and began to form the 
line in that direction. 

When the Vi&ory and Formidable 
met, it was paft three o'clock ; the 
Victory pafled the Formidable to 
windward, wore, pafled under her 
ftern, run down to leeward of her, 
and made fail a-head ; this left the 
Formidable at a diftance a-ftern* and 
ibmewhat to windward of the Victo- 
ry's wake, though the leaft f© of any 
ihip when me firft hauled the wind. 
A fignal was made for (hips to wind- 
ward to bear down Into the Admi- 
ral's wake, which fignal I repeated, 
for it was understood to be for Vice* 
Vol. VII. 



admiral Sir Robert Harland and his 
divifion to bear down ; who was 
then far to windward, and he ac- 
cordingly did bear doWn; arid brought 
up in the Admiral's wake, then 
nearly a-breaft of the Formidable, 
and a little way to leeward of her. 
At this time it was apparent to the 
reft of the fleet, (if it was not fo to 
thofe in the Vi&ory) that the For- 
midable was not iri a manageable 
condition ; we were then employed 
in knotting, fplicing, &c. to get the 
fhips under commmand, and to be 
able to make fail to get up with the 
Admiral, who was making fail on 
the ftarboard tack, the French fleet 
then a-ftern doing the fame. 

After Sir Robert Harland had been 
fome time in the Admiral's wake, he 
with his divifion (by orders it is faid) 
crowded all the fail they could carry, 
to get a-head of the Admiral's divi- 
fion. 

Late in the evening we faw the Ad- 
miral had made the fignal for fome 
particular fhips of my diviiiori, {not 
the Formidable's, her incapacity be- 
ing fo apparent) all which fignals I 
repeated f the Ocean, and fuch of 
them as were under command, bore 
down according to the fignal ; others 
were not in a governable condition, 
and being employed as I was, in 
knotting, fplicing, &c. did not im- 
mediately bear down. It is to be ob- 
served, that the Formidable, and the 
fhips of my divifion, were the Iaft 
that came out of the engagement, 
were the moft damaged, and had had 
leaft time to refit ; and that it is the 
difabled fhips of my divifion that are 
alluded to in Admiral Kep pel's letter, 
where he fays, " The objeft of the 
French feemed to be the' difabling of 
the King's fhips in their mails and 
(ails.; in which they fo far fucceeded, 
as to prevent many of the fhips of my 
fleet being able to follow me when I 
wore to ftand after the French fleet, 
&c.» 

If,, according to the preceding pa- 
N ragraph, 
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ragraph, extracted from the Admirals 
own account, they were unable to 
follow him, going towards the enemy, 
they certainly were equally unable to 
follow him, when he immediately 
inade fail the contrary way,, and it 
Was unreafonable to fuppofe them 
capable of taking, and keeping their 
Rations in a line of battle, at a cable's 
length afynder, whilft in that con- 
dition. 

Can any one poffibly believe (as 
the dark aflalfiri aflerts) that Admiral 
JCeppel called thofe fame crippled 
ihips to him, in order to renew the 
attack, -and at the moment when he 
hadjuftfent Sir Robert Harland a- 
way frbni him, with his divifion of 
frefh mips, who had been the longeft 
out of the action, and had had the 
ino# time to repair their damage f 
befides, the Admiral's letters declare, 
that it was not his intention to re-at- 
tack before the next morning* 

At night, the Fox frigate, Capt. 
Wjndfor, came to the Formidable, 
with a meflage from the Admiral to 
me, " That he wanted the (hips of 
jny divifion to come into his wake ;* 
but faid not a word about his waiting 
for them, in ' order to renew the at- 
tack, as is falfely after ted. He was 
anfwered by myfelf, from the ftern- 
gallery, in the following words, "Ac- 
quaint the Admiral I nave repeated 
)iis (ignal for it ;" and was going to 
fay, y Tell him that the moment my 
Ihip is under command, I will endea- 
vour to get nearer to hia^. , ' But thfc 

company of the frigate interrupted, 

Ij V . .. .t _i_^-_ 



top-fiiJ'af i trme to be unbended*, ia 
order to bend others. After we had 
knotted and fplked as much rigging 
as we eotrid to fecure the m-afts* and 
make it fafe to fct fail upon them* 
and having fhifted a fore and mizea 
topfa.il', the (hip was then under eom- 
mand> and, long before day-light, 
the Formidable, and every fhip of 
my divifion, were in the Admiral's 
wake, cxpeclmg to engage immedi- 
ately at day-light, but the enemy's 
fleet were gone off. 

To Sir H— P R. 



Your letter, prefacing the account 
of the action, is- too curious to pais 

unobfcrved. Sir H— P , that 

man of Condefcenfioft, to become a 
writer in an Evening Poft, is matter 
of fome furprize, efpecially when foch 
honourable mention had been made 
of him in the Gazette, and no Ac- 
cufation of any kind again ft him, ex- 
cept his own conftru£hoR of an ano- 
nymous paragraph in a public paper* 
It reminds mt of an old vulgar adage, 
that " the gaHed horfe will wiwee." 

The account ftatcs, that our fleet 
approached that of the enemy with- 
out any order or Hne of battte, *n& 
that the mips of your divifion were 
feparated from yen by a prior ftgital* 
feetnjag to intinuate what indeed 70* 
afterwards advance, that you were 
alone. Were the Ocean, Terrible, 
Robufte, and Defiance, more fepa- 
rated. from you than they had gene- 
rally been during the cruize. 



The account ftates, That; Adml- 

giving three cheers, which the rai Keppel fetched the French Ad- 

ormidable's people returned, h miral, and there began to engage; 



then blowed frefh, was dark, and the 
fngate "pa/Ted fo quick, that there 
was not time to fay any thing mor£ 
which could have been heard. 

The night was cloudy, with rain', 
jmd very dark; it required all the 
tattered fails the Formidable could 
Jpoffibly fet in the afternoon, and in 
the night to ketp wav with the Ad- 
wnl, fc that we could only fpare one 



and that yqu in the Formidable fetckw 
ed the Duke of Chartres, who fired 
at you, but that you did not return 
his fire* as you were only in ratrdewr 
flrot. If you mean you were more 
fired at than the center fhips, yog* go 
from the truth ; many reafons are to 
be given to prove the contrary. The 
Foudroyarit, Viftory, and Prince 
Ceorge, which formed the center, 

- were 
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were Jilcewift fired at, and ftrnck by 
fever al, (not from the van command^ 
ed by theliukeof Chartras, they al- 
low he kept at t d&ance) nor did 
they on that account return his Jure* 
But what y«w mean when you fay 
you engaged alone, having no mip 
a-bead or a»fem, I fcaue to the Cap- 
tabs, of the Ocean, Robufle, Ter- 
rible, and Defiance to anfwer. The 
eenter ihips thought they jm> the 
Ocean a-head of yon, and feveral 
fliips a-ftern of you ; Jet them and 
yoa fettl* the diftanceu 

The difference yoa aHedge in kill* 
ed and wounded, is eaftfy accounted 
*ar ; and though I woald fuppofe^** 
<was only mifinformed 9 when yon uy, 
that about twenty mm wire wounded 
by the accident of the hkiwing up of 
your own powder, yet whoa yoa writs 
to the pasbiic you (honti be more ac- 
curate. Tfaebofphal book* at Pry- 
month will prove receiving twenty* 
fawaa men blown op by tpowdet from 
the Formidable^ and other accounts^ 
whieh perhaps you have taken care 
Jhould not be fo eafily proved, dated 
ww men killed, and who- died of 
their wound* tin coafeqnence of that 
accident. Some other accounts, in 
your dsviuon, if examined, would 
•ppear, Asyouf&y^ no have arof&from 
aed fi e ttt * >M o n c ihap fcring into aaoifhcr 
by accident, fcc. &c, 
• At i to the Formidable carrying 
away *he Jroia-vard of one of the 
tnemy 'sihips, though I drink it very 
difficult inihips paffing on t different 
tacks to ascertain pecifciy the da- 
mage anyone in particular had done 
the enemy, yet I am far from deny- 
ing you the credit of a chance mot, 
twit might come from the Formidable 
as i litody.as from the Ocean; bat I 
will fay a man sauft be hard drove 
who pompoofty claims, the merit of 
fuch Hgnal fervice* Three other , 
flaps of your own divxnon claim the 
merit of this famous main-yard, and 
; w8l difpuasthe laurel with you. 



91 ) 

I mould fuppofe your watch was 
down, or you had not turned your, 
glafles, when yoa fay " between two 
and three, I had palled the fiernmoit 
of the French fleet ;" though, jefuiti- 
calry Speaking, you may mean you 
had pafled them a long time,* 
■i Yon fey a fignal was made for the 
(hips to bear down, which you re- 
peated to Sir Robert Harjaad. I 
mall only fay, you would have done 
better to have obeyed it, and have 
left Sir Robert Harlarvd, who evident- 
ly did not take his motions fr&mycu 
to have feen and underftood the Ad* 
miraPs dirc&onfi through his owa . 
medium. ■ , 

You &y the Formidable was not in 
a manageable flate ; but you forgot, 
in a former paragraph) that you wpct 
twice without a ugual after the ac- 
tion; but now when the.figaaj wai 
made, you becanaaouue jmiganager 
able. 1 cannot doubt your words, 
but am at a lofs for the canfe, * 
•>■ The Formidable appeared to Jtave 
bar fore-top-faii much torn* which 
W« afterwards unbent ; but there was 
a jibb and flay Jails, neither of which 
were 6t» nor the leaik endeavour made 
to bear .down. Any other caufe than 
the fore- top-fail being unbent, was 
not vifibia -co-the center Mps to pre- 
vent the Formidable from, .going \axo 
her nation* : . 

The Adm»ra4 is the beft judge 
which were the {hips he meant that 
were unable to i&llow him> when ha 
jwok n> fland towards the ; French 
fleet : feme officers ace of opinion it 
was the Robnite and Ramihev vk*>» 
-with two other flups, appeared : no 
have fuffered greatly in their &iis dad 
rigging; and though the two mips 
earned were of .your divinon, they 
were on the lee bow, acdconfeq*e*t- 
iy not with you to windward , or could | 
be intended in the fignal for {hips to 
windward to bear dowo> As to the 
mips to windward with you being oif* 
abled, that certainly did not appear 
N z ■ .-../.■ ... M> 
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to the center flaps; and that they 
were not, has been fully declared by 
feveral officers of (hips near you. 

You fay, at night the Fox frigate 
came to the Formidable, with a mef- 
fege from the Admiral, It was fum- 
jner time, long days, and I leave the 
world to judge if it is night at four 
o'clock at that time of the year. 
- Your anfwer was, " tell the Ad- 
miral I have repeated his fignal for 
the fhips to bear down." WJiat an- 
fwer was that? Your repeating the 
£grial and not obeying, was as ridi* 
colons as a fantaltical lady ordering 
her coach to the door, to go to the 
play, and fitting in her room till it 
w&s ovfer. As to What yo * Was going 
4ofay> lefthofefcive credit that pleafe; 
fcmat yotj Was goingto fey/ or what 
-you '4vas "going to do, is too childiih 
language for the public, who; only 
want to* ktoow what you did fay, or 
what^you did do. As the night was 
dark and cloudy, fo you {hewed no 
Slights' ■;' and that you was-atany time 
of dte Bight in the Admiral's wake, 
was'not ; feen 'by the Foudroyant, 
Prince George, BieniaMaat,.or Ven- 
geance, -fhips whofe itations were im- 
Wdktely ~;a-ftern' of *he Admiral, 
and ntihti were there, ' * \ , 



* Admiral Ke£pel returned to Ply- 
mouth, after his Aril cruiae, on the 

•^e'JJotteif July, 177&,' with- thirty 
Ships* He failed again on the 20th of 
AugWft ; from Plymouth^ on his fecond 

*crbize; and though it was well known 
the French had a naval -foperioriry, 

<yfrt> nOtwithftanding the length of 
time, to refit, and provide a proper 

-reinforcement, he war obliged to put 
ttt-fca again, the French fleet having 

"fatted a'lecond time, with oxfy twenty* 
nine (the fame fhips) fail or the line* 
In a fetv days he was joined by one 

* more ; and in a few days after.- that, 
'-lit was joined by two more of the 

line;' -During this fecond cruize the 
two : fleets did not meet. The French 
fexurned to Brefl on the 17th of Sep- 



tember, and Admiral Keppel cam* 
to Spithead on the 3 ift of October* 

* The following is an authentic copy 
of a Memorial which was presented 
on the 1 2th of September to the 
States General of the United Pro- 
vinces, by a deputation from the 
whole body of merchants of Amfter- 
dam; .. 

To their High Mightinesses tb* 
States General ^"/^Unitep 

P&OVXKCES, .* 

A MEMORIAL, 

Rejpefifulty delivered from the mtr- 
chants* pwoprietors of wffels t and 
exchange in/urtrs, of the 40*vn of 
Jmfterdam v 

That -it cannot be unknown tor 
yourHigh Mightinefles in what maiw 
ner, for thefe feveral weeks paft, s 
conftderabk number of veflels be- 
longing to the inhabitants of this re* 
public* bound for the ports of France, 
hare been flopped in their pa&ge 
by the mips of his Britannic Majefty, 
and other commiffioned veffels be- 
longing. to his fubjedls; and that, aK 
though our Captains have proved 
that their fhips belonged to the fubw 
jeits of this republic, and were not 
laden with contraband goods, they 
have, notwithstanding, been feized 
and conducted into the diirerent ports 
of Great Britain t where ;hey are yet 
detained, without the letters of re- 
commendation written, to .Count WeK? 
deren, your Envoy Extraordinary 
and .Plenipotentiary at the Court of 
Great Britain, and granted by your 
High MightioeAes at the felicitations 
of. many performs interfiled in. the 
above veffels, in order to reclaim and 
effect their fpeedy enlargement, hav- 
ing produced the Icail effect, but, on 
the contrary, the EngJtfhrcontinue to 
feize .. our veiTels more than ever, 
which feems to announce a plan form* 
ed by the Englifh nation to totally 
prevent the navigation and commerce 
of the inhabitants, of . this republic 
with the. ports of France, 
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That* in confeqttence if thefe pro- which 
eeedings of the Britifh nation conti- 
nue, they will, no doubt, operate to 
the total ruin of the commerce and 
navigation pf this republic in gene- 
ral, and, alio, to the ruin of feveral 
private perfons interefted therein, 
either -as proprietors of the veflels, or 
of the cargoes, or as jnfarers, and 
which will occaiion them a confider- 
ible injury. 

From thefceonfiderattonsyourme-r 
morialiits have judged it neceffary to 
lay their injuries, as legal ai well 
founded* before your HigkMighti- 
nefles, and. to implore your relief. 
The memorialifts confider it as fuper- 
luous to endeavour to prove more 
amply to your High Mightiriefles the 
injitftice of fuch feizures and deten- 
tions, fince it is known to you, that 
. by the naval treaty concluded between 
the Court of Great Britain and the 
Republic on the nth of September, 
1674, the following, as the firft ar- 
ticle, is ftipulated: . " that it mail 
be permitted, and is legal, Far the 
fubjecls of the refpeclive nations to 
navigate with liberty and fafety* to 
deal and negotiate in all kingdoms and 
countries* where the refpeclive Sove- 
reigns are at peace, neutrality and 
fHend (hip, and in fuch a manner, 
that t&eir navigation and commerce 
niay be neither hindered or molefted, 
neither by> an,y violence of people 
who carry on war i nor by the (hips of 
War or other veflels whatfoever, un- 
<k* pretence of any hpftility or malice 
which may arife between one of the 
fovereign powers and the nations with 
which the other is in peace or neu- 
trality." 

An4 this liberty of navigation and 
commerce is alfo determined hy the 
fecond article of the fanie treaty, by 
which it is agreed, **. not to fufier 
that it mall be made the leait hin- 
drance of any branch of commerce on 
Account, or by reafon 6f a war ; but 
on the contrary, to extend this li- 
berty t p *1J fort* of merchaA4i2^ 



was aecuftomed to be fold in 
times of peace, excepting only good* 
comprised under the denomination 
of contraband, and which are fpeci* 
ned by a fubfequent article " 

Your High Mighrinefles are not left 
ignorant, that by the point or article 
fixed on, and concluded the 30th of 
Dec. 1675, at the Hague, . between 
Sir William Temple, Ambafiador 
extraordinary from the King of Great 
Britain, and the deputies of your 
High Mightineffes, it is fpecially ex* 
plained : ." That the true fenfe of the 
above articles of treaty concluded the 
nth of December, 1674* », and 
ought to be, that fiace the conclufion 
of the above articles, the veiTels and 
mips belonging to the fubje&s of the 
two contracting powers, mould and 
may navigate, trade, and ntgHiate, 
not only from a neutral place to * 
place at -war with either of the two 
nations, but from a place at war to a 
neutral place, whether or not the two 
places belong to the fame Sovereign 
pr State, or to different States and 
Sovereigns with which either of che 
two contracting powers may be at 
war." 

It will not be difficult for your me- 
morialifts to prove in the molt con* 
vtneing manner, as well by folid rea- 
ibns, as by the authority of the belt 
authors, who have written or the law 
of nations* and the judgment of ci- 
vilized States in geoeral, as alfo by 
the common rights of men, and with- 
out the neceffity of any treaty or al- 
liance; that in cafe of war between 
two powers, the fubjedbof that State 
in peace or neutrality with the belli- 
gerent powers, ought to enjoy the li- 
berty of an uninterrupted commerce, 
and without being tied down by all 
the powers who are at war, and with- 
put meeting with the leait obftacle 
under any pretext whatever; except 
in cafes where neutral nations would 
fupply the belligerent powers with 
warlike ftores or other contraband 
goods^ 91 axe endeavouring, tp nego* 
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tWewith places befteged or blocks 
ftded. 

- Yo*r metnorialifa, therefore, con- 
sider. It as fuperfluous to call your at- 
tention to fuch an objeft, feeing that 
the tatt of nations hath obtained the 
ftri&tfft fawdlion by the treaty con- 
cluded between this republic and 
England. That tjwifeauemly it is 
*ot a qoe&on what ought to be the 
cafe between two nations who have 
ftOt <any reciprocal alliance, bat that 
it is only .to be cotmdered, what 
treatment the inhabitants of -this rt- 
public-have a right to expe&on the 
part of the fabje&s of Great Britain^ 
fince the aftodgod treaty AiU ifobfifts, 
and was concluded on, as it is well 
|t«p^n fo your High Mightineffes, 
in a ifc*e %hen this State was at war 
wkh jfcimot s and that <owfeauently 
k was principally dilated oy the 
fagltfe, in order fie frm#* *b#n -4 

fr+e *rt>i£*ftr>* ft) and from the f#V*- 
fat ports wf tfV***r. 'Since then the 
Iwgfcfh nation were the fitft who 
freapedthe fruks of that Ooffyeation, 
fbey»oagbt -nop'to prevent the tfobje&s 
fcf this **p*bfce from profiting in their 
f urn of the advantages of a free navi- 
gation «*>d Commerce, w^hich they ftU 
pdlated in thettferres, atod which 
tkey-ha*?; -enjoyed as they have found 
k JcOhveftieau And tkis objedUon 
wughtto ^appear the better founded, 
«B-the ftfcpoiatiioasin the traaty agree- 
tng'wkh the law of natiorts, oaght 
4»%t * sonfideration of the greateft 
weight >with a nation whkh would 
*#(h to prtfferve any pretenfions to 
Stafen and equity,, and that would 
*ot violate in 'any point the faith of 
mtretfty-fefedemn as the above-men* 
Ached* 

- Tite WWmomlifts, therefore, hope, 
-that by the efficacy of 'thefe reafons,. 
*feejirijfifl!iee 'Will* appear toyourHrgh 
Wightinefles, asweHof making thofe 
iprifce*<as tbe manner of carrying 
*3wrfy^eve"Ms of the inhabitant* of 
fcnis republic, -navigated from a third 
f&ce to tie ports of France, or from 



one port of the fame kingdom to an- 
other, without confidering what or 
who he is* who ought to be cohfider- 
ed as -proprietor of the cargo; 

That this injuftice carries fuch a 
demonftrative proof, that neither the 
proprietors nor the {barer* of the vef- 
fels ought, on that head, to begin 
making by inftituting a procefs ; but 
that it belongs to bis Britannic Met- 
jefiy to give immediate orders, -Ms welt 
to the commanders of Jkips *)f vear eu 
totbofaofthe letters vfmnrfut, that 
they no longer caufe the haft injury 9 
nor any longer feitce' the flsefs '-or <vef- 
/eh Mcnging to this State; but, hw 
the contrary j that they Jbatt he hound 
direSly to repair the injuries -already 
done* and make good the d*Hmges W- 
ready fuftainedf iince dhey can «0 lon- 
ger pretend the neoefiky of a judicial 
examination before having decided 
previouily, on the validity of the<4^- 
tnres y and that it is^nherwife^evtetettt, 
or at leaft ought to be fo, that the 
commiflion for feiaingthe flaps a»4 
effedbs belonging to an enemy, cafenot 
concern the fubje&s of a power wtth 
whom they are bound by treaty, afifrd 
according to which the navigation 
and commerce fliould be free; *ftd 
that there is, befides, a right that 
the feip mould protect the cargo j 
nothing being fo certain, thatw &h 
rircumftances, the lefcft o&hn&fon; 
given to a fhip is an oil of the mOft 
daring injuftice ; that of <eourie, the 
dangerous eonfequences brought on 
by fo flagrant a violation of lie law 
of nations c&fmot'be repaired, al- 
though the fhips mould be afterwards 
releafed, and damages mould bo 
awarded, j 

Btfftoes the juftice of thefe afler- 
tions, and the validity of thefe com- 
plaints, the taking of Aips bound 
for tfoe ports of France, not only in- 
tluoesyour memorialifts to foliok your 
HHigh'Mightinefies to interpofej and 
-even to fnfift on immediate refarathn 
for damages 'already fuftairted, and 
iecttrity for what may accrue, Your 
mernorialifts 
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mennoriafifts alfo cannot difpenfe wick which until this rime have employed; 



refpe&fully laying open to your High 
Mightinefle* the lamentable confe- 
cjuences which will refult to the mer- 
chants, and of courfe to the (late in 
general, in cafe the veffels and mips 
of the fubjecls: of thia republic cannot 
be guarded againft what are Httle 
Ihort ofa&t ef piracy. 

In efl*& r die feiauire of the flup* 
sot only occasions to the proprietors 
a prejudice and considerable damage, 



and will again employ Dutch fhipv to 
tranfport their merchandize to the 
"ports of France, or other places, 
will be deprived of employing for tfaa 
future, mips expofed ta be detained 
or made prizes of. 

Thefe premifes will aifard a Tat 
ground of foeculation, when.it wift 
pleafe your High Mignonettes to re* 
fled, that aotwitManding his Nfb4 
Chriftian Majefty, by; the firft arricte 



and opprefles them in many refpecls of his regulations, concerning the na> 
by very large expences, but the flop- vigation of neutral (hips in times <^ 



ping even, of merchandize, and the 
danger and fpoil of goods, to which 
they are fubjeel ; the poffibility of the 
fall of the price of markets, as well 
as other events, are alfo very preju- 
dicial to the above proprietors, and 
others ineerefted therein ; and if Hill 
by fuch proceedings, and againft all 
remonftrance, the Englifh will con- 



war, under the date of July 26, 1778^ 
has voluntarily forbidden all his pri- 
vateers and ftiips, to ftop or feize any 
ihip belonging to neutral powers* 
even failing from, or bound to the 
enemy's ports, excepting only block* 
aded places, and (hips laden with 
contraband goods ; judging it proper, 
aeverthelefs* to declare, that his Ma. 



fider that the goods embarked are jefty referve* the right of revoking 
from that moment to be confidered -this liberty,, in cafe the power at war' 
as French property, and fubjeft to with him doth not think it proper to 

extend the fame favour, before- the 
expiration of fix months, to be com-' 
puted from the date when the above 
regulations were publimed. Accord- 
ing to this, it may then happen, that 
his Chriftian Majefty, in making re» 
prifals, would 1 alfo limit the fram- 
chifements of the mips of this Statev 
when the memorialifts, and other in*. * 
habitants of the republic, wiH fee' 
your Mightinefles entirely deprived 
of their commerce and navigation, 
with the two kingdoms and their de* 
pendencies^ and in this manner fup- 
porting, however unjuifcly, the; vfc 
gorous effects of war, the. fame as if 
this republic was afttuiiy concerned 
therein. » 

However matters may oerminatB, 
your memorialifts deem it needlefs to 
4hewtoyour High Mighrineffirs the 
horrible refult of fuch a commercial 
decline,- £<av all rae inhabiting of tfcja 
country in general> feeing that by 
commerce the republic is aggran- 
dized; that in uajle *. &e fad* the 



confiscation, the confequences of fo 
unjuft a fappofition will infallibly 
caufe the entire ruin of many infurers 
in this country ; and it will be the 
more unjuft, as the veffels hitherto 
iHzed, or liable to be feized, have 
had all their cargoes infured in a time 
when there was not the leaft hoftility 
commenced between France and 
Great Britain, which alone gives a 
fiifficient reafen why thofe mips Jhouid 
not btjetKedi much more mould they 
\at declared legal prizes, * 

Further, without eftimating the 
damage which neceffarily mvft befall 
cm the Several parfons tntereited in 
fhips feized, or expofed to Seizure, 
the eonJeeaences Of a feizure (c tfnjuft 
as that of Dutch mips, deftmed for 
the ports of France, will hitfe the 
inoft dangerous influence or* the com- 
•merce and navigation of the republic 
in general, fince not only the inevi- 
table effecYwiil be the abibjute ruin 
-of all cowmeree with France, bat the 
more ioy as * all -the other nations 
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Aoft'foKd benefits, and that If her fpired by your ackndwiedged wi£ 



commerce perifhes, fhe will foon find 
J»erfelf on the brink of definition* 
What is ftill furthtr to be, apprehend- 
ed, when we have reflected on the 
itnjufl proceedings on the part of the 
Englifh, the navigation and com* 
merce between this country and 
France, and very likely by an in- 
evitable rupture with England,*both 
will be totally prevented, it may fur* 
nifh occafion to other kingdoms to 
carry on our trade, of which againft 
all reafon and juftice, the ufage will 
be forbidden to the inhabitants of 
this republic, whilfl frequent ex- 
amples, founded on moil woeful ex* 
perience, will teach us, that one 
time or other, by a certain concur- 
rence of circumftances, one branch of 
commerce taken away, can never re- 
turn into its ancient courfe. 

Prompted thus by every motive that t 
can be alledged, your memorialiih re- 
fpeftfully addrefs your High Miglni- 
nefles, that it may pleafe tftem to 
prevent and reftore the damages done, 
to the merchants of this country, by 
the feizure of her fhips bound for the 
ports of, France, by the Engli(h nar 
tion, againft the faith of treaties , in 
*pen violation of the la<w of nations, 
in oppojition to natural equity. In 
Ihort, to prevent for the future fuch 
extraordinary proceedings, to main- 
tain the rights and privileges of the 
feveral inhabitants of this State, which 
they hold from God and nature, and 
on which the Englim nation are bound 
by the moft folemn treaties to make 
no infractions. 

That it will pleafe your High 
Mightinefles to provide fpeedily and 
efficacioufly, as well by the moil fe- 
rious reprefentations to the Court of 
England, on the fubjecl of thedifor- 
ders committed, and to prevent their 
confequences, by giving a_fufficient 
protection, by the means of the ftiips 
of war, to the commerce and naviga- 
tion of this country, in fuch aman-» 
ner as your High Mightinefles, in- 



dom, and animated by paternal re- 
gard anil zeal for the profperity of 
this republic, mail judge proper* 

To their HtCH MIGHTINESSES tbt 

States General of the United 

States* 
A MEMORIAL 
Refpe&fully prefenttd by the Merchant i t 

and owners of Jbipt of the town »f 

Rotterdam* 

That very lately a Considerable 
number of fhips belonging to the in- 
habitants of this State, and bound 
for France, have been flopped at* fea 
either by the fhips of the royal marine 
of England, or by commiflioned fhips 
of the fame nation, and afterwards 
carried into the ports of Great Britain* 
where they continue to be detained, 
notwithftanding the bare infpeclioft 
of the confignments and other papers 
found on board the above fhips would 
fufficiently fhew that they were net 
laden with any fort of merchandize 
under the denomination oj contraband 
goods, fpecified by the third article 
of the Marine Treaty, concluded in 
the month of December, 1674, be- 
tween the Court of Great Britain 
and this Republic. 

That this conduft of the Britifh 
nation, the flagrant injuftke of which 
might he very eajtly proved by an ap- 
peal to the law of nations % if it be not 
already evident, as well by the afore* 
faid treaty as by the Explanatory -Con- 
vention of 1675, wiH infallibly acce- 
lerate the entire ruin .of the commerce 
and navigation of the United Pror 
vinces, if not timely and efficacioufly 
prevented. 

Notwithftanding the many argu- 
ments that might be urged, your me* 
morialifts will not trouble yourHiga 
Mightinefles with all the xeafonstacy 
have to alledge in proof that the dr- 
Jftru&on of our commerce and navi- 
gation muft follow, as the unavoid- 
able confequence of the unjuft ^m* 
ceedings ot the Englifh, our neigh* 

bear 
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Jwvrsf of whicfr there i* nq, fccafipj} tbi ft 
of any further proof, it haying al- 
ready been fully represented to your 
High Mightincflbs. 

Your memorialiib therefore only 
aiTume the liberty of observing in 
very few words, that by the feizure 
of their fhips, although they may af- 
terwards be reJeafed even with in- 
demnity, the necefiary delays in fuch 
cafes are yet highly prejudicial, and 
totally ruinous to the merchants of 
thefe provinces. 

That* during the detention of the 
fiercha$di»e, the commodities are 
fxpofed to the injury of the fall of 
markets, and the merchants are, be- 
fides, in that interval, deprived of 
<he opportunity of furnifhing {hem- 
felves in return with fuch goods as 
they intended when the firft cargoes, 
arrived at ;r*eir deftined ports* 

In fhort, the Dutch mips employed 
for the traniportation of merchandize 
to France and elfewhere; being de- 
tained, will, without doubt, (the re- 
fult of fuoh proceedings out of the 
<juejUori) occafion fewer numbers to 
Se hired in fuch fervice for the future. 

That this feizure and detention 



u rdguhui** rising mstiraf 
flips. From hence it neceQarily re- 
sults, that, if the Englilh continue to 
detain and feize our fhips coming 
from France, or going thereto, we 
may expect the lame treatment from 
the French with regard to our fhips 
coming from, or going to Great Bri- 
tain, and by thefe means, and to the, 
total ruin of thefe Sates, they will 
be deprived of the benefits of com* 
merce and navigation with both 
countries* 

Your memoriaHJb, therefore, flat- 
ter themfelves that your High Mighti- 
ness will find thefe reasons fuflicientljf 
conclufive tq juftify the presentation 
of this memorial* as alto that youi 
High Mightineifes will take rach 
meafures, di&ated by yqur ufual wit 
dom, and agreeable to the protection 
of the commerce and navigation of 
thefe provinces, in order to lave tfcta 
from that total ruin with' which (hey 
ipe now threatened* 



To tbtfr Hk}8 MlQHTIVKSSfS, th$ 

Statbs GfirfBaAL tftfaUtiirza 
Provinces, 
A MEMORIAL, 



*re not only in themfelye* fufficien^ Rsfptafully dtlivtrtd fr+m tin M*r* 



entirely to ruin our commerce and 
navigation, but that this ruin will be 
more rapidly J^rought on, whenever 
it ihall pleafe the Engliih nation to 
make a feepnd ftride of injuftke, and 
having fiei^ed the fhips bound for our 
PrencS merchants, or from France to 
this Staje, they have only to declare 
them legal prizes. 

That this profpeft is ftill more de- 
plorable, when your memorialiib re- 
flect on the regulation given by his 
ChriJHan Majefty, on the 26th of 
Julyjaft, concerning the navigation 
of neutral flips; becaufe, although 
that Monarch therein forbids the flop- 
fage and feizure of neutral (hips, 
found to or from an enemy's port, 
he neverthelefs referves to himfelf a 
right of revoking that edict, in cafe 
*ty foreign power fltul4 W agrft ;« 



chants, Prsptjtftrs of vetfih, ami 
Exchange Imfurers, oftbt tvwms of 
Amsterdam, Rotterdam, ami 
Pordrecht 

That the unjuft procedure of inter- 
rupting the navigation and commerce 
of the inhabitants of this republic, 
for a confiderable time paft, by #r- 
glifl commffioutd flips, as well as by 
the (hips and officers of his Britannic 
Maieily, have put many proprietors 
and others, whofe fhips and good* 
have been feiped, under, the indif* 
penfible neceffity of calling upon the 
interceffion, entreating the fatherly 
protection of your High MightineiTes, 
in order to obtain a releafe of the 
mips and cargoes which have been 
thus unjuftly captured, and detained* 
That befides a grtat number of 
merchants efUWiflwd-in thefe towns, 
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as well ai others throughout the pro- 
vinces, having prof en ted a refpc&ful 
addrefs to your High Mightinefles to 
fee thofe evils redrefled, of which, 
with great reafon, they think they 
have a right to complain, your Me- 
toprialifts flattered themfelves, that 
your High Mightinefles letters of re- 
commendation to Ctunt Wetieren, 
your Envoy Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary at the Court of Great 
Britain, fent at the requeft of the re- 
claimants/ as well as by a general no- 
tification, addrefled by your High 
Mightinefles to Count Welderen, in 
Order for him to prefeht without delay 
the moll ierious remonftrances in the 
name of your High Mightinefles, as 
well to his Britannic Majefty, as to 
his Minifters, (in which your memo- 
rialifts acknowledged with gratitude 
the paternal care of your High Mighti* 
nefles, for the welfare of tne inhabi- 
tants Of this ftate) that, we expected, 
the faid letters of recommendation 
would have produced the defired ef- 
fect J that is to fay, that the (hips fo 
flopped and fo unjuftly feized, with 
their cargoes, would have been imme- 
diately fet at liberty. 

That the expences, damages, and 
interefts occafioned by their detention, 
would have been defraved to the fuf- 
fertrs, and that the inhabitants of 
this ftate would have received the ue- 
ceflary aflorances, that they could 
have continued to carry on their na- 
vigation and commerce with that free- 
dom and fafety which they have a 
right to expeft, as well from the 
common rights of nature, as by the 
moft folemn treaties which now exift 
between Great Britain and this re- 
public; and that your memorialing 
would then have had every reafon to 
believe, that the violence hitherto 
committed, were the acts of private 
perfons, an4 committed without the 
order or permiflion of the King of 
Great Britain, arid that fo far from 
avoiding them, his Britannic Majefty, 
according to bu acknowledged equity, 
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would not have made the leaft diffi- 
culty of immediately remedying them , 
efpecially after he had received our 
juft complaints from the hands of 
your High Mightinefles. 

That notwithstanding your memo* 
rialifts, with great regret, perceive that 
all the representations made by, or on 
the part of your High Mightinefles on 
this fobjeft, have only produced an 
injunction from the Lords of the En- 
gliih Admiralty, to releafe the ihips 
which were not la4en with timber or 
rigging, but not that ^ for the future, 
fuch of our Ihips as might be laden 
with the under-mentioned articles 
fliould be indemnified from capture, 
and fo far from allowing the leaft da- 
mages to the fuflferers concerned in 
the fmall number of ihips which have 
been releafed, the Engliih continue 
daily to detain fuch of our veflHs as 
are laden with mafts, planks, hemp, 
and other articles for Ibip building, 
coming from the Baltic, end bound 
to France* 

Your memorialifts are alfo inform- 
ed, that the intentions of the Britifh 
Miniftry are to order a confiscation of 
the lading of all ihips whofe cargoes 
they fhall deem U belong to France $ 
or rather, in this cafe, where they 
fhall think that the French have not 
an intereft in the veflels, to order 
them to be .releafed, but to retain the 
cargo, reimburfing only th$ value, 
and paving the freightage of the ihips 
according to the fums awarded. 

Under this confideration, as they 
cannot but allow, that on the one 
hand this mode of arguing, and this 
manner of acYing, by the Britifli Mi- 
niftry, are diametrically oppofite to 
the reciprocal obligations which bind 
the two nations, the rights of men, 
as fanclioned by the laws of nature 
and nations, as well as to the marine 
treaty of the 11th of December, 1674, 
in particular; on which, notwith- 
Handing this republic hath not on 
her part made the leaft infraction, and 
that fuch procedures muft evidently 

wou*4 
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wound and even deflroy thofe rules of this republic 
equity and good faith, from which ** * 
civilized nations ought not to depart ; 
fo, on the other hand, if the Engliih 
Miniftry ihould obitinately perfcft in 
fuch an unjuft conduct, the confe- 
quences muit neceflarily bring on, not 
only the total ruin of a great number 
of your memorialifts, who are imme- 
diately interefted, but alfo the entire 
decline of the commerce and naviga- 
tion of all the inhabitants of this 
country, on which the welfare, pro- 
perty and prefervation of the State 
entirely depend. 

Thefe evils have been exemplified 
In former times, but particularly in 
the years 1746, 1747, and 1748, and 
from 1756 to 1758. In the firft pe- 
riod we may eftimate a lofs of up* 
wards of twenty millions, caufed by 
the Engliih on the commerce and na* 
vigation of this State; and during 
the fecond period, near twelve mil- 
lions, which is fufficiently proved by 
the printed records of thofe times, 
and which are laid before, your High 
Mightinefles. 



ait prevented fro* 
freely navigating in a manner agree- 
able to the faith of treaties, their 
veJfeh will be lefs employed than the 
flaps of any other nation, on whom 
the Engliih dare not impofe the feme 
reftriclivelaw; confequently the (hips 
of the latter will be employed in 
tranfporting the goods and merchan- 
dize, the exportation and vend of 
which, interefts as much the inhabi- 
tants of the north, as their beneficial 
importation from the fouth of Eu- 
rope, 

The confideration of all thefe ob- 
jects collectively determined your me- 
morialilts again to addreis your High 
Mightinefles, and to implore once 
more vour fovercign and efficacious 
prote&ion* Their memorials are 
founded upon well grounded appre- 
hensions of inevitable ruin, not only 
to themfelves, but to the State at 
large, iftheEnelifli Miniftry obfli- 
nately periiftin their prefent proceed- 
ings towards our mips. 

Finally, your memoriaHib firmly 
believe, that this State is neither de- 



Befides, the value of the cargoes ficient in power, nor that her inhabit 
contained in^ the ihips now actually fonts want inclination or courage to 



detained in England, amount already 
to a very conquerable Aim, which is 
not only excluded from circulation, 
but the total lofs of it, or of great 
part of it, if fuch proceedings con- 
tinue under the frivolous pretext that 
it Belongs to the French, and is, under 
that description, to he confifcated, will 
fall almoft entirely on the Dutch 
merchants, aflurers, &c. to which we 
mull again add, the prodigious da- 
mage occanoned to the owners of 
(hips by the delay of fuch veflels, 
the continuance of wages and pro- 
vifions during the detention, as well 
as the ftoppage of the navigation 
during the interval. 

Further, the feamen on board fuch 
veflels, and who are fo eflential to 
this republic, will either efcape or he 
/educed into thefervice of Great Bri- 
tain. Jn ihort, if the inhabitants of 



maintain the independency of their re- 
public againft all unjuft violence ; and 
they alfo look on it as infufferahle, that 
a nation which owes the fecurity and 
prefervation of her civil and religious 
liberties to the aJH fiance and co-opera- 
tion of this republic, and which ethtr* 
wife is united with her by tits of mu- 
tual andpofttive intereft , jhould dare, 
againft the firft principles of natural 
equity, again/* all rules of right, 
adopted by all civilixed nations, and 
againft the faith ofallfolemn treaties , 
for the reafononly of conv* men ct % 
that this very nation, we fay, Jhould 
dart to caufe fo much trouble and pre-, 
judice to the commerce and navigation 
of this republic, and that in fo noto- 
rious a manner, that the total ruin of 
individuals, and the entire decay of 
trade, as well as of navigation, muft 
b$ the final re/ult of their €.ondu&* 
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ifkefyeech of an AmUerdam Merchant 
to the Prfnee Stadt bolder* 
Mon Seigneur, , 

Although it was but lately that 
your Serene Highnefs raofl chearfulLy 
gave a favourable audience to the de- 
puties of the body of the merchants 
of the town of Amsterdam, they 
again, on other -accounts, and In 
conjunction with the principal com- 
mercial towns of Holland, nave re- 
courfe to your Serene Highnefs, in a 
more fpecial manner to recommend 
their intereits to your attention and 
good offices* 

If the merchants were unable to 
'behold without the utmoft confterna- 
tion, their (hips which failed under 
the free colours of this republic, 
Jeized, plundered and detained by 
commiffioned privateers, and by the 
ihips of the Britifh navy, they ace 
now flruck with the moil poignant 
anguifh at the very prefumptoous 
conduft of the Englifh Minifter, and 
^at the very Angular reply which he 
£ave to Count Welderen, Envoy 
Extraordinary to their High Mighti- 
nefles on the fubject of our julf re- 
mon {trances. 

From thefe circumflances the mer- 
chants think they are fully entitled t6 
call for the afliftance of your Serene 
Highnefs, and in the noil preffing 
manner to implore your protection in 
fuch a manner, as may oe moft effi- 
cacious. 

, They take the liberty of obferviiig, 
that the anfwer of the Englifti Court 
is contrary to thofe rights, and to 
that liberty of commerce, ftipufated 
by the treaties formerly concluded 
between this republic and the Court 
of Great Britain, and that the En- 
glifh make no ceremony of being 
guilty of the moll flagrant violations 
of thofe treaties, although guarantied 
by the moil folemn fanftions, under 
^pretended right of convenience, 
which being clearly arbitrary, ren- 
ders every treaty void, and makes 
our property abfolutel/to depends on 



the fluduating idea of a eaprlctot* 
neighbour.^ 

Is it ailoniihing that to trying, ft 
ihameful. an injuftice mould draw 
down the complaints of thofe who 
have fallen victims 'to the procedure 1 ? 
'Mujl we not fhudder at the pr oipe& 
of thofe deflruclive consequences, tb 
which a wanton exertion of this pre- 
tended right will expofe our com- 
merce? Doth not the very exigence 
of our trade, and the fecurity of our 
properties, depend entirely on a Uriel 
attention to the faith of treaties ? an£ 
if an iota may be violated under 
thefe arbitrary pretences, mall we 
jiot Hand for ever condemned, if we 
Tubmit in timidity to fuch violence, 
and remain bpprefled in the extreme 
uncertainty of redrefs. 

Thefe treaties, , Co universally 
adopted, are the bafts upon which 
«ther nations,, and in faft the whole 
world found their confidence, when 
they entruft their merchandize under 
the freedom of our Hag. If this bans 
1>e fhaken ! if this confidence mould 
be broken ! the whole of our com- 
merce will moulder into decay, Ind 
bur navigation will be at an end. 
, , The merchants, may it pleafe you? 
Highnefs, have other weighty rea- 
fbns to apprehend every alarming* 
confequence, as jhey perceive that 
the Englifh Mintfter deigns to be* 
have to other powers, (not connected 
by treaty with England) with a pro- 
found refpe&. Thofe powers, It 
feems, have taken a t/ery ejfeBual'nu* 
thod to let the Englijb s/linifter kuww 
in what the natural rights ~of man* 
ttmfift. 

And mall we, Dutchmen, *ho 
have equal claims, mall we Tear to 
make ourfelves underflood in alan- 

fuag* equally nervous ? Heaven fbr- 
j id! May we not flatter ourfelves', 
that, in reiterating our complaints 
with firmnefs, our republic will hav** 
thehappiaefs of obtaining a releafe 
of all our captured ihips and cargoes, 
mnii indemnity and repair if damages % 

nvifhnt 
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^withntt any frivolous delay ; without 
thtjuft and arbitrary exceptions ; and 
alfo nvith the certainty that the free- 
dom of the fiavjhull be acknowledged 
According to the letter and fpirit of our 
ft at its. 

We conjure then, your Serene 
'Highnefs to extend to us your fuc- 
«our, and to join your powerful in- 
Felice to the meafutes that we pre- 
fume their High Mightineffes will 
adopt in our behalf, in order to pre- 
vent the ruin of our 'commerce, and 
indemnify ns for the lofles we have 
iuftained, — We bdievealfo, that we 
nave a right to irifift, m the moil ex- 
^ptefs terms, that they proceed to take 
tffirftual meafures in the moft fpeedy 
manner ; x becaufe after the extreme 
tardinefs of the Englifh in a refuta- 
tion, even of fome fhips, it is clear, 
that they only mean toamufe us With 
fine Speeches, or florid apologies for 
injufhee. 

In addreffing ou Helves to your 
Uighnefs as the Admiral-general of 
the United Provinces, and the pro- 
tector of the liberty of our naviga- 
tion, <we expe& l rtdrefs; becaufe we 
are aflured, that the unjuft feizure of 
the fmalleft veflel failing under the 
flag of this republic, will never efcape 
your attention. We Io6k on this 
violence as an infult to the dignity of 
this republic. Many ftiipiladen With 
immenfe riches have l>een taken from 
the fubje&s, who aSured themfelves 
fcf fafety Under fo refpeclaWe a flag. 
But the ports of England axe yet fill- 
ed with thefe fhips. 

When they even afiually confent 
to releafe all our veffels (as our re- 
moriftrances give us reafon to expeft) 
prtodehce doth not lefs ftrenuouuy re- 
quire, us to take every precaution 
frgairiH further infults. Such a cir- 
Cmnttance is not new to us. The re- 
tofleclion of the flabs given to our 
Commerce in 17J8, is engraved on * 
cur'memory irk the deeped characters. 
Our lofles amounted to many millions , 
without wcjtonin^ thpfe which the 



coritintmrtcerdf; tteVrtrr n*&?*f *lt$0, 
mote confrdera&c, aid more* impor- 
tant tftafl yre fan^t»«wefcfa*eJUiiiate. 
For Ah ^ruVpcfe: fOpi :of fHr.fxti 

-fleets ate 'immediately neoeffiuy. A 
proper number of flaps to be fubjeft 
to the command xrf" your Htghnefs, aa 
Admiral-general, are totally etpiipu. 
•ped : they waitonly the necefliry in*, 
ftruftions which fbculd be adopted to 
the purpofc, Tor providing in a iotr 
dayafor therefpedability of oar flag, 
and for onriecohty in every part 4tf 
the ^vorld where -danger demands it. 

We implore it then of your Serene 
ffighnefs, that the requrfite convoy* 
'may not be dekyed ; this, in the pre- 
sent juncture,* depends upon there- 
public alone, end as fhe can exfitfr 
augment, ib >will ihe moft readily 
'double her equipments. 

Shall we then with reafon and jut- 
-rice on our fide, not alfo dbtain fa*. 
tisfac*tf on for the injuries we have fuf- 
tainted t and fhall we, with an eye of 
indifference and tranquility, behold 
our fhips attacked, ieized, plunder 
ed, and taken in foiniquitousa man- 
ner ? 

No, Sir, — Nor will your Serene 
Mighnefs think lis to blame, if*we 
expccV a : defence of eur rights umL 
privileges, thus attacked, thus vk*. 
lated* 

In afting thus, the republic wiH 
favefrom diftrefc and'mifery, an icu 
numerable multitude of her inhabr- 
tants, who fqbfift by commerce onlf, 
and by fuch employments as relate 
to it, which can never fall, but fc 
drags down defeu&ion on alL 

We cannot think without mudder- 
ing on the deplaraWe misfcrtnrwi 
which will accompany the lofs of the 
freedom of our flag, 'or the enol mot* 
lofles we fliall fufteih, if fa great a 
number of oar ; ftiipsrft«wld ; be ucienw 
ployed ; ' in ftion, ; if thefe immenfe 
revenues, amounting to manyimiU 
lions, fliould be loft annually to the 
State fts well as to individuals. 

We then repeat our fupplicariona 
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fto ytfti/^ighndy WJfreUfcar the dan- 
ger to which the* liberty "of our navi- 
gation, is. •axpofed*- Yoa khbw, as 
jwej} 9* pikfcWs; Jtnat : thi liberty is 
the finew of the State, and the prin- 
cipal fource of its prosperity. 

We are not guilty of diffimulation, 
when we fay, that it is oar intereft 
only which compels us to addrefs you. 
We can alfo affure you, that our in- 
tereft is connected with that of our 
pofterity.— In fpeaking for them, we 
fulfil a duty dear to our hearts. If 
we had kept filence, when the occa- 
fion of the times, and the eircum- 
frances demanded that our cries for 
jufticc rtiOuId afcend the tribunal of 
Heaven, would not our defendants 
have had a right to accufe our con- 
duct, and reproach our memory ? 
Their reproaches might (alas! too 
late to produce any benefit) only oc- 
casion inconveniencies to the defend- 
ants of your illuftrious family. 

This then is precifely the time 
when we may for ever guard our- 
ielves againft the imperious and arbi- 
trary proceeding of the Englijk na- 
tion, and cftablifh on an immoveable 
ban's, the profperity of our commerce. 

Can we have a better occafion to 
thank your Highncfs for a more 
grand, or more glorious aft I May 
gratitude excite our latcft pofterity, to 
preferve with themoft religious refpeft, 
the memory of William the Fifth, and 
may they not reflect on our Heredi- 
tary Stadtholder, but with the idea 
of his having been the reftorator of 
the freedom of our flag on the ocean. 

May the Supreme Being pour 
down his benediction on your Serene 
Highnefs, and upon the Princcfs 
Royal, your dear confort : may every 
feranch of your auguft family mare in 
the bleffings of Heaven ! May the 
Houfe of Orange flourish to the lateft 
pofterity! May our navigation be 
free ! Our commerce be uninter- 
rupted 1 And, may the flag of this 
republic be in future protected from 
every infult offered in violation of the 
faith of treaties ! 



The Earl of $13170X1?* anfiver (ty the 
King's order) upon the reprefenta* 
tion of Count Welderen, Envoy 
Extraordinary from their High 
Mightineffes the Statu General of 
the United Province** 

Sir, 
I have had the honour to prefent to 
the King the memorial which you 
have addrefled to his Majefty, by or- 
der of their High Might tnefles, the 
28 th pafl, which having been con- 
sidered with all the attention which 
the importance of the different fub* 
jed matter in it contained doth me* 
rit, the King orders me to inform 
you, that it is with a very fenfible 
pleafure that his Majefty hath feen 
the juilice which their High Mighti- 
neties render to his defire of giving 
unequivocal proofs of his friendftiip 
and affection for his ancient and 
faithful allies the States General of 
the United Provinces ; and that they 
have placed in the true points of 
view his Majefty's orders for the re- 
leafement of the veflels Specified in 
your memorial. The fame principles 
have induced the King to rive or- 
ders, that all the veflels, with unex- 
ceptionable cargoes, appertaining to 
the fubje&s of their High Mighti- 
nefles, and brought into the ports of 
Great Britain by his Majefty's {hips, 
may be releafed; and that hence- 
forth the King's officers do not give 
any hindrance or interruption to the 
Imuful commerce of the fubjetts of 
their High Mightiness. His Ma- 
jefty would wifh to have it in his. 
power to remove even the fmalleff 
rcafon of complaint of the fubjefts 
of their High Mightineffes; but they 
know too much of the infeparable 
events of war, to believe it poffible 
for him fo to do, even with all the 
difpofltions to render juitice, and to 
pay attention to the interefts of die 
fubjec"b of his good allies^ which his 
Majefty poflefles, and which their 
High Mightinefles acknowledge in 
him. His Majefty, without any pro- 
vocation on bis part, and by a train 
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of infidious, unjuft proceedings on affeclionof his Majefty for their High 



the part of the Court of France, finds 
himielf actually engaged in hoftilities 
againft the Moll Chriftian King, who, 
as all Europe ought to have feen with 
aftonifhment and indignation in the 
midft of the moft formal, and often 
repeated afliirances of the moll perfect 
amity, and moft pacific difpofitions, 
hath violated the public faith, and the 
rights of Sovereigns, by declaring the 
rebellious fubjeds of another power 
to be Independent States, merely be* 
caafe thofe fubjefts have thought pro- 
per to call themfelves fuch, and to 
invite the powers, difpofed to profit 
by their rebellion, to join in confe* 
deracy with them* This unjuft ag- 

freflion, reprefented by the court of 
ranee as being a natural and advan- 
tageous advance towards tk* intereft 
of her commerce, hath been follow- 
ed by hoftilities ftill more violent, 
ftill more public, namely, by fend- 
ing a fleet to America, in fupport of 
his Majefty'6 rebellious fubjecls, and 
that too before the King of Great 
Britain had taken any other ftep but 
that of calling his Ambaflador from 
Paris. 

^ But the King, animated by prin- 
•Jples altogether different ; and de- 
firing to give, on all occafions, proofs 
of his moderation, and of the recti- 
tude of his fentiments and intentions 
towards their High Mightinefles, 
hath ordered me to declare, in his 
name, at a time-when even the prin- 
ciples of felf-defence and felf-prefer- 
tation oblige him to prevent, as much 
isispoflibie, all provifions ef naval and 
military ftoresfrom being tranfported 
into the French ports : yet his Ma- 
jefty will obferve all poflible regard 
for the rights of their High Mighti- 
nefles, and will adhere, in theilrong- 
ei manner, to the ftipulations (as far 
as it ihall be practicable), and to the 
fpirit of the treaties between him and 
their High Mightinefles, 

After this expofition of the fenti- 
mcnti of the invariable amity and 



MightineiTes, and of tneprefent filia- 
tion of affairs between the King and 
his Moft Chriftian Majefty, it re* 
mains far me to execute the King's 
orders, by informing you, Sir, that 
his Nfejefty, fenfible of the extraor- 
dinary manner in which he hath been 
fuddenly engaged in an a<2umJ*oar 9 
and of the fhort notice which the fub- 
jefts of their High Mightinefles oould 
have of this event, as it is alledged £ 
is difpofed, and ready to purchaie, ac 
a fair valuation, the naval ftores that 
have been captured, and are aduaU/ 
in the different ports of Great Britain, 
aboard vefTels appertaining to the 
fubjecls of the Republic, to pay the 
freight of the cargoes, and to in- 
demnify the proprietors in all their 
juft expences and damages, occasion- 
ed by the detention of their veflels ; 
and his Majefty will give inftrudions 
to his Ambaflador, to enter upon a 
negotiation with the Minifters of the 
republic, to the end that an arrange- 
ment be made, for the future, upoa 
the principles of equity and friend- 
/hip, fuch as is meet, between fuck 
good and ancient allies* 

His Majefty always relies upon th« 
aiTu ranees of amity and attachment* 
which he has received on fo many oc- 
cafions from their High Mightinefles ; 
and in making this open and equi- 
table communication of his fenti- 
ments and intentions, in the prefent 
crifis, cannot but recall to the reflec- 
tions of their High Mightinefles the 
reciprocal engagements contracted be- 
tween the Crown of Great Britain 
and the republic, during the con- 
tinuance of a whole century. The 
articles of thefe engagements are clear 
and pTecife : and although the mode- 
ration of his Majefty, and his fincene 
defire to extend, as little as polliblc, 
the horrors of war, have hindered 
him, to the prefent hour, from de* 
manding the accompli flurtcnt of thrffe 
treaties; yet h:/> Majelly doth noc 
think theie t^g foments iti* obliga- 
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tory than-, they formerly were : and 
fce will not, fufier himfelf either to 
wifh,. or to admit, any diminution of 
%hc reciprocal iutereft which had} 
united, fox fo long a time, the two 
nations $ and which his Majefty de- 
fires, on his fide, to perpetuate. As 
kis Majefty hath not received any ad- 
vice of complaint again ft the con* 
(laft of the Captains of the King's 
{tip* towards the territories of their 
High MightinefTes in America, and 
particularly upon the rivers of Eife- 
quebo and Demerary, before the date 
of the Memorial, which I have had 
the honour to prefent to his Majefty, 
ne hath ordered me to' procure him 
the molt exact information relative to 
tyhat.js therein aUedged, and to afTurp 
you that h^s Jida^dly will not fail to 
punish the guilty in an exemplary 
manner. I have the honour, &c 

(Signed) Suffo^jc, 

$/, Ja*iSs 3 .08. 19, 1778. 

£xtro$ofa Utter from Amjterdam % 

, dited Nav. 13, J778. 
' At Jaft the fpirit of this nation 
is roufed ; and I fear the confequences, 
if your Court does not make imme- 
diate and exemplary fatisfaclion. The 
Buxgomauers of Dort aiTembled the 
Committee of merchants on the 6th 
inftant ; the merchants of Rotterdam 
were called together the 7th, and on 
tJhe 9th the Council of Amsterdam fum- 
moned the Committee of merchants 
of that dfy.— The caufe of thefe 
meetings was the fame, being to com- 
municate the refolution of their High 
MightinefTes the States General, on 
their petitions of redrefs againfl the 
Englifh treatment of their flag, and 
of the violences committed againft 
their property. Lord. Suffolk's letter 
to Count De Welderen (printed as in- 
;doied)- was laid before them, and 
the anfwer of the States which ac- 
companied it, is, in fubftance (for I 
. Juve? not time to tranferibe the words) 
'That their High MightinefTes had re- 
$?Ived not to enter into any negotia- 
tion with the Englifh Ambalfador 



on. the points in difpute, but that 
they fhould continue to ufe every 
means, in their power to obtain from 
the Court of Great Britain, not only 
ample and exemplary fatisfaclion for 
the injuries done to their fubjects, in 
defiance of the treaties fubfifting, bat 
alfo purfue fuch fteps as Jhould pre- 
vent the repetition or continuance of 
the fame grievances for the future. 
The Committees of all the towns 
came to the fame refolution on this 
meafure, and deputed one of their 
members, refpe&ively, to join the 
Pen£onaiy and Secretary of each 
town in a deputation to the Hague, 
from whence they returned the next 
day ; they represented to their High 
MightinefTes their thanks, for not en- 
tering into any negotiation with tha 
Eng[ifh Ambanador ; that the mer- 
chants were determined alfo not to' 
accept any terms; that they hpped 
{heir High Mightinefies would infift 
on refUtution of the (hips and car- 
goes, fo unjuffly feized, by order of 
the King of Great Britain, contrary 
to the faith of treaties, apd the right* 
of Sovereigns ; and that they would 
lofe no time to put their marine in> 
fuch a ftftte as to afford them protec- 
tion, and vindicate the honour ojf 
their flag again ft all affronts; for 
which end, they reiterated their wil- 
Iingnefs to pay the taxes neceflary and' 
equal to a refpeclable armament;— 
Their High Mightinefles anfwered, 
by their Prefident, That fuch mea- 
fures had been already taken as would 
meet the wifhes of fo refpeclable 9 - 
body of their fubjecls ; that an aug- 
mentation of twelve fhips of the line, 
and twenty frigates, befides the twen- 
ty-five fhips before refolved f had 
been determined on; and that, till 
the proper mode of proportioning and 
raifing the expence could be fallen 
upon, they had ordered their Trea- 
furer to open a loan of four millions 
of florins, at 2 1 -half per cent, which 
is already more than two-fold fub- 
fcribed. — Such i£ the 'ferment y^n 
have raifed, , f 



Digitized by 



Google 



( *os ) 



Philadelphia, June 20. The Britifh 
army, early laft Thurfday morning, 
compleated their evacuation of this 
city, having before tranfported their 
ftores and moil of their artillery into 
Jerfey, where they had thrown np 
fome works, and feveral of their re- 
giments were encamped. They man- 
ned the lines the preceding night, 
and retreating over the Commons, 
crofTed at Gloucefter-point; it is 
fuppofed they will endeavour to go 
to New-York. A party of the Ameri- 
can light horfe purfued them very 
clofe, and took a great number of 
prifoners, fome of whom were re- 
fugees. 

Yefterday morning the Honourable 
Major-general Arnold took poflef- 
iion of this city, with Colonel Jack- 
fon's Maflachufetts regiment. 

When the American troops enter- 
ed Philadelphia, a party went to the 
houfe of Jofeph Galloway, Efq. late 
Superintendant-general of the port 
and police of Philadelplria, with an 
intent to plunder and demolifh it; 
but his lady made immediate appli- 
cation to General Arribld; wn'of or- 
dered them to defift, and aflured her 
of protection whHe he commanded 
the city. The Americans have 
weighed up two of the galhes which 
were funk near Trenton, aifo a num- 
ber of gun-boats, which they are re- 
pairing with all pofiible expedition^ 
It is faid that Mr. Lee commanded 
the yan of the rebels. 

Philadelphia, July 36. Yefterday 
morning the crew af the Mermaid 
Britrfh frigate/ lately drove dm more 
near Cape Henlopen, were brought 
to this city under guard. 
Zxtraft of a letter ■, dated Camp y near 

White Plains, July 22*/, ^778. 

" Yefterday and this day fifteen 
cnaffeurs came over to us with their 
horfes and arms. Major Nevil is 
juft now arrived at Head-quarters 
from' the Sound, and bring^the agree- 
able news of the capture/ of %q fail 

Vot/VIJ. 



of Britifh vefleJs; it h not yet known 
whether they are tranlports or armed 
vefTels— -doubtlefs part of both.*' 
Extratl of a letter from Boftort t dated 

7»b is- 

" There has lately been taken, by 
a Salem privateejr of zo guns, a vef- 
fei for Quebec ; the amount of the 
invoice is 30,0001. fterling." 
Extra3 of a letter from BoJlon\ dated 
July 16. 

" By a perion lately from Hali- 
fax, we have advice, that the Tories 
and refugees there, are in a mifer- 
able fituation, . fuffering infult and 
abufe from thoft who promifed them 
protection, in addition to the mife- 
ries that attend poverty ; and by late 
advices from England, the like 
wretches there are in the fame or 
worfe fituation, and all of them are 
defirous of returning, and it is faid, 
fome are determined to come to New 
England,, and hazard every punifh- 
raent, fo as their lives are fpared. 
It is faid, their prime agent, Hut- 
chinfon, has fled from England to 
Holland." 

In Congrefs, July 14, 1778. 

Refolved, That a Treafurer of 
-Loans be appointed, whofe duty it 
fhall be to fign Loan Office certifi- 
cates, and bills of exchange, for the 
payment of intereft arifing on fuch 
certificates, which fhall be ftruck by 
order of Congrefs ; to deliver fuch 
certificates and bilk of exchange 
agreeably to the orders of the Board 
of Treafury; to receive fuch bills of 
credit as Congrefs fhall, from time 
to time, order to be funk and de- 
stroyed ; and to perform fuch othe* 
fervices incident to this Office, a* 
may hereafter be ordered by Congrefs 
or the Board of Treafury. 
7^27, 1778. 

Congrefs proceeded tt> the election 
of a Treafurer of Loans, and the 
ballots being taken, Mr, Francis- 
Hopicinfon was' elected, 

Charles Thomson, Sec, 

B Thi 
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A corps of 

yaugers. 



The following is an account of the 
diftrihution of the Britijh army in 
flortb-America, under Sir Henry 
Clinton, in the month of Auguft* 

EARL CORNWALLIS. 
Tork IJtand, Town, and King/bridge. 
Guards. 
45th Regiment 1 
35th Ditto 
4th Ditto 
28th Ditto 
49th Ditto 
i6th Ditto 
7th Ditto 
63d Ditto 
5 2d Ditto 
lft and zd battalions of the 71ft ditto 
Simcoc's rangers. 
Emerick's chaffeurs. 
Lord Cathcart's legion. 
Irifh volunteers.. 
Bayard's corps. 
Rpbinfon's ditto. 
A corps detached to the artillery, 
He/pans. 
Regiments Da Corpa — 

Prince Charles — 
Tromback — 

Donop — — 
Mirback — 

Kniphaufen — 

Loftberg — - 

Wellart — — 
Seitzt — — 

Wifenbacks — 

Hereditary Prince — 



f Linfinf 
J Mmgerode 



2 
3 
4 

i 

7 
8 

9 
10 

ai 



Grenadiers, ^"-iay" 
(/Kuyler. 
GENERAL VAUGHAN. 

Long-IJland. 
2d Battalion of grenadiers 
ad Ditto of light infantry 
New- York volunteers 
De Lancy's brigade 
Brander's corps 
* 1 6th and 17th- light dragoons 
One Provincial troop, voluntegn. 



GENERAL GRANT. 

Staten-Ijtand. 
37 th Regiment - 
55 th Ditto 
40th Ditto 

5 th Ditto 

10th Ditto 

Skinner's brigade of Provincials. 
Paulus Hook* 

57th Regiment 

A companv of artillery. 
General SIR ROBERT PIGOTt 
Rhode- IJtand. 

2 2d Regiment 

$Sth Ditto 

43d Regiment 

54 th Ditto 

2 Regiments of Anfpach 

3 Ditto of Provincials* 

Hejfians. 

Landgraves 

Ditmols 

Byman 

Kyne. 
Expedition under Sir HENRY" 
CLINTON. 
1 ft Battalion of grenadiers 
I Ditto of light infantry 
100 of 17th light dragoon^ 
Ditto fworJs and faddle* 
15th Regiment 
17 Ditto 
33 Ditto 
37 Ditto 
42 Ditto 
44 Ditto 
46 Ditto 
64 Ditto 
23 Ditto, on board as marines. 

JWw-nri, y«^ aj- On Wednef- 
4ay the Toulon fleet, under the 
Count D'Eftaing, got underway, 
and on Thurfday mottling they were 
all out of fight, having fleered to the 
Southward. 

Since the arrival of the Comcte 
D'Eftaing's iquadron off Sandy- 
Hook, aoout twenty fail of vefleb 
have fallen into his poffeffion ; they 
confift chiefly in prize* hound to this 
harbour* 
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Jarbour ; amongft the number are, 
Lieut. Whitworth, in the Stanley, 
convoying three or four prizes, a 
letter of marque brig, having two 
or three prizes under her protection, 
and a fliip, five armed brigs, floops 
and fchooners from Barbadoes. 

The Compte D'Efroing, before he 
left his late ilation, fent for all the 
pilots on board his (hip the Langue- 
doc, who confulted upon an attempt 
to fteer the French fleet through the 
channel into our harbour ; and find- 
ing the firtt rate ftiip drew 27 feet of 
water, the enterprize was declined as 
absolutely impracticable. 
Extra3 of a letter from Genital 

Washington'/ C*nw/>, at White 

Plains, Aug. the ^th. 

" Deferters come in by whole/ale. 
An Enfign, and his command, came 
over to us 1 ail week: two days after, 
a Serjeant and Corporal, with their 
party, came in. 

*• We were informed yefterday of 
the arrival of the Count D'Eftaing, 
with his fleet, at Rhode- Mand. This 
event threw the enemy into great 
confufion. Three regiments, which 
were ported on Conanicnt-Iftand, 
immediately evacuated the place, 
burnt two of their row -gal lies, and 
the King's Filhcr, of 20 guns, and 
returned to Rhode-Iftand $ where they 
are all behind their huts. 



Pbiladelpbia % Sept. 3. 
ExtraS of a letter from General 
Washington to Congrefs, dated 
Head - Quarters, White A Plains % 
Sept. 1, 1778. 

" Sir, 
,f I do myfelf the honour of trans- 
mitting to you a copy of a letter I 
this minute received from General 
Sullivae* I congratulate' Congrefs on 
the repulfc of the enemy," 
Head Quarters, Aug. 29, on the north 
end of Rhode Ifiand. 
" Dear General, 
" A retreat to the north end of the 
iua&gJuLving been deemed adviieabk 



07 ) 

(from our great diminution of num- 
bers) by the determination of a coun- 
cil of war, held the 28th inftant, I 
laft evening gave the nece/Tary orders 
for, and effected a well-timed and 
regular retreat, without lofmg any 
part of my baggage, ffores, or heavy 
ordnance. The enemy was apprized 
of the movement fome time in the 
night— they had, I fuppofe, con- 
cluded that I had retreated in confu- 
fion and with precipitation, and no 
doubt with an expectation of my hav- 
ing crofled part of my army, and that 
the remainder would become an eafy 
victory. In this belief they advanced 
in two columns, on the eaft and weft 
roads, and vigoroofly attacked Co- 
lonels Livingfton and Laurens, whofe 
corps were difpofed between the two 
roads in front of the army ; they were 
warmly received by thofe two gentle- 
men, whom I reinforced occafionally, 
to prevent the conteft being too un- 
equal, though at the fame time they 
were directed to retreat regularly, 
and at their leifure. They ftrictly 
complied with the order, for I fcarcely 
remember any thing of the kind more 
regular. The enemy were naturally 
led on to the neighbourhood-r-they 
tool^ poll on commanding ground in 
our front, and immediately attempted 
to turn our right flank. To prevent 
this, I detached confiderable bodies of 
infantry. — Our artillery was well 
ferved, did great execution, and con* 
tributed not a little to the honour of 
the day ; fkirmiftiing prevailed during 
the day, and the fuccefs of it was 
determined by a warm action. Our 
lofs in killed and wounded is not yet 
afcertained by returns, but is very 
confiderable-r^-among the latter, I have 
the mortification to find many valu- 
able officers, whofe names and rank 
mail be tranfmitjtei to your Excel- 
lency in my next. The lofs of the 
enemy muft have been great. Two 
of the enemy's (hips endeavoured to. 
enfilade our lines, but did us no in- 
jury. I lhall make it my buflnefs t p 
Pa iniorm 
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nforra your Excellency as fpon as 
poflible of fuch corps and officers who 
had an opportunity of diftinguifhing 
themfelves in the aclion ; for my 
whole army only feemed to want an 
opportunity of doing themielyes and 
country honour. I am forry 1 cannot 
at prefent be more particular. 
I am, dear General, 
Your Excellency's moil obedient, 
And very humble fervant, 

John Sullivan " 
His Excellency General Wajhington* 
Pubiilhed by order of Congrefs, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 
Sept. 8. Sunday afternoon Major 
Morris, Aid-de~camp to General Sul- 
livan, arrived in town, with the fol- 
lowing letter from the General : 
Letter from the Honourable Major 
General Sullivan to the Prejtdent 
of Ccngre/s, dated Head-Quarters, 
Tiverton, Jug. 3 I, 17 7 8. 

** Efleemed Sir, 
€t Upon the Count D'Eftaing's find- 
ing himfelf under a neceflity of going 
to Bofion to repair the lofs he fuftained 
in the late gale of wind, I thought it 
bell to carry on my approaches with as 
much vigour as pembje againft New- 
port, that no time might be loft in 
making the attack upon the return 
of his fleet, or any part of it, to co- 
operate with us. I had ientexpreffes 
to the Count to haften his return, 
which I had no doubt would at leaft 
bring part of his fleet to us in a few 
days. Our batteries played upon the 
enemy's works for fevera] days with 
apparent good fuccefs, as the enemy's 
fire from the outworks vifibly grew 
weaker, and they began to abandon 
feme of thofe next us ; and on the 
27 th, we found they had removed their 
cannon from all their outworks except 
one. The town of Newport is de- 
fended ' by two lines, fupported by 
fevernl redoubts connected with, the 
lines The firil of theie lines extends 
from a large pond, called Eallon 
tend, near to Temminy-liill, a "^ 
then turns off to the water^ on the 



north of Windmill-hill : this line was' 
defended fey five redoubts in from. 
The lecond line is more than a quar- 
ter of a mile within this, and extends 
from the fea to the north fide of the 
ifland, terminating at the tyQrth Bat- 
tery : on the fouth, at the entrance, 
of Eafton's beach, where this line 
terminates, is a redoubt which com* 
mands the pafs, and has another re- 
doubt about twenty roods on the north . 
There are a number of fmall works 
interfperfed between the lines, which 
render an attack extremely hazardous 
on the land fide, without a naval 
force to co-operate with it. I how- 
ever mould have attempted carrying, 
the worlds by ftorm as foon as I found 
they had withdrawn their cannon 
from their outwork, had 1 not found, 
to my great furpriie, that the volun- 
teers, which compofed great part of 
my army, had returned, and reduced 
my number to little more than that 
of the enemy ; between two and three 
thoufand returned in the courfe of 
twenty four hours, and others were 
Hill going off, upon a fuppofition 
that nothing could be done before the 
return of the fleet. Under thefe cir- 
cumftances, and the apprehenfiott of 
the arrival of an Englifh fleet with a 
reinforcement to relieve thegarrifcm, 
I fentaway all the heavy articles that 
could be fpared from the army to the 
main ; alfo a large party was detached 
to get the works in repair on the 
north end of the iflanfl, to throw up. 
fome additional ones, and put in good 
repair the batteries at Tiverton arid 
Briftol, to fecure a retreat in cafe of 
neceflity. On the 28th a Council 
was called, when it was -refolved to 
remove to the north end of the ifland t 
fortify our camp, fecure pur commu- 
nication with the main, and hold our 
f round on the ifland till we could 
now whether the French fleet would 
foon return to our affiflance. On the 
evening of the 2$th, we moved with 
our flores and baggage, which had 
not been previoufly tent forward, and 
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about two in the morning encamped 
on BuIlVhill, with our right extend- 
ing to the well road, a«4 left to the 
eait road ; the Hanking and covering' 
parties ftillfurther towards the water on 
the right and left : one regiment was 
pofted in a redoubt advanced on the 
right of the firft line ; Col, Henry B. 
Livingfton, with a light corps, con- 
fining of Col. Jackfon's detachment, 
and a detachment from the army, was 
Rationed in the eaft road. Another 
light corps under command of Col. 
^aurens, Col. Fleury, and Major 
Talbot was pofted on the weft road. 
Thefe corps were pofted near three 
miles in front, in the rear of thofe 
was the picket of the army, com- 
manded by Col. Wade. The enemy 
having received intelligence of our 
movement, came out early in the 
morning with nearly their whole force, 
in two columns, advanced in the two 
roads, and attacked our light corps ; 
they made a brave refiftance, ai>d were 
fupported for fome time by the picket. 
I ordered a regiment to fupport Col. 
Livingfton, another to Col- Laurens, 
and at the fame time fent them orders 
to retire to the main army in the beft 
order they could : they kept up a re- 
treating Are upon the enemy, and re- 
tired in excellent order to the main 
army* The enemy advanced on our 
left very near, but were repulfed by 
General Glover ; they then retired to 
Quaker-hill. The Heffian column 
formed on a chain of hills running 
northward from Quaker-hill. Our 
army was drawn up, the firft line in 
front of the works of Bull's-hill, the 
tecond in rear of the hill, and the 
referve near. a creek, and near half a 
mile in rear of the firft line. The 
diftance between thefe hills is about 
one mile. The ground between thefe 
hills is mfeadow land, interfperfed 
with trees and fmall copfes of wood. 
The enemy began a canonade upon 
us about nine in the morning, which 
was returned with double force Skir> 
nuHiing continued between the ad- 



vanced parties until near ten o'clbcfc*, 
when the enemy's two fhips of war, 
and fome fmall armed veifels, having 
gained our right Rank and began * 
fire, the enemy bent their whole fore* 
that way, and endeavoured to tura 
our right under cover of the fhips fire, 
and to take the advanced redoubt oo 
the right: they were twice drive* 
back in great confufion ; but a third 
trial was made with greater numbers, 
and with more refolurion, which, 
had it not been for the timely aid 
fent forward, would haye fucceeded. 
The enemy were at length routed, 
and fled in great confufion to the hill, 
where they were formed, and wher* 
they had artillery and fome works to 
Cover them, leaving their dead and 
wpundedin confiderable numbers be- 
hind them. It was impoffible to af- 
certain the number of dead on the 
field, as it could not be approached 
by either party without being expofed 
to the cannon of the other army. 
Our party recovered about twenty of 
their wounded, and took near fixtjr 
prifoners, according to the beft ac- 
counts! have been able to collect; 
amongft the prifoners is a Lieutenant 
of grenadiers. The number of their 
dead I have not been able to afcer* 
tain, but know them to he very con- 
fiderable. An officer informs me, 
that in one place he counted fixty of 
their dead. Colonel Campbell came 
out next day to gain permiflion to 
view^ the field of a&ion, to fearch 
for his nephew, who was killed by 
his fide, whofe body he could not 
get off, as they were clofely purfued. 
The firing of "artillery continued 
through the day; the mufquetry with 
intermiflion fix hours. The heat of 
the adlion continued near an hour, 
which muft have ended in the ruin of 
the Britifh army, had not their re- 
doubts on the hill covered them from 
further purfuit. We were about to 
attack them in their lir.es, but die 
men having had no reft the night be- 
fore, and nothing to eat either that 

night, 
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Wght, ertke day of the aftion, and 
having been in con ftant action through 
moft of the day, it was not thought 
advifeable; efpeciallv as their pofi- 
tion was exceeding ftrong, and their 
numbers fully equal, if not fuperior 
to oars. Nonnore than fifteen hun- 
dred of my troops have ever been in 
action before. I fhould before have 
taken pofleflion of the hill they occu- 
pied, and fortified it, but it is no de- 
fence againft an enemy coming from 
the fouth part of the ifland, though 
exceedingly good againft an enemy, 
advancing from the north end to- 
wards the town, and had been forti- 
fied by the enemy for that purpofe. 

I have the pleafure to inform Con* 
grefs, that no troops could poflibly 
Lw more fpirit than thofe of ours 
which were engaged. Colonel Li- 
vingfton, and all the officers, of the 
light troops, behaved with remark* 
atble fpirit : Colonels Laurens, Fleu* 
ry, and Major Talbot, with the of- 
ficers of that corps behaved with 
great gallantry. The brigades of the 
firft line, Vamum's, Glover's, Cor- 
nell's, and Green's, behaved with 
great irmnefs. Major-general Green, 
who commanded in the attack on the 
right, did himfelf the higheft honour 
t>v the judgment and bravery exhi- 
bited in the action. One brigade 
only of the fecond line was brought 
|0 aetion, commanded by Brigadier- 
general Lovell ; he, and his brigade 
of militia, behaved with great refo- 
Jution. Colonel Crane, and the of r 
£cers of artillery deferve the.higheft 
praife. I enclofc Congrefs a return 
pf the killed, wounded and miffing on 
pur fide, and beg leave to afTure 
them, that, from my own obferva- 
tion, the enemy's Ipfs mull be much 
greater. Our army retired to camp 
after the action ; the enemy employ- 
ed themfelves in fortifying their camp 
through the night. In the morning 
of the 30th, I received a letter from 
Jiis Excellency General Wafhington, 
giving me nojiee, that JL»ord Jhlcwe 



had again failed with the fleets anJ 
receiving intelligence at the fame 
time that a fleet was oft'BIock-Ifland, 
and alfo a letter from Bofton, in* 
forming me that the Count^Eftaing 
could not come fo foon as I expefted^ 
a Cour.cil was called, and as we could 
have no profpect of operating a gain ft 
Newport with fuccefs, without the 
afiiftance of a fleet, it was unani- 
moufly agreed to quit the ifland until 
the return of the French fqnadron. 
To retreat in the face of the enemy, 
equal, if not fuperior in number, 
and crofs a river without lofs, I 
knew was an arduous talk, and fel- 
dom accomplifhed if attempted. As 
our centries were within 200 yards of 
each other, J knew it would require 
the greateft care and attention. To 
cover my defign from the enemy, I 
ordered a number of tents to be 
brought forward, and pitched in 
fight of the enemy, and almoft the 
whole army to employ thetefelves in 
fortifying the camp. The heavy 
baggage and flares were falling back 
-and croffing through the bay; at dark 
the tents were ftruck, the light bag- 
gage and troops parted down, and 
before twelve o'clock the main army 
had crofled, with the ftores and bag* 
gage. The Marquis de la Fayette 
arrived about twelve in the evening 
from Bofton, where he had been by 
requeft of the General Officers, to 
folicit the fpeedy return of the fleet. 
He was moft fenfibly mortified that 
he was out of action; and that he 
might not be out of the way in cafe 
of action, he had rode from hence to 
Bofton in feven hours, and returned 
in fix and a half, the diftance near 
70 miles. He returned time enough 
to bring off the pickets, and other 
parties which covered the letreat of 
the army, which he did in excellent 
order ; not a man was left behind, 
nor the fmalleft article loft. I hope 
my conduct through this expedition 
may merit the approbation of Con- 
grefs, Major Morris, one of my 

Aid*- 
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Aids-de-camp, will have the hocour 
of delivering this to your Excellency ; 
I rouft beg leave to recommend him 
to Congrefs as an officer, who in the 
M, as well as in feveral other actions, 
has behaved with great fpirit and 
good conduct, and doubt not Con- 
grefs will take fuch notice of him as 
his long fervke and fpirited conduct 
deferves. I have the honour to be, 
dear Sir, with much efteem, 
Your Excellency's moft obedient, 
and very humble.fervant, 
John Sullivan. 

P. S. The event has proved 
how timely my retreat took place, 
as one hundred fail of the enemy's 
ihipe arrived in the harbour the 
morning after the retreat. J mould 
do the higheft injuftice if I neglected 
to mention that Brigadier-general 
Cornell's indefatigable induftry in 
preparing for the expedition, and 
his good conduct through the whole, 
merits particular notice. Major 
Talbot, who affiled in preparing 
the boats, afterwards ferved in CoH 
Laurens's corps, deferves great praife. 
John Sullivan. 

A return of the killed, wounded, 
and miffing of the army under the 
command of the Hon. Major-general 
Sullivan, in the action of the 29th 
of Auguft, 1778. 

Killed :, 4 Subalterns, 3 Serjeants, 
23 rank and file. 

Wounded : % Lieutenant-colonels, 
1 Captain, 3 Subalterns, 13 Serjeants, 
113 rank and file. 

Miffing : 2 Serjeants, 42 rank 
and file. 

Total 211. 

Publifhed by order of Congrefs, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 

JBofton, Sept. 3, 1778. D'Eftaing 
fuffered fo much in the ftorm he met 
with, that his fhips took up a long 
time to repair : hence our failure at 
Newport, and hence the fafety of 
Halifax; for had Rhode - Ifland 
/alien, Halifax would ha^e foon 
followed, 



Rxtraa $/ a Lett* /rem BriJM, 
(America J Auguft 30. 

** We could not grafp the lanrel 
which fufpended, on account of the 
delay of M. D'Eftaing. The appear- 
ance of the French flag, at the 
great moment of aflauk, would have 
crowned the American arms with a 
complete cooqueft of fthode-IfUnd. 
Our people fought with an enthu* 
fiallk rage ; and victory might yet 
have enfued, notwitbJlanding all osr 
difficulties, had not near three thou* 
fand of our volunteers left us on 
acdountofMD'Eftaing's not coming 
to our affiftance. We waited day 
after day for him with the moll 
painful impatience, and ihould cer- 
tainly have been in pofieffion of 
Newport, had lie come ; for at Bull's- 
hill our gallant fellows feemed to 
have forgot that they were men, 
and braved furrounding perils with 
a fpirit .and emulation that was 
particularly noticed and moft warmly 
applauded by General Sullivan. 

** The cannonade on the Englifli * 
was admirably fupported, and threw 
them into the utmoft confuiion. 
Vail numbers of their troops fell. 
An officer of dttiin&ion, with a 
moft melancholly afpe&, came iuto 
the field next day by permiffion, to 
look for his relation, a youth who 
had received a mortal wound, and 
dropped by his fenior's fide. t 
know not whether he found the dead 
body* 

"No men in the world ever 
behaved better than Green's and 
Glover's brigades, tho' many of 
them had never feen fenrice before. 
They repulfed the Englifh, and 
drove them in fuch a manner as 
would have done credit to the moft 
experienced veterans. 

" General Sullivan has jneturned 
his thanks to Major-general Green, 
Colonels Crane and Laurens, Major 
.Talbot, and to every other officer 
who diftinguifhed himfeif in th« 
field of aft ion ; and has ordered the 
promotion 
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jkomolion of feveral fubordinate 
officers, whofc particular bravery 
attracted the notice of their fu- 
pcriors." 

By a letter from New York we 
are informed, that/ in order to 
defend Rhode- 1 flan d the more ef- 
fectually againfl the attack of 
D'Eftaing's fleet and the provincials, 
the Britifh were under the necenlty 
of taking the guns out of the follow- 
ing vetfels, which were planted on 
«Hfferent places of the ifland, under 
the fuperintendance of the failors. 
The veflels themfelves were obliged 
to be deflroyed, to prevent their^ 
falling into the hands of D'Eflaing ; 
but all the military ftores and pro- 
vifions were faved : 

Juno, — 32 guns burnt. 

Lark, — 32 — ditto. 

Orpheus, 32 — ditto. 

Flora, — 32 — funk. 

Cerberus, 32 — burnt. 

Falcon, 18 — funk. 

King's Fifher 16 — burnt. " 

Boftotti Sept. 3. The ' Gounf 
D'Eltaing has erected very.formidable 
works cm George's Ifland, in which 
he has mounted near 100 can- 
non of heavy metal, which he 
took from his fleet, with a determin- 
ation to defend himfelf againft any 
invafion from our enemy, while his 
fleet are repairing the damage they 
fuftained in the late ftorm. 
An exit aft from General Orders vf tht 
l\ft of Auguji. 

The General congratulates his 
army upon their retreat from an 
ifland in the face of an enemy, which 
by comparing their numbers with 
his laft returns, were fuperior to 
bim, and has befldes the command 
of the vale ; under thefe circum-t 
fiances to perform a retreat with as 
much regularity, without any con- 
fuflon ordHlyder, arid without the 
leaft lofs of ftores or lives in the 
retreat, mull reflect the higheft 
honour or the brave .troops he has 
the honour to command. 



Fijh-Kill, Sept. 10. Deferter* 
to a confiderable number come out to 
our camp from King's Bridge from 
day to day ; it is faid Delancey's corps 
is reduced to lefs than 300. 



In Congrefs, Sept* 4, '778. 

Whereas Congrefs did, on the 8th 
day of Jan. 1778, refolve, ** That 
the embarkation of Lieutenant-ge- 
neral Burgoyne, and the troops under 
his command, be fufpended till a 
diftinct and explicit ratification of 
the Convention of Saratoga (hall be 
properly notified by the Court of 
Great Britain to Congrefs." 

Refolved, That no ratification of 
the Convention of Saratoga, which, 
may be tendered in confequence a£ 
powers which may reach that cafe 
hy conftruftion and implication, or 
which may fubjecl whatever is trans- 
acted relative to it to the future 
approbation or difapprobation of the 
Parliament of Great Britain, can be 
accepted by.Congrefe. 

Publiihed by order of Congrefs. 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 

Boftony Sept. 14. 

By the Council of the Sate of 
MafTachufetts--Bay. 
A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas this Council have re- 
ceived information of a high-handed 
affray, or riot, happeningin thb town 
On the laft evening, wherein feveral 
perfons have been badly wounded, 
and one or more, it is feared, morralry 
fb : and whereas the names of the 
perfons concerned therein are at 
prefent unknown, and it being of 
the highefl: importance, that fuch 
outrages fhoukl be prevented, and 
offenders therein brought to condign 
punifliment, this Council have thought 
fit to iffue this their Proclamation, 
hereby requiring all juflices of the 
Peace, all Sheriffs, and : their deputies, 
and aH civil officers in their feveral 
diftri&s, and departments, within the 
faid State refpedtfully, to ufe their 

utm«& 
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utmoft endeavours for "drfcocvering, 
apprehending, and bringing to 
juftice,* a# fach perfoni ©Jfendiaag as 
aforefttd.: 

And we do alfo. hereby promrfe a 
reward, of three Tiiindred dollara r .ta 
be paid dnfe-efrthepubHc Treafury of 
this State, to any perfon or perfons 
who Shall inform againft, or difcover 
any, one or more concerned in thefe 
riotom and unlawful proceedings, 
fothat he or they fhall be convi&ed. 

Given under our hands, at the 
Council Chamber, at Bofton, this 
6th day of September, A.D. 1778. 

In , the name and behalf of the 
Council, 

Jeremiah Powel, Preiident. 
By thfcin-Honour's command, 

Jo'Qv Avery, Dep. Sec. 

The riot which occafioned the 
iffiiinj^ .a. Proclamation by the 
Council of the State, offering an, 
high reward- for the difcovery and 
appreheniion of thofe . concerned 
therein, was begun, it is faid, by 
feamen captured in Britirti veflels,. 
and fome of BurgoyneY army r who 
had inliiled in privateers: jUnVready> 
to fail. A body of thefe ' fellows, 
demanded,' we are told, bread of the; 
Flinch bakdrs^ who we« employed 
for the fupplying the Count 
D 7 Eftame?s fleet ; being refuted, 
ttey fell upon the bakers, with 
clubs, and - beat them in a. moit 
ootiageoos manner. Two officers; 
of ;he Count's being apprized of 
tKe tumult, and attempting to com- 
pose the fray, were greatly wounded; 
owe qf them is a peribn of diitinguim- 
sd family and rank. The inhabit* 
an** 6f tlge.town.itt&nt this daritjg 
outrage, and are much concerned 
at- the unhappy circumffance with 
w Mch it has been attended. StricT: 
fcirch is making, by authority^ for 
&* offenders, who cook advantage 
°fthe late hour in which it happened, 
for concealing- themfelves, The 
town has fince been very quiet, and 
« is not doubted the inhabitants in 



general', , a* well as the civil officerr 
of order in this metropolis, and that 
thofe who are come among us to 
defend and fupply us, may enjoy full 
prote&ion of the laws, and th* 
fecurity of a well-governed city. 

We are well informed that his 
Excellency the Count B'£ftaing, 
upon, hearing of the violence that 
had been committed on fome of the- 
people, in the late riot* and the 
dangerous wounds one or more of 
his officers had received, though much 
grieved, conftdered the matter in the 
calmeil and moft prudent light, and 
was thoroughly fatisfied that it was 
highly diiagreeable to the inhabitants, 
and that every proper method would- 
be taken for finding out, and punifh- 
ing the offenders. Such prudence 
and moderation mark thisgreat many 
and rcuft difhppoint the hopes of out* 
enemies, who: would be glad that 
every fuch accident might prove the 
means of creating distentions of « 
more extenfive nature. 



la Congrtfii Auguft z6 9 1776- x 
~ Whereas, in the courfe of the pre- 
fent war, fomt commiffioned and 
non-commiffioned omcers of the army 
and navy, as alfo private foldiers^ 
marines and feamen,,may lofe a limb^ 
or be otherwife fo difabled as to pre- 
vent their ferving in the army or na- 
vy, or: getting their livelihood, and 
may ltand in need of relief : 

Refolved, That every commiflion* 
ei officer, npn-comminloned officer, 
and private fqldier, who fliall lofe a 
limb in any engagement, or be fa 
difabled in the fervicc of the United 
States of America, as to render him 
incapable afterwards of getting a. 
livelihood, (hall receive during hi* 
life, or the continuance of fuch dif- 
ability, the one half of his monthly- 
pay from and after the time that his 
pay as an officer or foldier ceaies ; to 
be paid by the' Committee as here^ 
after mentioned. 

That every Commander of any 
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fhip 6f war or armed veffel, coraraif- 
fioned officer, warrant officer, marine 
or Teaman, belonging to the United 
States of America, who fhall lofe a. 
limb in any engagement in which no 
prize (hall be taken, or be therein 
Otherwife fo difabled as to be render- 
ed incapable of getting a livelihood, 
fhall receive, during his life, or the 
continuance of fuch difability, the 
one half of his monthly pay from and 
after the time that his pay as an of- 
ficer or marine, or feamen, ceafes ; 
to be paid as hereafter mentioned. 
But in cafe a prize mall be taken at 
the time fuch lofs of limb or difabi- 
lity fhall happen, then- fuch fum, as 
he may receive out of the net profits. 
of fuch prize, before a dividend is 
made of the fame, agreeable to for- 
mer orders of Congrefs, mail be con-, 
fidered as part of his half-pay, and 
computed accordingly : 

That every commiflioned officer, 
non-commiffioned officer, and private 
foldier in the army, and every Com-, 
mander, commiffion officer, warrant 
officer, marine or feaman of any of 
the mips of war, or arn\ed veiTels be- 
longing to the United States of A me-. 
rica, who mail be wounded in any 
engagement, fo as to be rendered in- 
capable of fervtng in the army or na- 
vy, though not totally difabled from 
getting a livelihood, (hall receive 
fuch monthly fum as fhall be judged 
adequate by the afTembly or other re- 
prefentative body of the State where 
Jie belongs or refides, upon applica- 
tion to them for that purpofe, pro- 
vided the fame doth not exceed his 
half-pay. 

provided that no commiflioned of- 
ficer, non-commiffioned officer and 
private foldier in the army, Com- 
mander, cpmmiffion officer, warrant 
officer, marine or feaman, of any of 
the ftiips of war or armed veffels be- 
longing to the United States of Ame- 
rica,' whq ihall ]>e wounded or dif- 
abled as aforefaid, fhall be entitled 
fo his half-pay* or pther allowance, 



unlefs he produce 40 the Committee, * 
or officer appointed to receive the 
fame in the State where he reftdes jQt 
belongs, or to the afTembly drJegik 
lative body of fuch State, a certificate 
from the commanding officer* who 
was in the fame engagement j&Jwhich 
he was fo wounded, or in ca(e of J4» 
death, from fome other officer rf tae 
fame corps, and the furgeo* that *tt> 
tended him, or a certificate from tie 
Commander of the fhip of*w*r or 
armed veffel engaged in theaftjon tn 
which any officer, marine cur &amm„ 
received his wound, and froip <hc 
furgeon who attended Jum^of the 
name of the perfon fo wounded^ -hi* 1 
office, rank, department, foment, 
company, fhip of war, or ariafiiteef-. 
fel to which he belonged, his office 
or rank therein, the nature *TBi? 
wound, and in what action .qg to** 
gagement he received it: ',.).'l!j-.;. / > 

That it be recommended^ $o *tj*fc 
feveral afTemblies or legiflatifre Bodies, 
of the United States of America, /to 
appoint fome perfon or pecfims x^i 
their refpeftive States, who Jhatt re T , 
ceive and examine all fuchccrtjnYayv 
as may be prefented to thepa, tu»d 
regifter the fame in a book, aid aUa> 
what fupport is adjudged b^Tthe.rf-r 
fembly or legifiative body of-thea^ 
State to thofe, whofe cafe.»ec^urt^ 
but a partial fupport, and alfMtt thei 
payment from time to timecf^vcrjft 
half-pay and other allowance,' Jttd ©ft 
the death of fuch difabled rpfcrfbW or 
ceafingof fuch allowance, and mall:' 
make a fair and regular reportpf the 
fame quarterly to the Seosefclry joF* 
Congrefs or Board of War, ^here a a 
feparate record fhall be kept of the; 
fame: .t... ► 

That it be recommended to the af- 
femblies or legifiative bodies, of .the 
fpveral States, to caufe payment to be. 
made of all fuch half-pay or other - 
allowances as fhall be due, .to the 
perfons aforenamed, on account of 
the United States, 

Provided that all fuch officers and 
ibldiers 
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ipldiers that may be entitled to the 
aforefaid penfion, and are found to 
be capable of doing guard or garrifon 
duty, (hall be formed into a corps of 
invalids, and fubjett to the faid duty ; 
an4 all officers, marines and feamen, 
of the navy, who (hall be en tided to 
the penfion aforefaid, and (hall be 
found capable of doing any duty on 
board the navy or any department 
thereof, mail be liable to be fo em- 
ployed. 
, In .Congrefsj September 25, 1778. 

Whereas Congrefs by a refolve, 
pafledon the. 26th of Auguft, 1776, 
made provifion for commiffioned and 
non-commiffioned officers of the ar- 
my and navy, as alfo for private fol- 
diert, - marines, and feamen, who 
(hoold thereafter lofe a limb in any 
engagement, or be otherwife fo dif- 
abfe* in the fervice of the United 
States of America, as to render them 
incapable afterwards of getting a 
livelihood : and whereas divers of- 
ficers and others have loft limbs, or 
been otherwife difabled as aforefaid, 
before the faid 26th of Auguft, to 
whom the like relief ought equitably 
to be extended : 

Refolved, That all provifions and 
regulations contained in the faid re- 
folve of the 26th of Auguft, i776,fliall 
extend to all perfons who loft a limb, 
or were otherwife difabled as afore- 
faid in the* fervice of the United Co- 
lonies or States of America, before 
the faid 26 th of Auguft, and fince 
the -commencement of hoftilities on 
the 19th of April, 1775. 

And whereas doubts may arife in 
feme cafes whether certain perfons 
maimed or difabled, and claiming 
penlions, were at the time in the 
fervice of the faid Colonies or States : 
forremoving the fame, 

Refolved, That every commiffioned 
and non-commiffioned officer and pri- 
vate man, who, fince the commence- 
ment of hoftilities as aforefaid, has 
been, ©r hereafter ihall be drawn forth 
for the common defence (and not for 



the fervice of any particular State) or 
who has turned out, or (hall here- 
after turn out, voluntarily to oppofe 
the enemies of the faid United Colo- 
nies or States, upon any fudden at- 
tack or invafion, or upon any enter- 
prize carried on under their autho- 
rity, and in fuch fervice has loft, or 
(hall lofe a limb, or has been, or 
(hall be otherwife difabled as afore- 
faid, (hall be entitled to the penfion 
allowed in the faid refolve of th« 
26thofAuguft, 1776. 

Provided that any fuch commit 
fioned or non-commiffioned officer or 
private men, being found capable of" 
doing guard or garrifon duty, (hall 
be fubjeft thereto, and ferve in the 
corps of invalids when required, or 
on refufing fo to do, (hall be ftruck 
off the lift of penfioners, unlefs the 
perfon fo refufing have a family, or 
be otherwife peculiarly circumftanc- 
ed, and the Governor or Prefident 
and Council of the State he belongs 
to, or in which he refides, are of 
opinion an exception ftiould be made 
in his favour, and an exemption 
granted him from fuch fervice, a 
certificate of .which opinion he (hall 
produce previous to his receiving his 
penfion. 

And whereas it may happen that 
many perfons maimed or difabled a» 
aforefaid, by reafon of their falling 
into the hands of the enemy, the 
deaths of their officers and furgeons, 
or other accidents, may not have it 
in their power to procure the certi- 
ficates required by the afore-men- 
tioned refolve, to intide them to 1 
their penfions: 

Refolved, That in fuch cafes ap-- 
plication be made to the Governor or 
Prefident and Council of the State, 
to which any perfon maimed or dis- 
abled as aforefaid belongs, or irt 
which he refides, and upon (hewing; 
to him or them fatisfadory proof* 
that he was maimed or difabled in, 
the manner before mentioned, and 
producing bis or their certificate 
Q^a thereof* 
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thereof, he mall be entitled to ahA 
receive a penfidn in like manner as 
if he produced the certificates re- 
quired by the faid refolve. 

Extract from the Minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 



EJtft of the French King for raijing 

four millions of life annuities. 
Given at Verfailles in the month of 

November* 1778. 
Jiegifiered in Parliament, AVt>. 27, 

!77 8 - 
Lewis, by the grace of God, King 
of France and Navarre, to all to 
whom thefe prefents mall come, greet* 
ing. What we owe to the fafety of 
our kingdom, to the protection of 
our colonies, and to the dignity of 
our Crowd, having determined us 
to re-eftablifh our marine, we have 
to attain this object made great exer- 
tions ; and have railed it to the 
higheft degree to which it has been 
carried in this century. We have 
not been able fo to do without very 
confiderable extraordinary expences ; 
and they have been inc/eafed by 
events which the circumfhinces of the 
times have given rife to. Obliged 
to convey troops beyond the feas, to 
make great levies of feamen, to fur- 
aim- our arfenals, and to multiply 
the equipments in our ports, nothing 
lefs than an active vigilance, and the 
moft ftrict order in every part of our 
finances, was neceiTary to execute 
thefe defigns, and to fulfil thefe obli- 
gations without the help of any new 
tax; and yet, from the exact and 
jdetailed accounts which we have 
caufed to be laid before us, we have 
obferved, that by a continuation of 
reform and oeconomy, by the atten- 
tion given to feveral neglected 
branches of our revenues, byagreater 
xeferve in the granting of favours, 
by the abfolute refufal both of bur- 
thenfome affairs/and of inferefts ufe- 
lefs in employments, and in the 
finance ; and, in fine, by the benefit 
*f annual extinctions, we 'were thus 



arrived at beShgable tb'balatfce «** 
'■revenues with our ordinary expe**€«#, 
and fo provide for the intereft p3f &fc 
private lorins which have bee* is&dfc* 
: Laftly* we have moreover &eto> 
that independent of the ¥unlb &JSf^ 
tined for reimburfe'ments, w*e fifcgi&l 
ftill have, befides cpr dt&in&f %fit* 
peaces in time of peace, an unaf^O- 
priated revenue equivalent to tTO&t- 
tereft of the new loan which We-'Jft^ 
pofe to open ; we have, by Juft 4ftoW 
trves, determined this loan to -be) 4>f 
annuities for lives, fixing it at &n&n+" 
nual payment of four millions, ^ftC* 
the deduction of one tenth. 

Independent of this help, we-}&l% 
contrived to keep in hand other 1%^ 
fources which will not be* bur&eb*- 
fome to our people, fo that we AyWd* 
defpair of being further able ttT^te- 1 - 
fray the expences of next year, W&k* 
out impofmg any extraordinary "Hat. 
We mould, however, have take** 
that ftep, at Ieaft as far as to pay ^fc 
interest of the new loan, if after t&fe 
exact information we have recerv£d r ci5f 
the fituatibn of our finances, We%fe<t 
judged it neceflary ; for we 'fhttlt il»* 
ways confider it as one of our inbfl^flfc*J6t 
obligation's never to borrow, ^itHbut 
having fecured the intereft *w $Rfc 
lenders, who, trufting tb our JtfU4e% 
and to our good faith, ehable r os^af6t 
to have fecourfe to taxes prbpbrtiba- 
ed to the wants of the Stafe, *tfc« 
weight of which would be too btar- 
therifome to our people. 

We mould have wifhed, wlthbttt 
doubt, to have employed, in ealeof 
our fubjects, the fruits of our tl&Fe- 
rent cecbnomies, and ofth£ ; hfab* 
rious pains which we have' taken : *It 
was Our defign and ourhbpe, and "if 
cirCuiri fiances have put at a diftatace; 
that fatisfactioh, we will not cedfipto 
tend to that end ; for w.e are gtfijfifedL 
neither by motives of ambition; )6pr 
oy the defire'of acquiring newttofc 
feffioris ; content to watch oyer tfte 
happinefs of thofe faithful fubjects 
Which Providence has fubmirtetPto 

our 
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*ur Government, wo find this tafk of 
fufficient magnitude; and animated 
with the defire of fulfilling it, at the 
fame time that we will maintain "with 
all our efforts the glory of our arms, 
we will concur with fatisfa&ion in 
rhere-eftablifrrment of peace as foon 
» it can be reconciled with the into- 
reft of our kingdom, the mainte- 
nance of our rights, and the dignity 
of our Crown. Actuated <by thefe 
and other eaufes, by the advice of 
'onr Council* by our own knowledge, 
'full power, ana royal authority, we 
have, by this prefent, perpetual, and 
irrevocable Edict, declared, ordered, 
and ordained, declare, order, and 
ordain, the following to be our will 
and pleafure ; 

Article I. We have contracted, 
and do hereby contract, for four mil- 
lions of livres, to be actually and ef- 
fectively raifed on annuities for lives, 
which mall be fold and difpofed of to 
bur dear and well-beloved the Mayor 
"and Sheriffs of our good city of Paris, 
ty the CommifTioners of our Council 
which fhall be by us nominated, to 
raife and levy them upon all monies 
'arifmg from our duties on wine and 
Talt, and the five capital duties •, 
and^we 'oblige ourielves to the pay- 
ment of the above arrears at our 
'Royal Treafury, which arrears may 
be acquired either on One life, at the 
rate oftenper cent, per annum, or 
On two lives, at the rate of eight and 
ahalf per annum. The whole with- 
out^ diftinction to age, and at the 
choice of the purchaiers. 

Art. II. The above arrears fhall 
"be'fubject to the retention of one 
tenth mortmain, and exempt from 
every twentieth, the four-pence per 
$>oumd raifed on the firfl twentieth, 
and from every other general impo- 
sition whatever, which may take 
'Jrtace hereafter. 
Art. III. The particular confK- 
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tutions, whicn cannot be left tha» 
ffty litres on a fingle life, and jupoa 
two lives, lefs than forty livres tes 
pence annuities, fhall be made by the 
feid Mayor and Sheriffs, without 
paying regard to age, at the rate of 
ten per cent, on a fingle life, and 
•eight and a half on two lives, to.thofe 
who fhall depofit adequate capitals in 
the hands of Mr. Micault d'Harve- 
lay, Keeper of o«r Royal Treafury, 
for the benefit of fuch purchafers, 
during their own lives, or the lives 
of any other perfons they fhall think 
proper to appoint, and the contracts 
fhall be confirmed before fuch notaries 
at the Chaielet of Paris, as the faid 
purchafers fhall choofe, without any 
•expence to them, as fuch notaries 
fhall be provided by us with reafon- 
able falaries. 

Art. IV. The office of our faid 
Royal Treafury fhall be open, imme- 
diately after the publication of thia 
Edict, to receive fuch capital fums ; 
which fums fhall bear intereft from 
the firft day of that quarter, in which 
fuch capital fums were depofited in 
our Royal Treafury, of which men- 
tion fhall be made in the receipts of 
the faid Keeper of our Royal Trea- 
fury. 

Art. V. The fums necefTary for 
the payment of fuch arrears, fhall be 
remitted in fuch manner as fhall be 
determined on in our Council, to 
pay the faid annuities, from the pro- 
duce of our duties on wine and fait, 
and the five capital duties, as is ufual 
for the payment of the arrears of 
other annuities, whether perpetual 
or for life only, fixed on our faid du- 
ties, and that the faid fums fhall not 
be applied, at any time, to or on 
any account, to any other pnrpofes 
whatever. 

Art. VI. All perfons, of j what 
age, fex, or condition foever, even 
thofe in religious orders, who* may 



* The^ffve capital duties contracted for in Paris, are on liquors, <f« off, 
tobacco, tolls on entering into Paris, and on ftamped paper. 

have 
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have flrVed any fumi of money, may 
puJrchafe the faid annuities, and en- 
ter their contracts in the names of 
fuch perfons as they lhall ehoofe, 
with refervation of pofleffion to them- 
felves, and other claufes and condi- 
tions which they lhall judge proper, 
of which mention lhall be made in 
the receipts of the Keeper of our 
Royal Treafury, empowering them 
to enjoy the fame, during the life of 
the perfon they lhall nominate, either 
in their own perfon or that of others, 
how and in what manner they lhall 
think proper. 

A*t. VXi. The faid annuities lhall 
be paid every fix months, by the Pay- 
master of annuities at the Town- 
hall, in the fame form and manner 
as the other life annuities are 
paid, and conformably to the diffe- 
rent regulations which have been 
made for the proper management of 
the fame; the expence of the pay- 
ment of fuch annuities lhall be palled 
and allowed, without any obftru&ion, 
in the accounts of the laid Pay-maf- 
ters, agreeably to the contract made 
for that purpofe. 

Art. VIII. The annuities eftab- 
lilhed on one life only, lhall be paid 
to the day of the deceafe of fuch per- 
fon on whofe life fuch annuity was 
granted ; and fuch annuities as are 
eUablifhed on two lives, lhall be paid 
until the day of the deceafe of the 
furviving party, tcfuch as lhall prove 
their right thereto, by producing, the 
funeral certificate properly authenti- 
cated, and other necelTary vouchers. 
The annuities granted on the princi- 
pal fums advanced lhall revert to us to 
our ufe folely, fo foon as all the lives 
on which they were granted, lhall be 
expired. 

Art. IX. Foreigners not natura- 
lized, refident in our kingdom, and 
even thofe refident out of our king- 
dom, countries, lands, and lordlhips, 
under our dominion, lhall have li- 
berty, as well as our own fubjecu, to 



purchafethe faid annuities, as alio 
the fubjects of thofe Princes and 
States with whom we may or lhall be 
at war. And we order, in conse- 
quence thereof, that the faid annui- 
ties and arrears, which lhall be due 
to the day of the deceafe of fuch an- 
nuitants, lhall be fecured from the 
capture of all letters of marque and 
reprifals, the rights of efcheatage, 
ballardy, confifcation, or any otSer 
rights belonging to us, which we 
have renounced, and do renounce, 
conformably to what is ordered re* 
(peeling the other annuities at. the 
laid Town-hall, by the Edic"k of tfce 
month of December, 16741 and 
others fubfequent thereto. 

Art. X. If any difpute fhooli 
arife with refpeft to the payment of 
the interelts of the life annuities, or 
as to the term and validity of the re- 
ceipts given by the annuitants, v?e" 
hereby authorife the Mayor and She- 
riffs of our got d city of Paris, imme- 
diately to make a judicial and fum- 
mary enquiry into the fame, .ii$e 
from all expence ; but liable, how- 
ever, to an appeal to our Court of 
Parliament of Paris, which appeal 
lhall not prevent the provifional exe- 
cution of the judgment given by the 
faid Mayor and Sheriffs. We hereby* 
command our trulty and well-belovefi 
counfeliors, who compofe our Par- 
liament at Paris, to caufe this Edi£ 
to be read, publilhed, regiftered, 
and entered on the records, to, be 
obferved and executed according tp 
its form and*tenor, for fuch is oar 
pleafure. And in order to make ft 
for ever the more firm and perma- ' 
nent, we have hereunto affixed pat 

feaI \ 

Given at Verfailles, in the month 

of November, in the year of out 

Lord one thoufand feven hundred 

and feventy-eight, and in the fifteenth 

of our reign. - - 

(Signed) • ' 

Lewis, &c. 

Case. 
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For the Remembrancer, 
C AS E. 

The Deputy Lieutenants and offi- 
cers of the firft regiment of Devon- 
ian* militia having lately, fince they 
have been embodied, met with fome 
obftructions in the execution of the 
militia laws, by parifh officers and 
others refilling to pay the families of 
fubftitutes, hired men, and volun- 
teers, the allowance directed by the- 
militia laws, under pretence that they 
are sot entitled to fuch allowance as 
men chofen by lot -are ; and fome- 
times, inftead of any allowance, the 
overfeers threaten to feize and fell 
their good*, and order their families 
to the parifh workhoufe ; and fome 
Juftices of the peace have refufed to 
make orders for fuch provifion for the 
families of fubftitutes under the above 
idea, while others have made their 
orders for only yd when the com - 
mon price of labour in hufbandry is 
upwards of is. per day. 

You are therefore defired to con- 
fider the feveral militia laws now ex- 
ifting, particularly the zd Geo. III. 
c, 2o. p. 729. and 18 Geo. III. c. 
59. p- 1047. an< * a dvife 

Whether parimes are or are not 
obliged to make the fame provifion 
for the families of fubftitutes, as of 
thofe men drawn by lot; and whether 
the families of both, when embodied 
and in actual fervice, do or do not 
ftand (by the late Act particularly) 
exactly on the fame footing, or 
wherein they differ; and whether 
fubftitutes, volunteers, and hired 
men, have not exactly the fame pri- 
vileges with men drawn by lot; and 
if the Overfeers refufe, and Juftices 
will not inforce the allowance to the 
families of fuch fubftitutes, what is 
the proper, the fhorteft, and fpeedieft 
method to provide for them, and ob- 
tain redrefs. May not the Juftices 
be required to provide for the fami- 
lies of fubftitutes, hired men, and 
volunteers, as for thofe men drawn 
by lot? And whether Juftices can 
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confine the allowance to the propor- 
tion of 9d. only for the wife and each 
child, not exceeding the number of 
children directed T)y 2 Geo. III. 
when the common price of a day*t 
labour in hu/bandry through the 1 
county is not fo littie as is ? 

Anjhver. The fubftitute, volunteer, 
and a hired militia man, are, in re- 
fpect to the fupport of their families, 
entitled to exactly the fame allowance 
as the man drawn by lot, and ferving. 

The 2d Geo. III. f. 81. provides 
for the cafe of families unable to fup- 
port themfelves, by the parent being 
called out into actual fervice, but not 
fo reduced as to be left entirely upon 
the charge of the parim, the allow- 
ance in that cafe is a weekly payment* 1 
equal to the price of one day's labour 
in the diftrict, for the wife, and for 
each child under the age of ten years, 
this allowance is made in aid of their 
fupport. The 18 Geo, HI.' make* 
no proviiion fpecifically for the eafc 
of the families becoming chargeable 
to the parifh, which by both Acts il 
fuppofed to be fufficiently provided 
for by the antecedent laws for the re* 
lief of the poor ; but, in order to 
induce the Overfeers and Magiftratea 
to be liberally attentive to fuch fa- 
milies who become chargeable by the 
parents employment in the public 
fervice, the parifhes are to b'e reliev- 
ed of one half of the expence by the 
county at large. 

The Juftices are bound to make 
the allowance fpecified in the zd 
Geo. III. and where the ordinary 
price of labour is is. they have no 
right to reduce the allowance to $&> 
the refufal to make any order in the 
cafe of families becoming chargeable, 
or requiring the aid fpecified in the 
id Geo. III. or the not making an 
order to the extent the Act directs, 
are a neglect of duty, for which the 
Juftice is anfiverable in ihe fame 
manner as for any other wilful ne- 
glect in the execution of his office* 
The proceeding to correct thefe -nel 
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$1c£U h noe very fpeedy, but is very it is the very opinion, I Jhould, fiave 
feverc ; and the prudence, as well as expe&ed. But how it cpald fumifh 
the duty of the Magi Urate, will, in 
general, prevent him from cxpofing 
aimfclf toiu 

Al> Wedde*bourn- 
*jibj*nr, 1778- 

¥*r the Remembrancer. 

Observations o» /£* preceding 

Opinion, and on the Militia 

" -&AWS/' In a Letter from one 

(Quntry Jujiice to another* 

. Dear Sir, '......'■. 

"T Received your favour of the 20th 
1 inftant, witji a copy, of the A. 
G/s opinion (if it "oft really his 
opinion) or anfwer, or mandate, 
or, whatever you pleafe to call it : 
1 am obliged to you for fo parly a 
compliance; with my rejyieft, as I 

acknowledge I had a eupofi-ty which afjerdon, or admit ofl 'the .'inter- . 
bordered on impatience ■,. to fee on pretation contended for. I fed not 
yhaV grounds if was poffible to dp- the leait article of claim* or tith to 
port t fc grange and nov^el, a doctrine,, relief, in either cafe, via. that of 
as that " Thei denomination, of our, fuhfiitutts or (f allot udmtn, but whar 
•'*' ppoiy riqj: their particular circuta- r originates from the circumftapcesof 
<*. ftances .or. neceflities, ihall deter- the family the compajTioaof tihe 
£VmIne..tae'm»giftrate in that.a£t,, parifti officers, and the discretion of 
«* in which jujHce calls as , loudly; the. magistrate ;— « 'tis true,, indeed, 
€t upon l>ira on the one hand, as : the relief given on thofe occafioiu 
V humanity on the other, for the, differs from that which is given in 
' iirgngeii exertion of his prudence common cafes under the ordinary 



matter fbr.fo long and warm a debate 
(as yoft fay it did) between gentle- 
men.. oj tic firft rank in, thtf county* 
in point of underftan<ling and abili- 
ties as, well as ftation, who ought to 
be as uniform in their viewsi as 
they are united in their " duty and 
in their interefts, I cannot eafity 
conceive.^— I have read over the 
opinion, and the ftatutes x>« which 
it is /aid t f o he founded*, with allthe 
attention I could exert ; with all tbe 
little judgment I could poffibly 
mufter^up on the occafjon ; and, I 
am fure, with all the candour and 
impartiality which becomes an en- 
quirer after truths and J acknow- 
ledge I cannot fee a fingte cJaufe, 
line, or even word, in. either of the 
ftatutes, which will .^juftify the 



f* and &fcretic,n." I have feen.it, 
?tnd am fatisfied. — And now, : my, 
dear Sir, Ifhallobey your commands, * 
for fuch. your requefts will .ever be 
IK) me,, by : giving you (unequal as 
J feel niyfelf to the taik of combating 
fnch higli authorities) my fenttments 
on the queftion, with that freedom, 



direction of the poor r Iaws, in that 
it doe* not fubjeft thofe who receive 
it to thofe difquaJificatipns or dif* 
franchifements (if you will allow the 
term), which an ordinary pauper 
legally incurs, when /he. becomes 
burthen fome to a pariih ; nor (as I 
think) ; to that mode of treatment by 



vhicn becomes an Engii/hman 9 and worlchoufes, and feizure of effects, 

a. man^rown grey in the fprvice of to which the parifh-officer, in poifit 

Jis, country,— J£ muft however pro- of law, may, and frequently, in point 

^life, that I cannet altogether concur of prudence ought to have recourfe 

with you in the epithets, by ; \vhich in other cafes — (for I confider that 

you characterize, this curious paper : power as a judicious provision to 

^-extravagant if you pieafe, bi}t, awaken the induftry, cheak the info- 

circumftances confidered, furely not lence, and puniih.the idlenefs an4 

extraordinary: it is apparency the diifcpation orthofo voluntary paupers, 

fery opinion, which was foiicijed^ whi^l\conftitutrby mucb tlie.laigeifc 
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^fart jrff AeyWy .mftaerous^tfeffd'bf Mr yourtAf <[W itftfefed you fer* Ko; 
pariA'i^rtfi^^r^Ihl^fiJ I<*readily "W^fto^tytwdff^Tdwn 
XOAG*r with tfhe ^e%toett r *|e>ifcf(*n*an - «#fMf bH«M ffcSfe &ucy 'EtatfilMnen , 
>*tuf this ftfendi;' and tHis '^inc^le *wh6 wHl, 'An fp&e^adr^dthbtfties, 
4ai^«^Stty'io^ftarit>ute^f^eibh, "a* litfg sfe toy ffecllkies Will '^rrnit 
•*AA*^cr-'I have had ' 1 oec*&eh to ^m*. AhA'if T'fifbuM be'To^Unfor- 
fttttiatfe' b«tw<eii parim-dfficeYs -"Ahd tttnate as.'td'frncT- your fentitrfeHtt on 



*Ute' Jtahifte* of inilitia men, - ; lbttg 

tfeftto 3 -had the honour ■ iof His 

' ttirtf&iotts tipdn the fiibjecl :— but 

$tik FlJeny,' that there is anv Arch 

ifateg fts rftf/lA, or /«7* tOTeHeT, on 

£e pairt even of the draw"tt-m&h, 

Wick fefs of the volunteer or fubfti- 

tnfe, but What' originates 'from cir- 

*4orftf&hce5 r (*he circumA&hces, I 

flfteaKr, In which the family of the 

iflKttiafthMn h left) j 'or 'that the 

* tefeiifrate is by any declaration of 

TOkgiflatare, in the exerclfe of this 

*>*& of his office, divefteci of his 

;$bwer;of den&dthe ufeofhis judg- 

,)tHAt&d difcretion ; more £ofitively 

IRA ioTdeny that Grange pofition, 

Ait the Aa of the latt fcffion of 

: Paflii*hent " has placed the volun- 

•*■ tee* and ihe -fribftitute on the fame 

:w fcrtrand occupied by the ballotted- 

: * ,r n«ttt, under the authority aiid 

-trltMHori of the fecom* 6F George 

s* lily ch.xx, f. 8 1.— " a portion 

jwft Warranted by all the MiHtk 

■mWi fwt together ; l)y letter, fpirit, 

**r etfen by implication, or ^ofliWe 

'^Seduction. 

tc:t AnA h this (methinks I hear you 
*yj aH- the authority I am to have 
: W my fatijrfaclion in this'enqnirv ? 
v A*e in^ ideas to be formed, my 
; lWgmeht influenced, anti perhaps 
'Vif tfk&kx regulated, by the bokl 
'Wemeny the ftm^le opMon (I do 
: 4$t3Kea3i tdp&yfcpon the word) of 
'-IT-Mll 'citimiry JiiJHce y who has the 
JRMtfiffe to deny that privilege to 
HfcC gr«rt {a™* learned fcge, the 
ffcAt Of the few ?~-Nb, Sir, I am 
"&t To trnreafbnable as to expett it. 
Jfybupfleafe we wil! now turn to 
ttfc fl&tute* themfelves, and fee 
;*hether tfcev <peak the fame Ian- 
$tufce dr cot : there yon wiil judge 



■the 'firbje^'dijfferent'frohi -mltfey. you 
'"wiB* pardOn : me'; tyit, highly"as' I 
' think of you, it 'may mortify my 
vanity, arid not* ealily g«*t the ; fcetter 
Of my obftinacy.— Wrfl then; my 
good friend, fay yiut, I hope you 
nave , taken care that this fame 
bbftina'cy- of ydurs is pretty I well 
grounded.— I truft I have; whether 
yon Jhall think (b or not, will/ as 
you fometimes Iky 6h Aich occafions, 
depend iipon conriiygehcies ; I am 
not afraid, hdwever, to 'Venture on 
the experirriVht. ' * 

The only paflages with wnich w« 
have any concern are ch. xx; f. Si. 
of the fecond of his prefent Majefty, 
and the laft claufe Hut five (I do not 
know how to mark it otherwife at 
Jfrefent) of the Aft >to amend and 
render mere tffifl%&l t &c. paHed at 
the chfe of the laft feffion of : Parlia- 
ment. The firfiTis totally' fjleni with 
refptR to fubftitdtei^, hired men (if 
there be any difference between fcb- 
ftitutes arid hired men, or any thfrig 
irt the diftin£ion more than the mere 
redundancy of the ^laW-languageL 
and volunteer, fcfcclufive of fuch as 
were entered arid 1 enrolled ih either 
of thofe charaftcrs previous to the 
22'd day of May, 1760; and may 
therefore at this" period be faid ' to 
relate (with very few exceptions 
indeed, to which exceptions I have 
always paid proper attention) to the 
families of baHotted or drawn men 
only. And what does it fay ? — Let 
it fpeak for itfelf — " if any militia 
" man, who ihall have been ac- 
*' cepted and enrolled as afubftitute, 
" hired man or volunteer, 'before 
" the twenty-fecond day of May, 
" one thouiand feven hundred and 
*' fixty 5 or if any militm-man^ who 
Jl «« iliai.I 
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*f malt have been thofcn by tec 
** whether before or after the twenty- 
" fecond day of May, one thoufaad 
t€ feven hundred and forty, fhall, 
"when embodied and called out 
." into actual fervice and ordered to 
"march, leave a family unable u 
f s fupport tbemfel<ves 9 the Overfeer 
." or Overfeen of the poor of the 
" parifh, tything, or townfhip, 
?',. Avbere tbe family of/ucb militia- 
f' 1 man Jball dwell, mall, by order 
"r offome ont 'Juftia r of tbe peace , out 
*' of die rates for the relief of the 
"poor of fuch parifh, tything, pr 
€t townfhip, pay to fuch family a 
" weekly allowance, according to 
" the ufual and ordinary price of 
" labour in hulbandry, within the 

V faid county, riding, divifion, di- 
*' ftrift, or place, where fuch family 

/' v Jbmll dwell, by the following rule : 

V that is to fay, for one child under 
" the age often years, any fum not 
4< exceeding the price of one day's 
t( labour ; for two children, not 

V exceeding the age aforefaid, any 
*' fumjirt exceeding the price of two 
'* days labour; for three or four 
" children, not exceeding the age 

V aforefaid, any f urn not exceeding 
€l the prke of' three days laboor ; 
4t for five or more children, any fum 
'* nofixceeding the price of four days 
* * labour ; and for the wife of fycb 
" militia-niaa, any furn not exceed - 

V ing the price of one day's labour ; 
" and in every parifh, tyrhirig, or 
" townfhfp, where the money ar'if- 
* c ing by fuch rates fhali not be 
*< fufficientfor the purpofe aforefajd, 
" a new rate or rates fhall be made 

V for raifing a fum fufficient for that 
€t purpofe ; and every fucb weekly 

V allowance fhall be forthwith reim- 
• f biirfedto theOyerfeerorQverfeers 
*f of fuch parifh, tything, or town- 
?« fhip, by the Treafurer of the 
** county, riding,, or place, where 
?■ fucli parifh, tything, or town fhip, 
f fhall be fituate, out of the public 
*< Hock of fuch county, riding, or 






«• plat*!'— Now, Sir, I maft j 

you to keep your eye upon i^ 

of expref&on, apt som m* 4 

ftfr. and then tell me wk*t, 

plain and obvious 

this, bat that the, Ju/Hce 

hit ordinary difcrctioa to , _ 

whether the family (b left bfe;l 

not, proper objects of relief,- 

the provifion of the clajrib j.j 

be not, *' unable to foppemt 

felves. M r-JDoe* not then tie ' 

to the allowance Jiere fbued ' 

and truly arife, at I, have ftH»t.-^ 

fhe circurnftances and neceffh i ^ jl 

the family, and not fimpjy &omi 

denomination or characl^r $T 

hufband or the father who. 

a wife or children behind 

'< when called oat into a6hta) 

" vice," able or notable**/ 

tbemfelvef ;— in mort, i» the 

ance to be made by/ way of 

for the better fupport of the f*x$lf* 1 

pr is it a mere honorary penjkra? \ ♦"- 

The claufe (with reverence .fcfefjt*' 

fpoken) is, it mnft {je IWW* 

rather aukwafdly worded ; bfot^ 

I think it wjll fcarce be faid, 

{he part affigned to the mj ~ J 

in this tranfaclion js merely, ol 

that the JufUce is no more, ti 

machine in the hands, of AjS^ 

pfficer (a low mechanic, pt " 

an illiterate farmer) wnofe [ 

and commands he is on f&ts i 

to receive an4 obey ; that the 

fhall fay to the former* * 

** require you to order mt 

t$ fuch fumt out of pdje^c 

M property, as I fhall 

V you^'—The idea is ^ s ^ 

ludicrous : — To be ferious |hepfeB|5; 

this claufe feems to me tq Jbe;«w^ f 

of a feilric~Hve r than a dedaptfl|f 

and imperative nature; and tO^ber 

defigned as a chec^ on ^he Ub«a8t^" 

(or, if you will, tne extravagance) J^f' 

a magiflrate, who ^av;ng (as f '« 

fometimes the cafe) but a frnaH 

property of his own, mi^it occa^K 

ally be Induced to be profafe a^l" 
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larifli of that ^pf Us county, on 
which the burthen is ultimately to 
fall, rather than to require, or to 
empower him, to draw a difcretron 
on the purfes of his more opulent 
neighbours.— This, I own, is the 
idea fuggefted to me by the feveral 
proportions therein ftated, as well 
as by the words already fo often 
cited, " ihall leave families unable 
to fopport themfelves." Not that 
I an by any means admit this 
claufe to be fo far reftri8i*ue t as to 
difable the magiftrate from granting 
more extenfive relief to the families 
of militia-men abfent on duty, if 
particular diftrefles or their real 
neceffities fhall require it ; but I am 
fure it is not fo far compulfivc as to 
exact from him orders for relief in 
thdfe, or any other proportions, whe- 
ther it be wanted or not. 

I could remind you, but I think 
I need not, of fome very extraor- 
dinary in (lances which happened 
when the militia were laft embodied ; 
when under this miftaken idea of 
claim or title, this county was 
borthened with the payment of 
amazing fums to the families of 
ferjeants and others whofe circum- 
ftances approached nearer to affluence 
than want ; the ftory of the filver 
tankard, purchafed by one of them 
at his return ont of thefe allowances, 
is they were called, and inferibed 
*iliti* t was then in every one's 
mouth. When the militia waa a 
nttv and unexperienced thing, this 
cafe was perhaps more' likely to 
occur than it is at prefent. You 
cannot have forgot how fenfibly 
this burthen was felt: what reflec- 
tions it occafioned, and what watm 
and foirited remooftrances it drew 
from iome gentlemen of rank, whofe 
property, as the moft cohfiderable, 
was the moft feverely affected by 
it: thofe heats have, indeed, long 
face happily fubfided ; but it furely 
behoves us to wifh and to ufr ooV 
heft endeavours, * th$t there aeve* 



may be in -future any occafidn to 
rekindle them* 

So much for the A£ of the feconoV - 
of the King ; let us now, if you 
pleafe, turn to that of the laft feffion 
of Parliament, which gave rife to 
this curious opinion > and in cemfe- 
quenceofitto the very difagreeable 
buiinefs you fo pathetically lament* 
The words of the only claufe in that 
Alt which relates to this matter, you 
know, are thefe, "*' whereas the 
" families, of fubftitutes, hired men, 
1 * or volunteers, ferving in the militia 
" when embodied or called out into 
€t actual fervice and Ordered to 
" march, may become chargeablt to 
t€ the parijbes to which they belong % * 
" be it therefore enacted by die 
" authority aforefaid, that one half 
" of the allowance made to fuch 
" families fhall be reimburfed to 
** the Overfeer or Overfeers of the 
** parifh, tythlngi or townfhip, when ' 
** the family of any fuch fubftitute, 
<* hired man, or volunteer, jhall - 
1 ' become chargeable > by the Treafurer 
M of the county, riding, or place, 
M in which fuch parifh, tything, or". 
'■« townlhip, lhall He."— The pofi- 
tion drawn, or rather extorted from 
thefe plain words by the learned 
refpbndent, is this, " the fubftitute, 
" volunteer, and hired militia-man, 
" are, in refpecY to the fupport of 
" their families, entitled to exactly 
€t the fame allowance as the man 
" drawn by lot, and ferving." — 'Can: 
you fail to remark fomething fingu* 
larly modeft in the ftile of this. 
anrwer ? None of your *' 7 conceive 3 * ' 
c « or « / apprehend" or " / am of 
€t opinion ;' r that* is beneath our 
*\ dignity; but the fubftitute, voFun- 
•« teer, ice. are entitled,"— Sic vol6 t . 
ficjubeo\ laconic^ and decifive >-*- ' 
I an) ill ift the J vein for pleafantry t 
upon my word the fubj«<t is much 
too ferious for it ; but yet f cannot 
help thinking of Jack Cade, in 
ShakefpNeare*3,Henry Vl, (part z+ aft 
4,-fcene7,)' w I ha?e thonghx «pon 
R a it; 
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" iu; if iliaUbe.fc , ,my mouth Hull 
** be trie Parliament of England." 
— Ijhis^ decree is followed, you fee, 
by j& recital of the $ i Jl feftion -of cii. 
xx.ofthe 2nd ol" George II f, with 
annotations, critical and explanatory, 
" unable to fup port thtmtelvcs, &*/ 
** 40/^ reduetd as to be left entirely 
♦ f to the caarge of the pan Hi." 
Parliament ;s much indebted to the 
gentleman for his illurbation ot their 
meaning ; and we are under no feJs 
^1. -ligation tor his friendly aid eg our 
vejije underJbno^ngs.— 1 need not 
remind you of theeullom among the 
Wjuchefter fchopl-boys in making 
ihej/ excrcifes, to apply to a clafs- 
majeibr_/lvr/£j I pre fume the Teamed 
gentlemaji imagined this to be. a 
v ct j, ra ce q ua 1 i tka tion r amen g coun tr y 
} u ft ices, and was.tlyereWe willing, 
kindly to frtpply the deleft without 
folicitat.lon. 1 mufl not fofe, fight 
of, this elucidation, I mav poiiibly 
w;ini to make fome ufe of it before 
J have done ; I caauot, however help 
remarking, in the mean time, on 
the excellence of ; hat kind of proof 
oficfcmblance, .which is drawn from 
di&inilarity; but to- return to the 
el auie j never was. u i fg^e pie m ore 
unJuckily deduced, concinJjon lefs 
warranted by promifes ; is there a 
ft n gle, fe n tence , li ne , or c ven w ord 
in it, .whkh points at .this CQnftruc- 
uon i No, 1 will be bold to lay, 
not a fy liable which fpeaks or can 
even be made to fpeak fuch a mean- 
ing; f not "the leaft. reference to the 
8 ill feft, of ch. fctj, of the t nd 
G surge III; n o t . . o n e wherem , t hcre^ 
r ? t mtMJett tnlj &/' drawn-men in that 
iUuJ} l It: it enatted tkat be/ictjhr- 
wafiii Jiihjtitutn, % 'iWfc/^jeTj, and 
>i;ed-Jt;t.tt 1t jhall ! in tejjujl tv relief 
leSQufidcred fxasij iujhfj lum* light, 
as, d#awx*me/i i oa, the, contrary, 
the. manife ih d i|ii n i ftioa . made by 
rejfpij, and equity- between thefub- 
<U;ute and the drawn-man, one the 
Jcldier.of choire, the other of ne- 
woifity, is evidently prefcrved by the 



law. In a word, the lad A& leaver 

the families of the fubftitutc*, and 
the vqfunteov juft where it found 
them, under the and of George I If, 
to be provided for by the known 
law* oi their country ; but PaHta- 
,mem humanely confidering, that 
the wives and children of fubftitutef, 
&C. mufl eat* as well as tbofe of 
drawn-men ; and fore feeing that 
^rcit part, if net the whole of 
their fupporti when the hufband and 
the father, the principal fource of 
it, mould be taken from them, mull 
probably fall on the parimes n <w£/c6 
ihe^ kehngy not tvhtre they dwell 9 



h 



as m the former Aft (that diitin£tton 
is worth your obferviug} j and jttfUy 
concluding that this mutt bring a 
very heavy burthen on parishes, 
many of whofc thoughtlefs inhabit- 
ants mould facriflee their conjugal 
and parental duties ^nd atfe&ioiis 
to military ghry % or a tempting 
pr#?ftium ; enatted* that ** one lialf 
of the allowance made" (whatever 
that allowance ihould be) for the 
fupprn of <* fuch famtlies" mould 
" be reimburf^d to the pariiVoiricer, 
" by th^Tfeafurer of the county." 
So that in facl the proviilon made 
by the lalt Aft, U not by any means 
a provifion for better rellet of the 
poor of any denomination whatever, 
(a matter long fmce fuiijdently fc* 
cured, and fufficiently kuovvn and 
underwood,) but really and truly fcr 
the rejief of pari the** «l rained or their 
handicrafts-men and labourers by the. 
fervice t*f , their country, and the 
exigencies. oi the times* Give me 
leave jufl to add, that the idea 
r afcnbeu to theclaufeln the Ad of 
the 1 3th of George 111, could not 
poJIibly be the idea of Parliament, 
otlierwife they wen Id never have, 
permitted it to receive the folemn 
: f*uftlon of their approbation in 
.ttrins fo inexpreflive of, Co inade- 
quate, nay, ib # contrary to their 
meaning. 

£o much fur the A£U ; with 
regard 
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regard *9 &ft W*a*n^ - .par* of . fo v fwjA epn<$*ned fo^ f or, &A$fe : 
^$J?'f^ % mo ** c .tyjWPtlfa&i wh -S ^HiW* fold us;,the.aa»fl» 
Ju$$e$ J»>t^/»m. %p%Ba^)hn.,a ,.an^c3f^^tto^a/w^puq^- , 

,a fl^ri.?85^^i.» t ^ .^fif:;'yX c ^Jf:*; me * 4t w,tn w ™ch we are fa be : 
anjfgui tapir cpMaett)^m^t^ |^n^ /0n*vfff^?— Y£hatL-ase..jKC_to * W-" 
xi$&L fe^QnaJtdep Viijfo neceJ^^ r ! fri${hted, . ljke, A children v^tli. \|h^ ^ 
or^fe^le^K I (as f^iof^l^ppote^;., noijfenfc of, ^.ftiujfc, ,*? r j$ a gs*4 
W W- % e *W9 VS£ a M|fVAk W-. : bo >V ?/» W fe*U fee, whafc I .m'ill dp 
rt i finjxreiy* be^vf /withu^to you ?" — Parience> >y; yoiv Jeay* 

-^'ma^f^e^ &r ( ,no. ...a ciomenq. ; £ thjs*la*gttage,iW b* 

itig, h#t ,t>us^p^ioa .. upijm thei^pit di$n^refitdfpnm4pkte^ fr 
- a,4ajg£e4,^,.th^pi,le -facriJfcft ,(o . great* a;; parr, ef tthetf 

FWV, .Wfcr&JW* mV ^neal .Md^wJtyWV.i^^tly . > portion oi* . 
fiiw^coj^ JO fee itjp t&^; : th^ar- heajjtk, , to thft jfiyrvi^.^f $* 
b^\*^r»fpe& to U^ jtiuttfn, it ..-.puJUw tIl a»^^ift .even ^Mifc.ja, be 
re^to^a^r^ter 4<?grf^of hiwulfty, cabled upto,Jfl;p*t:.thiir lives.Wthc 
< *a. J 9RW* Wlf^iW 1 ,°C ;Wfc*> thaijt : ha:*«id, ^-i^ : $$ { caj£ pf '^K>t»and 
^*^^ji: a iif»^^^i^ r v4f *Y*n ~P n & c r$^fon<$hiA*Wy ofwho**, 
nc W?H? ^ a fy r *fii*** t notify f ary ( gqnilemen of t|he t i^-ft .r«y*J$ aai 
tb^$;$ffeiyesaV^ r$fp#iy* *o*«<ie% '. 

^ftiwVfiWA.r,^ :.-„••■ .^w^«^«^hfyw^^;iMSwBe|yvno5, 

CSf.jrou,. forget the,. wor^^I JM^e^nragy, it#pjfears,#> rae,o* . 
Mtonfciti.-rT" The . juftipe^^afe, rbe.jpfwni^^iyuriou^aR^^^Mff l 
"#**& *?.- "#*■ /^' :*(fmWt*< jtd t -cjreiy;xpftgiftratein ^ I»»g4o», ^ 
**^<c^^<^ (^ugJtweoWer^ajfew. 3 and ; ;q?nieqBW J y; .&> *boy(e, very ■> 
%&* before,; told w&at fariiang^nt igei»^me^ whO'-.-jivcfe.', tap4 Jm- , 
hai^d^e.ta'/*^ t%e : maf Utaue*, me^tcJjyr^^^raed.iill^V^fiiiiott. ', 
to be liberally attentive 'to. fu^ii /; r . :; l&Sfy, -dear .£fo ¥ .' ". 
tyfljfe-ft, '^^h^refaOjl^Vmakf , iYp^fti^U^aJ^^piiwv - 
<v Wn W^^ n che ^ ca %nP^ JMWtet <« -..:.■ r: ■ *Xw4.« 4 ftmnKfek if 

** W^W} n g. c ^ ar ^ eab ^or ; j^quii5ng, ^ ( . % -ij:;::.-j- •;:. .. ■ ..1 • ,.* "i„ , 

"■#V ; * ld : fp«iled : ui tl) e ^ppf J l? r §*-iQ» lOQ^ng overly le»«r» ; 
f *-V«°fiR HI, or the.fipt ^m^w.ng : I aJn^all^Ap fpmej ik?«bj:, whe^ec * 
" aft;flrderr to the eict^c the- : AtX,* JL .|t^ 9 i^gv(Hen|ly; ^explained; ^y. . 
( ^#?P s h are ; a nW^.^iAW^'rfW^WWB ift.-wJjw.^.iwe fti4: wi4 r 
u mr P »cWclx theJui^^i's^nfiYeraW^^-TeUtipniito^Uw: «/» ViSfi v^ tpisQe pjf 
u W^th^ iame manner, a^ ( for .any, th^ %n4i0f* Q^prge II< -M^idpa of 
" o^ Avilful negLea, in tjua ..ejc- that matret .is t; t^a,t /tfce,cfcii$e.*| i> 
•' (ej^rtibri, of his oT&je^t^r^pro- far reftrjdivei- and tf» "%j o^y^ : »» * 
*' 4S?*&& tocprredt the^ ( ne^Je^s'^ ; re^we^ ,j:p:, &«tiCOunt f y ckafg** £ it 
fr^WS^ as wcii.have fpo^erputj, and /point?; mt -tlKuupaoit extenf of th^ . 
**%,/ .*' to correct thefe-, oourip-y; ti fums liable/to be : re1piburfed by th^ . 
pr^tt ;** but I .will not .aggravate ; Treafurer ;tp the paji(h officer, j but 
iiMJ^d *I have no need/or u)^-" is not dieeytenjc' of the reliefs wjiicli 
"vWVvery fpeedy, but it i % 'very .-, may ; . be,, inadequate to th^ real 
"^^aofltlicprflflepcc, a^j weU wants qf the family ; the. reft r if 
<c ^ the duty ? of the magiftrate more be bona fide necejTary,, to- be 
" yjfiL, in general, prevent him .from borne byit^ve pari.ih : at the ikme 
"^cxpofing himielf to it.'!— - time it does not prefcribe, to- the 



_btily terrific truly! but iinne- Juftice.for any fun* vytiateyer more 
wljat, vague. If the gen tie ma a is chan he deem* to be juit and 

.neccflary^. 
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necetfary, but for any fum onfy 
which he (ball think right, net ex- 
cttiing the proportions fpccxfied in 
the Aft. 

By tht Earl of Carlisle, Sir 
HihryGmnton,**^ Willi am 
Ed**, Eft. bis Majeftfs Com- 
mijEentrs, Cifr. He. &c. 

A PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas in pnrfuance of an Art, 
made and palled in the eighteenth 
year of hi* Majefty's reign, entitled, 
«« An Aft to enable his Majefty to 
appoint Commiffioncrs, with luffi- 
cient powers to treat, confult, ani 
agree, upon the means of quieting 
the diforders no*fubfifting in certain 
of the colonies, plantations, ami 
provinces, in North America"—. 
his Majefty has been .pleafed to 
authorife and empower us, by Pro- 
clamation under our refpeftive hand* 
and feals, from time to time, as we 
Hull fee conveni fcnt, to fufpend the 
operation and eflift of a certain A0t 
of Parliament, made and parted H 
the fixtenth yertr of his Majefty* s 
reign, f6r prohibiting all trade ami 
intercourfe with certain colonies and 
plantations therein named, and for 
. purpofes therein^ alfo mentioned, or 
any of the provifions, or reftriftiona 
therein contained, and therein to 
fpecify at what time and places 
refpeftively, and with what excep- 
tions ana reftriftions, and under 
what paiTes and clearances, in lieu 
of thofe heretofore directed by any 
Aft or Afts of Parliament, for regu- 
lating the trade of the colonies and 
plantations the (aid fufpenfion and 
Proclamation, in the fame manner 
and form to annul and revoke* 

And whereas his Majefty, in pur- 
suance of the faid hYft recited Aft, 
has been farther pleafed to authorife 
and empower us, from time to time, 
as we (nail judge convenient, to 
fufpend in any places, apd for any 
time during the continuance of the 
iaid firft recited Aft, the operation 
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and effeft of any Aft or A&» of Par* 
Hament, which have pafled fince the 
tenth day of February, 1763, and 
which relate to any of the colonies, 
provinces or ^plantations, therein 
mentioned, fo far as the fame 
relate to them or any of them, or 
the operation and effeft of any 
claufe or any provifion, or other 
matter, in fnch Afts contained, fo 
far as fuch claufes, provifions or 
matters, relate to any of the faid 
colonies, provinces or plantations. 

And whereas the diforders fill! 
continuing in part of the province of 
New- York, and the hoftilities fub- 
(ifting between his Majefty *s fubjefts 
of this port, and thofe of the neigh- 
bouring provinces for the prefent 
prevent our framing and infbtuting. 
a commercial plan on thofe liberal 
principles on which Great Britain 
wifhes to re-unite with the American 
Colonies ; we are neverthelefs defirous, 
until fuch a plan can be eftablifhed 
on a large and permanent bafts, to 
give all immediate relief and fecurity 
to the trade carried on by his 
Majefty's loyal fubjefts at the port of 
New-York. 

We therefore find it convenient 
to fufpend, and do hereby from the 
date of this Proclamation, fufpend 
fo much of the aforefaid Aft of 
Parliament, made and pafled in the 
iixteenth year of his Majefty's reign, 
for prohibiting all trade and inter* 
courfe with certain colonies, provin- 
ces, and plantations therein named, 
as prevents the exportation of goods 
formerly allowed to be (hipped from 
this port to Great Britain, Ireland, 
Newfoundland, Quebec, Rhode- 
Iflahd, Eaft and Weft Florida, and 
the Britiih Weft-Indies ; the articles 
of ftores and provifions, naval and 
military ftores excepted ;. and we dq 
hereby Authorife the officers appoint- 
ed in the Proclamation ilGied by his 
Excellency Sir William Howe, on 
the 171* July, 1777, to grant per- 
mifliofc for the loading and due ex- 
portation 
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jiortaridn of fuch firft mentioned 
goods to the places aforefaid, under 
the reftridions and regulations made 
and fet forth in the laid Proclama- 
tion. 

And whereas his Majeftv, in pur* 
fuance ot the faid firft rented Ad of 
Parliament, has been farther pleafed 
to authorife and empower us, to 
grant pardon or pardons to any num- 
ber or defcription of perfoas within 
the colonics, provinces, or planta- 
tions, mentioned in the faid Act, 

And whereas, by an Ad of Parlia- 
ment made and pa£ed in the foen- 
feenth year of his Majefty's . reign, 
entitled, " An Ad to authorife the 
carrying of the captures therein men- 
tioned, into any port of his Majefty's 
dominions in North America; and 
for afcertaining the value of fuch part 
of fhips and goods as belong to the 
captors," — it is [ena&ed, tl^at the 
perfons appointed by his Majefty, to 
grant pardons, may grant his licence 
or warrant, authoriJing any captors, 
or any other perfons in their behalf, 
ro carry the captures therein defcrib- 
rd, into any harbour or place in any 
of his Majefty's dominions :— -r 

We do frereby give full licence and 
warrant to the Commanders of his 
, Majefty's fhips and veflels of war, 
and to all others legally and properly 
authorised, to make the captures de- 
scribed in the above mentioned Act, 
to fend all fuch captures to the ports 
©f New-York, and Newport in 
Rhode-ifland : and we further de- 
clare, that fuch captures, or any part 
of fuch captures, after condemnation 
as lawful prize, may be exported in- 
to and landed in Great Britain, or 
any other of his Majefty's dominions, 
upon payment of the fame duties, 
and fybjed to the fame reftritfions, in 
all other refpects, as the fame now 
are fubjed to by the faid recited Ad ; 
the officers appointed in the Procla- 
mation of his Excellency Sir William 
. Howe, afore mentioned, granting 
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fuch licences for the- faid exporta- 
tion s, as we (hall dired. 

And we further declare, that thit 
Proclamation fhall commence from 
the date hereof, and continue to be 
in force for three kajendar months, 
from the faid date, or until we (hall 
think proper to annul and revoke it. 

And purfuant to his Majefty's com- 
miftion, we hereby call upon all. offi- 
cers, civil and military, and all other 
his Majefty's loving fubjeds,* to be 
aiding and aflifting unto us in the 
execution of this our Proclamation, 
and of other matters herein contain- 
ed. 

Given under our hands and fealt 
in New-York, 26th September, 

1778. 
* (L. S.), Carlisle. 

(L,. S.) Hen. Clinton* 
(L. S.) Wm. Eden. 
By their Excellencies Command, 
Adam Ferguson, Secretary* 

MANIFESTO 

AND 

PROCLAMATION. 

To the Members of the Congreft* 
the Members of the General Af- 
femblies or Conventions of the 
feveral Colonies, Plantations and 
Province* of New Hampfhire, 
Maflachufett's bay, Rhode-ifland, 
Connedicut, New- York, New- 
Jerfey, Pennfylvania, the Three 
Lower Counties on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Caro- 
lina, South Carolina, and Georgia, 
and all others, inhabitants of the 
faid Colonies, of every rank and 
denomination. 

By the Earl of Carlisle, Sir 
HenrV Clinton, and Wil- 
liam Eden, Efq. Commiffion- 
m appointed by his Majefty, 
in pursuance of an Ad of Parlia- 
ment, made and patted in the 18 th 
year pf his Majefty's reign, to 
enable his Majefty to appoint 
Commifiioaers to treat, confult, 

and 
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and «gree tipcM' file means 
quieting the 4iibrder$ now -ftibfift 
wg is certain of the 'Colonies, 
j Plantations, fend Provinces in North 
^America. • \ ' :; - -• # 

Having amply and reputedly made 
' Jcriown to *he Corigrefs, <and ; havmg 
alio proclaimed to the inhiibltaritt of 
W^rtn-Atnericft in genera^ the bene- 
volent overtures of Gteat 'Britain to- 
wards a re^riiron and ^oalkiOn* Mth 
?Jie* Colonies, *ve" do ■rtbtfctilhk it 
t confifteht either With tfce thHy we #c 
f to onr country; or^ith-a jfcnVfegard 
» to the. di*rtBft«rs we' r bear^ to 1 'peiflft 
in holding out offers, which, in onr 
ttefimation, required only* fol&knWn 
, to to moft £ratefcfly -aofcepted : and 
we have accordingly, excepting only 
the CortJthaftder in CKLef, who will 
• toe^ktsrirfe'd 'by military duties, re- 
folyedto retwrn to England, a few 
weeks after the date of this Matiifefto 
- ftod Proclamation. 

Previous* -however to this decifive 
ftep, we are led by a juit -anxiety, for 
the great objects of our mifliqn, .to 
Enlarge on fome points wmch : may 
not kave been fomciCndy undeWtootl, 
to recapitulate to our fellow ftfbjecls 
fke Weffings which we are empower- 
ed to confer, ; an& to warn them of 
the continued train of evils to which 
fcbey are at prefent blindly and obfti* 
natky expofing themselves. 

To the members of the Congrefs 
then, we again declare, that we are 
ready to cohour in all fatisTaclory and 
}uft arrangements for fecwrin^ to 
them, iand their refpe&ive cdnfti- 
ttfencs, the re-ettablimment of peace, 
with the exemption from arty impo- 
fition Of taxes by the Parliament of 
Creat Brit aid, arfd the irrevocable 
ittijoytnent of every privilege conflu- 
ent with that union of interefts and 
■force on which bur *mtftfcal profperity 
^nd the iafety of our common reli- 
gion and liberty depend. We again 
affert, that the members of the Con- 
grefs weie not authorised by their 
-ponftKiuion, either to reject our oiFers 
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of without the * previous cotffidefcitfon 
and ccfcfcnt ofthe fevertri 'AITemWies 
and Conventions ; 6f 'their ^ohftttw- 
•erits,' orttvrefer ms to pretended fo- 
reign treaties, which they, know 'were 
tfdtflrveryframed in tne firft iriftance, 
and Wfckfh4iave' never yet been rati- 
fied by the people of this continent. 
Anfi ; we once tiftore remind the mem- 
bers bf^e Ctmgrefs, that they are 
: rel^rtfible 'fcvtheir countrymen*', -to 
theworW, and to 'God, for the con- 
tin uance^ffliis war, and for all the 
mHerietf with • which h mull be at- 
tended. ' '; . ■■ ' ' ■ 
•" To the' General 'Aflemblies and 
Conventions 6f the different Colo- 
nies/ Plantations, -arid Provinces, 
abow-mehtioned, we now^feparatdy 
mal^e the offers which we originally 
krariffljltted'to the Congrefs ; and we 
hereby call upon and urge them^o 
meet exprefsly for the purpofe of cori- 
fidering whether every motive, poli- 
tical aswell as moral, fhotild not de- 
cide their refolution to embrace the 
occaffo'n of cementing a free and firhi 
coalition with Great Britain.- It has 
not been, nor is it, our wifh, to feek 
the Obje&s whidh We are comihiifion- 
ed to piirfue," by fomenting popular 
divifions and partial cabals ; we thiftk 
fuch corfduft would be ill firited to 
the generous offers made, and unbe- 
coming the* dignity of the King and 
theState Which makes them. -Butitij 
both our wifh and our duty to en- 
courage and fapport any men" or bo- 
dies of men in their return pf loyalty 
to our Sovereign, and of affeftidn to 
Cur fellow-fubjefts, 

To all others, free inhabitants of 
this once happy empire, we alfo ad^. 
drefs ourfelves. . Such of them as are 
actually in arms, of whatever rank 
or defcription, will do well to. recoi- 
left, that the grievances, whether 
real or fuppofed, which led them 
into this rebellion, have been for 
ever removed, and that the juft oc- 
casion is arrived for 1 their returning' 
$o the, clafs of peaceful citizens. But 

if 
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if the honours of a military life arc have had. But we thinkit right to.leare 



Jbecortie their object, let them feek 
thofe honours under the banners of 
their rightful Sovereign, and in fight- 
ing the battles of the United Britifb 
empire againft our late mutual and 
natural enemy. 

To thofe whefe profeffion it is to 
exercife the functions of religion on 
this continent, it cannot furely be 
unknown, that the foreign power 
with which the Congrefs is endea- 
vouring to connect them, has ever been 
averfe to toleration, and inveterateiy 
oppofed to the interefts and freedom 
<?f the places of worftrip which they 
ferve ; and that Great Britain, from 
whom they are for the prefent Sepa- 
rated, muft, both from the principles 
of her Conftitution, and of Proteftan- 
tifm,be at all times the beft guardian 
of religions liberty, and moil difpofed 
to promote and extend it. 
' To all thofe who can eftimate the 
blcffings of peace, and its influence 
over agriculture, arts, and commerce, 
who can feel a due anxiety for the 
education and eftablifhment of their 
children, or who can place a juft va- 
lue on domeftic fecurity, we think it 



them fully aware of the c!iargewhich 
the maintaining fuch a pofirion muft 
make in the whole nature and future 
conduct of this war ; more efpeciaNy 
when to this pofition is added the 
pretended alliance with the Court of 
France. 

The policy, as well as the bene* 
volence of Great Britain, have thus 
far checked the extremes of war, 
when they tended to diftrefs a people 
ftill confidered as our fellow-fubjects, 
and to defolate a country inertly to 
become again a fource of mutual ad- 
vantage: but when that country pro- 
fefTes the unnatural defign not only 
of eftranging herfelf frcm us, but of 
mortgaging herfelf and her refources 
to our enemies, the whole conteft is 
changed ; and the queftion is, how 
far £reat Britain . may, by every , 
means in her power, deftroy or ren- 
der ufelefs a connection contrived for 
her ruin, and for the aggrandizement 
of France. 

Under fuch circumftances, the laws 

of felf-prefervation mull direct th* 

conduct of Great Britain ; and if th« 

Britifh Colonies are to become an 

fufficient to obferve, that they are v acceffion to France, will direct her to 



made, by their leaders, to continue 
involved in all the calamities of war, 
without having either a juft object to 
purroe, or a fubfifting grievance 
which may not inftantly be redreiT- 
ed. 

But if there be any perfons, who, 
diverted of miflaken refentments v and 
uninfluenced by felnfh intereih, really 
think that it is for the benefit of the 
Colonies to feparate themfelves from 
Great Britain, and that fo feparated 
they will find a Conftitution more 
niild, more free, 'and better calculat- 
ed for their profperity than that 
Which they heretofore enjoyed, and 
which we are empowered and dif- 
pofed to renew and improve; with 
finch perfons we will not difpute a 
pofition which feems to be fufficiently 
contradicted by tin experience they 



render that acceffion of as little avail 
as poflible to her enemy. 

Jf, however, there are any who 
think, that notwithftanding thefe 
rcafonings, the Independence of the 
Colonies, will, in the refult, be ac- 
knowledged by Great Britain, to 
them we anfwer, without referve, that 
we neither pofTefs or expect powers 
for that purpofe ; and that if Great 
Britain could ever have funk fo Jow 
as to adopt fuch a meafure, we mould 
not have thought ourfelves compel- 
lable to be the inftruments in mak- 
ing a concefilon which would, in our 
opinion, be calamitous to the Colo** 
nies for Whom it is made, and dis- 
graceful as well as calamitous to ths 
country from which it is required. 
And we think proper to declare, that 
in this Spirit and iendment we have 
S regularly 
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regularly written from this Continent 
%o Great Britain. 

It will now become the Colonies! 
in general, to call to mind their own 
folemn appeals to Heaven in the bet- 
ginning of this conteft, that they 
\qoH arms only for the redrefs of grie- 
vances ; and that it would be their 
wifti, as well as their interefl, to re- 
wain' for ever connected with Great 
$ri&in, , We again afk. them, whether 
all their grievances, real or fuppofed, 
have npt been amply and fully re- 
drefled ; and we infill that the offers 
we haye made leave nothing to be 
wiflied,. in point either of immediate 
liberty or permanent fecurity : if thefe 
Offers are, npw rejeftedj, we withdraw 
from the exercife of a Commiffion,, 
Xvith .whwh we have in vain been ho- 
noured i the fame liberality will no 
longer be due from Great Britain, 
nor can it either in juilice or policy 
he expected from her. 

In fine, and fpr the fuller manjfef- 
tation, as^well of the difpofition we 
bear, as of $* gratious and generous 
purposes oi\ tta (ponimiAion under 
whkfc tveaA, we hereby declare, that 
Whtrwt hh Majefty, in purfuance of 
an Aft pf Parliament, made and 
paftyd in *h# eighteenth year of his 
Ivlajefly's reig«, entituled, '< An 
Aft to e.n^bje his Majefly to appoint 
Commiflktaers, with fuiHcient powers 
to tr^at; tfiafult, and agree, upon 
the meatus of quiet'mg the diforders 
now fahufti$g i% certain of the Co- 
lpn^Sj Plantations, and Provinces of 
Nprth America," haying been pleaf- 
cd to awth.prife and impower us to 
grant a p^rdgn pr pardQns tp any 
camber or defcrippon oi* perfons 
within the. Colonies, Plantations, and 
Province of Jsiew-jjampmi^e, Maf- 
l^chufetts-Bay> Rhpde-ifland, Con- 
necVicut, New-York, New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvarnaj the three JU>wer 
Counties on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North-Carolina, South- 
Caroliua, and Georgia ; and Whereas 
the good ejiefts of the faj4 authorities 



and powers towards the people *f 
large, would have long fince taken 
place, if a due ufe bad been made of 
pur firft communications and over-: 
tures, and have thus far been frufr 
trated only by the precipitate Resolu- 
tion of the members oftfte Coogrefs, 
not to treat with us, and by djeir 
declining to carifult with their con? 
ftituents ; we now, in making our 
appeal to thofe conftkuents, and tQ 
the free inhaWtants of this continent 
in general, have determined to give 
to diem, what in our opinion fhould 
have been the fii'ft ah*jeft of thoft 
who appeared to have taken the ma- 
nagement of their intere.IU ; and 
adopt this mpde "of carrying the faid 
authorities andpowers into execution. 
We accordingly hereby grant ay 4 Pro- 
claim a pardon or pardqns of all, and 
all manner of, (rtofons or wiffrifiw 
oftreafo/Tj, by any perfon ar ■fcrfonj , oi? : 
iy any number or defcr'iption of perfuts, 
within the faid CoJoujej $ PianSatieus,- 
or Provinces, $ou*feiled ? commanded* 
ac7ed 9 or done, on or kef ore the date of 
this Manifcfto and Proclamation, 

And we farther declare and pro- 
claim^ that if any perfon or per/ons, 
or any number or defcription of per- 
fons, within the faid Colonies, Plan- 
tations and Provinces, now actually 
ferving either in a civil or military 
capacity in this rebellion, fhall, at 
any time, during the continuance ef 
this Manifefto and Proclamation 
withdraw him/elf or themfelves from 
fuch civil or military fervice, anci 
fhall continue thencefctrth peaceably 
as a good ?md faithfu} fubjedl: or fub- 
jecls to his Majeity, -to demean him- 
felf or themfelves^ fuch perfon or 
perfops, co" fuch number and defcrip- 
tion of perfon^ (hall become and oe 
fujly entitled to, and hereby obtain. 
aU the benefits qf the pardon or par- 
dons hereby grap ted j excepting oiiry 
from the faid pardon or patdops every 
perfon, and every number orde/crip- ' 
tioa, of perfons, who,, after the date * 
of tljis Manifeftp #jd Proclamation, 

ball, 
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ifcafl, linger the pretext or authbrity, 
as judges, jurymen, minifters, or 
officers of civil juftices, be inftru- 
merital in executing and putting to 
death any of his Majefty's fubjetts 
within the faid Colonies, Plantations 
and Provinces. 

And we think proper farther to de- 
clare, that nothing herein contained 
is meant, or Ihall be conflrued to fet 
at liberty any perfon or perfons, now 
being a prifonerbr prifoners, or who, 
during the continuance of this rebel- 
lion, fhall become a prifoner or pri- 
soners. 

And we offer to the Colonies at 
large or feparately, a general or fe- 
parate peace, with the revival of their 
antient governments fecured againft 
any future infringements, and pro- 
tected for! ever from taxation by Great 
Britain. 

Arid with refpeel to fuch further 
regulations, whether civil, military, 
or commercial, as they may wifti to 
be framed and eftablifhed, we pro- 
mife all the concurrence and affiftance 
that his IVfajeity's Commiflion autho- 
rifes and enables us to give. 

And we declare, that this Manifefto 
and Proclamation (hall continue, and 
be in force forty days from the date 
thereof, that is to fay, from the third 
day of October, to the eleventh day 
of November, both inclufive. 

And in order that the whole con- 
tents of this Manifeflo and Procla- 
mation may be more fuTly known, 
we mall direct copies thereof, both 
ib the Englifh and German language, 
to be transmitted by flags of truce to 
the Congrefs, the General Aflemblies 
or Conventions of the Colonies, 
Plantations, and Provinces, and to 
fcveral perfons both in civil and mi- 
litary capacities within the faid Co- 
lonies, Plantations, and Provinces; 
and for the further fecurity in times 
to come of the feveral perfons or 
numbers, or defcriptions of perfons, 
who are or may be the objeds of this 
Mariifefto u\d Proclamation^ we have 
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fet our hands and /eals to thirteeri 
copies thereof, and have tranfmitted^ 
the fame to the Thirteen Colonies; 
Plantations, and Provinces, above- 
mentioned, and we are willing to 
hope that the whole of this Manifefto 
and Proclamation will be fairly and 
freely publifhed and circulated for the 
immediate, general, and moft fe- 
rious confederation and benefit of all 
his Majefty's Subjects on this Conti- 
nent. And we earneftly exhort all per- 
fons who by this inftrument- forthwith 
receive the benefit of the King's par- 
don, the fame time that they entertain 
a becoming fenfe of thofe lenient and 
afte&ionatc meafures whereby they 
are now freed from grievous charges 
which might have rilen in judgment, 
or have been brought in queftion, a- 
gainftthem, to'make a wne improve- 
ment of the fituation in which this 
Manifefto and Proclamation places 
them, and not only to recolleft that 
a perfeverance in the prefent rebel- 
lion, or any adherence to the trea- 
fonable connection attempted to be 
framed with a foreign power, will, 
after the prefent grace extended, be 
confidered as crimes of the mofl ag- 
gravated kind, but to vie with each 
other in eager and cordial endeavours 
to fecure their own peace, and pro- 
mote and eftablifh the profperity of 
their countrymen, and the general 
weal of the Empire, 

And purfuant to his Majefty's 
Commiffion, we hereby require all 
Officers, civil and military, and all 
other his Majefty's loving fubjefts 
whatfoever, to be aiding and affifting 
unto us in the execution of this our 
Manifefto and Proclamation, and of- 
all the matters herein contained. 
Given at New-York, thls^ "third 
day of October, 1778. " v 
(L. S.) Carlisle. 
(L. S.) Hen. CLir*roNV 
(L, S.) Wm. Eden. 
By their Excellencies Command, 
Adam Phlcus.on, Secretary. 
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In Congrtfs, 0&. 10. 

Whereas there is every reafon to 
expeel, that our unnatural enemies, 
defpairihg of being ever able to 
fubdue and enflave us by open force, 
or perfuade us to break through 
•the folemn treaties we have entered 
into with our great and good ally, 
his Moft Chriftian Majetty, and 
return to the dependance of Great 
Britain, will, as the Iaft effort, 
ravage, burn and deftroy every 
city and town on this Continent, 
they can come at. 

Refolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to fuch inhabitants of thefe 
States, as live in places expofed to 
the ravages of the enemy, imme- 
diately to build huts, at leaft thirty 
miles diftant from their prefent 
habitations, there to convey their 
women, children, and others not 
capable of bearing arms, and them- 
selves in cafe of neceffity, together 
with their furniture, wares, and 
merchandize of every fort ; alfo, 
that, they fend off all their cattle, 
being meafures they cannot think 
hard/hips in fuch times of pftblic 
calamity, when fo many of their 
gallant countrymen are daily ex- 
pofed to the hardfhips of the field, 
lighting in defence of their rights 
and liberties. 

Refolved, That immediately when 
the enemy begin to burn or deftroy 
any town, it be recommanded to 
the good people of thefe States, to 
let fire, to ravage, burn and deftroy 
the houfes and properties of all 
Tcries, and enemies to the freedom 
and independence of America, and 
fecure the perfons of fuch, fo as 
to prevent them frpm aflifting the 
enemy, always taking care, not to 
treat them or their families with 
any wanton cruelties, as we do not 
wifh; in this particular, to copy 
after our enemies, or their German, 
negro, and copper-coloured allies. 
Extract from the minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Sec* 



By the Congrefs of theVnited Statu 

of America. 

MANIFESTO. 

Thefe United States having been 
driven to hoftilities by the opprefltve 
and tyrannous meafures of Great Brf- 
tain ; having been compelled to com- 
mit theeffential rights of man to the 
decifion of arms ; and having been 
at length forced to make off a yoke 
which nad grown too burthenfome to 
bear, they declared themfelves free 
and independent. 

Confiding in the juftice of their 
caufe, confiding in Him who difpofes 
of human events, although weak and 
unprovided, they fet the power of 
their enemies at defiance. 

In this confidence, they have con- 
tinued, through the various fortune 
of three bloody campaigns, unawed 
by the powers, unfubdued by the 
barbarity of their foes. Their vir- 
tuous citizens have borne, without 
repining, the lofs of many things 
which made life defirable. Their 
brave troops have patiently endured 
the hardfhips and dangers of a fitua- 
tion, fruitful in both beyond ex- 
ample. 

The Congrefs confidering them- 
felves bound to love their enemies, 
as children of that Being who is e- 
qually the Father of all, .and defi- 
rons, fince they could nrt prevent, 
at leaft to alleviate the calamities of 
war, have ftudied to fpare thofe who 
were in arms againft them, and to 
lighten the chains of captivity. 

The conduA of thofe ferving un- 
der the King of Great Britain hath, 
with fome few exceptions, been dia- 
metrically oppoftte. They have laid 
watte the open country, burned the 
defencelefs villages, and butchered 
the citizens of America. Their pri- 
fons have been the flaughter-houfes 
of her foldiers, their (hips of her 
feamen, and the (evereft injuries 
have been aggravated by the groflerc 
infults. 

Foiled ia their vain attempt to 
fubjugatc 
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fubjugate the unconquerable fpirit of 
freedom, they have meanly aflailed 
the Reprefentatives of America with 
bribes, with deceit, and the fervility, 
of adulation. They have made a 
mock of humanity, by the wanton 
deftru&ion of men : they have made 
a mock of religion, by impious ap- 
peals to God, whilft in the violation 
of his facred commands : they have 
made a mock even of reafoa itfelf, 
by endeavouring to prove, that the 
liberty and happinefs of America 
could fafely be entrufled to thofe who 
h&vtfoid their onvn, unawed by the 
fenfe of virtue, or of fhame. 

Treated with the contempt which 
fuch conduct deferved, they have ap- 
plied to individuals; they have foli- 
cited them to break the bonds of al- 
legiance, and imbrue their fouls with 
the blacked of crimes : but fearing 
that none could be found through 
thefe United States, equal to the 
wickednefs of their purpofe, to influ- 
ence \yeak minds, they have threaten- 
ed more wide devaftation. 

While the fhadow of hope re- 
mained, that our enemies could be 
taught by our example to refpect 
thofe laws which are held facred a- 
mong civilized nations, and to com- 
ply with the dictates of a religion 
which they pretend in common with 
us to believe and revere, they have 
been left to pie influence of that re- 
ligion, and that example. But fiace 
their incorrigible difpofitions cannot 
be touched by kindnefs and compaf- 
fion, it becomes our duty by other 
means to vindicate the rights of hu- 
manity. 

We, therefore, the Congrefs of 
the United States of America, do 

SOLEMNLY DECLARE AND PKO- 

claim, That if our enemies prefume 
to execute.their threats, or perfift in 
their prefent career of barbarity, we 
will take fuch exemplary vengeance 
as (hall deter others from a like con- 
duct. We appeal to that God who 
fearcheth the hearts of men, for the 



rectitude of our intentions. And in 
his holy prefence we declare, Thar 
as we are not moved by any light and 
hafty fuggeilions of anger or revenge, 
fo through every poflible change of 
fortune we will adhere to this our de- 
termination* 

Done in Congrefs, by unanimous 
confent, the thirtieth day of 
October, one thoufand feveu 
hundred and feventy-eight. 
Atteft, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 



T* the Earl of Carlisle, Sir 
Henry Clinton, and Wil- 
liam Eden, Efq. his Britannic 
Majefty*s Coiftmijjionzrs. From the 
Virginia Gazette* 
Gentlemen, 
. Though it is an individual who 
now addreflfes you, be afTured that it 
is the language of every Virginian. 
He cannot perhaps do fervice to the 
fubject, but he is not unacquainted 
with the fentiments of the reprefen- 
tatives of this State now aflembled. 
Their voice, whenever heard, will 
be that of a people fore with the ac- 
cumulated injuries of your nation, 
and determined to maintain, what is 
now become the only object of con-, 
teft, Independence. Their voice 
will be that of a people determined 
to be free, equally uninfluenced by 
thofe profeflions of friendfhip, which 
they defpife, and thufe hoftile me- 
naces of future havock, which they 
now no longer dread* 

Your Manifeito is the lad dying 
effort of a defpairing fanguinary fac- 
tion. It unfolds the pitiful fituatioa 
to which you are reduced, and be- 
trays the malignity of your hearts. 
Baffled in your hope of conqueft, you 
now attempt the more dangerous 
weapons of diffimulation, and pro- 
fefs the warmeft attachments to the 
happinefs of America. But fuch 
hollow pretenfions are not fuiced to a 
country where liberty has taken deep 
root. They may fiat the hypocrite 

of 
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3f .^ — u- ^ f ft^ ttrift me> / uc fc 
Artifices here ex6ite only thtfr de- 
ferred contempt. The ccmduft of 
Vour matter, or Vbur faftton, has 
oeeh 6ne continued oouffYof infult. 
When Americapetkfcmtd, 4 ' when me" 
threw herfelf upon the generofity, 
the juftice of your Hsttian, nothing 
ttras heard of but unconditional fub- 
ihiffion. She was threatened! with a 
torrent, which has vainly fyent its 
fury. After three years of eflrelry 
*nd bloodmed, after the lofs of 
20,000 of you? belt "troops, and the 
Jrofiriion of millions, after the moil 
generous alliance with the greareft 
power in Europe* when fatal expe- 
Hence had evinced the folly of your 
attempts, we are now presented With 
a Manifefto, which, like the firft 
ferpent, carries with it nothing but 
deceit, hypocrify, and fraud, feut, 
permit mfc to examine it more par- 
ticularly. 

You tell us in the firft paragraph, 
that you have made the moft benevo- 
lent overtures to Congrefs and to all 
toorth America* Vou have been re- 
duced to the heceflity of acknow- 
ledging that the claims which gave 
rife to thefe overtures were founded 
hi jujtia, and therefore you made 
thein. But can yon, without feeling 
the guilty blufli bearing witnefs to 
your fhame, call thefe overtures be- 
tievolerrt, which though juftice claim- 
ed, were attended at the fame time 
with the butchery of thofe you de- 
grade with the name of fellow citi- 
zens. You have offered nothing, 
but what you have admitted we had 
£ right to de'mand. But when were 
4hey oftered? At what time? And 
upon What principle ? Was it the 
principle of benevolence? What! is 
ft benevolent to fanfack Germany, to 
drain the jails offefitain, toletloofe 
the rebellious Scot, our faithlefs do- 
meftics and favage tribes of Indians, 
to fyread ruin and defolatiori through 
the Whole continent of America ? 
Your offers we're not *nad&; th6ugh 



]u6ice demanded thfem, tfnttl yoi 
raw ytiur delude hopes frustrated, 
ytiur idol, which you have ferved 
with unremitting zeal, p'roftfate and 
fallen, IFhen, Inaeed, your over- 
tures were made, but they Served only 
to add fuel to that indignation which 
already gloWed in the breaft of every 
American. 

Congress, in its tutt, treated them 
With juft contempt. Your hour of 
Cbncefiion' was gone. A higher ob- 
ject was at flake, and for that atoht 
We how contend. 

Yet you once more otter to concur 
with Congrefs in the rc-eltablimment 
df peace, and remind them that they 
mult be refpohfible to their confti- 
tuerits, to the World, and to God, 
for the continuance of this War, and 
all its confequSnt Calamities. Their 
ctmfltitue'nts are too wife not to know 
that it is in your power to put an end 
to the war, Whenever you pleafe. 
They know that you may withdraw 
your fleets and armies, and leave 
them in the peaceful enjoyment of" 
that liberty you have to cruelly en- 
deavoured to deprive them of. The? 
leave it to the world, and that God 
to whom you fo impioufly appeal, to 
determine who are to be refpcmfible 
for the continuance or" the war, and 
its confequen't calamities. Your of- 
fers include nothing but what free- 
dom hold their unalienable right, and 
which it is infolent to offer. Is it 
the privilege of Britain to confer 
thofe rights, thofe gifts of Heaven > 
Muft we receive, as the favours Cf ah 
infamous tyrannic Court, what God 
*nd nature gave? Treat upon the 
wide bafis of equality, and then 
peace, with an ohl'miion $ injuries, 
may take place. You do well to re- 
mind Congrefs, that they rhuft be 
refponfible to their conftituents for 
the continuance of this war, for, be 
aflured, they have too much wifdom 
not to know that an acceptance of 
your offers would bring down upon 
their oWh heads the vengeance of an 

injured 
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injured people. As to. Qpd- a^d Xh«t 
WrMt Ae oppofition thelyha^irnadfl 
jnuft he well pleafing to the ohe^ an<jl 
jnwr ef aftonifhrneut to the pt^er^ 
£ new world ha* arifen from ti^e, 
chaos of tyranny and usurpation, the 
fpirit of Gpd fcas mpve,d upon" th^ 
$ceof this we/Urn beniii£here 3 hjis 
called ft^rxii liberty fcpm ^midii con-, 
fufion and dlforder. 

?Ut you aflert, t^ Congrefs was 
jot authftrjfed to r#><3 y-aur offers 
without the c^opient of tkejr cpniiii 
taents. They might t^u, ^ i$ pre-r 
#uned, have accejpted tjiean;, fpr^u 
wou$ not have, «£fo^4 t^ treat with 
theov Bjo* th^s is one of ,)^m^o^ 
uale Machiavehan praclices jiwifytt, 
imftra* The, jwople p£ 4merjca 
Jangh at yqur fpljy, while they; 
4ejptft yaur^weafcne#. Have y,pft 
not feen tfctpafladj^m °f A^er*"* 
union, that Gorgon tp frrjt^ J^ys 
vou tiat rejad the confedej^tion i 
There ypiu wiU fed that Coiigreft 
alone is to ^jre^nnne allhiattcj:s t pf 
treaty with foreig4 nations, £ea,^ 
fc (put %»e f feah%, like, xjie han4 
upon the ma}), ft {fcpuM %&« y°# 
pale witfi nppor . 

You Cdl'wjSR 4* P*?heral Artem- 
blips c>f $e dl^prept. States to conn 
fider your -overtures. Vou cannot 

he ignojranit of the ?uafwers which P"** to Congrefs/ # d ypi* admjt t^ft 
would he giv^en, were they tp cpn.-i clajjms of America to be juft ? a^ 



return of loyalty jo yp^r Sw^g 
a*d aJfeftion to your feliow-f*hje.| 
Hpvv difficult is it for the guilty m 
efcaj# their own qpndemparion! Ypq 
diipenjfe your nwnifeftoes, ypuf at- 
tempt v? brea^ tfie, chain of foifrfll 
union ;. you thiuk \K ypu,r <^y" <o 
encourage the spoilage from th^jcjiuif 
of liberty. Y^ Attempt *Q fcipdk a 
flame in the heart of wh Sftft, a^4 
yet, jpu wo^ hot fomemi popu^a* 
4iYUipjis and wbftkf It w upop thefe 
populaj l d^vifiqn^. / anji cabals tha^voq^ 
Jait forlpjn hope is np,v plAcq4- SHU 
truil n^e, as you bejan Jul errpx ^ 
de^Cpo* rtw ypMJr politics mqft ca4^ 
Yftft have a^ laft J?«en confcftgnt t #y£ 
that fipall de^ee of merit iexves p^y 
to precipitate your ruin. 

Your next paragraph (can yon hfM 
the^eppytion of ft) ^eJU the 6;e< in- 
habitants, of the Ajnerican qfflpve^ 
*ha.t t|ie grieyancq^ have ^ee^ fpf 
eve/ itemed, which led then? u#% 
this rehuellioja. Is this the language 
of con^ijiauoji ) h it not eri ( ough tfl 
infult u> with the ab/ux^y pf tfiftinj 
us that all pur ^rlexanx;e^ are remgn 
ved, 3t a time whpn the horrors o£ 
the cru,e!eft war are practifed with^Jyi 
rnoit perfe.vering ob^i^acy^ withwft 
adding the opprphriittn of rehelmu^ 
guilt F Wh;-, in ypur fpn^er pve^ 



^der them, Virginia, has r^ot cve^ 
condefcended tp receive Yipjar pxopp^ 
iitions, w*U knowing they could cpn- 
taift t^othiAg di^rer\t from wha t t your 
havo 4wdy Jaid before Qongteis, 
The pthef States will probably trea.li 

yim in a. ^b% w*wr- ?^t yo^ 

profe^ A i# |he i&uie pata.g2japh, that 
it is no^ your defign to fopnertt pof u* 
l^r divi^pos and PV 1 ^ <r^bW s » l l , 
*qpl4 be de£Pgatp*y tp the generous, 
9^»r* Pf jjoiv p^s, an.4 unbe^ 
Wi&g the 4ign^y pf ypyr magna* 
OJmo^^K^ig. Yet iiftange contra- 



ction ! it is, bpth- yo«r wifli im,4 
$W>Y> y9P %» to encourage and fup- 
Y#\ *»y ijtfn^ pr bodies pf nien ft wt 



now brand her fpns with the uarne q( 
rebels ? Can an oppofitvpn, fom^de4 
ia juilice, be rebelJipn ? A ^cptc^ 
cafiiiil might find rebellion in Rny 
ppppAuQi(i, milefs it priginatjed ^ 
his owp coun^ j bu,t furejy t^is wa^l 
nor a tMne, .w was it confitfea.$ witljf 
the oSice yon have uiidertal^cn,' t^ 
adopt fucji laog-uage. 9u,t, if it bit 
rebeHipp, tbere Ip (carce an Amejkai>. 
bq; glories i« the name of rebel. Yo^ 
incite thofe who prefer a inil^y ^ 
tp> feek fpr hpnpar under your lUftd- 
^r4s. They ar« top much tarnifhe^ 
top muqh fallen from thejr fpx^n^ 
high pinnacle of glory, to reject hp- 
nou/ u^PA their Mnfor^unA^ &1>Pw-t 

e«. 
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«rs. Britain may well remember the 
time when the fons of America nobly 
fought and died under her ftandards, 
but' the time is now for ever gone. 
. To thofe who exercife the functions 
Gf religion on this Continent, your 
addrefs is no lefs unmanly. It is in 
America alone that religion has at 
length "gained a free and univerfal 
toleration. Europe, nay Great Bri- 
tain, with its boafted freedom , 
groans under religious bondage. 
America prefents yon an example 
worthy of imitation. She knows no 
difference, but fuch ' as merit alone 
points out. The good citizen is her 
object, and not the fectarift. Fear 
hot therefore for her religious liberty. 
The alliance with France concerns the 
. citizen, and not the divine. 

Thofe who mofteftimate the WefT- 
irig of peace, of agriculture, arts, 
and commerce, thofe who can feel a 
due anxiety for the education of tAeir 
children, are thofe whom you have 
moil to dread, Thefe are confidera- 
tions 'which moil intimately concern 
fhe interefts of men. That peace 
which renders our commerce as un- 
bounded as the ocean itfelf, can alone 
introduce agriculture, arts, and fci- 
ences ; can alone enable us to give 
cnr fons that virtuous liberal educa- 
tion, which will render them the firm 
Supporters of what their fathers have 
attchieved ; can alone prefent to their 
infant minds a pleafmg recollection 
of their brave anceftry. 

But if America will not accept of 
your overtures, and flill perfeveres 
iii her refolutions of Independence, 
ftill confide in the prtttndtd alliance 
of France, the benevolence of Great 
Britain mnft be checked, and war, 
which you fay has been carried on 
with tendernefs and companion, mttft 
be felt in all its horrors. Thus, after 
three years of conftant hoftilities, of 
a war, profecuted in a manner which 
has aftonifhed all Europe, cenfured, 
condemned, and reprobated by your 
ableft Senators ; nay, by your very 



Generals, we are now told that Great 
Britain will no longer extend her ten- 
der mercies towards us. The horrors 
of war are now already felt in eveYy 
cottage almoft in America. Thus do 
you ilill add infult to infult. What 
cruelties have you not already com- 
mitted ? what numbers have you not 
brought to lingering deaths, by famine, 
or by difeafe ? what jails but havedif- 
gorged hundreds qF our miferable fel- 
low-citizens ? what means have been: 
left untried to fpread ruin and defo- 
lation to the utmoft extent ? Menaces 
are ftill left yon ; but, impotent and 
weak, you have no longer ftrength to 
difcharge the venom which rankles in 
your hearts. 

But were you able to fatiate your 
revengeful appetites, by rioting in 
flaughter and defolatiou along our 
fea coafts, it would but more com- 
pleatly rivet our union with France. 
America would then be rendered 
more dependent on her, and other 
European powers, for a thoufand ar- 
ticles which me might otherwife be 
willing to import from Britain. This 
ftep alone feems wanting to complete 
the ruin of your country. You de- 
clare, that you have neither the power 
nor the inclination to acknowledge 
our Independence. All treaties with 
you are of courfe at an end. The 
powers of Europe, nature itfelf, 
will foon ellablim it on a foundation 
which cannot be fhaken. 

Tour next paragraph is ftill a re- 
peated mockery of the common un- 
demanding of the whole continent. 
It is true we firft took up arms only 
to gain a redrefs of grievances, and it 
is no lefs true that you have been re- 
duced to the neceflity of offering 
more than we at firft defired ; but 
the folly of your own councils has loft 
the favourable moment of re-Union. 
Wounds, which time can never ef- 
face, have for ever Separated us. 
What confidence could we repofe in 
a people who have thirfted after out 
blood, and fought our utter ruitr? 

What 
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WMt madnefs, what - paf^tanimity, 
could dj&ate a re-union with apeo* 
pic from whom fuch unheard of <&* 
lamities have been derived ? What 
treachery could abandon an alliance 
which eafare s dependence* fecurity, 
and peace. 

But you are gracioufly pleafed to 
offer youx pardons once more to the 
unfortunate rebel. Can you then 
fuppofe America, or even a fingle 
American bat mud deride and con- 
demn fuch vain infulting proffers I 
It would be nappy for Britain indeed, 
if America would extend her pardon? 
wfaer? It might be happy for one 
of h$r Gpmmiffioners, if the world 
weu)d pardon him. But for Ame- 
rica, me glories in the caufe me is 
engaged in, find future generations 
will cpnfefs, that the annals of man- 
kind cannot prefent anjepocha more 
illuftrious for true patriotifm, for 
thoff yirtues which dignify and en- 
uohte man, 

Your Proclamation will foon ex- 
pire, and leave you the mortification 
to find that America is. not only able 
to with&and your arms, but your ar- 
tificer , You may return and fai 
feme coniblation in the fmiles of de- 
parted , The Eaft Indies 
way engage you another lucrative 
cemmifion. You may turn your 
pyes with regret from the rifing gran- 
deur of America to the. rniferable ca- 
taftrope which awaits your own na- 
tion. You may behold your prefent 
*-rr? as the fatal negative inftruc- 
tion to his ■■ »" for even 



Extrmg frvm she Trial efMajer-gt- 
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Majtrrgmural Lord St i r U n q , fr$- 
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LIAMS, Fsbicrr, Mtmbtrx. 
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' Rrunfivic&i July j % 177ft. 

The Judge Advocate produces tl>e 
General's orders (Waftiington) for 
the Court to fit. The Prefideut, 
Members, and Judge Advocate, be- 
ing fworn, the Judge Advocate pro- 
fccuting in the name of the United 
States of America, the Court pro- 
ceed to the trial of Major-general 
Lee, who appears before the Court, 
and the following charges are exhi- 
bited againft him : fixft, for difobe- 
dience of orders, in not attacking the 
enemy on the 28th of June, agree- 
able to repeated inftructions. Se- 
condly, for milbehaviour before the 
enemy on the fame day, by making 
an unnurjfary , di/brdtrly, and jbame* 
ful retreat* Thirdly, for difrefped 
to the Commander in Chief, in two 
letters, dated the til of July, and the 
28th of June. 

Major-general Lee pleads, net 

guilty* 

'[The letters on which the third 
charge is founded, areas follow:] 
Camf, Englijh-tvwU) July l, 177$. 
Sir, 

From the knowledge I have of 
your Excellency's characler, I mu& 
conclude, that nothing but the mis- 
information of fome very ftupid, or 
mifreprefentation of fome very wick- 
ed perfon, could have occafioned 
your making ufe of fo very fingular 
expreflions as you did, on my coming 
up to the ground where you had taken. 
poft : they implied, that I was guilty 
either of disobedience of orders, of 
want of conduct*, or want of cocrage; 
your Excellency will therefore infi- 
nitely oblige me, by letting me 
know on which of thefe three article* 
you ground your charge, that I may 
prepare for my j unification, which I 
have the happinefs to be confident I 
can do to the army, to the Congrefs, 
to America, and to the world 14 
general* Your Excellency mutt give 
me leave to obferve, that neither 
yourfelf, nor thofeaboutyour perfon*. 
could, from your fituatfon, be in the 

T Icaft 
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feaft judges of the merits or demerits 
of our manoeuvres, and, to fpeak 
with a becoming pride, can aflert, 
that to thefe manoeuvres, the fuccefs 
of the day was entirely owing : I can 
boldly fay, that had we remained on 
the firft ground, or had we advanced, 
or had the retreat been conducted in 
a manner different from what it was, 
the whole army and the interefts of 
America would have riflced being fa- 
crificed. I ever had (and I hope ever 
mall have) the greateit refpect and 
veneration for General Wafhington : 
I think him endued with many great 
and good qualities ; but in this in- 
stance, 1 mud pronounce, that he 
has been guilty of an ad of eruel 
injuftice towards a man, who certain- 
ly has'fome pretentions to the regard 
of every fervant of this country ; and, 
I think, Sir, I have a right to de- 
mand fome reparation for the injury 
committed; and unlefs I can obtain 
it, I muft, injuftice to myfelf, when 
the campaign is clofed, (which I be* 
Jieve will cjofe the war) retire from a 
fervice, at the head of which is placed 
a man, capable of offering fuch in- " 
juries; but, at the fame time, in 
juftice to you, I muft repeat, that I, 
from my foul, believe it was not a 
motion of your own breaft, but in- 
fligated by fome of thofe dirty ear- 
nvigs, who will for ever infinuate 
themfelves nearperfons in high office; 
for I am really convinced, that when 
General Wafhington acts for himfelf, 
no man in his army will have reafon 
to complain of injuftice or indeco- 
rum. 

I am, Sir, and hope I ever mail 
hive reafon to continue, your moft 
fmcerelyand devoted fervant, 

Charles Lee. 
His Excellency General Wajbington. 

Head- quarters, EngIiJb'ttnvn $ June 28, 
1778.-' 
Sir, < 

I received your letter (dated 
through ,miftake the firft of July) ex- 



preffed, as I conceive, in terms highly 
improper ; I am not confeious of ha- 
ving made ufe of any very fingular 
exprelBon at the time of my meeting 
you, as you intimate. What I re- 
collect to have faid, was dictated by 
duty, and warranted by the occaitoa. 
As foon as circumftances will permit, 
you mail have an opportunity either 
of juftifying yourfelf to the army, to 
Congrefs, to America, and to the 
wc»a in general ; or of convincing 
them, that you are guilty of a breach 
of orders, aiid of mifbehaviour be\ 
fjre the enemy on the z8th inft. in; 
not attacking them as you had been 
directed, and in making an unnecefr 
fary, diforderjy, and fhamefol re? 
treat, 

I am, Sir, your moft obedient 
fervant, 

George Washi^ctok, 

Sir, Comfy June 28, 177^ 

Since I had the honour of addrefli 
ing my letter, by Colonel Fitzgerald, 
to your Excellency, I have reflected 
on both your fituarion and mine, and 
beg leave to observe, that it will be 
for our mutual convenience, that a 
court of enquiry might be immediate? 
ly ordered ; but I could wifh it mould 
be a court-martial ; for if the affair 
is drawn into length, it may be diffi- 
cult to collect the neceflary evidences, 
and perhaps might bring on a paper 
war betwixt the adherents to both 
parties, which may occafion fome dif. 
agreeable feuds on the Continent, for 
ail are not my friends, nor all your 
admirers. I mult entreat, therefore, 
for your love of juftice, that you will 
immediately exhibit your charge, and 
that on the firft halt I may be brought 
to a trial, and am, Sir, your moft 
obedient humble fervant, 

Charles Lie* 
His Excellency General Wajhington* 

The Court fat by feveral adjourn- 
ments till the 1 2th of Auguft. 
t The Court having confidered the 
firffc charge, againft Major-general 
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Lee, the evidence' and his defence, liam Apthorp, merchant,* Qibbs At 



are of opinion, that he is guilty of 
disobedience of orders, in not attack* 
xng the enemy on the 28th of June, 
agreeable to repeated inftru&ions; 
being a breach of the latter part of 
article 5, feftion 2* of the articles of 
war. 

The court having confidered the 
fecond charge againft Major-general 
Lee, the evidence and his defence, 
ar^e of opinion he is guilty of misbe- 
haviour before the enemy on the 28th 
of June, by making an unneceflary, 
and in fome few inftances a diforderiy 
retreat, being a breach of the 13th 
article of the 13 th feftion of the ar- 
ticles of wav. 

. The Court having considered the 
third charge againit . Major-general 
Lee, are of opinion, that he is guilty 
of dUrefpe£t to (he Commander in 
Chief, in two letters dated the ift of 
July and 28th of June, being* breach 
of the ad article, ad feftion, of the 
articles of ( war. 

The Court do fentence Major-ge- 
neral Lee to be fufpeodted from any 
command in the armies, of the Unit- 
ed States of North-America, for the 
termj>f twelve months. 

-Stirling, 
M. G.andPrefident. 
The Court adjourn fine die* 

State of Massachusetts Bay, 
Id the year of our Lord one thou- 
t&ad fe^cn hundred and feventy- 
. *ight. \ 

Am A3 to prevent the rtturm to this 
. State of ttrtain fpfons therein 
named* and others, *wbo have left 
this State, or either of the United 
States, and piped the enemies 
thereof. 

Whereas Thomas Hutchinfon, Efo^. 
late Governor of this State, Francis 
Bernard, £fq. formerly Governor of 
(his State, Thomas Oliver, Efq. late 
Lieutenant-governor of this State, 
Timothy Ruggles, of Hardwick, in 
the county 0/ WorceiUr, £fq. TtfiU 



kins, cabinetmaker, John Atkinfon, 
John Amory, James Anderfon, Tho- 
mas Apthorp, David Black, Wil- 
liam Burton, William Bowes, George 
Brindley, Robert Blair, Thomas 
Brindley, James Barrick, merchants, 
Thomas Brattle, Efq. Sampfon Salter 
Blowers, Efq, James Bruce, Ebene- 
zer Bridgham, Alexander Brymer, 
Edward Berry, merchants, William 
Burch,late Commiffioner of the Cuf- 
toins, Efq. Mather Byles, jun. clerk, 
-William Codner, book-keeper, Ed- 
ward Cox, merchant, Andrew Caz> 
neau,,Efq. barrifter at, law, Henry 
Canner, clerk, Thomas Courtney, 
tavlor, Richard Clark, Efq. Ifaac 
Clark, phyfician, Benjamin Church, 
phyficlan, John Coffin, diltiller, John 
Clark, phyfician; William CofEh, 
Efq. Jonathan Clark, merchant, Ar- 
chibald Cunningham, fhop keeper, 
Gilbert Deblois, merchant, Lewis 
Deblois, merchant, Philip Dumare, 
Efq. merchant, Benjamin Davis, 
merchant, John Erving, jun. Efq. 
George Erving, Efq. Edward Fofter, 
and'hdward Fofter, jun. blackfmitha, 
Benjamin Faneuil, jun. merchant, 
Thomas Flucker, Efq. late Secretary 
for Maflachufetts-Bay, Samuel Fitch, 
Efq. Wilfred Fiftier, carter,' James 
Forreft, merchant, Lewis (jfray, mer- 
chant, Francis Green, merchant,. Jo- 
feph Green, Efq. Silvefter 1 . Gardiner, 
Eiq. Harrifon Gray, Efq, late Trea- 
furer of MafTachufetts-Bay, "Harrifon 
Gray, jun. clerk to the Treafurer, ' 
Jofeph Goldthwait, Efq.' Martin^ 
Gray, founder, John Gore, Efq. 
Benjamin Hallowell, Efq. Robsrt 
Hollowell, Efq. Thomas Hutchinfon, 
jun. Efq. Benjamin, Gridley, Efq, 
Frederick William Geyer, merchant, 
John Greenlaw, ihopkeepe.r, David 
Green, merchant, Elima Hutchinfon, 
Efq. James Hall,, mariner, Fofter 
Hutchinfon, Efq. Benjarajn Mulbury 
Holmes, diftiller, Samuel. Hodges,, 
book-keeper, Henry Hulton, Efy 
Hawes Hatch, wharfinger, John Joy, 
T 2 houfewrighu 
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hoirfewnght, Nathaniel Coffin, Efq. 
Peter Jahnrtot, diftiHer, WilHam 
Jackfon, merchant,* John Jefferies, 
phyficlau, Henry Laughton, mer- 
chan t, J ames Hcnderfon , trader, 
John Hinfton, yeoman, CVHIophtr 
Hatch, mariner, Robert Jarvia, ma- 
riner, Richard Lechmerfe, Efq. Ed- 
ward Lyde; "merchant, Henry Lloyd, 
Efq. George Leonard, miller, Henry 
Leddje, book-keeper, Archibald 
M'Neal, baiter, Chriftopher Mmot, 
tide waiter, John Murry, IJfq. Wil- 
liam M rf Alpine, fc'ook-bindet, Tho- 
mas Mitchell, <manner, Wirliam 
Martin^ Efc£ John Kmatron, tailew- 
cfoandfef, Tftotrias Knight, mop- 
keeper, Samuel Prince, merchant, 
Adfno Paddock, Efq. Charles <Pax- 
tofi, Efq. Sir WilKam Pepperel!, ba- 
ronet, John Powell, Efq*. WiHumi 
Lee "Perkins, phyfician, Nathaniel 
Perkins, Efq. Samuel Quincy, Efq. 
CWe*n Richards, tide -waiter, L Samuel 
Rogers* merchant, Jonathan f $rmp- 
fon, Efq. George Spooner, merchawt, 
Ettward Stowe, mariner, Richard 
Smith, merchant, Jona&an SnelKng, 
Efq. Daniel SiWhy, trader, Samuel 
Scwell, Efq. Abraham Savage, tax- 
gatherer, Jofeph Scott, Efq; Francis 
Skinner, clerk i to the late Council, 
William Simffon, nterchant, 'Rich- 
ard SherWrn, fadfer, Henry' Smith, 
merchant,; Jotn Semple, merchant, 
Thomas Selfcrfdge, merchanr, jimes 
Selkridge, merchant, Robert Service, 
trader, Simon Tufts, trader, Arodi. 
Thayer,' late. Martial to; the AdmV 
rklt}r-c&urr; Natnaniel Taylor, de- 
puty naval officer, Jcton Trombetk, 
clerk, Gregory Townftnd, £fq. 
William Taylor, nVetcham, WiHiam ; 
VafTal, '£^. : Jc&ph Taylor, mer- 
chant, :jbmtnvUWiam, Efo. Wifiiam 
Salter, c]erfer, Satnfifel WateAoufe,* 
merchant, : Ifaac Winflow, merdi^tit^ 
John, WhtfW, merchant, John Win- 
now, juhV merdracnt, JDavid Willis, 
tfiaroief, Gbadiah Whifton, '&ack- 
fmi'A, Archibald Witfon, trader, 
Jtton White, mariner, Itobm Sein- 



pie, merchant ttftlfam Wasdav p#- * 
ruke maker, Nathanki Mitts, Jtibn 
•Hicks, John How, and John Fle- 
ming, printers, all of Boston, ia ihr > 
county of Suffolk, Robert Audixteay r 
Efiq. Joflfua Loring, Efq. both: «rf : 
Roxbury, in the fane <aumy, Sa- 
muel Goldfbury, yeoman, of Wrexrt- 
ham, ifi theiouhty ofSdffbfe, Jtffcia 
Loring, jun. merchant, Nathaniel 
Hatch, Efq. both of Darcheftdr, ia 
the fame county, William $rotenv 
Efq, Benjamin Piekman, Bfq*' Sa- - 
nuiel Porter, Efq. John Sargeatt, 
trader j allof Saiem, in the coomy o#- 
Eflex> JRich*r4 Saltonftall, E<q*>of- 
Haverhill, in the famMoaatyi 'Tho- 
mas Roby, trader, BenjdBiih Mar* ; 
fton, merofcattt, both of Matbtektad, 
in faid county *>f Efiex, Uoks BittU 
ger, cfcrk, of Haverhill, ofonriaid, - 
Jonathan $*waII, E^, John Vai&J, 
Efq, David PMpps> Eiq. John N«- 
ring, carpenter,' all of Cambridge, 
in fk* courity- of Mtddtofe*, ifeat * 
Royall, Efq. of Medforti, i* dte . 
fam* county, H<*nry Barnftfc,of Mart- 
btiraugh, in &id emmtv & MJdto^ 
fex, me*chaw, Jer*ifti*h Dimmer 
lUgers, of Littfetott, in -th* ihflpnc > 
county, Efq. DtnM-BHflVtffiQM-; 
cord, irt the laid county of Middle- 
ftk? E%. Gharie* Ririfell, of Lincoln, 
in the- lame county, phyftciaiT^ Jtfeph 
Adams, of Townfend » in iaid county 
of Kfiddkfejf, fh^fichm, ThWtft* 
Danftrth, ^f CharlelbWH, int fekt 
county, El^. j&fhtm Srt^fci tt^Wr, 
of Townfend, in faid county, fo- 
ftph A-lMay, jun.-gehtlemeh/of Sm^ 
defhted, Nathajiiel Dkkiuffoiv, ^n- 
tkmen, of DeerfieW, Sttnrtri-Bttfs, 
ftiop^keeper, . of ^GrflenfieW, ■* Roger 
KcfetiWbn, ■ yeWhan, Joluh 1>iSe- 
roy,,phyficiani and Thoroa»:Gtttfer, 

fentleman, 'itf.Haflieldi r >ftftAAan 
•life," E^q. of Springfield, WftiW* 
Galway, yeoman, of Coirtrty, Elijah 
Williams, attorney at^w, ^of Be^N 
MA 9 James Oliver, gehT3enrtt»/ bf 
Gonway, all iii rhecouatybf4lMft|K 
Wre, 'Ptftiam -Winflbw,- Bftjv^^- 
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netioi White, mariner, Edward 
Win flow, jun Efq. all of Plymouth, 
in- the comity of Pryrnouth, Peter 
CHwer, Efq*' Peter Oliver,- j«nw phy- 
fician, both of Middleborough, in 
the fame county, Joftah Edfon^ EAj. 
of Bridgwater, in eke faid county of 
Plymouth, Lieutenant Daniel Dun* 
bar, of* Halifax, in the fame couoty, - 
Charles Curtis, of Scitunte, in feid 
county of Plymouth, gentleman, Na- 
thaniel IfcayThonuw, Efo, Krael Til* 
den, Caleb Carver, Setb Bryant, 
Benjamin WaHotr, Gideon: Walker, 
Zere Walker, Adam Hall, ten, Haac 
Jok*,^e^ Phillips, Daniel White, 
jau. Cornelius White, cert, Mal^ar 
Carver, ■ Lake Hail, Thoma* De- 
crow, John Baker, jaru allof Marih- ' 
field, in the faid county of Plymouth, 
Gideon White, jun. Daniel :Loo~ 
nrard; £iq. Sack Wiliiattu, jutu gerw 
tfeman, Solomon Smith, boatman, 
alt of Tauftton, nvthe county of 
Briftol, Tfcotnai Gilbert, £fq, Perea 
Gilbert, $beneiter Hathaway, jun. 
Lott Strange;* <tke thbd, 'Zebedte- 
Itnce, Bradford Gilbert,' ail of 
Freetown, la the fame eonnry, Jo^ 
ihua Breemer, Shadrack- Hathaway,! 
Calvin Hathaway, iLnther Hatha-i 
way, Henry TiidelU William Bur- 
den, hem Chace, Shadrack Chace;' 
Richard Holtend, EbenweirPhiflipv 
Satnaer Gilbert gentleman, Thomas 
Gttfcert, Veornan, both ofrBerkley;. 
in- the faid county of Briftol, Am mi' 
Ohafce* Caleb Wheatou, jofoti* 
Wil borne, Lemuel Bourn, gentled 
ttaa> Thonia* 'Perry/ yeoman i Da- 
H& Atkins, labourer, Samuel Perry^ 
mariner, Stephen Perry* labourer^ 
John Baclswclf, jnrt, labourer • Fraft- 
eit Fmnys labourer, and MehetoiA 
Weob, mariner* all of Sandwich, in 
the 'county of BatnftaWc, Bhtad 
Twp^er,of Dartmouth, in the county 
efBriiWj- labourer, S+4as Perry^ la* 
boerer, Seth Perry,- mariner, i fittfh 
Bourn, gentleman, TnomatiJumbus 1 , 
yeoman, Ephraim EMis, jUn. yeoman, 
EdWard'Boarni gentleman, -Nkhoks 



Qabb* fabterer, Wiflktn.: Bourn*: 
cotdwainw, aHof Sandwich,, in *he>t 
county of Batfcftabk, and Seta>< 
Bangs, :of H«rwick,;in tba. «Qu*ty: 
of Barhfiabfe, Jhanner, John Ghaad-o 
ier, EG}. 'James Putnam, Lfq^Ru;-; 
fus Chandler, geatleman, WiBitaai. 
Paine, .phyfician»< Adam fWa}kjar«T 
blackfaith,, WiUtjah Chahdkrt gear} 
tkmaa, all of Wprceftwyin the?co*n~t 
ty of Worcemwy John Walker i fcsa-f 
tleman,cDavid Baft, yeomaa, bock: 
of Shrewsbury* jarae fa»e: t c* unity* 
Abijah Willard, E<q* Abel Wilbrd>, 
Biq* Jofeph Houie, yeoman, ailiof* 
Lancaftar, in the faid county of; 
Worcefter, Ebeueaer Cutler* : ,t*»dec,i 
James Eager, yeoman, both of Norths 
borough* in>tl*e fame county, Daniel 
Oliver, Efq^ Jfciohard Ruggkvyee-j 
man, GaidneCiChandler, trader, jp*> 
fejaY:R«gglev;geitfkman, Jiath*nielf 
Ruggka, yeoman*; all of Ha*dwiofert 
in thefai&couatyof WorceiUr, Joha T 
fcagglea, yeoHbaoiof feud Hatdwkh^ 
Jbhn Eager, Jeomah, Ebe/iesatr 
Whipple,- UraelCoakay, John Mar*: 
ray, Efqi of Rutland, m feid coumyu 
of Wonjeferv Daniel- Murray* ge*tfle~> 
man,: iSaioaeL Murray, .gentlema«^ ( 
Michael Martin; trader of; 3w#fcr= 
held, imtae>iaid xoumy of -AVtsfcefk 
ter, Thoaoasiieamenvgenrieman^of. 
Peteriham^ in the-fame couaty^tNar* 
thaniei' Chandler, gentienra^, }oba : 
Bdwen, geotkman, of Princeto^n, 
in the faid county of Warc*%V 
James Crage, gentleman^ of Oakn 
ham^inrthe^fame county, ; Tiworna* 
MolJins, Hackhnidi, of Leomj niter, 
in the faid county X)f WorceftavFran-t 
ncia Waldo,; Efq, Arthur, ^a^age* 
Efq. Jeremiah P'ote, 'mairiaeri bT-h«« 
mas . Rofe, mariner, James t M'ii- 
dridge,. mariner, George Lyde, c-ui* 
torn houfe officer, Jfoob$n .Pagan, 
merchant, Thomas Wyer,. mariner* 
Thomas. Coufcfaru merchant^. John 
WifwaJt^caerkv- Jofima: E kirkige* «na* 
riner^ Thomas Uxaard, merchant 
E'dwafd Oxnard, .merchant, WilUaet 
Tyjig^ J:fo*-johtn,Wright # inen;hsBt # 

Samuel 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 14* ) 



Samuel Longfellow, mariner, all of 
Falmouth, in the county of Cum- 
berland, Charles Callahan, of Pow* 
ital borough, in the county of. Lin- 
coln, mariner* Jonas Jones, of Eaft 
Hoofuck, in the county of Borklhire, 
I>avtd Ingerfoll, of Great Barring- 
ton, in the fame county, Efq. Jona- 
than Prindall, Benjamin Noble, 
Francis Noble, Elifha Jones, of 
Pittsfield, in the faid county of fierk* 
{hire, yeoman, John Graves, yeo- 
man, Daniel Brewer, yeoman, both 
of Pittsfield aforefaid, Richard Square, 
of Lanefborough, in the faid county of 
Berkshire, Ephrain* Jones, of Eaft 
Hoofuck, in the fame county, Lewis 
Hubbel,and many other per font, have 
left this State, or fome other of the 
United States of America, and join- 
ed the enemies thereof, and of the 
United States of America/ thereby 
not only depriving thefe States of 
their perfonal fervices, at a time 
when they ought' xo hare afforded 
their utmoft aid in defending the faid. 
States, againft theinvafions of acruel 
enemy, but manifefting an inimical 
difpofition to the faid States., and a 
defign to aid and abet the enemies 
thereof in their wicked purpofes : 
and whereas many dangers may ac- 
crue to this State, and the United 
States, if fuch perfons ihould be 
again, admitted into this State : 

Be it therefore enacted, by the 
Council and Houfe of Representa- 
tives, in General Court auembled, 
and by the authority of the fame, 
That if the faid Thomas Hntchinfori, 
Francis Bernard, &c. Sec. or any 
other perfon, though not fpecially 
named in this Act, who have left this 
State, or either of faid States, and 
joined the enemies thereof as afore- 
faid, mall, after the pafling this Acl, 
voluntarily return to- this State, it 
lhall be the duty of the Sheriff of .this 
county, and of the Selectmen, Com- 
mittees of Correfpondence, Safety, 
and Infpection, Grand Juries, Con* 
Jlables, and Tythingmen, and other 



inhabitants of the town wherein fuch 
perfon or perfons may prefume to 
come, and they are hereby refpeetive- 
Iy empowered and directed, forth- 
with to apprehend and carry fuch 
perfbn or perfons before fome Juitice 
of the peace within the, county, who 
is hereby required to commit him or 
them to the common goal .within 
the county, there, in .clofe cuitody, 
to remain until he ihall be font out 
of the State, as ia hereinafter .direet-u 
ep;: attdfuch Jullice is hereby direct-./ 
ed to give < immediate information 
thereof to the Board of War of this 
State: and the faid Board of War 
ar^hereby empowered and directed jw> 
caufe fuch perfon or perfons, iq com- 
mitted, to be transported Xo fame, 
pan or place within the dominions, 
or in the poffeffton of the force* of the 
King of. Great Britain* as foorj as 
may bey after receiving ftch infe*ma- ; 
tton, thofe who are ahW> « thfir own 
expence, and. others.* at the Px^enceL 
of the Stater, and fofthis;purno/e to* 
hire a-ve4Tel.br veflels, if needfce* 

authority afore/rid t That if t any? per-* 
fpn or perfons, who.fhall be tranf-> 
ported as aJforefaid, ihall voluntarily, 
return to this Sjtate, without liberty - 
firft had and obtained from the Gener 
ral Court, he fhall, on conviction, 
thereof, before the Superior .Court of: 
Judicature; , Court of, Aflize, and* 
General Goat Delivery, , fufler the 
pains of death, without benefit of 
clergy.' i t . 

And be it tnaQed by the authority 
afire/aid, Tha* if the mafle,r of any 
Ihip or veflel (hall, after the palling 
of this Act, knowingly bripg into 
any port within this State, any of the 
perfons above named ; or if 'any. per* 
fon fhall wilfully or willingly , har- 
bour or concea^any of thje perfon* 
above named or defcribed, aftec 
their return to this State, contrary to 
the defign of this Act, fuch mailer 
or perfon, foofrendingj.fliall, on con* 
vkliop thereof, before the Superior 
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Court of Common Pleas, in the 
county where the offence fhall be 
committed, or before the Superior 
fourt of Judicature, forfeit the fum 
of five hundred pounds, one half 
thereof to the ufe of this State, and 
the other half to the ufe of him or 
them who (hall fue for the fame. 

And be tt further enabled by the au- 
thority aforefaidy That the Prefidentof 
the Council be, and he is hereby re- 
quefted to write to the feveral Legif- 
latrveAflembliesin the United States, 
Inclofing fc copy of this Ad, and de- 
firing them to tranfmit to this AfTem- 
bly a lift of the names of all perfons 
who have left their refpe&ive States, 
and joined the enemies of the United 
States, in order that fuch perfons 
may be prevented from refiding in 
this State. 

And the Secretary is directed to 
caufe this Aft to be published in the 
feveral Bofton news-papers, and alfo 
in hand-bills, *nd tranfmit five hun- 
dred copies thereof to the Minifters 
of the United States, of the Court 
of France, as foon as may be, who 
are defired to caufe the fame to be 
made public, as fbon as may be, after 
they fhall have received the fame, 
that fb the perfons, named and de- 
fcribed herein, may be deterred from 
attempting to come within thjs 
State; 



Act of th$ State ^/Virginia. 
An aQforfequcftering Britijh property 9 
enabling thofe indebted to Britijb 
fuhjtfis-H fay off fuch debts, and 
directing the proceedings in fuits 
'when jucb Jubjtcit are parties. 

1773. 

Whereas divers perfons, fiibjec*ls of 
Great Britain, had during our con- 
nexion with that kingdom, acquired 
eftates, real and perfonaly within this 
Commonwealth, and had alfo become 
entitled to debts to a confiderable 
amount, and fome of them had com- 
menced fuits for the recovery of fuch 
{lebts before the prefeut {roubles had 



interrupted the adminiftratloa of juf- 
tice, which fuits were at that time 
depending and undetermined; and 
fuch eftates being acquired, and debts 
incurred, under the fan&ion of the 
laws and of the connection then fob-' 
Ming, and it not being known that 
their Sovereign hath as yet fet the 
example of con fifca ting debts and 
eftates under the like circumftances; 
the public faith, and the law and 
u&ges of nations, require that they 
mould not be confiscated on our part, 
but the fafety of the United States 
demands, and the fame law and 
ufages of nations will juftify, that 
we mould not ftrengthen the hands 
of our enemies during the continu- 
ance of the prefent war, by remitting 
to them the profits or proceeds of fuch 
eftate, or the intereft or principal of 
fuch debts. 

Be it therefore enacted by the Ge* 
neral Aflembly, that the lands, flaves, 
flocks, and implements thereunto 
belonging, within this common* 
wealth, together with the crops now 
on hand, or. hereafter to accrue, and 
all other eftate, of whatever nature, 
not herein otherwife provided for, of 
the" property of any Britifh fubjeft, 
fhall be fequeftrated into the hands 
of Commiffioners to be appointed 
from time to time by the Governor 
and Council for each particular eftate, 
which Commiffioners fhall have 
power, byv fuits or actions to be 
brought in the names of the proprie- 
tor, to receive and recover all fuma 
of money hereafter to become due to 
the faid proprietors of fuch eftates ; 
to direel by agents, ftewards, or 
overfeers, the management of the 
faid eftates to the beft advantage, to 
provide out of the monies fo received 
and recovered, and the crops and 
profits now on hand, or hereafter 
accruing, for the maintenance, 
charges, taxes, and other current 
expences of fuch eftates, in the firft 
place, and the refidue to carry into 
the loan office of this Commonwealth; 

and 
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and. to take dut certinoates for the 
feme from the faid , office, in the 
name of the proprietor of fuch eilate, 
*>&ch certificates feaU be delivered in 
to the Governor and Council, before 
whom alfo 4 fair account, on oath, 
ef the receipts and dithuriements for 
she find e&ate, (hall be annually Laid, 
tad if wrong, {hall be fubject at their 
initance to be revifed and adjufted, 
in the name of the proprietors ; and 
all balances due thereon from the 
{aid Cemmiffioners, to be recovered 
in a court of juftice, according to 
the ordinary forms of the law ; and 
fuck .balances, fo . recovered, to be 
placed in, like manner in the faid 
loan office. And the Governor and 
Council (hall once in every year lay 
feeibre? the General Aficmbly an ac- 
count of the faid certificates put into 
their hands, fpecifying the names of 
the owners, and (hall fee to the fafe 
keeping of the fame, fubject to the 
future direction of the legiflature* 
And where any fuch eftate is holden 
in joint tenancy, tenancy in com* 
mon, or of any other undivided in- 
tereft with any citizen of this Conw 
roonwealth^ it (hall be lawful for 
fuch citizen to proceed to obtain 
partition by fuch aclion, fuit, or 
procefs, to be inflituted in the Gene- 
ral Court or High Court of Chan- 
cery, as is allowed to be had againit 
a citizen in the like cafe ; and fervice 
©f procefs in any fuch fuit on the 
Commiffioners appointed for fuch 
eftate, and orders, judgments, and 
decrees thereon, to be rendered, 
fhall be to all intents and purpofes, 
as valid and effectual as if the party 
himfelf had appeared in defence : 
faving neverthele(s to fuch defendant, 
Jf the partition be unequal, fuch re- 
firefs as (hall be hereafter allowed 
him by the legiflature agaiaft the 
party plaintiff, his heirs, executors, 
or adminiffrators, and agaiqft the 
lands themfelves allotted to the plain- 
tiff on (tick unequal partition, and 
.not fold to any person for a valuable 



Confideration aft a ally and bona fide 
paid, or agreed to be paid; but all 
lands fo fold after partition mall be 
absolutely confirmed to the purcha-> 
fer, and all claiming under him. ac- 
cording to the terms of his purchafe, 
in like manner as if the vender ,ha4 
held an indefeafible eilate therein. 
And the (aid Commiffioners (hall ufe 
their bed (kill and endeavours to ob- 
tain a fair and equal partition for 
their principal, for which purpofe 
they may employ neceflary agents 
and council at his expence; and for, 
this, and all other their trouble and 
expences, fuch allowance (hall be 
made them out of the profits of the 
eilate as to the Governor and Coun- 
cil (hall feem reafonable. 

And be it further enacted, that it. 
(hall and may be lawful for any citi T 
aen of this Commonwealth, owing 
money to a fubjecl of Great Britain, 
to pay the fame, or any part thereof, 
from time to time, as he (hall think 
fit, into the faid loan office, taking 
thereout a certificate for the fame in 
the name of the creditor, with an 
endorfement under the hand of the 
Commiffioner of the faid office, ex* 
preffing the name of the payer, and 
(hall deliver fuch certificate to the 
Governor and Council whoie receipt 
fhall difcharge him. from fo much of 
the debt. And the Governor and 
Council fhall in like manner lay be- 
fore the General Afiembly once in 
every year an account of.thefe certi r 
ficates, fpecifying the names of the 
perfons by and for whom they were 
paid, and ihaJl fee to the fafe keep- 
ing of the, fame, fubjecl to the fu- 
ture direction of ihe legiflature. 

Provided, that the Governor and 
Council may make fuch. allowance 
as they (hall think reafonable, out of 
the faid profits and in bereft arifingon 
money (b paid into the loan o&ce, to 
the wives and children refiding in 
this State, of fuch proprietors or ere* 
ditors. 

And be it further enacted, that all 

fuits 
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faits which were spending in any 
court of law or equity within this 
Commonwealth o* the 12th day of 
j^prU, in the year of our Lord one 
thoufaad (even hundred and feventy- 
ii^r, wherein Britifti fubjecls alone 
*s« plaintiffs, ami any citizen of this 
Commonwealth is a defendant, fhall 
(land continued {unlefe abated by the 
death of either party) in the fame ftate 
in which they were at that time ; and 
where citizens and Britifh fubje&s 
ore joint plainttfft again ft a citizen, 
thp Court may proceed to trial and 
judgment, but execution as to 4b 
much of any debt fued for and re- 
covered in fuck a&ion, as will accrue 
Xo *uch Britffli fubjeft, (hall be fuf- 
pecded till farther direction of the 
iegiilature. And in all fuch fuits 
wherein any citizen of this Common- 
wealth is a plaintiff, and any fubjett 
of Great Britain is a defendant, the 
Court may proceed to trial, judg- 
ment, and execution, faving to the 
defendant fuch benefit of re-hearing, 
,or new trial, as fhall be hereafter al- 
lowed by the legiflauue. 

Jhjten, Sept. 17. By the lateft 
jul vice, it feeois. the Britifh fleet 
and army are preparing to move to 
the Northward, with a view to 
deftroy the French fleet, and re- 
poiTefs themfelves of Bofton. Count 
D'Eftaing, we underhand, is pre- 
pared for them, as he has thrown up 
fuch works on the iflands, at the ' 
entrance of the harbour, as to render 
it impoffible for the whole navy of 
England to eater ; and we hear a 
number of brigades are detached 
from the grand army, and upon their 
march fer thefe parts, and cvsty pre- 
caution has and will be taken for 
our defence by land. 

Our inveterate enemies, fmce de- 
ftroying a great part o^ the town of 
Bedford, Have been, employed in 
ravaging and deftreying upon the 
South ihore f particularly at Home's 
and Woon's Hale, where they burnt 
and carried offfeveral veftels, 

Vq*. VII. 



Fijh-kilU S^/. io. Account* 
from New York by deierters, as well 
as perfons come out of the city in 
exchange, fay, that the enemy, by 
appearance, are preparing to leave 
the city* their heavy cannon and 
artillery being embarked.— They are 
felling oft' the firewood, fait, Sec. 
which was ftored for public ufe ; all 
the flour is dilivered to the bakers to 
be made into bifenit. Governor 
Tryon was returned with fome 
thou fan d head of cattle from the 
eaft end of Long-lfland, and they 
were killing and fairing them up. 

Laft evening we were informed that 
the enemy's whole army had marched 
from New- York to Kirtgfbridge* 3s 
if they meant by this move to give 
General Washington battle. 

New-York, Sept* 17. Yefterday 
morning arrived here his Excellency 
the Hon. John Byron, Efq. Vice- 
admiral of the Blue, in his Majefty's 
fhip Princefs Royal, of ninety guns, 
wiih the Culloden, Capt. Balfour, 
of feventy-four* 

Same day arrived here from Hali- 
fax his Majefty's armed (loop Howe, 
commanded by Lieutenant Faufon, 
which place (he left en Monday 
fe'enoight. By her we learn, that 
the fortifications at that port are put 
in a noft refpe&able ftate of defence, 
a great number of guns being added 
to the batteries on George's Ifland, 
Point Pieafant, Sec. and the fortifi- 
cations around the town are greatly 
enlarged and ftrengthened : the gar- 
rifon is reinforced by the 70th regi- 
ment, commanded by Lieutenant- 
colonel Bruce, the Duke of Hamil- 
ton's regiment, .confiding of one 
thoufand men, commanded by Briga- 
dier-general M« Lean, and the Duke 
of Argyle's Highlanders, confining 
of eleven hundred, commanded by 
Colonel Campbell. Thcfe troops 
make a very fine appearance, are 
healthy, and replete with ardour and 
(pirit for the fervice. The Howe, on 
her paflage, touched at Newport, and 
while there, a fleet of about thirty 
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fail arrived from Martha's Vineyard, 
laden with horfes, horned cattle, 
fheep, hogs, &c. 

Extract of a letter from New-York, 
dated the z6tb of September* 

" On Monday and Friday laft a 
considerable body of forces, infantry, 
and horfe, crofTed over from this and 
Long-Ifland to the Jerfeys, amounting 
to 7000 men. A large body marched 
out at the fame time from Kingf- 
fcridge ; Clinton hinafelf is gone with 
the former, and Knyphaufen in com- 
mand of the latter. . Waihington's 
army have marched , from White 
Plains in two detachments,> Where 
he is gone, or what is the intention 
of our expeditions, is not yet known ; 
they have had a fmall flcirmifh al- 
ready in the Jerfeys, at a bridge near 
a town called Hackinfack, which the 
Americans were attempting to de- 
ftroy; but our people killed feveral 
of them, and fent in here near thirty 
prifoners. 

There, are thirty tranfports under 
orders for the Weft-Indies. They 
are to carry two brigades, or eight 
regiments. So fmall a force can only 
act on the defenfive." 



London, No<v. 14. All the hopes 
with which our Adminiftration have 
.been lately amuiing themfelves, of 
the French fleet not being able to get 
a fufficient quantity of provifions at 
Bofton, are now at an end, as Mon- 
fteur P'Eitaing. has received a moft 
ample fupply ; and that too pre- 
fented to him in the handfomeft 
manner by our Government them- 
felves. In Auguft laft a fleet of 
victuallers, confiding of thirteen 
fail, for our army and navy at New- 
York, was . difpatched from Cork 
without one fingle man of war with 
them for convoy ; .in confcqueoce of 
which certain advices are come, that 
feven of the number were all taken 
together by three American priva- 
teers, and carried into Bofton ; and 
as nothing at all has bten heard of 



the remaining fix mips, it is taken 
for granted that they are, likewife, 
fallen into the hands of the enemy. 
This fupply will compleady victual 
D'Eftaing's fleet for twelve months; 
and our own navy and army will feel 
the lofs in the greateft degree, as no 
more provifions now can be fent to 
them until next fpring. Mean while 
the fhip owners are amply fati&fied 
for the capture of their veffels £ the 
contractor gets double profit by fur- 
nifhing the provifions over again t 
the Miniftry care not what happens, 
fo they keep their places, and the na- 
tion continues fall afleep. 

Admiralty-Office, No*u. 14, 1 778. 

Extracts of difpatches from Vice- 
admiral Montagu, Commander in 
Chief of his Majefty fhips and vefleU 
at Newfoundland, to Mr. Stephens, 
received by the Hawke (loop, lately 
arrived from that iftand at Spithead. 
Extracl of a letter from Vice-admiral 

Montagu to Mr* Stephens, 

dated at St John's, Newfound fand 9 * 

0^.5, .778. 

For the information of my Lords 
Gommiffioners of the Admiralty, I 
beg to acquaint you, that as foon as 
I received certain intelligence that 
hoftilities were commenced by Count 
D'Eftaing in North America, I dif- 
patched Commodore Evans in the 
Romney, with the Pallas, Surprize, 
Martin, and Bonavifta armed (loop, 
under his command, with two field- 
pieces, a party of artillery, and two 
hundred marines under the com- 
mand of Major Wemyfs, to put in 
execution his Majefty's commands 
to me (under his fign manual) to 
-attack, reduce, and take pofleflion 
of the iflands of St. Pierre and Mt- 
quelan ; which fervice, I have the 
honpur to. acquaint their Lordfhips, 
he has performed; and enclofed I 
tranfmit you a copy of the .Commo- 
dore's letter to me of the 17th ult. 
fince which I have not heard from 
him, 0vvij\g to, the very thick fogs 
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and eafterly winds, which have pre- 
vailed thefc three weeks paft. As 
Toon as I can«get a particular account 
,from the Commodore, I will difpatch 
the Hawke with it. 

Captain Linzee, of the Surprize, 
returned from the coaft of Labrador 
on the 9th ult. He was too late on 
the coaJl for the privateer he went 
after, but on his way back took a 
fchooner privateer of ten three- 
pounders, eight fwivels, and forty 
men, in Trinity Bay, called the 
Harlequin, belonging to Salem, 
which I have bought into the fer- 
vice. 

Extraft of a letter from Commodore 
. Ev an s to Vice-admiral Mont ag u, 

dated St. Peter's Road, Sept. 17, 

I arrived here the 14th inftant, 
with his Majefty's mips under my 
command, and immediately fent 
Captain Montagu to the Governor, 
to acquaint him, that as the French 
had committed hoftilities in Ame- 
rica, I came here to demand a fur- 
render of the ifland of St. Peter's, 
Miquelon, and its dependencies, to 
his Britannic Majefty, and demanded 
an anfwer in half an hour. 

The Governor fent the inclofed 
propofals, to which I returned die 
anfwer alio inclofed, and fent Cap- 
tain King of the Pallas, and Major 
Wemyfs, with 117 marines and a 
party of artillery,, to take pofleflion 
of the place, which was immediately 
delivered up to them. 

I have not yet been able to get an 
exaft return of the arms and ammu- 
nition in theiflands ; but the number 
of inhabitants is, faid to be about 
3000, the greater' part of them capa- 
ble of bearing arms. 

I have difpatched the Bonavifta 
floop to Hallifax, agreeable to your 
order, to defije a number of trans- 
ports may to&fent here to carry the 
inhabitants to France, there being 
here only two brigs, one fnow, and 
a few fmall fchooncrs ; and the 
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fcarcity of provifioos in the iilands 
will not admit of victualling properly* 
even the few inhabitants they can 
contain, neither are there any water 
cafks here fit to hold water in: how- 
ever, I propofe, to fend away the 
Governor, his Council, troops, and 
principal inhabitants, in the veflels 
that are here, as foon as poflible ;, 
but to accomplish that will require 
more time than was expe&ed. 

I mall deftroy all the fifhing-ftages, 
florehoufes, and fhallops, and the 
houfes in, the town, as the inhabi- 
tants embark from them. 

I mall fend Captain Chamber- 
layne, of his Majefty's floop Martin, 
to Miquelon to-night, if the wind 
will permit, to fend round the civil 
and military officers to be embarked 
with the Governor for France, when 
a vefTel can be got ready. 
Copy of a letter from the Baron Db 

L'Esperance to Commodore 

Evans, dated at St, Peter's, Sept, 

14, 1778. 

It is with the greateft furprize I 
have received from you a fummon* 
to deliver up this Government into 
the poiTeflion of his Britannic Ma- 
jefty, not having received advice of 
a declaration of war between the two 
nations from my Court. The formi- 
dable force you have brought with 
you, knowing I had it not in my 
power to oppofe it, obliges me to 
cjndefcend to your fummons, on 
condition, that myfelf and the fmall 
garrifon mall quit with all the ho- 
nours of war, as the officer who 
brought your orders has promifed. 

I flatter myfelf I may exped from 
your generofity every thing that is 
in your power to grant to the un- 
fortunate inhabitants under my care. 

In confequence of which, Sir, I 
demand, firft, that all the attention 
in your power may be paid to the of- 
ficers in the civil and military de- 
partments in my government : fe- 
condly, that the inhabitants fhall 
take away their eife&s from their 
U 2 houfes, 
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feoufes, and alfo their ifim ; and that 
they (hall be feftt to France in a fuffi- 
ciertt number of rranfports, that there 
may be no rifk of their perHhing be- 
fore their arrival. Thirdly, that we 
fhall enjoy the exercife of our reli- 
gion during bur ftay in the Colony. 
Fourthly, that the (mall number of 
yeflels in thefe i/lands fhall remain 
the property of their refpective pro- 
prietors. Laftly, Sir, I expect you 
will take care to place proper guards 
to prevent any in fa Its to my people. 
In proof of my condeftenfion to your 
demand, I fend you three hoftagcs, 
viz, Monf. D'Angeac dt fa Loge, 
Second Captain of the troops, Ber- 
tin, officer of the Government, and 
De5 Roches, ,a principal inhabitant. 

Nothing but the appearance of 
fuch a fquadron could have obliged 
rne to confent to yoor fummons, 
which I do in order to fpare the blood 
of my Colonilts, not fearing for my- 
felf, had I only the feelings as an 
officer to confult- 

P. S. I dare hope that you will 
grant every thing I afk, and fend an 
anfwer. 
Copy of m Letter from Commodore 

Evans, to the Boron I>E L'fisFE* 
- xance, dated St. John's Road, 

the \yb Sept, 1778. 

In anfwer to your letter of yefter- 
day, by the officer whom I fent to 
you, to fummon you to forrender the 
irfands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, 
to his Britannic Majefly, which you 
have thought proper to do, under 
particular articles ; agreeable to your 
reqUeft, the troops fhatf be permitted 
to march out of the town with all 
the honours of war; the officers, 
civil and military, and the other in- 
habitants of the town, mayremiin 
in their refpeclive houfes, 'tiii an op- 
portunity offers of fending them to 
Prance. 

There will be no interruption in 
the* exercife of their religion, and 
care fhall be taken that no lnfelts be 
given them. 

Id tfonfideration of my granting 



you thefe terms, you Mil upon ydtrf 
honour give a true and faithful ac- 
count of the number of inhabitants, 
difrrnguifhrng their fexes, with an 
account of all the ordnance, artrts, 
ammunition, and all other warlike 
Itores ; together with the number of 
vefTels, hming-boats, fifh, oil, and 
other merchandize, that are in the 
faid iftanrds ; all which fhaH be deK- 
vered up to fuch officers as I m*y 
think proper to appoint to receive 
them, and to be difpofed of in fuch 
manner as I fhall think proper. And 
the inhabitants may be *ffitred of aH 
the indulgence it may be in mypowcr 
to grant them, during their my on- 
thefe iflands. I (hatt land a detach- 
ment of troops on the iftand, when 
the officer returns, who is charged 
with this letter, and the hoftages Will 
be delivered up as (ben *s Englifli 
colours will be hoWed at St. Peter's. 
Bxtra3 of a Letter from Vke*Adm- 
Montagu, to Mr. S'T-emiens, 
dated St. Job***, Oa.iS, \ji%* 
By his Majefty*s ihxp G*adak>ope> 
that failed from hence the 7th in- 
ftant, I did myfelf the honour to 
write to you by way of Lifton, and 
enclofed you a copy of Commodore- 
Evans's letter to me from St. Pierre's, - 
of the 17 th of September, with co- 
pies of what had paffed between hint 
and the Governor of that Wand, tfr 
that time. Duplicates of which I 
tranfraitted the &th inftant, by* mer- 
chant vefTe! bound to Ireland. 

On the nth inftant, the Commo- 
dore arrived here in his Nfajefty's fhip 
Romney, (not thinking *{tr prudent to 
remain any longer with to large a 
flrip, in that road, fo late in the fca>- 
fbn) and brought with htm his Ma- 
jefly *s (hip Pallas, a French fetter of 
marque of 400 tons, and a ftiow, 
both from Bourdenux, loaded witli 
provinons for St.Pierre*s and M<quc~ 
Ibn. They both went into St. Pierre?* 
Road, after the place hadfurrendered. 
I am now to inform you, that the 
Commodore has (in the vcfl'ds he 
found at St. Pierre's) tmbarked the 
Governor 
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Governor and his fafte, with die were brought fafe, the other, teadtcl 



ooo^s, and all the principal inhabi- 
cams, women and children, amount- 
ing in the whole to 932, and lent 
them to France* before be left the 
place ; and as tranfports were daily 
expected from Halifax, to take the 
remainder of the inhabitants (whom 
he fuppofts io be about tooo) he has 



with ordnance* ftores, We conclude 
foundered in a hard gale of wtadt- 
we (laid here (wo day* to com pleat 
ottr water, then failed ?6t St. John's, 
Newfoundland, Where We Arrived tha 
5th of September; the }2th We bail- 
ed under the command of Commo- 
dore Evans, in his M&jtRy's felp 



left tne Sorprisfie and Martin to fee Romney, Surprize frigate, Martin 



them embarked, with orders to 
deftroy the hoofes, ftores, &c. that 
were refraining. 

indofed I tranfmit you an accoout 
oftheirih and Oil found at St. Pierre's 
and Miqeekm, together with the 
number of- boats, and fmall arms, 
agreeable to the return made to me 
by Commodore Evans. 
No. I. 
An acttrwtrt of the fmall arms and ac- 
coutrements fund at St. Pierre 9 ! and 
Mrpteion, belonging to the French 
Krngi viz. 

Total number of mufouets, 173 ; 
bayonets, 173; cartouch-boxes, 172; 
fwords, 88 ; belts, 106. 

J. Montagu. 
No. II. 
An acconxt of fiatlops, fjh f oil, and 
fait, found at St. Pierre's and Mi- 
attehn* belonging to tb$ inhabitants 
of the faid iflands, viz. 
Total number of mallops with 
fhiftnse decks, 16; ftrallops with 
fixed decks, 22 ; fhaKops without 
detks, ]6j; canoes, 82, Kfh in 
quintals, 16,235 ; oil in hogfheads, 
zoT ; fait in hogiheads, 244. 
{Gazette.]' J. Montagu. 

Extra&ofa letter from Mr. Pater- 
ion, Surgeon of the Pallas, dated 
St. John's, Newfiyndland,08. 19. 



and Bortavifta floops, for St. Pierre's, 
a French fettlement in Newfound- 
land, with orders to take, burn, and 
deftroy all French, property. We ar- 
rived there the 15th, and took j*>f- 
feffion of the town, and the 16th ftnt 
all the inhabitants to France in fech 
vefiels as were there ; after which we 
brought away two French mips, hav- 
ing previously loaded them with th« 
moft valuable things on the ifiand, 
valued at i2,oool. inftead of which, 
had we had veflels to put the goo4t 
which were on the ifland on board of» 
we might have had three times tha 
fum. As foon as the inhabitant* 
were put on board the veflels*, we 
burnt the town, together with feve* 
ral thoufand pounds worth of fcfft* 
We returned to St. John's three day* 
ago, and mall fail for Cadfe the 25 th, 
with a convoy ; after which we art 
to return to England, where we hop* 
to be about the beginning of Ja- 
nuary." 

^ .lull I lifcrf^— .Mil* ■ ,— !■*- 

Whitehall, Dec. 1, 177S. 
Copj of a letter from General Sit 
Heury Cltntow, Knight oftbt 
Bath, to Lord Geokse GiTtMAiH* 
dated Nitv^Tork, 08. t, 1-778. 

My Lord, 
Judging it a neceffary fltep towards* 
obtaining the reieafe of the troops of 



I embrace this opportunity of the Convention of Saratoga, to re- 
writing by the Hawke floop, bound new the demand for fulfilling tfc* 



exprefs to England. We arrived at 
Quebec the 25th of Auguft, after a 
tedfcus paflage of 13 weeks. We 
iailed from Portfmouth with 1 3 fkfl of 
tranfyorts, on board of which were 
1000 foreign troops, 12 fail of which 



conditions thereof, at the fame eirae^ 
that in obedience to his Majefty'* 
eommaads flgnirled to me in your 
Lordihip's letter of the 1 2th of June, 
J offered the aflurances therein direct- 
ed ; I fent a letter to the American 
Coogrefs, 
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Congrefs, of which the inclofed is a 
copy, and another, of the fame tenor 
and date, to General Wafhington. 

In anfwer to the former, I received 
a letter on the rft inftant from the 
Secretary of the Congrefs, a copy of 
which I have the honour to inclofe. 
. To the latter no anfwer has as yet 
been received. 

I have the honour to be, Sec. 

H. Clinton. 

Copy of a letter from his Excellency 
. Sir Henry Clinton to his Ex- 
. cellency Henry' Laurens, Efq. 

■ Prefident, and others tin Members, 
cfthe American Congrefs at Phila- 
delphia, dated New-York, Sept. 1 9, 

■ *778:< 

Sir, 

Nothing but his Majefty's pcfitive 
inftruclions, of which I fend you an 
extract, could have induced me to 
trouble you or the American Con- 
grefs again on the fubject of the troops 
detained in New-England, in direct 
contravention of the treaty entered 
into at Saratoga. The neglect of the 
requifitions already made on this 
jfubject is altogether unprecedented 
among parties at war. J now, how- 
ever, repeat the demand, that the 
Convention of Saratoga be fulfilled, 
and offer, by exprefs and recent au- 
thority from the King, received fince 
the date of the late requifition made 
by his Majefty's Commiffioners to re- 
new; in his Majefly's name, all the 
conditions flipulated by Lieutenant- 
general Burgoyne, in refpect to the 
troops ferying under his command. 

In this' I mean to difcharge my 
duty not only to the King, whofe 
orders I obey, but to the unhappy 
people ' likewife, whofe affairs are 
committed to you, and who I hope 
will have the' candour to acquit me 
of the confequences that muft follow 
from the new fyltem of war you are 
pleated to introduce. 
; I have the Honour to be, &c. 

. H. Clinton, 



Copy cf a htttr from Charles 

Thomson, Secretary to the Con- 
■ g re f s > i0 b* s Excellency General 

Sir Henry Clinton, dated 

Philadelphia, Sept, 28. 
Sir, 

Your letter of the 19th was laid 
before Congrefs, and I am directed 
to inform you, that the. Congrefs of 
the United State, of America make 
no anfwer to infolent letters. 

J am, Sec. 
(Signed) Cha. Thomson, Sec. 
Copy of a letter from General Sir 

Henry Clinton to Lord 

George Germain, dated JV>w- 

York, Oaober 8, 1778. 
My Lord, 

On the return of the troops from 
the expedition to Bedford, &c. I pro- 
pofed taking a forward pofition with 
the army, as well to procure a fup- 
ply of forage, as to obferve the mo- 
tions of the rebel army, and to fa- 
vour an expedition to Egg Harbour ; 
at which place the enemy had a num- 
ber of privateers and prizes, and con- 
fiderable fait works. , * *' 

Accordingly on the 22d of laffc 
month, I requeued Lord ComwallLs 
to take, a pofition 'between New- 
Bridge on the Hackinfack River, 
in Jerfey, and Hudfon's River, and 
Lieutenant-general Knyphaufen one 
between Wepperham, on the lail of 
thofe rivers, and the Brunx. 

In this fituation, with the affiftance 
of the Hat-boats, we could aflemble, 
the army on either fide of the North 
River in 24 hours ; and by our hav- 
ing the command of that river as far 
as the Highlands, Mr. Wafhington 
could not aflemble that of the rebels 
in ten days ; to have done it in Jer- 
fey, he mull have quitted his moun- 
tains, and Hiked a general action 
in a country little favourable to him. 

As by the move before-mentioned, 
the provinces of Jerfey and New- 
York were opened, we received a 
confiderable fupply of provifions, and 
a number of families came in- 

' General 
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•" General Walhtngton did not feem 
to mew the leaft difpofition to af- 
iemble his army, and the militia kept 
at a diftance ; however, by* a well 
proje&ed plan of Lord Cornwallis's, 
almoft an entire regiment of the ene- 
my's light dragoons we're furprized 
and carried. 

For the particulars of this, I beg 
leave to refer your Lordfhip to Lord 
Cornwallis's report ; a copy of which 
1 have the honour toinclofe. 

Having acquainted your Lordfhip, 
in my letter, No. 20. that the con- 
voy is now ready for the expedition, 
I have therefore directed the troops 
to fall back, in order that fuch of 
the regiments as are deflined for 
that fervice, may proceed upon it 
without delay. 

I am> &c. 

H. Clinton. 

Copy of a Report from Lieutenant' 

general Earl Cornwallis to Sir 

Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 

New Bridge, September 28, 1778* 

Sir, 
Having received intelligence that 
a confiderable body of militia arid a 
regiment of light dragoons were af- 
fembled in the neighbourhood of 
Taapan, in order to interrupt our 
foraging, a plan was formed on the 
evening of the 27 th for furprizing 
them. Three deferters from the right 
column alarmed the militia, who 
were pofted near "New Taapan, by 
which means they made their efcape ; 
but the left column, commanded by 
Major»general Grey, were fo fortu- 
nate as not to be difcovered ; and 
the Major-general conduced his 
march with fo much order and fo 
filently, and made fo good a difpo- 
fition to furround the village of Old 
Taapan, where the regiment of dra- 
goons lay, that he entirely furprized 
them, and very few efcaped being 
either killed or taken. He likewise 
fell in with a fmall party of militia, 
a few of whom were killed, and 
fome jajten prifoneri. The whole 



fofs on our fide was one man lulled 
of the 2d battalion of light infantry, 
which corps had the principal fhare 
in this bufmefi, and behaved with 
their ufual fpirit and alacrity. 

The 71ft regiment, commanded 
by Lieutenant-colonel Campbell, and 
the Queen's Rangers, under Lieute- 
nant-colonel Simcoe, who croiTed 
the North River from Lieutenant- 
general Knyphaufen's divifion, and 
'were to have co-operated with the 
other columns, were prevented, by 
the defertionof the three men before- 
mentioned, from furprizing a body 
of militia, who by that means took 
the alarm and made their efcape* 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) Cornwallis. 

Extras of a letter from General Sir 
Henry Clinton, Knight of the 
Bath, to Lord George Germain 
dated OSiober 25, 1778. 
In^my letter of the 8th inftant I 
mentioned that my move into Jerfey 
was partly to favour -an expedition 
fent to Egg Harbour. I have now 
the honour to inclofe copies of two 
reports made to me by Captain Fer- 
gufon of the 70th regiment, who 
commanded the troops employed 
upon that fervice, to which I beg 
leave to refer your Lordfhip for an. 
account of its fuccefs, under the di- 
rection of that very aclive and zea- 
lous officer. 

(Copy.) 

Report of Captain Ferguson *f tbt 

jotb regiment f to bis Excellency 

Sir Henry Clinton, dated 

Little Egg Harbour, 0#. 10, 1778. 

Sir, 
I have the honour to inform you, 
that the fhips, with the detachment 
ordered to this place, arrived off the 
bar on the evening of the cth inft. 
when Captain Colins fent in the 
galleys, but the fhips could not enter 
before the 7 th. 

Three privateers of fix or eight 
guns, with an armed pilot-boat, had 
efcaped out of the harbour before 

our 
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enr arrival, in con fcq twice of advice 
received on the 2d from Mr, Living- 
fton, warning them of our detonation. 
As it was from this evident that 
preparations had been making againft 
PS ipr fcveral days, it was determined 
to allow nq further time, but to pufy 
»P with our gallies and fmall craft ; 



militia there had been reinforced fmtn 
Philadelphia by a detachment of 
foot, five field pieces, and a body of 
light horfc, our fmall detachqaeni 
could not pretend to eater twenty 
miles further into the country, to 
reach the ftpres. and fmall craft t^ere j 
and the fhallownefs of the navigation 



with what foldiers could be crowded rendereditimprafticable for the gallies 



into them, without wafting for the 
coming in of the mips ; accordingly, 
after a v^ry difficult navigation of 29 
rapes inland, we came oppofite to 
Chefnut Neck, where there were fe- 
vera} veffels and aboqt a dozen of 
houfes, with ftpres, fpr tfie reception 
of prize goods, and accommodation 
for their privateers men.. 

The rebels had there erected a 
work with embrafure? for fijc gum, 
m '4 level with the waiter, tQ take 
(he channel, and another upon 3} com- 
manding eminence, with a platfgrm 
for gnns en Barbette, in which how- 
ever ic afterwards appearedjthat tHey 
had not as yet placed artillery. 

The banks of the river below the 
works being fwampy, rendered it ner 
ceflary for the boats with the troops 
to pais within mufquet (hot, in oiw 
der to land beyond them 2 previous 
to which Captain Coljns advanced 
with the gallies tp cover our landing* 
md as he came-to very cjpfe to «he 
works, and the guns pf the gallies 
were remarkably well pointed, the 
fire from the rebels was effectually 
Rifled i and, the detachment lauding 
with eafe, foon drove into the woods 
fhe ikulking banditti tHat endea* 
voured to oppofc *$. 

The feamen were employed all that 
evening, and the neju day till noon, 
In deftrpytog ten capital veflbls ; and 
the JbJdiers in den»i$Jhin|f the vil- 
lage, which was the principal refort 
.©/th*anetf pf pirates. Had we arrived 
fcy furpriise, we meant tp have pufhed 
forward with celerity to the Forks, 
ivithin thirty-five miles of Philadel- 

ijhia. gut as the alarm had been 
^read through the country, and the 



to co-operate with us; it was therefore 
determined to return without lofe of 
time, and endeavour to employ pur 
force with effecl elfewhere: but.fotine 
pf our veffels having* run a-grpMnd; 
notwithstanding the very great dili~ 
gence and activity of Captain Colin* 
and the gentlemen of the navy, an 
opportunity offered, without intejv 
rupting pur progrefa, to make two 
defcents on the north fide of the 
river, to penetrate fome miles into 
the country, deftroy three falt-works, 
and raae to the growd.the'ltore* and 
feulements of a Chairman of their 
Committees, a, Captain of militia* and 
pne or two other virulent rebel** who 
had fhares of the prizes brought in 
hew, and who had all been remark* 
ably active in fomenting the rebet- 
Uon, pppre&ng the people, and foro 
ing them againft their inclination 
and better judgment, to alBft in their 
crimes. 

At the fame time be a/Fured, Sir, 
no manner of infult or injury has 
been offered to the peaceable inhabi- 
tants, nor even to f«ch> as without 
taking a lead* have bee* made, from 
the tyranny or influence of their 
rulers, to forget their allegiance. 

It is my duty to inform yon, that 
the officers and men have chearfolly 
undergone much fatigue, and every 
where fliewn a difpofition to encoun- 
ter any difficulties that. might o&r. . 

I have the boneor to be, with the 
greateft refpeft, fcc 
(Signed) 
Pat. F.«icu80H, Capt. 70th rcg, 

P. S. One foldierof the 5th was 
wounded through the leg at Chefnut 
Neck ; but \ue have neither loft a 

man 



Digitized by 



Google 



c 153 ) 

men by the enemy nor defertion lincc militia of 



we fet out. 

(C Q P Y^ 

Report of Capt* Fbaguson, of the 
JOth Regiment* to his Excellency Sir 
Henry Clinton, dated Little 
Egg-har&our, Q&. 15, 1778. 

Sir, 
Since, the letter whtefc I did myfclf 
the honour, of writing to you ort the 
10th inlL Captain Ccllns has receiv- 
ed a letter from Adinkal Garnbier, 
ftgnifying that the Admiral and you 
are both of opinion, that it is not 
fafe for us to remain here, as the 
array is withdrawn from thejerfeys* 
and, ordering our immediate return ; 
but a* the wind Hill detained us, and 
we had information by a Captain 
and fix men of PcJaikPs legion, who 
hadideferted to us, that Mr. Polaflci" 
bad cantoned bia corps, confiiting of 
three companies of foot, three troops, 
of hoxie, a detachment of artillery, 
and one brafs, field piece, within a 
mile of a bridge, winch appeared ta 
we eafy to $isp c and from thence to 
c^wrour retreat; I prevailed upon 
Captain C^ins to enter into my de-.. 
fjgns, and employ an idle day in an 
attempt that was to be made with 
la/ety, and with a probability of fuc- 
ge& Accordingly, at eleven laft' 
night,, 250 nun were embarked* 
a*d, after rpwin^ ten miles, landed 
at four this morning within a mile of 
tW defile, wliclvwe happily fccured^ 
and fcavin-g yo men for its defence, 
pofhed forward upon the infantry of 
this legion* cantoned in three dif. 
ferent houfes, who are almoil en- 
tirely cut to pieces. We numbered 
unoag t}ieir dead about 5.0, and fe- 
veral officers, among whom we learn 
are a Lieutenant-colonel, a Captain, 
and aw Adjutant. It being a night 
Attack, little quarter could of courfe 
be given ; fo that there are only five 
pri toners. As a rebel ColoneJ Proc- 
tor was within two. miles, with a 
corps of artillery, two hrafc twelve- 
pounders* one tfcrte pounder,, andthe 
Voi,. VII 



the country, I thought 
it hazardous with 200 men*, with- 
out artillery or fupport, to attempt 
. any thing further, particularly after 
Admiral Gambler's letter. 

The rebels attempted to harra& us 
in our retreat, but with great mo- 
deity, fa that we returned at our 
leifure, and' re-embarked in fecurity. 

The Captain who has come over 
to us is a frenchman named* Brom- 
ville. He and the deferttrs inform 
us, that Mr. Polafki has, in public 
orders, lately directed nq quarter ttf 
be given ; and it was therefore with - 
particular farisfaftion, thaf the de- 
tachment marched againft a man 
capable of iffuine an order fo un- 
worthy of a gentlepan and a (bl- 
dier. ' ,: 

It & butjuftke to inform you/ Sit $ 
that the officers and men, bothBri- 
tifli and Provincials, on this occafion^ 
behaved in a" manner to do them- 
fefves honour/ *',/ ' 

To the conduct and (pfrit of Cap- 
tain Cox, Lieutenant Littleton, and 
$nfign Cotter, ofthe^th regiment, 
and of Captain Peter Campbell, of 
the jd Jerfey volunteers, this little 
enterprize owes much of its fuccefs * 
as well as to the arrangements of 
Captain Colins of the navy, and the 
attention of Captain Chriftian, whd 
accompanied the embarkation. 

Being this moment returned, and 
the diipatch veflel going off, I can- 
not give you a precife return of our 
I'ofs, but I believe it does not exceed 
a men killed and 2 wounded. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) 

Pat. Ferguson, Capt. 70th reg. 
^ P. S. The difpatch veflel not ha- 
ving got to fea laft night, I am en- 
abled to inform you, that our yefter- 
day's lofs confifts of two men of the 
5th, and one of the Provincials mif- 
fing, and two of the 5th flightly 
wounded ; Enfign Camp, of the 3d 
Jerfey volunteers, hasreceived a flab 
through his thigh. 

X We 
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.We had an opportunity of deftroy- 
ing part of .the baggage and equir 
page of Folaiki'a legtcn, .by burning 
thejr quarters; , but as the houfes 
belonged xo fome inoftc^niive. Quak^ ' 
ersj who, J am afraid, have fumci- 
en*ly, niffcred already in the confu- ^ 
fiQU of a night*6- fc ramble, I know, 
Sir* that, you will, think with as, 
that the injury to-.be ^hereby done to* 
thjft enemy won! d not' have compen- 
fated for the bufferings of thefe. in- * 
necent people. 
Eptra& ef a letter f rem Rear-admiral 

.Gauiuils./6 Mr. Stephens, dat- 
ed on bemrd the Ardew % off Ne<w~ 

^reri,Qa. to, .1778. 

. Vou will pjkafc to acquaint their 
LonUhips, that having, In conjunc- 
tion witli the Commander in - Chief 
of the army, judged it expedient to 
annoy the rebels at Egg-harbour, 
^t gated near the mouth of thi* port, 
from whence their Sttle * privateers 
felly to intercept the trade bound 
thither, L ordered Captain CoJins, 
.of jbo Zebra, with the Vijgilant, 
Nautilus* dome galleys,- and fmall 
armed- reffcls, of little draught of 
witer, on this ftrvice, the army fur- 
nijhed three hundred men* under the 
command of Captain Fergu&n, on 
, hoard iroatf transports. The little 
fquadfon failed on the 30th of Sep- 
teraber, but, by-nnfavonnWe winds, 
could not get off the bar until the 
5 th, following. I have jbis moment 
received the. accompanying letter 
^om Cajxaki. Co&u, which I ea~ 
~ *lofe for xh» information of .their 
Lprdfhip6, of tlie particulars of j^t 
ipkhai fervite> which we hayceeac^ 
Jon to believe has fenfibly annoyed* 
jehe;o:beh. " 

The. Raleigh, a very fine *b*4 
frigate, has been taken and brought 
in here, by the. Experiment and Uni- 
corn. .„..., 
Zebra, in LiltU Egg-harbour , 0£. 9; 
Sir, 

.The King's ihips,. galleys, and 
. .aaned veflels, appointed to aft under 



my orders, having all joined at 
Staten-Lland, the evening of the 30th* 
of September, ana* the troops being 
embarked on board the tranfports, I - 
got under weigh 1 , and flood to fea, 
with the wind northerly % but it 
fhifting x the day following to the 
(buthward^ and .blowing ftrpng, to- 
gether with fpme fevere weather,, 
which aftewards enfued, prevented * 
our getting off this place before the 
afternoon of the 5 th of this month* 
when the tide proving favourable, I 
ordered the Halifax brig, together 
with the Dependence and Corhwallis 
galleys, to proceed into the harbour, 
and take a pofuion to prevent the 
efcape of any of the enemy's venels* 
The wind being at north weft, and 
continuing to blow frelh the next 
day, made it* impoflible to get tha 
King's fhips or tranfpprts over the 
bar, I. therefore ordered the troops to 
be put on board me armed* veflels, 
and it proving a little more mode- 
rate in the- evening, *we had the good 
fortune to get them all rafe into the* 
harbour. As we found by feme in- 
formation we received, that intelli- 
S:nce of our intentions had reached 
e rebels, feveral days preceding 
Our arrival (which enabled them xp 
get four privateers to fea) no time 
was to be loft in proceeding up th# 
river: we therefore embarked a* 
many of the troops as was pofiible, 
on board the galle^r and armed vef- 
•fels (previoufty taking every thing 
out of them which could be done, to 
leflen their draught of water) and 
the reft I ordered into the flat and gun - 
boats, and proceeded witto the whole 
at day-break, the next ftorning up 
the river : our progrefs was attended 
with great difficulty owing to the ex- 
treme fhoalnefs of the wateK and th# 
.want of pilots : the : Granby^ and 
-Greenwich armed floops grounded eft 
Mrtfcccck ifland, and could not be ad- 
vanced farther ; we however got up 
"with the galleys, and. Nautilus and 
Experiment's tenders, about four in. 

■thci 
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.tJbe afternoon, to Cheftiut Neck, 
where the rebels'- had' fevera! veflels 
and (tore houfes. They ranged them- 
Telves in numbers, in a breaft-work, 
they had ere&ed, 'on an eminence, 
and mewed themfelves in a battery 
(which, as we afterwards found, had 
no- guns) oh the beach, but were foon 
difordered by a well managed fire 
from the galleys, the troops landing 
immediately under the protection of 
the gun-boats and cannonade of the 
galleys, fodn drove them from their 
works, and made them (Cfperfe in the 
woods, without any lofs. The veflels 
at this place, amounting to ten in 
number, we fbund\vere moftly Bri* 
tiih, which had beenfeized upon 
by the rebel cruizers ; amongft them 
was the Verins, of London, and others 
of considerable fize, which they could 
not carry higher up : as all of them * 
were feu t tied and difmantled, and 
fome funk", it Was impoflible (nOt- 

. withftanding my folicitude and wifh'es 
.to recover the property of the King's 
fubjecls) to get them down here; I 
therefore ordered * tliem to be * fired 
anddeftroyed. The ftorehoufes and 
Settlements here, which feemed fo 

' particularly adapted to the conveni- ; 
ence of this neit of freebooters', I was 
alfo of opinion, with the command- 
ing officer of the troops, fhould be 
deftroyed ; which was accordingly 
done, alfo the battery before-men- 
tioned; and the work oh the hill. 
About noon, this day*, all the King's 
'flups, and the two tranf^orts, got 
fafe over the bar, and anchored in the 
harbour, 

Had the weather admitted of our 
arriving more opportunely, we had 
it in view to attempt penetrating to 
the Forksi where the rebels have 
fome fmall privateers and arfew other 
inconfiderable trading vefTels ; but as 
the country had been long alarmed, 
the natural difficulties attending the ' 
bringing the galleys and armed vef- 
: fels, unprovided with pilots, up fo 
feoaj and narrow a channel, -through ' 



a commanding country, would hava 
been fo much increafed by the efforts 
of a prepared en<my, that we-ceuld 
not entertain attach topes of focceft, 
particularly as we had intelligence the 
rebels had coHcQed tH their ftrength 
to that point, confifttng of Proclor'i 
artillery, and form* other regular 
force from Philadelphia, is addi* 
fion to a large body of mitttit, pro* 
vided properly with camion ; we 
therefore thought it molt prudent to 
abandon that enterprise. 

The 7th, at noon, I got Under 
weigh with the galleys, armed vef- 
fels, &t. and ffood down the river ; 
the Greenwich and Grtftby armed 
floops being ftrll aground, I brought 
to anchor in the evening, to aflift in 
getting them off, whiclrwa* eftefted 
by talcing every thing oat of them 
the next morning ; during this delay 
of the veflels, the trtops, under the 
command ;of Captain Fergtifon, were 
employed, under cover of the gun- 
boats, in ait eftxorfion on the north 
more, to deffroy fome principle fak- 
works, alfo fome ftores artcr* 'lodg- 
ments belonging to 'the people, the 
moft notbrioos lor* being ooncaraed 
in the privateers, and destroying and 
oppreffirfg the peaeeable and mode- 
rate part of the King's fabjeas, 
which was lifeewife aocdmplsmed 
without any loft. * .. . 

The morning followmg I got ttrtder 
weigh»with all the veflels, and came 
down here with the Cornwallis gal- 
ley andtwo of the atmed* (loops- j -the 
Greenwich having* again^got agroutkl 
in her way down, has obliged me to 
leave the Dependence galley.at fome 
Pittance from here, fox her protec- 
tion. < • ,* 

I (hall take the molt early oppor- 
tunity of the wind to leave this place, 
end (if the- weather proves fo favour- 
able as to 'admit of it) wehavei^m 
view to employ ourfelves, on our re- 
turn to New-York, in looking into 
Barnegat and Cranburyinlets, and to 
deilroy or bring off any vefccls time 
- - X' %. . ■ - $»y 
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. may happen to be there, and demo- 
li/h the felt-works, which are very 
,confiderabIe, on the jhores of thole 
rccefles. ...... 

I think it my. particular duty to in*- 

. form you, the officers and Teamen I 
have had the honour to command on 
this fervice,*have manifefted their 
beft endeavours in their duty. I 

• fhould alfo think.myfelf .wanting, if 
I omitted to acquaint ypu, that Cap- 
tain Fergufon, the commanding of- 
ficer of the detachment of the army, 
as well as every officer and man 
under his command, have ihewn the 
utmofl zeal . and forwardness to co- 
operate in every thing for the ad- 
vancement and benefit of his Majef- 
ty*s fervice. 
I liave the honour to be, with 

Sreat refpect, Sir, your jnoft obedient, 
umble fervant; , , 

Henry Colins. 

P. S. This will be. delivered by 

Lieutenant Quarme, of the Halifax 

Wrig, who,, being on a cruize on this 

itation, and thinking his veflel might 

frove ufeful, I. tooK the liberty* to 
ring on with me, Befides the vef- 
fels I have before had the honour Xq 
inform you were deftroyed at Chef- 
nut Neck, : we have .taken a brig 
here, laden wii^-h lumber ; but as Ihe . 
h (tripped of the.moft material of 
her rigging, and all her falls, and 
'being befides very old and un£tto 
bring round, I have ordered her car- 
go to be put on ; board, the two trans- 
ports, knowing how fervicpable fuch 
a fuppiy will prove to the dock-yard. 
Zebra, Little Egg-flarbcur, ptf.^15, . 

Sir, ' ' ., 

Since clofinjj my letter of the 9th 
inflant, I have had the honour to Re- 
ceive your orders of the icth, by a 
(loop from New- York, to which I 
ihall not fail to pay due attention* 
The weather having proved exceed- 
ingly bad fince that time, and the 
wind having been continually foul^ 
ha.$ prevented me dlfpatching the 



Halifax, as I firil intended; atidjput 
it totally out of my power of attempt- 
ing any movement from hence with 
the fleet, which cannot be under- 
taken but with a good opportunity to 
pafs the bar, which is dangerous and 
difficult. This delay of the veffds 
has given Captain Fergufon and hi» 
detachment an opportunity of per • 
forming a very gallant and merito- 
rious piece of fervice. A Captain, 
Serjeant, and four men, came down 
to us, the evening before Iaft, from 
the rebels, and gave us fome very 
fatisfattorv intelligence of the legion 
of Polaiki (to which they belonged) 
being polled about ten miles front 
hence ; and Captain Fergufon being 
of opinion with myfelf, that a fafe 
attempt might be made to furprize 
them* an arrangement Was deter- 
mined on lali evening, and a de- 
tachment pf 250 men* partly ma- 
rines, were embarked with him in 
the flat-boat, gun-boats, &c. under 
the command of Captain Chriftian, 
of the Vigilant : they arrived at the 
place of landing about four in the 
morning, and the troops making a 
quick movement towards the enemy, 

fot into their quarters aim oft un- 
ifcovered: they made their attack 
with the bayonet, and killed about 
iifty of the legion of Polafki, among 
whom was a Lieutenant-colonel, and 
three other officers, and brought off 
four prifoners. Our Iofs on this oc- 
cafion, I have the fatisfa&ion to tell 
you, is very inconfiderable. Thi* 
morning a fmall privateer appeared 
ojF.here, and it being calm, I fent 
put the boats of the fleet, and 
brought her in ; Ihe is one of the 
little piratical crew that infeft thefe 
inlets, mounts only (ix fwivels and 
one two-pounder; her people made 
their efcapein their boat. 

I have the honour to be, with, 
great refpecV Sir, your moft obe- 
dient humble fervant, 

Henrv Colins 
Rear-admiral Gambier in a futi- 
* fequeqt 
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fequent letter to Mr. Stephen*, Parted 
O&dber 25, mentions rriat Vice-ad- 
miral Byron, with his TquarBrw, 
failed the 1 8 th of that month from 
Sartdy-hook 'for Bofton, In feferch 
tff Count D"Kftaing's fleet*; -and tMt 
Commodore Hotham, with 'the' Mps 
and trah fports under his tomntand, 
would fail- the 20th ,to join Rear- 
admiral Barringtdn at the l,eewar4 
Jflands. 

Wbitiball> December r, 177$. 
fxtraB of a Letter from Lieutenant- 

feverner Stuartw LordGzon era 
7 e r. M KTtrt , dated Dominic** Sept* 
2 9> l 77%' Received Nov. ?Q. 
I am* exceedingly forry, that To 
foon affier clofing irty'difptttches, I 
frave the mortification to acquaint 
your Lordfhip, that this ifland is in 
JrofTeffion of the toenc'h King. 

In the morning of the 7th inft. 
at 4ialf,|>afKottT,nipo^ tearing agun 
From our battery and fignal' poft at 

* palhacrou, pr $cott's-head, and 6b- 
fervm£ the fignal for an enemy, I 
ptdetvd YoungV 'battery at 'Rofeati, - 
bein£ near me, to'repeat it, in con- 

- Jbnnrty to rnftruftions for taking up 
fjgirals ; about a 5 cruarter of an liour 
afterwards, a recotrd gun was fired, ; 
-and the fignal 'ftill continued ; and r 
ijay-Hght fborfly after appearing, I 
Uncovered fome vejiels coming round 
the Point, and^oon perceived, in- 
-ifbead of ours, a white flag frying 
pn the battery. Thefe observations, 
and the increkfing number of veflels 
WKich cattte in fight, foon convinced 
me that they were enemies, who had, 
forced the battery, and w$re coming 
to : arcade Tmrifland. I inftantly or- 
dered th«aferm to be given for af- 
fembiirig our forces : hi the mean 
time the'fhrpsand yefiels ftped for a 
Opiate mttriedToint^fidhel, two miles 
Touth of Rofeau, and, as they ap- 
proached, Idircovered that they con- 
lifted of /four frigates, ten armed 
floops and fthooners, with about 
jwenty others, being transports with 
tfpops. A|)6ut fix o'clock boats were: 



feen>gokg <m fhgw^t Rotrit JKi&al, 
i»nd men landing from *bemtb great 
liunrbeTS. As they were beyond the 
readh of our gurts, they effe&ed their 
landing wictooiit oppofhion* 

I "had at this rime made the J&effc 
'difpofitioh 1 cfruld wich *ur fowll 
force to impede tfieir approach to the 
town, 1 had detached Lieutenant 
*R6fe, the only officer of aetilleiy 
we^ad in garrifon, with fix j»a- 
troflesj and Lieutenant Jones, of the 
48th regiment, an officer of miHria, 
and a volunteer df the 48th regiment, 
Mr, Warner, with twenty -fo«f men, 
half regulars, of the f&h, mid half 
Urilitia, to defend thei>au*iry at L©»- 
biere, which was about halt way be* 
tween Retfeau and the place where 
the enemy were landing. Captain 
Grove, commanding the detachment 
of the 48th regiment, was .potted in 
Youngs battery id the town of Ro- 
leau, our moft important poft, with 
lieutenant Fenton, a»d twenty-nine 
-men, of the 48th regiment, and forty 
tnUitia ; thirty militia, with fome 
tnatroflfes, were thF©wn*intO'frfehrilk'a 
-fcattfefry*; a detachment «f artillaiy, 
mflkia, with others, were placed, 
withtwofield-pleoes^on JdUf^faUI, 
tooppofe their tMtth itoward Char- 
lone-ttown, and Captain Man, the 
chief engineer, commanded the re- 
mainder of the militia, »lfew volun- 
teer troopers, and cther*,;On the new 
battery at Guey's-Htfl. 

The landing of the enemy, amoon? 
; infc at-lcaft'to 2000 men, was in three 
divisions ; the firft of which we could 
pretty nearly dlftinguifh on their way 
to he about tioo-in number, marching 
towards us, as foon -as they were 
hmted, under a very brife fire from 
all -our batteries on that fide: and, 
en their : being within 200 yards >of 
lLoobiere battery, all the artillery 
ammunition being expended, which 
had been carried there, as it was un- 
finiihed and'hadno magazine, Lieu- 
tenants Rofs and Jones with their par- 
ties-retired, the irft joiahig the party 

ac 
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.it MfelvifleV Battery, and the other 
that on Jolly V Hill, according to 
dire&ions I had given ; the enemy, 
in the mean time, took pofleflion of 
Loubiere Battery ; but our heavy Jire 
from our others foOn obliged them 
"to quit it,. and to Ihelter themfelves 
under cover of the high lands on the 
Rofeau fide of Loubiere, River, wherp 
they took poft, waiting for the other 
two divifions, , whkh we could fee 
in full march, from Point Michel to 
Join them. 

We foon discovered they had fent 

,a,confiderable detachment, ampunt- 

rag, as we have , been informed, to 

. joo men, being ^ grenadiers and 

chaffeurs^to the, heights of Dumou- 

lin'aHill; fomeof them were already 

• on the ridge, ready to attack us in t 
. the rear of Guey's Hill and Melville'* 

Battery. # , 

The main body, now reinforced by 
the arrival of the other divifions, had 
begun to form, in order to advance to . 

. the town. A large body of the ene- , 
my was then difcovered to be landing, 
under cover of a frigate, on the north [ 

. fide of the town* confining, accord- 
ing to the information we have iince 

] received, of about 500 privateers men 
and people of colour. Thefe feveral 
attacks, it feems, were to have been 

- made at the fame time, for which, 

* we have been informed, fignajs were ^ 
to have been given from the heights. 

Three of the frigates at the fame 
. time approached us in different direc- 
r tions to cannonade Young's Battery 
-and the town. 

It was now about twelve o'clock, 
when I received a me/Tage on Jolly's 
Hill, oh the point of which I was re-, 
connoitring the difpofition of the. 
.forces of the enemy, from the Coun- 
cil of the ifland, and others of the 
principal inhabitants, requefting, . 
that, on account of the molt critical. 
. and dangerous fituation of the Colony, 
I would call a Council of war. My 
Zeal for his Majefty's fervice, my af- 
fr&ism for his fobjefts, and my own. 



honour, were -inducements for me to 

comply with their requefts, and to 
affemble the military officers as foon • 
as it was pofTible, 

The opinion of the Council, on 
the confideration of the enemy -and 
our own, I fend your Lordihip in- 
clofed. I accordingly Tent a flag of 

. truce to the enemy, to* know what 
terms would be granted to us if we 
ihould be inclined to capitulate ; re- 
folving at the fame time to accept of 

.none but fuch as would be honour- 
able to his Majefty, and beneficial to 
his fubjefts, or to refill to thelaft ex- 
tremity, A parley for an hour was 

,*confented to by the Marquis De 
Bouillei who commanded the French 
troops; and the articles of capitula-. 
tion which I now fend to your Lord- 
ihip were agreed to on his part and 
mine* During the time of the parley, 
one of the £rench frigates, called tfcc 
Tourterelle, fired two broadfides up- 

. on Young's Battery and the town, 
which had very nearly broken it otf, 
and brought us .into immediate ac- 
tion. 

The enemy in the attack njufthajc 
loft confiderably, but they at prefcnt 
conceal the number ; $he lofs to bis 
Mai eity was only two privates of the 
,48th regiment. The different at- 
tacks of the enemy were commanded 
by the Marquis De Bbuille, Gover r 
nor-geheral of .Mardnicb, the Mar- 
quis Duchelleau, now Governor of 
Dominica, Count de Tilly, Vif- 
count Damas, and Chevalier Jeffry, 
a Lieutenant-general and chief en- 
gineer, . ' 

The detachment of the 48th regi- 
ment, with the detachment of arul* 
lery, embarked this day for Grenada, 
which I conceive to be beft for bis 
Majefty's fervice. I intend leaving 
Dominica as foon as X have given 
folidity in eftablifhing the terms of 
capitulation, and will take the firfl 
opportunity to return to Europe. I 
have the honour, kc, 
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r\ S.'Ifent anexprefs to Barba- baggagr, Colours flying, dninuboftfc- 



does to Admiral Banington, in the 
morning of the attack, as foon as I 
dMcovered the fleet was an enemy. 
I alfo difpatched a vefFel to Gover- 
nor Burt at Antigua ; both of which 

got away. 

(COPY.) 

Article of Capitulation, between the 
Marquis D E Bou i l l b , General of 
• the Trench Windward I [lands be- 
• legging to his Moft Chriflian Ma- 
jefty, and Governor S T.u art, 
'Commander in Chief and the In- 
habitants tf Dominica, belonging to 
- his Britanic Majefty* 

Article I. That we the Gover- 
nor, Staff Officers, - Officers of the 
troops and foldiers, (hall march out 
with one ntortar, two field pieces of 
hrafs cannon, with ten rounds for 
each, arms, baggage, and all the 
honours of war* 

' Art. I. Granted that thegarrifon 
fkall march out with all the honours 
of war, and (the officers excepted) 
§iall afterwards lay down their arms. 
A*t. .II. That the regular troops, 
confiftfng of fix officers, and ninety- 
rour men, being non commiffioned 
4tfficers, artillery, and privates, fhall 
be carried to England by the fhorteft 
jaflTage, in a good veflel, with pro- 
visions for the paiTage, or remain, 
here upon their parole. 

Art- II. Granted, on condition 
that they do'not fervc agaraft the King 
of France, until they are exchanged ; 
but the officers onjy may ftay here on 
their paroles, and not the privates. 

Art* III. That the officers anS 
others fhaii have leave to take witl^ 
them their wives and children to the 
Engiifh Iflands, by the fhorteft paf- 
fage, and that a good veflel mall be 
provided for them, with proviftons 
for the paflage* 
- -Ait. -III. Granted. 

Art. IV. That the inhabitants ©f 
the* ifland' fhall march out of their 
pofts, with the honours of war, viz. 
two brafs field pieces, their arms and 



ing, and lighted match. 
Art. IV. Granted. 
Art. V. That tht inhabitants of 
the ifland fhall be allowed their civil . 
Government, ' their laws, cafton&s, 
and ordinances; Jufticc (halt be ad* 
miniftcred by the fame perfons who 
are now in office, and what relates 
to the inferior police of the ifland 
(hail be fettled between his Mole . 
Chriftian Majefty's Governor and the- 
inhabitants : and in cafe the ifland . 
mould be ceded to tie King of France, 
at the peace, the inhabitants fhall 
have their choice^ either to keep their - 
own political Government, or accept 
that which is eftablifhei at Marti- 
nico, and the other French iflands, 
* Art. V. Granted until the peace. 
Art. VI. That the inhabitants, 
as well as the religious order, Xhall 
be maintained in the poftefton of 
their eftate^ and the enjoyment of 
their pofTeffiocs, as well real as perfo- 
nal eftates, noble and ignoble, of what 
nature fo ever they be ^ and tljat they 
fhall be (upported and prefer ved in: 
their privileges, rights* honours and 
exemptions, and the free muiattoes 
and negroes In their liher.ty. 

Art, VI. Granted. 
■ Art. VU. 'that they fhall pay no 
other duty to his Moft Chriftian Ma- 
jeit than they have paid to his Bri- 
tannic Majefty, without any charge 
or imports ", The expences attending 
the adminlftration of jftftice, the mi* 
nifters ftipends, aod. other cuftomary 
charges fhall be paid out of the reve- 
nue of his Moft -Chriftian Majefty t in 
the feme 1 manner as under the Go- 
vernment, of his, Britannic Majefty. 

Art. VII. Granted. And that 
the inhabitants of Dominica may* 
freely export their produce to all 
parts, on paying- into the cuftonvt 
ioufe the. duties which the inhabi- 
tants of the French iflands pay in the 
iflands, or Jn Europe; but the ex- 
; pences for the adminiftration ofjoftke 
• Hull be paid by the Colony. 

ART.vnr. 
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Aut, VIII. Thar die Save*, bag- 
gage, merchandize, and every other 
thing which (hall have been taken 
during the attack of the iliac d, (hall 
be reftored. 

Art, VJIL Granted, that they 
ihall be faithfully rsl*orcd, 

Aar. IX* The abfcnt inhabitants* 
and (uch as are in the fervice of his 
Britannic Majefty, (hall be main- 
tained in the pol&fton and enjoy- 
ment of their eftacca, winch fliall be 
managed for them by attornies, 

A at. IX. Granted. 

A*t. X, The inhabitants mall 
not be obliged to lurnim quartern, 
cr any other thing for the troops , 
nor (laves to work at the fortifica- 
tion*. 

Aat, X, There arc cafes of ab- 
folute neceffity wherein there are no 
C*ceptions > but in ordinary cafes the 
troops fliall be lodged at the King's 
expence, and in houies to him be- 
longing. The negroes employed for 
the public works thai 1 be paid for. 

Art* XI. The veflels and drog- 
hers belonging to the inhabitants of 
the iitand, (hail itill remain their 
propefty. 

Akt. XI. Granted, bat the Eng- 
lifti veflels from Europe (hall be 
faithfully given up and delivered to 
the King's marine. 

Art. XII. The widow* and other 
inhabitants, who through iilneJsj ab- 
fence, or any other impediment, 
cannot immediately iign the capitu- 
lation, (hall have time allowed to ac- 
cede to it. 

Art* Xil. Granted. 
• Art. XILL The inhabitants and 
merchants of this i(Iand included in 
The prefent capitulation, (hall enjoy 
"all the privileges of trade, and on 
the fame conditions as ar granted to 
the fubje&s of his Moft ChrJftian 
Majefty, throughout the extent of 
bis dominions. 

Art. XlIL Granted* 

Art* XIV, The innabitanft (hall 



enjoy their own religion, and' the ml- 
niilcrs their living?. 

Art* XIV, Granted. 

Art, XV* That the inhabitant! 
fhali obferve a ftrLft neutral icy, and 
(hall not be farced to take up arm* 
again ft his Britannic MajeJly, nor 
againft any other power. 

Art. XV. Granted, but the fttb- 
je£ti who were born Frenchmen, may 
fVedy ferve the King of France, 
without being called to an account 
for ir^ in cafe the ifland of Dominica 
mould return to the Government of 
England; and thofe who will not 
ferve /bat! not be molcftcd by the 
French Government. 

Signed Bo.uixlb* 

William Sti/art. 

Art* XVI. AH prifoner.i take*i 
during the attack of the tilands mall ' 
be returned.. 

Art. XVr Granted. 

Art. XVII. The merchants of 
the ifland may receive veiTels to their 
addxefs, from all parts of the worlds 
without their being Co nft fcated ; and 
they may fell their merchandize and 
carry on their trade, and the port 
ihali be entirely trc^ for them, for 
that purpole, paying the cuHomary 
duties paid in the French iilands. 

Art* XVII. Granted until the 
peace, Englifh vefleb excepted* 

Aht. XVIII. Tn* inhabitant! 
(hall keep their arms. 

Art. XVliJ, Granted, on condi- 
tion that they do not ferve againit 
I he King of France* 

A a t . XI X. N<f other but the per - 
fons a&ualiy refiding in the ifland 
(hall poftefs any lands or houfej, by 
purchafe, grant, or otherwife, before 
a peace ; bin if at a peace this iiland 
Jhould be ceded to the King of 
France, then fuchof the inhabitants 
as do not chufe to live under the 
French Government (hall be permit- 
ted to fell their poJTeflion and elfcatcs, 
both real and perfonal, to whom 
they will, and retire wherever they 

plcafc ; 
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toe of tie boufts a jerlbn of the ffered due 
name of M'Ginnia, perilhed ip the 
flames, and on* man was only killed* 
There were -63 4weUipg-houfes, 57 
barns, 3 grift-miHs. and two few- 
inills, burnt, with mofk of the furnK 
tnre and grain contained therein ;f and 
235 horfea, 229 horned cattle, 26^9 
abeep, and 93 oxen , ^ai^en and car- 
ried away. 

Trenton, G3*$er 7. On the mora* 
ingofthe 27th of September, Ge« 
jieral Maxwell received intelligence 
that General: Clinton had , come from 
:Krw-York, to ik*t*n-Ifland the; even- 
ing before. That a Urge body of 
the.enemy were lying , on ftfieir aaps 



battle, but they <}e. 
clined it. ' TKey Tiavfe fent neaVaa 
hundred fmall vefleh up the bay tf 
Hackinfack, fuch^flbops, feallopsi 
tow gallies, and flax-bottomed boat** 
fpr tjje purpofc, ' as it is fuppoftd of 
fringing off their plunder; ; '" * "" 

In the night of the 28th, they^e* 
gan a fmart firing rrom thefr veffirfs* 
with final! cannon or large fwiveii^ 
jit Dehart's Point,' near BIfiiaf*th^ 
town* upon our fentrio, buthirrt hot 
a man. O nr people br^v rernrnett 
jt> f and fuppofed by the bailing- of 
the , enemy that foime of them ^e** 
wounded. 

A gentleman informs us, that &fo 



<mi the Iflan&--TJiat a. number of jor-general Lord Stirling^ vritlP 'k 
armed vcflels and. flaubottoined £oap formidable body of the American afc. 
werccolk^tcd j and thftt.it wascx- ~ * *~" 

.peeked theyvAwopld land at Elizabeth- 

.town Point at eieven o'clock. At 

•JialfrjanV ten they appeared in $ght, 

-tftanding for Crane's-ffrry, with 11 

.or 1 2 iail of brigs, floo_ps andgallies, 

-and their flat-boats behind. Tie 



? iuy, cro^ t)ie North Kiver; aftw 
vdaya ago, in order to chafjtiie tklft 
plundering herefrom New-York. ' 
General Maxwell with hjs, brigwl*, 
has alfo marched to 'co-operate wida 
'his Lordfhip*s detachment. *" ■■■ - 
-,We have juft received information 
ather being, hazy, and the, Qeneral c $ia t ten regynentapf the enemy Uav# 
;attt ieing aWe>to fee their, j§ar, ftp- ^received prders to , 'embark at N«W- 
.poibd them ,to J» coming ;w> force, York, for the Weftilndies. 
and thej?efbreoidlTed^ea^ai?n r |;uns In the night of the 29th of Sep- 
and fismab jut be, fired. Tfee militia : $ember Qovernor Livjngfton received 
.turned outr^tae General w£th j^s "intelligence of &e' enemy** intentions 
* brigade marched down ** * ** 

-Ijririt to meet them " 
^aboot and went 

x and thence npHacldnia<;k l River J T^e ,cnterprize, 
ttemyiJia^et&me;:dayi|;aft4efo}ated * Trenton, 0&. 14. We hear that 
-the -county of Bergen aa far asthe>jOn Wednesday lift the enemy-left 
power extended. They baje^rown Egg-harbour, after having deftfoyed 
^p -feme works on the other fide of /a number of ' veffels, and KeVefai 
**£* l^-bridge#be$ond Hackinfack. . houfes belpnging to gentlemen wno 
The feme day General -Winds, of have di!Uhgw(hea themftlves by thejr 

attachment to the American eanfe* 
They have, it is faid, bent" flkftir 
,;<jourle towards Tom*s Rivefy in order 
to deftroy bur fait Works. 

Among the officers who fell into 

the hands of the enemy in Colonel 

^aylor's late difafter,at0ldTaapan, 

..were Captain Swan, t>o£or Evans, 

' junior, Sturgeon, Lieutenant R in- 




cur militia, ^marched frpm Aquacka- 

nock to Hackin/ack with up^arda of 

1000 men, in.higb, {pirits, a^d more 

were following^ ^G^ne^al \ Heard, 

our other Brigadier,, wajbtf* evening 
"before .wkli ^fiper .regiments, at the 
.ftort hUk above) W/>o5^ridge. 

Genj^Windtbas Jincc; been as 
t-fv & Hackinfadt, and had parties . , „ 

4mtso tbe&ovdtt&te.* He^of- \mpK ^d 
. .Vol. VII. J Z 



three Cornets. 
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|ajn S'titfr being fuddenly fur- 
Munocd by the enemy's hbrfe and 
foot/ and feeing no probable way of 

fetting .off, called out for quarter ; 
^ ut they, contrary to the rules of war 
and every fentiment of humanity, re- 
fund hi* requeft, called him a damned 
X*hi> and ftruck liini over the head 
with a (word— which fired him with 
Jjich indignation, that he bravely 
/ought his way through them, leaped 
#yer a fence; and.efcaped in a mo- 
taii* Lieutenant Barret got off ott 
J^orfebacjc. ; and Lieutenant Morrow 
with a number of others badly wound- 
jK|^and left on the field as dead, 
jwe/e next, morning brought off* by a 
garf^of -the regiment, the remaining 
^artpf which is now commanded by 
t Captj Stith. ' Several of thofe hi* 
party brought oft* are fince dead of 
their wounds. t - 

]> \, Philadelphia, 0<f7. 14, 
Extra Si of a letter from Baltimore, 

*.■ ** Uy a French veflel arrived this 
jnorping from Cape Francois, we 
learn the French had taken pofTeffion 
of Turk's Ifland, and, carried Off the 
people who had fettled there. He 
^alfo fays that three Englifh privateers 
. had been carried into the Cape." 

. /' Philadelphia* Qa, 14. 
SxtraJT of a' letter from General 
Washington to Ctngrefs, dated 
Fijh-kill, Qct.%, 1778. 

* " That part of Baylor's regiment 

: wluch efcaped came off in the nril in- 
stance, and were afterwards brought off 
in ftxdifperfed ajrianner, that the num- 
ber has not been ascertained , but from 
what I have learned I mould eftimate. 
the lofs at about 50 men and 70 
horfe. Major Clough h dead of his 
wounds. This affair appears to have 
been attended with every circumftancc 
of cruelty. 

*' It is a fmall compenfation for 

,-this accident that Colonel Butler, 
three or four days ago, with a party ' 
©f infantry and horfe, comprehending " 
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Major Lee's <tofp$ JurprifeJ about tn 
hundred yagers below Tarry-town, 
killed 10 on the fpot, and took a 
Lieutenant and 18 men prisoners* 
The roughneft of the country facilitat- 
ed the flight of the reft, and prevented 
the fuccefs being more compleat. 

Published by order of Congreft, 
Charlis Thomson, Sec. 
InQongrefi, Qa. e, 1778. 

Refol ved , That 5 0,000 dollar* in 
fpecie, be advanced to Colonel Beat* 
tv, Commiflary-general of prifoners, 
for the ufe of the prifoners in the hands 
of the enemy, and to discharge the 
debts of those exchanged ; and that 
the Commiftary-gen era! make month- 
ly returns of his expenditures to the 
Board of Treafury. 

Extra*! from the Minutes, 
Chailbs Thomson, Sec. 

In confeqaeace of the above refolve, 
it is requefted that all officers who 
have been exchanged fince the firft 
day of May, 1778, and who have 
not lodged the proper orders for pajr- 
- meirt of their board, cloathing, and 
other public exDcnduttres, in the 
hands of Lewis Pintard, Efq. Agent 
in New- York, previous to their leav- 
ing their captivity, that they forth- 
with make out fuch orders, in the 
ufual form, fpedfying the exa& num- 
ber of weeks and»davs of their board- 
ing, &c. and tranfmit the same to 
Captain Thomas Bradford, Deputy 
Commiflary of prifoners, in Phila- 
delphia, or the fubJcribcrs at Head- 
quarters. 

, John Bhatty, 
Com. Gen. Priibnen. 

By the Kikc. > 

A PROCLAMATION 
For granting the Dtftri&uthn of&rinet 
during the f re/eat boftiUtict. > 
George R. 
Whereas, by our order in Council 
dated the 29th of July kit, we have 
ordered that general reprifats> be 
granted againft the taps, goods, and 
and fubjefts of the French King, aad 

.' .that 
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Aat as well our ^tsand JWps, as. foklapd difpo&pW" ^yjtjwn ajjtd thci^^ 



alfo all otkct fliipj and veflek tfiat 
fhall be conrouffioaed by letters of 
marque, or. general reprifals, or 
etherwife, by our Commiflioner* for 



agents, after the. faips ,fhal]L li ay*e v b ^k . 
by us Anally .a&n^Uwfiil i r pri« ai 
and : aot, ptherwtfe, . ( Xhe t $iftnjbu4on>> 
fhall be made as ,/ollwi^xhe whole; 



executing our office of Lord High- of the*neatpro<fucQjfcu^^A^yide4 

Admiral of Great Britain, (hall and* iotd eight equal ^aixa ^u r: : < 

may lawfully feize all mips, veffels /The Captain or Captains "of Va£ 

and goods, belonging to the French, of our faid rfhips and .veffels of waJru 

King,, and bring the fame to judg- : war, who ; f)iall be'aicluajjyoo, boarA 

xnent in any of our Courts of Adroit at the taking of any prize^ Aajkha^ 

raky within our dominions ) we, be-; three eighth Jart^y ;DU,t/in caTeJmjL 

i»g defurou* to give due .encourage-, fuch prize i^all bV. takeo. c by r any a£ 

,f * "' " * ** f * ^ * Q Ur ftiip^ pr veffels of war> :und*tr ^ 



ment to all oar faithful fubje&s wha 
fhall lawfully fetae the fame, and. 
having declared in Council, by our 
ocefcr of the 7th of laft .month, our 
intentions concerning the diftributign. 
of all manner of captures, feizures, 
prizes and. reprifaU, of all mips and 
goods, during the pwfentJwftilities, 
do now make known to ajl our lov- 
ing fttbje&s, and -all others wfyom it 
may concern, Jbythis our Procjama^ 
tion, by and with the advice of our 
Priry Council, that our will an4 
pteaiure is, That the neat produce of 
ail!priz«s.taken,: the right whereof is 
inherent inr us and . our, Crown, be 
given to the takers in the proportion 
anjtmanrie^of proceeding herein af- 
ter ift forth-: that is to fay, That all 
jarizer.takfen by fhipsand veffels hav- 
ing commiffiosw of letters of marque 
and reprifels, may be fold and dif r 
pofed of by»the merchants, owners, 
sitter?, and others to whom fuch let r 
xers of maraue and reprifals are 
granted, for their own ufe and bene- 
St, after £nal adjudication, and not 
before. And we do hereby further 
order and direct, that the neat pro- 
duce of all prizes which are or mall 
-be taken by any of our mips or vef- 
fels of war, fhall be for the entire be- 
nefit and encouragement of our Flag 
Officers, Captains, Commanders, and 
other coronuflioned officers in our pay, 
and of the feamen, marines, and fo]- 
diers, on board our faid ihips and 
veffels at the time of the capture ; 
and that fuch prizes may be lawfully 




command of a .flag or /lagV the flag} 
officer or oncers being ^^Jy- ^ 
board /or oUreiUng-4mdafliding inihg 

c^pj&ww, frail., .^ave •fc&W$Vfy 
three eighth parts} thefaid one etgktj^ 
part to bepaidjto^ch ^ag ojfT " 
officers ija fqch proportions, and.JuJ? 
jeel: to fuch Tegul^tjon^^as ar£ j 
after mentioned : , , ,, i. , , : V,. ' 
V The Cap^nsof^m^ifte^an^ 
faxes, fea; Lieutenant anU-$ 
©aboard* ftall have '^.^i/O^f, 
to be,equally &vi&a3mon$4 §^en\; 
• Thp I^ieujenan, ts and §u^jjjjiy& 
ters , of marines^and ^leuteaanul 
pnngn^.anfj C^art^mauTerV'opa^^ 
forces, Secretaries of^Admirals^of of 
Commodores, with jQaptains under 
them, Boatfwains, iiunnerj, PuJr^ejx^ 
Carpenter, ; Ma%r!s-nutei^;C}}Kuij 
geoo, Pilot, and Chaplain pn boara, 
ftall fc have one e^hlb} t tety .ity^ 
equally divided An^nj^.fhejn t *V ; ~; 
,Tfce Midfhipmen, Captain^ Cleric, 
Matter fail mater, Qarpenter^-mates, 
Boatfwaiff>-mates, r ^fuhuer f s-mate5, 
Matter at arms, Coipyra^, Yeoinert 
of the Jheets, Cockfwain.* Quarter* 
matters, Quarter-maflers-rnates/Chi- 
rurgepnVmates, yeomen, of the pow- 
der room, Serjeants, of marines,, and 
land forces on board, fhall have one 
eighth tart t to be 'equally, divided 
amoagit them ; 

The trumpeters* quarter-gunners, 
carpenter's crew, ftewar.ds, cpok, ar- 
mourer, ftewardVmate, cook's-mate, 
gunfmith, cooper, fwabber qrdinarv, 

Z a trumpeter, 
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tf um^ tfa y barber, aoWftatneVor- 
dftiiuy feuxrth, arid Marines and other 
fotdiers, and aft other perfons doing 
dfqty and iffiftihg on board, mall 
Have t<wo tifbtb p&tt, to be equally' 
divided ambagft them. 

Provided that if any officer being 
cm boa^d any of our mips of war, at 
the tlnie of tsdg^g any prize, (halT 
have m6re commiffioris or offices than 
oVeMuch officer Ihafl be entitled orily 
ipthe (hare or (hires of the prises* 
w^icli; accortHny to the above-men- 
flonetf 1 difbibution, (hall belong to 1 
fif ftfoerior cbmnriflion or office. 
AW we do hereby ftrifliy enjoin all 
Commanders of ottr (hips and vefleli 1 
of war, talcing any prize, as foon as* 
way be, to transmit", or caufe to be 
franfthitted, to^thtf Commitumtersof 
our navy, a true 55 of the names of 
Hf the officers; ftarimn, marines, (ok 
iiers^ and others ». who are aftSally 



( if* r 



niofter bookf of aty &&&' ftipa rf 
War, and anamed lifts, ak the (aid 
agents (hall fikd roquitefbr their dU 
reftion in paying the produce of fad* 
prizes and odttiwife mall he aiding 
and afli(bmg to the Aid agtnor in aS 
fcch matter* at (hall b» neceflary* 

We do hereby further will and di~ 
red, tiat the foUowrng regmatiomr 
(hall be*dbftrved concerning the oiti 
eighth f dirt herein befbre mentioned 
to oe granted to eke flag or flag offi- 
cers, who (haft *atrttJy be ojn board 
at the takrngof atiy priw, or maU h* 
direakj or anlftiwg therein. Firft, 
That a flag oJ&tar, Commander in 
Chief, when thei* ts bat one £am 
6ftte* upon feme** (halt hare to h» 
own vttt the (hid •** Wjf hth part of 
the prizes feken by (fatpt and veftb 
nifrder hi* command: fexmdty, That 
a flag officer, fait to command at Jaw 
*f^«u« vvnv..^ ttu« «v _v* H ~ v matca, or eflewheroV &aM have no 
( bgfard otfr (hrjw and veflels of war right to any (bare of prizes taken fayr 
irhOT tfjeii* comnifcnd at ^t he time of Alps or vdfcl* employed there,, fee* 



& 



the ttptufcY which lift mail cqntate 
the quality of iihe^ervfceof each per- 
fim on board; 'a%d Be febferibed by 
^<?i#a1jrfs fer -COThmarfdingOffii 
!et, and thrWor more of the chief 
Officers oh 6o*td; y ■ 
* AM we do hereby retjuire and di- 
ttflrtfte Conimh^ohSrs of <mr mvryv 
dr any three 6Y Aorip of them, to e* 
Jtmiiie, or caufe to be examined* 
llichMiihVbrthfc mufter books of fuck 
(hips aid vtffekof wir, and lifts atrii 
tiexed thereto, to fee tnat fuek fids 
tip agree with the said niufter books 
and annexed lifts,* as to the names", 
qualities, or rafrags; of the officer*, 
feamen, marines, foldiers, and others 
belonging to fuch (hips and veftels of 
war, smd upon retjueft forthwith H> 

{jrasrt & certificate of the truth of any 
ift trahffhit^ed to them, to the agents 
tiofflhiated and appointed by the cap* 
fors, to take care and difpofe of fitch 
prize ; and al(b upon application to 
fhen> Jthe fajd Commiifioners) they 
frail ^ive, or caufe to be given, to 
jfce ty& agen^, all ftch lifts from the 



&re He arrives attineitaoe to wkk8 
he h ^t, arid a&finy takes tadq 
kirn the command: thirdly, dial 
when an inferior flag ofbtr is fimt 
Out to reinforce a faperior Sag officer 
at Jamaica, or elfewtstre, thosijf«4 
nor lag ofieer(hali have ao right to 
an^ (hare of prises taken by the in* 
ferior flag officer, before the inferior 
flag officer (hall arrive within theft 
inits of the cofl^mand of the ffit^e« 
rior flag officer, ami aauatfy recetvt 
lome order from him; fourthly, 
That a chief dag officer retarniBg 
home from Jamaica, or elfewhen»T 
lhall have no (hare of the prixes takdi 
by the (hips or veflcls left behind to 
aft under another command : fifthly, 
That if a flag officer is fent to com- 
mand in the ont-pbrts of this king- 
dom, he (hall have no (hare of the 
prizes taken; by (hipsor veflels, whiclv 
have failed irom that port by order 
from the Admiralty: (ixthly, That 
when more flag officers than one ferve . 
together, the eighth part of the prizes 
taktttby any ihips or vc&ls of the 

fleet 
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feet 6r fqdaAreny (hjrftbtdwtort'ift affiiHngin tta cajHure; fhmTfcefei* 



the felki*in#, proporrio**, vi& If 
there be but two flag •fficcn, the. 
thief (hall have tm>*. /^/WjMrttr of, 
.the iktd oile eighth past,* and the- 
ttfber (haH have the iwaWngr*Vra4 
v/«rf ; but if the ftftmhfer of flag of- 
£ceo be move tlito two, the chief 
{hill have only #*r bajf y .and the 



eighth) ta^tt Rut it id oar ia tendon, 
neverthelefsy that the* above diftri- 
btttion maU'only extend to fuch cap^ 
tunrs at mall' be made by any cutter, 
fohooner, or* armed vefftl, without 
an/ of his MajeJty's fhipsor vefTels of 
war being prewntor within light of,, 
and adding to the encouragement of 



Other half jfcall bfc> eqpad^ divided* die captor* and tenor of titf enemv * 
among& the o*er £*# officers : fe^ tat ft cafe any of hit Majefty's flupa 
venthkr, That Commodores- with or veffds of war fhall be prefent, o* 
Captains usi^e* them mall be efteem- 
ed a* Jtag cfWvwkb refpefc to the 
ejghth,pa*tc£ prfoes; taken, whether! 
oe«a«iftfldiftg in chief or (emhg m* 
derjeommaod. 

.Jihi we'Jb^ht^Y^totheroT&r*. 
That in the cafe of cutters, fchoonerv 
and other Irmed vcHelsr commanded 
by Lieumnan^i the: (hare s>t foch 
Lieutenants (hal l be tbret tigbtb parts 
of &e prize, unle6?uch Lieutenants 
IBa&b* umlef tne\coVn*and of a flag 
JmW or . dfi&rVtt which cafe rhe 



m fight, that then the officers, pilots, 
pettjfr officer*, and men on hoard fuchr 
cutters and (choosers, or armed vef- 
<ei«y mail mare in: the fame proper-* 
tbn/a* is allowed to perfons or the 
like rank afad denomination, on board 
his Majem/'s (hip* and vefiels of war. 
ttaftiy, it u ojur* will and pleasure, 
That this our declaration, and order, 
m CouiciL thereupon, mall extend 
not only to captures from the French 
Using, his fubjc&a, and others inhav 
biting his countries, but alio (half 



iag 6ffcW or officers' mail have ^r* extend in the like manner to all mine 
of the fatd rh?a rfybtfo, t3fce divided and goods now taken and finally ad* 



smibnn; frichr flag, officer or, officers iin 
the manne^ herein before directed an/ 
t^e cafe nf Captains icrmg adder 
fegoahVerr: fecoiidiy, we direa that 
dm (hare of the jnafeit or other per* 
fbn a&inaj as feooafd in command^ 
add the pil6t* fif there happens to bf 
•tte on board> ftall he A» etgbtbparii 
46 fce divided into thiee equal parts j 
nf which M04 ri/WrHhafi g6wto,the 
swaflerttr other person. ailing; arit* 
axmdSn commands andtba rcarmmiilg 
aw/eiWtffihe jiiwtf but if there is 
mohpHot* ^thenJhchferghthpart to?go 
.wfaotly to the 1 mafter. or perron acting 
43 fecrmd in command : that the (hare 
wf Chirurgeon on ChirurgeonVmatc 
^wh^thereMtiaChirureeoiO Mid- 
^pman> and Clerk and Steward, 
Jhaff be at eighth; that the (hare df 
the Boatfwain's, Gunner's, and Caav 
penterVmates, Yeomen of the fhefcts, 
, Sail - maker* Quarter - mailer, and 
Quarter-maftei'4*mate, (hall be one 
*igbtb\ and the (hare of the feamen, 
*arifee$4 aad other oerfons on board, 



judged and condemned, divided, or 
to be taken hereafter, under the A^ 
•f Pirlaament of the 1 6th year of our 
reign, whereby it b ena&ed, That 
fcr the encouragement of our officers 
of our (hips of war, the flag officers* 
Captains, Commanders, and other 
commiffioned officers in Our pay, and 
the teamen* marines, and (bldiers on 
board, (haU have the fole intereft and 
property of and-m all and every fnch 
ihips and goods as therein are re* 
dted^which tliey fhall feiae and take; 
but being firft adjudged, that is to 
fay, finally adjudged lawful prite, 
and which are by the faid A3 de- 
dared forfeited to us, and to be di- 
vided anddifpofed of in fuch propor- 
tions, and after fuch manner as we 4 
oar heirs and fucceflbrs, fhall by 
Proclamation or Proclamations, order 
anddireft. 

Given at our Court at St. James's, 
the i<ith day of September, 1778, irn 
the 1 8 th vear of our reign. 

GOD favc the *?»*. 
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Copy if tht Marfnir Di U Fa* 
. vbtti'j letter to the Earl of Car- 
lisle, and bis Lordjbip's An- 
r J*wer* ' ' * ' l - ■*•* 

I did not hitherto believe, ray 
Lord, that I ever fhould have occa- 
ion to meet you but oh the footing 
*f politehefs, except at the head of 
the troops which we refpectively com- 
mand. Your letter iof the *6th of 
, Auguit, j to the Cohgrefa of the 
United States, and the iniulung e**; 
preffion on my country, which yo* 
there have figned, could alone have 
given me caafe to quarrel with yoav 
I do not deign to* refute the chargey 
my Lord, but I defire to punim iv 
It is from you, as Chief of the Com- 
riiffion, that I demand a reparation 
as public as hath been the offence, 
and which muft give the lie to the 
txpreffion you have ufed. L mould 
not have delayed this demand (6 long: 
if your letter had reached me foonerj 
My occafions call me from hence f .* 
a few days, but on my return, I hope 
to find your anfwer. Mr. Gimot r .* 
French officer, will fettle the time, 
and p;ace of our meeting to futt 
your convenience I do notdoube 
but that, for the honour of his conv 
patriot, Gereral Clinton will attend 
you to the field. * 

As to me, my Lord, it is indiffe- 
rent who attends you; provided that* 
to the glory of being a Frenchman; 
I jt>in that of proving-*) a gentfemari 
of* your coutttrvi that'no one dares to 
infultmine, unpunished. 

(Signed) La Favbttk* 

■.;:.. f ...'....'." )-. ; 

. Iff the MarquhT>% LA FaYB*TTK. 
Sir, 
I have received yottr letter, tranf- 
mitted to me from Mr. Gimot, and 
t confefs I find it difficult to returns 
ferious anfwer to its' contents. ■ The 
•only one that can be expected from 
me as the King's Commitfioner, and 
.which you ought to have known is 
that I do, and ever mail confider my- 
felf folely refponfible to my country 



and King, and not to lay individual 
for my public cohdud alia languages 
At for any opinion or exprefBoai* 
contained in any publications ifTued"> 
under the Commifton, in which t- 
have the honour to be named, unlef* 
they are rttraAed in public, you ifiay : . 
be aflared I malt never, Un any 
change of fituatton, be difpofed t0- 
give an account of them, much leh> 
retatt them in private. 2 

The injury alluded to in the cor* 
refpondence of the Khrg** Commit 
Jtoaert to* the Coflgref*, i n*aft«^ 
mind you, is not of a private tiaturfcv 
ami I conceive all -natioaai dilutes' 
will be beft decided byttee meeting 
of Admiral ByTcm-Wid Count d"Ef- 
tting. ->1, -; 1 .-:*:V 

(Signed) rlav ix .Camisls;; 



*the fallowing Letters girpe 4 jfc**i 
^.tJber proof be<w tliarty tip Jat^Jfatf 

. fif P**T HAM ,fofVjfcwtbt ^Qfajfi 

'I was laft night naif: a HttieTur* 
pwfed to hear hi» Lorimipffl pofitive 
dectoationr, > aa-tq-,Xdrd George 
&ackvilfc*st)eom4aiftrat the battle of 
Midden, i: knbw, fays : he, it was 
nbcimm impreffemsof fear; I.conld 
pibvt itinioofutt of jaftice, tio the 
fatisfatlioni of a* jinyt;;-it waa> iho 
operation of that faaien in, the Cab*. 
net, nwho did more* to puH me down, 
thbrt« they would have* done to ram 
all the enemies of England. Hewas 
one*of;tbem. Mfech advantage; \ wa* 
Joft;* which would have attended a 
compleat victory j Bnt they did more*, 
they rendered otongrand • fecret ex- 
pedition fruulefn & it w$s a matter 
fettleo^ before the. fleet :ieft Port£- 
.wiouth, that the/army. mould nal 
lalisd on any part of France, White 
the late Krtig lived, they could not 
difplace me; when he- died, it re- 
mained only aqseftion with them, 
at what time it mould be done. 
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Dear Sir, . r • -> 

Inclofed I ^return to you the letter, 
from, your cojarefpqndent at New- 
York, for the ferufal of which, 1 
beg you will accept a thoufand thanks. 
( The bearer k a perfonof trull, and 
will convey it lately to your hands, f 
What infatuation and cruelty to ac- 
celerate tjie fad moment of civil war! 
ptcxy Hep on the fide of Government, 
in America, fetms calculated to drive 
the Americans into open refinance, 
vainly hoping to crufh the fpirit of 
liberty in that vail continent, at one 
iucceftful blow; but millions mult 
perifh there before the feeds of free- 
dom will ceafe to grow and Jpread in 
fo favourable a foil ; and in the mean 
.time, devoted England muft link ber r 
felf— under the ruins of her own 
foelifh and inhuman fyitem of de- 
ilruclion, ■■■••.< 

. I wait with extreme impatience 
fo* the, next accounts; the Procla- 
vmatibn for feizing the covenanters, 
denouncing an immediate iflue. Per* 
haps the ibeets of fioflon have already 
,run with blood. If you receive any 
.interfiling intelligence, I ihall eileem 
it a great favour to Jicar from you 
t by -the lame- method. J am, . 
' - With great e£eem and confider- 
. ation, dear Sir, 

Your moll, obedient, 

And moil humble fervant, : 
, Chatham. 

. To fyefpen $ayre y Efq. 
Stratford Place t Qxfordftreet. 

Hayes, Auguft 28, I774. 

, > ; Dear. Sir, , 

. Many thanks for the communica- 
tion of your honefl correfpondent's 

, letter, returned herewith. It is plain, 
that Maryland cannot wear chains ! 
Would to Heaven it were equally 
plain, that the oppreflbr, England, is 



opt,doomtd herfclf, one-day, tobJj^L 
tfeenv round her own hands, and to 
wear, them patiently ! S*vior arrni* 
luxuria inarbuit <vi£l unique uUifcttur 
orbem. Happily, beyond the At* 
lantic, this poifon has not yet reached 
the heart. When then will infatii- 
.ated Adminiflratipn begin to fear 
that freedom they cannot deflroy, and 
which they don't know how to love ? 
delay is fatal, when repentance will 
come too late. £ fear the bond of 
union* between us and America will 
be cut for ever* Devoted England 
will then have feen her befl days, 
which nothing can reftore again. 

I am forry to conclude with fo 
gloomy a foreboding, in a cafe, 
where the molt vulgar under ~ 
{landing may venture to prophecy. 
1 am v 

With great efteem. and eonfider- 
ation. . 

v My dear Sir, 

. Your moil ooedicnt, 

And obliged humble fervant, 
Chatham* 
To Stephen Sayri, Efq. 
Stratford Placed Oxford ftreet* 



Hayes , Dec* 24, 1774* 
Dear Sir x 
Soon after Ihad thr pleafure of 
feeing you, I received the extracts 
from the votes and proceedings of 

' the American Congrefs, printed and 
published by order at Philadelphia, 

, and which had been withheld from 
me as the letters 'to others had *been. 
I have not words to exprefs my 
fatisfa&ion, that the Congrefs has 
cehducled this mofl arduous and de- 

r licate bufinefs, with fuch manly wif- 
dom and calm refolution, as does 

. the higheil honour to their deliber- 
ations. Very few are the things 
contained in their refolves, that I 
could wifh had bjen otherwise. Upon 

{? It appears by the. above, chat this great man was denied the pri- 
vilege of the poft. It is well known, that letters to. him were indqceutly 
Opened, End often flopped at the Pod Office. He complained, to no 
purpoft.'v < If any common bafenefs .could blot the annals -of the times, 
tiiis would have done it.} 

- the 
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hit \ih& 9 i ftit* it *«* ^ -«**. 

dent to every .wiprejodteeti man 'til 
"England, who feels fortthe^richtsof 
mankind, that America, nneer all 
Jier oppreffions and provocations* 
holds forth to us the rnojt 'fair -and 
jujt openings for reftoring rharmeny 
and affectionate intercoufe as here- 
tofore. 

J traft that the minds of -men are 
more than begining to -change, on 
.this great .fobjeft, fo little under- 
stood ; and that it will be fourfd im- 
poffible for frtemtn in England, to 
'wiih to fee three millions bfEngtffh- 
inen Haves in America. I am," 

With great eiieem, dear Sir, 
Your moil faithful, 

And molt obedient humble fervant, 
Chatham. 

To Steptn Sayer y Efq. 
ttratfordPlacti Qxford-ftrtet, 

A P ROCLAM ATI.O N 
Bj LorJ Q Artists, Gen. SirHzxKY 
Clinton, and- Wiliam Eden, 
Rfq* Comwijfiontrs appointed, by his 
Majefty* in purfuance of an A3 \of 
Parliament madt and pajfed in the 
\%tb year of bis Majefty*s reign, to 
enable birMajtfty to appoint Com* 
miffioners to treat* tonfnlt^ and 
agree upon the means *f quieting 
the diforders now fulfifiing in 
certain bf the Colonies,' Plantations, 
and Provinces in Nortb Jmerjfa. 
Whereas the merchants, and traders 
©f this city have, by their petition 
of the 14th inftant, reprefented to 
us, that the great; beheh> which 
have accrued, as well to this port 
as to the Britifh trade m general, 
from the Proclamation iflued by 
us on the 26th September 1 laft, may ' 
become ftill more extenfive, if the 
term for which the faid Proclamation 
was made to l be of force ihall be 
farther prolonged : we being- Tarif- 
fed that the laid reprefcntation is 
both juft and 'reafonable* have found 
It • expedient to declare, and do 
hereby declare.. and. proclaim^ that 
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our a&retaii Pfftdamation /hall 
continue k to be in force till the fjril 
day of June ue*t enfeing. 

A nd whereas, in purfuance #f art 
A$ of Parliament made and pafied 
jn the eighteenth year of* his Ma- 
jefty's reign, entitled, ■*» An Aft to 
enable his Majefly to appoint Com* 
miflioners, .with furocient powers to 
treat, eonfult and agree upon the 
means ef quieting the diforders now 
fnbftfling in certain of the Colonies 
.Plantations/ and Provinces in North, 
"America/ 9 His Majefty Jiath been 
pleated to authorize and empowet 
us, by Proclamation under our re- 
fpeittve hands and feals, from time 
to time, as we {hall fee convenient, 
fofufpend the operation and effect 
of any ,provifions or reftri&ions con- 
tained in a certain Act of Parliament, 
made and patted in the fixteenth 
year of his Majefty's reign, ;for 
prohibiting all trade and ihtercourfe 
with certain Colonies therein named, 
-and for other porpofes therein alfo 
mentioned. 

And whereas we are fatisfied, 
as well by jthe representation of the 
merchants and traders of this city, 
as by our own obfervation and 
enquiries that the delays, difficulties, 
and uncertainties, attending the 
importation to tjtis place and -to 
Rhode-Ifland, from diftant ports, 
or fundrv neeenarv articles of ftores 
and provmons,. anfe, in. fome, de- 
gree, from certain reftraints pre* 
icribed in the faid ProWbkory Ad, 
and furnilh pretences to monopoli- 
zers, ^ot only to raife the prices, but 
to impede the fair <hac^J*8on of 
\fucb ftores arid provifions, and there- 
by to dUfl^sjheinhab^ 

* We therefor e, in order to encou- 
rage the importation of ftores and 
provifions for the ale of this city, 
' and of Rhode-Ifland, and to kfft* 
in fome degree, the .ddays^din^cal- 
tie$, and uacertain^do .alswf^mesi- 
tioned, fee towemrnent m> x 6df*md P 
and do hereby fuspend fo.sBft&'Of 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 C A M 

the aforefaid Aft ^ of Parliament, 
in^de $nd palled ih the . fixteentfi 
year of hi* Majeflv^ refgn, for pro*. 



hibiting all tra<}? and. intercourfe 
wiflv certain Colonies' therein named, 
as cUretts the importation of ftores 
and provifxoris from the different 
'ports of his Majefty's dominions, 
to the ports of New- York and New* 
port, in Rhode-Ifland, for his Ma- 
}cfty*s ufe, and for the ufe of the 
inhabitants of the faid' places, jo be 
by licences in writing in the manner 
defcribed in the faid Ac*L 

In confequence of this fufpenfion, 
fill veflels carrying fuch ftores and 
prpviuoh.s as might have been 
imported into the ports of New- 
York, and Newport in Rhode-Ifland, 
by the aforefaid licences, and having 
obtained legal clearances from any 
port in his Majefty's dominions, 
specify in 1 g the quantity and quality 
of the ffyres and provisions on board, 
ijiay proceed' to the ports of New- 
York and Newport in Rhode-Ifland, 
and there, during the continuance 
of this Proclamation, deliver their 
cargoes for hi* MajeuVs ufe, and 
for the ufe of the inhabitants of this 
place and of Rhode-Ifland, in fuch 
<ri annex as if the faid Prohibitory 
Act had not been made, fubjecl 
only tp the temporary regulations of 
the faid ports. 

And we further declare that this fuf- 
peniion fhall continue to be in force 
till the firflday of June next enfuing. 
And purfuant to his Majclty's 
commifliori, we hereby call upon all 
officers, . civil and military, and 
others his Majefty's loving fubjetf* 
to be aiding and- aflifting unto us 
in the' execution of this our Procla- 
mation and of all the matters therein 
contained. 

Given under our hands and feals 
in New-York, i8.t^Nov. 1778. 

{I4. S.) Carlisle. 
(L. S.) H?nry Clinton, 
(LvS.) William Eoen. 
By their Excellencies command, 

Adam" Puftc*;aoN,.Secreta y. 
Vol. VIJu 



New-Tprkt *OtkJfov % I778. 
Early in the laflr month, .their 
Excellencies his JVtajellyY Commif- 
fioners Having been pleafed to frame 
a Manifeilo addrefled tp the Con- 
tinental Congrefs, and to -reoneft 
that the Admiral would provide frnaJl 
veflels, bearing flags of truce, and 
commanded by naval officers, in 
order to carry the faid Manifeflo to 
the different Colonies, fmall vefleJs 
were provided accordingly, and fent ; 
the officers fent to New, London and 
Elizabeth-town were received with 
their difpatches, and difmifled in a 
decent manner, but the Hotham 
floop, com manded by Lieutenari t 
Hele of the Prefton, being fent with 
the difpatches addrefled to the Ge- 
neral Congrefs, and, other aflemblies 
at Philadelphia, was unfortunately 
wrecked on her paflage up the 
Delaware ; and after being three 
days on the wreck, (during which 
time two of the crelv perilhed) 
Lieutenant Hele, and thofe who 
efcaped with life, were confined by 
order of Congrefs in a miferable 
dungeon at Philadelphia ; the Ad- 
miral being informed thereof, com- 
manded me, as Commiflary of 
prifoners, to demand the releaie of 
Lieutenant Hele, &c. which I did 
by the letter No. I, herewith fent 
you ; fourteen days clapfed when 
I received a letter from the Ame- 
rican Commiflary, Beatty, (whereof 
the paper,. No. II, contains an 
extract) accompanied by two refolves 
of Congrefs, No. Ill and IV. 
whereon it is imagined thofe gentle- 
men wifli to juilify their conduft 
refpecling the imprifonment of thi; 
ofliccr and crew of the Hotham 
floop, bearing a : flag of truce ; on 
thofe refolves the Admiral ha? 
thought proper to write the letter 
No. y. to Congrefs, leaving the 
world to judge the propriety o£ 
their conduct;. I am, Sir, 

Your moll obedient fervant, 
J/^mes Dick, Commiilary 
for navy priioner^ New-York, 
A a No, L 
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No. L 

Sir, 

New-York, 03aber2j t 1778- 

Admiral Gambier having been 
informed that a pilot of the name of 
Welbank, lately employed in the 
Hotham (loop, fent with a flag of 
truce to the Delaware, is now 
clofely confined in a dungeon at 
Philadelphia, and intended to be 
Jmmediatly profecuted to death, on 
the pretence of his being a deferter 
from the American fervice, I am 
commanded to demand, in the moll 
peremptory manner, that the faid 
pilot may be immediately releafed, 
and fent hither, together with 
Lieutenant Hele, and the crew of 
the late Hotham floop, whofe im- 
prifonment and detention is con* 
trary to all faith and confidence, 
tod in direel breach of the facred 
Vegard held and maintained by 1 all 
nations in refpeft to veflels bearing 
flags of , truce. 

I am, Sir, 
Yonr moft obedient fervant, 

..(Copy) James Dick. 

tfommtjhry Jjeaftj. 



No. II. 

ExtraS of a Utter from Mr; John 
Beatty, Commffary-general for 
rebel prifonerSj dated \^tb No<vem~ 
ber> 1778, to Mr- James Dick, 
Commijfary for naval prif oners at 
New- Tor ■£. 

Herewith I tranfmh you two 
refolves of Congrefs that pafled the 
pth of November, which were in con- 
sequence of your letter tome of the 
49111 ultimo, previoufly acquainting 
you I had referred to that body 
for anfwer, as it alludes to a former 
refolve of the i6th of Oclober, I 
thought proper to inclofe that alfo, 
Iboth which you will be kind epough 
jo lay before Admiral Gambier, 
acquainting of him, that this is the 
whole of the anfwer I zm hefted 
tpgiyeiim. L 

* <Acony.) 
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No. nir. 

Itefolve ef Congrefs relative tefeditUut 
papers, 

InCongrefsy \6tb 03obcr y 1778. 

Whereas Congrefs on the 2 2d day 
of April, 1778, did refolve, that 
any man or body of men who fhould 
prefume to make any feparate or 
partial convention or agreement with 
Commiflioners under the' Crown of 
Great Britain, or any of them, ought 
to be coofidered and treated as open 
and avowed enemies to the United 
States. And whereas Congrefs have 
received intelligence that the Com- 
miflioners of the King of Great 
Britain are about to fend, under the 
fan&ion of a flag certain feditious 
papers, under the name and title 
of Manifeftos, to be diflributed 
throughout thefe United States, with, 
a view to ftir up diflentions, animo- 
fities, and rebellion among the good 
people of thefe States : and whereas 
fuch practices are contrary to the laws 
of nations, and utterly fubverfive of 
the confidence neceflary for thofe 
means which have been invented 
among civilized nations to alleviate 
the horrors of war, and therefore the 
agents employed to diitribute the faid 
papers are not entitled to protection 
from a flag, while engaged in the pro- 
fecution of fuch nefarious purpofes ; 
Refolved, That it be recommended 
to the executive power of thefe 
United States to take up and fecure 
in fafe and clofe cuftody all and any 
perfon and perfons who, under thtr 
fan&ion of flags or otherwife, may 
be concerned or engaged in the pur- 
pofes aforefaid : and further, that 
the papers aforefaid be printed in the 
feveral Gazettes more fully to con-? 
vince the good people of thefe States 
of the infidious defigns of the fai4 
Commiflioners. 

'Extract from. the Minutes, - 
(Signed) Cha. Thompson, See* 

( Copy- ) 
• A true Copy, examined, . , 
A, Siunjjer, D. Poni. Priftners. 
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No. IV. . 

2te/bl<ve of Congrefs, relative to the 

detention of Admiral GaMBISR*; 

Pilot y Lieutenant , &c. 
In Congrefs, gth November, 1 778. 

The Committee, to whom was re- 
ferred the letter of the 30th of Oo 
tober, of Cogimiflary Beatty, and 
the papers enclofed, brought in a re- 
port, Whereupon, 

Ordered, That Commiflary Beatty 
be furtufhed with a Copy of the Re* 
folutions of Congrefs on the fubjeft 
of feditious papers circulated under 
the colour of Hags; and informed 
that in the opinion of Congrefs there 
was good reafon for confining the 
Pilot, Lieutenant, and crew of the 
ve/Tel, mentioned in his letter ; that 
if any objections are made to it on 
the part of the enemy, they mull be 
difcufled and fettled on national 
grounds, and therefore that, the pe- 
remptory requifition of Admiral G am- 
bler will not be complied with, 
Extracl from the Minutes, 
(Signed) ; ' 

Cha. Thomson^ Sec. 
A true Copy, 
A. Skinner, D.Com. Prifoners. 

No.V. 
Hit Excellency Henry Laurens, Efq. 

and others y the Members of the Con* 

grefs, Philadelphia* 
Ardent, offNenuYork, Nov* 15, 177?. 

Gentlemen, 
'-' When I made requifition for the 
immediate releafe of an officer be- 
longing to the King, my matter, 
Clip-wrecked in carrying a flag of 
truce, an aft facred not only among 
all civilized nations, but held invio- 
lable even among favages, it was 
no more peremptory than the fingular 
conduct of your officer demanded, 
who, under fuch circumftances, ^un- 
authorized, I was fure, by any libe- 
ral fet of men, whatever my fenti- 
ments may be on the other parts of 
their conduft) could dare to put an 
officer and his crew into a common 
|riftm. 



ill. It wa$ ah undue advantage 
taken of the calamity of a wreck, and 
that wreck a flag of truce, 

2dly. The Refolrtrion on which 
the Congrefs now wifli to juftify 
thenrfelves, is t fubfequent in date to 
the fact in which they complain. 

3dly, The Manifefto in queftton 
was addrefled in the firft inftance to 
the Congrefs themfplves, and could 
not poffibly be feditious. 

This procedure being againft the 
uftiverfal law of nations, and repug> 
nant to the cOmmon>diclates of rea* 
fon and humanity, I rely on the mot 
ample redrefs from the Congrefs, in 
companionate confideration of thofe 
innocent individuals who muft fuffe* 
from retaliation, 

I am, gentlemen, 
Your mofl obedient humble fervant, 

James Gambier* 

(A Copy.) 

[Gazitft* 



Ne*w Tori, Nov, 25, At a lata, 
meeting of the merchants of this city, 
it was reprefented that the inhabi- 
tants were particularly defirous of ex* 
preffing the high fenfe they enter- 
tained of the merit of his Majelty** 
Comminioners, and to explain their 
fentiments on the very important 
fituation of aflairs. For this purpofe 
a numerous a«d refpectable body of 
people were convened atHicks's Ta- 
vern on Friday, the 20th inftatot, 
who chofe a Committee, compofed 
of twenty-three Gentlemen from the 
different Provinces to form and pre- 
pare an Addrefs. 

Who accordingly framed the fok 
lowing Addrefs, which was pre* 
fented to the inhabitants on the fol- 
lowing evening, and received their 
unanimous approbation. 

It was afterwards prefented by the 
Committee to their Excellencies, 
who received them in the molt polite 
manner. 



Aa 2 
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yi their Excellencies the Earl of Car- 
lisle, Sir Henry Clinton, 
* and William Eden, Efquires, 
bis Majefifs Gommffioners, 13c* 
fcf<r. Wr. ■ 

VheAddrefs of the Inhabitants of the 
City of New York % and its deffen* 
dencies, and others bis Majefty** 
faithful and loyal fuhie&s t late in* 
habitants of the revolted Colonies* 
May it pleafe your Excellencies, 
. The departure of the Earl of Car- 
lifle and William Eden, Efq. de- 
|Jririog,us for the prefent of any fur- 
ther benefit that might arife from 
the extenftve, powers of the Commif- 
fion with which you have been ho- 
noured, we beg leave to return tp 
your Excellencies our unfeigned 
$hanks for the care and attention 
which you have always manifefted in 
granting us, every indulgence and 
relief confifieht- with his Majefty'a 
fcrvice, convinced that prudence and 
wifdom hare rqrretiy" -dictated what 
you fhanfe granted Aand ;what 'de- 
itrred. 

Wc only acquit ourfelves of a com- 
-mon s£K t)f juitice in acknowledging, 
<hat we have beheld with admiration 
•that liberality t>f fentiment, that un- 
exampled gener<Mtty which has dif- 
tragiufhed att you* aegotiapons ; and 
although the. /overtures propofed Jby 
.your Exceiknciesfpr reclaiming fhp 
aetokmjg Colonies have not produced 
Xiie effe&s which might have been 
irxpe&eri* we reft ■aflured,*hat y©ur 
rtprefentation wiH.enable Parliament 
to adopt iuch meafuxes « may effec- 
tually fupprefs the .rebellion* . And 
4t& wim to imprefi on your Wrnd's 
out anxious defire of being rcftored 
to thei>fefliags of tivil Government, 
-iehfth, ib iar from impcdipg.mjli- 
tary operations* Willi in .our opinipn, 
-lather .fittarlitate and promote them ; 
and as it cannot be the intention of 
vCorenunent to continue us in our 

}>refent fituation, we think. -that the 
boner the civil eftablimment mall 
iflke place t the further iu influence 



will extend, arid the better yoM it 
be prepared to receive under its pro- 
teclion all who are^ weary of that fan-- 
guinary fyftem under which fo mayj 
pf our virtuous countrymen have fuf- 
fered the lofs of Jiberty, .property* 
and life. 

Your Excellencies, Having been 
witnefles of the necenTty there is for 
a free intercourfe between Great Bri- 
tain and the feveral garVikms that 
now are, or jenay hereafter be, effab- 
hjhed on this continent, we truftyou 
will recommend, a law to be paljed 
for giving permanence and fecurity 
to uich an intercourfe, under fuicH 
regulations as may be thought necef- 
fary for prompting ; his Maje£y*s, &r- 
yice, and the eafe and happirfefs o'f 
thofe loyal fubjedts who are imme- 
diately under 'his Majefty's protec- 
tion. 

We flatter ourfelves .'that, at t he 
fame time your Excellencies repire- 
fent the { gardened obftinacy of the 
leaders of this reWllion, his Majefty 
may lc#qw t tjiat he 1^ maty/faithful 
and loyal fufcje^s, as well difperfed 
throughout the ^olonigs, ^as. wjtlun 
rhefe lines, who/wonM cRearTutly Jay 
down life, and e V«/y, hu^an-enjoy- 
jnent, to reftorfc to 'fceir cpuh'trj^iat 
free ana happy form or" G^verju&ent 
*nder which- they iiave lived* fcaji 
which it is their aipbitipn to ; h*an3 
4own unimpaired^ tokteit'ages. The 
knowledge youhave acquired by t %ovr 
refidence in America, of tfre \ttjfe 
Hate of the Colonies, will enable you 
to. give thp b^A infprmatipn to hi 
tyfajefly and parliament, on thVfc?4* 
And we cannot fcelp fugge^ne tp 
your Excellencies,/ as a wager of t!bp 
^reateft niotnent, ; the necenTty thtt* 
appears for giving e^ery kind of ^ 
_ajnd encouragement to the friends of 
^Government on this , continent : and 
we may venture, without prefiimp- 
tion, to, aflert, that jf tht fame pains 
had been tajfen for their fupoort and 
encouragement which have oecn em- 
ployed to reclaim the rebellious, the 

contcft 
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contefl ere this day had ceafed to 
cxift. There are tititofands in every 
colony on this continent waiting, 
with anxious fbUcitude, for an op* 
jK>rtumty of teffifying theiraiffeftlon 
to .the CorifHtu'tioh of Great Britain, 
It will therefore be Iter intereft to 
icXerifn this happy difpoiition, and 
caH it forth info action ; and we truft 
tne wifdom/of Parlianient will im- 
prove the o ccafion. 

WfrfhpuIcL fee wantinglh onr duty 
to our 'fellow fubje&s ih Great fen- 
tain,. d$ we hot "filgfeeUf this exbe- 
cftent by a freeafidopen Oommunf ca- 
tion of our jfentinients, and we wifh 
CO do it in a manner which will give 
^opden^e^'it is the leiFon of expe- 
pence which' we would imprefs on 
^hc'rninHs of 'our Tellbw fubje&s, in 
opposition' to thole who bafely affert 

5a. Afaepf^ y our own feelings con- 

**?3*V Pyp^fi t ^ P» ^^ reprobate its 
aVt-OorSj' iJVen while we fp'eak, thou- 
Mis are Jwymifhing in Joathfome 
*Spns for^eiT, attachment to thalt 
^pnffiufftipn^vv^ile others meet death 

JyV]fi$ics (a<hiij{Jances bfvirtue and 
, mkgnafllmiiy ; V »"<* i we cannot but 
:?^Se w^orn pr.Parliaracnt Will 
feS^^me expedient to flop this wah- 
ipja cffunon of ^urnan blood. 
'.,. .'We'fruft thaf as the ambitious de- 
ffigns of "the leaders of this rebellion 
^^now^Be^^e^manileil, they will 
io^^nger^f epcive '.' that countenance 
f^Jr 1%PW TrX R ave hitherto eijcpe- 
^lencecV, Sutnthat their condueY will 
■;#lS^ W&fi world j^etuinptaous, 

rt tnral a$;ance tKey have formed with 
"thfijCoaxt "p/Erajice, which has ever 
'oiieTi at/enw|y with Great Britain", 
jmuft rn^nojy. jihi'^e the whole .Effi- 
^plre in one copmdn effort to reader 
• aDoruve a conftderacy that threatens 
juin to the civil and religious liberty 
of mankind/ We fhouFd have bee,n 
t happy if the itate of public* affairs 



had rendered It expedient fcr all hifr 
Majefty'sCoinmiulttners to have re* 
mained longer among us, and we 
cahrtbt heljfTegretftng the duparttixu 
of Lord Carhfle rattd Mr. Edeti, 
while we fincerely wKh them a fef« 
and happy paffage, and to yd** Ex- 
cellencies 'the full enjoyment of thofe 
bleffings which you have in vain#Q~ 
deavoured to confer upon others. 
•" Signed by order arid in behalf of a 
ntimerons and resectable body of the 
inhabitants of his 'Majeffy' s Colonies, 

David Mathews, Prefident. - 
*J*o which their Excelfeneks werii 

pleafed fc> return t!he following an- 

iwer f ; which wa's 'refcd by Lorii 

Carlifle, and delivered to the Pre^ 
. iident: 

Gentlemen*, 

It gives us fatisfi&ion to find that 
onr efforts in the execution of his Ma- 
jefty'Cotninij(Bcm have in any refped 
oeen beneficial to you, or appear tt 
merit your apprc/bation. 

As we believe that the great 6b- 
lecls of the War are> the re-eftabrifh~ 
tnent of the civil Copflittftion, and, 
'the prefervation of. his Majeity'a 
faithful fubjects in fhefe Colonies-, 
•we ennriot dtmbt that the King and 
'Parliament will parfue fuch meafures 
as are moft likely jn the rpeedieft 
manner toobtainthefeimportantends, 

We ihall be hat/py, if the obfer- 
vations we have made, ; or the re- 
ports which you authorize ustomakfc 
Yefpe&iag the ntrmber, loyahy, and 
ieal, of his Majefty*s faithful fubje'ftk 
on this continent, '.can in any degree 
haftenor promote the completion c/f 
a pnrpofe fo lnterefUmT to every part 
of his Majefty's dominions. 

As we flatter onrfelves what we 
have done in the execution of hi» 
'Majefty's Coiffmifficm may not be al- 
together fruitlefs, fo we hope that 
The feparatiott which you are pleafed 
to regret, will rather forward than 
impede the progrefs of ^he meafures 
in which we have fo far endeavoured 
ro £11 up the' part allotted to us. 

Btfton, 
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t Bofton; Ofober 26. 

. The alliance with France was a 
decifive ftroke in favour of America 5 
It in part awakened Britain from her 
trance, and brought her to think of 
a peace with us. The apprehenfion 
of the Count D'Eftaing's fleet 
coming on thefe coafts, occaiioned 
the calling in of Lord Howe's 
cruizers, and opened the way far 
the arrival of our trade and prizes ; 
it obliged Clinton to evacuate Phi* 
ladelphia, at lead much earlier than 
he would ptherwife have probably 
done; it neeeffitated the Britiih 
Court to fend Byron's fleet to 
America* which gave France a 
fuperiority in the Channel, flie 
prefence of the Count D'Eftaing in 
thefe feas, has prevented a timely 
detachment from the Britifh fleet 
here for the defence of their Weft 
India Iflands ;. and may oblige their 
troops to evacuate the United States 
fooner and more compleatly than 
perhaps they intended, had America 
been deftitute of fuch a friendly 
naval force. Muft we not then feem 
an unwife people indeed, mould we 
in compliance, with' the filly fugr 
geftion of the Britim Commiffioncrs, 
a£t a perfidious part towards fuch an 
ally, and leaving ourfelves without a 
friend in the world, bring France, 
in conjunction with Britain, upon 
our backs ; the former is our ally, 
not our mailer ; and is bound by 
intereft, which never lies, to fupport 
our Independence. And how can 
fither our civil or religious liberty 
be in danger, while we retain our 
own fovereignty ? Has not Britain 
always had allies of a different 
religion and form of government 
from her owni And was not Ame- 
rica, while part of her dominion, 
included in thefe alliances ? And did 
not ..both of us cpnfider ourfelves as 
the fafer for fuch connection* ? * In 
fhort, it is an infuit upon common 
jfenfe to fu^pofe the arguments of 
the Manifeito rebuke, a ferious re- 
futation. 



Monday la# a large, company of 
gentlemen and ladies dined on board 
the Languedoc* at the invitation of 
tihe Count D'Eftaing, The enter- 
tainment was highly elegant. A 
picture of General Waftungton at 
full length, lately prefented to the 
Count by General Hancock, was 
placed in the center of the upper 
fide of the room, the frame of 
which was covered with laurels. 



ExtraB of a letter from General Count 
Poxaski, to the Prefident of'tbe 
QongrefSi dated QBober 1 6, 1778* 

-Sir, " - ' 

"For fear that my firft letter 
concerning my engagement ihould 
mifcarry or be delayed, and having 
other particulars to mention, I 
thought proper to fend you this 
letter. ' " ' ■ 

u You muft know that one Juliet, 
an officer lately deferted from die 
enemy, went off to them two days 
a go, , with tnree men whom he de- 
bauched and two Others whom they 
forced wi;h them; the enemy, excited 
without doubt by this Juliet, at- 
tacked us the i5*h inttant, at three 
o'clock in the momifig, With 400 
men. They feemed at firft to attack 
our pickets and infantry with fury, 
who loft a few men in retreating; 
then the enemy' advanced to our 
infantry. The Lieutenant Colonel 
Baron dejiofe, who headed his mea 
and fought vigorously, was killed 
with, feyeral bayonet wounds; as tfefl 
as the Lieutenant de^la Borderie, 
and a fmall number of foldiers arid 
others were woundedfi/ftjis flaughter 
"would not have ceafeil fo foon, if 
on the firft alarm T had not haftetieji 
..with my cavalry 'to fuppbrt the 
infantry, which then, kept a goojl 
countenance. The eripmyibou nVi 
in great diforder, ' land* left behind 
them a great quantity of arms, ad- 
coutrementsj bats/ blades, &c. 

"We took ibme prifoners inu 
ftiould have taken many had. it not 
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fceen for a fwamp through which our 
horfes could fcarce walk : riotWittf- 
ftanding this we 1HII advanced in 
hopes co come up with them, but 
they had taken up the planks of a 
bridge for fear of being overtaken, 
which accordingly faved them ; how- 
ever, my light infantry and particu- 
larly the company of riflemen, got 
over the remains of the plank and 
jired Tome voJlics on their rear. 
The tire beg- n on both fides. We 
had the advantage and made them 
run again, although they were more 
in number. 

" I would not permit my hunters 
'to purfue any further, becaufe I 
could not affift them, and they 
'returned again to our line, without 
any lofs at that time. 

" Our lofs is eftimated, dead, 
wounded and abfent, about 25 or 30 
men, and fome horfes. That of the 
enemy appears to be much more 
confiderable. We had cut off the 
retreat of about 25 men, who retired 
into the country and the woods, and 
we cannot find them ; the general 
opinion is, that they are concealed by 
the Tories in the neighborhood of 
this encampment." 
Jn Congrefs, 17th October, 1778. 
Ordered to be published, 
Henry Laurens, Prefident. 



" A MEMORIAL. 
Peliwred by Sir Joseph Yorke, to 
the Deputies of the States 
General, en tht ztd of Novem- 
ber) 1778. 

Their High Mightineffes will 
have received, by the anfwer from 
Lord Suffolk, one of his Majefty's 
principal Secretaries of S^ate, to the 
Count Welderen, dated the 19th of 
October, the moft convincing proofs of 
'his Majefty's friendfhip towards them. 
After an explicit detail of the 
hoftile and unprecedented conduct of 
his Moft Chriilian Majefty, which 
conduct occafioned the feeming ir- 
legulaxity of the Gucrt ok' ' Grew 



"Britain, in feizing the ftips apper- 
taining to neutral powers bound to 
the ' ports of France, the meafure 
hath been fully explained on the prin- 
ciples of neceffity and felf-defence, 
againft an enemy, who hath ever 
acted covertly and by furpnze— - 
The moderation and equity of the 
King my matter would not permit 
him to difregard the complaints of 
the fubjects of their High Mighti- 
neffes, from the moment there ap- 
peared a poflibility to renew them. It 
is for this realbn that hi* Majefty has 
declared his intention to releafe the 
Dutch veffcls, under conditions the 
moft amicable and the leaft difadvan- 
tageous, as far as circumftances will 
admit. The war, however, ftill 
continues, and the active endeavours 
of the enemy to pufh matters to ex- 
tremity, obliges his Majefty to guard 
againft the danger. He wi/hes, ne- 
verthelefs, to involve his good neigh- 
bours and allies as little as poffible, 
and although France has even 
threatened to invade his Majefty's 
dominions and territories, having, 
for that purpofe, aflembled numerous 
armies on their coaft, the King, my 
mafter, ftill forbears to claim fuch 
fuccour from their High Mightinefles 
as they are bound to grant, by the 
moft explicit and folemn treaties, 
whenever fuch fuccours may be on 
his part required, namely, the treaty 
of 1678, and the feparate article of 
1716; his Majefty confines himfelf 
for the prefent folely to lay before 
their High Mightinefles the ftate of 
affairs, the motive of his conduct, 
and the neceflity he finds himfelf un- 
der to take meafurcs for his own de- 
fence, and the prefervation of his 
dominions. 

It is only with this view that I am 
ordered by his Britannic Majefty, to 
propofe to their High MighttneTes a 
conference, to confider of the moft 
proper means towards an amicable 
regulation of fuch a mode c>f pro- 
ceeding in future, refpecting fuch 

articles 



Digitized by 



Google 



C iU ) 



srrticles ta his Majefty, withoutyield- 
ing to his enemies cannot poffibly 
fuffer them to be fupplied with. It 
cannot have efcaped the attention of 
their High Mightinefles, that Lord 
Suffolk in explaining his Majefty's 
fentiments to Count Welderen fully 
demonftrated the King's iincere de~ 
fire to pay the ftri&eft regard to faith 
of treaties, *as far as they do not di- 
rectly tend to expofe him to immi- 
nent danger. It is by no means his 
intention, nor is it his wifh, to caufe 
the lead interruption to the com- 
merce of Holland, ufually carried on 
with France, excepting warlike and 
naval flores, and even this reftnclion 
lhall be enjoyed with the utmoft 
equity, and l am confident, with 
tvery poffible degree of generdfity. 

I therefore, in obedience to my 
inftruftions, have taken the liberty 
to requeft an audience to know whe- 
ther, in conifequnce of the anfwer de- 
livered to Count Welderen, their 
High Mightinefles are refolved to- 
jopen a conference with me ? On my 
part, I intreat you to aflure their 
High Mightineffes, that as well 
from my t>eing authorised by his 
Majefty, as from my being perfonally 
difpofed, after a refidence in this 
country of 2; years, their High 
Mightihefles will find in me every 
jeadinefs to attend totheircomplaints, 
fcnd regard for their welfare, and I 
flatter myfelf that in the courfe of the 
. Conference I dial! convince, them, 
that whatever forced and affedted 
turn may have been given to the 
Conduct of my Court, it has been 
founded on the juftice, moderation, 
And the neceffity of our fituation. In 
'txpeftation of the decifipn of their 
High Mightfneftes on what I have 
laid before them, I truft that their 
lenovvn equity and friendihip to- 
wards his Majefty, agreeable to their 
jecent affurances by their Envoy, 
will prove fufficient not to authorife 
^heir fubje&s to carry naval flores, 
* tinder coaaroy, to France, as -being 



the molt dangerous objects to the f%- 
cunty of Great Britain,. 

A M EM'6R I A L 
Prefented by bis Excellency tbe-Dukf 
deV au G-uy on >AmhaJP*r of France 
to the States General of the United 
Provinces oftbe I,o*w Countries* 
The opinion which the King my 
m*fler hath entertained, that your 
High Mightineffes, animated witk 
the defire of perpetuating the perfe& 
harmony which fubfifts between 
France and thfc States Qenerajl 
will, in the prefent circumftancei, 
fcrupoloufly adhere u> the prin- 
ciples* of abfolute neutrality, ha,s 
induced his Majefty to comprehend 
the United Provinces in the regula- 
tion which was made in the month 
of July laft, concerning the com- 
merce and navigation of neutraj 
powers. 

His Majefty has fUU lefs reafqn to 
doubt the DQrfeverance of your High 
Mightineftes in thefe principles, after 
fo many affiirances given in claiming jk 
their captures, which are the fbunda- w 
tion of guarantee of the folid repofe 
and profperity of the Republic. But 
his Majefty, notwithftanding, wilh'cs 
to procure on this head a more, cer- 
tain afTurance, and it is with this 
view that his Majefty has ordered 
me to demand of your High Migh- 
tinefles a clear and fpecific explana- 
tion of your ulterior determination*, 
and fo to ftate then?, that his Ma- 
jefty may be enabled tq judge whe- 
ther they tend to maintain or annul 
the reciprocal regulations which, his 
Majefty would with to confolidate. - 
The better to explain his Majefty's 
views and intentions to your High 
MightinefTes, I have the honour of 
notifying to you, that the King my 
mafter flatters himielf, that your an- 
fwer to this Memorial will preferve 
to the flag of the United Provinces, 
all the liberty which of right belongs 
to them as an Independent State, and 
to their commerce all the refpeffc 
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which Is due by the law of nations, 
and the faith of treaties. 

The leaft derogation from thofe 
principles of neutrality yon have pof- 
feffed, will betray a partiality, the 
confequences of which will incur the 
ftecetfhy of putting an end to not 
only the advantages which his Ma- 
jefty promifes to your flag in cafe of 
a ftrict obfervance of neutrality, but 
alfo the eflential favours and benefits 
which the commerce of the United 
Provinces enjoy in all the ports of his 
kingdom* 

This Memorial is prefented with- 
out any other motive, than to mew 
the good will and afte&ion of his Ma- 
jefty for yonr High MightineJTes. 

Hague, Dec, 8, 1778. 

*Ta the free and 'virtuous Citizens of 

America, 

Friends and Countrymen, 

The happinefs or misfortunes, the 

benefits or injuries, of an individual, 

have generally no claim to the public 

attention. I do not therefore addrefs 

you on my own account, but on 

yours* I do not wi(h to prejudice 

«ny man, but to ferve my country. 

I was content, even while facrificed 

for .the aggrandizement of others ; 

but I will not fee an individual, or 

family, raifed upon the ruins of the 

fcneral weal. What I write to you, 
would have faid to your reprefen- 
tatives ; their ears have been flint 
again ft me, by an attention to mat* 
ters, which my refpeft for them in- 
duces me to believe were of import- 
ance. While it was fafe to be filent, 
my lips were clofed. Neceflity has 
opened them, and neceflity muft ex- 
cufe this effort, to ferve, by inform- 
ing you. 

What I have done, and what I 
have fuffered, from the moment I 
left my native fhore, until I was ho- 
noured whh one colleague, and fad- 
died with another, is needleis now to 
repeat ; I have told it iubftaivtiaj.y to 

Vo*. VII, 



Congrefs, and ai their fervant I leave 
it with them. In September, 1776, 
they appointed the Honourable Ben- 
jamin Franklin, Arthur Lee, Efqrs. 
and myfelf, their Commiffioners at 
the Court of Verfailles, previous to 
which, I had the honour to be the 
Commercial and Political Agent of 
America in Europe. My venerable 
friend, Dr. Franklin, arrived in 
Paris, in December, 1 776; and 
Arthur Lee, Efq. a few days 
after him. This gentleman, by 
agreement among the Commiffioners, 
went to Spain in the month of Fe- 
bruary following, to negociate your 
intereft there, and having by a wan- 
ton difplay of his errand, given great 
and juft caufe of diftruft to the Court 
of Madrid, he returned in the be- 
ginning of April, not having gone fur- 
ther than the city of Burgos. The 
reafons of that Court for restricting 
him to this place, with many other 
matters important for you to know, 
may perhaps appear in the courfc of 
thefe letters. 

While he was on that journey, Dr< 
Franklin received a commiffion to go 
thither ; but his health, the feafon, 
and other circumftances, prevented 
his departure until he was fuperfeded* 
Many reafons concurred, to convince 
the Commiffioners, that Arthur Lee, 
Efq, could no where be lefs ier- 
viceable than at Paris, and therefore 
in May, 1777, he fet off to make the 
tour of Germany, in order to arrive 
at Berlin in fafety. At this place, he 
Was fe unfortunate as to do nothing, 
unlefs indeed we may give the name 
of buhnefs to the lofs of his papers, 
by which a difcovery was made of the 
fecrets of his colleagues-, and the Bri- 
tifll Miniftry enabled to counteract 
the meafures taken for your benefit. 
In Auguft he returned to Paris, and 
fhortly after received his appointment 
as Commiffioner to the Court of Ma- 
drid, with rcfervation, neverthelefs, 
of his former commiffion, to that of 

Bb . Ycrbillfil, 
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Ver failles. Here I mud leave Mm 

to take nodce of another gentleman 
of the fame family* 

Jn February, 1777* I received 2 
notification ot the appointment of 
William Lee, Efq* to be one of your 
Commercial Agents in Europe, of 
which I gave him notice* As your 
commercial affairs were, at that time, 
in fuch a ilatc, as to require much 
attention and care, I prefifed this 
gentleman t then in-EngUnd, to come 
over immediately and execute his ef- 
fice, but heard nothing from him till 
the month of June, when he arrived 
at Paris, At this place he continued 
till about fome time In Auguft, when 
we went to Nantz. There he was 
loudly called on to regulate certain 
affairs, which he prudently declined, 
left, as he obferved, his property in 
E n g 1 and fho u ! d h e aifecled * I n S c |: * 
tembcr or October, he returned to 
Paris, and there received his; appoint- 
ment of Commiffioner to the Courts 
of Vienna and Berlin, He conti-r 
nued, neverthelefs, inactive at Paris, 
until the month of December, care- 
fully concealing his appointments* 
which might, indeed, have militated 
againft his office of Alderman of the 
city of London, which he had then, 
Mid probably does Jldt retain* 'When 
the news 0/ General Burgoyne's de- 
feat and furrender arrived, it pro- 
duced a revolution, in, the in in ds of 
many, and among others, injured 
your Commercial A gene, and Poli* 
ileal Commiifioner, the Honourable 
William Lee, Efq. with fome degree 
cf aftlvt^y in your fevpur. 

That I may not.be under the ne- 
tedky of mentioning this gent leuien 
again, 1 add here, that he hath iince 



jjone to Vienna, having fall appointed 
iundry Commercial Agents fur you, 
at the fever al pons, and in one in- 
ftance removed the * perfon who had 
faithfully done your buiinefs for two 
per cent- in favour of another, who 
is to receive five per cent* of which, 
as well as of the like com million nt 
other places, Mr, Lee receives a J hare 
for fuperin ten ding at Vienna the bu* 
finefs on your account, a thou fond 
miles off from his place of reiidrnce* 

My refped for the Honourable the 
Congrefs, and of conlequence for 1^ 
members, will lead me to treat with 
all poffible tendernefs their friends, 
dependents, and connections, and 
therefore as the Hon, Arthur and 
William Lee, Efqrs* have two bro- 
thers in that body, j ihall make no 
other obfervation on the fruitful to- 
pic of their manners ami deportment 
than this, that unfortunately for you, 
Lhofe gentlemen fo highly elevated, 
and fo widely entrufied, gave uni* 
vcrfal difguit to the nation whofe af~ 
fUiance we foliated. 

Having thus introduced you to 
your great fcrvants, I proceed to 
make you acquainted with fome other 
perfon ages r which it is of confequenct 
for you to know* J am ibrry to fay, 
that the Hon, Arthur Lee, Efq* waj 
fufpe&ed, by fome of the belt Mends 
you hadi abroad, ana* thofe in impor- 
tant characters and Nations- This 
arofe from his conne&ion and ac- 
quaintance with Lord Shelbutne, who 
Iiad been his patron in England, and 
to whom it was, from many circum- 
ilances, fuppofed he dilclofed your 
fecrets, _ Thefe fufpiciom, whether- 
we If or ill founded, were frequently 
related and urged to Dr, Franklin 



* ytf* Williams, a native of Bo/lon, a gentleman greatly efteemed in 
Fmncc for his knowledge and integrity in mercantile (ran factions, as well 
as for his agreeable and engaging maimers., who being well acquainted 
with the language ami commercial rules and cultoms in that kingdom, had 
rendered very important fervitudes to h\s country, in his department, t 
fhall mention this gsmlfiwan more particularly in the courfe of my future 
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>guifed hatred of, and expreflions Of 
-contempt for, the French nation in 
: general, embarrafled us exceedingly, 
and was of no fmatl prejudice to your 
aifairs. 

In the fiimmer of I777, a cotre- 
fpondence took place between *a 
certain Dr. fierkenhotrt and the Hon. 
Arthur Lee, tfif. on political fub- 
jecls. The Do&br propofed in ge- 
neral terms an accommodation, and 
after all obftacles arifing from Obr 
*fappcried want of confidence in hhn, 
and the like, were removed, the 
Doctor went fo far as to prOpofe *a 
^meeting with Mr. Lee ; but thtte 
' difjpofitibns were deranged, by thfe 
news of General Howe's arrival in 
this city, Mr- Ltfe mewed to t)r. 
Franklin and myfetf a part of tMs 
itt>rrefjk>ridenoe> and in order to give 
.the grtfsiteV weight to &r. Berken- 
frbut's remaric», gave us to uhdet- 
ttand, that the Doelor was in the tori- 
tfderice Of the Britifh Mmfllry. 

Immediately on, the arrival 6f the 
news of General Btagoyne'b furren- 
der, a treaty ^ith Frante feetted to the 
firitWh tWiniftry more near and more 
probable ; your Commiflioriers, there- 
fore, were continually foundeS*, in- 
directly, is to their, dityoffoons for 
reconciliation; About this tittle 
Mr. Lee's Secretary wient to and froth 
London, charged with kfrairt Which 
Were fecret tb your other Cttmmif. 
fioners-. Conjectures Were formed 1 , M$ 
true, ana 1 with the Wore teafcn; as Nh\ 
Lee Was dragged inttt the treaty wi& 
the mtttbft reluelance. It Was agreed 
that this important matter mould be 
kept a tttofodnd fecret, y« * few days 
from ftgning, it was pointedly de- 
clared in the Houfe of Commons, by 
the Hon, Charle* F6*, Efy thfe 
friend of Lord Shelburn* ; thh gave 
additional weight to the other tfr- 
cumftantes. Add to this; that the 



fn fin nations and'mifryprefentatioris R> 
my difadvantage, were trahfm'itted a~ 
ferofsthe Atlantic, arid ftored op here 
for purpofes which will hereafter ap- 
pear. On the fourth day df Martfh I re- 
ceived in a coveV, from one of the 
Committee Of Fotefgn Ctirtefybtid- 
ertce\ the following refolution : 
In Congre/s, December 8, 1777., 
* ' Whereas it is of the greater im- 
" poYtance that Cdrigrefs mould It 
"this critical conjuncture fle Well 
" informed of the ftate or* avail's m 
" Europe. /Arid whereas Congrefs 
" have refolVedthat the fcfon.SSlas 
" tteane, B%. be recalled from tlte 
"■ Court of France, and have *p- 
** pointed another Commiffioner to 
'" fupply his fta'ce. Ordered, That 
'" the Committee for Fortf&n Corref. 
" $6ridence Write to the Hon. Silas 
" Deahe, arid dirtett him to em- 
'" brace the firft opportunity 6F re- 
" turning to America, and upon his 
*' arrival to Repair with all poflible 
" difpatth to Congrefs." 

And having placed my papers and 
yonr's in Safety, 1 left Paris the $oth, 
to embark for nVy native country oh 
board that ieet, which your greit 
and generous ally fen t out tor your 
afliftance, in full confidence that I 
fhould not fee detained for any ton- 
iSdetaHe tfmein f Ameiica6n thebu* 
fineft I wasfeut for; jiift before my 
departure I Was informed of a matter, 
Which, as i't may tend to throw light 
ott bth'er circumftances; I ihall firii- 
ip]y relate. A gentleman of cha- 
Tafter told me, that h?s 'corrtf- 
pottderit in England, had feei 
a letter from . the Hon. Arthur 
Lee, Kfq. dated the Ver^* day on 
which the treaty was figned, (though. 
it Was nOt fihilhed Until rieaf nine 
o^lock at night,) it* which werfe 

nearly thefe words. » This dajr 

the newparthermij^ wAs figned and 



attention of I*. Franklin liutd myfelf fealed, arid the new houfe will begin. 
to your fervice, feave rife to many to proceed to bufineiTs immediatelV; 
iMckeringii aad dilute* betWeefcMr, if the old houfe mean* to hive any 
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thing to do further, tad means ho- 

nellly, they muft make their propo* 
Jals immediately." 

When I arrive4 at this place, I 
folicited an audience of the Congrefs, 
which, after many delays that fome 
circumftances rendered unavoidable, 
J obtained. I was twice heard before 
that honourable body, viz. on the 
5th and 11ft of Auguft, when I gave 
them as good a general acconnt of 
the matters entrufted to me as the 
time would permit. It being my 
intent to deliver fingly, and by itfelf, 
a hiftcry of thofe affairs, and then to 
mention from time to time, for their 
consideration, fuch things as my duty 
to you ftjould require. But after 
the two audiences, I have been un- 
able to obtain a third, although I 
have continually folicited it, and 
written feveral letters for that puiv 
pofe, which, together with the an- 
. iwers I have received, and the feveral 
intermediate tranfactions, as far as 
the public fervice requires it, mall in 
due time, with the utmpft candour 
on my part, be laid before you $ 
without deviating in the leaft from 
that refpect which I have always 
profeffed, and which I feel for that 
honourable body ; and left any 
thing that I faid, or may fay, fliould 
be mifmterpreted, I do hereby again 
repeat my veneration for your repre- 
sentatives, excepting always, thofe, 
if any fuch there be, who witli partial 
interfiled views, andlinifierpurpofes, 
have endeavoured to facrifice your 
intereft, as well as my reputation. I 
come now to fpme other things, .with- 
out which I might perhaps have con- 
tinued flill longer fi lent. In Septem- 
ber la(t I was informed, that Dr. 
Berkenhout, who I have mentioned 
above, was in gaol in this city ; I 
sonfefs I was furprized, confidering 
what I have already related, that this 
man fhould hare the audacity to ap- 
pear in the capital of America. I 
immediately fet myfeJf about the 
jncafures which I conceived neceflary 



to inveftfgate his plans and defigna ; 
concluding he was like to continue 
in thefe quarters for fome time. But 
what was my aftonifhment when a 
few days after I was informed, that 
he was gone back to New-York. 
There was in this fomething which 
was alarming, that a per fori, who from 
every appearance was fent out as a 
fpy, mould be fent back with the 
knowledge he had been able to collect, 
was what I could not comprehend, 
and therefore, in order to fet on foot 
an enquiry, I publiihed the queries 
in Mr. Dunlap's paper of the icth of 
October, which had lain by me £ >mt 
days, in hopes that thofe in authority 
-would have taken meafures^to prevent 
the neceflity of it. 

To thefe queries, no fatisfactory 
anfwer ever was, or probably ever 
will be given. At length that Provi- 
dence in whom we have pat our truft, 
.hath, by a concurrence of incidents, 
.unfolded to me the transaction, which 
was as follows :~<-Dr. Berkenhout 
came from New-York, patted the 
Jines, and came to this place, under 
the pretence of important buiinefs 
with Congrefs ; when he arrived in 
.this place, he made no application to 
that body, but, to the Hon. Richard 
Henry Lee, Efq. Doftor Berkenhout 
hath iince faid, that he had letters' to 
that Hon* Member of Congrefs, 
from the Hon. Arthur Lee, Joint 
Commiffioner of the United States, 
- at Verfailles, and fole Commiffioner 
of thofe States at the Court of Madrid, 
Be this as it may, it is certain that 
the Doctor had feveral meetings 
with the Hon. Richard Henry Lee, 
E fq . It is al fo certain , that when the 
Doctor returned to New York, he 
ventured to affure the Britifli Com- 
miffioners, that by the alliance with 
France, America was at liberty to 
make peace, without eonfulting her 
ally, uulefs England declared war, 
and it is certain that Ae Hon. Rich- 
ard Henry Lee, Efy. conftantly and 
^ertinacipufly maintained (his doctrine. 

After- 
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r After the Doctor had been fome 
lew day? in this town, he became 
fufpected by the Hon. the Executive 
Council of this State, who determiaed 
to apprehend him. When this matter 
was mentioned to the Hon. Richard 
Heuty Lee, Efq. he declared the 
fufpicions again ft him were bafe and 
.groundlefs, and that he was a good 
friend to America ; he was never- 
thelefs put into goal, and there, not- 
withftanding the precautions which 
were fuppofed to have been taken, 
he did fee fundry perfons. He was 
.permitted afterwards by the Executive 
Council to return to New York. I 
have been told, that even when he 
was difmifled, fome gentlemen of that 
board were of opinion that he was 
.(as in. fact he was) an emiflary from 
the Britifh Miniftry. When the 
Doctor returned, he carried with him 
•Jetters, among others one for Governor 
Johnftone.- He declared he had got 

• what he wanted by his journey. He 

• advifed the fending other emiflaries 
throughout thofe States, [to difcover 
the defigns and difpofuions of the 
.people, -and the like. Governor 
Johwftone, on the Doctor's complain- 
ing that this matter had not before 
.•been, adopted, promifed that he 
•Would urge it to the Britifh Miniftry. 
He adviied alfo that Lieut. CoJ. 
Conolly mould be by all means fent 
to the affiilance of Col. Butler, and 
that they mould make a point of 
obtaining his releafe, and for that 
purpofe if ix was refufed, that they 
rtiould call in all their prifoners, who 
were out on parole, which they have 
actually fince done. 

It may not be amifs here to give 
you the following fliort account:-— 
The Doctor, on his return to New 
York, ' fell into company with a 
perfon going into the city on private 
bafinef?, he miftook this perfon for 
a friend of Government (ascertain 
perfons call themfelves), and, after 
landing at Staten Ifland, fpoke his 
mind freely o$ the above, as well as 



other fubjects. Th?s perfon after- 

wards lodged in the fame hrufe with 
the Doctor, and heard his converfation 
with Governor John-Hone. Particular 
circumftances forbid my mentioning 
the name of this perfon at prefent ; 
it is fufficient that the information 
was voluntarily given, and before 
feveral perfons of the firfl rank and 
character in this city. Now then, 
my countrymen, let me Hate in fhort 
the reafons for giving you thofe 
facts. I have thought, ever fince 
the violences and defpotifm of Great 
Britain firll drove the difpute to the 
iflue of arms, that an alliance with 
.France was for your real intereft and 
happinefs. 

I was, as far as in me fay, a willing, 
inftrument to promote it ; I ^ow fee 
what I have for fome time fufpected, 
a de(lgn<o lead you into a breach 
of your national faith and honour, 
folemnly pledged, and thereby moil 
probably, to, the eventual lofs of that 
liberty, which you have purchafed at 
fo great an expence of blood and 
treafure. I fee alfo a deiign to lay 
-wafte your frontiers, by a moft cruel 
and barbarous war, and to hx in the 
different capitals emiffaries to betray 
your fecrets, and by every other 
means, which either a cafual or 
defigning inattention to them,- may 
put in their power to aid and bring 
about thofe defigns. I think it there* 
fore my duty to put you on your 
guard. 

When I mention, that the Hon, 
Arthur Lee, Efq. your Commiffioner 
at the Court of Madrid, and one of 
your Commiflioners.at Verfailles, 
and die Hon. William Lee, Efq. 
. your Commiffioner at. the Court of 
Vienna, and your Commiffioner at 
the Court of Berlin (which Courts 
are now actually .at war with each 
other) and alfo that he is your Com- 
mercial Agent in Europe, and that 
they have two brother* in Congrefe, 
I do not fpeak from any pique, 
againft them, for, .although they are 

my 
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iriy ^erfonal, and lately my avowed 
fenemies, yet their coridutt on many 
<occafions hath been fuch> that t* 
honour them with the emotions of 
"kngeY, would be degrading to that 
character which I hope always to 
maintain. My pbjett is, merely to 
tcicne your reputation. Foreigners 
-are not perhaps fo clear fighted as 
-they ought to be, and cannot there- 
fore difcern in thofe your Commif- 
fioners that degree of merit, which 
has led your reprcfentatives to confer 
tm. them fuch various and incompa- 
tible Offices. And being equally 
ignorant of the wife and equitable 
-mariner in which your bnfiriefs is 
tonducled, they raflily conclude* that 
appointments, of which they carmot 
^cern the propriety, are to be attri- 
buted to the influence of intrigue and 
<cabah I have alfo a farther view in 
wi-iting this letter, it is to pttt thofe 
gentlemen, who in fome instances 
have carried run only their fufpicions, 
but their afperfion* again ft fome of 
vour firmed friends Very far, on their 
guard againft tfcofe old obligations 
and attainments which toy ruin yont 
affairs, and to be particularly careful 
\vhom ihey recommend, and how. 
,Atad wonid warn them, from paft 
Experience, againft future danger, 
mid entreat them not too haftily, and 



too rafhly fc impart yotrr ferrets to 
improper perfons, particularly ste 
Great Britain has not as yet acknow- 
ledged your Independence, and 
offered a treaty, the cultivation of 
an intereil at that Court, cannot com- 
penfate the facrifices which mnft Ifc 
made to acquire it.— LafHy, my 
countrymen, whilft I reverence yoar 
unfuipecling confidence, I would in- 
culcate on your minds the artifices 
of your foes, and lead yon to beware, 
and be on yoor guard. 

f am yoar friend and countryman, 
and I can fay, with truth, and with 
pride, your faithful fervant, 

Philadelphia, Nov. 1778. 

6. Diaw. 

New-fork, Dec. tz. 'Richftfil 
iienry Lee, a member of Qongnefs, 
pnbli/hed a piece in anfwer to Mr. 
Deane's addrefs to the ritfeem <£ 
America, wherein he reauefts tfcfe 
public to fufpend their decifion until 
the charges exhibited againft his fa- 
mily are properly invefigated. Tb 
this performance Mr. Silas Deatte 
has given- a rejoinder, intimating, 
that the Congress being how difpofel 
to liften to his plaints, he has at pre- 
fent nO occafion for the mediation 
of the people, and for that reafon. 
has refolved not ta publith, at pre* 
fent, any more letters. 



'Lifi ef King's Ships and VeffeU loft and taken fine* the C*mmtnem*kt 

the War. 



'the Affceon 

'Augufb 

Iffiftrliii 

Flora 

iark 

Wo 

Urpheas 

Cerberus 

falcon 

XihgVfiftier 

*Two tow gallies 

guns each 
Liverpool 
Ifcmald 



Guns 

28 

18 

3* 



Burnt in the attack of Fort Sullivan. 
Burnt at Mud-fort in the Delaware. 
Dittpu 



ies, 47 



3* Burnt and funic, together with 27 fail of tnglii 
3 / tranfport mips, at Rhode-Ifland. 



t% 

18 

3 

28 
28 



Run on ihore on Long-tdand, and loft, 
Chaced on fcore neat Cape Htnlopca* 



Syrea 
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§yxen t— 

Repulfe 

Pomona — 

£>x 

Minerva - 

Active 

Lively ., 

St, Helena 
Zephyr — 

Terphchpre 
Senegal ftoop 
brake — 



Gum 
a* 
3* 
j8 
28 
3« 

2S 
24 



( *** ) 

Deftroyed by the Americans at Point Judith. 

Never heard of. ~ 

Loft in the Weft-Indies. 

Talcen by the French fleet, and carried into Btdb 

Taken by the French in the V^eA-Indies 

Ditto. 



^ j Taken in the Bay, and carried into Brcft. 



Alert cutter 
*— armed fchooner 
Thunder bomb 
Somerfet — 

Zebra ft pop — 
Savage Hoop 
Hinchingbrpok 

Cruker r 

Otter fioop — 
Alarm, armed vcuTel, 
CupU , ■ _ r . ■ 
Hotham Hoop, 



20 
16 
20 

— * 10 

14 
8 

64 
1S 
)6 
12 
16 
.«* 

»*. 



Taken in the Mediterranean. 

Taken in the Weft-Indies. 

Taken by the French in America. 

Taken by an American privateer of 22 «run*» 

commanded by Paul Jone#. 
By the Breft fleet. 
Ditto. 

ByD'Eftaing. 

Loft on the coaft of New-England. 
Loft near Egg-harbour. 
Loft near River St. Lawrence. 
Loft off Charles^town bar. 
Loft off Cape Fear. 
Loft off Florida. 

Loft off Newfoundland. 
Loft in, the Delaware. 



Ctjy of a petition of tfy Wefi^lndia 
Planters and Merchants, frefented 
> to the King* Dec. 16, 1778. 

To the King's Moft Excellent Majefty. 

The humble addre/s and petition of the 
Planters and Proprietors, in your 
Majefty* s Sugar Colonies, and of 
the merchaHU trading to, and con- 
netted with thefaid Colonies, whofe 
names are hereunto fuhfirihed, in 
behalf of themfelyes and others in- 
terefied therein. 

Mofi Qracious Sovereign > 

We your Majefty's moft dutiful and 
loyal fubjetfb, thfi Planters and Pro- 
prietors, in your Majefty's Sugar- 
Golonies, and the Merchants trading 
to, and conneaed with, the faid Colo- 
^ttjwhofe, names are hereunto fub- 
wibejl, in behalf pf ourfelves and 
^hec? interefted therein, humbly 
*PP r P*chyour Royal presence, with 
w affuraace^,of fidelity. t*. your 



perfon and Government ; and, whfc 
the utmoft humility, reprefent to 
your Majefty : 

That, on the commencement of 
the unhappy divifions between this 
kingdom and the Colonies in North 
America, your petitioners, imprefled 
with a proper fenfe of duty to your 
Majefty, and of the circumftances of 
their frtuation, did reprefertf to your 
Majefty's Minifters, their apprehen- 
fiops of the dangers, and diitrefiej to 
which the fugar-iflands were necef. 
arily expoied. 

That the fatal confequences, thus 
apprehended by your petitioners, 
Jiave been, in a great meafure, un- 
happily experienced, during the three* 
laft years, by a general fcarcity of 
provifions. in all the iflands, in 4me 
of them nearly approaching, to 
famine, and by a want of almoft 
every article effential to the culture 
of their fclaataiions ; £> thaur their 

dtates 
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eftates and* property have been con- , 
fiderably impaired in value, aud con- 
tinue expofcd to further diminution ; 
whilft their eftedls have been cap- 
tured on the high Teas, to a very 
great amount. 

That, although your petitioners 
had early and anxioufly represented to 
your Majefty's Minifters, the necef- 
fity of an adequate protection for the 
iflands, they have now to lament, 
from the lofs of Dominica, and the 
. imminent danger of the other iflands, 
that the frequent applications which 
they have made for protection, have 
not had their dsiired efFedt. 

That your petitioners are now in 
the molt anxious ftate of fufpence, 
from the delay of the fuccours fent 
from New-York -to the Leeward 
Iflands, which have been fo unfea- 
fonably afforded, as to leave ail thofe 
iflands expoted to the further hoftile 
attempts of the enemy. And, though 
the afTurances of protection, given 
to your petitioners by one of your 
Majefty's Minifters, in fome meafure 
tend to remove their immediate ap- 
prehensions, yet they appear too 
general and precarious, to cjuiet their 
minds, as to the future faiety of the 
Leeward Jflands ;— whilft the im- 
portant ifland of Jamaica has been 
almoftleft to its own effoits ; which, 
from the comparatively fmall number 
of white inhabitants, are become 
particularly fevere, and joined to the 
fufpenficn of culture, neceflarily con- 
fequent on military duty, muft, in 
time, prove ruinous ; a naval force 
being the firft and principal fecurity 
of the iflands* in general. 

Labouring under the weight of 
thefe calamities, your petitioners 
cannot avoid further humbly ex- 
prefling to your Majefty, their me- 
lancholy apprehenfions, left the defol- 
iating fyftem which appears to them 
to have lately been denounced by 
your Majefty's Comminloners, in 
North America, may be productive 
$f cyafcq/ienccs to your petitionee 



at prefent not fully forefeen, nor 
fbfficiently- attended to, by your 
Majefty y sfervants. 

Your petitioners would wifh, Sire, 
to fupprefs thofe emotions, which 
the calamities of war, thus aggravated 
by tndifcriminate and unbounded 
defolation, muft naturally create in 
their minds: and, confining them- 
felves to the immediate object of 
their own prefervation, they humbly 
fubmit to your Majefty's wifdom, 
that the late declaration of your 
Majefty's Commiffioners, if carried 
into efFeft, may provoke'the fevereft 
retaliation from an irritated people, 
intimately acquainted with the fitu- 
ation of the iflands, their weak and 
acceflible parts: and that the ravages, 
which may be committed, even by 
a fmall force, may be fufficient to 
reduce any ifland to fo wafte a con-- 
dition, as not to admjt of its being 
reftoredto its former ftate, without 
an enormous expenre, and the labour 
of years. 

Mofi Grqeipus Sovereign, 
We feel ourfelves indifpenfibly 
called upon, to fay this reprefent- 
tation before your Majefty, the con- 
ftitutional guardian of the property 
of all your fubjedb ; that we may 
not appear to have neglected our 
duty, by omitting to apprize your 
Majefty of thefe important and me- 
lancholy truths. 

Thus circumftanced, we reft our 
prefent fecurity on your Majefty'* 
parental care of the interefts of your 
fubje&s at large, for a fufficient pro- 
tection againft the dangers that 
threaten t-he property of your petition- 
ers, "in the Weft India Iflands : and 
we humbly pray, your Majefty \Vifl 
be gracioufly pleafed to take into 
your royal confideration tl)e unavoid* 
able reful t of thefe calamities, which 
we apprehend muft extend them felves 
to your Majefty's revenue, to your 
maritime power, and to the manu- 
factures, commerce, and wealth, pf 
youxfubjec^s in general; 
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A»Atflra&Uf iht CQviinmtnl Bebt of America* in tbt mtraintift fam. «f 
an atcompt^ \From thes Beitnfybaania. Gazetit, printed im. Pjufadihpbia 
ivhilt tb$ Britijk troops <wene in pajfcffivn.of thaX eitjr.] 

Dr. 7*£r'T?KiTED States of Amkilxc a ,*in accompt with (be Cokti* 

nental Congress. 

- 1777.- ; - *. -.-'■■ ^ ..*■■•■.-.■■; 

'Dec. 31. To amount of federal emifflons of Continental paper dollarsy as 

appears- by t^e* refolves of Congrefs, and certificates from the Committees 

appointed for fuperintcnding the prcfs, &c. amounting in the whole to 

uc,ooo,ooo dollars. 
To amount of twenty millions of paper dollars, oorrowdd on t the credit of 

* Congrefs in rfce faveral Unittod; Slates, as appears by certificates from the 
Loan Offices; ere&ed for ihat porpofe, 20,000,000 doltan 

The intereft on this loan being fixed at*fix per cen& per annum, tilf repaid 
' by Congrefs, tfrefe two fums con&lklaced, make a clear apparent Con- 
'• tinental debt of' one hundred and thirty- five millions of dollars, which, 

* st& 7». 6d. per dollar, amounts to ■ £. 50*62 5, 000 a o 

Dollars,. 1-3-5 »Pjog ) ooo 
Pounds 50,615,000 o o 
1777, Per Contra, Cr. 

J£ec. jt. By amount,©/ the fcveraJ quotas of the States, the whole being li. 
quidated upon a £refumption that the inhabitants of the Thirteen United 
States amount to three millions, and therefore each State ftands charge- 
able in proportion to the fuppofed number of its inhabitants, viz. 

Inhabitants, Dollars. At 7s. 6d. is 

New Hampshire having 150,000, pays 6,750,000 jC-2.531.250 

MafTachufetts-Bay, . 400,000, 18,000,000 6,750,000 

Rbode-Tfland, — . 60,000, 2,700,000 1,0*2,500 

Connecticut, _■ ijo,oco, 6,750,000 2.531,25a 

New-York, r 250,000, 11,250,000 4,218,750 

New-Jerfey, — — 120,0*0, 5,400,000 2,025,000 

Pen nfy Ivan ia -. <. 350,000, 15.750,000 5*906,250 

Delaware Government, — 35,000, 1,575,000 590,625 

Maryland, . — — . 3,20,000, 14,400,600 5,400,000 

Virginia, ■■ — — 580,000, 26,100,000 9.787,500 

North- Carolina, — 300,000, 13,500,000 5.062.500, 

South*Carolina, — — 225,000,. 10,125,000 3.796,87$ 

Georgia, — — — 60,000, 2,700,000 1,012,500 

< p ■ ■ '■ " " ' j 

3,000,000, 135,000,000 ^50,625,000 



Dr. The whple property, real, pcrfonal, and mixed, of the Thirteen 
United States, their new account with the Continental Cengrefs. 

'77*- 

Jan. 1. To amount of lafl year's account £.50,625,000 

To amount of intereft money due on the fum of twenty millions of dollars 
borrowed on public loan in, the fcveral States at fix per cent, per annum, 

' as mentioned in the general account above, the annual intereft on the 
whole fum being j£*45°>ooo 

To the amount of five millions of dollars ordered to be called in and col- 
lected by quarterly payments, agreeable to an affdrment made by a rc- 
folveof Congrefs this prefent year, 1778 £.i, 875,000 

Vol. VII. fc Cc To 
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To the amount of paper money emitted by the feveral States on their private 
account, which being eftimated in proportion to the emiffidns of £ 5 1 5 >ooo 
made by Pennsylvania, the whole mull amount to £.4, 1 10,000 
Total, Continental debt £.56,620,000 

Annual intereft £»45 *°o° 

1778. Per Contra. Cr. 

Jan. i. By the whole value of all kinds of property in the Thirteen United 
States of America; the value whereof being eftimated by a calculation 
made (agreeable to the ftandard adopted in Congrefs) upon the compa- 
rative worth of Pennfylvania, 4 viz, 
The annual rent or income of the taxable property in Pennfylvania having 
been rated;by the alfeffors upon oath in the year 1773, at £.346,666 1 31. 4^ 
(and no part of America can be fuppofed to have grown richer fince 
thaj time) this annual income being eftimated at twelve years purchafe, 
the value of property in Pennfylvania will ftand at £.4, 1 6o,ooo» and Penn<- 
fylvania being rated by Congrefs at nearly one eighth part of (he value 
of the whole Thirteen UnitedStates, their value will ftand at £.33^80,000 
which leaves a balance of debt, over and above the* whole value of the 
States, amounting to £.23,3^0,000. But if it be fuppofed that the 
taxable property in Pennfylvania was rather under-rated by the aftettbrs, 
and we fet the amount of £.400,000, and this be eftimated at fixteen 
years purchafe, then the value of Pennfylvania will ftand at £•6,400,000, 
and the value of the whole Thirteen States will be £.5 1,200,000 
By balance of dpbt, being more than the whole value of property in the 
Thirteen United States £t5. 420,000 

Total, Continental debt £.56,620,000 

Annual intereft £.450,000 

[Here the American new/pafer ends*\ 



A few obfervations pn the pre- 
ceding account are neceflary for the 
information of the Englilh reader; 
becaufe it is from fuch accounts as' 
this that the people of England have 
been mifled in their opinions of the 
ftrength, refources, and condition of 
the Americans ; nor has the Englifh 
Government itfelf been free from this 
ixnpofirion. 

Firft, This account neither ftates 
the rejoices of the Congrefs, nor the 
certificates of the Committees, charged 
with the fuperintendence of printing 
the paper bills ; and, therefore, here 
is no account of the aSiual emijfions. 
The refolutions would fhew the ex- 
tent to which theemiffions may or 
Jhallgoj and the account of printing 
would certify how many paper bills 
are prepared ; but the aftual emijftons 
depend on future operations. 

Secondly, until it can be afcer- 



tained how far the account of the 
20,000,000 of dollars, (aid to be bor- 
rowed by the Congrefs of the feveral 
States, is mixed with the former ac*r 
count, this article is totally inadmif- 
fible. 

Thirdly, as to reckoning the debt 
at js. 6d. the dollar, we might as 
well, now that loo/, in our funded 
debts is worth only between co/. and 
60/. reckon our debt at par.— -Will it, 
or can it, ever be paid at par ?— -The 
paper dollar of America is to the Sil- 
ver Mexican dollar as 15 tp 1 ; that 
is but a fifteenth part of 4/. 6V. or 
$J. \ nearly, inftead of ys. 6d. 

So much as to the fani of the a,c* 
count on one fide. 

As to the mode of reckoning the 
value of the property of the whole 
country ; we, in England, might juft 
as well reckon the value of the pro- 
perty 
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perty in fcngTand by the land-tax at 4,160,000/. whereas Mr. Penn'spro- 
4/; in the pound ; and fay, that if 4/. perty onfy, was ftated by himfelf, 
in the pound on the rent raifcs above forty years ago, at ten millions 
2,600,000/. then the whole rent of fterling. There is authority for this 
Great-Britain is but five times that faft. In the Appendix to Dr. Frank- 
fum,or 10,000,000/* whereas the rent lin*s Miftorical Review of the ConfU- 
ofEnglahdtf/wwisabove 40,600,00c/. tution and Government of Pennfyl- 

Upon a like delufive principle is yariia, printed in 1759, page 431, 
this American calculation made, is Mr. Penn's own eftimate, drawn 
The whole property of Pennfyl- up by himfelf: and the following is 
Vania, for inftance, is reckoned at a copy of it i 

Penfylvania Curr. 

1 Lands granted fince my arrival are very near 270,000 1 £' 
acres, of whici not 10,000 have been ©aid for ; more > 41 ,850 o o 
than of old grants are remaining unpaid, is 3 

.z The rent on the faid grants is 550/. fterling a year, 1 

Which at 20 years purchafe, and 165 percent. ex-> 18,150 00 

change, is J 

5 The old rent, 420/. a year fterling, at ditto, is 151246 o o 
4 Lands granted between roll and the fLril article are C70 /. 1 

a year fterling, which at 20 years purchafe, and 165 > 18,810 o o 
per cent, is J 

j To the difference between 420 AJand 570 /. for arrearages 1 
of rents which may be computed at half the time of the I 2,722 10 o 
other arrearages, that is 1 1 years at 165 percent. 3 

6 Ferries let on fhort leafes, the rehts being 40 /. ayear are ; 
worth 

7 Lands fettled in the Province for which no grants are yet ; 
pafled, except a few fince the above accouut was token, I g 

v not lefs than 400*000 acres, which at £.15 100 a- J 3 * 
mounts to J 

The rent at an half-penny an acre is £.833 d 8 a year T mmt r _ 

fterling, reckpn'd as above is J 27 '*°° ° ° 

£. 188,278 10 o 
MANORS. 

1 Coneftogot, 65 M. from the city, 13,400 acres, at 40/. per H. 5*360 o d 

2 Gilhtrt's, 25 3,200 70 . 2,240 o o 

3 SprinrfiM, iz i,6oo . 75 1,200 o o 

4 Highlands, 35 2,500 30 750 00 

5 Springtowntf 10,000 35 3,500 O 

6 Vincent's* 4O 20,000 35 7,000 O O 

7 Richland's 35 10,000 15 1,500 O O 
9 About 20 tra£b in the feveral counties, moftly 500 acres ) Q0Q Q 

each ; reckoned 1 o,ooo at 40/. $ 

€ Sprtngtt's-hnty, 207 acres at 5 /. l *°$S ° ° 

8< On the north fide of the town 50 30 M 00 o o 

( Back of the faid land 15 16 ijo o 6 

9 Lot in the bank at the north end of the town, 200 feet at 3 A 600. a o 

Carry over £.217,113 100 
C c 2 10 A 
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Pcrmfylvama Curr- 
Brought over j£,2i;,ii3 10 D 

10 A front and bank lot between Vine and Saflafras-ilreetj 1 £ 

102 feet at 6A I 6rz e o 

1 1 Bank lot between Cedar and Pine-ftrcet, 204 feet at 3/. 
I? Front lot on the Tide of Cedar- ilrcet, ioz 3 
15 Ditto between Cedar and Pine Ilreec, 162 2 

14 Bank lot between the fame fireets, 40 2 

15 Marfh land near the town, 600 acres at 3/* 
ti Ditto 200 acres, at 1/* Aerling rein, and 165 percent* is 

Lands within the draft of the ;own a at leaft 500 acres* 
250 nearcfi Delaware, at 15/, per acre 
250 nearcft Schuylkill, at jo/, per acre — 
j j Omitted, Streiper's trail in Bucks county* 
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miles; CjOeo acres at 75/. 
lb The rents of the above manors and lauds being 77,073 ! 
acres at a halfpenny per acre* 20 Years purchafe, and J> 5,398 120 
and 165 per cem. exchange, la 



£ ,235,972 2 a 
7 he Government to be calculated at no left than was to ) , fi 
have been paid for it, viz, j 1,00c/. at 16$ per cent, is j J * l $° 



c c 




1 

1 



£.252,1*3 2 O 

In this calculation no notice is taken of the thirds refervedl 
on the Bank lets (a copy of the patents J. Penn has by I 
him to ihew the nature of them ") and nine tenths of the f 
province remains undifpofed of, j 

Thiee fifths of all Royal muies is referved in the graits, 1 
and in all grants fince the ye:ir 1732. One fifth part of j 
all other mines, delivered at the pit's mouth wjthout 
charge is alfa referved* 
No value if put on theproprieror's right toefcheared lands ; ] 
andj befides thefe advantages , feveral offices are in the ] 
proprietor's gift of confiderable value. 

Regitfer General, about 200A ' 
Naval Officer, 
Clerk of Philadelphia, 
Chefter, 
Bucks. 
Lancailer, 
Betides feveral other oftkes of left value. Th^fe are only 1 
gueiied at. J 

The above paper has no date, but by fundry circumitances in it, parti- 
cularly there being no value put on the 'third* of the bank lots* beeaufe they 
we re not then fallen in ; and by the valuathn put on the lands (which ts 
*Vtry different from their prt/tni value) it mu.ll have been dtawn while Mr* 
Thomas Penn refided in Pen n fy Ivatii 2 , and probably more than twenty 

* By thefe patents, at the end of 50 years the praprhter was to have one 
third 0/ the value of the hit and the buildings % anji other imprwtmtnti 
erected on them. 
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years ago : fince which time a vafi addition has been made to the vain* of 
the rejerved lands, and a great quantity cf land has been difpofed of, perhaps 
equal f» all preceding. 

We muft therefore* *&/</ to the above fura of ^.25^,122 is. od. the fol- 
lowing articles, viz. Pennfylvania Ourr- 

Brought over ,£252,1,22 2 o 
I For the increofed value «f the lands of the Coneftogoe *** 
manor now valded at 400/. per hundred acres, and in 1 
the above eilhnate valued only at 40/. per hundred, the > 48,14.0 a o 
faid increafed vilue being 36c/. per hundred, on 13,400 1 
acres, . ■■ ■ J 



} 



For the increafed value of Gilbert's manor, now worth ) 

400/. per hundred acres ■ — J 

j For ditto on Springfield manor, now worth 500/. -per J 

hundred acres ■ — j 

4 For ditto on Highland's manor, now worth 350/. per 
hundred acres ■ ■ . 

5 For ditto on Springtown, now worth 400/* per hundred acres 

6 For ditto on Vihcent's manor, now worth 300/. per hun- ) 
dred acres > j 

7 For ditto on Richland's, now worth 450A per hundred acres 
9 Ford ttoon the 20 tra£ls, now worth 30c/, per hundred, acres, 

8 For ditto on Sprintefbury, &c. at ieail . ■ 

9 For ditto on all. the articles of lots from No. 9. to 14. 1 
being/ ebled in value * J 

15 For ditto on the Marfh land, now worth 20L per acre 

16 For ditto ©n the value of lands within the draft- of thel 

cc/. per acre * J 

r& 325/. per hundred } 



town, now worth one with another, cc/. per acre * 
17 For ditto on Streipei's tract now worth 325/. per hundred ^ 



10,560 

6, So a, 

8,000 

36,500 

53,000 

43,500 

26,000 

2,685 

5,060 

10,200 

18,750 



o o> 



O 9 



o o 

o o 

o o 

o o 

o o 

a a 

o o> 

O 9 



acres 



15,000 o a 



(On the next articles for the referred rest, and the value 
of the Government, we add no advance.] 
for the thirds of the bank lots and improvements on thero, V 
as they fell in after this ejtimate was made; reckoning 
every 20 feet of ground with its improvements, one with y 37,280 0-0 
another, -worth 480/, the thirds being 160/. for each 20 
feet 



Carryover £.573,697 20 
* The lots of land witUn the plan x>f the town were originally promifed 
to be given to the purchafers of land in the country But that -has been 
long iince difcontinued ; and for many years paft the Proprietor has, fhut the * 
office, and forbid his agents even to Jell any more, of them ; intending to 
keep -them all, till be can let them out on high ground rents, or on build- 
ing leafes. 500 Acres divided into houfe-lots, and difpofed of in this man- 
ner, will alone make a vaft eftate. The old proprietor likewife in his plan 
•fthecsty, .laid out five large fquares, one in each quarter, and one in the 
centre of the plan, and gave -the fame to the inhabitants. for public ufes* 
This heptthlilhed in all Jiis accounts of the country, and his papers of invi- 
tation and encouragement to fettlers.; but.as no formal deed or conveyance 
of thok fqunrts. is nowto be found,, .the prefent proprietor has rejumed them, 
turned 'tifcem again into private property that the number of his Ids may be 
fowreafed ; and hiiSurveyor-genml in his Utely published plan of the city,, 
fcatconcealed all thofe fquares by running intended itrcets over them. 

Thus 
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Perinfylvariia Curf* 
Brought over ^.573*69/ 2 • 

Thus far the prtftnt 'Value of what was then eftimated." 
Bbt finee that time* Very great quantities of land have 
been fold, and feveral new manors laid out and re* 
Served; one of which, viz, that of Conedouginet is 
faid to contain 30,000 acres: the quantity fold fince 
the eftimate, muft be at leaft equal to what was fold be- 
fore, as the people are doubled, and the manors pro- 
bably equal in quantity : we may therefore fuppofe, 
that a fair e'ftimate of the lands fold, rents and manors 
referved, and new towns laid out into lots, fince the 
above eftimate, would be at leaft equal to it, that is 
another tenth, and amount alfo to £.573*697 2J - ?'•-' 

for eight of thefe ninth tenths of the province which" 
were not difpofed of at the time of making the efti- 
mate : Note, The province grant to William Penn is 
©f three degrees of laritude, and five of longitude j 
each degree of latitude contains 69 £ flatute miles, and 
each degree of longitude about lat. 40 contains 53 fta- 
ftute miles ; fo the dimenfions of the province are 265 
miles'by 2o8±, which gives for its contents 55,252^ 
fquare miles or thirty-five millions, three hundred and 
fxty-ane thou/and* fix hundred acres ; eight tenths of 
this quantity, is 28*289,280 acres, which at £.1 5 lO/. 
per \ 00 acres (the preient felling price) is 

J*or the yearly quit-rent on 28,289,280 acres at a half- 1 

penny fterling per acre, is 5^936/. per annum, which > 1,856,484 o O 

at 165 per cent, and 26 years purchafe, is } 

For the additional value on one tenth part, at leaft > of 'J 

thofe eight tenths, which being picked out of the beft I 

lands after every purchafe from the Indians, before any I 8,486,784. 

private perfon is allowed to take up any, and kept for f T T 

20 or 30 years, is to be fold at a medium for 300/. per 1 

10O acres advance ; this on 2,828,928 acres, i* J 

I, [ - 1 - i ----- 

Total in Penn fylvania Currency £.15.875,500 12 

In'Sterling, about Tew Millions i 



►4*3M3* ' • 
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STo the candid and impartial 

Public. 
Mr. Silas Deane having in his 
addrefs, (fee page iS$.). thrown 
-many difhonourable reflections on 
feveral perfons highly trufted by 
America, and too far diftant to 
anfwer for themfelves, I think it 
but juftice to thofe injured cha- 
racters to requeft that you will 
fufpend your judgments until the 
matter is fully inveftigated by thofe 
whofe immediate bufinefs it is, and 



who are moft likely to be pofleiffed 
of the means to eftablifh the truths 
when, no doubt, all the parties will 
receive their due, whether of reward 
or punifhment, and the public good 
befecured. 

In the mean time, I hope yoa 
will take a view of the feveral 
characters, from the commencement 
of the prefent conteft with Great 
Britain; the part they have acted ? 
what they have facrificed ; and what 
were their probable profpedb i and 

then 
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tien I am Aire you will agree with 
me, that the narrative is void of 
probability, and ought to be fup- 
ported with much better evidence 
than infinuations, inuentfoes, and 
bife affertions, - 

As to the decency of the perform- 
ance with refpect to that body, to 
which America muft always owe its 
fafety and happinefs, I leave it to 
thofe whom it may concern. And 
the real friends to the Independency 
of America will determine on the 
propriety of fuch a publication, in 
the prefent fituation of our affairs* 
For my own part, I fo reverence the 
reprefentadyes of the people, and 
bavc fo , warm a concern for the 
public welfare, that I had much 
rather my deareft connexions mould 
fntfer a temporary injuitice than 
offend the one, or in the leafl in- 
jure the other- 

I do moft fincerely wifli you to 
be on your guard. Truft not pro- 
feffions ; bear both fides, and judge 
from well attefted facls. 

Francis Lightfoot Lee, 

Philadelphia, Dec, 7, 1778. 

Mr. JOeane moft refpeclfully pre- 
fents himfelf before his countrymen, 
the free and virtuous citizens of Ame- 
rica, and informs them, that the Ho- 
nourable the Congrefs did, on Satur- 
day morning the 5 th inftant, affign 
Monday evening (then following) to 
hear him, and on that evening, Re- 
folded, That he report to Congrefs 
in writing, as fbon as may be, his . 
agency of their affairs in Europe, to- 
gether with any intelligence refpect- 
xng their foreign affairs, which he 
may judge proper. He therefore con- 
ceives he cannot with propriety con- 
tinue his narrative at prefent: in the 
mean time he fubmits it to their good 
fenfe, whether he ought to take no- 
tice of a publication figned Francis 
Liehtfpot Lee, oppoied to ftubbora 
ana undeniable fatts, 
Philadelphia^ %tb December* 1778. 



<& ce py oftk* Tr e at v of Alli a nci. 
eventual and defenft*ve, between bis 
Moft Cbriftian Majefty and the 
Thirteen United States of America* 
Treaty of Alliance, eventual 
and defenfimt, between bis Moft 
Cbriftian Majefty Louis tbt Six- 
teenth , King of France and Na~ 
<varre, and the Thirteen United^ 
States of America, concluded at 
Paris, 6th February, 1778. 
LOUIS, 
By the Grace of God, King of Frame* 

and Navarre* 
To All who fhall fee thefe prefentt, 
greeting, 
The Congrefs of the Thirteen 
United States of North America 
having, by their Plenipotentiaries 
refiding at Paris, notified to us their 
defire to eftablifh with us and our 
States a good underftanding and per- 
fect correfpondence, and having for 
that purpofe propofed to conclude 
with us, a Treaty of Amity an^Ccm- 
merce : we having thought it our 
duty to give to the faid States a fen- 
fible proof of our affection, deter- 
mining us to accept . the propofals : 
for thefe caufes, and other good con- 
fiderations, us thereunto moving, we, 
repofiag entire confidence in the abi- 
lities and experience, zeal and fide- 
lity for our iervice, of our dear and 
beloved Conrad Alexander Gerard, 
Royal Syndic of the city of Straf- 
burg, and Secretary of our Council 
of State, have nominated, appointed, 
and commiffioned, and by thefe pre. 
fents figned with our hand, do ndmi- 
nate, appoint andcommiffion him our 
Plenipotentiary, giving him power. 
and ipecial command for us, and in 
our name, to agree upon, conclude 
and fign, with the Plenipotentiaries 
of the United States, equally fur- 
nifhed in due form with full powers, 
fuch treaty, convention, and articles 
of commerce and navigation, as ho 
fhall think proper; willing that he 
aft with the fame authority as we 
might or could aft, if we were per- 

fonally 
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£om*Wf prefent, and even as though 
he had more fpecial comnland than 
what is herein contained ; promifing 
in good faith, and on the word of a 
King, to agree to, confirm andellab* 
Itm for ever, and to accomplifh and 
execute punctually, all that our faid 
dear and beloved Conrad Alexander 
Gerard mall flip ul ate and fign, by 
▼irtue of the preient power, without 
.contravening it in any manner, or 
suffering it to'be contravened for any 
caoJe, or under any pretext whatfo- 
ever; and alfo to ratify the fame in 
<Uie form, and caufe our ratification 
to be delivered and exchanged in the 
time that mall be agreed en. For 
faeh is our pleafure. In tefUmony 
whereof we have hereunto (et our 
ftah 

Done at VerfaiMes, this thirteenth 
<hy of January, in the year of our 
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and 
ieventy-eight, and the fourth year of 
cur reign. 

(Signed) 
(L>S.) Louis. 

(Underneath) By the Ki n tf . 
Gravie* de Virgenwes. 

•Treaty ^alliance. 

The Moft Chriftian King, and the 
United States of North-America, to 
wit, New-Hampfhire, Maflkchufetts- 
Bay, Rhode -Ifland, Connecticut, 
New- Jerfey, Pennfylvahia, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North- Caro- 
lina, South-Carolina, and Georgia, 
Laving this day concluded a Treaty of 
Amity and Commerce, foj the reci- 
procal advantage of their (ubjefts and 
citizens, have thought it neceffary to 
take it into confideration the means 
of (lengthening thofe engagements, 
and of rendering them ufeful to the 
fafety and tranquility of the two par- 
ties ; particularly in cafe Great Bri- 
tain, m refentment of that connec- 
tion, and of the good correfpondence 
which is the object of the fatd treaty, 
fhould break the peace with France, 
e-thcr by direct Uoftiliues, or by 



hindering her Commerce and"Navtga- 
tion, in a manner contrary to the? 
rights of nations and the peace fub* 
fitting between the two Crowns.—* 
And his Majefty - and the United 
States having refolved in that cafe to 
join their councils and efforts again ft 
the enterprises of their common ene- 
my — 

The refpeclive Plenipotentiaries, 
im powered to concert the claufes and 
conditions proper to fuJfil the faid in- 
tentions, have, after the moft mature 
deliberation, concluded and deter- 
mined on the following Articles : 

Art. 1 I. If war mould break out 
between France and Great-Britain- 
during the continuance of the pre*- 
fcnt war between the United States 
and England, his Majefty and the 
fcid United States raatt ! make k * 
common caufe, and' aid each other 
mutually with their good offices^ 
their councils and their forces, ac- 
cording to the exigency of conjunc- 
tures, as becomes good and faithfuf 
allies. 

Art. N. The eiTenttal and direct 
end of the pre&nt defenfive alliance 
is, to maintaia effectually the Liberty, 
Sovereignty, and Independence, abso- 
lute and unlimited, of the faid 
United States, as well in matters of 
Government as of Commerce. 

Art. ill. The two- contracting 
parties mall each on its own part, 
and in the manner it may judge moft 
proper, make all the efforts in its po- 
wer, againft their common enemy, in 
order to attain the end propofed. 
_ Art. IV. The contracting par* 
ties agree, that in cafe either of them 
fhould form any particular enterprise 
in which the concurrence of the 
other may bedefired, the party whofe 
concurrence is defired, fhall readily 
and with good faith join to act in 
concert for that purpofe, as far as cir- 
cumftances and its own particular 
fituatitm will permit, and in that 
cafe, they mail regulate by a parti- 
cular convention the quantity and 

kind 
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kind of fucecrar to fce iarnlmed, and 
the time "and manner of its being 
brought intoattion, as well as thead- 
vantages which are to be its compen- 
fation. 

Art. V. If the United States 
flrouldthinkfic to attempt. the reduc- 
tion of the Britifh power, remaining 
in the northern parts of America, or 
theijQandsorSurmudas, thofe coun- 
tries or Iflands, ;n cafe of fuccefs/ 
/hall be confederated with, or depen- 
dent upon/the faid UnitedStates. 

Art. 1fl. The Moft' Chriftian 
King renounces for ever the pofleflion 
©f the iflands of Bermuda?, as well 
« of any part of the continent of 
North-America, wbich before the 
treaty of Paris, in 176?, or in virtue 
of that treaty, were acknowledged to 
belong to the crown of Great Britain, 
or to the United States, heretofore 
called Britifh Colonies, or which are 
at this time, or have lately been un- 
der the power of the King and crown 
of Qrrat Britain. 

Art, VII. If his Moft Chriftian 
Majefty mail think proper to attack 
any of the iflands fituated in the 
Gulph of Mexico, or near that Gulph, 
which are at prefent under the p. wer 
of Great Britain, all the faid iiles, 
in cafe of fuccefs, mail appertain to 
the crown of France. 

Art. VIII. Neither of the two, 
parties mall conclude either truce or 
* peace with Great Britain, with-ut me 
formal confent of the other firft ob- 
tained ; and they mutually engage 
not to lay down their arms, until the 
Independence of the United States 
lhall have been formally or tacitly af- 
fured by the treaty or treaties that 
fliall terminate the war. 

Art. IX. The contracting parties 
declare, that, being refolved to fulfil, 
each oh its own part, the claufes and 
conditions of the prefent Treaty of 
Alliance, according to its own power 
and circumftances, there fhall be no 
after claims of compenfation, on one 

Vol. VII. 



fide or the other, whatever may bf 
the event of the war. 

Art. X, The Moft Chriftian 
King and the United States agree,, 
to invite or 'admit other powers, who 
may have received injuries from Eng- 
land, to make a common caufe with 
them, and «T accede to the prefent 
alliance, under fuch conditions as 
ihall be freely agreed to, and fettled 
between/all the parties. 
' Art. XL The two parties gua- 
rantee mutually from the prefent 
time, and for ever, againft all other 
powers, to wit— The United States, 
to his Mbft Chriftian Majefty the pre- 
fent pofleffions of the Crown of 
France in America, as well as thofe 
which it may acquire by the future 
treaty of peace; and his Moft Chrif- 
tian Majefty guarantees on his part 
to the United States, their liberty, 
fovereignty, and Independence, ab- 
folute and unlimited, as well in mat- 
ters of government as commerce, and 
alfo their pofleffions, and th# addic- 
tions or conquefts that their confe- 
deration may obtain during the war, 
frOm any of the dominions now or 
heretofore poflefled by Great-Britain 
in fiorth America, conformable to 
the fifth and fixth articles above writ- 
ten, the whole as their pofleflions mall- 
be fixed and aflfured to the faid States, 
at the moment of the ceflation of 
their prefent war with England. 

Art. XII. In order to fix more 
precifely the fenfe and application of 
the preceding Article, the contracting 
parties declare, that in cafe ofa rup- 
ture between France and England, 
the reciprocal guarantee declared in 
the faid article lhall have its full force 
and effect the moment fuch war mall 
break out ; and if fuch rupture fhall 
not take place, the mutual obliga- 
tions of the faid guarantee mail not 
commence until the moment of the 
ceflation of the prefent war between 
the United States and England, lhall 
have afcertained their pofleflions. 

D d Art. 
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Art, XIIL * The prefont treaty forces in 
(hall be ratified oh both fides, and 
the-ratificatioHs fball be exchanged 
in the fpace of fix mboihs, oj foonea 
if jpoffible. 

In faich whereof the refpefting. 
Plenipotentiaries to wit, on the part 
of the Moil Chriftian King, Conra4 
Alexander Gerard, Royal Syndic of 



Nortk America, *n<£ 
William Eden, Efq. by their 
Manifef^o and Proclamation, under 
their hands and f ea Js, bearing date 
the 3d day ofO&oberlaft, did, *& 
puruiance of-an,Ac"fc of Parliament, 
made and paOed in the eighteenth, 
year of his Majefty's reign, pardon, 
3II and alt manner of treafons and 



the city of Strafburgh, and Secretary mifprifions of treafons, by any perfpn 

of his Majefty's Council of State, or perfons. or by any number **- 

And on the part of the United States, ■-'••-•' 

Benjamin Franklin, Deputy to the 

General Congrefs, from the State of 

Pennfylvania, and Prefident of the 

Convention of faid State ; Silas 

I)eane, heretofore Deputy from the 

§tate of Connecticut ; and Arthur 

Lee, Cqunfelloratlaw, have {Igned the 

above articles both in the French and 

Englifh languages :' declaring never- 

theteis, thai the prefent treaty was 

tfriginally cpmpofed and concluded in 

the French language, and they have 

hereunto affixed their feals. 

Done at Paris, the fixth day of 
Pebruary, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and feventy eight, 

(L. S.) C. A. Gerard, 

!L. S.) B. Franklin, 
L. S.) Silas Deane, 
(L. S.) Arthur Lee, 
[The reader will find a complete copy 
of the Treaty *f Commerce be- 
tween France and America^ page 
64/080.] 



JJy his Excellency William Trton, 
Efq* Governor and Commander in 
Chief of the Province of New Turk, 
and the Territories thereon depend- 
ing in America, Chancellor and 
. Vtce-admiral of the fame, and 
Major Central in his Majeftfs 
army, 
A PROCLAMATION, 
Whereas their Excellencies his 
Majefty's Commiflioners, the Right 
Honourable Frederick Earl of Car- 
lisle, Sir Henry Clinton, Knight of 
the Bath, Lieutenant general and 
Commander in Chief of his Majefty's 



or by any number or 
description of perfons, within the 
Colonies of New Hampshire, Mai^ 
fachufetts Bay, Rtjode-Hland, Con- 
necticut, New- York, New. Jerfey^ 
Pennfylvania, the three lower Coun-. 
ties upon Delaware, }Azry 1 and, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Georgia, counselled, 
commanded, acted or done, on or. 
before the date of the faid Manifeftq 
and Proclamation. 

An4 whereas becaufe fome petn 
fons, who, though inclined, might 
not be able immediately to deliver 
themfelves from the tyranny of thej 
ufurpers ; and h;s Majefty's Com- 
miflioners in companion to then} 
have by the faid Manifefto further 
declared and proclaimed the like 
benefits of -pardon to any perfon'oi; 
perfons, actually ferying in the 
faid Colonies in this rebellion, either 
in a civil or. military capacity, who 
fhould at any time* within forty days 
from thp date of the faid Manifeftq . 
withdraw himfelf or themfelyes from 
fuch fervice, and thenceforth con- 
tinue peaceably to demean himfclf 
or themfelves, as a good $nd faithful 
fubjeft ; excepting therein oniy fuch 
perfons, as after the date thereof 
ihould, under the pretence of autho- 
rity,' as judges, jurymen, minifters 
or officers of civil juftice, be inftru- 
mental in executing and putting 
to death any of his Majefty's iubjecta 
within the faid Colonies. *' 

And whereas many of his Majefty*$ 
fubjetts within the power of the 
ufurpers, and to efcape their cru- 
elties and oppreffions, are deiirous to 

repair 
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repair to the Bfitifh lines, bat de- 
terred by apprehensions* of a want 
tof means to fubfift themfelves* 
during the continuance of the re* 
bellion* I do therefore hereby inform 
all fuch as are already pardoned by 
the fakl Manifeftoj or are thereby 
Entitled to pardon, not only that they 
ihall meet with good ufage> and all 
reafonable encouragement, but that 
m confequence of authority from his 
Majefly, above fixty commiffions are 
already iflued* and more preparing » 
for letters of marque and private 
fhips of war againft his Majefty's 
Enemies, in which, whether landf- 
xnen or feamen, they may be pro- 
fitably employed, for the 1 benefit of 
themfelves and their families, as 
well as become ficrviceable to their 
Xing and country : and that the 
Admiral of his Majefty's fleet, has 
. given the firmeft and moil explicit 
aflurances, that all feamen and 
others, who mail come in from the 
rebels ■, after the 20th day of Decern*. 
ber, inftant, and produce a certificate 
from any officer of the x>ut-ponS or 
from any Commander of the King's 
fliips^ of their having come in after 
that date, will be at liberty to enter 
en board any of the privateers or 
letters of marque fitting out at this 
port, and not to be liable to be 
imprefledon board the men of war, 
whilft in that fervice. 

Given under my hand and feal at 
arms, at King's Bridge out-pott, the 
«4thdayofDec fc 1778, 

Wm. Trton, 
By his Excellency's Command, 

B. J. Johnson, Prov. Sec* 

Sir, 
Motives of humanity, only could 
induce me to reply to the Congrefs's 
refufel of my juitrequifition for the 
releafe of an innocent officer, impri- 
ibned for being the bearer of a fealed 

Kcket, addreflcd to the legiflative 
dy at the place. 



, All nations whatever agree in hold- 
ing a flag of truce facred ; the late 
flag -carried by Lieutenant HeJe, 
flridtly and literally fo in every fenfe ; 
the obeying his orders* his indifpen- 
ble. doty, the contents of the packets 
perfectly unknown^ even to him ; I 
cannot conceive any imputation of a' 
feditious tendency can be charged oa 
the bearer of a packet, neither cir- 
culated, nor even opened ; it was left 
to Congrefs either to publifh or de- 
Aroy the contents. 

I ihould imagine it difficult in the 
eyes of the candid world to explain 
away that paragraph in my letter, 
that " the refolution on which Con- 
grefs wifh to juftify themfelves is 
fnbfequentin date to the faft of which 
they complain'" Where there is no 
law againft, there can be no tranf- 
greffion. 

If the fending in a flag of truce 
by an officer of rank, a fealed packet, 
addrefled to the legiflative body of 
the place, was in its own nature illi- 
cit, fuch ■ reiblve and law againft, 
fliould, in common fenfe and equity, 
have been previoufly made, and not 
notorioufly fubfdquent ;— would you 
inflict a punifliment for a crime com- 
mitted before any law had adjudged 
fuch to be a crime. 

Had any refolve of Congrefs ever 
announced fuch to be illicit, I never 
would have fent an officer on a duty, 
which at the fame time that military 
law obliged him to execute, fubju- 
gated him to captivity or punifli- 
ment* 

However painful the being obliged 
to adopt meafures, though judicable 
by examole and neceffity, yet difa- 
greeable in themfelves, and repug- 
nant to that benevolence to my fel- 
low creatures I would wifh to (tamp 
my character, I ihould nevertheless 
but ill deferve the efteem of Congrefs, 
and all mankind, if on any occafloo. 
whatever, in public life, I futfered 
my private feelings' to with-hold that 

D d a duty 
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duty t owe my King and country in did literally and clJeSttaflVcartrpfy *t 



amy truft repofed in me. 

I am with all due regard, Sir, 
Ycor moft obedient, 
Humble fervant* 

J. Gampisr* . 
. Fear: Admiral of the blue, and 
Commander in Chief of his Majefty's 
(hips, &c. in North America. 

Hh Excellency > Henr y Laurens, and 
ethers > Members of the- Qongre/td 
■ i j i n ' f 

As I perceive it is. not found an in* 
decency to attack my character and 
conduct on the 48 th of June; whilft* 
the affair is fui-jndice 9 I hope tbe\ 
public will think it none, if I offer 
fomething in my own defence. You 
will therefore, by giving a place in 
your paper, to the enclofed, extremely 
©Wg«> Sir* you* humbly fervant, 
Charles Leb. 

The different commentators on the 
orders I received from General Wafh- 
ington on the 28th of June, have I 
think cpnflrued them into jio more 
than three different fenies. I malb 
therefore, for argument fake, give the 
world leaye to, fuppofe them to have 
been any one of thefe three.—* 

1 Illy, To attack the enemy in 
whatever fituation,. and in whatever 
force, I found them, without con* 
fidering conferences* 

2dly, To contrive the means of 
bringing on a general engagement. 
Or, 

3dly, To annoy them as. much a* 
poffible, without rifldng,any thing of 
great importance, that is, in fait, to 
act with a degree ef latitude accord- 
ing to my own discretion. 

Now, 1 fay,' granting any one of 
thefe three to have .been the orders I 
have received, it i* manifeft that I 



far as depended on myfetf and obJkh 
man means* As co the' firft,- not-* 
wkhftanding the attempt by a low 
ovation to prove that the orders I gave 
were* only to advance on the -enemy y 
it is clear from Captain Mercer's evi- 
dence* that General Wayne and Ccw 
lonel Butler were ordered not only tot 
advance, but in precife «terras to at* 
tack ; it is clear that I did with the 
three brigades on the right make thei 
only movement pofitble to accoroplifb 
this end— it is clear, that I did not 
wHh, or give any orders for jsl retro-, 
gade jnanceuvre from the firfl point of 
action, and that even when I was in- 
formed ef our being abandoned., the* 
retreat, however neceitaryy was (I 
am aihamed to own it) done contrary 
to my orders^ and- contrary to my in- 
tentions. I fay I am afhamed to own 
it,;' for if the Britifh cavalry had vi- 
gorously puflied on our right, they 
might have turned our flank, . takev 
us in reverfe, and we had been to^ 
tally loft. There is hut one ipppo* 
fition, and, indeed, only one (am<£ 
that for the General's honour is too* 
roon&rous to be admitted) that would 
render me criminal ; it is, that he had 
poiitively commanded me, that after- 
the attack commenced, whatever 1 
were my circumfiantes, or whatever! 
my numbers, from thence I moukfc 
not from any confideration recede a» 
inch. Now, if fuch I had conceived 
to have been his attention, fo great 
is my opinion of the valour, ze^l, 
and obedience of the troops, and fo' 
well! think I 'know niyfelf, that I 
do,reaUy believe we fliould; all have 
perimed oa-the n>ft fpet-; but I never 
had (it wasalmo&ihxpoffible; I mould 
have) an idea that fuch was his plan ; 



* Itmuft appear fomewhat extraordinary, that when the principal an* 
Heaviefl charge brought againft.me was the difobedience of orders, thefe 
orders that it feems I disobeyed, ihould never have been ' attempted to b* 
afcertained to the Court by the proper authority, hut were left to the con* 
jefture and wild conllruolions of thole who might take .the trouble toguefa, 
•fid to the hardinefTof thofe. whaxnight choofe to invent. 

and 
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mi h is evident that it wa9 not, con- fity of committing tfw mofr confider* 



{eqfcetttly, in feekmga better pofitkm 
in our rear, I could be guilty of no 
disobedience; Upon the whole, ad- 
mitting the orders* I received, to have 
been (as it has been infinuated) to 
attack, without any confederation of 
the force or fituation of the enemy, 
they were as fully and rigidly obeyed 
(circumftanced as I was) as it Was 
poflibft for any human officer to obey 
Orders of fuch' a nature. In the next 
place, if the General's inftru&ions 
are construed to be, that I fbould 
find the means of bringing on a ge- 
neral engagement, it is difficult to 
imagine a more efficacious method* 
than that which was purfued ; but I 
inuft here beg leave to obferve, that 
thofe gentlemen who talk (o fami- 
liarly of bringing on a general en- 
gagement, muft underftand them- 
jfelVes as little as they Can be under- 
stood by others. — To bring on a ge- 
neral engagement is not always in 
my power. Art enemy of any capa- 
city, will take fuch meafures as not 
to be under the neceflity of fighting 
againft his inclinations ; and however 
it may be received, I cannot help 
being perfuaded, that fome of the 
British Generals are not deficient in 
this great eflential. — Clinton, Gray, 
and Erfkine, were bred up, and con- 
fidered as no defpicable officers, in 
one of the bed fchools in Europe.— 
Prince Ferdinand, and his nephew 
the Hereditary Prince, think, and 
it itf faid, do moft certainly fpeak 
very honourably of them. Now, 
although it muft be fuppofed that 
flieri of this (lamp will make it a rule 
to retain the power of refufing a ge- 
neral engagement; there are ftrong 
grounds for believirtgthat on this day 

S whether from our manoeuvres, or 
roth the often uhgovern able impe- 
tuosity , of the Sritifti •froops)' they 
Would nave been put tfhder the ncctf- 



able part of their army to the deci- 
fron of arms,, if the opportunity oa 
our fide had been availed of. 1fhey 
were tempted to paf» three of the 
great ravines which traverfed the 
plain, and there is room to flatten 
ourfelves they would have parted the 
laft, if they had been wifely fuffcred„ 
They would then have been actually 
in our power, that is, they would 
have been under the neceffity of 
fighting againft unequal force ; for 
they had fcarcely the poffibility of 
retreating, and it was at our option 
to engage whatever part of their army 
we thought proper, whether the 
whole, one half, or only a third, a* 
they had immediately emerged from* 
die ravine,- and before they coukt 
have had time to develope and form— ^ 
our rear was, on the contrary, quite 
clear and unembarraifed, and were 
in fail entire mailers of our ma- 
nosuvres ; at the fame time Colonel 
Morgan and the militia on the flank* 
(by this feparation of the major part 
of the enemy's army to fo great at 
diftance from their baggage, ani 
the body covering the baggage) 
would have had a much fairer oppor- 
tunity of making their refpeclive'a't- 
tacks, than if they had remained 
more compact ; thus if any thing is 
meant by finding the means of bring- 
ing on a general engagement, it wat 
donrt (and in the moft fclutary man* 
ner) to the utmoft extent of human 
poffibility. 

We come now to the laft fuppafi- 
tion, viz. that the orders' I received 
(whkh in fact is the truth, unleii 
they had no meaning at al!) were to 
annoy the enemy, ftrike a partial 
blow,^ but without rifking any thing 
of gr<»at importance, or in other 
terms,' to aft in a great meafure dif- 
cretionally •• And here I defy the 
moft acute military critic of the world, 

to 



# TfimiA be remarked-, that a difobedience */> difcretionary orders is prmk 
faciir r -A glaring abfurdity j it u an impoffibiUty— and yet z£hai beeo en^ 



deavour 
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to point out a m6re effectual method 
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than what was purfued ; for had we 
taken poft on the higher or weftern 
margin of the firft ravine, as General 
Wayne Teems to think we ought to 
iave done, (and admitting that in 
this pofition our flanks could have 
been fecure, which they certainly 

. were not) or on the margin of any 
©f the other ravines in our rear, the 
Jaft not excepted (if the Iaft had been 
tenable) how could we poflibly have 
annoyed the enemy, or ftruck a par* 
tial blow > The confequence could at 
jnoft have been this; that we might 
have remained gazing on, and can- 
nonading each other for fome time, 
and the moment they chofe to retire, 
they could have done it at their lei- 
fure, and with impunity; for by all 
the rules of war, and what is more> 
fcy all the rules of common-fenfe, we 
could not have ventured to purfue 
them ; becaufe we mould have put, 
if not impratticable, at leafl ve^ry 
dangerous defiles in our rear, and if 
they had turned back upon us, we 

r ihould have been effectually in their 
power, unlefs we could have infured 
vi&ory to ourfelves with very un- 
equal numbers ; but by drawing them 
ever all the ravines, they were as 
jnuch in our power ; befides, it muft 
occur to every man who is not defti- 
tute of common reafon, that the fur- 
ther they were from their fhips and the 
heights of Mid die- town, the point of 
their fecurity, the more they were 
(to ufe the military language) in the 
air. 

To thefe confiderations may be 
added, that the ground we found 
them in was extremely favourable to 
the nature of their troops, and that 
we drew them into as favourable to 



ours; the grourfd we found theni 't& 
was calculated for cavalry, in which 
they comparatively abounded, and 
that which we drew them into a« 
much the rererfe* In fine, admitting 
the order I received waa any of the 
three referred to* and fupp^ofing wd 
had been as perfectly acquainted wirft 
every yard of the country, as we were 
utterly ignorant of it, I am happy to 
be able confeientioufly to pronounce/ 
that were the tranfactions of that day 
to pafs over again* there is no one 
ftep J took, which I would not again 
take. There is nO one thing I did* 
which does not demonftrate that I 
conducted myfelf as an obedient, pru- 
dent, and (let me add) fpirited of-t 
ficer * ; and I do from my * foul fin-* 
cerely wifh, that a Court of Enquiry, 
compofed of the ableft foldiers in the* 
world, were to fit in judgment, and 
enjoined to canvas with the utmoft 
rigour every circumflance of my con* 
duct on this day, and on their deci-* 
fion my reputation or infamy to be 
for ever ettablifhed* There is, how^ 
ever, I confefs, the ftrOngeft reafon 
to believe (but for this omiffion ram 
no ways refponfible) that had a pro-* 
per knowledge of the theatre jof ac- 
tion been obtained* as it might, and 
ought to have been, its nature, and 
different fituations, with their re- 
ferences, ftudied, and in confequence- 
a general plan of action wifely con- 
certed and digefted, a moll important, 
perhaps a decifive blow, might have 
been ftruck, but not by adopting any 
one meafure that any one of my cen* 
furers has been fortunate enough to 
think of. I have already {aid, that 
had we remained on the ground 
where the attack commenced, or on 
the margin of the &xf!t ravine, which 



deavoured to prove me guilty of this impoffibility.— Vide — The GeneraTa 
letter to Congrefs, and the firft article of the charges brought again ft me. 
t \ This ftile, on ordinary pecafions would appear a moft intolerable and 
difgufting gafconade ; but when a man's cpndua has been grofsly mifrepre- 
fented and calumniated as mine has been, the ftrongeft language is juftinabte 
in hi* defence. 

Genetai 
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Oeneral Wayne feems to think was a 
good pofition, we fhould probably 
liave been loft ; and I believe, I may 
fafely aflert, that . had we, attached 
©urfelves to the fecond pofition, in 
Ftont pf Car's houfe, reconnoitred by 
Monfieu^ Tfu pprtail, or on the hill 
which folpnel Hamilton was fo 
#rongly preppflefTed in favour of, 
yhd allowing our flanks to be fecure 
jn any of fhefe pofuions (which it is 
evident tliey were not) fecprjty would 
jiave been the only thing we could 
have had to boaft of — the fecurity of 
the enemy would have been equally 
great, but the poflibility of annoying 
them we certainly had not ; I aflert 
tjhen, that if we had a&ed wifely, it 
was our bufinefs to let one, two, ojr 
three thoufand pafs the laft ravine, in 
the rear of which, and on the emi- 
nence pointed out to me by Mr. Wi- 
Juff, and to General Wafhington, 
y '*' Ray, the main body of our ar- 
my was poftec], frefh and unfatigued ; 
whereas thofe of the enemy were ex- 
tremely harrafled, or indeed worn 
<Jown, tp fo low a degree of debility, 
that had they once palled they had 
Jittte chance of repalUng: the ground 
was commanding, and to us, in all 
refpedts advantageous, A fort of na- 
tural glacis extended itfelf in our 
front, from the creft of the eminence 
quite down to the ravine, over which 
there "was. only pne narrow pafs ; the 
plain fo narrowed as to give no play 
to 'the manoeuvres of their cavalry'; 
a^d at two "or three hundred yards 
diftancein the rear, a (pace of ground 
jnoft happily adapted to the arrange- 
ment of a fecond line f. This 

ground, from the nature of its front ? 
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almoft entirely protected from the t 
annoyance of the enemy's cannon, anA * 
of courfe well calculated for the re- 
fpiration of a body of troops, fuch a* 
my detachment was, fatigued, (but 
not difpirited) by action, and the ex- 
ceflive heat of the weather ; here they 
might have taken breath ; here they 
might have been refreshed, and in a 
very fhort time redrefled at leaft to 
aft as a line of fupport, which is all 
that in thefe circumftances could be 
neceflary. I propoied to the General 
to form them as fuch, but was preci- 
pitately ordered (and I confefs in a, 
manner that extremely rufHed me) to* 
three miles diftance in the rear. 

Thus, in my opinion, was a mo£ 
glorious opportunity loft ; for what 
followed on both fides was only a dis- 
tant, unmeaning, inefficacious can* 
nonade, and what has been fo mag- 
nificently filled a purfuit, was no 
more than the taking up the ground, 
which the Britifh troops could not 
poflibly, and were not (their princi- 
pal retreat) interefted to maintain, 

P. S. A thoufand wicked and low 
artifices, during my trial, were ufed 
to render me unpopular. One of the 
principal was, to throw out that I 
had endeavoured, on every occafion, 
to depreciate the American valour, 
and the character of their troops. 
There never was a more impudent 
falfhood. I appeal to my letters ad- 
drefled to Mr, Burgoyne — to the 
whole tenor of my conversation, both 
previous and fubfequent to the com- 
mencement of the prefent war, and 
10 all my publications. It is true, I 
have often heavily lamented, as to 
me it appears, the dejeftive conftitu- 



* To thefe two gentlemen, not a little credit for the fuccefs of the 28th 
o_f June is due. 
' f"lt may" be objected that a part of my detachment there, under Scott and 
Maxwell, had already filed off in the rear, but they might eafily have been 
brought up ; it is evident they might, as not long afterwards a part of them 
were ordered and did march up. It muljt be obferved, that I myfelfwat^ 
totally ignorant that any part of them jjad filed oft— but thofe I had with me 
would have formed a very refpe&able line of referye. 

tioa 
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€on «f die army ; tut I have ever 
Itad the higheft opinion of the cou- 
rage and other quafities of the Ame- 
rican Soldiers. And the proofs that 
jny opinion was, juft, are numerous 
and fubftantial. 

To begin with the affair of Bun- 
ker's-hill : I may venture to pro- 
nounce there never was a more dan- 
gerous, a more execrable fituatlon, 
than thefe brave and unfortunate crren 
(if thofe who die in the glorious caufe 
of Liberty can be termed unfortu- 
nate) were placed in. They had to 
encounter with a body, of troops both 
in point of fpirit and dHcipline, not 
to be furpaffed in the whole world ; 
headed by an officer of experience^ 
intrepidity, coolnefs and decifion. 1 
The Americans were compofed in 
part of -raw lads and old men, «half 
■ armed, with no practice or difcipline, 
commanded without order, God 
knows by whom. Yet what was the 1 
event ? It is known to the world the 
JJritifh troops, notwithstanding their 
addrefs and gallantry, were moft fe- 
Merely handled, and almoft defeated*^. 

The troops under the command of 
General Montgomery, in his expedi- 
tion againft St. John's, Chambivy 
and into Canada, who were chiefly 
■compofed of native Americans, as 
they were from the eaftern States, 
difplaycd, by his own account, in a 
better 1 received from that illuftrious 
young man, not only great courage, 
but zeal and enterprize. 

The aflaulr under Arnold on the 
lower town of Quebec, .was an at- 
tempt that would ftartled the moft 
approved veterans, and if they mif- 
carried, it cannot be attributed to a 
•deficiency of valour, but to want of 
proper information of the circum- 
j^ances of the place. 

The defence of SulUvanVIfland, 



by Colonel Moultrie, might be term- 
ed an ordeal. The -garrifon was, 
both men and officers/, entirely raw, 
the fire furious, and of a duration al- 
moft beyond example ; their "Situation 
extremely critical and dangerous for; 
if General Clinton could have landed 
on the ifiand, there were no refource* 
but in the laft defperate resolutions. 

With refpeft to the tranfa&ions oa 
Long and York-Iflands* I maft'be 
filent, as I am ignorant of tjiem ; 
but from fome obfervations after I 
joined the army, I have reafon to 
think the fault could not have beea 
in the men, or in the common bulic 
of officers. 

Even the unhappy bufinefs of ^ort 
Wafhington, which was attended 
with fuch abominable consequences, 
and which brotrghtThe a£airs.of Ame- 
rica to the brink of rum, {when the, 
oircumftances are well confidered) did 
honour to the officers and men de- 
voted to the defence of this worthlefi, 
and ridiculous favourite. 

The defence of Red Bank by 
Colonel Green, and Mud Ifland by 
Colonel Smith, forced a confeflion 
even from the moft determined 
infidels on this point of the Britifti 
officers, to the 'honour of American 
valour, f have often heard theia 
allow, rhat the defence of thefe two 
places were realty handjome things, 
that no tnco. could b*<ve done better ; 
which from unwilling mouths is no 
fundi panegyric. 

The victory gained by Stark at 
Bennington, and the capture of Mr. 
Burgoyne's whole army by Gates 
and Arnold, are above all convincing 
arguments of what excellent ingre- 
dients in all refpec~b the force of 
America is compofed. 

The detail of what patted lately 
on Rhode-ffland is not yet come to 



f The Colonels Stark, Prefcot, Little, Gardner, Read, Nixon, and the 
*wt> Brewers, were entitled to immortal honoyr for their actions on that day ; 
but, according to the ufual jufiice of the writers of news-papers and gazettes* 



their names have fcarcely been mentioned on the-occafion 
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tSf knowledge, fcut from all I have Britirti troops^ 



been able to colled, the mea ancl 
officers exhibited great valour anil 
facility; as did their General, dis- 
cretion, calmne/s, and good conducts 
Upon the whole! I am warranted to 
fay, what I always thought, that no 
fhtgrace or calamity has fallen on 
die' arms of America through the 
whole courfe of the war, but wha$ 
muft be attributed to fome other 
caufe than to the want of valour, 
of difpofitkm to obedience, or tp any 
other military defeffc in the men, or 
£he general clafs of the officers in 
their different ranks ; and I folemnly 
Jieclare, that was it at my choice tp 
&le& from all the nations of the 
faith to &rm an excellent and perfect 
army, I would, without hefitation, 

five the preference to the Americans. 
y publishing this opinion, I cannot 
incur the fu/picion of paying my 
court to their vanity, as it is noto- 
riously the language | have ever 
held. 

I have been told that one of the 
crimes imputed to me is my enter- 
taining a high opinion of the Britifh 
troops — if this is a crimp, I am ready 
to acknowledge it. There were 
times, I confeTs, when the promul- 

Stiori of fuch an opinion would 
ve been impolitic and even crimi- 
nal $ but ip fliefe times, it is noto- 
rious to the world that my conduft 

was the rcverfe. 4 could not 

feelp, whilft I was prifoner, being 
aftonimed at the bad policy and 
ftupidity of fome of the Britifh 
©flfcers, who made it their conftant 
faufinefs to depreciate the character of 
the Americans in point Of courage 
and fenfe i f haVe often exprefled 
iny aftonimmeni, making a very 
Natural obfervation to .them, that if 
f$ie perfuafibu of their exponents 
cowardice si'n4 folly were eitablifhed 
^n the world, the great merits they 
themfelves pretended to mull at the 
fame time be utterly deftroyed. That 
I nave a very gr$at opinion of |b# 
Vol. VII. ■ ^ 



I make no fcpigle to 
confefs, and unlefs I had this opinion, 
of them, I do not fee what ground I 
could have for my eulogiums On 
American valour. This is a truth 
fimple and clear as. the day j bat be 
it as it will, it is now moll certain, 
let the courage and discipline of th$ 
Britim troops be as great as jmagjnr 
ation can paint, there is at prefenp 
no danger from either the one or 
the other; the dangers $at*no\y 
threaten, are from other quarters : 
from the want of temper, moderation| 
ceconomy, wifdom, and decifion 
amongft qtfrfelves ; from a childii^ 
credulity, and in confequence of it f 
a promptnefs to commit adis qf the 
highetf injuiHce on thofe who bave> 
deferred beft at the hands^ of the 
community ; but above all from the 
daemon of avarice and nionopoly^ 
ripw with his giant gait ilajking the 
Continent, and devouring eyeiy 
thing that falls in his way. In fljor^ 
from the direct pppofjjfcs to thofe 
qualities, virtues, an<d principle 
without which it is impontble tHat 
the mode of Government eftablifhecj 
ihould be fupported for the tenth 
part of a century. Thefe, j affort, 
are now the proper objects of oui 
apprehenfions, and not any real or 
fuppoted excellence in the armies of 
Great Britain, who has infinitely 
more reqfon to fear for her own. 
Independence, than to hope for the, 
fubjugation of yours. 

General Clinton's letter, whjc^ 
hasjuft appeared, has fo wonderful 
an accord with the above eflay, that 
I make no doubt but that feme acuta 
gentleman may infinuate that it 
furnimed the hint— but I can appeal 
tp more than fifty gentlemen of thip 
city, or officers of the army, to whom. 
it was read previous to the publication 
of General Clinton's letter, whether . 
a fmgle fyllable has been added 9* 
varied, the conclufion of the poft- 
fcript, excepted, which has no refer 
rence to the affair of Monmouth. 
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for tie Remembrancer. 

The Spirit and Resources of 
Great Britain considered, 

In Twelve Letters* 

LETTER J. 

It would be in vain, perhaps, to 
recommend an open and immediate 
application to the American Com- 
sniffioners at Paris, for the attain- 
ment of that peace which is fo eflen- 
tial to the welfare of the State ; the 
acknowledgment of the Independency 
of America, which muft be ground- 
work of fuch application, is thought 
to be a meafure lb fatal to theintereft 
of Great Britain, that nothing but 
teal and evident neceffity can juiHfy 
its adoption ; it would be better, it 
is faid, to run the utmoft rifk of the 
exigence of the nation itfelf, than 
fubmit to fuch condefcenfion : " if 
•* England muft fall, let her fall with 
** arms in hand ; if her fun muft fet, 
«« let it fet in glory." 

This is the language of all who 
wifh to provoke the continuance of 
the war; of thbfe who had rather 
have their country link paft redemp- 
tion, than that their principles, 
counfels, and conduit, fhould be fo 
publicly condemned ; of thofe who 
live by the enormous corruptions of 
the war ; and of thofe who wifh the 
continuance thereof for no other end 
than to difpoJTefs their opponents of 
power, and gain the emoluments of 
office. The two firft claffes are wick- 
ed ; the laft is wicked, impudent, 
and weak; but the whole together 
are powerful in numbers, and won- 
derfully clamorous for the honour of 
their King and their country, while 
they have, perhaps, nothing m view 
but the gratification of their own 
pride, rapacity, and ambition. 

Should we, however, agree with 
thefe men in their fpecious and de- 
signing language j fhould we confefs, 
chat nothing but a real and evident 
neceffity can induce, andjuftify, the 
acknowledgment of the Independency 



of America, we fhaTl be brought ta 
examine, whether that neceffity does 
not now exift. 

It would, however, be in vain for 
him, who fhould undertake to prove 
the exigence of that neceffity, to enter 
;nto a detail of the prefent condition 
of the kingdom ; of the weaknefs and 
wickedneft of the public Councils ; 
of the lofs of public and private cre- 
dit ; of the decay of husbandry and 
trade ; the diffipation of the re- 
venues ; and the miserable condition, 
of the navy : a detail of this fort 
would be totally difregarded; it 
would be anfwered at once—" The 
€€ objtQ is too important, tbtfpirit of 
€t ibi Britijh nation top high % the re- 
" four c a <witb which G$d bos blefed 
" her too numerous to gi*ve up/o man} 
" Colonies.* 9 Alas! it is well re- 
membered when thefe flattering ex- 
preffions were made ufe of, which 
vanity, ignorance, and ambition, 
echoed back with felf complacency. 
How far they were then juft, may now 
be examined ; time has given a proof 
of their propriety, and enables us to 
judge, whether the high fpirit of the 
people, and the refourcerof the king- 
dom, are fuch as to obviate the necef- 
fity of acknowledging the indepen- 
dency of America. 

In the firft place, we muft examine 
the nature of that Spirit, the hrmnefs f 
purity, and miraculous powers of 
which can (and none but fuch can) 
fave a ijnking and 4efpcrate people at 
the laft gafp. 

The Prince of Orange, the defen- 
dant of him who ftruggled with noble 
fortitude in defence of his country's 
liberty, againft the bale and violent 
attempts of that proud and obffcinate 
opprefTor Philip the Second of Spain, 
anfwered well, when he was preiled 
to fay what he would do when all 
hopes were over pf defending his 
country againft an unjuft invader of 
its rights, liberty, and religion,— 
that "'he would die in the laft dyke." 
A pdffiffanc^to death is the £rf( duty! 

an4 
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Upt4 laft effort, of freemen j bat fuch 
perfiftance is only neceflkry in the 
caufe of religion and of liberty ; 
thofe tefts of our iduty to God and 
durfelves, without which life is not 
worth rofleffing,the glory and com- 
fort of it refulting from them. Is 
the caufe in which this country has 
plunged herfelf of that nature, as to 
demand, and juftify a fimilar per- 
fiftance ? Is her's the caufe of liberty, 
or of oppreffion ? t dare not anfwer 
the queftion; it mud be left to the. 
fenfe of all Europe, the feelings t of 
America, and the conference lof every 
independent Englifhmailk 

LETTER 11. 
Although we may not determine* 
whether the caufe in which this coun- 
try has plunged herielf, is the Caufe 
of liberty or oppreffion, it may be 
fafely faid, that felfifhnefs and arro- 
gance are not the figns of true fpirit. 
There can be no fpirit in which a 
man can properly pride himfelf, which 
is not founded on juitice and honour* 
'We may go further ; it may be faid, 
that the nation which violates thefirit 
principles of fociety, and > in parti- 
cular, . that of its own Government, 
in order to obtain fome finifter object* 
has loft all fenfe of honour and juf- 
tice ; and, having faid this, we may 
aft— -wh%t can be clearer in the 
principles of fociety and letter of the 
Conihtution, than that no State or 
Potentate can, without an exprefs 
Commifiion from God, or confertt of 
die people, aflame to themfelves the 
power of making laws to bind thofe 
who have not only not given their af- 
fent, but openly objected thereto ? 
What Can be more uhjuft, than that 
one part of the fubjecls of a State 
fhottld have a right . to the Lordfhip 
over, and to difpofe at their will of, 
the lives, property, liberties, an4 
religion of another part thereof, at 
the diftancfc of 3000 miles, at their 
pleafure, and in fubferviency to their 
interefb? What<an can be more ab* 



furd and wicked than to maintain, 
that Government was inftituted for 
the benefit and emolument of the Go- 
vernor, and not of the Governed I 
Are not thefe principles contrary to 
the laws of God, ofreafon, and the 
fuiferance of man in his own cafe ? 
Can any Englishman advance, or fub- 
mit to thefe absurdities f Can any 
man of real fpirit, fuch as an En* 
gliftimah ought to be, maintain there 
muft be a fupreme power in Govern- 
ment, although fuch power may be 
claimed by usurpation* and exercifed 
in tyranny ? That the aflent oJF the 
people is not heceflary for its eftab- 
lithment? that its true foundation is 
the parental authority > That fuch 
power cannot be refitted* although it 
aims at the xnifery and deftruftion of 
its fubje£b, and muft be exercifed ia 
its full extent, though it involves the 
whole Empire in one general ruin f 

The Englimman who maintain* 
thefe doctrines, muft have loft the £i- 
rit of his anceftors ; who, knowing" 
that fuch tenets naturally led to the 
eftablifhment of an arbitary, felfKh, 
Unknowing, and unfeeling power ia 
the King over the people of thia 
ifland, oppoied him bravely and flic-' 
cefsfully in arms, and brought about 
the great work of the Revolution. 

Let not that glorious event be a re- 
proach to the prefent age ; it will be 
fo, if, in the opinion of mankind, . 
the noble principles of it are contra- 
dicted in the American conteft : thofe 
principles are as juft now as they 
Were then. Let not the people, who 
fhewed a great and neceflary fpirit in 
oppofition to the wretched family 
which had invaded their rights, de- 
baft ahd mew themfelves . unworthy 
inheritors of the great ben^ueft of their 
anceftors. 

Is it, that the people of (his ifland, 
having once governed the people of 
the continent of America with their 
free confent, have fuch a right to go- 
vern them without their .confent, as 
to make it fhamef ul to give it up ? 

E e % and 
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arid {nit right, 6rice fo pfofteffcd, 
rhulnVbeever cotlflderfed £i iridefen- 
fifefc i Such affertjon is tofo general ; 
there are £reat and noble exceptions 
to it: whoever maintains ah argu- 
iheht of this fort, muft have forgot the 
conduct of his anceitors, and the 
treat example of the Roman patriots. 
The acknowledged rights of James 



they found thetifeive* w'eafc iri atgtf- 
rfient. This violent action was pre- 
ceded and accompanied by a feininihtf 
violence of fpeech. Calumny and 
abufe bfccame ah engine of Govern- 
ment. Men were hired to provoke 
the. people i6 folly and madnefs^ 
The Americans were publicly declar- 
ed rebels and cowards, arid were con- 



drid Tarquin, did nfct prevent thofe of fidered as fuch by the generality of 
former times from driving oppreflbrs the people, who were told lb by them 

unq ueftionably brave, arid of compe- 
tent judgment what was and was not 
rebellion. The forntef bravery of 
f&ch men, however, flood not ia 
need of fuch arts to fet it off, what- 
ever theiiv prefect loyaky might. 



from the throne. The cleareit right 
jcnay be forfeited ' by abufe ; but 
pbwdr is feldoni quitted without re- 
Jdclarice. James and ' Tarquin were 
then of high fpirit, and ftruggled to 
fte laft for the repofleffion of their 



Jurtrority ; but James and Tarquin The people, nei attending to - the 

feeing defeated iri their efforts, the quarter from whence iriis fcurrility. 

freedom of England arid Of Rome proceeded, willingly lifte'ned tQ, arid 

Were ellabHihed at their expulflbri*. adopted it^ their iritereft arid their 

honour induced thern to credit the* 

IE 1* Tf\.T2 Jt III. afTertion, that the Americans were 

1 it proofs were wanting ofthena, cowards" and rebels : if they were hot 

fitre of the boafted Q>rrit and prin- cowards, the danger of infu'Itihg and. 

ciple of the Drefentcontcft, the means attacking them wonjd be great ; if 

which have been ufed for the attain- they were not in rebellion, they them- 



rtient of th£ national objeel, having 
fefulte'd frem them, would fupply 
&cHffooft. 

*; The' method? ; taken to rouse the" 
ffcO'pIfe to enter into* this deplorable 
bufmefs, Were fufely rtoff unworthy 
ihtf lean degre'e^of - fpfit- frb one 
can tccotteit, without blufhing, the 
kiveflives, bordering on fcurrijity, 
which echoed round the.' Walls of the 
trioft public arid foleriifi places, 
Should any brie endeavour tb account 
for this Iicentioufnefs Of fpeech, he 
would, perhaps, do it in the follow* 
irig manner: 

Whea the fafer quettion was firit 
igitated, both- fides appealed to the 
nature, principles, -and end of fo- 
ciety, and of government in general ; 
and, in particular, tb the letter and 
Spirit of the Eriglim Conftitution : 
that fide which gained .nothing, but 
loft every thing hy the- appeal, foori 
had recourfe to arms ; in which, it 
was imagined, they were as ftrong as 



ffclves Were tyrants arid oppreflbrs. 
This illiberal behaviour at home, 
fpfead itfelf in every fpeech and ac- 
tion abroad. Read the Letters, Mam- 
feflos, and proclamations of the Ge- 
nerals in America ; is one of them 
dictated by that rriagnanifriijp which 
fcorns infult, and avoids the appear- 
ance of infolence ? 
- This conduct, which focceeded fi> 
well,- is a libef on the nation. There 
was a time when fucn artifices were' 
unneceflary; when the courage of 
the people of Gre£t Britain flood- 
not in need of fuch provocations ; 
when they (hewed themfelyes pof- 
fefTed of real ftrerigth and unqu$f- 
tioned bravery, and did pot de- 
pend for fiiccefs oh the weaknefs or 
cowardice of their enemy ; when their 
caufe was ft) juft as not to 1 ftand in 
need of repnminatiori* The fharmo 
of fuch illiberality is riot more ob- 
vious than the folly and mifchief of it* 
If it railed a kind of courage in the 
people 
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jfeftpl* of t&s ifland, that led them pluck the likelier from nis privite^l 

\6 tne molt unpitiable ; aclions, it in- fhelter, they will .'aftenim hhn with? 

ched,, at: the lame time, a general 

oppoffttfm and abhorrence in the 

Americans : it railed a refinement, 

which England will feel in the four 

quarters of the globe, ^ 

This infolerice of fpeech is, how- 
ever, fomewhat checked. ' The Ame- 
ricans have given the lie to their re- 
vilers ami calumniators : they have" 
fought , bravely $ they have /hewn 
themfervcs pbflefled of the truefobn- 



the mof); noble acls of Valour ; and» 
to his ihame, refent the affront ori 
tne body of the people, who have not 
had fenft or decency to check ana 
puniih the indignity. 

Let the fubjefts of Great-Britaini 
have a clear underftanding of that 
freedom of fpeech, of which they am 
fb proud, and juftly tenacious, ia 
their pubfic proceedings ; let them 
confidef it as a freedom which they 



dation of courage; their magnao!- claim of right to be exercifed in their 
mity and" generoftty, amidft the molt own proper tranfactions ; it is a claini 



unworthy treatment, have aftonifhed 
Great-Britain, and inet with 'the ap- 
plaufe oT Europe, * 

But, unfortunately, the people be- 
ing jm the habi^t of abufe, have not 



againft the interference and anxmad- 
verfion of their Kings ; but this 
right, which is afecurity and honour, 
tb the people of this ifland, ought 
not to operate againft the repofe and' 



con$dered the dahgeV of extending it horipuj of the neighbouring nations i. 

to* thole who have ever had the power', it will, t in' that cafti become a licen- 

and inclination to refent every im- tlbufnefs of the worfi kind, andmofE 

peachment of their Tipnour and cou-^ dangerous tendency, la vain wiif 

rage. Having provoked one another, t1\e privilege of Parliament be plead- 



by this _fal(e and unworthy method, 
to infult t^eir o^ce feirow-fubjec1s,- ; 
they have taken the fame ridiculous 
zni unmanly way of animating them- 
selves again ft the neighbouring na- 
tion's : the confequence of fuch pro- 
ceeding maybe fatal to this country. 
That the vulgar and ignorant are^ 
guilty of fcurnlity, may not be fiir- t 
prizing ; but, when men of great" 
note give into fuch intemperate ufe 
of fpeech, we are loft in aftonifhment. 
Nq one of real courage and know- 
ledge would brand a whole kingdom 
with cowardice, efpecially if his fitu- 
auon was fuch as jfecured him from 
the danger of merited refentmerit; 
nor would a good citizen fay or do 
any thing in the wantohhe'fs of his 
hearty which might in any manner, 
prejudice the State'in general. 
. Let not then ah indecent free- 
dom of fpeech be taken with the 
people of France) It will be .found 
the French cannot, any more than 
the Americans, put up with grofs 
fcurrifity; and' that, if they cannot 



e'd againft the refentment of a King, 
of nation, treated. with infult withia 
its walls. The unguarded fpeechei 
in Parliament, from whom'foever they 
may come, will be noticed out of 
Parliament, notwithstanding the re- 
solutions of the two Houfes $ aii<l, 
the privilege, which is of fuch confe-t 
quence in England, will be consider- 
ed in foreign countries not only with 
contempt, but abhorrence and indig- 
nation, as a cloak to a licentloufnefs ' 
which may, if unreftrained, embroil 
the world. 

L E t T E R )V. 
" Yes, we are men of high fpiri<r r 
^ and cannot part with ourfuhjefts" 
Ye country Gentlemen, this is the 
language of avarice and pride, which 
will bring you to beggary and ihame* 
If you have an high Spirit, take care 
left it fhew itfelf Tike that of the in- 
confiderate drunkard, who, in his 
midnight broils, fcruples not to draw 
his' fword on his beft fnends ; or, of 
the bravo, who is infolent, becaufi 
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ie imagines- Ms opponent b weak or 
cowardly. 

You once, indeed, had a fplrit, 
Warranted by the Conftitution, and 
worthy of Englifhmen. You had the 
fpirk of watchfulnefs over, and diftruft 
©fMinifters. You were, during the 
reigns of the preceding Kings of thfr 
Hanover Houfe, jealous of, and violent 
an oppoiition to, every meafure of the 
Court. At prefent, tamely fubmit- 
xlng to the dictates of a Favourite, 
you have nothirtg in you, but the fpU 
xit of acquiefcence in the moft pftr- 
xiicious conduft. The Minifter knows 
your meannefs, and has tieated you 
accordingly. 

Having often clamoured againft 
taking into pay the troops of Europe, 
aeceflary for the defence and liberties 
of this country, you were, for the 
lake of confiftency, under the nece£ 
£ty of feeming to be averfe to a pro- 
pofal of that kind. The Minifter, 
laving taken his part, laughed in 
your race at your pretended fquea- 
jniflinefs, and purfued his project. 
A contemptible farce was, played be- 
tween you ; it was infifted, he mould 
be fo good and fo kind as to accept 
©fan Act of Indemnity : daring and 
bold in his defigns, he gloried in the 
violation of the Conftitution ; and, 
knowing your fubferviency, frailed 
at your juggling method of doing 
yourxiuty to your country, and bung- 
ling attempt to fave your honour. 
He entered, however, into the fpifit 
of the farce, and took a meafure, in 
concert with you, to amufe the pub- 
lic; and having am u fed and ftiewn 
you to the public, as you really were, 
he (topped fhorr, fcorning the pitiful 
fliift, and reje&ing with affectation 
the idle attempt to fecure his head 
and your honour. 

Having often roared againft the 
fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus Aft, , 
left your liberty might be reftrained 
in the courfe of a rebellion, formerly 
fomented by your friends and adhe- 
rents, eventually againft the acccf- 



fion of his prefent Maje£y tQ.tidL 
throne, you pretended to difapprovti 
of the Minifter's adopting a meafure 
of that fort. He defpited and re- 
jected your application ; he knew he 
might dp it without fear of your re* 
fentment; and, immediately after* 
granted,. in part, what had been re-*' 
fufed to you, to one of your ftrorigeft^ 
opponents. He has fcarcely mifledt' 
ah opportunity of thwarting your ap- 

Elications in public matters, wtulft 
e has complied with every private 
one. 

In the prefent great confeft, he has 
bamboozled you irt your principal ob- 
ject; excufethe expreffion, I cannot 
at prefent recolteft one which better 
marks his treatment of you ; deter- 
mined toeftablifh a defpotic Govern— 
ment in America, on the violation x>f 
the principles of the Englifll Confti-^ 
tution, he gained your concurrence 
in his meafures, by the hopes of par- 
taking in his power, and partaking ; 
in his atrocious rapine. 
* A large and immediate revenue 
from your then fellow-fubjefts ia, 
America, to be at your difpofal, wa» 
the bait he threw out ; you mapped 
at it with rapacity, and entered into ; 
his deiigns in a moil fclfifh and un- 
principled manner. But, as the talk, 
of fubjugating America foon appear- 
ed not altogether ib eafy as it was at 
firft conceived, the minifterial Ian- . 
guage changed ; a revenue was not, . 
he laid, then the object, but only the. 
dignity of Government, and the fu- 
premacy of Parliament* This was 
alarming to felfiihnefs and arrogance : 
you took the alarm, and declared, 
that if a revenue was not the object 
of the con teft, there were no grounds 
for its continuance. Vou were then 
told, that a revenue was {till an ob^ 
jecl ; and credit was immediately 
given to the affurance, although it 
was direftly contrary to what you had . 
heard juft before. Vou thus went 
on, willingly deceived, until neither 
the dignity of Government, fupre- - 
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jnacy of Parliament, or even your 
Jiril and great wifli of a large and 
.immediate revenue, are any longer 
cither the true or pretended object of 
the nation, but felf-defence and pre- 
iervation. 

To the Minifter, you have long 
ceafed to be the men of fpirit, which 
your intereft, honour, and duty, re- 
quire you fhould be. To your fel- 
low-fa bjec"b, you are proud and rapa- 
cious. Talk not then of fpirit ; al- 
though it has been fuppofed to be a 
ipirited fpeech, which offered the Mi- 
iufter thirteen ftrillings in the pound 
to effect the fubjugationof America, 
it was the offer of thirteen {hillings to 
gain fourteen, and therefore only 
worthy of a defigning huckfter; it 
was the q$er of one who had thrown 
the whole burthen of the land-tax 
from his own fhoulders on thofe of 
Jus tenants, and of one who is faid 
to be bargaining with the Minifter 
for a title in his family. 

LETTER V. 
If the principle and object of the 
war were bad, the fpirit in which h 
was commenced was bad likewife. 
It was not entered into with real fpi- 
rit, but apparent cowardice ; it was 
entered into, becaufe the Britifh na- 
tion was ftrong, and the Americans 
weak. The nation was, in their 
own opinion, the braveft on earth, 
and the Americans the moft pusilla- 
nimous ; their conqueft would, it 
was imagined, be an eafy work, or 
it had not been attempted. War 
which is generally a choice of diffi- 
culties and dangers, in this inftance 
changed its nature, and was con- 
sidered as a certainty of feftivity and 
triumph; it became a paftime, in 
wjiich the bpys of quality might 
fafely amufe themfelves ; they went 
|o America, not as foldiers, to reap 
f he laurels of an hard earned, toil, 
}>u t to look and fpeak big to an af- 
frighted banditti; and to pleafe, 
y/i$ fenfelefs pales, the fond mothers 



of a tale-bearing Court. Their g#- 
ing was made a holiday to an ad* 
miring and vain-glorious croud, all 
anticipating the triumphs which were 
to enfue. 

The nation has, or ought to have, 
learned a language and conduct of 
modefty. The moft favoured Com- 
manders have returned defeated and 
difgraced. They who left the pre- 
fence of their Sovereign in honour 
due to the moft accomplished in the 
art of war, have been openly abufed 
for their want of courage, capacity, 
and integrity ; and, to the ftiame of 
all fpirit, it is now afted, which of 
them has refented the infults which 
the hirelings of the Court have 
thrown upon them ? Except Bur- 
goyne, n6t one i He has flood forth 
in vindication of his honour, when 
it might have been done by others 
with better reafon, and greater pro- 
bability of fuccefi. They have 
tamely fubmitted to an impeach- 
ment of honour, without daring, or 
being willing, to juftify themielves 
to the nation, or calling to account 
the deligning flanderer who has made 
them the fcape-goat of his own bad 
Councils. Indeed, and indeed, there 
is no great lign of real fpirit in this 
behaviour ; the whole is marked by a 
tame fubmiftion to, and acquiescence 
in, the. will of the Minifter. Each 
receives his pay, fecures the emolu- 
ments of Government, which do 
not exift, fuppreffes his juft refent- 
ment, and is heard of no more. 

If fuch are the principles and con- 
duct of the Commanders, what could 
have been expected from the common 
men who compofed the army, but 
the fpirit of maffacre and thunder t 
A great part were hired for the pur- 
pofe ; this vile difpofition of the fo- 
reign troops was the ground-work of 
their recommendation ; the Ameri- 
cans were threatened with, and can- 
not forget, their devaftation. It was 
the murderous warfare of the Indian 
which made him the ally, and the 
iniidioumefi 
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Snfidicmfnefs of the negro that made 
Km the friend of Great-Britain : the 
Englishman himfelf was debauched 
into fuch afts of cruelty and robbery, 
as will ever difgrace the name arid 
nation of England* The forfeiture 
and confifcation of the property of 
the Americans were the baits which 
jouzed the army fent thitHer ; when 
the poor weetches, thus feduced, 
claimed on their arrival in the coun- 
try the right of plundering, all dif- 
cipline was loft ; that which gave the 
fcoarted fpirit of the army deitroyed 
it, and rendered it a perfect banditti. 

LETTER VI. 

Where then fhall we find the fpirit 
which is fo much talked of? If the 
liation has no longer that firmnefs 
ind thofe principles which made 
them free at home and formidable 
■broad, if the country gentlemen 
liave loft that independence whfcJ) 
Rendered them & troublefbme to the 
preceding Kings of the Hanover line; 
and if the military are infenfible to 
their own honour, let us fee whether 
the Minifter has the appearance of 
fpirit in any one refpeel — the reality 
is not to be expected from him. 

When he talked of the dignity of 
Government, no one was impofed on 
who knew its true nature ; nothing 
was meant thereby but the fupport of 
iis own confequence and power in the 
State; a cohfequence and power 
that could not be fupported, but by 
the means and opportunities of cor- 
ruption. When he talked of bring- 
ing America to his feet, the vanity 
and infolence of the man alone oc- 
curred to the mind of the hearers* 
No real fpirit can be ftiewn in the 
prefence if a bribed Majority, whe 
are fure to applaud the preemption 
of their Paymafter with a vehemence 
proportioned to their hire. Befidie 
this talk' of dignity and fpirit, he 
made no pretence to them ; abuiing 
every man* to whom the execution of 
! hi? atad fyfi^m wa« injruiied for wast 



of fuccefs, he dared, nojt IjO call 9 
fingle officer' to account, except m 
Commander in the navy for intoxica- 
tion. He has chofen to make hi 
peace with thofe he has outraged, fc* 
the loweft fervility and the bafcfl coi>- 
rupiion. To the Americans "hp at 
length fubmitted, endeayouring to 
obtain that peace, meanly and irifidl- 
oufly, which the utmoft threats^ int* 
Yults, and force of arms, cQuJd nc£ 
produce. The^hew of Jpirit being 
gone, and the hour of mfoknc^paJ^ 
ed J entreaties, flatteries, and cor- 
ruption, have been (ubftitmed in'tfae 
room of force, infult, and demands. 

The former Jugh-fQuncfint pom- 
pous language, and die late jtnavijh 
fycopharicy to the Americans, are not 
the onJy marks of the Minifter'a wan't 
of fpirit; it is feen in every inftance 
of his conduct to the European States^ 

At the moment he ieemed to de r 
pend on this high ipSrit, and nume- 
rous resources, the moft fervilje' court 
was paid to the Princes of Europe 
not to affift thdfe, v^o, it was pretend- 
ed, had neither fpirit nor refoojrees. 
He affected to truft them, whom 
Great Britain had never trufted be- 
fore, and branded with hypocrify 
thofe who had been faithful from, the 
eariieft time. The whole of fuch a 
conduct was founded in meannefs, 
and met with a merited return ; every 
thing was promifed, but nothing 
gained; trufting, however, to fucS' 
promifes, the nation was necerTarfly 
betrayed into its prefent ftate of di£ 
honour. 

' The States to wfyom appEcatioa 
was made to forbear affording alli- 
ance to the oppreffed, thought they 
did every tfjing that could be expeftr 
ed from them when they gave aftux- 
ances. They copld not imagine the 
Englifh Miniftry was fo fooliih as to 
expect they would forego their inte- 
reft in commerce, or the opportunity 
which had been fo unexjjp&edly o^ 
fered'of abafing their rival and eae- 
my. The ajTuninces aikfd and given 
■ : ' Wpri 
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Wfrettran'dered ai ikti and given ad by others; 

t<rafecetvc the people of Great Bri* 

Uhi, whofe fpirit feemed to be as 

16* as that of the Minifter. This 

pftfce of potf deal cafeanery fucceeded ; 

it* could not, however, ' have fucceed- 

eJCJral with fuch as were willing to 



be ^e&eivea 

■ - '* 1BT T'fi A VIL' 
*lftit witn,what$vefr principles and 
$irrt the* ^roerican war was' com- 
menced smU conducted, the conti- 
nuance of; and j^rEffahee in it* is 
ISM to be abfolutely neceftary from 
thb t conduct of France; who hath 
xntUt ierfifioufly intruded Herfelf into 
alfiririin which fhe had no right to 
interfere; and by fnch Hterference, 
tire War, nowceafing td be an Ame- 
rican/ ib befeome a French one ; and,, 
therefore, how ninth foever indi- 
viduals, orthepribHc, might be dif* 
pbfedto come to : ah accommodation 
wtoi the Colonics,' it f cannot now be 
done, fince their eritrance into trea- : 
lies fifto? aHnroce with Prance makes 
it a matter of rieceffitv to purjue 
tfeehi to deftrucliony and puniftt the 
$afifiionfnefs of their ally. It is the 



Men wta tftveftfc*. 

dily reprobated the principles aid ob-r 
jecl of the American conteft have had 
their integrity and judgment make* 
when the Independency Was declar- 
ed; and many* whaconfidered that 
meafure as the natural and necedfcrf 
refult of the conduct of Great Bri- 
tain, have al length fallen from their 
chancier. They do not fee that.thc 
alliance with France was as much in 
cohfequenceoftne manner in which 
the war was condrtcled againft Ame- 
rica, as the Independence was the 
refult of the alarming claims of Par- 
liament. The original oppofition, 
declaration of Independency, and al- 
lfence with France* flowed from the 
demands themfelves, from their ten- 
dency, and the unrelenting method 
taken to enforce them. They who 
Wifhto aft confidently > ought to have 
eonftantly in their miad the whole of 
the conteft ; they who wife for a pal- 
liation of their defection* can loon 
frar their confcicnce and their ho- 
nour ; any pretence, ot none at all, 
Will ferve the puroofe of the cor- 
rupted. 
If we keep in out minds the whole 



art of the times to take advantage of of the queftion, the war is ftill truly 



ib own blunders, not for correfUon 
iuVfbr a continuation of them. One 
fiufchicffprddUces 1 another, and ope* 
rates afc i juftiflcatipn of the whole. 
The nation "was urged to a contihua- 
fionin the American -war j becaufcit 
Was commenced ; the reafbn, juftice, 
and humanity of it Wert not regard- 
el. The continuance of the Ameri- 
can warnaturally produced the French 
alliance, and this affords a juftifica- 
tion of the meafures, and mil be a 
fttfficientj unification, fo long as the 
people' fuffer themfelves to be the 
dupes' of Miniflerr. This artifice of 
changing the name and object of the 
war n made not only a jollification 
of bad meafures, but a means of fe- 
jrfu&ion to men who think themfelves 
well difpofed. iThey who have with- 
stood fome artifices, nave been deceive 
Vol, VII. 



American; and will be fo until ^he 
American Independency, which is the 
groundwork of the alliance With 
France* is publicly acknowledged. If 
there was an original guilt in the 
claims and proceedings agaiftft Ame- 
rfca, that guilt is itill continued ; an 
attempt may be madtf'td cover *nd 
keep it out of fight, bttt ' it Wili be 
Without effect, efecept to tkofe who 
are willingly blind. 

The perfidioufnefs, ambition, and 
natural enmity of France, which have 
ever been the general topics of national 
abnfe, and are greatly fb at this junc- 
ture, are ridiculous in the prefciit quef- 
tion. What people, ftanding in the 
light which France has flood in towards 
England, would not have acted in 
the manher France has done ? Would 
not England herfelf have taken ad- 
F f vantage 
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vantage ef* a ftmUai* folly and* mad- 
nefs m her rival? She would not, 
politically fpeakirig, have been juf. 
tified if fhe had not. The fituauon ' 
in whkk England hat put her&lf, 
invites reproach, infult, andaflault; 
the invitation h To irrefiflibly ftrong 
as not to be aypided ; the c hief crime, 
therefore, » in him who led into 
temptation, and confequential poji- 
tical evil. 

Shall ambition be imputed to 
France as a fault by England ? At 
fuch a charge, from fuch a quarter, 
America will not be able to refrain 
from laughter, and all Europe from 
contempt. 

. " But France is, the natural enemy 
4t of England ;" — the expreffion is 
grofs, and the idea, however politi- 
cal, is repugnant to Chriftianity. If, 
however, fhe is, and has always been 
considered as her natural enemy, 
why was not England more on her 
guard ? Why did fhe truft to her af- 
furances? Why did me put herfelf 
into fuch a condition as gave that 
enemy fo great an advantage over 
her? 

Thefe charges of perfidioufnefs, 
ambition, ana natural enmity, re- 
fute themfelves, or are inadmiflible 
#n the fide from which they come ; 
there is, however, another which 
may be fuppofed to refult from them, 
but which is made with the worft 
grace imaginable. 

Nothing is more common than to 
hear of tho bufy and intermeddling 
4ifp©noon of France; that the dis- 
pute between Great Britai* and the 
Colonies concerned not her; and, 
therefore, her interference being moil 
infidioufly fraught with enmity to, 
ought to be refented by both. Had 
there been the leaft fenfc of fhame, 
or principle of candour in the Minif- 
try, theie fuggeJfcions had not been 
made. Allow me to aft, what bufi - 
nefs had the Hoaie of Branfwick, 
and the Houfe of Hefle, to inter- 
meddle in this bloody difpute, ren- 



dered more bloody by their jntfoilo* 
and interference? What did* they 
know of taxation and representation, 
of the charters of Government, or 
the rights of freemen ? They had no 
rivalmip with, no enmity, either nah 
tural or political, to America ; nor 
had either of them a natural or poli- 
tical afte&ion for England. They 
had not a tingle motive to wife fuc- 
cefs to either fide ; and, indeed, they 
were ib peculiarly £tuated, thai they 
had no wifh but that their own fub- 
jefts might be cut off, having fecured 
to themfelves mod ample reparation 
for their deaths. Are men fo un- 
principled to pafi without ignominy, 
not having, as others have, in j uni- 
fication of themfelves, even the pre* 
tence of their own honour and the 
good of their States ; but, on the 
contrary, facrificing their own honour 
and the happinefs of their poor peo- 
ple, for the attainment of baie and 
enormous ftipends, to gratify their 
lulls and voluptuous difpoiiticm. 

It is to fuch that England, who re» 
fents the conduct of France, reforts 
at this time. The mo ft ignorant, of 
the mod fenfelefs, and the leaft inte- 
rcfted in the dispute, are confidered 
by her as the beft for the profecutioa 
of it. Has fhe not made application 
to the Ruffians, whofe barbarous in- 
terference hath hitherto been flopped 
againft hef will? Has file not exhauft- 
ed her treasures in bribing every 
Prince in Europe to facrifice the xe- 
pofc of their fubjefts to ai&ft her 
againft America? In fhort, h»c fhe 
fcrupled to colled where fhe could, 
arid what fhe could, to fervc her 
purpofe ? 

v What does the lavage, enjoying 
natural freedom in its full extent, 
know of the prerogatives of the 
Crown ? What idea can black (laves 
have of virtual reprefentation in t^e 
Parliament of Great Britain ? 

If the allies of England are either 
unprincipled mercenaries, favages, 
or flares, how can fhe clamour 

againll 
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t^alnft France for offering, or blame are not the befi informed men In Ae 



the American! for accepting, her af- 
irftance? Is it that neither had a 
right to do what they have done? 
But who 1 is a proper judge of this 
ouefHon? France and America are 
Purely as competent to it as England ; 
and yet, perhaps, they might fafely 
leave it to the judgment of England 
herfelf. Will fhe who appealed to 
the detdfion of the fword proteft 
againft it, when it has determined 
againft her ? Having declared, con- 
trary to the found fenfe and humble 
fapplication of America, that there 
could not, nor mould be any li- 
mited Government, fhe made her 
choice : aut Cafar aut oullus, was 
the language and principle after pro- 
ceeding: not fucceeding as Caefar, 
the alternative is obvious. It may 
be thought, however, that England 
not having difclaimed her right, what- 
ever the faft may be, ought not to 
be interrupted in her claim. Are 
formal declarations neceflary, an 
American would afk, when things 
speak for themfelves ? Who thinks a 
declaration of war neceflary at this 
jun&ure? Yet is it not as much a 
war, in all its horrors, as it would 
be with the farcical parade of he- 
ralds ? Things being plain in them- 
selves, the extraneous evidences need 
not be ftrong. When James the 
Second had, during the courfe of 
three or four years, done every thing 
in violation of the Conftitution, and 
to the •ppreffion of his fubje&s, the 
circumibmce of throwing the great 
feal into the Thames wastriltng; 
his abdication was fufficiently mani- 
fcft without it. 

LETTER VIIL 

Should it be faid that all the in- 
ftanccs which have been adduced to 
fliew the lofs of the original fpirit, 
have happened in the heat of action j 
from the advice of inconfiderate Mi- 
nifies $ from the inattention of the 
country gtntkmen, who> it is known, 



kingdom ; or, from the mi flakes na- ' 
tural to the body of the people ; that, 
notwithflanding all that has been 
faid, the nation has acted on the : 
founded principles of policy, magna* 
nimity, and juilice ; there is no En- - 
glifhman who, wifhing to be recon- 
ciled to himfelf, would ' not make 
and take thefe apologies for the na* 
tional conduct ; who would n#t, with 
a kind of honeft prejudice, fuch an 
one as fhewed a remaining fenfe or 
fhame, endeavour to impofe upon 
himfelf: what fuccefs fuch an En- 
glifhman may have in his endeavours 
to quiet his confeience, and fatisfy 
his honour, is not difficult to fey; 
but it is certain, one ftep has been 
taken in this deplorable bufinefs, 
which, not having one of the fore- 
going palliations, has confounded 
every idea which the Americans en* 
tertained of policy, juftice, magnani- 
mity, valour, honour, and humanity. 

The cries of the American prison- 
ers, unnoticed, or fcoffed at, in the 
dungeons of America, have founded 
throughout Europe, and claimed 
the general commtferatioiu The in- 
fults which the unhappy fufferers met 
with, have violated every fenfe of 
decency ; the mifery they have un- 
dergone has {hocked humanity. A 
companion for the diftreJTes of fellow 
creatures, and a ftrong feeling for 
the national honour, induced a few 
to afford fome fmall relief; in vaia 
were the laws exerted to check and 
punifh thefe virtuoui feelings. A 
body of men flood forth, avowedly, 
to mitigate the horrors of war on this 
fide of the Atlantic, and they did 
mitigate them by an immediate 
fuccour, and fuggefting to the 
Minifler a left degree of implaca- 
bility in future. 

On the other fide, remonftrances 
and entreaties were ineffectual ; no- 
thing but the threat of retaliation 
could put a flop to real barbarities. 
The fufferingsof thefe Americans, 

S f a however, 
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however, were fuch a* others have 
undergone from remorfelefs enemies* 
Infult, famine, difeafe, and death, 
were their lot, They bore thefe 
misfortunes like men, for their ho- 
nour and their confdence were hot 
aflailed. The mifery would have 
been imfupportable, if the negecia- 
tion which was entered into by the 
Miniftcr with the fiafl-India Com- 
pany; had been carried into execution ; 
H failed, not becaufe of its inhuma- 
nity, but impracticability : if it had 
not failed, many a brave and vir- 
tuous citizen of America would have 
been compelled to haw become instru- 
mental in perpetrating the Aavery of 
the mod innocent people on earth, 
to. fatisfy the avarice of the molt cor* 
r up ted. Others, however, and thofe 
not few, have fuffered the greateft 
inifcry that brave men can feel in 
this life* 

An A&paffed the Legislature of 
Great Britain, compofed of the King, 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, aflembled in Parlia- 
ment, which having authorized the 
feizure of American property, and 
put the people out of the proteclion 
of the Crown, u> the aftwufhment 
of all Europe and horror of all 
America, compelled thofe who were 
tal;en lighting in defence of them- 
felves and what they considered the 
caufc of liberty and their country, 
to turn their arms againfi: their 
fellow-citiaens, their friends, fons, 
and fathers. The people of Britain, 
think themfelves well warranted in - 
this procedure ; to an American it 
appears to be unpafalfelied in. the 
hiftory of mankind. 

Hi underflands, that captives of 
war are now foared all infults, 
outrage, and diihonour; that it is 
now univerfally acknowjeged the 
conqueror's power does not extend to 
affeft the life or honour of his 
prifoner, but only to prevent his 
efcape, and doing more mifchief ■;-* 
that, though there are inftances in 



the hiftory of barbarous nation* 
where pritoners hayj£ been ordered 
to march in front cjf a battle, and 
ftand foremoft on thfi, parapets* of ai} 
affaulted town, yet the cowardice 
and inhumanity of the proceeding 
have brought a contempt and ab- 
horrence on thofe who have pra£fci£ed 
fuch malicious mischief; that it 
could not have been, expected, In 
thefe.times of civility and Chriffcianity, 
men would have Men forced to fight 
againfi their honour and their 
confidence, and violate thereby 
the duty they owe, to God and 
themfelves ; that this meafure is a 
new fpecies of Machiavelianifm ; 
that, u the Americans were even 
considered as criminals, this ontrage 
ought to have been fpared ; *hat» 
though barbarous nations might, in 
fpprt, have condemned offenders to 
fight and kill one another ; yet, 
that not one of them who had, or 
pretended to have, an high Ipirit 
and numerous refources, ever rnade 
their criminals auociate in war j that 
it is againft the nature of punishment, 
which is meant for corre&ion and. 
for example, to oblige the offender 
in his vzry fufferings to commit 
additional crimes ; that fuch punih- 
ment is a torture of confeience, an4 
a flab to honour. 

This is the language of America i 
for which, if there is any foundation, 
an Englishman may furely fay-— he 
trulls in Cod that the whole of that . 
procedure may be revifed; ;$fcat it" 
has already caufe,d irreparable mif* 
chief; that it ought to he expunged 
out of the ftajute book of the land j 
that the future hiftorian may not 
know any fuch ever exited. This 
mull be thewifli of every Englifh- 
man who has read, and condemned, 
the malicious cruelty exercifed on 
WilUam Fell, by prifler^ Governor 
of Switzerland un/fer Albert *£ 
Ajj(lria, Thinking, that die dignity * 
aa^ fuprenucyoC.hJs* jSovernment 
fffi* infultfd, and denied, on the 

rcfufal 
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wfufjl of thw jpoor peafant to how, 
to his hat, th# 'tyrant compelled a 
father to jhoot at an apple placed on 
£U Tons head; by the blefSng of 
(fod, tjiis wanfon and inhuman 
command loft its intended effect ; 
but it had an .unexpected one ; it" 
induced* the Swifs, who Had been, 
outraged . an^ infulted for years 
l?efere, to tjirow off the Auftfian, 
jroke. Although it was a fingle acY 
©if one of the officers of Government, 
proceeding from the ram violence of . 
one perfon in a momentary fit of 
pride, and which affe&ed onjy one 
family, it compelled, and juftified 
them in the eves of God and man, 
in abjuring all allegiance an4 de- 
claring themfclves immediately an 
independent people* The §wif* 
Cantons have been ever finee con- 
sidered as free and united States by 
all (he powers of Europe 

LETTER IX. 

Should it be confefTed— that the 
Spirit, which has been thus manifefted, 
is moft unworthy of the Englifh 
people ; that it has debafed them in 
tljeir pwn eyes, and in the eyes of 
all Eurbpe-^-yet, they have ftill 
fuch refources as will enable them 
to fubjugate the Americans, defeat 
the projects of all their enemies ; 
,and by fuccefs, fan&ify, according 
to the judgment of the world, the 
object and meafures which have 
been jjurfuecfc Let us, difregarding 
all principle in a&ion, and every 
fcaie of honour .and morality, 
examine whether Great Britain if 
Wetted with fuch means as may 
enable her to execute her deiigns, 
and enforce her will, whatever that 
may be, over the Qontiuent of 
America, 

In doing this, let it be obferved, 
in the n>ft place, (hat thefe refources, 
which were boafted of to incite this 
contefy,, ought in reafpn and ju£ice . 
to have checked and prevented the 
prefenVfr|aXfyuWiJU If Gr^t Britain 



had fuch numcron* refources, why 

was {he not peaceably contented 
with them ? why were the bleflinga 
difregarded, and mifery heaped on 
three million of people ? — refources 
fo applied are curfes, and not 
bjeffings. 

There, fee.nis, befides, a great 
political millake in talking of re- 
sources independent of the affection, 
of, and union with, the Colonies* 
The millake was difcovered when, 
America was rendered adyerfe ; 
when her people, her coafts, and 
her country, ceafed to befubfervient, 
and became hoftile, the boafted 
refources dried up. In fhort, if the 
refources of Great Britain were in- 
dependent of the Colonies, her attack 
on them was moft malicious ; if mo 
depended on the Colonies for her 
refources, it was moft impolitic, 
. There are, indeed, refources in 
this country, to which it will be for 
her iotereft, her honour, and fecurity 
to apply ; but thefe were not, it is 
propaole, the refources which were, 
alluded to ; to thofe refources, how* 
ever, the welfare and fafety of the 
people, againft their foreign and 
domeftic fo$s, will make an applica- 
tion moft ncccflkry ; ihe rauft eftablifh . 
a domeftic ceconomy ; ihe muj) put 
an end to the means of corruption ; 
ihe mud check rapine and extortion 
at home, and Jhe will not be under 
the neceflity of feeking for plunder 
abroad ; and then, inftead of invading 
the liberties of others, fhe will be 
able to fecure her own, which are 
evidently declining. 

If, without dwelling on the 
d«meiUc and commercial refources 
of Great Britain, her foreign and 
political ones are confidered, wefhall 
be foon convinced that they, fuch at 
they are, fo far from ferving hex in 
this difpute, will operate to her 
difgrace and deftru&ion. The opinion- 
of her high fpirit and boafted re- 
fources, which the united empire 
had exerted in an honourable caufe, 

hav« 
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fcave deprived lifer of every friend to 
countenance and fupport her mea- 
fures, and excited a general com- 
bination of the powers of Europe. 

When it was determined, inhu- 
manly determined, to carry fire and 
fword into the Colonies of America, 
it was obvious that, prefTed by fad 
neceffity, the Americans would ap- 
ply for affiftance to every quarter in 
their power ; and it was obvious to 
every one not blinded by conceit, 
wge, avarice, and ambition, that 
almoft every power in Europe would 
for their x immediate and proper 
intereft, or, in oppofition to the 
formidable greatnefc of this country, 
intereftedly ot raalicioufly afford 
them that affiftance. 

The only fecurity that could be 
obtained that fuch affiftance ihould 
not be given, were aflurances and- 
promifes which, trifling and ineffec- 
tual as they were, the Minifter, 
having fued for them in the humbleft. 
manner, was contented with: he 
couldget no other, and they anfwered 
his purpofe j they ferved to deceive 
the people, and enabled him, by that 
deception, to periift in the fyftem 
which he had adopted. The States 
t to whom he appked, werelavifh in 
their affurances ; the tendency of 
them was feen with pleafure ; it was 
feen that they would cajole their 
rival and enemy into inextricable 
jnifthief. Thus thofe who would 
not truft the Americans, formerly 
in the higheft confidence with other 
Kings, and other Parliaments, charg- 
ing them with hypocrify and falfe- 
hood, trufted implicitly to the 
faith of France, the intereft of 
Holland, the friendly difpofition of 
Spain, and the general intereft of 
Europe. 

To fuppofe, it was not the intereft 
of the powers of Europe to make the 
Colonies independent of Great 
Britain, and thereby fhare in their 
traffic, fo long felfifhly or politically 
monopolized, was to fuppofe they 



were ignorant of the benefit* of 
commerce ; to urge to thofe power* 
the fhame and confequences to them- 
felves of affifting fubje&s in revolt, 
was to treat them as ideota in* 
politics ; to imagine they would not 
take advantage of the diftrefs, which 
the folly or wickednefs of die public 
councils would bring on the nation** 
and thereby weaken that empire 
which was fo formidable to all,' war 
to fuppofe they knew not their' 
interefts, and would not purfue them 
to the utmoft. 

Does not Spain know, that thi* 
iflandmuft foon ceafe to be an in- 
flating and dangerous maritime 
power, when the Colonies are loft ; 
and, by confeqaence, that there can 
be no future caufe of dread from her f 
and knows fhe not, at the fame time, 
that, as Independent States, the; 
Colonies can have no weight in the' 
general fyftem, for age$ to come f 
has (he forgot, can fhe *ver forget, 
the affair of Falkland Ifland, whea 
the united empire made her fubmit 
to the commands of the King of 
Great Britain ? fhe may, with 
feeming cordiality, propofe terms 
of accommodation, which flie knowa 
will be rejected with fuch haaghtineft 
as to give a colour of charging the 
nation with infupportable infolence, 
and juftifying an open declamation 
of her general engagements under 
the Family Compact, and certain 
private ftipulations with* France and 
America : it is fuppofed, that fhe 
has already done much, clandeftincry, 
in favour of the Americans; and 
that fhe is prepared to aft openly on 
the fame fide. It is known that a 
branch of the family, the King of 
the Two SiciKes, one of the fon$ of 
Spain, now countenances and ac- 
knowledges the American flag ; 
this, furely, is an evidence of the 
difpofrtion, and proguofticatkm of 
the intention, of the whole of the 
Spanifh line ; it is, at Jeaft, fufficient 
to put a Minifter poft'effed of the 
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finaHeuY degree of wifdont oa his 
guard. 

. The -underhand practices of Spain 
and open declaration* if necciTary in 
future, may be depended on — their 
intentions have, perhaps, been al- 
ready notified* Their intereft requires 
the debasement of Great Britain * 
if that can be effected without her 
taking an open part, fhe will hold , 
her prefent conduct ; but fhould the 
Ulfuccefr of her ally, the King of 
France, or extraordinary 4 affi fiance 
sgiven to England by the Ruffians, 
or any other power, demand a direct 
avowal of hex object, fhe will no 
longer hefitate in the part to be 
taken - Spain fees, at prefent* all 
her withes accomplishing. England, 
that lately acted offenfively againft 
the Houfe of Bourbon* is now acting 
defenftvely againft a new raifed 
power, and that not with the 
greateft fuccefs; fhould me meet 
with any, it will . make her ruin 
furer; the honour and intereft of. 
Spain will then make a change irt 
the prefent fyftem of the Court molt 
neceflary : it is known, the Miniftry 
of Great Britain depends much on 
its influence at Madrid, and manage- 
ment of the Spanifh Ambaflador at 
London; they, however, who re- 
member the conduct of the Spanifh . 
Minifter at the beginning of the lafl 
war, ought not to be deceived again. 
Had Spain entered early into the 
conteft, before the navy of France 
had been annihilated, it had been 
better for her ; but, whatever mif- 
chief her delay might have caufed, 
fhe found herfelf compelled by every 
tie of intereft, honour, and folemn 
compact, to avow herfelf openly 
againft England, of whofe infolence, 
in rejecting ' her offered mediation, 
ihe complained* 

Her intereft, and future conduct 
being thus obvious, can any credit 
be given to the afTertion of one of 
the Parliamentary Commiffioners, — 
that Spain had, of her own notion, 



fent a formal difavowal of the ctrn tftfft 
of France ? fuch a meafare would 
prove, that the Court of Spain was? 
much overawed, or under the in- 
fluence of the King of England,. 
thus voluntarily to enter into hi* 
views and interefts ; it fhewa an 
extraordinary charge of difpofition : 
this afTertion, perhaps, is as falfe, 
as the two others which the Com- 
mifConer has pledged himfelf to 
prove ; hi* own words in Parlia- 
ment fhew the falfity of one, and 
the evidence, when produced, of 
what pafled in May laft, will con- 
tradict the other. 

But, whatever may have been 
afferted by the Comnuffioners, to 
deceive the Americana with refpect 
to the conduct of Spain, it will only 
Ibew him the grofTeft political dupe, 
or deceiver, exifting. The Ame- 
ricans know the difpofition of Spain* 
towards them much better. They 
have reafbn to be, and are grateful 
to her. They know fhe has done 
much for them, and they truft fhe 
will do more. If fhe has told the 
Court of London, that fhe difavowed 
the conduct of the Court of France r 
it will be found the open avowal' 
of the caufe of America was the only 
thing to which fhe objected. She 
might have certain reafons for avoid- 
ing the taking an immediate part 
in the war which might follow front 
the open avowal of the Independency 
of America ; thofe reafons exift no>' 
longer ; and if Spain has not already 
openly declared her intentions, it- 
will not, if England perfifts in her 
fyftem, be long delayed. 



LETTER X. 

He that expects the States of 
Holland fhould ftrictly fulfil the 
afTurances given, muft be ignorant* 
of their general policy, and particular* 
intereft in the American queftion. 

Will the Dutch, who fcruple not 
to trade with their declared enemies, 
furnifhing them with powder and 
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ever 
trade with any power, in any 
fitaation ? can aflurahee* be afked, 
or given by any Free State, that if 
will not promote univerfal freedomy 
particularly when it* own ihterefh' 
are concerned I it is not to be ex- 
peeled from the Dutch ; they inuft 
lee with particular pletffure the" 
ftruggle for liberty, and the aft of 
navigation, which war made pur* 
pofely to inj ure them , virtually 
repealed. They cannot but efcult, 
when they, find the trade of the- 
Colonies now more free to* theinV 
than to their envious and monopo- 
lizing neighbours. 

The people of Holland tfre at 
this time irritated in an extraordinary 
manner. Having, fome lime ago, 
complained and remonflrated againft 
the Englifh depredations, they have 
been intuited in the eyt& of Europe 
in the aafwer given to their 
Memorial ; and, no redrefs being 
afforded them, the Merchants of 
Amfterdanv and other- great cities 
bave lately called od the Stadtholdcr 
to do his duty to his country, and 
refent its loffes and difhonour : in 
this application to him they mark 
their fenfe of the conduct of Great 
Britain when they fay, *« The Eng- 
** lifh have dared to fet up a pre- 
M tended right of convenience, 
** which, being entirely arbitrary, 
" renders every kind- of treaty 
•* ufelefs, and makes their fafety 
*• depend on the caprice of their 
•• neighbour," And, in the lan- 
guage of all Europe, they aflert, 

that " THIS IS THE MOMENT 

•* wherein they may fecure them- 
** felves from the present and 
** future tyrannies of England, 
** and wherein the profperity of 
■* their commerce may be con/bit- 
* l dated" In every part of this 
Memorial, which is a long one, we 
fee their fenfe of the conduct and 
miserable condition of the kingdom, 



from thenfe Judge kgtf? 
they will a&. i * , 

Ihfhort, if it frcerBjA that Aert 
is hdt a people on earth whb under* 
ftandtheir commercial interefts better,' 
who are more jealous of the maritime 
pttwer, and complain more loudly 
of -the infolence and' irijirfHce, c*F 
GreW Britain, than the t> fitch, it ji 
evident their friendflrip cabuot be^ 
depended on as- ^refourceV " 

France is not itfnbranVof Her fn*, 
tei^fts-, ri©r is me fearful of purfuing 
them in the mod open arid declare* 
rnahner. The thnTng^argumendP 
rh^de 1 ufe of to amuTeV and tireib" 
thrown out tty deter her from 
affording atfftance tb'thc AmexicaiB 1 
were in vain.* Pt was h£jf irttereft ttf 1 
ehter into; and 1 it js for ber bond&r 
t& compleat her engagements SReV 
knowtffull well, that if ate Americans' 
are again brougHt under tnedpmida*' 
ti6n of Great Britain",' {&£* ha* done 
too much to be forgiven by Mi' 
enraged enemy. * The 1 cbirimeiice- : 
ment, profecution, ! a'h'H event of.tKeV 
laft war cannot be forgotten^ 1 the 
power of the united emjfire was totf 
much for her ; but/ being brokeit! 
to pieces, fhe knows- irrnuft now be 1 
neceflarily weak, Francehas boldly 
put herfelf at the head of the union 1 
againft the power of this iiland, of 
which all Europe is jealous, and 
in the , defeat of which they will' 
triumph. 

On what friend then on Gr£at' 
Britian depend ? What refource baa 
fhe in any of the ftates of Europe ? 
Can the petty Princes of "German/ 
be confidered as frieftds, and allies f 
Tl>ey are toowickedtobe boaftetlof; 
and too mercenary to be relied on. 
The Court of Vienna may; perhaps, 
join the Family Compaft j and, taking; 
advantage of the American troubles, 
call to account its vaffal, the 
of for ingratitude to hi* 

liege Lord, wherewith he is charged. 
He that depends on Pruffia for/ 
any thing, muft be weak indeed; 

for 
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For the King of Great Britain to do 
it, after what has pafled between 
them, would be the height of 
ftupidity.— He has already interfered 
in the American war, and {hewn his 
difpofition where he had it in his 
power. He may have done more 
than is, at pre fen t, publicly known. 
It is, however, certain, that he wifhes 
not for peace, but will rejoice at 
every defeat which thofe may meet 
with, who infinuated they had con- 
quered and made peace for him, 

LETTER XI. 

But, Great Britain has friends. 
She has Portugal, who has (hewn a 
real attachment to her, has done 
more in her favour than any of her 
neighbours, has facrificed herfelf, 
having contrary to her interefts 
'actually forbid the Americans enter- 
ing her ports ; this has the appear- 
ance of a folid friendihip ; the 
imports of corn from, and the 
exports of wine and fruit to America, 
being the moft profitable and bene- 
fidal branches of her commerce. 
Unluckily, however, the caufe of* 
this fhew of friendfhip is too well 
known t6 deceive any one ; and, 
being known, is rather an evidence 
of diflrefs demanding fupport, than 
of a powerful alliance affording 
affiftance. 

Attacked by her formidable neigh- 
bour, becaufe of the embroiled fitu- 
ation of our affairs, there was, never- 
thelefs, no one to whom me could 
apply but Great Britain ; who 
availing herfelf of her diflrefs, which 
was, in a great meafure, brought on 
her by our connection, infilled on 
her taking this impolitic and inef- 
fectual ftep, without having the 
inclination or ability to give her 
any affiftance : in confequence of 
which, (he is now obliged to fubmit 
implicitly to Spain, and accede to 
the Family Compadl, with a thorough 
fcnfeof the ingratitude and weaknefs 
of Great Britain $ againft whom 

Vot, VII. 



her ports may be flint in Europey 
as they already are on the coait of 
the Brafils*. 

Ruffia, however, is furely willing, 
and capable of being a friend. Let 
thofe who pride themfelves in, and 
depend on that alliance, retolledl, 
ihe is likewife capable of being the 
mofl dangerous enemy. The policy 
adopted towards the Colonies, Por- 
tugal, and Ruffia, has a plain and 
direct tendency to the ruin of this 
country. The negleft of Portugal, 
andinjuftice done to America, will, 
one day or other, call for a public 
enquiry; but the injudicious favour 
fhewn to Ruffia will be produ&ive 
of its own puniihment, and that a 
national one. To fend the moft 
ikilful in maritime affairs to build, 
fit out, and navigate the Ruffian 
fleet ; to inftrudt them in all naval 
knowledge, lead them into the 
Mediterranean, and countenance 
them in their endeavours to eftablifti 
themfelves in a port there, is the 
higheft folly ; and may, eventually, 
produce the utmoft evil to this 
Jtingdom. Ruffia will" now moft 
certainly become a maritime power $ 
(he has the natural means, and only 
wanted the affiftance of England for 
attaining a formidable greatnefs at 
fea — the impolicy of fuch affiftance 
is obvious. No new power can 
arife in Europe, efpecially a maritime 
power, without affedling the old ones 
in a moft fenfible manner ; Great 
Britain mult be affected, as fuch, 
more than any one : fhe mull be 
affected, although Ruffia mould 
always continue in her alliance. 
She, who commanded the naval 
ftores of America to the utmoft of 
her wants, is now dependent on 
Ruffia for them ; the coft of which^ 
both from the increafed demand in 
the country itfelf, and the, extortion 
natural to a fingle market, is already 
enhanced beyond fupport. 

Should, however, the prefent 
cordiality between them be inter- 
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tupted; fhould a new revolution, 
and revolutions are quickly brought 
about in that country, produce^ a 
new intereft and fyftem of politics, 
the fleet of Great Britain muft perifti 
for want of naval ftores ; and mould 
H unlay iufuch a change of politics, 
acl again ft her in t conjunction with 
her prefent enemy, lfte will be in- 
vaded from the' north and fouth ; 
and fuch invafion will be irreftftible. 
* If dependence is placed on the 
flififtance, given by the unprincipled 
mercenaries of Germany, or her 
of Ruffia, for tfte means of putting 
ah end to the war, the. miftake in 
politics is great. It is the natural 
Jntereft of the other powers of 
Europe to emancipate and eftablifh 
the- Independency of America, and 
to weaken the power of England by 
the continuance of fuch a war as the 
prefent ; what, : however, is . the 
intereft of the declared enemies and 
rivals of Great Britain, Ihe herfelf 
has made the intereft of her fatal 
and pretended friends t — it' is the 
intereft of Ruffta, and of the 
German Princes, that the war fhould 
continue; England is rendered by 
it dependent on the one, who gains 
at the fame time an exorbitant 
ballance of trade, and lavifties her 
treafures on the other, for the gra- 
tification of their unbounded lufts. 

In fhort, that policy which quarrels 
with America, negle&s Portugal, 
depends on the mercenary Princes 
of Germany, and favours Ruffta, 
moft evidently depriving England of 
every real refource, and holding up 
thofe only which are moft fallacious 
and dangerous, ought to be exploded 
as equally Weak and wicked. 

LETTER XII. 
Should the European political re- 
fources be found ineffectual, Great 
Britain need not defpair, whilft 
there is a favage ready to embrue 
his hands in the blood, or a guinea 
in the Exchequer to Corrupt the 



integrity of America. This is not 
only the language and fentiments of 
fome, but it is the fyftem of the 
times ; fuch ideas and fuch practices, 
however, cannot but make us bluih, 
at the fame time that they make u» 
Jhudder with horror. 

When the moft regular ami befl 
appointed armies this country ever 
faw, had been baffled and defeated 
in their attempts, and the . opera- 
tions ' of an open war been found 
ineffectual to procure that peace 
which U become foneceffary to the 
kingdom, the Parliament determined 
to enter into a fair and candid 
^negotiation ; and for that purpofe, 
to (hew the purity and cordiality 
of its intentions, its Commifljoners 
Were fent from her own ' body ; not 
as.'fpies, or aa men corrupted or 
pra&ifed in corruption, to deceive 
and injure thofe to whom the olive 
branch was held out, but to fettle 
the differences, on the moft generous, 
free, <virtuojts f and lafling foundation.. 
The Commiflioners, thus intrufted, 
applied themfelves to the difcharge 
of their duty with feeming humility, 
candour, and good faith. One of 
them, in particular, fignalized hixn- 
felf in his proteftations for the honour 
and happinefs of America; talked 
much of his own integrity, and of 
banijhing all fubjeQs of difcontent 
and diltruft by great and honeft 
means. Alas t although the hour 
of infolence was pafled, that of deceit 
now began. This very gentleman has 
been charged with attempts to brib« 
and corrupt the Members of the 
Congrefs ; and, in confequence 
thereof, all intercourfe with him was 
difclaimed. 

At the fame time that recourfe 
was had to the arts, of corruption 
during a pretended candid nego- 
tiation for the attainment of a 
brotherly and Chriftian-like peace, 
the Indians were ftirred up to break 
in upon the defencelefs inhabitant* 
of the back eounuy ; the deftrudtion, 

of 



Digitized by 



Google 



I 

$f the aged, .of women, and 
children, were the avowed object of 
their warfare. The friends and 
allies of Great Britain came like 
thieves and aiTaflins of the night.— - 
At the moment of a folerqn nego- 
tiation, offered by the Parliament 
of Great Britain to the Congrefs of 
America, to eftablilli the former 
.cordiality according to the dictates 
of reafon, juflice, and humanity, — 
at that, very moment were thefe 
infernal wretches ftirred up to violate 
every principle derived from God 
and nature. 

If fuch is the fpirit, and fuch the 
refources of Great Britain, there 
can never be the leaft degree of 
friendship, union, confidence, or 
. connection, between the people of 
this iiland and thofe of the Con- 
tinent of America* 

Under this conviction, and fiate 
of political reprobation, the public 
councils and conduct are, in future, 
to be purfued. America is faid to 
be too much injured to forgive, or 
be forgiven. She that has withflood 
every attempt made on her, mult 
now be treated in an unheard-of 
manner. She that is not to be 
frightened, will not be corrupted, 
and cannot be forced into fuch an 
union with Great Britain as is 
expected, mutt now be harraiTed, 
laid waile, and annihilated ; not 
becaufe fhe is an enemy, and may 
not be made a friend in the way 
that friends are made, but becaufe 
Jhe will not be brought to a fub- 
ierviency to the will of the people of 
<Jreat Britain either by force or 
fraud. 

In* the purfuit of this mad and 
horrid project, the object pretendedly 
in view will be defeated ; the con- 
iidence and affection, of America 
will be entirely eradicated, and a 
clofer connection will be entered 
into with the, rivals and enemies of 
this devoted country. 

If the prefent vindictive language 



of is only held to ffighten the Ame* 

ricans into the meafures of the 
Miniitry, it is ltrange there is not 
yet a little more wifdom learnt ; 
will the Americans be frightened 
by the threats of a baffled enemy, 
after having defpifed his unchecked 
boaitings, and fullefl vigour ? Such, 
lhallow politics will but put then* 
on their guard ; will make them 
fupplicate the afMance of the 
Supreme Governor of the univerfe, 
—he whofe authority is founded on 
unqueflioned power, juflice, and 
goodnefs ; — will prepare them to 
meet the utmofl malice of the times 
with retorted mifchiefs, and bring 
fuch fignal ruin on the contriver* 
and abettors of this {yfem p as may 
in future be a tremendous leflon to 
mankind. 



For the Remembrancer, 
On the Propriety of extending the 
TvRade of Ireland and the Jd- 
*uahtag$s that will thereby accrue t$ 
the Manufacturers of Eng- 
land, and the State in general* 
7 he prefent queflion is, perhaps, 
one of the moft extenfive and impor- 
tant that ever came before theBritiflx 
Houfe of Commons, and yet feems 
to be very little attended to ; it is no 
lefs a queflion, than whether Great 
Britain will put thofe means which 
ihe has in her power into execution, 
to render herfelf more powerful than 
ever lhe has yet been, and more in- 
dependent than any nation ever was ; 
and r that by a well-connected flrength 
within her own dominions, without 
the afiiflance of any diftant colonies 
whatever, by only giving all pofiible 
encouragement to theinduitry of her 
own fubjects at home, and taking oiF 
all reflraints upon their exchange of 
commodities; and this is furely a 
piece of juflice that all fubjects are 
intitled to, independent of the ma- 
nifeit advantage it would be of to the 
ftate ; it is fuch a policy, as renders 
\try fmall ftates rich, ppwerful, and 
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happy, but would much more a habitants will be more attached to 
country of the extent of Great-Bri- its interefts, than with their affe&ions 
tain and Ireland. It is ftrange, that diffufed abroad as they are at prefent ; 



in a queftton, that appears io plain, 
the general prejudice of the nation 
fhould be on the other fide ; however, 
there is reafon to believe, that the o- 
pinions of men in general are much al- 
tered within thefe few years, and that 
an eflay of this kind will have a more 
liberal reception than could have been 
expected btfore our American dis- 
putes ; happy difputes for this coun- 
try, if it make the Minifters of the 
prefent hour attend to our domeftic 
advantages, and not look for defence 
and profperity at home to dominions 
en the other fide of the globe, we 
fliall, in a few years, have reafon to 
revere the memory of that man who 
firft gave rife to our difputes, when 
America is, feparated from us for ever. 
In order to underftand how ou r lofs of 
America may be amply made up to 
us, by a more liberal policy at home, 
let us recollect a point that has been 
very well treated by feveral modern 
writers, particularly by Smith, in his 
Wealth of Nations, viz, that the 
riches of a nation does not confift in 
gold and filver, but in the number 
of fubjeets ufefully employed, and 
the quantity of commodities exifting 
at any time within the kingdom, and 
produced daily ; this is one of the 
ideas upon which our coram erical 
laws have been made, and all our 
colonies founded, viz. to raife up a 
great number of people abroad, with 
iuch a variety of wants, as would 

five employment to a multitude at 
ome to fupply them : now, if the 
fame demand, or a much greater, can 
be procured at home, than ever we 
yet have been able to produce by all 
our fettlements abroad, it will fol- 
low, that we (hall be richer than 
ever, and infinitely more powerful; 
we (hall have a power that ought to 
be lefs expenfive to maintain, and 
councils lefs diffracted ; as our domi- 
nions will be lefs extenfive, the in* 



and onr force, which on occafion may 
be greater, will act with more erVecl, 
and let us firft fee what increafe of 
demand we may have frdm Great- 
Britain alone, independent of Ireland, 
and the value of a few inhabitants at 
home, for that purpofe, in compari- 
fon of a great number abroad ; it will 
be readily allowed, that the inhabi- 
tants of England, in general, are 
richer than the inhabitants of any 
other country, and much more fo 
than the people of America, and that 
the commodities any perfon makes 
ufe of, or requires, are in proportion 
to his fortune : if we fhould, for ex- 
ample, allow that the Englifh, in ge- 
neral, are twice, as rich as the Ame- 
ricans, it will follow, that one Eng- 
iifhman will confume twice the quan- 
tity of the manufactures, &c. . of 
England, that an American will; 
but the Engiifhman confumes no- 
thing but Englifh produce ; the A- 
merican, considering he confumes 
none of the provifions of this country, 
does not confume above one fourth 
what an Engiifhman does ; therefore, 
one Engiifhman is equal, in point of 
confumption, to four Americans; if; 
therefore, we can increafe our. people 
600,000 they will be a demand equal 
to all America, allowing they have 
two millions and an half of people* 
How are we to procure this additional 
number of people ? There is one way 
certain, befides others that are pro- 
bable, viz. by inclofing all the com- 
mons, dividing them into proper 
farms, and in four or d\€ years you 
will have moftof them in cultivation; 
premiums and bounties fh uld J>e 
akb employed for that purpofe. In- 
deed, it muft furprize every Granger 
to fee the quantity of uncultivated 
land in Great Britain, and hear how 
attentive Government have been to 
the improvement of countries at an 
immenie diftance, fimilar to our own ; 
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that every intelligent perfon in we will not buy any thing in return ; 

by which mifmanagement we ihall 



tnd 

Europe forefaw would one day prove 
a fevere plague to us, and become an 
empire or empires greater, and more 
magnificent, than the one they had 
feparated from. The commons and 
wafte lands in England have been 
ftated at not lefs than one fifth of the 
whole, about 1 ,000,000 acres ; it is faid 
by fome of the moft intelligent wri- 
ters on hufbandry, that it will require 
ten labourers to cultivate 300 acre* 
with any degree of propriety. If 
that is irue, it will require 36,666 
labourers to cultivate the commons, 
independent of their families, and 
them we may certainly allow to be 
more than double. But, if we allow 
for variety of deductions, that there 
is not fo much land uncultivated, 
that fome can never be cultivated, 
yet we will fcarcely reduce the num- 
ber increafed by the inclofure of 
commons alone below 600,000, which 
without any other fource of improve- 
ment would make up for the lofs of 
America. But there is another,, and 
a very extenfive one, our fifter king- 
dom. It is difficult, indeed, to ac- 
count for the policy of Great Britain 
in refpecl to her. It is juft fuch con- 
duel as if the parliament mould fay 
to the inhabitantsof Yorkfhire, Gen- 
tlemen, we love London and Mid- 
dlefex, becaufe we refide in it ; we 
hate you, becaufe you are three de- 
grees north of us ; you can cultivate 
your lands well, and fpare agreat deal 
of wheat, butter, &c. to fell in our 
market, to the prejudice of the Middle- 
sex farmer, who could get four or five 
times the price for his wheat, butter, 
Sec. if yOu did not interfere; you 
make a great deal of cloth, which 
prevents our manufacturers here from 
getting ten times the price they do 
at prefent ; we will therefore cut you 
off from our market, and from every 
one we can influence, in order to en- 
rich ourfelves by reducing you to beg- 
gary ; for we will oblige you to take 
#11 your necefTaries at our market, and 



we 

have a great ballance in our favour. 
This we will not allow you, to follow 
any kind of bufinefs, or have any 
means of acquiring that money, 
which, however, we expeft you will 
find to pay for our commodities* 

This is our fyftem of the ballance 
of trade, and we will hear no argu- 
ments againft it: there is, indeed* 
one manufacture you have, which it 
meeting, and which at prefent we 
cannot make ourfelves ; as we like to 
fleep agreeably, for our own fakes, 
though we do not care two-pence for 
you, we will allow you to continue 
that, till we can eftablifh a manu- 
facture of the fame fort in Middk- 
fex ; but you muft enter into an ir- 
revocable engagement, not to raife 
for yourfelves the common necefTaries 
of life, but rather go naked, and 
live on the pooreft vegetables, thaa 
interfere in the fmalleft degree witk 
Iflington, Brentford, or any of our 
moft paltry villages. In this manner 
does Great Britain treat the fine& 
province of her empire; parts of 
which, indeed the whole, is nearer 
her metropolis than the remote parts 
of her own kingdom ; a province too 
that could have no feparate intereft 
from her's, and that in her prefent 
reflrained fituation gives employment 
to more people in England than ever 
America and the Weft-Indies yet 
have done, which circumftance alone 
would prove how much more im- 
portant a few people at home are to 
a number at a diilance ; a province 
too that pays an army of 16,000 
men, that is no fmall nurfery of bold 
feamen ; fuch a province deferves a 
better treatment, were there not 
other motives that would call with an 
irrefiftible voice, if they were gene- 
rally underftood, give a great acceA 
fion of ftrength, and an immenfe 
market for the manufactures of Eng- 
land, and that permanent and fecUre* 

It will be allowed, in general, 

that 
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ftst all nations and individuals mull {kid to be To empieyed as to getmtro 

than the meaneft fubfiftence ; fo far 
from being able to lay out any thing 
©n the produce of England, they go 
half naked, and the few cloaths they 
wear, arc a coarfe manufacture made 
at home, and worfe than the drefs ef 
Indians. They are as ill lodged a* 
the hogs of England ; and as to fur- 
niture, it confiits of a few rufhes of 
heath for a bed, a horn fpoon, and 
an iron pot. What ufe fuch a people 
can be of in fuch a ftate, to the king- 
dom of Great Britain, or what policy 
can authorize any government to re- 
duce a cdnfiderable part of" its people 
to fo great wretchednefs, is, I ewn, 
beyond my power to conceive ; yet 
thefe very people are as well difpofed 
to induftry as any in the world, every 
little advantage they poflefs is won* 
derfully improved, and all to the 
prodigious profit of the people of this 
country. They have been rapidly 
improving their linen manufacture, 



fpend in fome proportion to their 
income: individuals, c* a Govern- 
ment, that have credit, may anticU 
pate their revenues, but that does 
not alter the pofition. Commerce is 
-nothing but the exchange of commo- 
dities; if a country has no mines, it 
can.only procure the produce of an- 
other country by what can be fpared 
of its natural produce, or by the 
commodities produced by the art of 
its inhabitants; it is impoffible for 
people to buy without fomething to 
give in exchange ; if we want an ex- 
Xenfive market for a new manufacture, 
we mould not look for it on the coait 
«f Labrador, among theEfquimaux; 
we mould more probably refort to 
the rich improved nations of the con- 
tinent Of Europe. Jf all the world 
but England were rude as the In- 
dians, where could our commerce 
txift ; a fingle manufacturing town 
could make toys enough to cover our 



people with the furs of the world ; and have as regularly laid out its 



it therefore follows, if we defire to 
procure the enjoyments of the earth, 
its conveniences and luxuries, with 
safe and fecurity, we muft not, with 
a felfifh, narrow fpirit, confine them 
to ourielves, but do to others as we 
wifh they fhould do to us, impart to 
them the produce of our art and in- 
duftry, and encourage them to do 
the iame in return ; if our neigh^ 
bonrs are idle and poor, we fhall 
want many of the enjoyments we 
ftould derive from their hands, and 
of courfe many of our own manu- 
factures, which are made up and im- 
proved by the demand from abroad ; 
jt is therefore clearly the intereft of 
pur manufacturers that their goods 
mould be fold at a market of the 
rich and not of the poor. 

To fuch a ftat.e has England reduc- 
ed Ireland by her reftricti;*ns on her 
induftry, that out of two millions 
£vc hundred thoufand inhabitants me 
contains, at fomething leis than five 
to a hojufe, not above one million arr 



produce on the manufactures of Eng- 
land ; fome years ago, the markets 
of England were opened for their 
bcef 9 and the confequence has been, 
they have taken one third more ma- 
nufactures than t they did before ; 
does it not then follow, give the re- 
maining 1,500,000 people the means 
of acquiring wealth, and what a 
prodigious field will you open for 
your manufactures, and what employ- 
ment for fhipping ; their inhabitants 
will increafe, and your trade will 
more than double in a fhort time ; 
and at pre lent it is the moft impor~ 
tant trade you have, both for num- 
bers of people employed, and for 
flapping. But let us fee what effects 
your reitraints on their trade has, or 
how it benefits England. The 
Englifh Parliament, with a view of 
ablorbing every profit themfelves (a 
moft vifionary idea) prevented the 
Iriih manufacturing their own, wool,, 
in order to buy their raw materials 
cheap, and fell the cloth to the fame 

people 
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people cfear, as if the 
create money out of nothing to pay 
them with ; and what is the confe- 
rence, they have injured materially 
thefale of their favourite manufacture,' 
and entirely loft the fale of a variety 
of other manufactures the Irifh could 
have paid for, by working up their 
own wool j that they have hurt in- 
stead of benefitting their own ma- 
nufacture is plain, from the French 
nnderfelling them at numbers of 
markets abroad, aim oft entirely by 
means of Irifh wool ; the fact is this, 
France produces a great deal of wool, 
but coarfe, and fhort; Ireland pro- 
duces a great deal of wool, both long 
and fine. The French wool will not 
work up into any kind of tolerable 
doth, without a mixture, it is faid, 
one third, either Irifh or Spanim* 
or Weft of England wool ; it is ft> 
neceflary to thejr manufacture, they 
will give any price for it, fo great 
even as jo induce our Welt of 
England farmers to fmuggle a con- 
siderable quantity to France, and of 
courfe nearly all the Irifii woolis fold 
there ; fo that infteadof Ireland work- 
ing up one pound of wool, which 
could ndt interfere with this king- 
dom, as all the produce would be 
(pent here for other manufactures, 
the French are enabled to bring 
three pounds of wool, manufactured 
into a cheap kind of cloth to market, 
tiiat whenever it comes, prevents our 
iale entirely; whereas the French, 
without the Irifh wool, could only 
make a very coarfe bad cloth, that 
never would interfere with us. Such 
are the common effects of regula- 
tions of trade, as they are called, 
within the fame dominions ; but 
if all fubjects were equally at li- 
berty to follow that kind of induftry 
inoft Anted to their Situation and ge- 
nius, and no reftraints on- the ex- 
change of - commodities, it would, 
like the circulation of the blood, 
give life and fpirit to the wholt 
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Irifh could body ; the prefent lyftem is zs if m 
man mould prevent the blood flow- 
ing into one part of his body, to 
render the reft the ftronger; it is 
really amazing, that fo enlightened 
a body ofmen-as the Enghih Par- 
liament mould, follow at this day 
fo narrow a fcheme of policy, or put 
the little fuppofed interest, for it is 
truly no more, of fome paltry village, 
in competition with the general good^ 
It was this policy, carried to a greater 
height, has ruined Spain, and render- 
ed it from being the fineft nation of 
Europe, the contempt of the world j 
from their preventing the tranfport- 
ing the produce of one province into 
the others, fometimes by heavy duties^ 
fometimes by abfolute prohibinons, 
conhfcations, and numerous footle 
reftraints ; in fome part* of -the king~ 
dom, they have. at. this day' no roads, 
and in the others, they fcarce de- 
ferve tj\c name. Their inns are net 
fo good as our pooreft alehoufesj 
but you meet poverty, ignorance, 
and defpondence every where ; may 
we not profit by their errors, and 
as far as we have followed their ab- 
ford conduct, rectify our own. 

But let us turn our eyes to Swim 
zerland and Flanders, and admire 
their laws! See countries of fmall 
extent, populous, rich, and powerful j 
from them we have received, an4 
may yet, many ufeful improvements ; 
we may learn, mra fpirited cul- 
tivation, and aa -internal commerce 
will much more than all the exter- 
nal trade in < the world, render a 
fmall territory full of people, in* 
dependent of other ftates, and ex- 
tremely happy. How much more a 
country of the extent of Great Bri- 
tain or Ireland ! Attend then t* 
the natural advantages of your own 
country, which are prodigious, and 
more than make up for the Iofs of 
two Americas, and this profperity 
will be permanent #nd fecure. 
Leave unhappy America to herfelf; 

V<Mt 
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yoft will Jtill find in her an encreafing 
market for your manufactures, till 
ftch time, which is far removed, fhe 
fliall be fo peopled, as not to look at 
a iftance to fupply her wants. 

For the Remembrancer. 

From the various ill rucceffes that 
lave attended this once refpeftable 
country, it behoves every man who 
retains the leaft regard for its politi- 
cal exigence, to fearch out the 
caufes from whence our misfortunes 
Lave arifen, and likewife to examine 
on what resources our, fafety depends. 
I had heard great complaints of mif- 
management in the naval depart- 
ment, which was aspofitively contra» 
dieted by thofe who had its direction*; 
I therefore have endeavoured to en- 
quire and find the following to be 
the refult : 

The Surveyor of the navy reports 
in 1776, 

Line of battle. 
That there were in ftrvfce and I 

guardflups — — j 

Fit for fervice - - 38. 

Building - - 14 

Rebuilding - - 9 

In want of repair - 58 

Total in 1766 139 

. The Surveyor reports in 177 1, 
Fit for fervice - - 81 

Building • *■■■ 14 

Repairing - * 12 

In want of repair 40 

Total in 1771 147 

I find that between 1771 and 
177c, 40 (ail of the line were fold as 
old tares, fuch old ftores being, I am 
informed, ptrquljhe ofoffic*. I found, 
on enquiry on the river, that ievetal 
of thofe mips were not out of a 
Jftate of repair, particularly the 
Africa ; which fhip, I am well in- 
formed, would for 3000I. have beea 
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made good as new. Several Spanift 
ihips might, for about the fame* 
money, have been repaired in the 
like manner. If I fay wrong, let Mr. 
1 ■ ' , contradict it who broke them 
up. I then concluded, with forty 
ihips lefs, the ordinary expence of 
the navy would have been confider- 
ably reduced ; but on examining 
the estimates as* laid before Parlia- 
ment, I found they were confiderably 
increafed. This I own ftirprifed me 
much, as I had heard it repeatedly 
boaited how well the navy was 
managed ; and I really began to 
have fome apprehenfions that there 
might be fome venality even in the 
naval deparment i but I was fet at 
my eafe again, by hearing it repeat- 
edly auerted, in an auguft aflembly, 
diat our fleet was never in fo fine a 
flate, and that it was much fuperior 
to that of France and Spain together. 
Our ill fuccefs, and the ill condition 
in which it was faid to have lately 
returned, led me again to enquire 
the truth. I found, inftead of in- 
creasing the number of our ihips 
fince I77r, they were leflened, not 
reckoning the forty fold before 1775, 
then I had recourse to the grants of 
Parliaments, and found that fince 
177 1 there had been granted for re- 

Ejairs, building, and rebuilding, no 
eh a fum than three millions. I 
could not help then remembering 
what I had feen advanced, that if we 
had burnt the whole of the fleet in 
the year I77i> more money has been 
granted than would have built it 
again all new, and finifhed half as 
many more mips into the bargain. J 
fee vaft fums charged feparately for 
ftores ; but as I have not had an 
opportunity yet to vifit the ftore- 
houfes in the different dock -yards, I 
hope I mail find our magazines jnoft 
plentifully flocked, 

Your*s, &c. 

4n Olp Sv&V£roR« 
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Whitehall* PehrXbry zt $ 17^9, 
£xtra& of a letter from VaLENTihE 
Morris, Efq. Governor of the 
Ilhmd of St. Fifteen*, to Lord 
GeOrgb Germain, dated St* 
Vincent if anuary \ and$, *779* 
My duty and' the times oblige me 
16 be very troublefome in my cor- 
refporidence, but as I hate great 
renfoll to believe Admiral Barring- 
ton is too clofely blocked up at St. 
Lucia to give your Lordfhip any 
information refpe&ing himfelf, J 
fufFer, notwithstanding the prefeht 
embargo, a veflef to fail from hence 
bound to Laricafter, in order to 
acquaint your Lordfhip, additional 
IP what my laft of December ±9* 
and the enclofed newfjiaper, which 
is pretty exaft, that, ori the 28th 1 ' 
inftant, Admiral Barrington was dill' 
fo clbfe blocked up at St. Lucia, 
that two different ve/Teis I have fent 
to give him intelligence, and to 
receive fuch, could not get to him. 
Oh the 29th another Velfel I had 
fent to Barbadoes, to leartf if 
Admiral Byron was arrived, when 
within fix leagues of land, as another 
Dutch veflel with Dutch papers were 
chaced by Cunningham, (who lately 
infefted the Britifli feas) quite to 
the ports of this ifland, the lJutch 
VefTel havirief been' brought tb and 
long detained by Cunningham. T*he 
Captain and a paflenger learnt from 
trie crew that Byrtm was not yet 
arrived, although eight of his veffels 
only were by the French expecled 
hourly; and Cunningham was with 
others cruizing there, to carry the 
news to D'Eftaing: when he mould 
arrive: 

I have another fwift- failing 
fchooner, which I fent' with letters 
from Admiral Barrington to Barba- 
does, and which he entreated me^ 
if jxotiible, to set conveyed thither. 
I have direclea the Captain of he* 
to proceed to the Admiral, if pof* 
fible, after going to Barbadoes, I 
wifh he may beable ~X6 effect it. 
V01.. VIL 



January 3. tfbtWng could have 
happened more opportunely fo* the 
immediate fatety of this iflaffd* than 
the happy rtews the inclofed con- 
tains, of which I beg leave* to Con- 
gratulate your Lordfhip^ It came 
by a perfon whom : I had fent to 
the Admiral. A French frigate 
arrived from Bofton to Martrnico; 
which occafioned the French fleet 
and troops quitting St. Lucia. 

E&r-aa frdm the St. Vinetni Gazette 
f Saturday, December tg, 1778, 
referred to in the dhovt letter* 
Kingfton, December vg, 1778. 
On Thurfday the 10th inftant 
arrived at Barbadoes from New- 
York a confiderable body of very 
mid troops, cdmjharided by Major- 
general James Grant 1 , under convoy 
of the following veflel*, viz. the 
Prefton of 50 guns, Commodore 
Hotham, Su Albari's of 64, Captain- 
Onflow, Monmouth of 64, Captain 
Griffith, Ifis of 50, Captain Raynery 
Centurion of 50, Captain Braith- 
waite, the Carcafs bomb, fome fri- 
gates, &c. and oh- the Saturday 
following they failed, (joined by 
Admiral Barrington and his fleet); 
on an expedition againft St. Lucia, 
where they arrived the next day, and 
landed the troops without opposition, 
at l*Ance Chec, a little to windward 
of the Carenage. 

On the evening of the 13th the 
Pearl frigate, Captain Lindfay, ar- 
rived at Barbadoes from Rhode 
Ifland, She was difpatched by 
Admiral Byron the 17th of Novem- 
ber, to apprize Admiral Barrington; 
that D'Eflaing, with fifteen fhips, 
failed from Bofton the 3d of Novem- 
ber^ as was fuppofed for thefe feas; 
The Pearl arrived at Antigua the 
4th of December, ami not finding 
Admiral Barrington there, proceeded 
immediately for Barbadoes. About 
feven leagues to windward of Antigua 
fhe fell in with a Dutchman, who 
had been boarctattht night before, 
H h eighteen 
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eighteen leagues to windward of 
Defeada, by one of feven French 
men of war from Bofton. Captain 
Lindfay, to be certain of the fact, 
fent for the Captain and his log- 
book, in which he found the cir- 
cumftances clearly related. The 
French fhips were cruizing, and 
when they fpoke the Dutchman was 
Handing to the northward, buf af- 
terwards put about, and flood to 
the fouthward. It is prefumed the 
reft of D'Eftaing's f4uadion were 
cruizing to windward of Barbadoes, 
at fome vcfiels were feen from thence 
the day the fleet failed, which cau&d 
an alarm to be fired there. ^ Byron's 
fquadron, it feems r wa* driven from 
the mouth of Bofton harbour, in a 
gale of wind, the jft of November, 
and . went to Rhode Jfiand, from 
whence he was to fail m two or three 
days after Captain Lindfay; fo that, 
in all probability, ere this he m 
arrived at Barbadoes, which is the 
place of rendezvous. Immediately 
after the arrival of the Pearl, who 
was much difabled, the Boreas failed 
with Captain Lindfay's difpatches to 
the Admiral. The Boreas went 
away with the fleet, but fprung 
her fore-top mail, which obliged her 
to .put back. 

. On Tuefday morning laft, Ad- 
miral Barrington was attacked at St. 
Lucia by a part of D'Eftaing's fleet, 
who .had with them a number of 
privateers and fmall veflels, with 
troops to the number it is faid of 
5000. This fleet was intended for 
the reduction of this ifland and 
Grenada, wbither they were pro- 
ceeding, when they obferved our 
attack on St. Lucia. Notwithftand- 
ing ; Admiral Barrington's inferiority 
in point of fhips, he beat the French- 
men off twice that day, and has 
hitherto fuccefsfully withftood with 
very little lofs all their attempts. 

On Friday they had collected 14 
of their capital fhips, and were in 
fight. General Grant is in poflef- 



fion of the Carenage, and of the 
heights about it. Admiral Barring* 
ton with the fleet lies at the Grand 
Cul de Sac. Several very capital 
batteries are erected on more, one 
in particular of 12 of the Boyne r s fee 
lower deck guns, which are 32 
pounders. Thefe batteries are of 
eflential fervice to our fhips in re- 
pelling the enemy, and will, with the 
bleiling of God, keep them employ- 
ed until the arrival of Admiral 
Byron. 

Captain Merry, of the Govern- 
nient brig of Grenada, who patted 
bv here this afternoon, left Admiral 
Barrington late the preceeding even- 
ing. He informs us, that the French 
had landed their troops to the amount 
of 5000, who had an engagement 
with General Grant, in which they 
loft 800, and our lofs was only 70. 
He further fays, that they wanted 
much to re-embark their troops, but 
had not been able to accomplifh it. 
A tranfptfrt, with four foldiers on 
board, and a number of foldiers 
wives, had fallen into the hands of 
the enemy ; and the Ceres floop of 
war was chaced off the coaft. 
ExtraQ from the St* Vincent Gazette 
of Saturday the 26th of December, 
*77%* refer red to in the above 
letter. Kingj!$n, December z6, 
1778. 

Since our laft two vefTels have 
arrived from St. Lucia, the laft of 
which left Admiral Barrington on, 
Tuefday evening. They brought 
no news of any confequence, nothing 
having happened fince the 18th in- 
ftant, on which day the attack on 
ihbre (mentioned in our laft) was 
made by the French on our entrench- 
ments. They marched up in three 
columns, the right led by the Count 
D'Eftajng, and the left by the 
Marquis de Bouille ; and were fuf- 
fered to advance without oppofltioa 
fo near, that our front line only 
fired once, and received them with 
their bayonets. Seventy of the French 

were. 
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were killed in our entrenchments, of 
and their whole lofs, in killed, 
wounded, and prisoners, is estimated 
at about i,6oo. On our fide we 
had 60 killed, and 100 wounded; 
among the latter Brigadier-general 
Meadows, who received a ball in the 
flefh of one of his arms. 

Admiral Barrington remains at the 
Grand Cul de Sac with his fleet, 
and is defended by two very ftrong 
batteries. The French fleet is like- 
wife at an anchor about a league 
from him, andconfifts of eleven fail 
of the line, and three fifties, befides 
a number of frigates, &c. 

The Ceres floop of war was taken 
by fix French frigates, with whom 
fhe fell in with in a heavy fquall. 

An American Ihipfrom Pifcataqua, 
mounting 18 guns, and a number of 
men, miitook our fleet for the French, 
and was taken. She had taken two 
prizes, a Hoop and a fchooner. 
Copy of a letter from Rear Admiral 
Barrington to Governor Mor- 
ris, dated Prince of Wales, in the 
Grand Cul de Sac, in the IJland 
of St. Lucia, January 2, 1779. 

Sir, 
I have the favour of your Excel- 
lency's letter of the 31ft paft by Mr. 
Collins, and have the fatisfaftion to 
acquaint .you that Count D'Ertaing 
moved off, with his whole force, the 
29th, toward Martinique, leaving 
us in quiet poffeflion of the Ifland, 
which capitulated whilft his fleet was 
in light* 

. I wifh your Excellency would be 
fo good as to encourage the mercan- 
tile people under your Government 
to fend fupplies of provifions hither, 
or 'every kind, as they are much 
wanted for the army, and'will there- 
fore meet with a good market* 
I am, &c. 

Sam. Ba^rincton. 
His Excellency Governor Morris, 
St. Vincent, 
Whitehall* February 23, 1 779. 
This morning Colonel innts, oae 
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Sir Henry Clinton's Aid du 
Camps, who had arrived at Fal- 
mouth in the Lord Hyde packet 
from Georgia, came to town with 
difpafches from Lieutenant-Colonel 
Campbell of the 71ft regiment, 
and Major-general Prevoft, to Lord 
George Germain, one of his Ma- 
jefty's principal Secretaries of State, 
of which the following are copy and 
extraft : 

Copy of a letter frmn Lieutenant -colo- 
nel Campbell to Lord Gborok 
Germain, dated Savannah, Ja- 
nuary 16, 1779. 

My Lord, 
In confequence of Sir Henry 
Clinton's orders to proceed to Geor- 
gia, with his Majefty's 71ft regiment 
of foot, two battalions of Heifians, 
four battalions of Provincials, and 
a detachment of the Royal Artillery, 
I have the honour to acquaint your 
Lordfhip of our having uiled from 
the Hook on the 27th of November, 
1778, efcorted by a fquadron of his 
Majefty's mips of war, under the 
command o*f Commodore Parker ; 
and of the arrival of the whole fleet 
off the Ifland of Tybee on the 23d 
of December thereafter, two hone 
iloops excepted. 

On the 24th the Commodore, 
with the greatest part of the trans- 
ports, got over the bar, and an- 
chored in the Savannah river, with- 
in the light-houfe of Tybee ;* on the 
27th the reft of the fleet joined him. 

During the time occupied in bring- 
ing the laft divifion of the fleet over 
the barrl formed from the Provincial 
battalions two corps of light infantry ; 
the one to be attached to Sir James 
Baird's light company of the 7 ill 
Highlanders, the. other to Captaia 
Cameron's company of the fame 
regiment. 

Having no intelligence that could 
be depended upon with refpeft to 
the military force of Georgia, or 
the difpofition formed for its de- 
fence, Sir James Baird'a Highland 
H hz company 
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company of light infantry, in two 
flat boats, with Lieutenant Clark .of 
the navy, was difpatched in the 



and i ft battalion ©£ the 71ft, under 
the command of- Lieutenant-colonel 
Maitland, were landed at break of 



njght of the 25th, to feize any of day on the river dam, in front of 
the inhabitants they might find op. Gerridoe's plantation, from wherjce 



t^e Banks of Wilmington C«ek. 
Two men were procured by this 
means, by whom we learnt the mod 
fatisJa&ory intelligence concerning 
the ftate of mauers at Savannah, 
and which fettled the Commodore 
and I in the resolution of landing the 
troops the next evening, at the plan- 
tation of e*e Qerridoe, an impor- 
tant poft, twelve miles farther up 



a narrow caufeway .of 600 yards in 
length, with a djxch on each fide, 
led through a rice fwamp directly 
for .Gerridoe's houfe, which Hood 
upon a bluff of 30 feet in height, 
above the level of the riceTwamps. 

The light infantry under Captain 
Camerpn, having firft reached the 
ihore, were formed and led brifltly 
forward tc the Bluff, where a body 



the river than the light-houfe of of 50 rebels were pofted ;' and from 



Tybee, and two miles fhort, in a 
direct line, from the town of Savan- 
nah, although the diftance was not 
lefs than three along the read. This 
poft was t|ie firft practicable landing 
place on the §avannah River, the 
whole country between it and Tybee 
being a continued trad of deep marfh, 
interred by the Creek of St, Au- 
guftine and Tybee, of confiderable 
extent, and other cuts of water 
jmpaflable for troops at any time of 
$he tide. 

The Vigilant man of war, with 
the Comet galley, the Keppel armed 
brig, and the Greenwich armed 
floop, followed by the tranfports in 
three divisions, in the order eftablifh- 
td £qx a defcent, proceeded up the 
river with the tide at noon ; about 
four o'clock in the evening the 
Vigilant opened the Reach to Ger- 
jidoe's plantation, and was can- 
nonaded by two rebel galleys who 
retired before any of the,ir bullets 
reached her ; a fingle jhot from $hp 
Vigilant quickened their retreat. 

The tide and evening being too 
far fpent, and. many of the tranfports 
paving grounded at the diftance of 
five or fix miles below Gerridoe's 
plantation^ the defcent was indif- 
penfibly delayed till next morning. 
The firft criyifion of the troops, con- 
Ming of all the light infantry of the 
?urjny, the New-Yojk volunteers, 



whom they received a fmart £re of 
mufjuetry ; but the Highlanders* 
rufhing on with their ufual impe# 
tuoiity, gave them no time to repeat 
it : they drove them infancy to the. 
woods, and happily fecured a land- 
ing for the reftofthe.army, Captain* 
Cameron, a fpirited and molt valu* 
able oftcer, with two Highlanders, 
were killed on this occafion, and five 
Highlanders wounded. 

Upon recpnnoitering the environs 
of Geridoe's plantation, ,1 difcovered 
the rebel army under Major-general 
Robert Howe, drawn up about half 
a mile Eaft of the town of Savannah, 
with feveral pieces of cannon in their 
front. The ift divifion of troops, 
together with one company of the 
zd battalion of the 71ft, the jft 
battalion of Delancy's, the Wellr 
worth, and part of the Wiflenbach 
regiment of Heffians, being landed* 
I thought it expedient, having the 
day before me, to go in quell of the 
enemy, rather than give, them an 
opportunity of retiring unmolefted. 

A company of the id battalion pf 
the 7 lit, together with the lffc bat* 
talion of Delancy's, were accordingly 
left to cover the landing-place, and 
the troops marched in the following 
order for the town of Sayannah : 

The light infantry, throwing off 

their packs, formed the advance, the 

; JiewOTork volunteers followed to 

fupport 
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foppart the light infantry, the ift 
battalion of the 71ft, with two fix 
pounders, followed the New-York 
volunteers, and the Wellworth bat- 
talion of Heffians, with two three* 
pounders, followed the 71ft, part of 
Wiffenbach battalion of Heflians 
dofed the rear. On the troops 
taring entered the great road leading 
to the town of Savannah, the divi- 
fion of Wiflenbach regiment was 
polled on the crofs roads to fecure 
the rear of the army ; a thick im- 
penetrable wooded fwamp covered 
the left of the Tine of march ; and 
the light infantry, with the flankers 
of each corps, effectually fcoured the 
cultivated plantations on the right. 

The troops reached the opeit 
country near Tatnal's plantation 
before three o*clock in the evening ; 
and halted in the great road about 
200 paces fbort of the gate leading 
to Governor Wright's plantation, 
the light infantry excepted, who 
were ordered to form immediately 
upon our right of the road, %Iong the 
rails leading to Governor Wright's 
plantation. 

The enemy were drawn up acrofs 
the road at the dtftanoe of 800 yards 
from this gateway ; one half, con* 
filling of Thompfon's and Eugee's 
regiments of Carolina troops, were 
formed under Colonel Eugee, with 
their left oblique to the great road 
leading to Savannah, their right to 
a wooded fwamp, covered by the 
houfes of Tatnal's plantation, in 
which they had placed fome rifle* 
men ; the other half of their regular 
troops, confifting of part of the ift, 
zd, 3d, and 4th battalions of the 
Georgia brigade, was formed under 
Colonel Elbert, with their right to 
the road, and their left to the rice 
fwamps of Governor Wright's plan- 
tation ; with the Fort of Savannah 
JtfuJF behind their left wing, in the 
ftile of fecond flank; the town of 
Savannah, round which they had the 
remains of aa old line of iatreach- 



ment, covered their #ear. One piece 
of cannon was planted on the right 
of their line, one upon their left, and 
two pieces occupied the traverie, 
acrofs the great road, in the center 
of their line. About 100 paces in 
front of this traverfe, at a critical 
fpot between two fwamp*, a trench 
,was cut acrofc the joad, and about 
100 yards in front of this trench, a 
marfhy rivulet run almoft parallel the 
whole extent of their front; the 
bridge of which was burned down to 
interrupt the paffage, and retard our 
progrefs. 

I could difcover from the move- 
ments of the enemy, that they wi/hed 
and expeeled an attack upon their 
left, and I was defirous of cheriihiirg 
that opinion. 

Having accidentally Allen in with 
a negro, who knew Y private path 
through the wooded fwamp, upon 
the enemy's right, I ordered the ill 
battalion of the 7 iff to form on our 
right of the road, and move up to 
the rear of the light infantry, whilft ' 
I drew off that corps to the right, 
as if I meant to extend my front to 
that quarter, where a happy fall of 
ground favoured the concealment of 
this manceuvre, and increafed the 
jealoufy of the enemy with regard to 
their left. Sir James Baird had 
directions to convey the light in- 
fantry, in this hollow ground, quite 
to the rear, and penetrate the wooded 
fwamp upon our left, with a view to 
get round by the new barracks into 
the rear of the enemy's right flank* 
The New York volunteers, under 
Col. Tumbull, were ordered to fup- 
port him. 

During the courfe of this move* 
jnent our artillery were formed in a 
field on our left of the road, concealed 
from the enemy by a fwell of ground 
in front, to which I meant to run 
them up for a&on, when the ftgnal 
was made to engage; and from 
whence I could either bear advan- 
tageoufly tipon the right of the rebel 

line^ 
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fine, as it wts then formed, or can- 
nonade any body of treops in flank 
which they might detach into the' 
wood to retard the progrefs of the 
fight infantry. 

The regiment of Wellworth was 
formed upon the left of the artillery, 
and the enemy continued to amufe 
themfelves with their cannon, with- 
out any morn upon our parr> till it 
was vifible that Sir James Baird and 
the light infantry had fairly got round 
Upon their rear. On this occafion I 
commanded the line to move briflcly 
forward. The well-dircfted artillery 
of the line, the rapid advance of the 
71ft regiment, and the forward coun- 
tenance of the Heflian regiment of 
Wellworth, inftantly difperfed the 
enemy. 

A body of the militia of Georgia 
ported at the new barracks, with 
fome pieces of cannon, to cover the 
road from Great Ogeeche, were at 
this juncture rftuted, with the lofs of 
their artillery, by the light infantry 
under Sir James Baird, when the 
Scattered troops of the Carolina and 
Georgia brigades run acrofs the plain 
in his front. This officer, with his 
nfual gallantry, darned the light in- 
fantry on their flanks, and terminated 
the fate of the day with brilliant fuc- 
<efs. 

Thirty, eight officers of different 
tiiftinftions, and 41^ non-commif- 
ironed officers and privates, 1 ftand 
ef colours, 48 pieces of cannon, 23 
mortars, 94 barrels of powder, the 
fort with all its (lores agreeable to 
the inclofed return, and in fhort the 
capital of Georgia, the (hipping in 
the harbour, with a large quantity of 
provifions, fell into our poifeffion be- 
fore it was dark, without any other 
lofs on our fide than that of Capt. 
Teter Campbell, a gallant officer of 
Skinners light infantry, and two 
privates, killed ; 1 Serjeant and nine 
privates, wounded ; 83 of the enemy 
were found dead on the common, 
and 11 wounded. By the *ccoum* 



received from their prifoners, 30 loft 
their, lives in the fwamp, endeavour- 
ing to make their efcape. 

I have the pleafure to inform your 
Lordftup, that though the rebels re- 
treated through the town of Savannah, 
and many inhabitants were in the 
Greets, none fuftered in the purfuit* 
but fuch as had arms in their hands, 
and were in aftual refinance. 

Every poflible care was taken of the 
houfcs in the town, and the whole 
was fecured again ft: being fet on fire 
by the enemy, who, as' I w«as in- 
formed, had it once in ferious con- 
templation : the rebels had however 
removed moil of their effects out of 
town ;• and except what their negroes 
might have praftifed during the courfe 
of the night, little or no depredation 
took place, and that even lefs than 
had ever happened to a town under 
circumftances of a fimilar nature. 

Without a fingle horfe to drag our 
artillery, or waggon to carry forward 
a fufficient quantity of proviiions, 
your Lordfhip may well conceive our 
difficulties in proceeding «p the coun- 
try as foon as could bs wiihed ; how- 
ever, by the indefatigable exertions 
of Major Frafer, our acting Deputy 
Quarter - matter - general, the zeal 
and forward difpofirions of the whole 
of the officers of the army for conti- 
nuing the purfuit, I was not only 
enabled to march to' Cherokee Hill 
on the evening of the ift of January, 
but alfo to take poffeffion of the town 
of Ebenezer on the zd, after fecuring 
all the intermediate pofts 'between 
Savannah and it. 

Twenty horfes for dragoons, toge- 
ther with feveral hundred head of 
cattle, were collected on the march ; 
and on the 3d of January the laft 
Scattered remains of General Howe's 
army retreated acrofs at the Two 
Sifters. 

After eftabliftiing port at this ferry, 
I proceeded with the light infantry 
and cavalry to Mouns Pleafant ; and 
thefc corps have Usee been constantly 

on 
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on the move, even 50 miles above 
the town of Savannah, without . a 
tingle rebel to oppofe them. 

Many refpe&able inhabitants joined 
the army on this 'occafton, with their 
rifles and horfes, who are formed in- 
to a corps of rifle dragoons, for the 
purpofe of patroling the country be- 
tween our advanced polls, and for 
afcertaining the earlieft intelligence 
of the enemy's movements. A body 
of militia were alfo formed at Ebe- 
nezer, to patrole in the fame manner 
to the right* and left of that quarter, 
by which the country is effe&ually 
feenred from depredations. 

Having cleared this province of 
the rebel army, except two hundred 
men left in garrifon at Sunbury tort, 
a . number too infigniheant to merit 
an early attention, and who, from a 
rapid movement of the Britifh troops 
along the banks of the Savannah 
river, mull have their communica- 
tion with South Carolina cut off, and* 
of courfe fall at discretion, Commo- 
dore Parker and I thought this period 
the beft to iffue the inclofed procla- 
mation and. oath to the inhabitants at 
large, founded^ on the inftrucYions I 
received from his, Majefly's Com- 
miffioners at New York ; and this 
we did. from a perfuafion, that it 
would have the moft falutary eflfefts 
npon the inhabitants, after beating 
the united force . of Carolina and 
Georgia out of their country* 

The immediate confequences jus- 
tified this perfuation ; and I have 
now the honour to acquaint your 
Lordfhip, that the inhabitants from 
all parts of the province flock with 
their arms to the ilandard, and cor- 
dially embrace the terms which have 
been offered. 

To eftablilh the public fecurity, 
and check every attempt to diilurb 
the peace of individuals, I iflued 
another proclamation, fetting forth 
a reward of ten guineas for every 
committee and affembly man taken 
within the ljmitsof Georgia; and 



) 

two guineas, for every lurking vil- 
lain, who might be fent from Caro- 
lina to molefl the inhabitant. A late 
fruitlefs attempt of a rebel party, fent 
a,crofs the Savannah to plunder the 
plantations on this fide of the water, 
has infpired our rifle dragoons with 
double alacrity, and has pointed out 
the propriety and happy confequences 
resulting from jheir being ready to 
oppofe every banditti of this nature. 
Capt. Stanhope of the navy, who 
commanded the flat boats of the fleet, . 
and to whofe exertion* we are much 
indebted, went with Lieut, Clarke, 
and a number of armed boats of the 
fleet, and boarded an armed brig, 
two floops and a fchooner, who in- 
terrupted the paffage to Abercorn, 
by which means the navigation of the 
river to that poll was happily opened* 
The Comet galley, and armed (loop' 
Greenwich, are now Rationed 10 co- 
ver the mouth of Ebenezer Creek ^ 
the two rebel galleys, who were for- 
merly there, have retired taPurifl>urg„ 
Having, in the fpace often days, 
fettled the frontiers of Georgia in a 
flate of tranquillity, and having form- 
ed fuch a difpoution of the army as 
I thought moft expedient fqr Glutting* 
up all the avenues leading frox? South 
Carolina, I turned my thoughts to 
Sunbury, and viuted the town of. 
Savannah on the. 10th inflant, where 
Commodore Parker with Colonel In- 
nis, who was left Commandant of 
the town of Savannah, had with un- 
common abilities, unremitting zeal, 
and attention, regulated fully to my 
fatisfadlion every public tranfa&ion, 
in the lower diftrict of that province. 
A letter fr«m General Prevoft that 
evening, flopped ray intended excur- 
sion to Sunbury, by the agreeable 
intelligence of his arrival from the 
South/ and of his having taken the 
fort after a fhortreiiftance. The par- 
ticulars of which your Lordfhip will 
{earn from himfelf, as I expee\ him> 
hourly in town, and have detained 
the packet for that purpofe. 

AH 
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' All the rebel cattle, within reach to Sir Henry Clinton, who will have 

of our pofb, have been ordered for the honour td deliver the prefent dlf- 

flaughter, and to be faked up for the patch to your Lordfhip, I beg leave 

life of the navy and army. We have to refer you for further particulars 

alfo given fuch encouragement to the regarding the operations pf the army 

farmers to bring in trleir bullocks, under my command. The fpirited 



hogs, ftieep, poultry, &c. as cannot 
fail of eftablilhing good and reafon- 
able markets at each of our polls. 

I am now preparing to march with 
all the light troops, and a battalion 
of the 71ft, to Augufla, with a view 
to fecure that important port, and 
give every poflible encouragement, 
protection and aid to his Majefty's 
loyal fubjedts in the back countries of 
both the Carolinas. In the courfe of 
a month from the time of my fetting' 
out, I hope to have it in my power 
to give your Lordfhip fome favour- 
able accounts from that quarter, 

I have already taken the mofl 
eflential fteps towards rendering that 
expedition lefs hazardous than might 
©therwife appear, from the difficulties 
of marching through a country fb 
little cultivated, and fo thinly inha- 
bited, 

Jf I am fortunate enough to fuc- 
ceed, and that a favourable opening 
fhould offer, your Lordfhip may reit' 
perfuaded, as it is the fupreme ob- 
jfeft of my wifhes, nothing- fhall be 
wanting on my part to promote the 
honour and fuccefs of his Majefty's 
arms. 

* I cannot clofe this difpatch to your 
Lordfhip, without expreflihg, with' 
every fentiment of regard, how much 
Lconftder myfelf indebted to the ad- 
vice and forward aid of Commodore 
Parker, in every operation where the 
afliftance of the navy was neceflary ; 
and } mould render the higheft in- 
juftice to the fleet and army, didT 
not acquaint your Lordfhip, how 
much the King's fervice has been 
promoted by the cordial exertions of 
both. If ajealoufy fubfifled between 
them, it was only in the mofl flrenu- 
oirs efforts to promote the fervice of 
their King and country. 

• To Colonel Innis, Aid de Camp 



exertions of this officer has done him, 
peculiar honour ; his zeal and merits 
entitle him to the higheft confidence. 

I have the honour to be, &c 
Arch, Campbell, Lt, Col. 7-iftreg. 

Return of iron and Irafs ordnance 
and ft ores t belonging to the rebeh, 
taken at Savannah f in G$Qrria> 
by order of Lieutenant -colonel 
Archibald Campbell, com- 
manding a detachment of the royal 
army y January 8, 1 770. 
Corn'd powderl 66 whole barrel* 
in the magazine ; 18 ditto, 8 half 
ditto, 24 ditto, from: the country- 
'' Iron ordnance. 2. eighteen pound- 
ers, 2 twelve ditto, z nine ditto, 4, 
fix ditto, 1 4. four ditto, 5 three ditto* 
4 two ditto, 3 one ditto, 6 mor* 
tars, 4 inches 2>5ths, unserviceable* 
(French). 

Brafs ordnance (French). 6 fouj 
pounders, mounted on travelling car- 
riages, 2 ditto unferviceable, 1 three 
pounder, name not known, 3 mor- 
tars, 4 inches 2-cths. 

1 2 mortars, 4 inches 2-5^,2 ditto 
unferviceable. 

7 eighteen pounder handfpike com-> 
moB, 2 twelve pounder ladles with 
ftaves, 3 wadhooks, 5 four pounder 
ladles, 7. ditto fponges, 4 ditto wad- 
hooks. 

Shot. Hound loofe : 48 eighteen 
pounders, 48 twelve pounders, \j 
nine pounders, 84fixpoundeis,.i34& 
four pounders, 104 cafe, 78 bag, 
32 cartridges flannel filled, for four 
pounders. 

200 fhells. empty, 4 inches 2-5 tht 9 
10 fpare wheels, 1 covered wajjgpn, 
4 broken carriages, 4 galloper ditto 
without wheels. 13 pair cheeks for 
travelling carriages. 9 tons lead pie? 
tail.' 3 blackfrniths anvits, 2 pair 
ditto forge bellows. 

Muf- 
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Ifufqoets, 59 with bayonets fer- 
viceable, 78 ditto without, 500 re- 
pairable and unferviceable. 

180 fmall arms of forts, received 
from the inhabitants and country 
people* 

Flints, 2 quarter cafks mufquets, 
I whole barrel ditto, 1 half ditto 
carbine. 

Nails, 1 2 cafes fpikes, 8 ditto of 
forts, half acaik of clores. 
Arch. Campbell, Lieutenant-co- 
lonel 71ft regiment. 
R. Wilson, Lieut. Commanding to 
the artillery. 

Return of killed, wounded, and mif- 
fing, of tbe deiaebment of bis Ma- 
jejty's forces muter the command of 
Lieutenant-colonel Archi bald 
Campbell, in the a&hn of the 
z^tb of December, 1778* 
Light infantry, ift battalion 71ft 
regiment, 1 Captain, 4 rank and file, 
killed ; 1 drummer, 7 rank and file, 
wounded. 

Ditto, 2d ditto, 3 rank and file, 
wounded. 

Ditto, New York Volunteers, 2 
rank and file, wounded. 

Ditto, ill and 2d battalion De* 
lancy, 1 fubaltern, 1 rank and file, 
wounded. 

Ditto, 3d battalion Skinner's, 1 
Captain, 1 rank and file, killed , 2 
rank and file, wounded. 

Heffian regiment of Welwarth, z 
rank and file, wounded. 

Total of the detachment, 2 Cap- 
tains, 5 rank and file, killed ; 1 fub- 
altern, 1 drummer, 17 rank and 
file, wounded. 

Names and rani of officers killed and 
wounded* 
Captain Charles Cameron, ift bat- 
talion, 71ft regiment, and Captain 
Campbell, 3d battalion Skinner's, 
killed. 

Lieutenant French, Delancy's, 
wounded. 

Arch* Campbell, 
Lu Col. 71ft reg, 
VouVtf 



Return of prifoners of war taken in 

aBion, tbe igtb of December, 1778, 
by bis $&ajefty y s forces, under tbe 
command of Lieutenant - colonel 
Archibald Campbell, of tbe 

Firft battalion Georgia, 1 Major, 
P Captains, 1 Lieutenant, 3 Ser- 
jeants, 1 drummer, 1 o rank and file* 

Second battalion ditto, 1 Major, 

3 Captains, 4 Lieutenants, 1 Sur- 
geon, 1 Mate, 1 2 Serjeants, c drum- 
mers, 5 fifes, 105 rank and file. 

Third battalion ditto, 2 Lieute- 
nants, 1 Chaplain, 1 Surgeon, 3 Ser- 
jeants, 37 rank and file. 

Fourth battalion ditto, 1 major, 3 
Captains, 1 Lieutenant, 7 Serjeants, 
32 rank and file. 

Artillery ditto, 1 Captain, 2 Lieu- 
tenants,' 1 Serjeant, 13 rank and file. 

Light dragoons ditto, 1 Quarter* 
matter, 1 Serjeant, 4 rank and file. 

Militia ditto, 1 Colonel, 2 Com- 
miflaries, 1 Mufter-mafter, 50 rank 
and file. 

Third battalion South Carolina, 

4 Lieutenants, 4 Serjeants, 59 rank 
and file* 

Fifth battalion ditto, 1 Captain, 
1 Lieutenant, t Serjeant, 51 rank 
and file. 

Artillery ditto, 1 Serjeant, 1 drum- 
mer, 9 rank and file. 

Total, 1 Colonel, 3 Majors, 11 
Captains,, 15 Lieutenants, 1 Chap- 
lain, l Quarter-mailer, 2 Surgeons, 
1 Mate, 2 Commi/Iaries, 1 Mufter- 
mafter, 33 Serjeants, 7 drummers, 

5 fifcs, 370 rank and file. 
AacH.CAMPBELL,Lt. Col.7iftreg« 
By Hyde PARKBR r y>». Mb. Com- 
modore ofaffuadronofbisl^ajefy'e 
Jbifs of war, and Lieutenant -cole- 
jk/Archibald Campbell, com- 
manding a detasbment of tbe royal 
army, fent for tbe relief of bis Ma- , 
jeftfsfaitbfulfubjeas in Nortb and 
Soutb Carolina and Georgia. 

A PROCLAMATION, 
Whereas the blefEngs of peace, 
freedom, and protection, moft graei- 
Ii <>u$y 
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oufly tendered by hit Majefty to his able for all the tniferie* which fflajr 
deluded fubje&s of America, have 
been treated by Congrefs with repeat- 
ed marks of ftudied difrefpect ; and 
to the difrrace of human nature have 
had no effect in reclaiming them from 
the bloody periecurions of their fellow 
cititens: Be it therefore known to 
all his Majefty's faithful fubjetts of 
the fouthern provinces, that a fleet 
and army, under our orders, are ac- 
tually arrived in Georgia for their 
protection, to which they are defired 
to repair without lofs of time, and by 
uniting their force under the royal 
ftandard, refcue their friends from 
oppreffion, themfelves from flavery, 
and obtain for both the moft ample 
fatisfa&ion for the manifold injuries 
fuftained. 

To all other well difpofed inha- 
bitants, who, from a j aft regard to 
the bleffings of peace, reprobate the 
idea of fypporting a French league, 
infidioufly framed to prolong the cala- 
mities of war, and who, with his 
Majefty's faithful fubje&s, wifh to 
embrace the happy occafion of ce- 
menting a firm and perpetual coali- 
tion with the Parent State, free from 
the impofition of tax by the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, and fecured in 
the irrevocable enjoyment of every 
privilege confiftent with that union 
•f interefts and force, on which their 
mutual advantage, religion and li- 
berties depend ; we offer the moft 
ample protection in their perfons, 
families and eile&s, on condition 
they fhall immediately return to the 
$laft of peaceful citizens, acknow- 
ledge their juft allegiance to the 
Crown j ^nd with their arms fupport 
it. 

To thofe who fttall attempt to op- 
* pofe the re-eftablifhment of legal go- 
vernment, or* who fhall prefume to 
injure fuch whom the dictates of rea- 
son, honour, and confeience prompt 
to embrace it, we lament the necef- 
fuy of exhibiting the rigours of war, 
and call God and the world to wit- 
jaefs, that they only ihaU be anfwer- 



enfue. 

Defer tew of every defcription, who* 
from a due fenfc of their error,* wifli 
to return to their colours, have alio 
our pardon, provided they return 
within the fpace of thiee months 
from the date of this proclamation. . 

Given at head quarters at Savan- 
nah, this 4th day of January f 1779, 
and in the ninetecth year of his Ma- 
jefty's reign. 
(Signed) Hyde Pahcer, 

Archibald Campbell. 
God favethe King. 

I do folemnly 

fwear, That I will bear true and 
faithful allegiance to his Majefty King 
George the Third, my lawful Sove- 
reign ; and that I will, at all rifles, 
ftand forth in fupport of his perfbn 
and government : and I do folemnly 
difclaim and renounce that unlawful 
and iniquitous confederacy called the 
General Continental Congrefs 4 alfo 
the claim fet up by them to Indepen- 
dency, and all obedience to them,' 
and all fubordinate jurifdiftions af- 
fumed by or gnder their authority.— 
All this I do fincerely promife, wifh- 
out equivocation or mental refervation 
whatever. So help me God. 

The bearer, having complied with 
the terms of the Proclamation iflued 
by the commanders of his Majefty's 
fea and land forces in this province, 
dated 4th of January, 1779* has 
permiffion to remain on 
plantation, and enjoy his Majefty'i 
protection for family and ef- 

efts of every kind; has alio 

permiffion to pais and repais to and 
from Savannah, with provisions and 
all other neceflaries for che ufe of the 
town and garriibn, unmoleiied; and 
the guards at the out-pegs are hereby 
required and directed to give 
every afliftance that may be neceAary. 

Given at Savannah this day 

of one thousand 

feven hundred and feventy-nine. 

To all ojictn, civil and milithfj. 

By 
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By Archibald Campbell, Efq. 

commanding his MajeftyY forces 

in Georgia, 
A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas information has been re- 
ceived, that many ringleaders of 
iedition, and fome flculking parties 
from the rebels of Carolina, do 
fKIl continue to infeft this country, 
and under colour of the night, have 
the audacity to rob and other wife 
ill-treat thofe true and' faithful 
fubje&s of his Majefty, whom they 
have not been able to feduce from 
their allegiance. And whereas the 
aiding or concealing any perfon or 
perfons acting in injudicial or illegal 
capacities, or who may yet hold out 



Given at Head Quarters at Savan- 
nah, this eleventh day of January, 
1770, and in the nineteenth year o,f 
his Majefty 's reign. 

Arch Campbell: 
God fave the King. 
Extrafl of a Utter from Major~gtne- 

ral Prevost to Lord George 

G % R M a I n , dated Savannah > Jan ♦ 

18, 1779. 

I think it my duty to acquaint 
your Lordfhip, that purfuant to Ge- 
neral Sir Henry Clinton's orders of 
20th October, received November 
27th following, I collected all the 
troops of every kind, which could 
poflibly be fpared from the neceffary 
number for the defence of the fort 



in .arms againft the authority of the .and garrifon of St. Auguftine. 
King, muft be highly prejudicial to Permit me, my Lord, to mention 
the tranquility and interefts of the to the praife of the troops now with 
loyal inhabitants of Georgia; me, the unexampled diftrefc under 

The Commandant of the troops which they have laboured for a 
hereby directs, that all his MajeftyV number of weeks for want ofprovi- 

fions, their fpirited excursions, at a 
Very great diftance, ;n a country ex- 
tremely difficult of accefs, and the 
chearfulnefs with which, for days 
together, under the moft fevere 
fatigues, they lived only on oyfters ; 
all refources of every kind being «x- 
haufted, notwithstanding all the in* 
duftry and activity of Lieutenant- 
colonel Prevoft, who exerted every 
finew to relieve our wants, not a 
word of complaint was heard ; th* 
anxiety to mare the toils of reducing 
Georgia, and to promote the King's 
fervice, made everything eafy, and 
was patiently born by the .men, who 
faw that their officers had no better 
fare than themfelves ; at laft, when 
the joyful news came, that the troops 
from the northward were arrived off 
the coaft, thofe with me were foon. 
ready to co-operate with them* Our 
artillery and ammunition coming by 
water in open boats, the only pof- 
fible conveyance, as we are unaflifted 
by any kind of naval force, retarded 
us fome time, as we were obliged to 
take a long circuit to avoid the ene- 
mies galleys ; however, the activity 
la a of 



faithful fubjetts (hall guard them- 
felves againft the dangers of fuch 
fecret, wicked and deftruclive ene- 
mies; and he doth hereby command 
them, in his Majefty's name to mafce 
diligent fearch and enquiry after all 
fuch notorious offenders, that their 
lurking places, as well as thofe of 
their wicked confederates, may be 
inftantly made known. 

Any perfon or perfons knowing or 
fufpecung the concealment of fuch 
public offenders are flrictly , com- 
manded ? .on pain of the fevereft pu- 
nKhment and confiscation, to repair 
immediately to head quarters, or 
to the next military poft, and mske 
the fame known to the command- 
ing officer of his Majefty's troops, 
for the time being. For each rebel 
committee or aflembly man, brought 
into any of the military pods, a 
reward of ten guineas will be paid 
to the perfon or perfons who bring 
him ; and for every rebel who is 
Yound lurking about the country a 
like reward of two guineas will be 
paid upon his being delivered over 
to any of his Majesty's officers. 
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of Lieutenant-colonel Prevoft, who 
had made a forced march in the 
night, and furroundcd the town of 
Sunbury, to prevent the enemy from 
cfcaping, in cafe they defigned to 
abandon the fort, afforded us fome 
means of bringing a howitzer and* 
fome royals, with which we foon 
obliged them to furrender the gar- 
rifon and fort at difcretion. The 
prisoners, including the officers, a- 
mounted to two hundred and twelve ; 
thev had a Captain and two men 
killed, and fix wounded. On the 
fide of his Majefty's troops only one 
private men was killed, and three 
wounded, notwithstanding they had 
two galleys and an armed veflel 
firing at our trenches for three days, 
befides zi pieces of cannon mounted 
in the fort. After fettling a garrifon 
in it, and ordering the neceffary re- 
pairs, I proceeded to Savannah to 
take the command of the army come 
from the northward, hitherto com- 
manded by Lieutenant-colonel Camp- 
bell, to whom I beg leave to refer 
your Lordfhip for the particulars of 
his fuccefs againft the enemy, and 
the Heps he has iince taken to fecure 
the country along Savannah river. 

I have only inclofed to your Lord- 
fhip the return of the troops I brought 
with roe from Florida, with the re- 
turn of the garrifon of Fort Morris, 
now Fort George, and the ftate of 
the ordnance and fiores taken there* 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

A. Prbvost. 

Return of the garrifon in Fort Morris ',, 

commanded by Major Lane, the 

gth of January, 1779. 

Continental troops, 1 Major, 3 
Captains, 7 Lieutenants, 1 Adjutant, 
1 Mate, 12 Serjeants, 1 drummer, 
1 29 rank and file. 

Sunbury militia, 1 Captain, 2 Lieu- 
tenants, 2 Serjeants, 43 rank and 
file. 

Total, 1 Major, 4. Captains, 9 
Lieutenants, 1 Adjutant, 1 Mate, 



14 Serjeants, 1 drummer, 171 rank * 
and file, 

Return of brafs and iron ordnance 

fiores in Fort Morris, (now Fort 

George) at Sunbury, in Georgia, 

tbe \%tb of January, 1779. 

' Brafs. 1 feven inch mortar, 2 

eighteen pounders, 6 twelve ditto, 

1 nine ditto, 7 four ditto, 8 three 
ditto. 

Iron guns on garrifon carriages. % 
eighteen pounders, 6 twelve ditto, \ 
nine ditto, 4 four ditto, 7 three ditto. 

Round fhot. 227 eighteen poun- 
ders, 204 twelve ditto, 29 nine ditto, 
220 four ditto, 144 three ditto. 

Cafe and grape (hot. 4 eighteen 
pounders, 8 twelve ditto, 3 nine ditto, 
45 four ditto, 40 three ditto. 

Ladles, wad-hooks and fpunjges. 

2 eighteen pounders, 7 twelve ditto, 
i nine ditto, 3 four ditto, 5 three 
ditto. 

Small arms r 180 mufquets with, 
bayonets, 12 rifles, 40 fuxces and 
carbines, 4 wall pieces. 

30 fhells empty ; 4 inches. 2-5*3, 
50 hand grenaaes fixed. 

Ball cartridges. 3000 mufquets, 
500 carbine. 

28 powder barrels. 

150 lb. mufquet ball, 1800 lb. 
pigs. . ^ 

400 mufquet flints, 80 carbine 
ditto. 

150 cartridge boxes, 72 pouches 
with powder horns, 30 claw hand- 
fpikes. 

J. Fairlamb, Captain-lieute- 
nant to the royal artillery. 

Admiralty-Office, Feb. %$, 17?9' 

Captain Stanhope of his Majefty^ 
navy, arrived at this office early this 
morning, with a letter from Captain 
Hyde Parker, of his Majefty's fhip 
Phoenix, to Mr. Stephens, dated in 
Savannah River, the 14th and icth 
of January, 1779, °^ wluclu and of 
two lifts that accompanied it, the fol- 
lowing are copies : 
Sir, 

I am to requeit you will be pleafed 

to 
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to acquaint their Lordmips, that, 
purfuant to orders from Rear Admi- 
ral Gambier, Commander in Chief 
in North America, I failed from 
New-York the 27 th of November, 
with the tranfports under convoy, 
and, after a feries of bad weather, 
arrived off of Tybee the 23d of 
Pecember ; a ftrong foutherly cur- 
rent haying fet the fleet to the fouth- 
ward, prevented my getting in until 
die 24th. The Vigilant and fome 
tranfports not being able to get into 
die river before the 27th, prevented 
any operations from going on, ex* 



cepting a company of light infantry, 
under the command of Sir James 
Baird, and conducted by Lieutenant 
Clarke of the Phoenix, lent to Will- 
mington Ifland, in order to fecure 
fome of the inhabitants, to gain in- 
telligence of the flate of the enemy ; 
in this they fucceeded by bringing 
pff two men, who informed us, that 
the rebels had two row galleys in the 
mouth of Auguftine Creek ; that 
the batteries which had been erecled 
for the defence of the river, were 
much out of repair, and very few 
troops in the town, but that a num- 
ber was expected to arrive every day. 
In confequence of this information it 
was determined by Colonel Campbell 
aii4 myfelf, that no time was to be 
loft ; therefore the moment the Vigi- 
lant was ready, which was the 28th, 
{he was ordered to proceed up the 
river, with the Greenwich armed 
Hoop and Keppel armed brig, the 
-tranfports following in the rear, the 
Comet galley at the fame time went 
up the South Channel. This dif- 
pofition had trie defired effect, by 
cutting off the enemy's row galleys 
from getting back iqto the inland 
navigation leading to Sunbury, and 
obliged, them to retreat up the Savan- 
nah river, which they did, after 
firing, forae ill-direfted fhot at the 
armed veflels as they advanced. Find- 
ing the, battery upon Salter's Ifland, 
totally deferted, the Vigilant and 



armed veflels were ordered to pro* 
ceed toBruton's plantation, the place 
determined upon to make the land- 
ing ; but the fliallownefs of the river 
did not admit of the Vigilant nearer 
than a random fhot ; the other 
veflels were arranged along the bank* 
of the river, oppofite to the landing* 
juft at dark. The water having 
ebbed confiderably, many of the 
tranfports grounded upon the flats* 
about four or five miles below the 
armed veflels, and the others were 
obliged to anchor from the night 
coming on. This difficulty was, in 
a great meafure, obviated by the 
alertnefs and activity of Capt. Stan- 
hope, charged with the command of 
the flat boats, &c. The firft divifloa 
of troops were embarked in the boats, 
and rendezvpuied at the Vigilant ; 
but, from the enemy's fires, they 
appeared to have {aken poft ; it was 
therefore determined to defer the 
landing until day-light, which was 
effected at the break of day, with 
the lofs of one Captain and three or 
four privates of the 71ft killed, and 
eight or ten wounded. 

As foon as the remainder of the 
army and artillery could be landed, 
which was compleated by two o'clock 
in the afternoon, Colonel Campbell 
began to move towards the town of 
Savannah. The enemy appeared in 
force, but, by a judicious movement 
of the light infantry, every obftacle 
was removed, and in a great meafure 
the retreat of the enemy cut off: a 
number were killed, and about 400 
made prifoners, with the moft of 
their artillery. As foon as I could 
difcover the troops had made an im- 
prefiion, I moved up with the final! 
armed veflels to the town, and ad- 
vanced the Comet galley above the 
town j but night and the ebb of tide 
coming on, prevented her from pro- 
ceeding high enough to oblige the 
rebels to defift from fetting fire to the 
Hinchinbrook brig, which they had 
attempted to get up the river, but 

run 
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nra a-ground about three miles above 
the town, as alfo a floop, which was 
taken next morning. 

On the 30th of December, having 
received intelligence that the two 
rebel row galleys were about £ve 
miles above the town, with Come 
ether armed reflets, it was determined 
to endeavour to furprife them by the 
troops on the banks of the river, and 
the coats, fupported by the armed 
veflels upon the river, but, either 
from the intelligence being falfe, 
or that the enemy had moved during 
the night, we found, by information 
of the negroes, that they were &ve 
miles farther up ; however the boats 
took pofleffion of a Spanifh fhip of 
fifteen guns, that wasa-ground and 
defcrted. 

On the 1 ft of JsWuary, Lieutenant 
Clarke of the Phcenix was detached, 
with row boats, about 17 miles up 
the river above Savannah, upon in- 
formation that the late rebel Gover- 
aor of Georgia was at a plantation 
on the South- Carolina more ; unfor- 
tunately he did not get the Gover- 
nor, but returned with one Bryan, 
a notorious ringleader in rebellion, 1 
Captain-lieutenant, and about 1 2 
or 14 prifoners of other denomina- 
tion, and a gun-boat which the re- 
bels had fitted for the defence of the 
river. From this period the galley 
and Greenwich (loop, with a num- 
ber of boats under the command of 
Captain Stanhope, were kept ad- 
vancing' up the river, in hopes of 
being able to come up with the rebel 
galleys and other armed veflels,. but 
Fuch was the diligence, of the rebels, 
and the difficulties attending out 
armed veflels drawing more water 
fhan thofe of the enemy, in a very 
intricate navigation, notwithftanding 
the greateft exertions made 0% the 
part of the officers employed *>j$on 
that fervice, the rebels have been 
able to fecure their galleys under 
the town of Parifburgh ; as alfo two 
/loops; one loaded with gunpowder, 



the other with ftores : four others were 
taken, viz. a floojf of io guns and 
another of 4 burnt ; a brig and 
fchooner brought off. By the Na- 
tion the King's armed vefTels now 
occupy, we are enabled to tranfport 
provifions and ftores for the army to 
Abercorn, within ten miles of Ebe- 
nezer, the molt considerable poft of 
the army. Above the advanced arm- 
ed vefTels the river is no longer navi- 
gable for any thing but flats;, and for 
them only by means of ropes being 
made fail to trees u£on the more, as 
there is constantly a ftream runadown 
fo ftrongas to make it impracticable 
for a boat to row againft it, and the 
river fo full of logs of wood as to ren- 
der it impoffible for veflels to anchor. 
After the fcattered remains of the 
rebel army had been forced to crofs 
the Savannah River into South Caro- 
lina, it was judged, by Colonel 
Campbell and myfelf, the proper 
moment of holding out protection to 
fuch of the inhabitants of Georgia 
as retained allegiance to his Majef- 
ty's perfon and government, by the 
proclamation and oath (copies of 
which are inclofed) and I have great 
fatisfaclion in acquainting their Lord- 
fhips, the effects have perfectly juf- 
tifxed our moil fanguine wishes, by a 
very large majority of the inhabi- 
tants of the province of Georgia hav- 
ing already fubferibed to the oath. 

Herewith I have the honour to 
tranfmit, for their Lordfhips infor- 
mation, a (ketch of the river Savan- 
nah, which, although not perfectly 
correct, will enable their Lordfhips 
to form a judgment of the intricacy 
of the navigation up to the town. 
The entrance, as far up as Cockfpur 
Ifland, is a fine harbour for {hips, 
not drawing more than 1 7 feet 
draught of water ; and I think a fit 
port for the cruizing frigates from 
32 guns downwards. Nine miles 
above Cockfpur the water of the river 
is perfectly frefh, and the country 
abounds with great quantities of cattle. 

The 
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The defence of this province mull 
greatly depend on the naval force up- 
on the different inland creeks; lam,- 
therefore, forming fome galleys co- 
vered from mufquetry, which I have 
great reafon to believe will have a 
very good cfiecl. ; 

The mattered fitnation of the (hips' 
under my command, and abfolnte 
neceffity of fitting out galleys and 
6nall veffels for the defence of the 
province, induced me to appoint a 
Mailer Attendant and Mailer Builder, 
for the carrying on, in a nniform 
manner, thofe necenary fervices ; 
and I doubt not but their Lord {hip* 
will perceive the propriety of the 
meafure. . 

I fhould do great injuilice to Cap- 
tain Stanhope, was I to clofc this letter 
without defiring you, Sir* to ac- 
quaint their Lordfhips, that Captain 
Stanhope, although nis Hoop was out 
of commiflion, mad* a voluntary offer 
of his fervices upon this expedition, 
and I with pleafure acknowledge, that 
my fuccefs, in the naval department, 
has been greatly owing to his abili- 
ties and knowledge of the harbour and 
river; and it is, Sir, with thegreatefl 
pleafure that I allure you, that a moil 
perfect harmony has fubfifted.between 
the navy and army, and that the 
officers and men have vied with each 
other for the good of his Majefty*s 
fervfce. 

Enclofed I tranfmit the flate and 
condition of the fquadron under my 
command ; and, as foon as the Hate 
of the province will admit of my 
withdrawing the Phoenix, I (hall pro- 
ceed to put into execution the re- 
mainder of my-inftrudlions from Rear- 
admiral Gambier. Captain Stan- 
hope js charged with thefe difpatches, 
to whom I beg leave to refer their 
Lordfhips forparticulars. 

1 have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your moil obedient and 
moil humble fervant, 
PbtmiXy Savannah H . P A R K E a » 
River* Jan, 14, 

*779- 



91? Ppilip SfEPrtEits, Ejf* 
N. B. Since writing this letter, i 
am informed, that General Prevail, 
with the King's troops from St. Au- , 
guftme; after a very flight refiflanoe, 
obliged the rebel fort at Snnbury to- 
furreuder at difefetkm. Two rebel 
alleys that were there retreated down 
be river; but, from the difpofition 
of the King's mips and veffels, they 
defpaired of getting them off, which 
induced the enemy to fet fire to then, 
and attempt to efcape with their, 
crews in a (loop, . which was brought 
in here, yefterday by the Vigilant** ^ 
tender, their numbers amounting to 
about 70, including officers, 

Jan. 15^ 1779. H. Pa*rb*. 

A return of the killed and wounded 
on board bisMajeftfs Jhips andvef 
/els under my command, in the &*- 
vanmb River, between the 29th 
of December 1 778, and the \$tb 
of January 1 779, w'2. 
Greenwich floop, 1 feaman, killed; 
3 feamen, wounded. 
Comet galley, 2 feamen, wounded. 
Total, l feaman, killed, 5 feamen, 
wounded* 

H. P r ARKER, 

A return of frifoners taken by the 
. fquadron in the above - mentioned 
time. 
Taken by the boats up the river 2$ 

Taken by the Phoenix 1 \ 

Taken by the Vigilant V tender ' 72 



Total 106 
H. Paaker. 
A lift of Jhips and veffels, feixed as 
prizes by bis Majefty's Jhips and 
vejjels u\dtr r mt command, between 
the Z'jtb of November j 1778, and 
1 4 tb of January, 1779, viz. 
Dec 25, 1778. By Che Green- 
wich brig, mailer and crew deferted 
her, 100 tons, feized off Tybee, iu 
ballait. 

Dec, 30. By the Phoenix's boats. 
Schooner Nancy, Robert Farquhar, 
of Jamaica, mailer and owner, 20 
toes, 8 men, from Dominica to 
Georgia, with fugar and coffee. * 

By 
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Jfyfmall armed vefih and Boats be- 
* t<wecn the \ft and 6th of January, 

1779, alongfide the wharf J , Savon- 

nab-Town. 

Ship Franklin* matter and crew 
Jeferted her, 300 tons, in ballad. 

Ship, mafter and crew defcrtedher, 
300 tons, 20 guns (French) in ballaft. 

Brig, mailer and crew deferted her, 
180 tons, in ballaft* 

A polacre, mafter and crew de- 
ferted her, 80 tons, in ballaft. 
In the Savannah river above the 



) 



town. 

A (hip, 300 tons, 16 guns (Spa- 
nifh) with feme deer tkins. 

A brig, 140 tons, with lumber. 

A floop, 70 tons, 100 negroes, 
with flour and fbme indigo* 



A floop* 46 tons, wkb. furniture. 

A fchooner, 60 tons, with Tome 
indigo and tobacco* 

All the above were delivered into 
the care of Mr. M'Cuiloch, Agent 
for the navy at Savannah. 

A floop, 90 tons, 15 men, 10 gun*, 
burnt. 

A floop, $0 tons, 8 men, 4 gunsy 
burnt. 

Jan* 13, 1779, by the Vigilant^ 
tender, floop Sarah ; feized at fea, 
Francis Salter, mafter, 60 tons, 72 
men, the crews of two rebel gal- 
lies, burnt by the rebels, from Sun- 
bury to Charles-town, with fait. 

H. Parker,) 



List of the Army WNavy at St. Lucib, brought by the loft dif patches. 

ARMY ^ ^ LUCIE. 
Major-general Grant commanding. 
Second in Command, Brigadier-general Prefcot. 
Regiments. 
4th Lieutenant-colonel Ogilvie/ 



15th 

27 th 
28th 
35th 
40th 
46th 
49th 



Brigadier-general. 
Meadows, ditto 
Stopford 
Mitchel 
Prefcott 



Mufgrave 

Maicham 

Sir H. Calder, Brigadier- 
general, 
25th Cuyler 

One troop difinounted dragoons. J 
iff Brigade, Prefcott. "J 2d Brigade, Lieut. Cof, 



Adjutant-general Major Brown, 
Quarter - mafter -general Mufgrave, 
^Principal, Doctor Bruce, 
Aid-de-Camp to the Commander in. 
Chief, Hamerfton, 



15 th 
18th 

46th 
55th 






27th 
35th 

40th 
49th 



Sir H. Calder. 



I 



3d Brigade, Meadows* 
light infantry and 
grenadier* of the, 
whole' cth reguuent. 



Ordnance, two companies of artillery, Captains Williams and Standifh. , 
Each brigade has a light field piece (3 pounders) befides a large train of 

artillery.- 
Engineers* 
Lieutenant Pitt 1 

Skinner a 
Forth 3 Irifh corps 

Weldal 
•5* French army x& fuppofcd from 5 to 7000 men* 

NAVY 
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A List of the ShIps »/^Wa% intb$ 

Weft-IniUs. 
Gons. Ships. 

80 -Prince* Royal, {*£W 

74 • Royal Oak* 
74 • Conqueror, 

74 * Sultan, 
^4 # Grafton, 
74 • Fame, 
74 •Cornwall, 
74 * Albion, 

74 f Suffolk, {&«*« 

74 f Magnificent* 

74 f Elizabeth, • 

74 f Shrewsbury, 

70 Boyne, 

64 f Vigilant, 

64 • Trident, 

64 • Raifonable, 

64 Ruby, 

64 Yarmouth, 

64 St fc Alban's, 

64 Monmouth, 

5 o Brifto,, {££* 

5 o P reft on, {Si " 

50 Ifis, 

50 Centurion, 

50 f Warwick, 

50 Renown, 

44 Romulus, 

44 f Janus, 

32 # Dromedary, 

32 # Diamond, 

32 Niger, 

32 Winchelfea> 

3* Active, 

3* * Pearl, 

28 Boreas, 

28 Surprize, 

20 Seaford, 

20 Beaver, 

20 Ceres, 

20 Druid, 

20 Favourite, 



( 44$ ) 



Guns. .Ships* 

20 Hound, 

16 Shark, 

16 Sylph, 

1 6 Ariadne, 

16 Cygnet, 

16 < Hornet, 

io Lynx, 



Ckarlts-Tvwn, South-Carolina, 
AW. 25* 

A body of armed mtfn, -fuppofed 
to be about 500, chiefly on horfe- 
back, with four pieces of artillery, 
from St. Auguf&ie, have made a, 
very fudden and rapid incurfion over 
land, by way of the Alatamaha,. into 
the neighbouring ftate of Georgia * 
burning all the houfes and deftroy- 
ing every thing in their way. It 
does not appear that they were dis- 
covered before laft Friday, yet by 
Sunday they had advanced to withi* 
four miles of Sunbury, and burnt 
every houfe on the other fide of New- 
port ferry, but not without receiving 
fome check from a militia, collected 
under Colonel Screven, together 
with the Continentals of the third 
and fourth battalions, who had re- 
treated, in order to receive reinforce- 
ments, to Medway meeting- houfe, 
where they were intrenching to make 
a ftand, but having difputcd every 
inch of ground againtt a fuperior 
enemy, they loft a few men, and had 
fome of their moll valuable officers 
wounded. We fince learn, that the 
militia had every, where turned out 
with the greateft alacrity, and that 
fuch vigorous meafures are purfuin^, 
as, with the co-operation of this 
ftate, will probably not only difap- 
point the defigns of the enemy, but 
alfo cut off their retreat. — The opi-. 
nion of fome is, that this expedition 
has been contrived by Governor 
Tonyn, on purpofe to pacify or get 
rid of the clamorous Tories and horfe 
thieves, which he has, by intimi- 
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dating fuggeftions and lavifh pro- 
mifes, for years paft, drawn from 
this and other llates, as well to 
ftrengthen the province under his 
government, as to fucceed the views 
of General Grant and Co. upon this 
ftate, which have probably been dif- 
appointed by the late fudden and 
fuccef$ful attack of the Marquis de 
Bouille upon the ifland of Domi- 
nica. 

Dec. 1. Since our laft, we have 
not received any authentic accounts 
of the progrefs of the enemy's army 
in Georgia, excepting that they are 
in pofTeffion of Sunbury. Divers re- 
ports from that Hate are at prefent 
circulated ; fome, that the enemy 
are at Savannah ; however, the moft 
certain that we can deliver as fuch is, 
that our army is intrenched on the 
North fide of Ogeechie, determined 
there to make a Hand ; and that 
General Prevoft occupies the heights 
where Governor Wright's fettlements 
are made, diftant about one* mile 
and an half from Ogeechie ferry. 
Proprietors of vefTels at Sunbury, 
rather than let them fall into the 
enemy's hands, fet fire to them and 
were burnt ; and it is faid that Cap- 
tain Thomas Savage has done the 
fame by his plantation, as he could 
not otherwife hinder it from falling 
a prey to the Floridian mauroders. 
We hardly dare mention the favage 
and barbarous treatment of Briga- 
dier-general Screven, was it not of a 
piece 'with Britifh cruelty already 
practifed : Brigadier Screven, having 
•received a wound while on horfe- 
back, fell ; immediately feveral of 
the enemy cam^'ijp to him, and 
either knowing of him, or feeing by 
nis drefs he was an officer ofdiftinc- 
tion, upbraided him with the man- 
ner in "Which one Moore, a Captain 
in Brown's rangers, was killed Iaft 
fummer, and then barbaroufly dif- 
charged their pieces at him* Thus 
fell this gallant General, who has 
been upon all occafions fdremofl in 
the fervice . of his country, and has 



both in private and public charade 
juftly merited the love and efteem of 
all who knew him. 

Boflon t Qfiobtr 26. Monday laft a 
large company of gentlemen and la- 
dies dined on boaro) the Languedoc, 
at the invitation of t.he Count D'Ef- 
taing. The entertainment was highly 
elegant. A picture of Qeneral Wafh- 
ington at full length, latejy prefented 
to the Count by General Hancock, 
was placed in the center of the upper 
fide of the room, the frame of which 
'was covered with laurels. 

The fquadron of the Count D'Ef- 
taing is compleatly refitted, and 
makes a fine appearance at Nantaf- 
ket ; the mips are in readinefs to put 
to fea at the fhorteft warning. 
^ The alliance with* France was a de- 
cifive ftrokc in favour of America ; 
it in part awakened Britain from her 
trance, and brought her to think of 
a peace with us. The apprehenfion 
of the Count D'Eftaing's fleet com- 
ing on thefe coafts, occauoned the 
calling in of Lord Howe's cruizers, 
and opened the way for the arrival of 
our trade and prizes; it obfiged Clin- 
ton to evacuate Philadelphia, at leaft 
much earlier than he would otherwife 
have probably done ; it neceflitated 
the Britifh Court to fend Byron's fleet 
to America, which gave France a fa- 
periority in the channel. The pre- 
sence of the Count D'Eftaing in thefe 
feas, has prevented a timely detach- 
ment from the Britifti fleet here for the 
defence of their Weft-India Iflands ; 
and may oblige their troops to eva- 
cuate the United States fooner and 
more compleatly than perhaps they 
intended, had America been defti- 
tute of fuch a friendly naval force. 
Mult we not then feem an unwife 
people indeed, fhould we in com- 
pliance with the filly fuggeftion of the 
Britifh Commiffioners, aft a perfidious 
part towards fuch an ally, and leav- 
ing ourfelves without a friend in the 
world, bring France, in conjunction 
With Britain, upon our backs ? The 
former is our ally, not pur mafter ; 
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amd is bound by Intereft, which never 
lies to fupport our Independence. 
And how can either our civil or re- 
ligious liberty be in danger, while 
we retain our own fovereignty ? Has 
not Britain always had allies of a dif- 
ferent religion and form of Govern- 
ment from her own ? And was not 
America, while part of her domi- 
nion, included in thefe .alliances ? 
And did not both of us con fide r our- 
felves as the fafer for fuch connec- 
tions ? In fhort, it is an infult upon 
common-fenfe to fuppofe the argu- ■ 
ments of the Manifefto require a fe- 
rious refutation. 

TJieBritifh Court, it is faid, was 
balancing a long time upon the 
failing of Admiral Byron for Ame- 
rica. On the one hand, they were 
afraid of lofing the command of the 
channel ; on the other, they did not 
dare to leave their army in America, 
without a fuperior naval force to pro- 
tec! them. The laft confideration 
prevailed, and Byron had pofitive or- 
ders to fail for this coaft. 

We are told, there has lately been 
a review of ibme of the French troops 
at Nantafltet, at which, by the invita- 
tion of the Count D'Eftaing, General 
Heath Was prefent. Every fpeclator 
was highly pleafed with the fine ap- 
pearance of the men, an£ the man- 
ner in which they performed the ma- 
noeuvres, 

Since our laft arrived here the Con- 
tinental frigates the Bofton, ProvL- 
dence, and Ranger, from France;* 
in the Providence came paflenger 
Captain Hinman, late Commander 
of the Alfred, and a number of 
other gentlemen. 

A DECLARATION. 
Addrejfed in the name of the King of 
France to all the antient French in 
Canada^ and every other part of 
North- America* (TranJIated from 
the French.) 

The underfigned, authorifed by 
his Majefty, and thence cloathed with 
the nobleft titles, with that which ef- 



faces all others, charged in the name 
of the father of his country, and the 
beneficent protector of his fubje&s, to 
offer a fupport to thofe who were 
born to enjoy the bleffings of his Go- 
vernment — > 

To all his countrymen in North Ame- 
rica. 

You were born French ; you never 
could ceafe to be French* The late 
war, which was not declared but by 
the captivity of nearly all our fea- 
men, and the principal advantages of 
which our common enemies entirely . 
owed to the courage, the talents, and 
the numbers of the brave Americans, 
who are now fighting againft them, 
has wrefted from you that which is 
moft dear to all men, even the name 
of your country. To compel you to 
bear the arms of parricides againft it, 
muft be the completion df misfor- 
tunes: with this you are now threat- 
ened : a new war may juftly make 
you dread being obliged to fubmit to 
this moil intolerable law of flavery. 
It has commenced like the laft, by 
depredations upon the moft valuable 
part of our trade. Too lone already 
have a great number of unfortuuate 
Frenchmen been confined in Ameri- 
can prifons. You hear their groans. 
The prefent war was declared by a 
meflage in March laft, from the King 
of Great Britain to both Houfes of 
Parliament ; a moft authentic acl of 
the Britim fovereignty, announcing 
to all orders of the State, that to 
trade, (with America) though with- 
out excluding others from die fame 
right, was to offend ; that frankly to 
avow fach intention, was to defy this 
fovereignty ; that fhe fhould revenge 
it, and deferred this only to a more 
advantageous opportunity, when fhe 
might do it with more appearance of 
legality than in the laft war ; . for fhe 
declared that fhe had the right, the 
will, and the ability to revenge and 
accordingly fhe demanded of Parlia- 
ment the fupplies. 

The calamities of a war thus pro- 
claimed, have been reftrained and 
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retarded as much at was poffible, by 
a monarch whofe pacific and difinte- 
rcfted views now reclaim the marks of 
your former attachment, only for 
your own happinpfs, Conftrained to 
repel force by force, and multiplied 
hoftiiities by reprifals which he has at 
laft authonfed, if neceflity^ fhould 
carry his arms, or thofe of his allies, 
into a country always dear to him, 
you have not to fear either burnings 
or devaftations : and if gratitnde, if 
the view of a flag always revered by 
thofe who have followed it, fhould 
recall tothe banners of France, orof 
the United States, the Indians who 
loved us, and have been loaded with 
prefents by him, whom they alfo call 
their father; never, no never (hall 
they employ againft you their too 
cruel methods of war. Thofe they 
tnuft renounce, or they will ceafe to 
be our friends. 

: It is not by menaces that we fhall 
endeavour to avoid combating with 
our countrymen ; nor mail we weaken 
this declaration by invectives againft 
a great and brave nation, which we 
know how to refpeft, and hope to 
vanquifh. 

As a French gentleman, I need 
ftot mention tp thofe among you who 
were born fuch as well as myfelf, that. 
there is but one auguft Houfe in the 
univerfe, under which the French can 
be happy, and (crve with pleafure;, 
juice its head, and thofe who are 
nearly allied to him by bloody have 
been at all times, through a, long 
line of monarchs, and, are at this- 
day more than ever delighted with 
bearing that very title which Henry 
JV. regarded as the firft of his own. 
I fhall not excite your regrets for thofe 
qualifications, thofe marks of diftinc- 
tion, thofe decorations, which, in 
our manner of thinking, are precious 
treafures, hat from which, by our 
common misfortunes, the American 
French, who have known fo well 
how to deferve them, are now pre- 
cluded. Thefe, lam bold to hope, 
and tp promife, their zeal will yery 



foon procure to be diffused among 

them. They will merit, them, when, 
they dmrt to become the friends of wu* 
allied 

I fhall not aflc the military com- 
panions of the Marquis of Levi, thofe 
who fhared his glory, who admirei 
his talents and genius for war, who 
loved his cordiality and franknefs* 
the principal chara&eriftics of our no- 
bility, whether there be other names 
in other nations, among which they 
would be better pleafed to place their 
own, 

Can the Canadians, who fa w* the 
braye Montcalm fall in their defence, 
can they become the enemies of his 
nephews ? Can they fight againft their 
former leaders, and arm themfelves 
againft their kinfmen ? At the bare 
mention of their names, the weapons 
would fall out of their hands 

I fhall not obferve to the Minifters 
of the altars, that their evangelic ef- 
forts will require the fpecial protec- 
tion of Providence, to prevent faith 
being diminifhed by example, by 
wordly intereft, and by Sovereigns; 
whom force has impofed upon thenr, 
and whofe political indulgence will 
be leflened proportion ably as thofe 
Sovereigns fhall have lefs to fear. . I 
fhall not obferve, that it is necefTary 
for religioo, that thole who preach it 
mould form a body in the State j and 
that .in (panada no other body would 
"be* more coniidered, or have more 
power to do good than that of the 
*priefts, taking a part to the Govern- 
ment, fince their refpeclable conduct 
has* merited the confidence of the 
people. 

I fhall not reprefent to that people, 
nor to all my countrymen in general, 
that a vaft monarchy, having the 
fame religion, the fame manners, the 
fame language, where they find kinf- 
men, old friends and brethren, muH 
be an imexhauftible fource of com- 
merce and wealth, more eafily ac- 
quired and better fecured, by their 
union with powerful neighbours, than 
with ftraugeriof another hemifphere, 
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Wiongwhom every thin* i* different, 
and who* jealous and deipotic Go- 
vernments, would fooner or later 
treat them as a conquered people, 
and doubtlefs much worfe than their 
late countrymen the Americans, who 
made them victorious. I fhall not 
urge to a whole people, that to join 
with the United States, is to fecure 
(heir own happinefs ; fince a whole 
people, when they acquire the right 
of thinking and ailing for themfelves, 
muffc know their own intereft j but I 
will declare, and I now formally de- 
clare in the name of his Majefty, who 
has authorifed and commanded me to 
do it," that all his former fubjetts in 
North America, who mall no more 
acknowledge the fupremacy of Great 
Britain, may depend upon his pro- 
tection and fupport 

Done on board his Majefty's ihip 
the Languedoc, in the harbour of 
Bofton,. the 28th day of October, in 
the year 1778. 

Estaing. 
blcrel de granoclos, 

Secretary, appointed by the King, 
to the fquadron commanded by 
the Count D'Eltaing. 

Philadelphia* 0^.31. 
.jlkiterfrm Cehnel Butler U Ge- 
neral Starr. 
Pear General, 
Laft evening, greatly fatigued, I 
returned from our Indian expedition, 
and embrace this early opportunity to 
give you a fketch of it, extracted from 
my journal, 

OA. j. As I intended marching 
die next day, I detached Lieutenant 
Stevens with twelve men, a fubaltern, 
ten privates of the militia, to the 
* frontiers of the fettk ment, to guard 
the roads and paflages leading to the 
enemy, to prevent any intelligence 
being carried. 

zi. P. M. I marched the troops, 
confifling of the rifle corps, 4th Penn- 
fylvania regiment, and zo rangers, 
.with fix days provi^on on their backs, 



and five on the pack horfes. We 
moved this day twelve miles, to one 
Matthias, without any thing material 
happening. 

3d. Marched early this morning, 
arrived at Mr. Sawyer's, on the head 
of the Delaware, being 15 miles; 
Yainy difagreeable weather, and very 
bad roads; 

4th. The weather being clear* 
about ten o'clock, P. M. proceeded 
to Cowley's, down the Delaware ten 
miles. 

5th. Continued down the courie of 
the Delaware fifteen miles farther ; 
when we left it, and ftruck acrofs the 
mountains for the Sufquehannah. 
This day we marched 1 8 miles. 

6th. Began our march early thi* 
morning, and at duflc arrived within 
eight miles of the Unadilla fettle- 
ment* I here detached Lieutenants 
Stevens and Long, with fmall par- 
ties, to make prisoners of fome inha- 
bitants, who hved within four miles 
of the Unadilla. I then continued 
my route in the night, in order to be 
better concealed, and within a fmaller 
diflance from the fetdement, From 
whence I might make the attack early 
in the morning. JJut after having 
marched about (even miles, I met 
the parties who were detached with 
one prifoner ; he told me, that the 
enemy had left the place fome days 
before, and were gone for Anaquago* 
This day marched 24 miles. 

7 th. Early this morning detached 
Lieutenant Stevens with a few men, 
to Unadilla, to make a prifoner of 
one Glagford, who I intended fhould 
guide me to Anaquago : this he ef- 
ie&ed, and after the troops had cook- 
ed their provifions, and refted them- 
selves a little, we marched within 
Rve miles beyond the Unadilla. At 
the third place of croffing the Suf- 
quehanna, my guard difcovered the 
fre/h tract of a man, who, I una* 
gined had been left by the enemy tft 
give the earlieit intelligence 0/ our 
movements. I immediately fent three 
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runners, who followed the track eight and burned that part of the fettle- 



miles, when night came on, they 
were obliged to return. I then or* 
dered off Lieutenant Stevens about 
ten o'clock at night, to advance and 
reconnoitre the country about Ana* 
quago, and meet me the next day 
with hi» report. 

8th, About two o'clock this morn- 
ing came on a very heavy rain, which 
put me in a diftreffing fituation, be- 
ing in the woods, without any means 
for keeping our arms dry, in great 
danger of the rivers rifing fo as to 
prevent my advancing, befides the 
difficulty in returning. About eight 
o'clock, A. M. the weather cleared 
up. After cleaning the arms, we 
continued the march. About three 
miles from Anaquago, I met Mr. 
Stevens, who gave me as good a de- 
fcription of the fettlement as he was 
able to difcover from the adjacent 
mountains. The Sufquehanna be- 
ing between me and Anaquago, I 
thought it beft to crofs in the night, 
and attack the town. To prevent 
their arnbufcading me in croffing the 
river (which at this place is 250 yards 
wide, and took the men to their 
middle in wading it) I ordered the 
two companies of riflemen to march 
in front, and, on the difcovery of an 
enemy, to file off to the right and 
left, and attack the flanks, while the 
mufquetry with fixed bayonets charg- 
ed the center. In this order I crofted 
the river, and took poffeffion of the 
town without interruption, the enemy 
having that day left it in the greateft 
confunon ; leaving behind a large 
quantity of corn, their dogs, fome 
cattle, and great part of their houfe- 
hold furniture. I ordered a number 
of fires to be built, to make my little 
party appear as formidable as pof- 
fible. We here fared fumptuoufjy, 
"having poultry and vegetables in great 
plenty. 

* 9th. By day-light Major Church 
with a party crofled over the river 
(their fettlements are on both fides) 



ment, confining of ten good farra- 
houfes, with a quantity of corn, and 
brought off fome cattle. Some of 
the pack-horfes having (bayed a dif- 
tance from the town, their keepers 
went in queft of them, and without 
their arms, though contrary to fre- 
quent orders. About half a mile 
from the party they were fired at by 
an Indian, who lay concealed within 
twenty yards of them ; he miffed 
them, but immediately loading he 
fired again, and (hot one of them ia 
the head. As foon as I heard the 
difcharge of the gun, I marched my 
whole party with their baggage to the 
place, being down the river. I found 
the man with part of his brains out. 
Thinking they might be met by fome 
ftraggling fellows left to carry intel- 
ligence; I marched a party a mile or 
two further down the river, and then 
fent Captain Parr about three miles 
lower to burn a caftle, and to deceive 
them by a feigned purfnit. When 
Captain Parr returned, we marched 
back, fet fire to all the town, except 
one houfe, and about three o'clock, 
P, M. began our return, marching 
now from the left, the mufquetry in 
front with bayonets, with orders, in 
cafe they mould ambufcade us in re- 
croflfng the river, which I much ex- 
pected, to advance and charge bayo- 
nets ; but we met with no interrup- 
tion. We marched twelve miles this 
day, burning every thing before us. 

10th. About one o'clock this morn- 
ing came on a very heavy rain, which 
continued all day: at day-break 
marched, it ftill rained exceffive hard, 
and the creeks riling very faft. After 
marching about ten miles, we came 
to a creek fo high, that the pack- 
horfes were obliged to fwim, and 
with the greateft difficulty got the 
troops over by felling trees, &c. 
On coming to the eroding place, on 
Sufquehanna, it was fo high, that 
on any other occafion the croffing it 
would be impracticable ; but our pro- 
visions 
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Vifions feeing almoft expended,, it 
rendered our cafe defperate: I there- 
fore, by mounting the men on horfes 
iwho were obliged in fome places to 
wim) got the troops all tranfported, 
aiid by going over the mountains, 
evaded the two other places. This 
day bnmed ail the houfes in the Una- 
dilla fettlement that were on the 
fouth iide of the Sufquehanna, ex- 
cept Glagford's. We alfo burnt a 
faw-mill and grift-mill ; the latter 
was the only one in the country. We 
inarched four miles on this fide of 
the Unadilla, having marched inall^ 
this day, twenty miles. 

1 1 th. This day ordered the 
troops to reft and clean their arms, 
and prepared a raft to transport fome 
men over the Sufquehanna to burn 
the other part of the Unadilla fettle- 
ment. 

mh. Lieutenant Long, with one 
private, crofted on the raft, and burn- 
ed all the houfes. According to my 
computation, I think, there was up- 
wards of 4000 bufhels of grain de- 
flroyed at Anaquago and Unadilla. 
Marched about twelve miles, water 
ftill very high. 

13th. Marched this day twenty- 
five miles, found itimpoflible tocrofs 
the Delaware, and by the negligence 
of the guide, in attempting to evade 
crofting the river, we loft our way. 

14th. With fome difiiculty got on 
the road, and about eleven o'clock, 
P. M. arrived at Cowley's, being the 
firft inhabitants on the frontier fetclc- 
ment between that and Unadilla. 
Marched this day from Mr. Sawyer's, 
being in all about fourteen miles. 

15th. Marched this day to Mat- 
thias, fifteen miles. 

1 6th. About two o'clock the troops 
returned to this place, when I order- 
ed thirteen rounds of cannon to be 
firfed, and a feu de joye, as a com- 
pliment which I thQUght due to the 
brave troops, who, with the greaceft 
fortitude, (urmounted each difficulty. 

You will excufe the incorrectnefs 



which you muft find in my piece, 
and attribute them, in fome menfurc, 
to the great hade I am in to let yoa 
know of my return. 

I am, Sir, 
Your humble fervant, 

William. Butter. 
Schoharie, OBoher l6th, 1 778. 
Publifhed by order of Congrefs, 

Charles Thomson, Sec 



Copy of a letter from \his Excellency Sir 

Henry Clinton, to his Excel* 

lency General Washington. 
New Tori , Nov. loth, XJjB* 
Sjr, 

It is not neceflary at prefent to 
refume the confideration of the prin- 
cipal queftions relating to the Con- 
vention of Saratoga, I wim merely 
to bring under review the refolutioa 
of Congrefs on the 21ft of May, in- 
clofed in your letter of the 23d to Sir 
William Howe. 

It appears to me different from the 
practice of all nations or parties at 
war, and in fome degree tending to 
increafe the hardships of war, to re- 
fiife granting an equivalent of pri- 
vates for officers. 

Such an exchange at prefent may- 
prevent great inconveniences to many 
of the parties concerned. 

You have ordered the troops of 
the Convention to be removed from 
Maftachufetts-Bay to Virginia, and 
I have ordered all the officers of your 
army, prifoners out on parole, to re- 
turn here. 

Thefe movements, with all the 
hard (hips incident to them at this 
feafon, may in part be prevented, if 
you think proper to agree, that the 
officers of your army, prifoners oa 
parole, or now here, be exchanged 
for officers and men of the troops of 
the Convention, according to the 
cuftomary proportion, or according 
to fuch proportion as may be deter- 
mined by Commiuioners appointed 
on both fides. 

If what I propofe fhould meet with 

your 
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your approbation, and the time and 
place for the meeting of Commiffion- 
ers for the purpofe before mentioned 
is determined, I (hall fend Colonels 
O'Hara and Hyde, of his Majefty's 
foot-guards, as Commiffioners on 
my part, who will be fully inftrufled 
and authorifed to enter on the con- 
sideration of any matters that may 
arife in the conduct in this bufinefs. 

Mr. Clarke, Affiftant Commiflary- 
general to the troops of the Conven- 
tion, who will have tEe honour of 
delivering this letter, being defired 
by Major-general Phillips to return 
immediately to Cambridge by land, 
in order to fettle fome accounts re- 
lative to that army, I am to re^uef! 
a paflport for him to return thither 
lor that purpofe; I have the honour 
to be, with due refpeft, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

H* Clinton* 

Jfead Quarters t Nov. 14/A, ^77^" 
Sir, 

I received your Excellency's letter 
fen the 10th inftant through Mr, 
CFarke. 

I have tranfmitted Congrefs a copy 
of your proportion, relative to an 
exchange of the troops of Conven- 
tion, and (hall do myfelf the honour 
.to communicate their decifion the 
moment it is made known. 

Mr, Clarke has my permiffion to 
proceed by the moil convenient route 
to the troops of Convention. I have 
the honour to be, with all due re- 

Your Excellency's moft obedient 
fervant, * 

George Washington. 
His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton* 

Head Quarters j Trederickjburg t Nov* 

. 27* J 778. 
Sir, 
I do myfelf the honour of tranA 
fniuing to your Excellency the in- 
clofed copy of an acl: of Congrefs of 
the 19th inftant, in anfwer to the 
proportions made ifi your letter of 



the 10th. Id order to negocfate ad 
exchange on the principles therein 
mentioned, Lieutenant-colonels Har- 
rifon and Hamilton, of the army 
•nder my command, will meet Co- 
lonels O'Hara and Hyde at Amboy, 
on Monday the 7th of December* at 
1 1 o'clock, with proper powers. 

I would propofc, as the means of 
expediting bufinefs, that our refpec- 
tive Commiflaries of prifoners fhoul^ 
attend at the fame time and place, to 
carry into execution what (hall bf 
determined by the Commiffioners* 
I have the honour to be with due 
refpeft, Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant. 

George Washington. 

P. S. If your Excellency fhould 
chufe to return me an anfwer, your 
letter will have the moft ready con- 
veyance by way of Elizabeth-town. 
His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton. 

In Congrefs > November 19, 1 778. 
Refolved, That General Waflung-* 
ton be empowered and directed to 
appoint Commiffioners and fix the 
time and place of their meeting, to 
confer with the Commiffioners ap- 
pointed, or to be appointed, by Sif 
Henry Clinton, or other the Com- 
mander in Chief of the Britifh forces 
in America, on behalf of his Britan- 
nic Majefty, on the exchange pro- 
Kfed by Sir Henry Clinton, in his 
:ter to General Washington of the 
10th inftant, of the officers in the 
fervice of thefe States, now prifoners 
in the actual pofteffion of the enemy, 
or put on parole, for the officers and 
men of the troops of the Convention, 
according to their rank and number ; 
officers of equal rank to be fir ft ex- 
changed, after which, if it fhall be 
neceflary, an equivalent of inferior 
for fuperior officers ; and if agree* 
able to fuch equivalent, v all the 
officers of the enemy fhall be ex* 
changed, and a balance of prifoners 
remain in their hands, then an equi* 
valent of privates mail be fettled 
according 
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^according to Ac ouftomary proper- Jly his Excellency Sir HfiNRr Cmw 



<ion, of fachproportion as may* Jje 
agreed An. The Commiffioners lb 
to be> appointed by virtue hereof, to 
inikt report of their proceedings to 
General Wafbingtoa, who is hereby 
authorized and empowered, ficadly to 
ratify the terms of the faid exchange 
on behalf of thefe United States. * 

Reforved, That General Wafoing- 
toh be dtre&ed tocallfortieutenam- 
£eneral Eurgoyne, and other offceers 
of the Convention -troops, now pri- 
soners te thefe United States on 
farole, whenever the intereit of the 
Jnited States (hall, jn his opinion, 
fender it neceflary. 

£xtra£t from the Minutes, 

CharxxsThiohson, Sec. 

Sk, December td^ J778* 

1 have received your letter of the 

*7th of laft month, selative to the 

exchange of prisoners propofed by 



ton, Knight of the Meft Homoukt 
able Order of the Bath, Qemeral 
and Commander in Chief of *& hU 
Majeffs forces within the Colonies 
laying on the Atlantic Ocean, from 
Neva 'Seotia to Weft Florida in- 
elufifve, feTf. £ffr. &e+ 

•C# Colonel Charles O'Hara and 
Colonel West Hyde,^ his Ma- 
jeftyUfope guards. 

In purfuance of a proposal made 
by me to General Walhingfoa, ro- 
fpe&ng an exchange of the officers 
of his army who are priipners, for the 
officers and men of the troops of the 
Convention, according to the cuf- 
tomary proportion, or fnch propor- 
tion as may be determined by Com- 
miffioners appointed for this pufpofc 
on both fides ^ 1 do hereby nomi- 
nate and appoint you, Colonel 



me in mine to your Excellency of Charles O'Hara and Colonel Weft 
the ipth ; and in conference there- Hyde, of his Majefty's root-guards, 



of, I mail fend two ■Commiffioners to 
meet the like number on your part, 
at the time and place appointed, 
when I hope both parties will enter 
*ipen the hufinefs propofed, with that 
aeal which' the importance of the 
objeft may reaujre. 

*i propofe fending with my Com- 
miflionei% as is ufual upon finch -oc- 
cafionv one cpmmjffioned officer, one 
Serjeant, and'ejght private oenttnels. 

It is to be underftood, that the 
place of meeting is to be exempt 
ifrom every kind of military operation 
-during the meeting of the £onnnif- 
£oaers. 

For the mare immediate di fpatch 
•of ha fine ft, k may he ueceiftrv thac 
the Commiffioners fhould be autho- 
rized to grant pa/1 ports tinned by 
both- panics* to fitffcr persons that 
may be employed In carrying letter* 
to the Headquarters «f both armies 
to pal's unmolelled, 

I am, with due *eipec% Your Ex- 
cclkccy's jnoft humble krvant, 

H. Clinton* 

Wj Excellency General H*ejhittgtGn. 



Commiffioners on my part for the 
purposes afore faid ; and yon are 
accordingly to treat, determine* and 
agree with a like number of Com* 
miffioners of fuitable rank on the 
part of General Wafhington, veiled 
with fimilar powers to thofc herein 
contained, upon all matters what- 
foever, relative to the exchange of 
prifoners before mentioned* 

For all which this ftiall bato yon, 
Colonel Charles O'Hara and Colonel 
Weft Hyde, a fufficient warrant, and 
your engagements h concluded upon, 
will, upon condition of their being 
mutually interchanged, be finally 
ratified on my part. 

Given under my hand and fcal, at 
Head- quarters, in New- York, the 
7th day of December, 1778. 

H. CtlNTON. 

By his Excellency's command, 

Jokk'Smit^h, Sec. 

My his Excellency Georoe Wash- 
ington, Ej'q. General and Com* 
manderJn Chief of the forces of the 
United States of American 



Digitized by 



Google 



( ?5« 

to Lieutenant-colonel Robert Han- 
son Harrison, and Lieutenant- 
cohntl Alexander Hamilton. 
His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton 
having by a letter to me of the loth 
inftant made a propofitlon to the fol- 
lowing effeft, viz. " to exchange the 
officers of our army who are prifon- 
crs on parole or otherwife in hu pof- 
feffion, for officers and men of the 
troops of the Convention, according 
to thecuftomary proportion, or ac- 
cording to fuch- proportion as might 
be determined by Commiffioners ap- 
pointed on both fides," 

And *he Honourable the Congrefs 
having authorized me, by an Aft 
paffed on the 19th inftant, " to ap- 
point Commiffioners to confer with 
fuch as are or may be appointed by 
Sir Henry Clinton, on the exchange 
.propofed by him ; anfi diretted that 
officers of equal rank be firft exchang- 
ed ; after which, if it (hould be ne- 
ceflary, an equivalent of inferior for 
-fupcrior officers ; and if agreeable 
to fuch equivalent, all. the officers of 
the enemy mall be exchanged, and 
a balance of prifoners remain in their 
hands, then an equivalent of privates 
is to be fettled according to the 
cuftomary proportion, or fuch pro- 
portion as may be agreed on." 

In virtue of thefe powers, you the 
faid Robert Hanfon Harrifon arid 
Alexander Hamilton, are appointed, 
\ and I dx> hereby appoint you Com- 
miffioners to repair to Amboy, in the 
State of New Jerfey, on Monday the 
- 7th of December, then and there, 
or at fuch other place as mall be af- 
terward mutually agreed on, to con- 
fer, agree, and determine, with the 
Commiffioners nominated, or to be 
nominated, by Sir Henry Clinton, 
and who (hall be properly authorized, 
upon an exchange of pnioners, 
agreeable to the terms of the faid re- 
cited Aft. 

For which.this (hall be your war- 
* rant; and your engagements being 
mutually interchanged, mall be ra- 
tinea and confirmed by me . t 



) 



Given under my hand an4 feal, n% 
Head-quarters, * this 30th day of 
November, Anno Domini 177$. 

George Washington. 
By his Excellency's command, 

Tench Tilghman. 
Copy of a Utter from Colonels O'H a r a 
". and Hyde' to Lieutenant -colonels ' 
Harrisoj? ^Hamilton. 
Amboy, \itb of December* 1778, 

Gentlemen,' 
We cannot fufficiently lament, that 
the purpofes of our meeting, you 
will pardon us for obferving, have 
been defeated, by a lefs generous arid 
extenfive conltru£ion of the refolu,- 
tions of Congrefs of the i£th d*f 
November, than the view in wnich 
we had confidered them. ^ ^ . 

Every fenfe of honour, juftice, and 
humanity, make it impoffible \6 
acquiefce in a propofal which might 
lead to fepajatethe officers from the 
private foldiers, by exchanging the 
former, and fuffering the latter to 
remain in captivity.— Companions in 
their more fortunate hours, they mull 
be equally fharers of affliction f -^ 
Such cruel and unprecedented dif T 
tinclions, between men who have 
equally a claim upon the favour and 
protection of their Country, we are 
certain, your own feelings as officers 
and men would condemn. ^ You will 
corifequently not be furprized, that 
we cannot aiTent to the partial mode 
of exchange propofed. 

We beg leave therefore to acquaint 
you, that we intend returning to 
New- York to-morrow, ta make our 
report to Sir Henry Clinton.— Let 
us flatter ourfelves, that fome expe- 
dient may Be immediately embraced 
by both parties, upon fuch honour- 
able, humane, and difintereded prin- 
ciples, as may give' the moil fpeedy 
and ample relief, to every order of 
unfortunate men concerned. 

We are, Gentleinen, 
(Signed) Charles O'Hara, 
West "Hyde. 
To Lieut enent -colonels Harrifon and 
Hamilton* 

JtnfvMf, 
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* &nf<wtr t io the fitegQing letter* 

Amboy y December \z> 1778- 
Gehtlemen, 

1Ve have read the letter with which 
you were pleaftd to favour us this 
afternoon. 

We join with you in lamenting 
that the purpofe of our meeting has 
teen frustrated ; and we afliire you; 
that it is to us matter of equal con- 
cern and furprize tb findj that there 
Aould be a difference in our refpec- 
tive conductions of the refolve to 
which you refer, perfuaded as we 
were, that the terms of that refolve 
Were too fimple and precife to admit 
of more than one interpretation, we 
did not even fufpect it poffible to 
differ about its meeting ; and the 
objects of our meeting having been 
delineated in a manner which ap- 
peared to us perfectly clear and ex- 
£licij^f we had no expectation of the 
difficulty which has occurred in car- 
rying them into execution. 

You will not be furprifed that this 
fhould have been the cafe, when you 
recur to the circumftances that pro- 
duced our meeting ; we beg leave to 
recall them to your view. Sir Henry 
Clinton, in his letter of the 10th of 
November, propofed to General 
Washington, an exchange of our 
officer^, prifoners in his hands, for 
officers and men of the Convention 
troops. ^— * General Wafhington re* 
plied, that he did not think himfelf 
authorized to accede to the propofal, 
but would refer it to Congrefs, and 
communicate their decifion. In a 
fubfequent letter of the 27th, he 
tranfmitted the refolve in queftion as 
an anfwer to the proportion con- 
tained in Sir Henry's letter of the 
loth, " at the fame time announc- 
ingour appointment^ Commiffioners, 
to negociate an exchange on the prin- 
ciples therein mentioned."— The lan- 
guage of the refolve was literally this, 
to exchange " the officers in the fer- 
Vice of the United States, prifoners 
in the actual pofleflion of the enemy, 



or out on parole, fbr the officers and 
men of the troopBof the Convention,^ 
according to their rank and number : ; 
officers of equal rank to be firft ex- 
changed, after which, if it ihall be 
neceflary, an equivalent of inferior* 
for fuperior officers, and if agreeably 
to foch ari equivalent, all the officers 
of the enttny (hall be exchanged, and 
a balance of prifoners remain in their 
hands, then ati equivalent of privates 
fhall be fettled, according to the cuf- 
tomary proportion, or fuch propor- 
tion as may be agreed on*'V Sir 
Henry Clinton* in his letter of the 
2d inftant, acknowledged the receipt 
of the foregoing, and con fen ted, " in 
confluence* " to a meeting of Conx- 
miflioners at the time and place ap- 
pointed. 

This* Gentlemen, you willbefen- 
fible could not be coiifidered by us 
otherwife than as an acquiefcence 
with the terms of the refolve ; and 
we appeal to your own candour for 
their perfpicuity and natural import. 
It could not therefore but appear 
ftrange, that at firft fight of our 
powers, without any comment or 
explanation, though they were ex- 
ported not only in the fpim but in 
the letter of the refolve, you at 
once objected to them, and declared 
the purpofe of our meeting had been 
mifunderftood. As the one was only 
a tranfeript of the other, we con- 
ceived from the manner in which the 
objection was raiftd, that it applied 
not to any conduction given to the 
refolve, but to the refolve itfelf. 

How far the feelings of honour, 
juftice and humanity, may be repug- 
nant to a compliance with the pro- 
pofal which has been made; you only 
can determine for yourfelves ; though 
we think it a queftion which might 
have merited an earlier confederation. 

We believe, however, it is not 
very cuitomary to exchange officers 
for privates, when there is a fuffici- 
eot number of officers on both fides 
to exchange for each other ; but that 

L 1 z this 
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rtfb a rathe* a ftcondary expedient 
surie ufe of only where there arc 
officers on one fide, and none on the 
otfter. In the ptefent war the prac- 
tice of exchanging oflkers for private 
men in any tnfc whatever, has not 
yet been known ; and if exchanges 
dondofted without reference to thk 
principle, have heretofore been> 
tnonght confident with jaftice and 
humanity, we can perceive nef fuf- 
skient reafon why a different opinion 
fhoold be entertained at this time. 

With refpeel to any inconvenien- 
ces which you think might attend 
exchanging all the officers of the 
Convention troops, we take the li- 
berty- to repeat what we mentioned 
in our interview this morning, that 
we are willing to exchange as many' 
of them as you may judge proper fof 
others of equal rank, as far as num- 
bers will extend. 

We beg leave to affureyou, thai 
we ihould be happy to be afforded an 
opportunity of concurring with you 
to ihe uonoft of our power ip mca- 
fitres for extending relief, as far as 
the circumftances of the parties will 
permit, to every order of captivity, 
en principles of humanity and mu- 
' tual advantage. 

We are, Gentlemen, 
Vourmoft obedient humble fervants, 

RoKEfcT H. HARRfcSON, 
ALEXANDER HaMI£TON. 

Ctlonth O'HajiX and Hvn». 

Xtport of Cdtmtls G'H ara and 
KxDtteSir HenitClinton. 
KtwrY.ork, Dec. I $, 1778. 
Sir, 
In obedience to your Command % 
we met on Friday laft the nth in- 
flate, at Perth Amboy, Lieutenant- 
colonels HarrHbn and Hamilton, de- 
puted by General Waihington to 
treat whh us on the feveral matters 
refpeAmg the propofed comraiflion. 
After the ufual forms of reading, 
and mutually interchanging copies 
of the authorities under which we 



were to a&itefpeffirdy, tbr Buflrtefs 
was commenced by our, obferving, 

■ That their commifCons ap- 
peared to us a literal copy of the re-, 
folution of the Congrefs, of the igtk 
of November, relative to the aftair 
before as ; that if they were hot at 
liberty, whicfe we could not conceive 
poffible, of departing from* the line: 
prefcribed to them, we could no 
give our confent to the partial mode of 
the exchange propofed r as it was inad- 
miflible upon every principle of for- 
mer precedent,, honour r juftice, and 
humanity ; that as* our main object 
in the propofed exchange was to re- 
liever as far as we had the means, 
the unfortunate fufferers concerned, 
without diftin&ion of predeli&ion i» 
favour of rank Of fttuation- * we were 
ready to exchange a proportion, a 
moiety, if required, of oui officers 
fer theirs of fuitable rank y and the 
moiety of their officers for fuch a 
proportion of private fbldiers of the 
army of the Convention of Saratoga, 
a* might be agreed on. 

To the foregoing obfervation and 
propoihion, the Commiffioners from 
General Wafhington replied,- -that 
they were not at liberty to purfue any 
other mode in this exchange, than 
the one pointed out ta them in the 
refolurion of the Cougreft ; that if 
the exchange could not take place in 
the whole, but in part only, that 
the refolution of the Congrefs al- 
ready mentioned, authorized them 
(o make an exchange of whatever 
number of officers might be re- 
quired of them for a like number 
and equal rank of ours ; and the re- 
mainder to continue prisoners till 
fome future arrangement might be 
determined on V but would not cod*- 
feat to the exchanging any of the 
private foldiers for onkers, unlefe 
there fhould remain a balance of their 
officers in our pofleffion, after ex- 
changing all thofe of the Convention) 
army. 

As we indttftrioufly avoided giving 
offence 
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dftnce by making comments upon 
the refolutions of their Congrefs, or 
any matter that was propofed by 
General Waihington's Commiffioh- 
ers, we did not chink ourfelves at 
liberty to make a Tery obvious and 
natural remark upon that part of the 
refolutions of the Congrefs, where 
they fay, that they will exchange 
officers for private foldiers, if there 
fiiould remain a balance of their of-' 
ficers in our hands after the whole 
©f bar officers mould be exchanged. — * 
The Congrefs were, well apprized 
that this part of their resolutions 
could never operate^ as they mull 
know that the number of officers of 
the Convention army were nearly" 
equal to their officers, prifoners with" 
as, and that at this time we have a 
very inconsiderable number of their 
private men prifoners* , 

.We will not'trouble your Excel-' 
lency, with a recapitulation in this 
report of our reafons for not ac- 
quiefcing in the propofal of General 
Wafhington's Commiflioners, as they 
are contained in our letter to thofe 
Gentlemen, a copy of which is an- 
nexed, fetting forth the grounds upon 
which we declined taking any fleps 
in this bufinefs ; and our intention 
6f returning to New- York to have 
the honour of making our report to 
you as foon as poffible — We inclofe 
for your Excellency's information a 
copy of General Wafhington's com- 
miiCon, directed to Lieutenant-colo- 
nels Harrifon and Hamilton, as the 
authority under which they were to 
aft ; ana likewife a letter from thofe 
Gentlemen, in anfwer to ours al- 
, ready mentioned* 

Give ns leave, Sir, to return you 
our moil fincere acknowledgments for 
the honour intended us in our pro- 
pofed commiflion, which we can ne- 
ver fuffidently regret not having been 
carried into execution, when we con- 
<iider the magnitude of the object, 
and how very. fortunate we Ihould 
vhave thought ourfelves, could we 



have contributed in the fmaflefl de- 
gree to its accomplishment. 

We have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your Excellency's 
Moft humble and obedient Servants, 
Charles O'Haha* 
Whst Hyde. 
His Excellency Sir Henry Cuhtok,* 
&c. 

Philadelphia, December 26. 
New-York, Gather 31, 177^ 

Sir, 
Agreeable to my letter of the 28th- 
inftant, per Mr. Keene, I am to ac- 
quaint you of my having received 
his Excellency the Commander in^ 
Chiefs orders to fummon all your* 
officers who are prifoners at home on 
their paroles, to repair immediately 
into New- York ; of which you will 
take the moll fpeedy and effectual 
i>eafure$ to inform them. 
: I am, Sir, your moil obedient, 
] Moil humble fervant, 

JOSHVA LoRINp* 

Com. Gen. Prifoners. 

Colonel Scatty* 

The Gentlemen (a lift of whofe 
names are annexed) are required 
itrictly to comply with the requifition 
contained in the above letter. Should 
any, through great indifpofition'of 
body or other unlurmountable dif- 
ficulty, be prevented from returning 
forthwith agreeable to their paroles, 
it is prefumedthey will make a pro- 
per report as early as poflible. 

John Beattt, 
Com. Gen. Prifoners. 
Prince+tcwn, November 12, 177S. 
Return of officers at borne on parole, 
October 12, 1778. 

General William Thompfon- 

Colonels, Robert Magaw, Michael 
Swoop, David Potter, William Coats, 
George Matthews, George Baylor, 
Nicholas Hpufeger. 

Lieutenant-colonels, Peter Keen- 
lein, Nicholas Lutz, John Ely, 
Thomas Ramfay, TJiomas Reynold*, 
Chriftopher Green. # 

Majorl^ 
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Majors, Aquilla Giles 
Murray, William Dark, Enoch Ed- 
wards, William Ellis, Oliver Towles. 

Brigade- majors, Daniel Haramit, 
Ebenezer Bement. 

Captains, Edward Bulkley, John 4 
Willis, Moore Fauntleroy, Samuel 
Fifher, John Spotfwood, Aaron Chew, 
Thomas Hewitt, Alexander Bald- 
win. 

Lieutenants, Samuel Dodge, John 
Stotfbury, William Cohbon, Jacob 
Bright, Edward Hall, Henry Jeans, 
John Connelly, Peter Wifer, Benja- 
min Hickox, Samuel Willcox. 

Enfigns, Giles Mumfotd, Elihu 
Hall, Andrew Thompfon, Andrew 
24'Minn, John Spear. 

Adjutant, Daniel Kennedy. t 

Deputy Adjutant-general, Solo* 
noon Bum. 

Commiflary-gencralMufters, Gun- 
ning Bedford. 

Chaplain, Cordel. 

P. 5. The printers in the different 
States are requefted to give this Turn- 
Bions an early publication. 

In Congrefs, Dec. 16, 1778. ^ 

Congrefs took inte consideration 
the proceedings of the General Court- 
martial on the trial of Major-general 
St. Clair ; whereupon, 

Refolved, That the fentence of the 



Francis wealth of Pennsylvania, waked oil 
his Excellency General Wamington* 
when his Excellency the Prefident 
addrefTed him in the following words t ' 
May it pUafe yottr Excellency y 
AddrefTes are too often thd lan- 
guage of unmeaning compliment and 
empty ceremony ; but we approach 
you", Sir, with far different fenti- 
ments, fuch as become freeman, in 
the hour of grautiidd and aiftf&iori 
to exprefs, and a patriot General to 
receive. The prefent cohteft is the 
moft important to the liberty of 
mankind that has ever happened in 
the world* And while we acknow* 
ledge with reverence the favour of 
Providence in other refpefls, we can- 
not overlook its goodnefs lA giving 
and preferring a life endeared to A* 
merica by a fefies of fervices, virtues 
and fuccefTes, which have yet no pa- 
rallel in the annals of mankind. 

Pennfylvania, Sir, in particular, 
has had top recent experience "of the 
bleflings flowing from thefe fervices 
and virtues, to be filent when the 
capital is again favoured by your 
pretence. And we exprefs our own 
and the feelings of her virtuous fons, 
whom we now have the honour to 
reprefent but too imperfettly, while 
we offer our moft ardent wifhes, that, 
as you have been the great deliverer 
of our common country, you may 



General Court-martial, acquitting 

Major-general St. Clair with the „ __. .. ___, y)F / ,_ . y 

kxgheft honour of the charges ex- long live its firft and moft illuftrious 

kibited againft him, be, and is here- citizen ; and at a late, a very late 



by confirmed 

Ordered, That this refolution be 
tranfmitted to the Commander , in 
Chief. 

Extraft from the Minutes. 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 

On Tuefday fe'ennight his Excel- 
lency George Wafhington, Efq. Ge- 
neral and Commander in Chief of 
the forces of the United States of 
America, arrived at Philadelphia, 
and on Thurfday following his Ex- 
cellency the President, the Honour- 
able Vice-prefident, and the Supreme 
Executive Couacil of the Common- 



hour, receive the reward which Hea- 
ven alone can beftow upon merit fo 
tranfeendant. 

To which his Excellency General 
Wafhington replied, 
Mr. Prefident and Gentlemen of the 
Council^ 

I feel myfelf at a lofs to exprefs 
the grateful fenfe J have of the too 
indulgent teftimony of the attention 
and efteem with which you have been 
pleafed to honour me in your polite 
addreft. If my well-meant endea- 
vours in this important conteft have 
been in any degree conducive to the 

fafety 
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fykty of America in general, or the 
advantage of this State in particular, 
they are more than repaid by fo flat- 
tering and honourable a mark of the 
approbation of its virtuous citizens. 
My reverence for the Reprefentatives 
of the people makes me happy in 
receiving it through that channel, 
and .my firlt with is, by frefh proofs 
pf my zeal, to juftify a continuance 
of their confidence, I ardently hopp, 
that a perfeverance in the fame pa- 
triotic difpofitions and exertions 
throughout thefe Stages, which have 
> already brought our affairs fo far 
towards aprofperous conclufion, will 
fpeedily crown them with Hna| fuc- 
cefs, and eftablifh the bappinefs of 
our common country on the firm bafis 
of peace, freedom and independence, 
Philadelphia* January 7. * 

The A/lembiy of' Maryland haye 
acceded to the confederation. 
, InCongrefs, January 2, I779. 

Whereas thefe United §tates, un- 
provided with revenues, and not 
heretofore in a condition to raife 
them, have, irj the courfe of the 
prefent war, repeatedly been under 
the neceflky of emitting bills of cre- 
dit, for the redemption of which the 
faith of thefe United States has been 
folemnjy pledged ; and the credit of 
which their honour and fafety, as 
well aajuftice, is highly concerned 
to fupportand eftablifh. And where- 
as to that end it is eflentially necef- 
fary to ascertain the period of their 
redemption, and feafonably to efta- 
blifh funds, which, in due time, 
without diftrefling the people, fhall 
make'' adequate provifton for the 
fame. And whereas, in apportion- 
ing the payments for the laid fund, 
it is expedient that an extra fum be 
called for the current year, both on 
account of the prefent cafe of paying : 
it, and to reduce the furplus in cir- 
culation. Therefore refolved, that 
thefe* United States be called on to 
pay in their refpeclive quotas of fif- 
teen millions of dollars in the year 



J776, and of fix millions of dollar* 
annually for 18 years from and after 
the year 1779* as a fund for finking 
the emiflions and loans of theie 
United States to the 31ft day of 
December. 1778, inclufive. 

That if the continuance and c&y 
cumilanccs of the War fhall make an/ 
farther emiflions neceflary the year 
enfuing, they (hall be funk in thf 
manner and within the period afore* 
faid. 

That any of the bills emitted by 
fpder of Congrefs, prior to the year 
1780, and no others, be received in 
payment of the faid quotas. 

That the bills received on the faid 
quotas, except thpfe for the year 
1779, be applied firil for payment 
of the intereft, and fecondly of the 
principal of loans made by thefe 
United States prior to the year 1780. 
and that the refidue, together with 
thofe received on the quotas of the 
year 1779, be not re-iflued, but 
burned and deilroyed as Congrefs 
fhall direft. 

And whereas many counterfeits 
have appeared in circulation, of va- 
rious denominations, of the enuffioas 
of May 20, 1 777, and April ir, 
1 778, and counterfeits of thefe emif- 
fions have lately been iflued by our 
enemies at New- York, and are found 
to be fpreading and eacreafing fait 
in various parts of thefe United 
States ; whereby individuals are de- 
frauded, prices enhanced, and the 
credit of the paper currency greatlj 
injured ; and it is become neceflarf. 
for the fecurity of individuals and 
fafety of the public, that thofe two 
emiflions fhould ceafe to be a circus 
lating medium, and mould be called 
in and exchanged, or otherwife pro- 
vided for as may be with convenience 
to the prefent holders, 
Therefore 

Refolved, That the following bills 
be taken out of circulation, namely, 
the whole emiflions of May 20, 1777* 
and April 1, 1778. - 

That 
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That they be brought ia for that 
purpofe in the manner hereafter pro- 
vided by the firft day of June next, 
and not afterwards redeemable. 

That they be received for debu 
and taxes into the Continental trea- 
sury, and into the ftate treafuries for 
Continental taxes, until the. firft day 
«f June next. 

That they be received until the 
firft day of June next, into the Con- 
tinental loan offices, either on loan 
or to be exchanged at the election 
of the owners, for other bills of the 
like tenor, to be provided for that 
purpofe. 

That the bills lodged in the faid 
offices to be fo exchanged, be there 
regiftered, and indented certificates 
thereof given to the owners by the 
refpective comznUfioners of the faid 
offices. 

That the coromiffioners of the loan 
offices make returns to the treafury 
board, immediately after the firft 
day of Juae next, of the amount of 
the bills received into their refpec- 
tive offices to be exchanged as afore- 
said, and that proper bills to exchange 
the fame be farnifhed and ready to 
be delivered out at their faid offices, 
within fixty days from and after the 
laid firft day of June. 

That the firft- mentioned bills, as 
they are brought into the treafuries 
and loan offices, be immediately 
crofted and ftracfc through with a 
circular punch of one inch diameter, 
to be afterwards examined and burn- 
ed, as Congrefs-fhall direct. 

Extract from the Minutes, 
Cuailes Thomson, Sec. 

JPy his Excellency R a wx i n s Low v d e s , 

£/$• Prffident mnd Commander in 
Chief of the Stateof South Carolina, 
A PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas in the night of the 6th 
jnftant a snoft violent riot was com- 
mitted in Charles- town, and;thegood 
people thereof alarmed and difturbed 
with the firing of cannon and fmall 



arms, between the American Galon 
and the failors of foreign nations, by 
which fome lives were loft, and (everal 
ferfons wounded, to the great fcandal 
of Government, and the reproach of 
the laws : and whereas, in fuch a 
fcene ef general diforder and con* 
fufion among the number of perfons 
collected together, it is difficult to 
ascertain and diflangwfh thole, whe 
began, aided, and promoted the riot* 
from thofe who aflembled for the 
laudable purpofe of preventing and 
«ppofing it, and maintaining the 
public peace: and whereas, from 
some guns iked from the wharf, one 
perfon going on board the fhip Count 
de Narbonne, Capt. Bell, lying at 
the end of Burn's Wharf, was killed, 
and another dangeronfly wounded, 
fuppofed to be done by fome perfon 
or peribns concerned on the faid* 
wharf, behind a heap of fhingles 
lying there. In order to detect and 
bring to condign ponlmmeat the 
authors, promoters, and encoaragers 
of this rrtoft daring and outrageous 
behaviour, and to o&over the per- 
fons who actually fired the guns from 
behind the mingles, which killed 
and wounded two men coming on 
board the faid (hip, I.have thought 
fit, by the advice of the honourable 
the privy council, to iflue this my 
Proclamation, offering a reward of 
one thoufand ponnds to any porfqn 
or perfons (except the party concern* 
ed) who will give information againft, 
and profecute the offenders guilty 
of the faid offence, or either of them: 
and 1 do charge and require all ma- 
giftrates and ^eace-afficers, and all 
other good citizens of this State, to 
be vigilant and a£Hve in fuppreffing 
and preventing ail riots, difturbances, 
unlawful and tumultuous meetings 
againft the public peace, and to dif- 
countenance and difcourage, by all 
lawful means in their power, all in- 
decent, illiberal, and national re- 
flections, againft the fubjecls of his 
Moft Chriitian Majefty, our' great 

and 
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and gftod ally* as tending to excite 
refentment and ill-will among thoft 
"whom, by intereft, treaty, and alli- 
ance, we are bound to regard as 
friends, and who are particularly 
entitled to our favour and protection. 
Given under my hand, and the 
great feal of the State of South- 
Carolina aforefaid, at Charles-town, 
this eighth <iay of September, in the 
year of our Lord one thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy-eight. 

Rawlins Lowndes. 
Mejfage from the Prefident, 
Mr* Speaker, and Gentlemen of the 

General JJfembly, 
Two nights ago a very great riot 
and difturbance happened in this 
town, which very much alarmed the 
, inhabitants, and obliged the militia 
to be under arms a confiderable part 
of the night. It proceeded from a 
quarrel amongft the failors, where 
the refentmcnt was carried to fuch a 
height, as to produce open hoftilities 
and fight, with fire arms ; the French 
failors from their vefTels, and the 
American Tailors, and others, from 
the ihore : the lofs of feveral lives 
was the confequence, and many are 
wounded. I recommend, gentlemen, 
to you, to form fome regulations, 
which may prevent thefe abufes, 
which threaten very fatal confequen- 
ces ; and* that fome means may be 
adopted, to prevent that illiberal and 
national abufe, which too often is 
ufed towards foreign nations by our 
failors, and which naturally excites 
refentment and ill-blood, and, in its 
confequences, terminates in riot and 
diiturbance. 

Rawlins Lowndes. 
Mtb Sept. 1778. 

Mejfage to the Prejident. 
In the General JJfembly, the 1 zth day 
of September, 1778. 
May it pUafeyour Excellency, 
In aniwer to your Excellency's 
meflage of the 8th inflant, relative to 
•the riot in the evening of Sunday 
Iaft, the Houfc informs your Excel- 
Vol VIL 



) 

lency, that they have appointed a 
committee to revife the laws relative 
to feamen in the port of Charles-town, 
and to confider of ways and means to 
fupprefs riots in the faid town, and 
doubt not that fuch meafures will 
be adopted as mail fecure peace and 
good order in future. They cannot 
but expreft the great concern with 
which they are affected, that the 
flighted diiTentions or animofities 
mould prevail between any citizen of 
America and the fubje&s of our great 
and illaftrious ally ; and are con- 
fident, that no ftep will be left unef- 
fayed, by your Excellency, to obtain 
the molt complete intelligence, as to 
the firft movers in the riot, by order- 
ing a full examination to be taken, 
from people of every country, who 
may poflibly throw a light upon the 
enquiry; and that your Excellency 
will ultimately be enabled to bring 
fuch perfons to juftice as fhall appear 
deferving of punifhment. And we 
ajjure your Excellency, we will make 
ample provifion for any expences that 
may be incurred in fuch inveftigation, 
and for any rewards that your Excel- 
lency has already offered, or may find 
neceflary further to offer, on the oc- 
cafion. 

By order of the Houfe, 

Thomas Bee, Speaker. 

St* James's, March 17, 1779* 
Copy of a letter from Major-general 
Mxjnro to the Lord Wif count 
Weymouth, his Majefiy*s Prin- 
cipal Secretary of State, 

Pondicherry, QcloberiJ, 1778. 
My Lor^f 
I have the honour to inform your 
Lordfhip of the fuccefs of the Eaft- 
India Company's troops againft Pon- 
dicherry, altera fiege of two months 
and ten days from the firft in veiling 
of the place. The town furrenderea 
by capitulation on the 17th of Octo- 
ber, and I have fent herewith the 
terms of capitulation. I have to re- 
queft your Lordfhip will be pleated 
Mm to 
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to lay them before his Majefty ; and 
as I have been fo fortunate as to have 
had the honour of commanding troops 
that have reduced a place of fuch 
confequence to the Britifh fettlements 
in India, my utmoft wifh now is, to 
have his Majefty's approbation of my 
conduct. As your Lordfhip may wifh 
to be informed of the operations of 
the troops during the fiege, I have 
the honour to fend you the following 
account : 

On the 8th of Auguft, part of the 
troops intended for the hege encamp- 
ed on the Red Hill, within four 
miles of Pondicherry ; but it was 
the 2 1 ft before a fufikient number of 
troops were aftemhled Co that we 
could attempt to advance. On this 
cay we took poilcfllon of the bound 
hedge, within cannon fhot of Pondi- 
cherry, which prevented all commu- 
nication with the town by land. On 
the 6th and ;th of September we broke 
ground, both on the north and fouth 
iide of the town, it having been de- 
termined to carry on two attacks ; 
and on the i8th we opened our bat- 
teries with 28 pieces of heavy artil- 
lery, and 27 mortars. Though our 
fite on the town was very great, yet 
the enemy's was equally fo on us 
from day-break 'till towards the even- 
ing, when our batteries had appa- 
rently the advantage, and the fire 
from the fortrefs decreafed gFeatly. 
The approaches were continued with 
the utmoft expedition poflible ; but 
the obftinate defence of the garrifon 
made it neceflary to act with caution, 
and the violent rains that fell retard- 
ed the works. A gallery being car- 
ried into the ditch to the Touthward, 
a breach made in the baftion called 
L'Hofpital, and the faces of the ad- 
jacent baftions being alfo deftroyed, 
it was refolved to pafs the ditch by 
means of a bridge of boats made for 
the purpofe, and to afTault the place ; 
while, on the north attack, our bat- 
teries had ruined the eaft face of the 
north-weft baftion, and a float was 



prepared to pals the troops over the 
ditch at the fame time ; another at- 
tack was to have been made on the 
fea-fide to northward, .where they 
had ftockades running into the wa- 
ter. This was intended to have been 
put into execution the 15 th of Octo- 
ber before day-light ; but in the fore- 
noon of the 14th, the water in the 
ditch to the fouthward was fo raifed by 
the rains for two or three days be- 
fore, that it forced itfelf into the 
gallery, broke it down, and damag- 
ed the boats intended for the bridge. 
It required two days to repair the 
damage done ; and every thing being 
ready for the afTault, it would have 
taken place on the 17th ; but on the 
1 6th, M. Bellecombe fentme a letter 
by his Aid-de-Camp, M. de Villette, 
relative to a capitulation, which was 
figned by both parties the next day. 

The gallant defence made by M. 
Bellecombe will ever do him honour ; 
and I beg leave, in juftice to the 
troops I had the honour to command, 
to aflure your Lordlhip, that they 
atfed with the moft determined refo- 
lution on every occafion. I am in a 
moft particular manner obliged to- 
Sir Edward Vernon, and his Majef- 
ty's Tquadron, who moft chearfuily 
gave every afliftance during the whole 
fiege ; and when the afTault was re- 
folved on, Sir Edward landed his 
marines, and two hundred Teamen to 
afiift in the attack. 

I have the honour of Tending your 
Lordfhip herewith a return ot the 
killed and wounded on both fides, 
together with a lift of cannon and 
ftores taken in Pondicherry, 

Thefe diTpatches will be delivered 
to your Lordfhip by Enfign Rum- 
bold, of the 6th regiment of foot, 
who obtained his Majefty's leave to 
come to India with his father, the 
Governor of this fettlement. He has 
acted as one of my Aid-de-Caxnps 
lince I have been on this coall ; and 
as I have great reafon to be perfectly 
fatished with his conduct, I beg leav« 

to 
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to recommend him to your Lordfhip 
as a young man of merit. He takes 
with him the colours of Pondicherry, 
to have the honour of laying them 
at his Majefty's feet. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Hector Munro. 

Capitulation for Pondicherry* 
Preliminary Article. 

Mr. De Bellecombe, Major-gene- 
ral in his Moft Chriftian Majeily's 
armies, General Commandant of the 
French eflablifhmenis in the Indies, 
Governor of Pondicherry, propbfes 
to Major-general Munro, com- 
manding the Engiifh army; to fur- 
render the place the 25 th of this 
month, if before that period he does 
not receive any fuccoiir ; and re- 
quires, that in the mean time hofli- 
Iities be fufpended on both fides, as 
alfo the works, and that -there ihall 
not be any communication between 
the befiegers and befieged. * 

Anfv T *»lr. The fort of Pondicherry 
muft be delivered up at twelve o'clock 
to-morrow at noon, and the Britifh 
troops put in pofleffion of the Velle- 
nore gate at that time. 

Art. I. The officers on the ftaif, 
the garrifon, and other military per- 
fons defending Pondicherry, ihall 
have the honours of war: they Ihall 
retire by the fea-port with their arms 
and baggage, colours flying, drums 
beating, lighted matches, with fix 
cannons, two caft mortars, which 
ihall be put on board the veflel in 
which M. De Bellecombe fhall em- 
bark ; each piece (hall have fix 
charges, and each foldier have fif- 
teen cartouches. 

Anfwer, Thegallant defence made 
by Major-general Bellecombe and his 
garrifon, juftly demands every mark 
of honour : the garrifon are therefore 
allowed to march put of the Velle- 
nore gate with the honours of war ; 
they will, on the Glacis, pile up 
their arms by order from their own 
officers, where they will leave them, 
with their drums, the cannon and 



mortars. The officers in general are 
allowed to keep their arms ; and the 
regiment of Pondicherry, at General 
Bellecombe's particular requeft, are ' 
allowed to keep their colours. 

Art. II All the officers and fol- 
diers, as well of the regiment of Pon- 
dicherry as of the ar.illery, and. of, 
the Seapoys and their fuite, as'a-fo 
the Caffres and Mallays belonging 
to the artillery (who are free) fhali 
be fent, at the charge of jiis Bri* 
tannic Majefty, and as commodioufly 
as poffible, to the Ifle of France, in 
Engiifh veflels, well and duly vic- 
tualled. The faid officers and fol- 
diers Ihall take with them all their 
eftecls, without being examined, and 
their fervants and (laves ; and thofe 
who are married, Ihall have the liberty 
of taking away their families. In 
the number, oi officers above-men- 
tioned, who are to be fent to the Ifle 
of France at the charge of his Bri- 
tannic Majefty, M. Dione, Major 
of Infantry, an inhabitant at Bour- 
bon, now at this place, fhall be in- 
cluded 

Anfwer. All the European of- 
ficers and foldicrs fhall proceed to 
Madrafs, where, or in its neighbour- 
hood,, they will be properly accom- 
modated till fuch time as (hips can 
be provided by the Government of 
Madrafs to tranfport them to France, 
which fhall be done as expeditioufly 
as poffible. The Caffres, Seapoys, 
and Mallays, mail deliver up their 
arms, and be allowed to go where 
they pleafe. Whatever relates to 
private property, families and flaves 
of the officers and foldiers, is granted. 
M. Dione, Major of infantry, mail 
be provided with a paflage to the Ifle 
of" France. 

Art, III. The treatment Stipu- 
lated by the preceding Article, fhall 
equally take part for the tranfpor- 
tation to France, or to the Ifle of 
France, at their choice, of all the 
other military perfons, officers of 
government, of the Superior Cou/i- 

M m 2 
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til and other Cotfrts of Juftice ; and 
thofe for the affairs of the India 
Company; the writers, clerks/and 
others in the fcrvice ; and in general 
for all perfons who are or have been 
employed in the King's fcrvice, in 
*hat quality foever. 

Anfwer. Anfwered in what re- 
lates to the military in the foregoing 
article. Granted as to the reft ; and 
fhips fhall be provided by the Go- 
vernment of Madrafs. 

A*t. IV. The molt commodious 
veffel fhall be chofen and well vie- 
tualled, at the charge of his Britannic 
Majefty, to carry to France, by the 
xnoft direft pafiage, M. de Belle- 
combe, his family, his Aids-de-camp, 
and the perfons whom he (hall think 
proper to take with him, as well as 
his domeftics, with all his papers, 
equipages, plate, and baggage, which 
fliall not be fubjett to any examina- 
tion: amongft the faid effects fliall 
be included a large picture of the 
King, which was given to that Ge- 
neral, and which cannot be detained 
upon any pretence whatfoever. 

Anfwer. Granted, attheexpence 
of the Government of Madrafs. 

Art. V. Another veflel fhall be 
provided, to convey to the Jfle of 
France M. des Auvergnes, Brigadier 
of the King's forces, Colonel of the 
regiment of Pondicherry, and his 
Staff Officers. His papers and ef- 
fects, as well as thoie of the faid 
officers, fliall not be fubject to any 
examination; and they may take 
away with diem their fervants and 
flaves. 

Anfwer. ^Proper paffages and ac- 
commodations (hall be provided, at 
the excence of the Government of 



at the charge of his Britannic Ma-* 
jefty, for the paffage to France of 
M. Law de Laurifton, Brigadier of 
the King's forces, ancient Command- 
ant of the French in India ; M. 
Coutameaux, Lieutenant - colonel ; 
M. de Boiftel, Lieutenant-colonel, 
Commandant of JCarical ; M. Ruf- 
fell, Lieutenant-colonel ; M . Leonare, 
Major of infantry, Commandant of 
the corps of Seapoys; and the en-, 
gineers and officers belonging to the 
artillery. They may take away with 
them their families, fervants, an4 
flaves, and embark all their papers 
and effects without examination. 

Anfwer, Granted, at the ex. 
pence of the Government of Madrafs. 

Art. VIL A ftiip fhall in like 
manner be provided, at the charge 



of his Britannic Majefty, for the paf- 
fage to France of M. Cheureau, the 
King's Commiffary, Commiflkry- 
general of the marine, Superintend- 
ant at Pondicherry, with the officers 
of Government, and other perfons 
whom he (hall think proper to take 
with him, and their families and at- 
tendants. This veflel (hall be com- 
modious, and duly victualled. The 
papers, equipages, plate, and bag- 

fage, which M, Cheureau fliall em- 
ark therein, " fhall be exempt from 
any fearch. Proviiion fliall alfo be 
made, with proper attention, at the 
charge of his Britannic Majefty, for 
the paffage to France, or to the Iffe 
of France, of the officers of the Su- 
perior Council, and thofe for the 
affairs of the India Company, and 
other Civil Officers who merit any 
diftinftion ; and they fliall enjoy the 
feme facilities for their families, their 
attendants and baggage, as are ftipu- 



Uie extent* ui uie \juvcrnmcni ui attcnuauia *um uaggo& v, «w 

Madrafs, to tranfport M, Auvergnes, lated in the prefent Article. 



Brigadier-general, and Colonel of 
the regiment of Pondicherry, his 
Staff, and attendants, to France. His 
baggage and papers not to be fearch- 
ed, nor thofe belonging to his Staff. 
Art. VT. The like provifion, 
with due diftinfUon, fliall be made, 



Anfwer. "A proper paffage and 
accommodation will be provided, at 
the expence of the Government of 
Madrafs, for M. Cheureau, and the 
reft of the Gentlemen mentioned in, 
this article. Their baggage and 
papers fhall not be fearched. 
** Art.VIIL 
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, Art. VIM. M. de Bellecombe 
.fhall not be obliged to go to Ma- 
drafs, nor to any other Englifti fet- 
tlement. He fhall not leave Pon- 
*dich*rry till the day of his embar- 
kation, which (hall not exceed the 
month of January, if it cannot take 
place fooner ; and no perfon fhall be 
quartered in the Governor's houfe 
. before his departure. He fhall retain 
therein his guards armed, and all the 
honours of his poftl M. Cheureau 
frail alfo remain at Pondicherry till 
his embarkation, which fhall not be 
later than next January, if it cannot 
take place fooner\ He fhall retain 
the IjitendanVs houfe, without any, 
perfon pretending to be quartered 
therein before his departure. 

Anfwer. Proper houfes and ac- 
commodations fhall be provided for 
• fldajor-general Bellecombe and Mon- 
fieur Cheureau at Madrafs, agreeable 
to their rank and ftation, to which 
place they muft remove within twenty 
days from the figning of the Capitu- 
lation, and will be provided with 
(hips for their paflage in the month 
of January next, or as near it as 
poflible. 

Art. IX. No officer, civil or 
jnilitary, or foldier or failor, fhall be 
fent either to Madrafs, or elfewhere. 
Such as cannot be embarked at the 
fame rime, whether on account of 
ficknefs or otherwife, fhall wait at 
Pondicherry for an opportunity of 
being conveyed to the ihe of France ; 
•and no authority fhall be given in 
any cafe to force, or even to folicit, 
the foldiers or failors to enter into the 
Service of his Britannic Majefly, or 
of the India Company. 

Anfwer. Anfwered in the fecond 
article with regard to the foldiers ; 
the failors in health to proceed to 
Madrafs. Thefickof all denomina- 
tions remaining at Pondicherry, fhall 
J>e taken proper care of. The latter 
part of this Article agreed to. 

Art* X. The treatment and 
ence of the officers, fpldiers, 



and failors, now at Pondicherry, u 
alfo of all other perfons employed in 
the fervice of the King, fhall be fur- 
nifhed at the charges of his Britannic 
Majefty from the day after the pre- 
fent Capitulation until the day. of 
their landing in the iflands of France 
and Bourbon, or in France. Such 
of the faid officers, foldiers, failors, 
and alfo the Topas and Indians, who 
are now ill in our hofpitals, fhall be, 
fubfifted and nurfed there, until their 
perfect recovery, at the charges of 
his Britannic Majefty. 

There fhall be left a writer of the 
marine* and fome officers of health, 
to have an eye to their welfare, and 
take care of them till they are em- 
barked. The fubfiftence of the writer 
of the marine and the officers of health 
above defcribed, fhall be continued at 
the charges of his Britannic Majefty^ 
untH their return to France. 

And as 'all thefe objects may occa- 
fion considerable details, a Commif- 
fary fhall be named to difcharge the 
duties of an Agent, who fhall take 
an account of all receipts and dif- 
burfements which fhall be .made for 
the fubje&s of his Majefty, and who 
fhall be authorized to claim in all 
cafes the execution of the Articles of 
the prefent Capitulation. • 

Anfwer. All European officers, 
foldiers, failors, and all other Euro- 
peans employed in his Moil Chris- 
tian Majefty's fervice, now in Pon- 
dicherry, fhall be properly fubfifted 
at the expence of the Government of 
Madrafs, till they arrive in France^ 
or the lfle of France; what relates 
to the fick, anfwered in the foregoing.^ 
Article. A writer of the marine and 
two officers of health will be allowed - 
to remain and take care of the fkk 4 
and be fubfifted at the expence of the 
Government of Madrafs. The ap- 
pointment of a CommifTary does not 
appear neceflary. 

Art. XL The artillery, arms, am- 
munition, provisions, and in general 
all the effefts of the King, whict : 

fhalj 
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filill be found In this place, fhall 
be truly delivered, after exact in- 
ventories, to the CommifTaries who 
fhall be appointed to receive them in 
the name of his Britannic Majefty. 
Duplicates of thefe inventories fhall 
be tranfmitted in due form to Monf. 
De Belleeombe. 

Anfwer. A CommifTary will be 
named by Major-general Mimro to 
receive all the artillery, arms, am- 
munition, provifions, and in general 
all the effects belonging to his Molt 
ChriiHan Majefty, from the Com- 
miflary appointed by Major-general 
Belleeombe. A regular lift will be 
taken, and a duplicate delivered to 
him. 

Art. XIL The fortifications, the 
Governor's houfe, the magazines, 
and other buildings belonging to the 
Xing, fhall be preferred in their 
prefent ftate, of which there fhall be 
drawn out an account by the chief 
engineer of this place, jointly with 
the CommifTaries of his Britannic 
Majeity, and there fhall be nothing 
deftroyed. 

Anfwer. The fortifications and 
public buildings In Pondicherry fhall 
be in no ways deftroyed, until further 
inftructions are received from Europe. 

Art. XIII. The free exercife of 
the Roman Catholic religion fhall be 
entirely preferved. The churches 
fhall be refpected, the ecclefiaftics 
and religious orders fhall be fupport- 
ed in the full enjoyment of their 
houfes, and all their other property 
and privileges. Protections fhall be 
given to this effect, principally to 
the Apoftolical Prefect, in order that 
he may exercife without fear, and 
with decency, the functions of his 
office. The Miffionaries fhall be at 
liberty to go from place to place, to 
proceed in their respective functions, 
and they fhall receive under the Eng- 
Jifh flag the like protection as they 
enjoyed under the French flag. In 
particular, the Bifhop of Tabraca, 
paw at Pondicherry, fhall have every 



regard paid to him, which he merits 
by his piety Hill more than by his 
dignity. 

Anfwer. Granted as long as they 
behave with propriety, and do not 
endeavour to make converts from 
amongft people profeffing the Pro- 
teftant religion. 

Art. XIV. The officers, civil 
and military, the inhabitants, mer- 
chants, and all other perfons what- 
foever, both Europeans and Indians, 
and thofe of any other nation, actually 
at Pondicherry, and its dependencies, 
as alfo all abfentees,. whofe affairs are 
under the management of Attornies, 
fhall preferve, be fides the freedom 
of their perfons, the entire and peace- 
able right and pofleflion of their 
effects, moveable and immoveable, 
their merchandize, goods and vefTels ; 
and alfo the ufe of their credits and 
contracts, as well at Pondicherry as 
at all other factories or manufactories 
whatfoever : they fhall keep or dif- 
pofe of them to the French of to the 
Englifh, and inveffc them in articles 
for exportation, which they fhall have 
the liberty to fend either to the Ifle 
of France, or to neutral ports, with- 
in the fpace of fifteen months from 
the date hereof,, without being fub- 
jetted to any duties. 

The owners of the vefTel called 
The BrifTon, may difpatch her to the 
J fie of France, under permit, with 
the paflengers and merchandize they 
wifh to embark thereon : and the 
necefTary paffports for this purpofe 
fhall be granted. ' 

Anfwer. Such of the inhabitants, 
who chufe to remain in Pondicherry, 
and who have not been mentioned 
in the foregoing Articles, will, on 
taking the oaths to his Britannic 
Majeity, be allowed to trade under 
the protection of the Britifh flag. 
The private property of all perfons, 
now in Pondicherry, will be fecured 
to them ; fuch as chufe to difpofe of 
their property will be permitted to do 
it, arms and warlike Uoies excepted* 

Granted 
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Granted with refpe£t to the veflel 
called the BrifTon, if (he is proved to 
be private property of the merchants 
of Pondicherry, but liable to infpec- 
tjon with refpecl to her cargo before 
fhe fails from theroad of Pondicherry. 
Art. XV. Such French fubjefts, 
whofe affairs, or the fituation of their 
fortune may require it, fhall be at 
liberty to remain at Pondicherry : 
. they fhall in no wife be molefted, and 
fhall enjoy the fame protection as the 
free fubjefts of his Britannic Ma- 
jefty ; and they fhall be allowed, at 
all times, to go whither they pleafe. 

Anfwer. Granted except to the 
military officers, who muiigo with 
their corps ; but they may leave 
powers of Attorney to perfons to act 
for them. 

Art. XVF. The military, whofe 
affairs require their prefence at Pon- 
dicherry, fhall be permitted to remain 
there, upon obtaining permiffion to 
that effeft from M f de Bellecombe ; 
in which cafe they fhall enjoy the 
favour exprefled in the . preceding 
Article. 

Anfwer. Anfwered in the fore- 
going Article. 

Art. XVII. The inhabitants and 
others, whether Europeans or Indians, 
fhall not be troubled or molefled, 
under any pretence, for having borne 
arms during the fiege of this place, 
as they were compelled thereto, and 
as it is ufual in the Colonies under 
fuch circumflances for every one to 
ferve in the militia. 
Anfwer. Granted. 
Art. XVIII. The deferters of 
both nations fhall be reftored to their 
refpeclive Crowns with promife of 
pardon; but no individual fhall be 
claimed as fuch, for having only re- 
joined the flandard of their nation, 
under which they fhall continue, 
without being inquired after or 
molefled, under any pretext whatever. 
With refpeel to foldiers made prifon- 
ers on both fides, during the fiege, 



they fhall be mutually reftored, what^ 
ever may be the number. 
Anfwer. Granted* 
Art. XIX. All Government pa- 
pers, without exception, fhall remain 
in the pofleflion of Mr. De Belle- 
combe, and fhall be embarked, with- 
out being examined or fearched, on 
board *he fhip that is to carry him to 
France. The fame fhall be obferved 
with regard to thofe of the inten- 
dance, which M. Cheureau will carry 
away with him without being ex- 
amined or fearched, as alfo thofe of 
the Comptroll and Revenue. 

Anfwer. All public papers fhall 
be delivered up to a proper perfon, 
appointed to receive and infpeel: 
them; and fuch as are not found 
neceflary for Government will be re- 
turned to Major-general Bellecombe 
and M. Cheureau. 

Art. XX. The public records, 
eflefts, regifters and papers belong- 
ing to the. Superior Council and 
Courts dependent thereon, minutes 
of the deeds of notaries, and all a&s 
and papers in general, which may 
affeft the fecurky of the condition* 
and fortunes of the citizens, fhall be 
refpetted and preferved ; they fhall 
remain at Pondicherry in the cuftody 
of their prefent poffefTors, for their 
cutfomarv proper ufe, until an op- 
portunity may offer for difpofing of 
fuch valuable effecls, 'till future cir- 
cumflances ihall indicate the proper 
meafures to *be taken for theie im- 
portant objects. 

Anfwer. Granted. 

Art. XXI. The Depofit of pa- 
pers, which regard the fettling of the 
affairs of the India Company, fhall 
be at the difpofal of the Comraiflaries 
of that Company, who fhall be at 
liberty to take the precautions and 
arrangements that they may think 
neceflary for the fecurity of thefe 
papers. 

Anfwer. Granted. 

Art. XXII. The French Euro- 

pean 
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pcttt or Indian fubje&s, who may re- 
main in the French or Englifh places 
and pofleflions, fhall have nothing 
to difcufs with the Indian Princes ; 
and the Englifh Government fhall 
fccure them from all vexations and 
demands from them, granting them 
the fame protection as to the fubjedb 
.of his Britannic Majefty. 

Anfwer. Granted. 

Art. XXIII. The Seapoys, or 
other Indians of whatfoever cart or 
religion they be, who (hall have 
ferved under the French flag, fhall 
not be troubled or molefted in their 
pofleflions, or in their perfons, on 
account of their fervices, and of their 
attachment towards the French na- 
tion. The Englifh Government fhall 
even take them under its protection* 
in cafe they fhall be persecuted by 
any Afiatic power. 

Anfwer. Granted. 

Art. XXIV. The prefent Capi- 
tulation fhall extend as far as the 
articles of it are capable, to all that 
relates to Chandernagor, and other 
French factories at Bengal, at Yanaon 
and at Karical, which the Englifh 
have feized, and at the fettlemerit of 
Mafulipatam ; as alfo to the French 
veflels which have been taken in the 
Ganges, and on the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, fince the firft of July laft ; 
the tailors of which, and thofe who 
were in the place, fhall be tranfported 
to the Ifle of France. The papers 
and letters addre/Ted to Monf. de 
Beilecombe, which were taken in 
thofe fhips, fhall be faithfully rc~ 
Apred. 

Anfwer. Inadmiflible. 

Art. XXV. After the figning of 
the prefent Capitulation there fhall be 
delivered to an Englifh guard of fifty 
men the gate of Viilenour, at which 
there fhall remain a French guard 
of the fame number. It fhall b* in* 
truited to thefe guards to let no 
French foldier go out, nor any Eng- 
lifh foldier enter. The day after 
the Englifh troops fhall be put in 
pofleffion of, all the polls, and fhall 
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place the ncceffary guards to jtfeferve 
good < rder, at the fame time the 
jjarrifon of Pondicherry fhall retire 
into the barracks, which they fhall 
occupy until their embarkation ; and 
on their arrival there the foldiers, by 
order of their officers, {hall depefit 
their arms in magazines, of which the 
Staff officers fhall keep the key*. 
The fame fhall be obferved with 
'regard to the Seapoys and other 
armed Indians. The necefTary pafT- 
ports fhall be granted. 

Anfwer. Anfwered by the firft 
article. 

Art. XXVI. The full and entire 
execution of the prefent Capitulation 
fhall be obferved bona fide, and fhall 
be fecured, not only by the figna- 
ture of Major-general Munro aiid 
that of Commodore Vernon, but alfo 
by the Governor and Council Of 
Madrafs ; referring myfelf for the 
rert to the decifion of the Courts of 
France and of England, for a repa- 
ration proportioned to the violation 
of treaties, and of the right of na- 
tions, which has operated in Ana 
fince the month of July laft, by the 
orders of the Governors and Councils 
of Calcutta and of Madrafs, to the 
very great prejudice of the French 
nation, and of humanity. 

Bellecombe. 
Pondicherry, OcJ. 17, 1778. 

Ahfwer. This Capitulation will be 
figned by Sir Edward Vernon and 
Major-general Munro, and they will 
be guarantees for the ratification of 
the Superior Council of Madrafs. 

(Signed) Hector Munro, 
Edward Vernon. 
Camp before Pondicherry, 0<J?. 17, 

1778. 
Return of guns, mortats y Jhot, /mall 

arms, and powder, taken in Pondi- 
cherry* 1778. 

IRON GUNS. 

Serviceable, 3 Thirty-fix pounders, 
18 twenty-four ditto, 13 eighteen 
ditto, 30 twelve ditto, 60 eight 
ditto, 44 fix ditto, J 1 four ditto, 
2 three ditto. 

Unferviceable. 
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Unfervkeable. I thirty-fix poun- 
der, 1 8 twenty-four ditto, 



) 



1 
29 



- ei s h - 

teen ditto, 1 twelve ditto, 5 eight 
ditto, 1 four ditto. ' 

Total ferviceable — 1 
1 unferviceabJe — 
BR ASS'GUNS. 
Serviceable. 6 twelve pounders, 
6 eight ditto, 1 fix d tto, 18 four 
ditto, ^ 4 three ditto, 2 two ditto, 18 
one ditto. 
UnferviceabJe, 3 one pounders. 
Total ferviceable — 55 
— unferviceable - 3 
Howitzers. 6 three inch and half, 
BRASS MORTARS. 
^ Serviceable. 7 twelve * inch, 5 
<*ght ditto, 2 feven ditto, 4 fix ditto, 

2 four ditto. 

Total 20 

IRON MORTARS. 

Serviceable. 2 twelve inch, 1 eight 
dluo. 

Total : % 

SMALL ARMS. - 
French mufquets and bayonets 5934 

Ditto without bayonets 248 

Rifle barrel pieces — 168 

Wall .pieces — — 60 

Carbine* ■ — - — - 45 

Piftols " — ~ 556 

Swofds -*•— — 930 

Gunpowder, 80 barrels, loolb.each. 
Shot of different fizes, 21,708 

(Signed) T. Mannopng. 

Commifiary of Acres. 

Return 9f the killed, and wounded of 

the Company s troops, at jbefege of 

Pondi cherry , 1 7 7 8 - 

European officers. 8 killed, 27 
wounded. 

Ditto Cavalry, 2 wounded. 

Ditto Artillery, 17 killed, 61 
wounded. 

Ditto Infantry, 48 killed, 114 
wounded. 

Seapoys, 148 killed, 482 wounded. 

His Hi^hnefs the Nabob's troops, 

3 killed , 7 wounded* 

Total 224 killed, 693 wounded. 
(Signed) 
H. A. M Crosby, Adj.Geji. 
Vol. VII. * 



The Company's troops confided of 
10,^00, of which 1,500 were Eu- 
ropeans. 
Return of the killed and wounded in 

the garrifon of Pondicberry , 1 77 8. 

(nearly*) 

" officers, 7 killed, 



European 
'wounded. 
Regiment 

killed, 143 



19 
45 



of Pondicherry, 
wounded. 

European Artillery, 29 killed, 0$ 
wounded. 

Seapoys, 52 killed, 94 wounded. 

Citizens, 3 killed, 7 wounded. 

Black labourers, 64 killed, 148 
wounded. 

Total, 200 killed, 480 wounded. 

The garrifon of Pondlchwry con- 
fided nearly of 3,000 men, of which 
900 were Europeans. 
Admiralty Office, March, 23, 17^9. 

Captain George Young arrived 
this afternoon from the Eaft-Indies, 
with difpatches from Commodore Sir 
Edward Vernon to Mr. Stephens, of 
which the following ;:r^ copies : 
[Duplicate; the, original not jit come 

to band*] 
Rippon, offSadrat, Auguft 16, 177$* 
Sir, 

I fend this to the Governor and, 
Council of Fort St. George, to be 
forwarded by the fird opportunity, to 
defire you will acquaint the Lords 
Commiflioners of the Admiralty, that 
I failed from Madrafs on the 29th 
pad, with hisMajefty's (hips Rippon, 
Coventry, Seahorfe, and Cormorant 
/hop, and Valentine and Glatton 
India (hips. On the 31ft, finding 
the Glatton fo bad a failer, and ill 
equipped, I ordered her back to Ma- 
drafs, and requeued of the Governor 
and Council another (hip to replace 
her. On the 8t)> inftant, at fac P. M. 
1 appeared with the fquadron off Pon- 
dicherry, chafing a French frigate 
into the Road. At eight A.M. we 
defcricd from our mad-head fix fail to 
the S. W. which we flood for, but 
there being fuch light airs of wind, 
we could make nothing of them till 

the 
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the loth, when at fix A. M. we (aw tion to refit, 
five fail bearing down upon us in a 
regular line a^breail. We flood for 
them, forming our line a head with 
the four flups, and at noon brought 
to fo, ready to receive them. At 
three quarters paft noon, the breeze 
Shifting to the feaward, gave us the 
weather-gage, when I immediately 
made the fignal to bear down upon 
the enemy, who had formed upon the 
{larboard tacks. I intended forming 
our line upon the IarboarcJ tack, 'till 
the leading ftiip had ftretched a-breaft 
of their rear, then to have tacked and 
formed oppofite the enemy's fhips, but 
having fo little wind, and the uncer- 
tainty of a continuance, I thought it 
fteceiTary to bring them to adion, 
which at three quarters paft two be- 
came general, and at times extremely 
clofe. About three quarters paft four 
the enemy made fail upon a wind to 
the S. W. Having received great 
damage in our mafts, fails, anarig- 
glng, I hauled to the N. E. in hopes 
of fecuring the weather-gage, to bring 
them to adtion again the next morn- 
ing. We were employed the whole 
night and morning in reeving, fplic- 
Ing, and knotting our rigging, get- 
ting up a main-topfail yard and fore- 
top maft, the others being deftroyed, 
tvo flood to the N. E. with light airs 
of wind until midnight, and then 
tacked to the S, W. but at day-light 
on the 1 ith, could fee nothing of the 
ehemy. . I have fin ce ufed my utmoft 
'endeavours to appear ofr" Pondicherry 
again, but from little winds, thofe 
foutherly, with a ftrong northern 
current, have been prevented. Their 
Lordfliips may be allured I will lbfe 
no time in attaining it, and if I can 
meet the enemy, to bring them to a 
decifive battle, winds ;.ni weather 
permitting. The (hips we engaged 
were the Brillante of 64 guns, Pour- 
voyeufe of 36 eighteen-pounders, the 
Sartine of 32 guns, and two of their 
country fhips armed as oujs, whom I 
am jull now informed got into Pon- 
dicherry Road the evening of the ac- 



The Befborough India 
fhip, who the Governor and Council 
of Fort St. George had ordered to re- 
place the Glatton, joined me the 14th. 
Herewith you have a lift of the killed 
and wounded, on board the fhips un- 
der my command, in the aftion of 
the ioth t 

I hope my proceedings will meet 
their Lordftiips approbation ; and am, 
Sir, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 

E. Vbrnoi*. 
killed, wounded, 
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Philip Stephens, Efq. Secretary 
of the Admiralty* 
Madra/f, Ofidber 31, 1778. 
I am to acquaint you for the infor* 
mation of the Right H nourable the 
Lords Commiffioners of the Admiral- 
ty, that I wrote to you on the 16th of 
Auguft laft by the Valentine (a du- 
plicate of which I herewith inclofe) 
and that the winds and current pre-: 
vented me regaining my ftation until 
the 20th at midnight, when I anchor- 
ed between Pondicherry and Cudda-' 
lore, about four o'clock in the morn- 
ing of the 21ft; upon fight of a ftrangc 
(ail. Handing in to the fquadron, I 
made the figna!, weighed, and gave 
chace ; at day-light faw the chace had 
French colours hoifted, which, on a 
few ftiot being* fired at her from the 
Rippon and Seahorfe, were (truck ; 
(he proved to be the L*Aimable, 
Nannett, from Rochelle and L'Ori- 
ent, laft from the Mauritius, for Pon- 
dicherry, in ballaft. At the fame 
time I could fee the French fquadron 
under way in Pondicherry Road, 
(landing to the North-eaft, under an 
eafy fail ; but the land breeze failing 
me before I could get near enough to 
the enemy to engage, and the fea 

breeze 
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Ibreeze not fetting in before five o'clock pleafure to acquaint their Lordfhips, 



in the afternoon, and then fo very 
faintly, as hardly to keep the fhips 
under command, which, with night 
drawing on, induced-me to drop all 
thoughts of bringing them to aftion 
•ntil the next morning. I then flood 
in for Pondicherry Road ? andcame to 
an anchor, expecting the French fqua- 
dron would do the fame, as they fhew- 
ed no defign of going off; but when 
day-light appeared could fee nothing 
of them, nor have they ever looked 
near Pondicherry fmce that day. On 
the 25th, at day-break, faw a ftrange 
fail very near us, Handing in for 
Pondicherry, upon which I made, the 
Coventry and Seahorfe's fignal, to 
weigh arid chace her, who immediate- 
ly flood out to fea, with all the fail 
fhe could crowd; and, to prevent 
Iofing company with the frigates, I 
weighed and flood after them ; about 
half part eleven o'clock, A.M. faw 
the Seahorfe engaged with the chace, 
which foon after firuck, and proved 
to be the Sartine, one of Monf. Tron- 
jolly's fquadron, who had loft com- 
pany a few days before in chace. She 
is a fine fhip, only two years old, and 
a prime failer ; had, when fhe was 
taken, only twenty-fix nine-pounders 
mounted ; but as fhe is of a larger 
fcantline than any of our thirty-two 
gun frigates, I purpofe, if war is de- 
clared, ordering the Naval Store- 
keeper to purchafe her for his Ma- 
jelly's femce. From that time I 
clofely blocked up the road of Pon- 
dicherry. On the 18th of Septem- 
ber our batteries on fhore were opened 
againft the works of the town, upon 
which they continued to play until 
the 1 6th mftant, in the morning, 
when (every thing being ready for a 
general afTault that night, having, at 
General Munro's requefl, previoufly 
landed two hundred and fixty men 
from the fquadron, to affifl in the 
attack) M. Bellecombe thought proper 
to fend out a flag of truce, offering 
to capitulate, upon which hoftilities 
ceafed on both fidei ; and I have the 



that Articles of Capitulation were fign- 
ed on the 17 th, and pur troops put in 
pofleflion of the town accordingly.. 

During the fiege, the fhips of the 
fquadron took three other fmall veflelt 
bound to Pondicherry. J cartnot omit 
mentioning to their Lordfhips the affi- 
duity with which the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council of Bengal fitted out 
and armed two fhips, mounted with 
forty guns each, who joined me on 
the ift inftant, and are now acting 
under my orders ; as alfo the ?eal 
fhewn for the public fervice by the 
Prefident and Council of Fort St, 
George, in fo readily reinforcing the 
fquadron under my command with 
three of the Compaay's European 
fhips armed, which, on the reduction 
of Pondicherry, I difmifled, that they 
may proceed on their refpeclive voy- 
ages* v I have further the pleafure to 
acquaint their Lordfhipt, that the 
greatefl harmony and good under- 
Sanding has fubfifled between the 
army and navy during the whole of 
this campaign. 

I have appointed Captain Marlow, 
of the Coventry, to be Captain of the 
jRippon, in the room of Capt. Young, 
whom I thought a proper perfon to 
take charge of my difpatches for their 
Lordfhips, and his Majefty's Secre- 
tary of State. 

I beg leave to recommend Captain 
Young to their Lordfhips notice, and 
to refer them to him for any further 
particulars they wifh to be inform- 
ed of refpe&ing the operations of this 
lafl campaign in India. 

I am Sir, 
Yourmoft obedient humble Servant, 
E. Vernon, 
Philip Stephens, Efq* Secretary 
of the Admiralty* 

Admiralty-Office, March \ 6, 17-9* 

Extra3 of a letter from Commodore 

Evans to Mr. Stephens, dated 

fit Spit head j March 15, 1779- - 

His Majefty's cutter the Rattle- 

fnake, of 10 carriage and iafwivel 

N n 2 guns, 
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guns, with a complement of 60 men, 
'commanded by Lieutenant Knell, re- 
turned from a cruize to Spithead this 
'morning, having had a very {evtre 
action with two French privateer cut- 
ters, one of which lhe has brought in- 
to Spithead with her. 

Lieutenant Knell informs me, that 
yefterday morning, at day-break, he 
faw two French cutters about two 
leagues to leeward of him, Handing 
in for Frefh Water Bay, with the 
wind at W. S- W. he immediately 
wore and made fail after them ;, the 
enemy, ofcfervinghis approach, made 
all the fail they could, and flood Co 
fea, Peering S.S. E. 

The Rattlefnake gave chace, and 
'at half pail one o'clock, P. M. (being 
then about four leagues from Havre- 
de-Grace) came up and engaged the 
largeft cutter, of 14 carriage guns, 
12 fwivels, and 92 men; the other 
cutter, called the Frelon de Dunker- 
que, mounting 12 carriage guns, 10 
fwivels, and J2 men, which failed 
remarkably well,, and is deemed one 
of the fafteft failing cutters out of 
France,, came up to her affiftance, 
'and joiutly engaged the Rattlefnake 
till four o'clock, when the largeft 
ftruck ; the other flieered off, and at- 
tempted to efcapej but Lieutenant 
Knell perceiving her intention, bore 
down, fired three brortdfides, and 
then boarded her, fearing fhe might 
get away by out-failing the Rattle- 
rnake, and by that means carried 
her. 

The Rattlefhake's people were inv 
mediately employed in iplicing and 
refitting the rigging, which was much 
" damaged by the enemy's ihot; whilft 
in this fituation, the French cutter, 
which at firft ftruck, crouded all her 
feil,. and the Rattlefnake not being 
in a condition to follow her, me ef- 
fected her efcape. 

I have the pleafure to acquaint their 
Lordmipy, that none of the Rattle- 
fnake's crew were killed ; Lieutenant 
Knell (whofe fpirited conduct de- 
t'erves much commendation) was 
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wounded, together witn one micU 
fhipman, and ten men. 

The commander of the Frelon de 
Dunkerque, and twelve of her people, 
were killed, and thirty wounded, 
moil of which were mortal. 

It is imagined the other cutter fuf- 
fered greatly by her being longer en- 
gaged, and ftrikingto the Rattlefnake. 



Whitehall, March 14, 1779. 
Copy of a duplicate of a letter- frem 
Major-general Gr ant Commander 
in Chief of bis Majefifs forces 
in the Leeivard TJIands, to Lord 
Georce Germain, dated Su 
Lucie", Morne Fortune, December 
31, 17.78. 

My Lord, 
The troops deftined for the Wefl- 
Indies were put Under my orders the 
24th of October. The embarkation 
having been compleated, I received 
Sir Henry Clinton's inftruclions the 
29th, and we failed from Sandy- 
Hook the 3d of November, in a 
gale of wind that continued feveral. 
days; notwithstanding which Com- 
mqdore Hotham, by his care and 
attention, contrived to keep the fleet 
together, and brought us fafe to 
Barbadoes the 10th of December*, 
without the !ofs of a tranfport. 

The Count d'Eftaing by chance, 
certainly not from information, failed 
from Bolton the very day we left the 
Hook* His fleet was difperfed in 
the gale of wind, which our tran- 
fports weathered. Hcwas, however, 
in the courfe of the voyage, fo near us 
with a part of his fquadrorr, that a 
brigantine, with four horfes, which 
we loft the 27th of November in the 
night, fell into-d'Eftaing's hands the 
next day. 

Having fixed the plan of debarka- 
tion with Admiral Barrington, the 
fleet failed from Barbadoes the j 2th 
of December. 

The referve, which conlifa of the 
cth regiment, the grenadiers, and 
light infantry of the army, was 
landed at the. Grand Cul cle Sac, 

upott. 
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upon • the ifland of St. Lucie, the 
13th in the evening, with which 
Brigadier-general Meadows forced 
the heights upon the north-fide of 
the bay, which were occupied by the 
Chevalier De Micoud, with the 
French troops under his command, 
and the militia of the ifland. He 
took a field piece which fired upon 
the boats that carried the troops 
a-fhore, and a four-gun battery which 
annoyed the fhippingf at the entrance 
of the harbour- 

Brigadier- general Prefcot, having 
been landed with five regiments 
guarded theenvironsof the bay, and, 
by his advanced polls, kept a com- 
munication with the referve, which 
marched the 1 4th in the morning at 
day-break, and, fupported by Gene- 
ral Prefcot, took poueflion of Morne 
Fortune, the Governor's houfe,, the 
hofpitd, the barracks, with all the 
ftores and magazines belonging to 
the ifland, Monfieur De Micoud be- 
ing obliged to retire from pofl to 
poll, having made in fact the befl 
defence he could. General Prefcot 
was then fent to take poflbflion ©f 
all the batteries, to put them in a 
Hate of defence, to appoint artillery 
officers and men. to command thenv, 
and to fix polls for their fupport. 

General Meadows, after a fhort 
halt, was dire&ed to continue his 
march, and to occupy the important 
poll of the Virgie, which commands 
the north-fide of the Carenage Har- 
bour. 

Brigadier-general Sir Henry Calder, 
with four battalions, guarded the 
landing-place, kept up the commu- 
nication with the fleet, and occupied 
feveral pofls upon the mountains, 
which look down upon and com- 
mand the fouth-fide of the Grand 
Cul de Sac, from whence it after- 
wards appeared, that the French in- 
tended to bombard our mips, if they 
had not been prevented by our prior 
pofTeffion of ground, from which we 
could apt be forced. 



The laft white flag wa» not ffnrcfc 
an hour before the French fleet and 
army were difcovered from the Gou~ 
vernement j.uff become my quarters.- 

The 15 th, in the morning, the 
French fleet flood in for the Care- 
nage, believing that we had not got 
pofleflion of that part of the ifland ; 
but the Languedoc being fired upoa 
and flruck by one of their own bat- 
teries, M. D'Eflaing favoured us with 
a broadfide, and then bore away 
with his fleets and tranfports. They 
in appearance were, much difcon- 
certed, and at a lofs how to aft t 
but at laft, after much hefitation, 
they bore down with twelve fail of 
the line upon our little fleet, which, 
covered the tranfports with our pro- 
vifions in the Grand Cul de Sac 
He made two attacks upon Admiral 
Barrington, one in the morning, and 
the other after dinner, both without 
eJFecT. 

The 10th, D'Eflaing landed about 
9000 men, which had been collected 
from the French iflands, with an in- 
tention to take poflfcffion of Barbae 
does, Grenada and St. Vincent- 
In ihort, according to our informa- 
tion from French reports* every Jlri- 
tiih fettlement in the Well-Indies. 

The i7thj in the morning, I with- 
drew two advanced piquets from pods 
which I never intended to defend* 
and from whence a mot was not 
fired. That move, 1 imagined, 
encouraged the enemy to attack 
General Meadows corps, which was 
well polled in very ilrong ground 
upon the Virgie. 

The French were formed in three 
column^ confifling .of four or five 
thoufand men, commanded by IVL 
D'Eilaing, the Marquis t>e Buuiilie 
and LovendahL Their two firil at- 
tacks were made with the impetu- 
ofity of Frenchmen, and they were 
repulfed by the determined bravery 
of Britons. They made a third at- 
tempt, but were foon broke, and 
retreated in confufion, leaving their 

killed 
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killed and wounded in our power. 
They were permitted to bury the 
dead, and carry off the wounded. 
M. D'Eftaing is by agreement to 
account for them as prifoners of war* 

The difpofirion made by General 
Meadows, for the defence of his pott, 
was mafterly. He was wounded in 
the arm early in the day, but re- 
mained in the field, rode about, and 
gave orders every where, till the at- 
tack was over. He has never quitted 
his poll, and continues to command 
the referve, which the fergeons did 
not think he wonld have been equal 
to. Major Harris, who commands 
the grenadiers, and Major Sir James 
Murray, who commands the light 
infantry, diftingurfhed themfelves. 
The officers and men were cool and 
determined j they even furpafled, 
if poflible, their ufual fpirit and 
bravery. The French artillery that 
had been taken were of great ufe. 
We found in the magazines, at the 
different batteries, a hundred rounds 
for each gun. Three twelve pound- 
ers, which were placed upon the 
Virgie, did amazing execution ; and 
the batteries upon the fouth-fide of 
the bay, which were well ferved by 
the artillery, flanked the enemy's 
columns, annoyed them exceedingly, 
and obliged a French man of war, 
which endeavonred to affift in the 
attack from the entrance of the har- 
bour, to flip her cable. 

The enemy had four hundred men 
killed upon the fpot, five hundred 
dangeroufly wounded, fo as to ren- 
der them unfit for fervice, and fix 
hundred ilightly wounded. This is 
their own account. We had only 
ten men, killed, and one hundred 
and thirty wounded; fome of them 
have already joined their corps, and 
our lofs upon the whole will be under 

fifty. 

This is the moft difficult country 
war was ever made in. 'Tis im- 
poffible to defcribe in a letter the 
complicated fituation of our potts, 



but the inclofed fketch will give his 
Majefry a very clear idea of the p©- 
fition taken by the fleets and armies. 
Monfieur D'Eftaing, without feast- 
ing to have formed any plan for 
recovering the ifland, remained with 
his fleet and army till the 28th. He 
embarked his troops that night, and 
went off the 29th in the morning. 

The moment he was gone, Mon- 
fieur De Micoud and the inhabitants 
offered to capitulate. The Capitu- 
lation was figned the 30th, by which 
your Lordflup will fee that they ob- 
tained favourable terms, though they 
were at our mercy, and without hopes 
of afliftance; 'Tis to be hoped it 
will have a good effecl. 

The fleet and army a& with the 
greateft unanimity. 'Tis a pleafure, 
to ferve with Admiral Barrington, 
Commodore Hot ham, and the gen- 
tlemen of the navy in general. The 
Commodore took a fatherly care of 
us from New-York, and brought us 
fafe to Barbadoes, without the lofs 
of a tranfport. 

Captain Hamerton, my Aid-de- 
Camp, who goes in the Weazel, will 
have the honour to deliver ray dif- 
patches to your Lordfhip, and can 
mform you of circum fiances which I 
have omitted, or that have not oc- 
curred to me. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

James Grant. 

Tranjlation of the Articles of Ca- 
pitulation between Major-general 
G % a nt and the Hon. Rear Admi~ 
ral Barrington, Commanders 
in Chief of bis Britannic Majefij*s 
land and fea forces, upon a joint 
expedition* and the Chevalier De 
Mi coup, Colonel of foot 9 and Lieu- 
tenant-governor ofhisMofiCbrif- 
iian Majefiy of the ifland of S/. 
Lucie* 

Art. I. The Commandant and 
his garrifon mail march out of their 
polls, with the honours of war, their 
arms and baggage, and ibatl be con- 
veyed 
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veyed to Martinique in a Yeflcl fitted prifoner of war, and not to ferve till 



out for that purpofe. 
1 Anfwer. . The Commandant and 
his garrlfon fhall be permitted to 
march out with the honours of war, 
and to keep their baggage, but muft 
deliver up their arms ; and fhall be 
ftnt as prifoners of war to Marti- 
nique, not to ferve till they are ex- 
changed. 

Art. II. The inhabitants who 
have taken their arms fhall march 
out of their poiU, and fhall return 
from thence to their habitations, 
without fuftering any moleftatkm 
or impediment. 

Anfwer. The inhabitants fhafl* 
return to their habitations; in the 
pofTeffion of which they will be pro- 
tected, after having delivered up their 
arms, and having taken the oath of 
allegiance to his Britannic Majefty. 

Art. III. The inhabitants and 
Curates (hall be protected in their 
pofleffions, effects moveable and im- 
moveable, privileges, rights, ho- 
nours, and exemptions. The free 
people fhall preferve their liberties. 

Anfwer. The inhabitants and 
Curates will be protected as Britifh 
fubjects. Free negroes fhall not be 
molefted 

Art. IV. The Commandant, as 
an inhabitant, fhall have liberty to 
remain fome time upon the ifland to 
fettle his affairs, without being mo- 
lefted ; and, at the expiration of the 
time agreed upon, he fhall be pro- 
vided with a good vefTel, to convey 
himfelf and his domeftics and effects 
to Martinique ; and he demands li- 
berty to continue his fervjee, as was 
granted to Mr. Stuart, Commandant 
of Dominique. 

Anfwer. The Commandant, as 
an inhabitant of St. Lucie,* may re- 
main upon the ifland to fettle his 
affairs, and fhall, upon his requifi- 
tion, be permitted to go with his 
family and baggage to Martinique, 
upon his parole, but. is io remain a 



exchanged. 

Art. V. The inhabitants of the 
ifland fhall be protected in their re- 
ligion, goverment, laws, cuftoms, 
and ordinances ; juftice fhall be ad- 
miniftered by the fame perfons now 
in office ; what concerns . the police 
fhall be regulated, until a peace be- 
tween the Government of his Bri- 
tannic Majefty and the inhabitants. 

Anfwer. The inhabitants of the 
ifland fhall be protected in the exer- 
cife of that religion, and be govern* 
ed by the eftablifhed laws of the 
Colony. The Judges will be con- 
tinued during good behaviour,. The 
police of the ifland will Deregulated 
by the officer commanding in chief 
for the time being. 

Art. VI. The emigrants from 
the Englifh iflands fhall be included 
in the Capitulation, without being 
molefted for any matters they now are 
or may have been concerned in, ia 
the Englifh iflands, until a peace. 

Anfwer. The Britifh emigrants 
fhall be included in the Capitulation,* 
but muft remain accountable to their 
creditors for debts contracted in Great* 
Britain, or the Britifh Colonies. 

Art. VI f. The fick and wound- 
ed, who are not able to embark im- 
mediately, fhall be conveyed to the 
hofpitals of the colony, and treated 
as Englifh fubjects until their reco- 
very ; after which they fhall be feht 
back to Martinique at the charges of 
his Britannic Majefty. 

Anfwer. Granted. 

Art. VIII. The inhabitants fhall 
pay no taxes to his Britannick Ma-" 
jefty, as they pay none to his Moft 
Chriftian Majefty ; the falaries of the 
Officers of Juftice, and the Curates 
fhall be the fame, and be paid by 
his Britannic Majefty, as in the 
French time. 

Anfwer. The inhabitants fhall pay 
the fame taxes to his Britannic Ma- 
jefty which were paid to his Moft 
Chriftian 
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Cnriftian Majefly. The falaries of 
the Officers of Juflice, and of the 
Curates, (hall be paid by the inha- 
bitants of the ifland. 

Art. XL The abfent inhabi- 
tants, and thofe in the fervice of his 
Jtfoft Chriftian Majefty, fhall be pro- 
tected in their poflefTions, and the 
enjoyment of their effects andhabita- 
tlons, managed by virtue of Letters 
cf Attorney. 

Anfwer. Granted* 

Art. X. The fhips and coaftlng 
TefTels belonging to the inhabitants 
and merchants of the ifland, fhall re- 
main to them in nature and property* 

Anfwen Granted. 

Art. XL The abfent inhabitants, 
widows, fick, or infirm, fhall have 
entire liberty to fign the Capitula- 
tion, and thofe who are not willing 
to fign it, fhall have equally a per- 
million to go out of the ifland, and 
they fhall be allowed a veflel at that 
time with provifions, to convey them 
to Martinique, at the charges of his 
Britannic Majefly, or to Europe* 

Anfwer. Shall be permit ted to go 
to Martinique. 

Art. X1L The inhabitants and 
merchants of the ifland, comprized 
in the prefent Capitulation, fhall en- 
joy the fame privileges as do the 
fubjects of his Britannic Majefly who 
are the beft treated. 

Anfwer. To be confidered.as fub- 
Jeils of Great Britain. 

Art. XIIT. The inhabitants fhall 
obferve an exact neutrality, and fhall 
not be forced to take arms againft 
Prance; and may keep them For the 
Ulterior police. 

Anfwer. Shall not be obliged to 
carry arms againlt the troops of his 
Moll Chriftian Majefty. 

Art. XIII. No others but the pre- 
fent proprietors of lands and houfes 
fhall be permitted to pofTefs them, arid 
the pofieflbrs by provifionary or defini- 
tive conceffion, or by a commencement 
of power to poflefs .them, fhall be 
pro:efted\vithout moleftation in their 



pofTeffions ; and if on the peace the 
iflands fhall remain to his Britannit 
Majefty, the inhabitants and pro- 
prietors fhall have a reafonable time 
allowed them to fell their effects. 
Every inhabitant or merchant fhall 
be at liberty to fend their children 
to France, and make them remit* 
tances. 

Anfwer. Shall remain in . quiet 
poflemon of their habitations. -Re- 
gulations at the peace muft depend 
upon treaties. 

Art. XV. Appeals fhall be 
brought as formerly ,to the Sove- 
reign Council of Martinique. 

Anfwer. To the Commander in 
Chief of St. Lucie. 

Art. XVL Whereas the ifland 
is laid wafte by the deftruttion of the 
cattle, the ravages of war, and ex- 
cefliye fer vices by .taking the cattle of 
the Colony, the inhabitants and 
merchants requeft to have granted to 
them a fufpenfion of payment of their 
debts already contracted, until the 
peace, and thofe who have been en- 
tirely plundered fhall be permitted 
to claim from the Government fnch 
particular indulgences as are necef- 
fary in their fuuations. 

Anfwer. As .the cattle have been 
killed by the French troops, and not by 
the Britifh, they cannot expectredrefc 
from their new Sovereign. Sufpeii- 
fion from the payment of debts due, 
the French fubje&s till the peace al- 
lowed ; but with regard to the inha- 
bitants of the ifland, the power of 
giving time to people in dtftrefTed 
circumftancesis referveJ to the Com- 
mander in Chief in the ifland. 

Art. XVIL The Curate of every 
parifh fhall be protected, and when 
the Curacies become vacant, the in- 
habitants of the parifhes fhall be pro- 
vided with Curates, on requiring. 
them from the fuperiors of the mif- 
fions of Martinique. 

Anfwer. The Curates fhall re- 
main in their parifhes during good' 
behaviour; when" vacancies happen, 

Curates 
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,Curates will be named by the Com- 
mander in Chief. 

Art. XVIII. There mall be an 
Recount drawn up by the keeper of 
the magazine of artillery, of every 
piece of artillery, as well battering 
as field pieces, and other warlike 
Store's; and with regard to provisions, 
magazines, and in general every 
thing belonging to his Moft Christian 
Majefty, the Commiffary (hall caufe 
an account to be made of them by 
the keeper of the magazine ; and as 
an inhabitant Monfieur Raulin de la 
Mothe, Commiffary of the marine 
and of the claSTes, deSires to 'have 
time allowed him, in like manner as 
the Chevalier Micoud, to fettle his 
affairs, 

Anfwer. All Stores of ammunition 
and provifions, and every thing 
which is considered as the property of 
his Moft Chriftian Majefty, together 
with all deferters and prifoners be- 
longing to the British army, are to 
"be delivered up, uponhonour, to the 
British CommiSTaries. Tne requeSfc 
of M. Raulin de la Mothe is granted. 
Concluded and agreed upon by 
ihe, Colonel of foot, and Lieutenant- 
governor for the King of the ISland 
of St. Lucie, this 30th day'of Decem- 
ber, 1778, who have put the feal of 
my arms to thefe prefents, which are 
countersigned by my Secretary. 
(Signed) Le Chevalier Micoud. 
By the Lieutenant-governor, 
(Signed) A. Regnault. 

. Granted and agreed to at St. 
Lucie, this 30th day of December, 
1778. 

(Signed) James Grant. 
(Signed) Samuel Barxincton. 
Return of Ffencb ordnance, ammuni- 
tion, and ftores taken pojfejjim of at 
St, Lucie, the 1 yb of December, 
1778. 

Four twenty-four pounders, 287 
round Shot, 120 cartridges. 2 twenty- 
one pounders, 80 round Shot, 114 
cartridges. 7 eighteen pounders, 702 
round Shot, coc cartridges* 1 four- 
Vot, VII. 



teen pounder. 60 round Shot, 40 
cartridges. 1 5 twelve pounders, 1335 
round Shot, 300 langredge Shot, 818 
cartridges, z eleven pounders, 80 
round mot, 80 cartridges. 

Iron ordnance with carriages. 
Garrifon. 2 ten pounders, So 
round Shot, 80 cartridges. 7 eight , 
pounders, 346 round Shot, 442 car- 
tridges. 1, Seven pounder, 100 round 
Shot, 100 cartridges. 5 five pounders 
286 round Shot, 200 cartridges. c 
four pounders, 1324 round Shot. 107 
langredge Shot, 250 cartridges. 3 
three pounders, 20 round Shot. 33 
round Shot for two pounders. 

Travelling, 5 one pounders, 1033 
round Shot, ko cartridges. 

TOTAL. 
Guns —* — 59 

Round Shot ^ — — 5760 

Langredge ditto •*— 407 

Cartridges — — - 2899 

Powder corned, whole barrels 200 
Mufquets ■ 333 

Mufquet cartridges filled 1 , e , M 
with ball * j l8l0 ° 

Mufquet baff, 2 cwt, 2 qrs. 

Wm. Wood, Commiffary of Ar- 
tillery. 
John William, Captain com* 
minding the Artilery. 
Return of tbe killed, wounded and 
miffing of tbe Britijh re/em** under 
tbe command of Brigadier -general 
Meadows, in tbe aftion of tbe \%tb 
of December, 1778. 
Light Infantry. 1 Serjeant, 6 rank 
and file, killed. \ Captain, 1 Ser- 
jeant, 46 rank and file, wounded. 1 
Captain, 1 fubaltern, 5 rank and file, 
mining. 

Grenadiers. 3 rank and file, kill- 
ed. 1 Captain, 4 fubalterns, 2 fer* 
jeants, 2 drummers, 72 rank and 
file, wounded. 

eth regiment. 1 ierjeant, 1 rank 
and file, killed* 1 fubaltern, 2"fer- 
jeants, 15 rank and file, wonnded. 

Artillery. 1 rank and file, killed. 
2 rank and file, wonnded,. i.rank 
and file, miffing, 

O o Addi- 
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Additional;, t rank 
wounded. 

TOTAL. 

a ferjeants, 1 1 rank and file, kill- 
ed, 2 Captains, 5 fubalterns, c fer 
jeants, 2" drummers, 1-36 rank ami 
file, wounded. 1 Captain, 1 fubal- 
tern, 6 rank and file, mining. 
Rank and names of Officers killed, 
wounded and miffing, 

28th Company, Capt. Daily, light 
• infantry, Captain Hay, grenadiers, 
wounded, 
; 35th ditto. Lieutenant Williams, 
grenadiers, wounded. 

4.0th ditto. Lieutenant Forbes, 
grenadiers, wounded. 

46th ditto* Lieutenant Gomme, 
grenadiers, wounded. 

5 th regimeau Lieutenant Harris, 
wounded. ... 

55 th ditto*. Captain Downing, 
Lieutenant Warren, light infantry, 
miffing* 

(Signed) 

James Grant, 

■ . Commander in. Chief. 

Admiralty-Ofin^ March 24, 1779. 

Copy of a letter from the Honourable 

Rear 1 Admiral BARRING TOW to 

Mr. Stephens. 

[Quadruplicate.] 
Prtnet of Wales in the Grand Cul de 

Sac, in the ijland of St. Lucre, 

December 2$, 1778, at night. 
Sir, 

In my letter pf the 24th of laft 
month, from Barbadoes (No. u.) I 
informed you Of the Venus's arrival 
there with an account of Commodore 
Hotham's being on his way to join 
me : anfd you will now pleafe to ac- 
quaint my Lords Commiffioners of 
the- Admiralty, that the Commodore 
arrived there the 10th inftant, with 
Ms Majefty's mips the Nonfuch, St.' that way, 
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arid file, confufion naturally arifing from $ 
change of figrials among the tran£- 
ports, I adopted thofe of the Com- 
modore ; and, directing him to lead 
with the landing divifion, put to fea 
the 12th in the morning, in order ta 
carry into execution their Lord (hips 
fecret inftruftious ; and about three 
o'clock on the day following, an- 
chored here with the whole Squadron, 
except the Ariadne, Ceres, Snake r 
Barbadoes, and Pelican, which I had 
flationed along the coafl, to intercept 
any veflels attempting to efcapefrom 
the ifland* 

More than half the troops were 
landed the fame morning, under the 
dire&ion of the Commodore, affifted 
by the Captains Griffith, Braith- 
waite, and Onflow, and the remain- 
der the next morning (the *4th) 
when they immediately got pofleflioff 
of the Carenage ; and it waa my in- 
tention to have removed the tranf- 
ports thither as foon as poffible^ had, 
not that meafure been prevented by 
the appearance of the French fleet 
under Count D'Eftaing, of which I 
received notice in the evening by &g- 
nal from the Ariadne. 

It therefore became neceflary to fe- 
cure the tranfports as well as we could 
h* the bay, and the whole night was 
accordingly employed in warping, 
within the mips of war r and difpofing 
of the latter in a line acrofs the en- 
trance, in the order they ftand in the 1 
margin, * the Ifis to windward, ra- 
ther inclining into the bay, and the 
Prince of Wales, being the moft. 
powerful 'flxip,^ the omermoft and to 
leeward, and the Venus, Aurora, 
and Ariadne, flanking the fpace be- 
tween the Ifis and the ihore, to pre- 
vent the enemy's forcing a paiTage 



AJban, Prefton, Centurion, ifis, and 
Carcafs, and fifty-nine tranfports, 
waving on board 5000 troops r under 
the command of Major- general 
Grant. 
To fave time, and prevent the 



Almoft all the tranfports had for- 
tunately got within the line before 
half pad eleven in tie morning of 
the 15th, when the Count thought 
proper to bear down and attack us 
with ten (ail of the line, happily 

Ifis, St. Albans, Boyne, Nonfuch, Centurion, and Prince of Wales. 

without 
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without doing us any material injury ; 
,and at four in the afternoon he made 
a fecond attack upon us with twelve. 
fail of the line, with no other fuccefs . 
however than killing two men, and 
wounding feven, on board the Prince 
d Wales, and alfo wounding one on 
board the Ariadne, who is fince dead* 
But I have reafon to believe the cue-, 
my received a confiderable damage, 
as their manoeuvres betrayed great 
confufion, and one. of their mips in 
particular, which fell to leeward, 
ifcemed dtfabled from carrying the 
neceffary fail to get to windward 
.again. 

The next day (the 16th) the Count 
ihewed a difpofition to attack us 3 
third time, but on the appearance of 
.a frigate Handing for his fleet, with 
feveral fignals flying, he plied t$ 
windward, and in the evening an- 
chored off Gres Iflet, about two 
leagues from us, where he {till con- 
tinues with ten frigates, befides his 
twelve fail of the line ; and notwith- 
„ ing this fuperjorjty of force, he has 
keen accompanied from his firft ap- 
pearance by feyeral American priva- 
teers, one of them commanded by 
the outlaw Cunningham, who lait 
winter infefted the coaflt of Portugal. 

That night and the following day 
the enemy landed 3 large body of 
troops from a number of floops and 
fchooners wfefeli had anchored in Db 
Choc Bay, an.4 &e iSth made a fpi- 
rited attack, both, by land and fea, 
on our poft at the Carenage, but 
met with a very fevere check, having 
been repulfed, with great carnage^ 
b/afmall detachment of our troops 
under Brigadier-general Meadows. 

They have attempted . nothing of 
conference fince, and what m,ay be 
their future "plan of operations lean- 
not conjecture; l>at the.ir continu- 
ance at anchox.has offered Hi an op- 
portunity not only of getting in all 
the cruizers, except the Ceres, and 
all the tranfports, .except one, (with 
enly the baggage of the officers of 



) 



three companies on board) which hat 
fallen into the enemy's hands; but 
alfo of ftrengthening ouffelves by' 
warping the fhips of war farther intoj 
the Bay, and making the line more' 
compacl, removing the Venus a-ftern 
■of the Prince of Wales to flank t^at 
paflage, and erefling batteries ax 
each point of the Bay, that' to 'the 
northward under the direction- of the, 
Captains Cumming and 1 Robertfpn, 
and that to thefouthward under Cap* 
tain Fergufon. ',"'." 

This being the. fituation of the 
Squadron, anji the army being tri pofc 
feffion of ajl the ftrong holds in th£ 
neighboufhood of the Bay, fuch 9 
fpirit of chearfulnefs, unanimity anc^ 
refolution, actuates the whole ^)f our 
little force, both by land and fi?a (notif 
withftandtng the amazing 'fatigue 
they have undergone) that we are 
under no apprehenfions, from, any a^- 
temps. th>e" enemy may meditate ; and 
from the accounts which nave been 
transmitted to me from Captain Lin- 
zee of the Pearl,' who arrived? at Far* 
hadoes the 13th inftant, that Vic$- 
admiral Byron was tp fail from Rhpdt 
Hand for Barbadoes the 1 9th 'of laft 
month, with fixteeu fail of the line, 
and Several frigates, there is ev$ry 
reafon to hope he will foon be here; 
in which cafe, affairs in this country 
mud take a v.exy deciftve (j^'in/fy 
your of his MajeftyV armjB, ' V. 

Should any unforefeeh accident 
however, prevent the Vice-a4mjral*s 
arrival, their Lordlhips wilj never- 
thele'fs be pleafed to aflure his Ma,- 
jefty, that every thing wh;ch can 
polTibly be done by fo finall a ho4y 
of troops, and fo few fftips againft a 
force fo fuperior, will be effecle^. 

I cannpt conclude my letter with- 
out acauajnttng ybu # that, in, all 
probability, our operations here have 
hitherto faved the tllaods of St- Vin. 
cent and Grenada,' which, we un- 
derfland from fome officers, who are 
prifoners, were the object of Count 
P'Eftaing's expedition, , w&en a floop 

O z ' that 
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that had cfeaped from this ifland fallr whole force towards^artinique, and 



ing in with him, and giving him no* 
tice of our being here, directed his 
attention towards us, 

I am, &c. 
Sam. Ba*rihcton. 

P. S* I have the fatisfaction to 
add, that this morning the fquadron 
got poflefiion of an American priva- 
teer of 18 guns, called che Bunker* 
hill, which at day-break was difco* 
vered within reach of our guns ; and 
having ftruck, upon finding fhe could 
not elcape, the boats towed her with- 
in the line, before any of the French 
fleet could get to her affiftance. She 
{ailed from Salem the 2d inftant, and 
was intended to cruize fifteen leagues 
to windward of Barbadoes, but had 
mined that ifland, and fallen to lee* 
ward, 

Sam, Ba^rinston. 
%ub Dec, 1778. 
£xtra8 of a Utter from tbt Hon. 

Rear Admiral Bamiingtot* to 

Mr Stephens, 

[Triplicate.'] 
Prince of Wales, in the Grand Cul de 

Sac, in the JJland of St* Lucie, 

?anuary6, [779. 
ou will herewith receive the du- 
plicate of a letter I wrote to you the 
23d and 24th of lafl month, (No. 
13) and dispatched to Governor Hay 
of Barbadoes, to be forwarded from 
thence to England by fome fail-fail- 
ing veflel, that my Lords Commif- 
fioners of the Admiralty might have 
, jt in their power to refute any nufre- 
prefentation, which Count D'Eftaing 
jnay have tranfmitted to his Court, 
of the fituatpn of his Majefty's forces 
in thefe feas. 

From the (late pf inactivity in 
which the Count continued for feve- 
ral days after, I began to conceive it 
was his intention to form a blockade, 
with a view of ftarving us into a fur- 
render ; but to my utter a#onifhment, 
on the mprning of the 29th (haying 
re-embarked his trepps during the 
preceding night) he retired with his 



left us in quiet pofTefiton of the ifland, 
which capitulated, whilft his fleet 
was ftill in fight, upon the terms I 
have the honour to inclofe. [Printed 
before with Major-general Grant's 
letter to Lord George Germain.] 

I fliould be very much wanting, 
were I on the prefent occafion to omit 
acknowledging the affiftance I re- 
ceived from Major-general Grant and 
the forces under his command, as 
well as expreffing my entire fatisfac^ 
tion with the conduct, not only of 
Commodore Hotham, the feveral 
commanders, and the reft of the of- 
ficers of the fquadron, but alfo of the 
people in general, who never in the 
lealt repined at their precarious fitua- 
tion, and the difficulties they hourly 
encountered, but (till performed their 
duty with alacrity and fpirit, and, 
fenfible of the additional fatigue the 
troops underwent in occupying more 
cxtenfive pofts for the fectuity of the 
fquadron, than there woulrf other- 
wife have been occafion for, laboured 
with the utm^ft chearfulnefs in con- 
veying provifions, &c. for them 
through roads that were almoft inw 
paflable, 

I likewife beg leave to mention to 
their Lordfhips the very great affift- 
ance I received from Captain Barker* 
the agent of tranfports, and the fer- 
vices of Lieutenant-governor Stuart, 
of the ifland of Dominica, who has 
done me the favour of officiating as 
an honorary Aid-du-Camp between 
the General and myfelf, having ac- 
companied me upon this expedition,, 
in hopes that hisMajeuVs arrns might 
afterwards be employed in recovering 
that ifland ; where, from his perfeft 
knowledge of it, he mull be parti- 
cularly ufeful, and therefore offered 
himfelf as a volunteer. 

What has become of the enemy's 
fleet fince its departure from hence, I 
have not had it in my power to 
learn ; but I hope Vice-admiral By- 
fan, who I have the pleafure to ac* 

quaint 
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quaint you, arrived here this morning, 
with nine fail of the line, will very 
foon be able to give their Lordfhips* 
that information. And that Rear- 
admiral Sir Peter Parker and the 
Governor of Jamaica may be upon 
their guard, in cafe of its appearance 
in thofe feas, I have fent the Ariadne 
to Antigua, with letters to be for- 
warded to them from thence by fome 
fall failing' vefTel, which I have re- 
queued Governor Burt todifpatch for 
that purpofe. 

I have great fatisfaction in hearing 
fmce the Capitulation, that, when 
Count D'Eftaing was directed 'hither 
by the floop I mentioned in my let- 
ter, (No, ?3) he was bound firft of 
all to^Barbadoes, in expectation of 
finding there only the Prince of 
Wales, the Boyne, and fome fri- 
gates; of which he had received in- 
telligence from a French flag of 
truce, I had ordered away immedi- 
ately on the arrival of the Venus. 

I am forry to add, that the Ceres, 
which was mifling when I fent away 
that letter, appears, by the Marti- 
nique Gazette, to have been taken, 
after a chace of forty-eight hours, by 
the Tphigenie, a French frigate of 36 
guns, but I have no account of it from 
Captain Dacres, or any of her officers* 

I cannot help regretting the lofs 
of this floop, not only as fhe failed 
reniarkably well, but as Captain 
Dacres is an officer of infinite merit. 
I have, however, to replace the Ce- 
res, as the Bunker-hill privateer has 
the reputation of being a fall failer, 
(which her log-book confirms), com- 
miffioned her as a floop in his Ma* 
jelly's fervice, by the name of the 
Surprize (being expreffive of the 
manner in which fhe came into our 
pofleflion) and appointed Lieute- 
nant James Brine, Firft Lieutenant of 
the Prince of Wales, to be Matter 
and Commander of her, with a com- 
plement of one hundred and twenty- 
five men. She mounts eighteen car- 
riage and eight fwiyel gun's » 



For further particulars I beg leave 
to refer their Lordlhips to Captain 
Robertfon of theWeazel, who will 
have the honour of delivering thefc 
difpatches, and whofe conduct as 4a 
officer merits their Lordfhips protec- 
tion, and every favour they can po£- 
fible fhew him. I am, &c. 

Sam, Barrinctow, 
Extratf of a letter from the Hon. 

Rear Admiral BaRrinctoit j» 

Mr. Stephens. 

{Triplicate*) 
Prince of Wales, sn the Grand Cut St 

Sac, in the ijl&nd 4>f St* Lufti* 

January 17, 1779. 
Sir, 

I have received advice of the Maid- 
ftone being in Antigua, partly dis- 
abled in aclion with the Lyon, * 
French Ihip of 40 guns and 216 men, 
(from Virginia, bound to L'Orient, 
with upwards of 1 300 hogfheads of 
tobacco) which fhe took and carried 
in with her ; as their Lordfhips will 
fee more particularly by the inclofed 
letter from her Commander. 

The Boreas, in returning from 
Bequia the 3d of lafl month, fell in 
with a French fnow called Le Mimi, 
of 3 50 tons and 1 2 guns, from Roch* 
fort, with 280 troops on board for 
Martinique, and a cargo of provilioni 
and dry goods, whicji fhe took and 
fent to St. Vincents. 
I nut Sir, 
Sam. Barringtow* 
Extracl of a litter from Captain 

Gardner to the Honourable Ad* 

miral Barrington. 
Maidftone, off Amtigua, Dec* 21, 

Sir, 
I have the honour to acquaint yott 
of my arrival off Englifh harbour, 
with his Majefty's flap Maidflone, un- 
der my command ; and I have theplea- 
fure to inform you, that on the 3d of 
November following, about one 
o'clock in the morning, being in 
thelat. 35: 40 N. long. 71. 50 W. 
64 leagues E. S, E. from Cape Hen- 
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ry, **e &roovtred a fliip in the N. 
W. quarter, (landing to theeaftward, 
with the wind at weft. I imme- 
diately gave chace^ and prepared the 
ftip f r a&ion ; at halfpaft three got 
up ciofe alqag-fide the chaoe, who 
koiAed Erench colour?, and. we began 
to engage. . At half pa(l four o'clock, 
ijaving fiiftained confiderable damage 
in our fails and rigging, I judged it 
ftcceflary to. bring-to, to repair the 
latter, and furled the main-fail, which 
was cut to pieces by the langredge of 
tfcc enfcmy* At day-break we dif- 
covered another fhip to windward, 
bearing down upon us, whichl.fup- 
pofed to be a con fort of the (hip we had 
engaged with in the night, who at 
this time w,as about two miles to 
ieeward of me under her top-fails. 
£t nine the flap-to windward brought 
to, and made a private fignal ; but 
finding we did not anfwer it, at ten 
ftie made fail, and flood by the wind 
to the fonthward ; upon which I 
wore, and made fail after my anta- 
gonift, who had put before the wind 
wider his top-fails and fore-fail, and 
at noon brought hint to action again, 
and continued the engagement till 
near one o'clock, when the enemy 
{truck, and proved to be the Lyon, 
- a French ftip of 40 guns, viz. twen- 
ty-eight twelve pounders on her 
main-deck, fix fix pounders on her 
quarter-deck, and fix four pounders 
cm her forecaftle, manned with 2 1 6 
men, and commanded by Captain 
JeanMitcheU, from Virginia, bound 
to L'Orientj.having on board up- 
wards of 1 3 OP hogfheads of tobacco. 
During the acuon we had four 
men killed and nine wounded, one of 
which, is fince dead. The enemy had 
eight men killed, and 1$ wounded. 
We received confiderable damage in 
our mafts, yards, &il$, and rigging, 
and when the enemy ftruck, we had 
above, four feet water in our hold. It 
is with great pleaiure I acquaint you, 
that my officers, a,i>d fhip's company 
behaved therafelyes jn this action in 



a very gallant manner, having dons 
their duty with great fpirit, and very 
much to their honour* 

I am, &c. 

A. Gardner* 
Extra£ of a letter from the Hon. Rear 

Admiral Barrikgton to Mr. 

Stephens. 

Prince of Wake, in Gros IJlet Bay, 
&. Lucie, Feb. 4, 1779. 
Sir, 

It gives me infinite concern to ac- 
quaint you, that I yefterday received 
a letter from Captain Robertfon, of 
his Majefty's floop the Weazel, (whom 
I had difpatched for England with 
an account of the iflaridof St. Lucie 
being in his Majefty's pofleffion) in- 
forming me of that (loop's being; 
taken the 13th inil. by a French 
frigate, called the Boudevfe, of £$ 
guns, and carried into Guadaloupe. 

I am, however, not without hopes* 
that the duplicates of my difparches 
by Captain Robertfon, which I trans- 
mitted to Governor Burt to be for- 
warded from St. Chriftopher's, may 
be fortunate enough to arrive fafe ; 
but, for fear of mifcarriage, I have 
taken the opportunity of tranfmitting 
triplicates by Captain Fielding, who 
is going home with Vice Admiral By* 
ron's diipatches. 

I am, &c 

Sam. Barrington. 
ExtraB of a letter from the Hon* Fict 

Adm /WByron/u Mr .Stephens, 

Princefs Royal, off St. Lucie, the ~jtb 

and ytb of January, 1 779. 
[Duplicate] 
Sir, 

In my letter of the 30th of. No- 
vember from Rhode Ifland, I ac- 
quainted you for the information of 
their Lordfhips, that the mips I in* 
tended to proceed -with in queft of 
the French fquadroir, had been put 
in the bell condition which circunv 
ftances would admit of, and were 
then ready to fail. Several attempts 
were made to get out of the har- 
bour, but th£ prevailing winds were 

onfa- 
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' unfavourable, arid at times it blew 
with fuch violence that moft of thfc 
fhips parted their cables and loft ani- 
chors, and fome of them narrowly 
efcaped being wrecked* Thefe ac- 
cidents prevented the fquadron from 
failing until ^he 14th of December, 
when I pat to fea with the (hips 
named irr the margin *, and an- 
chored here yefterday morning with 
all of them except the Fame and 
Diamond, the former of which was 
difmafted the 1 8 th in a hard gale of 
Wind at South, attended with arr-un- 

' common high and confufed fea, in 
which all the fhips rolled and pitched 
exceedingly, and fuftained confider- 
able damage, particularly the Tri- 
dent, whofe main-maft is fpriing fi> 
dangeroufly in foor places, that it 
will only bear a jury top-mall* The 
Diamond was feen with the Fame 
after ftie tod her malts, and not being 
arrived, I prefume Captain Colby 
is following m«, and has kept the 
frigate with him. 

I refer their Lordlhips to Rear 
Admiral Barrington for an account 

' of the French fquadron's proceedings 
at this place, from whence it feems 
Monf. D*Eftaing withdrew his troops 
and (hips the 29th of laft month, I 
have difpatched fome frigates and 
fmall veilels to Martinico to recon- 
noitre Fort Royal, and bring intel- 
ligence whether his fquadron is in 
that harbour; in the mean time we 
are uling every poffible exertion to 
get our mips fupplied with wood and 
water, and their maih and rigging 
put in fome condition for fervice. 

9th January. The frigates and 
fmall veflels that were fent to recon- 
noitre, returned laft evening with 
accounts of Monf. D'Eftaing being 
at Fort Royal With his whole force. 
He has at leaft ten large frigates at 
klanihico, feveral of which are 
fheathed with copper, and fail re- 
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markably well, whieli has Iniaced 
me to fend orders for the Carisfcrt, 
Maiclftone and Ariel, belonging to 
the American fquadron, to join me 
from Antigua* where they are re- 
fitting. 

The Diamond anchored he*e laft 
niglit,having parted company wid* 
the Fame in a gale of wind the 25th 
of laft month, about 50 leagues N. IL, 
of Bermudas ; flie had then got jury 
mails nearly fittrd* and was making 
the beft of her way to Barbadoes. , 
I am, &c 

J. Brno** 
ExtraS efa ktterfrtm the Homurabk 
Fice- Admiral Byron to Mr. Ste- 
phens, Princtfs Royal in Grto 
IJlet Bay, St. Lucie, ^th February ^ 

Sir, 

I wrote to yoft the 7t.l1 of laft 
month by the Weaael floop, ient 
from hence with accounts of the pro- 
ceedings of the army and fquadron, 
and of the reduction ofSui*ucie, but 
that veflel had the misfortune to be 
taken on the < 13th, off St. Euftatia, 
by the French frigate the Boudeafe, 
after a chafe of nine hours, and car- 
ried into Guadaloupe, of which I 
only got advice yefterday ; and as it 
may be of importance to his Majefty'9 
fervice for Adminiftration to be in- 
formed of the ftate of affairs in thefe 
parts, the Pearl will proceed* imme- 
diately with duplicates of the dif- 
patches that ,were on board the 
Weazel. 

Monf D'Eftaing, with His fqiin- 
dron, ftill remains in Fort Royal 
harbour. He came out the 1 2th of 
January with fixseeu fail, and ftretched 
over toward St. Lucie; at day-iight 
next morning I got -underway. from 
the Cul de Sac, with thirteen fail of 
the line and three frigates* and flood 
for the French fquadroxs under a prefs 
of fail, in a line of battle a-head, but 



• Princefs Royal, Royal Oak, Conqueror, Fame, Grafton, Cornwall, 
Sultan; Albion, Monmouth, Trident, Diamond, and Star £loop. 

Monf, 
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Monf* D'Eftaihg ho fdoner dlfcovered 
oar force than he tacked, and made 
the beft of his way to regain the har- 
bour, which he accomplished before 
it was poflible to bring any of his 
firips to a&ion. His precipitate re- 
treat makes it difficult to account for 
Lis conduct in conning out with fo 
considerable a force, unlefs we could 
Juppofe him unacquainted with my 
haying joined Rear-Admiral Bar- 
rington, and that he intended ano- 
ther atuck upon this ifland ; the only 
thing againft ' fuch. a belief is, the 
great reafon we have to think hira 
well informed of what pafles at St. 
Lucie. Finding it in vain to expect 
the French fquadron would give us 
battle, and their fecure fituation in 
Fort Royal harbour not' admitting 
of their being compelled to it, I did 
not chufe to-jiin the hazard of being 
drove to leeward by the current, 
which would have happened had it 
fell little wind, therefore after having 
Stood clofe in with Fort Royal, I took 
the advantage of the frefh breeze 
which tben prevailed, and that even- 
ing brought the fquadron to an anchor 
in this bay, which being between 
three and four leagues to windward 
of the Grand Cul de Sac, enables 
us with more convenience to watch 
the motions of the French, and gives 
a better chance of cutting off the 
re-inforcement they expect under 
Monk Treville, fhould it come round 
the South-end of Martinique. 

The Pomona frigate arrived here 

- the 2d inftant, and at Barbadoes the 

29th of 1 ail month, having made the 

pailage to that ifland in twenty-fix 

days from Spithead* Captain Weld e* 

■ grave fell in with and took an Ame- 
rican privateer of 20 guns, called 
the Cumberland, about ten leagues 

, to windward of Barbadoes, after a 
chace- of feveral hours* She had 
been but a fhort time from Bottom, . 
and had only taken a tranfport from 

, Newfoundland, with fome recruits 
for the Nova Scotia volunteers; 



which tranfport was difmafted on tit* 
coaft of America, anfi the Venus re- 
took her with all the recruits clofe 
in with Martinique. The Cumber- 
land is a new lhip, and falls very 
fail ; &e was commanded by a Mr. 
Man ley, the fame perfon who com- 
manded the frigate called the Han- 
cock, when fhe was taken. 
I am, &c. 

J.* Byron. 
Extrafl of a letter from the Honourable 

Vice-Admiral Byron to Mr* 

Stephens. 

Princefs Royal in Gros IJlit Bay, 
February 5, 1779. 
Sir, 

As I found it necefTary to take the 
Prince of Wales and all the mips of 
the Iiaewithme-tomeejM.D'Eftaing 
upon his coming out of Fort Royal 
harbour, Rear- Admiral Barrington 
(who had fhifted his flag to the Ifis) 
exprefled a defire to return to the. 
Prince of Wales, and aft with me 
rather than remain at the Cul de Sac ; 
I granted his requeft, and mufl ac- 
knowledge myfelf very unhappy, at 
being fo circumflanced as to be un- 
der an indifpenfible necefilty of in- 
terfering with a command intrufled to 
an officer^ who has done his duty with 
Angular advantage to his country, 
and much honour .to himfelf* 

I am, &c. 
Gazette*] J. Byron. 

On the 30th of December, 1778* 

the Duke of Bolton delivered to 

his Majefly, in his clofet, at St. 

James's, the following representation; 

To the King. : 

We the fubferibing ^Admirals of 
your Majefty's royal navy, having - 
hitherto on all occasions, ferved your 
Majefly with zeal an(l fidelity, and 
being defirous of devoting every ac- 
tion 0/ our lives, and our lives them- 
felvcs, to your Majefty's fervice and 
the defence of our country, think 
ourfelves indifpenfibly bound by our 
duty to that fervice and that country, 

with 
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With all poflible Humility; to repre- 
*fent to your wiftlom and juftice* 

That Sir Hugh Pallifer, Vice Ad- 
miral of the Blue, lately ferving un- 
der the command of the Honourable 
Auguftus Keppel, did prefer certain 
articles of accufation, containing Se- 
veral matters of heinous offence a- 
gainft his faid Commander in Chief, 
to the Lords Commiffioners for exe- 
cuting the office of Lord High Admi- 
ral' of Great Britain, he the faid 
Sir Hugh Pallifer being himfelf a 
Commiiuoner in the faid Commiflton. 
This accufation he the faid Sir Hugh 
Pallifer with-held from the twenty- 
feventh day ofjuly laft, the time of 
the fuppofed offences committed, un- 
til the ninth day of this prefent De- 
cember, and then brought forward 
for the purpofe of. recrimination a- 
rainft charges conjectured by him the 
laid Sir Hugh Pallifer, but which in 
fad were never made. 

That the Commiffioners of the Ad- 
miralty, near five months after the 
•pretended offences afore&id, did re- 
ceive from their faid colleague in 
office, the charge made by him a- 
gainft his faid Commander, and 
without tajring into confideration the 
relative fituaaon of the accufer and 
the party accufed, or attending to 
the avowed motives of the accufation, 
or the length of time of with-holdmg, 
or the occafion of making the fame, 
and without any other deliberation 
whatever, did, on the very fame dav 
on which the charge was preferred, 
and without previous notice to the 
©arty accufed of an intention of ma- 
lting a charge againft him, give notice 
of their intending that a Court Mar- 
tial mould be held on the faid Ad- 
miral Keppel, after forty years of 
meritorious fervice, and a variety of 
actions in which he had exerted emi- 
nent courage and conduct, by which 
the honour and power of this nation, 
and the glory of the Brittfh flag, had 
been maintained and increafed in va- 
rious parts of the world. 
Vol VII. 



We beg leave to exprefs to your 
Majefty our concern at this proceed- 
ing, and to reprefent our apprehen- 
Aons of the difficulties arid difcourage- 
ments which will inevitably arife to 
your fervice therefrom ; and that it 
will not be eafy for men, attentive to 
their honour, to ferve your Majefty, 
particularly in fituations of principal 
command, if the practice now ftated 
to your Majefty be countenanced, or 
the principles upon which the fame 
has been fupported fhall prevail with 
any Lord High Admiral, or with 
any Commiffioner for executing that 
office. 

We are humbly of opinion, that a 
criminal charge againft an officer 
(rifing in importance according to 
the rank and command of that officer) 
whichMufpends his fervice to your 
Majefty, perhaps in the moft critical 
exigences of the public affairs, which 
calls his reputation into doubt and 
difculaon, which puts him on trial 
for his life, profeffibtt and reputation, 
and which* in its confluences, may 
caufe a fatal ceffation in the naval 
exertions of the kingdom, to be a 
matter of the moft ferious nature, 
and never to be made by authority 
but on folid ground, and on mature 
deliberation. The honour of an of- 
ficer is his moft precious pofleffion and 
beft qualification.; the public have 
an infertft in it ; and whilft thofe un- 
der whom we ferve countenance ac- 
cufation, it is often impoffible per- 
fectly to reftore military fame by the 
mere acquittal of a Court Martial* 
Imputations made by high autho- 
rity remain long, and affect deeply. 
The fphere of action of Commander* 
in Chief is large, and their f>ufinef$ 
intricate, and fubject to great variety 
of opinion ; and before thty are to be 
put on the judgment of others for 
aits, done upon their difcretion, the 
greateft difcretioti ought to be em- 
ployed. 

Whether the Board of Admiralty 

hath by law any fuch difcretion, we. 

Pp who 
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fkb aYeiRtt of tRe ^rofcffion of the ban aujfentfe t^dwrtit *if tSe prow 



law, tatmot pofi tiveiy affert ; but it 
we toad conceited that this Board had 
Ho legal nfe of their reafon m a point 
6f fueh <Jelicacy and importance, we 
mould hate known on what terms we 
ferved. But we never did imagine 
it poffible, that we were to receive 
orders from, and foe accountable to 
thofe who, by law, were reduced bo 
become pfcffive inftrutnents to- the 
poffibfe malice, ignorawee, or treafon 
of any individual, who might think 
fit to difarm his Majefty's navy of its 
beft and higheft officers. We con* 
ceive it difrefpe&ful to the laws of 
eur country to Alppofe them capable 
tff fiich maniftft injuftice and abfur- 
diry. 

Wetherefbre-bumbly reprdfent, in 
behalf of public order*, as well as of 
the drfcipline of the navy,, to your 
fciajefty, the dangers of long conceal* 
fed, and afterwards precipitately 
adopted changes, and of all recrimi- 
natory accufations of fubordinate 
pfficeps againft their Commanders in 
Chiefs and particularly the mifchief 
and fcandel of permitting men,, who 
are at onte in high civil office; and 
in fwbordinate military command, 
previous to their making fuch accti* 
fations, to attempt to corrupt the 
public judgment, by the publication 
of libels on their ofitceas in a common 
news-paper, thereby exciting rantmjr 
in your Majefty's navy, as well as 
prejudicing the minds of thoft whb 
are to try the merits of the accu&tion 
again the faid raperior officer. 



y^lfn Mem, 
Belted 
Samuel $ravc/ 9 

Rrttft Harhutdy 



BripU 
JmmrTmmg 
Matthew 3 arte ft, 
Francis Geary, 
Sbutikam, 
Ciark Gayton. 



C&*rlef*tpwn 9 (5.C)* Stpt. p> 

Laft Saturday, afiyrefence that has 

fcr feme time pail fubfilled between 

tjenert* Howe and GeneralGadfden, 

tcrtnina*ed*n*-ducU The, following 



ceedings on that occasion, «• Eleven* 
O'clock wa* the boor appointed for 
Genesals H. and G. to meet* About 
ten minutes before eleven, General 
H~aftd his fecond, Colonel Pxncicney r 
were at the place appointed, under 
Liberty-Tree: immediately after thejp 
had got there* General G» and his 
fecond Colonel Elliot, met them t 
but there being many people near 
the foot* ami tome men in the tree, 
the Monds ppopofed to ride to Mr. 
Percy's land, behind Mr. Jtudeeley'i 
houfe, as it was very well adapted 
for the purpofe, by the made and 
retirement it afforded. General G« 
and Colonel £ . went on in a Carriage, 
General H» and^Colonel P. Allowed 
at an undxpedteB diftance, on horfev 
bade. — -Wnen they oame to the 
ground they alighted, and the Ge- 
nerals paid each other the usual com- 
pliment of hat and hand, and reci- 
procally declared that they had no 
rancour* or resentment againfc <*ch 
other, and that it was Only m $sni* 
pKahce with a point of honour, which 
brought them there.*—The fecond* 
then examined and* loaded the piftols, 
in the *p*efence of the Generals ; and 
-delivered to General H. one -df his- 
*Wn pktols- and one of General XPs i 
and to General G # tine of his own 
and ana of General H's* General 
H. then defired his fecond to acquaint 
Ms friends, in cttfe he Ihoukl fall, that 
It Was his earneft Jtequeft that they 
*0trld not profceute -GerrersJ G. be- 
yond the mejfrictfmality m a* trial j 
-and Central G. defired both * the 
Seconds to acquaint his friends, m 
cafe he Ifaould fall, that he entirely 
forgave General H. and earneftly 
Pegged them not to nrtHfecuie fen ; 
«nd he particularly ehjolited Ctflotiel 
P. to charge his fan* not to inter- 
meddle in the affair -at iB. Oenend 
H'sfecohd then fteoped offr.be diftance 
-fixed tipon by htm and Cokytiel B. 
X^ghtAort pacts) and tfee Gertenfls 
be&g placed atthtir ftadtefe, Colonel 
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lUfaid, * Gentleman, vre hacv* now 
^marked out you/ diftance, anj& leave 
you to aft as you pleafe ; not doubt- 
ing, but at this is an affair of h,0<* 
nour, you will aft coaMent with the. 

-ibiftefc." General H. then faid to * fide, and be left on that fpcit. 
General G, " Fire, Sir/* General G ~ . . - 



'faid, "■ Qo yon fire fir A* Sir,." Ge- 
neral H. Jfeplied, ** We will both £r$ 
<ogethen" General Ck made no an* 
4wer, hw) Ijoth presented* There 
was a eauie for a few feconds^; and 
general 1J. lowered his piflol and 
faid, with a (mile* '• Why won/t 
you Bre, General G* V* General G% 
replied* " You brought me out, Ge- 
neral H.. to this ball-play, and ougbf 
to begin the entertainment." GeneraJ 
H. then fired and miffed* General 
&. after a (hort interval, Eicd, his 
piflol over his left arm, nearly ai 
right, angle's from General H. and 
then called out to General H, to fee 
again. General H« failed, and, a£ 
the fame time, dropping his* hand; 
with the piftoi in it, iaid, " No ! 
^General G. 1 cannot after this." 
£teneral G's fecond* iaidV he wat 
happy to. fee fo much honour* iu r the 
^Generals ; that h& did not think 
^General G. could have faaa> a handr 
Comer apology, -ox £enejai H. have 
fliewn a higher fenfe of honour, than 
in ailing as he ifcad done* Then 
General G, went unto, him .and (aid, 
" Jtf ow, General fl. I, wiU mention 
Wycai, what I could not do before* 
as my letter was a public one, and 
jthe wor4s contained in it itemed to 
jaae: to be proper ; *nd aa yonr's, was 
jl private one, the part in it,, whiph 
in the opinion of my friends left an 
-opening for an apology* I could- not 
then take, notice of* nut I told my 
friend in the carriage, before I came 
on the ground, that i intended tp 
receive your fipe.5 a»d though Imajr 
perhaps talk of tW matter, again, yet 
% aifoe yowIihaW never in future 
make uie of any harih expreiEonp 
concerning ycui/*.»^Genjeral H-cer 
.plied, "that it was very agrqtaJbl* 



to hiat* thai dk matter te«nw*ed ** 
this way, and he was happy y«n ha 
raiiTei him." General '&? famii 
laid* he hoped now the dimVence that 
had occasioned this duel, might fuJb* 
fide, and be left on that fpot. Th* 
General* then in token of their 
friendfhips Ihook hands- and parted.* 



Philadelphia f NovtmHer c. 
We have obtained the ^ fofiowpng 
copy of a late letter from the B*Ui% 
Comm£ffioners.to Congreft, which we 
hear that Honourable body did npC 
think worth their nptkeu 

New-Tjrk> 26 tb Otloitr, 1 778, 

.Si f > 
, It being reported that the Hptnant 
tender. Lieutenant Hale, tent from 
hence with a flag of truce, to. car?/ 
packets 4ire.fte.4- according to the 
enelofed lift, and containing, the ofU 
ginal and copies of a Maiufefto and 
Proclamation lately, iiTued by his 
Majefty'a Commiffiooers^ has. boen 
wrecked and, the papers loft ; I have 
the commands ox their Excellencies 
tp ti»nfmit the ihclpfed copies,, that 
the'Congrefs may be informed of thp 
contents; and in. cafe the report re- 
fpefting the wreck of the veflel fbove- 
rnentipned mould prove true; com- 
municate them tp the Atfeinblics of 
Penri^lvanja and the f)eleware coun- 
ties, to whom, as well as. to* the 
Cong*eis ti the inftpument,. executed 
in. due form* ih*U be fent as foon as 
any o>fire is by them fignified to that 

I.arn, with duejefoccV Sif^ your 
mofl obedient, ana moft numbFe 
feyyaiitf . 

An am Faacusow* 
JUs. txulltney Htniy l&uritnS) Effy 

tfrPr4fi4tr#*ftht.G*ngrtj:i>l3c. 

Lift of packets fent by Lieutenant 
Hale on board the Hotham tender* 
^dreifod as follow* ; 

, No» of packets. 

To ,the ; AflembJy of fuch of % 
the States of Penn.iy>ania and 

Ppz " Deiaware, 
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Delaware, jnftnuseats figned tad 
feakd on vellum. 

To his Excellency the Gover- 
nor for the time being, in each of 
the States of Delaware and Penn- 
fylvama, 

To the Honourable the Prefi- 
dent for the time being, 

To the Honourable the Speaker 
of the Auemolies, 

* To the officer commanding in 
Chief the Provincial forces. 

To the. Reverend the Ministers 
ofthe Goipel, 

To the Chief Tuftice and Judges 
of the Courts of Juftke, * 

To the Prefident of the Con- 
grefi, 

To the Delegates of each State 
inCongrefs. 



'3 



PaJJi, near Paris, Jug. iz f 1778. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to inclofe a few 
news-papers, and a letter from Spain ; 
they contain all the news, excepting 
that the men of war at Toulon have 
gone out and taken four rich mips, 
belonging to the EngKfh, faid to be 
worth four millions of livres. 
I have the honour to be, 
with all poffible refpecl, 
your moil humblefervant, 
John Adams. 
Prefidtnt Laurens. 

Published by order of Congrefs, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 
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ground while he had die leaft hopes; 
of reclaiming it. Other indications 
«f the feme,* are further preparations/ 
for embarking more troops, are go- 
ing on, and they are actually dif- 

2 mantling and deftroying their fbrtifi- 
cations on Staten-fflano. 

2 ** On its being infimated to me 
by> Governor Livingfton, that Con T 

% , grefs was defirous to hare the parti* 
coiars of the maffaae of Colonel Bay- 

2 lor's regiment,' I defired Dr. Griffith. 
Surgeon and Chaplain to General 

% Woodford's brigade, and who attends 
Colonel Baylor and the other wound- 

2 ed perfoni, to colled all the evidence 
lie could of that barbarous affair. I 

1 have juft now received his collections 
on that horrid - fubjeft, which, with 
with his letter to me, you will find in 
thisinclofure. And thajt thefe ex* 
traces be followed by Dr. GriJfith's 
letter to Lord Stirling, and the de* 
portions from 1 to 8 inclufive, witH 
Galloway's letter, No. 9. 
Orange-town, O&aber to, 1778^ ' 

My Lord, 
The injunctions laid on me by 
your Lordmip, I have endeavoured 
to fulfil in the moft fatisra&ory and 
expeditious manner the nature of toy 
fituation would admit. The inclofed 
teftfmony will fhew that Congrefs 
was not misinformed refpe&ing the 
favage cruelty attending the furprize 
of Colonel Baylor's regiment; iii 
taking which, I do affiire you, re- 
gard has been had only to efTential 



Extraftof a letter from Major-general : zzft& 9 without taking notice of the 
Lord Stirling, dated Elizabeth- many exaggerating circumftances of 



town, Q3ober 21, 1778. 

'«« Yefterday I detected the inclofed 
letter from J. Galloway to Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Hylliard. By the fize and fliape 
of it, he undoubtedly expefted it 
would fiave efcaped our notice, and 
have readied his fifter. The formal 
leave he takes of his fifter, and his 
heacT-ftrqng country, that will not be 
faved by him* indicates a general 
evacuation of New- York ; for he ne- 
ver would think of quitting his 



inhumanity, fuch as' opprobrious ran* 
guage without diftjneiion, beating 
even thofe they thought were mor- 
tally wounded, not excepting .any of 
the officers, and ftripping every man, 
in a very cold night, of almoft all 
their deaths : all this is confirmed 
by the concurring teftimony of all 
the officers and men, and their na» 
kednefs proves, in part, their after* 
tions. 

Your Lordfcip delires me to becnv 
comftantial 
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eumftantiai in every thing *hat re- light infantry, 

rj the furprize of this regiment ; 
following account of the caufi 
of it is given by Colonel Baylor, and 
the officers who were prefent. Colo- 
nel Baylor,' in order to be at a poft 
where he could better obfenre the 
enemy, and get the carlieft intellir. 
gence of* their movements, moved his 



regiment from Paramus to Herring* 
town, to which place are two roaos 
leading, one on eaeh fide the Hack- 
inTack river* Half a mile diftance 
from the village is a bridge over the 
river, where a Serjeant and twelve 
men were potted,' with orders to pa- 
trble a mile below the bridge, and at 
ibme diftance from the roads; the 
patroles were to be relieved every 
hour. The enemy had been inform* 
ed of this, though the regiment took 
that nation but the preceding day, 
and fent'a large party to get in the 
rear of this guard ; this they effected 
by jping through fields and bye- 
ways, a great way about, and took 
or killed the whole guard, without 
giving any alarm to the regiment. 

The officer who commanded the 
detachment of the enemy on this fer- 
vice, was Major-general Grey, who 
had with him the 2d light infantry, 
id grenadiers, the 33d, and one 
other regiment of foot, and fome 
horfe. That he ordered no quarter 
to be given appears, as well as by the 
indofed teftimony, from the report 
of many inhabitants who have heard 
the Britifh officers fpeak of it pub- 
licly ; and alfo that the charges were 
drawn from thefr firelocks, and the 
flints taken out, that the men might 
be tonftraihed to ufe their bayonets 
only * this has occasioned the Gene- 
ral to be nick-named, among fuch 
of theJJritifh officers as can feel the 
compunctions of humanity, the Ne- 
flint General. The principal agents 
of General Grey, in this bloody bu- 
fineft; appear to be a Major Straw, 
benzie, Captain Sir James Baird, 
and a Captain Ball, all of the fecond 



The inclo&d letter 
from the Aid-de-camp of General 
Grey to Sir James Baird, fos)ndat' 
the quarters of Sir James, will /hew, 
that the companies commanded by 
the above-named Captains, were at 
the places where" the greatest cruelties 
were exercifed ; as the officers waofe 
watches are enquired after, com- 
manded the troops which fufiered 
moft, « 

It appears that very few, or non* 
of the Britifh officers, entered the 
quarters of our troops, upon this occa- 
fion; that no flop might be put to 
the rage and barbarity, of their btood- 
hounds. It appears, indeed, that 1 
one of their light infantry Captains 
had the feelings of reraorfe, and ven- 
tured to difobey his order ; he gave 
quarter to the whole fourth troop,, 
and not a man of them was hurt, ex- 
cept two that happened to be on 
juard : for the honour of humanity* 
it is to be wifhed this gentleman's 
name had been known. - 

Notwithftanding the cruelty of the 
orders, it does not appear, that they 
effected their purpofe fo fully as they 
intended, or might have been expect- 
ed : the number of privates prefent 
were 104— out of which 11 were 
killed outright, xy were left behind 
wounded, 4 of whom are fince dead, 
39 are prifoners at New- York, 8 of 
them wounded, the reft made their 
efcape. There are, befides, prifon- 
ers in New- York, a Captain (Swan) 
two fubal terns (Randolph and Dade) 
a volunteer (Killy) and the Surgeon's 
mate ; and, befides Major Qough, 
who died of his wounds, there were. 
wounded of the officers, Colonel Bay- 
lor, Lieutenant Morrow, and Mr* 
Evans, the Surgeon. 

Thefe are all the particulars I have 
been able to collect concerning this 
unhappy affair, which can be any 
way fatisfac~lory. 

I have the pleafure to inform your 
Lordfhip, that Colonel Baylor is in a 
vtry fair way of being foon well, and 

this 
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«K* toy ritoved W the New Bridge, 
ft* his more comfortable accommo* 
Nation i 

I have the: honour to be, you/- 
LordAip'a moA obedient, and mosl 
humble {errant*, 

P* S The acewmt given by Colo- 
nel ftiylor, and his officers, of die 
jcsftfe.of hi* Jbrpriae, i* confintoed by 
the enemy's account in Gaine's New* 
York Paper, of the nth jnibot. 
Lark Stirling* 

We, the undernamed jperfona, fbj- 
4sea in the regiment of light d*a- 
mms, commanded by CoL George 
Baylor, do, feverally, fwear and de- 
clare, fclemuly* as in the prefence of 
Almighty God, that the ondet-men- 
aionedfajSb, as related by each of a a, 
are true : 

Thomas HuaoUraftm, Serjeant |d\ 
troop. He fays, that he effected hu 
♦sfca^e, trahurt;; but as he run ©IF, 
be heard the Beitifh feldiere cry out* 
* 4 Jfoi<ver him," repeatedly* 

Southward Cullency, x ft troop, has 
twelve wound*, ten of which ate itt 
.his bread, belly and hack. 

Heiays* that on the enemy's en- 
tering the bant, where his troop lay, 
fee. and all the men afkedfbr quarter, 
which waa refuted ; that the Britifh 
Capt. Bail, (of the id light infantry) 
a&ed his men, how many of the rebels 
were a&uaHy dead; and, on being; 
told the number, he ordered all the* 
xeft to be knocked on the head ; that 
•he Colliers muttered about it, and 
aiked why they had not been made to 
kill them all at once ? and why they 
meed have two /pells abeut it? He 
adds that five or fix of the wounded 
were knocked on the head. 

Thomas Benfon, zd troop, has 
twelve wounds, nine of which are in 
iis body, the other three in his arms* 
fie declares, that he. heard the men in 
the barn, where he was, aikfor quar- 
ter, which was* returned with wound* 
and abufive language; that he did 
sotafkibr quarter himfelf, belieyin^is 



in vain, as he heard, the BrkJh fdhUcm, 
reply to the others, who begged it* 
that their Captain had ordered then* 
to flab all, and take no prifonera- 
. Julian King and George Willis* 
toth of the ad troop*. The forme* 
has fuseen wounds* eleven of which, 
are m his breafi, fide, and belly. 
The latter has nine wounds, three af 
them in* hW biteaiL. They fay, that 
the British {bidiers, on entering 
the barn where they went, fent to 
fcnow of their officer- what; they were 
to do with the two prifoaera, who *e- 
turned for aafwer, that they were tq 
kill every one of them; that th#g 
begged far ^parser, which was xe- 

Thomaa Talley, ad troop, has fix 
wound*, all of then* in his breaftatfd 
belly. He deck^ea,^ that after the 
enemy had taken him ppibner an4 
flripped him of his- breeches, they 
fent to their Captain to Icnow what 
they fhould do wijjt him, who oom- 
sjaasuied bun inio the barn, where 
•hey imxnediately gave hka three 
wounds ha the breaft with their bay* 
#nets, and thnec afterwards. 

Jefle Riding, 3d troop, has one 
wou&4 in his breaft with a bayonet* 
He declares that, he btgged for quar- 
ter repeatedly and earneiUy, and waa 
told there was no quarter tor him* 
that he was on guard over fome fo- 
rage ; that the whole guard aiked for 
quarter, and that they were all of 
them (a corporal and three privates) 
wounded. 

James Amey, 5th troop, hasfeven 
wounds, kve of then) in his front 
and belly* He fays that he wa* one 
of the forage guard at the time of 
their being furpriaed ; that he beg- 
ged for quarter of the enemy, which 
was returned with wounds* 

Bartktt Hawkins, 5th troop, ha* 
three wounds, two of them in hit 
bwafl . He fays, that, after he got 
out of the barn where he lay, he 
aiked for quarter, and the officer call* 
t4 out. w the Soldiers to flab himj 

which 
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flinch he imrhectiaMy di2; t&at he lie believes, that they ^HMUf fcntr 



heard the Britifh foldiers fay, 4hey 
could give no quarters, as it was 
contrary to their orders. 

James Southward, jtlv troops Hfc 
lays, that he efcaped unhurt,, by ^con- 
cealing hhnfelf in the barn, which 
the enemy entered ; that there were 
! 3 men of his regiment m the bam y 
five of whom were- killed outright, 
all the reft, except himfelf, were 
bayoneted ; that he heard ihe flritHh 
Officer order his men to j>ut all to 
death, and afterwards aft rf they had 
finifhed all ? That they ottered quar- 
ters ro fome, who, on forrendering 
themfelvef, were bayoneted*. 

John Carrol, 6th troop, has three 
wounds, one of them in his 'breaft, 
iays, that he repeatedly afted for 
* Quarter, and the enemy cried out, 
" tfkere it rid quarter for yom" ** run 
tim through. '* Th at they afterward s 
gave quarter to four men of the fame 
troop, who they found in the draw. 
Morris-County^ State of Nenu- 
Jerfey^ ff. 



quarters, and that he heard one cf 

the enemy, and, as he believes, one 
of *heir officers, aft, whether they 
{the -enemy meaning) had finimeft 
them all ? meaning our men % upoft 
which >hey anfwerea' yts > and then, 
•he ordered them to turn out: that 
the whole regiment was in fix different 
quarters, and toe Colonel's made the 
levenfihv* 

James Sudduth* 
Sworn before me, the i8th of 
06kdber, 1778. 

WlfLIA-M LlVllCGSTOW* 

Somerfet-CouTttj, 'State ofN*<w-' 
Jerfey t ff. 
Samuel Brooking, being duly 
fworn, depofeth and faith, That hie 
is a private in Colonel Baylor's re* 
ginxent of ligbt-hoHe, in the ferviee 
of the United Stalest that in the 
night of the 27th day of September 
laft, this deponent, together with 
nineteen others, belonging to the 
faid regiment, lodged in a barn m 
Herring-town, near Tapan* aod were 



James Sudduth, being duly fwdrn, , Hiarmed with a number oftheene*. 

depofeth and faith, That he is a Ser- my F who iiad furrounded the faii 

jeant in the fifth trotfp of Colonel barn : that thofe of the men in the 

Savior's regiment of dragoons, in barn who attempted to get out, werfe 

the ferviee of the United Sratest bayoneted in their attempt, upon. 



that fometime about the- 17th of Sep- 
tember laft, being in a barn in Her- 
ring-town, neaTTapan r in the State 
»f New-York, with a number of 
men belonging to the faid regiment, 
he was awaked oat of hi* fleep by a 
jfoife among the men, and the firft 
words he heard were, kill them ! kill 
'them ! upon which our men cried for 
quarters, and the enemy told them 
totnrnoutj and as they did turn out 
towards the door df the barn, the 



which the others called out for quar- 
ters ; upon which the Britifh troops 
called out to them to come out of 
the barn, and our menexpe&ing tip*, 
oft that to have quarters, began to 
march out as prifoners, and the de- 
ponent among the reft: that as he 
came near the barn xloor, he received 
a ftab with a bayonet in his arm, anii 
in endeavouring to difengage his arm 
'from the bayonet, he wrenched the 
bayonet from the firelock, and matte 



enemy bayoneted them, and five df his efcape through another door of 



them .were killed after they came out 
of the barn, unarmed, and with in- 
lent toiurrenderthemfelves prisoners, 
of war. Arid further this deponent 
faith riot, except that our men made 
no opposition at all, nor took up 
"their* arms, -from *n- expectation, a* 



the bam, the bayonet remaining in 
his arm, and he travelling with U 
fticktag in his arm near four miles-: 
as he was running from them, he- 
heard fome of them, who were ftill 
engaged in taking and killing our 
men* cry out, jhivtr tbtM, and give 
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m fwdttmf and the fame cry he 
head all along his pailage from 
thence to Colonel Baylor's abutters, 
which he found alfo furrounded by 
the enemy. And further this depo- 
nent faith not. 

Samuel Brooking. 

Sworn the 10th day of October, 
+11%% before me, 

William Livingston* 
Staff ef New Jtrfej* Morris* 
County* n. 

Thomas Benfon, being duly fworn, 
jepofeth and faith, That he is a pri- 
vate in the fourth troop of Colonel 
Baylor's regiment of light dragoons, 
in the fervice of the United Sates : 
ehet in the night of the 27th day of 
September laft, being quartered with 
^he fecond troop in a barn in Her- 
fing-town, one of the men cried out 
they were furrounded by the enemy, 
»pon which the enemy cried out, 
Jkrraufarjeu re fob, and forae of our 
men called out that it was not worth 
while to contend, or words to that 
effect; that notwithftanding this, 
and our men's nuking no defence, 
from an expectation, as he believes. 
of being treated as prifoners of war, 
the enemy ftabbed this deponent irt 
Ids back, fhoulders, arms, and hip ; 
that he received twelve wounds, as 
he was told by the Doctor. That of 
the troop to which he belonged, the 
enemy killed, as he was informed, 
and believes, five of thofe who were 
in that barn. That he made his 
efcape by getting' over a fence.in the 
bam yard. And further this depo- 
nent faith not. 

Thomas Benson. 

Sworn the 18th of October, 1778, 
before me, 

William Livingston. 
Somtrftt-Ceunty, State ef JWw- 
Jerfey, ft 

David Stringfellow, being duly 
fworn, depofeth and faith, That he 
is a private in Colonel Baylor's regi- 
ment of dragoons, in the fervice of 



the 17th of September laft, this de- 
ponent, together with a number o( 
others belonging to the faid regiment, 
lodged in a barn in Herringtown^ 
near Tapan, and being alarmed by 
a number of the enemy, who had fact 
rounded the faid bam, and unable 
to make a defence from the fuperio^ 
rity of the enemy's number, the de- 
nonent made his efcape out of the 
oarn, bat was wounded by one of 
the enemf with a fmall fword, after he, 
had got about forty or fifty yards from 
the ham ; that he fell down with 
the wound, and got under the feet 
of our own horfe in a little ftied, to 
protect himfelf by that means from 
the farther aflaults of the enemy, and 
there remained till day light, and 
then returned again to the barn and 

fot his cloaths, which, in his flight 
e had been obliged to leave behind : 
that he heard one of our Corporals, 
Henry Rhore, call out for quarters 
at or near the back door of the faid 
bam, upon which the enemy corfed 
him, and the next morning this de- 
ponent found him in the barn, into 
which he had crawled wi th his 
wounds, with which he expired the 
fame day : that the wound which 
this deponent received "was by an 
officer of the Britifh troops. And 
further this deponent^faith not. 

David Stkingfellow. 
Sworn the 10th day of October,, 
1778, before me, 

William Livingston. 
Morr if -County, State ef N**tu- 
Jerfey* ff. 
Thomas Taliey and George Wylr 
lis, being duly fworn, depofe and 
fay, That they belong to the fecond 
troop of light-dragoons in Colonel 
Baylor's regiment, in the iervice of , 
the United States : that in the night 
of the 27th day of September laft, 
being quartered in a bam in Herring- 
town, near Tapan, they were alarm* 
ed with a cry that the firft troop of 
the faid regiment, who were quar- 



the United States: that in the night of tered in a neighbouring barn, were 

fur- 
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furrounded and taken by the enemy ; kill them all ; 

and the faid Thomas Talley faith, 

upon hearing the faid alarm, he got 

up and put on his cloaths, and went 

to the barn door, and aiked the ene- 
my for quarters ; upon which they 

told him to come on, and he fhould 

not be hurt ; that thereupon he ad- 
vanced towards them, and on his 

coming up to them, they pulled off 

His breeches, and took from him his 

money, and filver flock and knee- 
buckles t that they then fent to one 

of their officers at a neighbouring' 

houfe, to know what was to be done 

with the prifoners j that* in a few 

minutes thereafter, word was brought, 

that the officer ordered all the priion- 

ers to be killed ; upon which the 

deponent was ordered into the faid 

barn, and had no fooner entered the 

barn, than they ftruck him with three 

bayonets about the breaft, upon which 

he dropped on the ground, and af- 
terwards found that he had received 

three more wounds in the back, of 

which he was then infenfible : that 
the enemy held a candle to h» face, 
to difcover, as he believes, whether 
he was dead, and he fuppofea left 
him, taking him to be dead or ex- 
piring, and that he never ufed any 
arms, nor made any refinance againft 
them during the whole fcene. And 
the faid George Wyllis faith, That 
upon the above-mentioned alarm, he 
flipt on his coat and boots, and going 
to the barn door, he found the ene- 
my at it with their bayonets charged, 
and thinking it impoffible to get out 
without the lofs of his life, he again 
retired into the barn ; and thereupon 
they came in, laid hold of the depo- 
nent, and walked with him to the 
other door of the barn; that they 
plundered his pockets, and upon his 
aflcing for quarters, they fent a man 
to aflt their Captain what was to 
be done with their prifoners ; that 
in a few minutes after the man re- 
turned, and hallowed at the barn 
door, that the Captain faid they muft 
Vol. VIJ. 



that upon this he im- 
mediately received two wounds with 
a bayonet in his breaft, and on turn-' 
ing about to the other door, he re- 
ceived two more in his back, and 
they continued ilabbirig him till he re- 
ceived twelve wounds. That after 
he had fallen with ' his wq'uhds, they 
ftripped him, and by their conv^rfa- 
tion he underdood, they left him for 
dead, with two more of the faid 
troops who lay near him. * And fur- 
ther thefe deponents faith not. 

Thomas Tally* 

Georg^ Wyllis. 

Sworn the 22d day of October, 1778* 

before me, 

William Livingston, 

MorrtS'Conney 9 State of New- 

Bartolet Hawkins, being duly 
fworn, depofeth and faith,' That he 
is a private in the fifth troop of light 
dragoons in Colonel Baylot's regi- 
ment, That fometime in tfye latter 
end of laft month, he was quartered 
with the faid troops in a barn near 
Tapan ; that the faid troopi being 
alarmed by the enemy, this deponent 
afked for quarters, and four of the 
enemy (landing about the deponent, 
(he having no arms) an* officer order- 
ed them to ilab him,. upon which 
two of them immediately (tabbed 
him with their bayonets, and left 
him near the barn door on the ground, 
taking him, as he fuppofes, to be 
dead or expiring. And farther faith^ 
that when he aiked for quarters, the 
enemy replied that they could give 
none, for it was their orders to ftab 
every man. 

Bartolet Hawkins. 

Sworn the tld day •/ OSiober^ 1 778, 

before me, 

William Livingston. 

Morris-County 9 State of New 

Jerfey, ff. 

Jofeph Carrol, being dulyfwom, 
depofed and faith, That he is a pri- 
vate in the fixth troop of Col. Baylor's 
regiment of dragoons, in the fervice 
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ef Ac tTnf ted States ! that on tlie 
pight of the twenty-feventh day of 
September laft, this deponent with 
the faid troop, being in a barn ia 
Herring-town r being alarmed by die 
call of the ferjeant, that they were 
attacked by the enemy, the deponent 
£ot up t&put on his cloaths, and as 
he went with his faddle to faddle his 
fcorfe,' at, or juft out of the barn 
door, feeing himfeif furrounded by 
the eneray r he aiked for quarters, 
and furrendered hamfely a prifoner j 
upon which fome of the enemy, with- 
out making him any anfwer, flock 
him with theix bayonets in his left 
arm and bxeaif , and immediately af- 
ter bayoneted him in his light arm; 
«pon which the deponent dropped 
down in the barn-yard, where they 
left him, and returned into the barn, 
and took four of our men prifoners, 
the refl having made their efcape t 
that, returning from the bam, they 
examined him with a candle, and 
thinking him to be dead, as he be- 
lieves, they ftrippedhim of ail his 
cloaths, except his fbirtaad waiftcoat : 
and farther with, that the faid regi- 
ment was quartered in fix different 
barns, befides the Colonel's quar- 
ters* 

JosEPif Carrol* 
Sworn before me, this 18 th of 
September, 177S. 

WlLXtAM Ll»VtNCSTON*v 

— — -p-- Morrow, Lieutenant and 
Adjutant to Colonel Eaylor's regi- 
ment of light-dragoons, deth declare, 
iblemnly, and upon his honour, 
That on finding himfeif furrounded 
in his quarters, by the Britifh troops, 
he offered to furrender himfeif, and 
begged his life : that they replied, 
*' Tei % damn you, <we iviM give you 
quartern /" and then rujbed on and 
(tabbed him with their bayonets, and 
ftripped him of all his cloaths» 

N. B* Mr* Morrow received fevea 
wounds, three of which are in his 
breail, and he was exceffiveJy bruifed 



in his head with tne outts oft&eit 
mufkets. Thinking him dead, they 
left him without taking his parole, ^ 

Abraham Blauveldjt, a Captain ia 
the milkia of Orange-County, and 
precinct of Kakeate, doth folemnly^ 
and upon his honour, declare, That 
purfuing the enemy as they were re* 
tiring from Herring-town, on the- 
morning of the twenty-eighth of Sep- 
tember laft, and finding himfeif fur* 
rounded by a vaftly fuperior force,, 
and a retread impofliWe, he offered 
to furrender himfeif, but that inflead 
of quarters, he was inilantly fired 

rand wounded in the thigh, and. 
wards ftabbed in the breaft with 
a bayonet, and left for dead. He 
further declares, that he heard the 
Britifh officers and fbldiers fwear, that 
they would give quarters to no militia 



New-York* Ofiober 10, 1778* 
My ewer dear and only Sifter * 
I did not leave Philadelphia with- 
out writing to you a fhort letter. 
Nor can I leave this ungrateful coun- 
try without takings my leave of a 
iiiLer for whom I feed all that affection 
which ought to flow from the breafl 
of the tendered and moil affectionate 
brother, and whofe invariable love 
and affection never fhall be obliterated 
from my memory. Be afTured, what- 
ever be my lot, or however diftant 
my fituauon* you ever fhall be the. 
one of the perrons remembered in my 
prayers to that Supreme Exigence 
whom we both adore, and on whole 
goodnef* and mercy we depend for 
every thing we enjoy here and our 
expectations, hereafter- X call thi* 
country ungrateful, becaufe I have 
attempted to fave it from the diftref* 
it at prefeat feels, and becaufe it has 
wpit onry rejected my endeavours^ 
but returned me evil for good* £ 
feel for its mifery; but I feel it i» 
not finiihed — its cup b not yet foil 
— fHll deeper diftrefs will attend it.. 
Was it ia my power, X would, not- 

with* 
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Wt&ftanding its feverity againft me, 
j>referve it from fuch deftruclion. But 
it is not for mortals to counter^ the 
will of Heaven. - Its defigns are un- 
searchable, and baffles the wifdom of 
inan. To its decree*, I leave future 
♦vent. May they be foch as mall 
reftore this unhappy land xo a ibte 
of order and happine£. 

Our feparation gives me great pain ^ 
but I truft it will aiot be laftiog ; and 
I ftilUnroly believe,, fhould Provi- 
dence fpareour lives but a little while, 
1 (hall once more enjoy the long wifh- 
"ed-for opportunity of embracing my 
dear aa>d only fifter. In the mean 
tome I pray God to blefs and preferve 
you, my brother, and my dear.coufins 
and their children, from all dangers 
and diftrefs. You feall hear from 
me often. Adieu, my dear fitter, 
may Heaven take you under its par- 
ticular care, and give you everycom - 
fort under his difpenfations. Be* 
lieve me ever, with the fiaceieft af- 
fection, ypur brother. 

J- Gauoway. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hylliard. 

Publimed by order of Congrefs, 
Charles Thomson, Sec, 



Pbiladefybia, SeptmUr 1 3* 177!, 
Sir, . 

I am (enfible of a particular degree 
of pleafuxe in executing the order of 
Congrefs, Signified in their a& of the 
9th mftant, which will be inclofed 
with this, exprefling the fendment* 
of the Representatives of the United 
States of America, oFyourJiigh merit * 
on the late expedition againft Rhodt- 
Mand. ^ ^ * 

You will do Congrefs juftice, Sir* 
in receiving the prefent acknowledg- 
ment as a tribute of the refpeel and 
gratitude of a free people. I have 
„the honour xo be, with very ge&t re- 
fpe&andefteem, Sir, 
Your obedient, 
and moft humble fcrvant, 
Hhkrt Laurens, 
Prefident of the Congreftu 
ffi* Right Honourable the Marquis 
<//&Fayette, Major General . 
in the arm of the United States, 

To which the Marquis replied as 
follows: 

Camp, September 23* 1778. 
Sir, 
I have jufl received your favour of 



Philadelphia, in Congrefs, September ■ the 13th inftant, acquainting me of 



9* I778' 

Refohred, That Me. Erefident be 
requefted to inform the Marquis de la . 
Fayette, that Congrefc have a due 
fenfe of the facrince he made of his 
perfonafl feelings in undertaking a 
journey to £ often, with a view of pro-, 
moting the iotereft of thefc States, at 
a time when an occafion was daily ex- 
peeled of his acquiring glory in the 
field, and that his gallantry in going 
<ra Rhode-Ifland, when the greateit 
part of the army had retreated, and 
Lis good conduct in -bringing off the 
picouets and mit-ientriea, deferves 
their particular approbation. - 

The foregoing refolutkm was com- 
municated to the Marquis in the fol- 
lowing letter z 



the honor Congrefs have been pleated 
to confer on me by their mod graci- 
ous refolve. Whatever pride fuch an 
approbation may juiUy give me,' I am 
not lefs affected by the feelings -of 
gratefulneis, and that fatisfadtton of 
thinking my endeavours were ever 
looked on as ufeful to a caufe in 
which my Jieart is fo deeply Intereft- 
ed, be fo good, Sir, as to prefent to 
Congrefs any plain and hearty thanks, 
with a frank ajflfurance of a candid at- 
tachment, the only one worth being 
offered to the Reprefentatives of a 
freepeople. 

liie moment I heard of America, I 
loved lier : the moment I knew Hie 
was fighting for freedom, I burnt with 
the deiire of bleeding fox her ; and 

Q^q 2 the 
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the moment I mall be able of ferving 
her in any time, or any part of the 
.world, will be among the happieft 
ones in my lire.' I never fo much 
wifhed for occafiohs of deferving thofe 
obliging fentiments I am honoured 
with by thefe States and their Repre- 
fentatives, and that fo flattering con* 
fidence they have been pleafed to put 
in me; which has filled my heart 
with the warmeft acknowledgement 
and moft eternal affection. With the 
higheft regard I have the honour to 
be, Sir, 

YourmOft obedient 
humble fervant, 

La Fayette* 
The Honourable the freftdent of 
the Congrefs, of the United 
States > efc.-WV. 

In Congress, Otlober 13, 1778. 

The following letters were read in 

Congrefs : 

Head-<$uarterj, Oaober 6,1778. 
Sir, 

This will be delivered to you by 
Major General the Marqufe de Ja 
Fayette, The generous motives which 
firft induced him to crofs the Atlantic, 
and enter the army of the United 
States, are well known to Congrefs. 
Reafons equally laudable now engage 
his return to France, who, in her pre- 
fent circumitances, claims his fervice. 

His eagernefs to offer his duty to 
Iris Prince and Country, however 
great, could not influence him to quit 
the Continent in any ftage of an uu- 
Hnifhed campaign — he refolved to re- 
main at leaft till the clofa of the pre- 
fent — and embraces this moment of 
fufpence, to communicate his wifhes 
to Congrefs with a view of having the 
neceflary arangements made in time, 
and of being Hill within reach, fhould 
any occaiion offer of diftingulfhing 
Jiimfelf in the field. 

The Marquis at the fame time, 
from a defire of preferving a relation 
with us, and a hope of having it yet 
$n his power to be uf$ful «s an Ame- 



rican officer, folie&s only a furlough, 
fumcientfbr the purpofes above-men- 
tioned — A reluctance to part with an 
Officer, who unites to all the military 
fire of youth, an uncommon maturity 
of judgment, would lead me to prefer 
his being abfent on this footing, if k 
depended^ on me. I mail always be 
happy to give fuch a teftimony of his 
fervices, as his bravery and conduct, 
on all occasions, entitle him to ; and 
I have no doubt that Congrefs will 
add fuitable expreffions of their fenfe 
of his merits, and their regret on ac- 
count of his departure. I have the 
honour to be with the greateft re* 
fped, Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 
George Washington, 
P. S. The Marquis. is fo obliging 
as to take charge of a packet, con- 
taining the proceedings of a Court 
Martial in General Schuyler's cafe. 

Philadelphia, Oaober 13, 1778. 

Sir, 
Whatever care I fhould take not to 
employ the precious inftantt of Con- 
grefs in private confide rations, £. beg 
leave to lay before them my prefent 
circumftances, with that confidence 
which naturally fprings from affection 
and gratitude, the fentiments which 
fcind me to my country can never be 
more properly fpoken of than in pre- 
fence of men who have done fo much 
for their own. As long as I thought 
I could difpofe of myfelf, I made it 
my pride and pleafure to fight under 
American colours, in defence of a 
caufe which I dare more particularly 
call ours, becaufe I had the good luck 
of bleeding for her. Now, Sir, that 
France is involved in a war, I am 
urged by a fenfe of my duty, as well 
as by patriotic love, to prefent myfelf 
before the King, and know in what 
manner he judges proper to employ 
my fervices. The moft agreeable of 
all, will always be fuch as may enable 
me to ferve the common caufe among 
thofe whofe friendfhip 1 had the hap- 
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plnefs to obtain, and whofe fortune I 
had the honour to follow in lefs tout- 
ing times, 'That reafon, and others, 
which I leave to the feelings of C«n- 
grefs, engage me to beg from them 
the liberty of going home for the 
next winter. 

As long as there were any hopes 
of an aftive campaign, I did not think 
of leaving the field. Now that I fee 
.a very peaceable and undifturbed 
moment, I take this opportunity of 
waiting on Congrefs. In cafe my re- 
queft is granted I fhall manage fo my 
departure t as to be certain before going 
oft", the campaign is truly over. In- 
clofed you will find a letter from his 
-Excellency Gen Washington, where 
he exprefles his aflent to my getting 
a leave of abfence. I dare flatter 
myfelf that I fhali be looked on as a 
foldier on furlough, who moft hear- 
tily wants to join again his colours, 
and his moft efteemed and beloved 
fellow-foldiers. 

In cafe it was thought that I can 
be any way ufeful to die fervice of 
America, when I fhali find myfelf 
among my countrymen, in cafe any 
exertion of mine is deemed fervice- 
able, I hope, Sir, I fhall always be 
confideredas the man who is the moll: 
interefted in the welfare of thefe Uni- 
ed States, and who has the moil per- 
fect affection, regard and confidence 
for their reprefentatives. With the 
higheft regard I have the honour to 
be, Sir, 

Your Excellency's moll obedient 
.humble fervant, 

La Fayette. 
■ JTis Excellency the Preftdent of Cow 
greft, fcfr. &C. 

In Congrefs j Qflober zi, 1 778, 
Refolved, That the Marquis de 
la Payette, Major-general in the fer- 
vice of the United States, have leave 
(O go. to France, ; and that he return 
at fuch time as fhall be moil conve- 
nient to him« 



Refolved, That the Prefident write 
a letter to the Marquis de la Fayette, 
returning him the thanks of Congrefs 
for that jfiifinterefted zeal, which led , 
him to America, and for the fervice* 
he hath rendered to the United State*- 
by the exertion of his courage an! 
abilities on many fignal occafions- 

Refolved, That the Miniiler Ple- 
nipotentiary of the United States of 
America at the Court of Verfailles. 
be directed to caufe an elegant fword 
with proper devices to be made, and 
prefented in the name of the United 
States to the Marquis de la Fayette, 

The foregoing refolutions were 
communicated to the Marquis in the 
following letter : 
Philadelphia, t^hO^oher, 1778- 
Sir, 

I had the honour of prefenting to 
Congrefe your letter, foliciting leave 
of abfence, and I am directed by t\m 
Houfe to exprefs their thanks foe 
-your zeal in promotingthat juftcaufe 
in which they are engaged, and for 
the difinterefted (entices you have 
rendered to the United States of Amo* 
rica. 

In teftjmony of die high efteent 
and aftedtion in which you are held 
by the good people of thefe States, 
as well as in acknowledgment of 
your gallantry and military talent* 
difplayed on many fignal occafion** 
their Reprefentatives in Congrefc af- 
fembled, have ordered an elegant 
fword to be prefented to you by the 
American Miniiler at the Court of 
Verfailles, - 

Inclofed within the prefent cover 
will be found an aft of Congrefs «f 
the 2*ft inft. authorizing thefe de- 
clarations, and granting a furlough 
for your return to France, to be ex- 
tended at your own pleafure. 

I pray God to blefe and proteft 
you, Sir, to conduct you in fafeQ r to 
the prefence of your Prince, and to 
the re-enjoyment of your noble fa- 
mily and friends. I have the honour 

f 
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t» be, with the higheft refpec"t, and 
whh the. moft fincere affection, Sir, 
Your moft obedient, 

and moft humble fervant, 

Hkn*y Laurens, 

President of Congrefs. 

4* At Jtigbt Honourable tbe Marquis 

de la Fayette, Major-general in tbt 

army tf tbt United Starts, Wr. W*. 



) 

£fr7 Excellency Henty Laurtnj 9 Efy+ 
Prtjident of tbe Congre/s of tbt 
United States of America, 

Publilhed by order of Congrefc, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 



to which the Marquis returned the 

following anfwer : 

Philadelphia, the tbtb of OBeUr, 

1778- 
Sir, 
I have received your Excellency's 
obliging letter, inclofing the feveral 
vefolutions Congrefs have honoured 
me with, and the leave of abfence 
they have been pleafed to grant, too- 
thing can make me happier than the 
icflc&ion that my fervices have met 
with their approbation. The glorious 
teftknonial of confidence aud fatia- 
fa&ion repeatedly beftowed on me 
by the Reprefentatives of America, 
though fuperior to my merit, cannot 
exceed the grateful fentiments they 
lave excited. 

I confider the noble prefent offered 
tne m the name of the United States, 
as the moft flattering honour ; it is 
my moft fervent defire foon to employ 
that fword in their fervice again ft the 
common enemy of my country, and 
their faithful and beloved allies. 

That liberty, fafety, wealth and 
concord, may ever extend thefeUnited 
States, is the ardent with of a heart 
glowing with a devoted zeal and un- 
bounded love for them, and the higheft 
regard, and the moft nncere affe&ion 
lor their Reprefentatives. 

Be pleafed, Sir, to prefent my 
thanks to them, and to accept your- 
self the afiurance of my refpedful 
attachment. I have the honour to 
he, with profound veneration, 

Your Excellency's moft obedient, 

humble fervant, 

La Fay*tt£. 



In Congrefs, Auguft %, 1778. 
Whereat, in pursuance of the re- 
commendation of Congrefs of tbe 
Second of March laft, a voJ*nteer corps 
of cavalry from the State of Virginia, 
4mder the command of the Hono ar- 
able General Nelfon, are now in this 
city, on, their way to the army under 
tbe command of Gen.<Wa(hing&>n. 

And whereas the removal of the 
enemy from this State renders the 
employment of this xorps at prefent 
aoneceflary, 

Refolved, That it be recommended 
to the f&id corps to return* 

Refolved, That the thanks of Cos. 
grefa be returned to the Honourable 
General Nelfon, and the officers and 
gentlemen under his command, for 
their brave, generous, and patriotic 
efforts in the caufe of their country. 
Extract from the Minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Sec* 
In Cougrejs, Aug, 12, 1 778. 
A letter from Gen, Nelfon was read 
in the words following; 
Sir, 
The very jignal honour that Con- 
grefs have been pleafed to confer upon 
tbe Volunteer cavalry under my com~ 
mand, muft give tbe higheft £atis* 
faction to every individual of that 
corps* Such inftanc.es of public ap- 
probation cannot fail to ftimolate the 
fons of America to ftep forth in de- 
fence of her injured rights. The 
polite terms in which you'have com- 
municated the vote of Congrefs claim 
the particular thanks of, 

Sir, your moft obedient, 
and very humble fervant, 
Thomas Nelson. 
Tbe Han. Heney Laurens, 

Prtfidtnt tf Congrefu 
Publilhed by order of .Congrefs. 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 
dm 
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fa Congrefs f 6&. 12, 1 778. 

Whereas true religion and good 
moral* are the only folid foundations 
of public liberty and happinefs, 

Refolved, That it be and it is here- 
by earneflly recommended to the fe» 
veral States to take the mod effectual 
meafures for the encouragement there- 
of; and for the fuppreffing of the- 
atrical entertainments, horie-racing, 
gaming, and fuch other diversions 
as are productive of idlenefs, diffi- 
pation, and general depravity of prin- 
ciples and manners. 

Refolved, That all officers in the 
army of the United States be, and 
hereby are ftrictly enjoined to fee that 
the good and wholcfomc rules pro- 
vided for the discountenancing of 
prophanefs and vice, and the prefer- 
vation of morals among the foldiers 
are dulyand punctually obferved. . 
Extracts from the Minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 



In page 179 is Admiral Gambler's 
letter to the Congrefs, requeuing the 
releafe of the officers and crew of the 
Hotham, which was wrecked in the 
Delaware as fhe was going with a 
flag of truce to Philadelphia, with 
copies of the Commiffioners Mani- 
fefto; the following is the anfwer of 
the Prefident of the v Congrefs to that 
letter : 

Philadelphia* Nov. 2$, 1778* 
Sir, 

Your letter or the 15th inftant, 
refpecting the officers and crew of the 
Hotham Hoop, has been laid before 
Congrefs, and I am inflrueted to in- 
form you, that as the Man i reft o on 
board that veflel were of a feditious 
nature, and intended to open an 
unwarrantable correfpondence; their 
being coveted by a flag of trnce is by 
do means an extenuation of the of- 
fence—That as no refpect is due by 
the law of nations to a Hag of truce 
when employed in illicit practices, fo, 
when detected, all the rights of the 
flag are forfeited, nbr does' the acci- 
dental wreck of the veffel in queftion 



make any diftin&ioa in favour 0/ 
thofe who navigated her— That the 
refolution of Congrefs, authorifing 
the feizureof the dag, being fu We - 
qoent to the fact complained of i* 
that refoltttion, requires no juftifi* 
cation ; the fact mutt neceflarily pre* 
cede both the complaint and the mea- 
fures for preventing the coofequence* 
of the fact— That addreffing the Ma* 
nifefto in the firft inftance to Con- , 
grefs, does not prove that it was aot 
fedition, fince it was not at the fame 
time addreffed to the feveral Aflembiiea 
of thefe United States, to the clergy, 
to the officers of the American army* 
and to the people at large ; which 
inconieftibly fhews it to be fedttiooa 
and unwarrantable— That notwiths- 
tanding the implied threat 0/ retali- 
ation, had there been greater danger 
in it than there is, Congrefs woaii 
neverthelefs have adhered to fuck 
meafures as are justified by reafbo ao4 
conducive to the public good. 
1 have the honour to be, Sir. 
Your obedient, 
and moft homble fervanf, 

Henrt Laurens, 
Prefidcnt of Congrefs. 
James Gambibr, Efq, Rear Ai~ 
miral *f the Blue, and Commander 
of his Britannic Majeftft Jbifs at 
New-Tort* 
Publifhed by order of Congrefs, 

Charles Thomson, Seci 



In Comgrefey December 15, 1778. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
Congrefs be given to the Honourable 
Henry Laurens, Efq. late Preiulent, 
for his conduct in the chair and in the 
execution of public bufinefs. 

The following refolutions being 
communicated to the Honourable 
Henry Laurens, Efq* he returned 
the following anfwer in writing ; 
„ Honourable Gentlemen, 

A confeioufneis of having faith- 
fully dilcharged my duty, from the 
moment Congrefs were pteafed to 
confer on me the Prefidency to my 
lail act of refigning the chair, en- 
hance* 
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knees the value of the acknowledg- 
ments with which, after mature dc- 
liberatioa, yoa have been pleafed to 
honour me. The former mull be my' 
true fupport. : Your teiUmonial will 
Uanfmit honour to my children. 

I entreat you, gentlemen, accept 
my moft grateful thanks, and fuffer 
me to repeat, that I will perfevere in 
meafurcs for the public good with 
unabated ardour 

I have the honqur to be with the 
liighell refpect, and under a great 
fenfe of obligation, your faithful 
friend and obedient humble fervant, 

(Signed) Henry Laurens 

December 16, 1778, 
The Honourable the Congrefs of the 
United States of America. 

Publilhed by order of Congrefs, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 

In Congrefs, December i6, 1778. 

Congrefs took into confideration 
tjie proceedings of the General Court 
Martial on the trial of Major-general 
St* Clair ; whereupon 

Refolvtd, That the fentence of 
the General Court Martial acquitting 
Major-general St. Clair with the 
liigheft honour of the charges exhibit- 
ed againil him, be, and is hereby 
confirmed. 

. Ordered, That the refolution be 
tranfmitted to the Commander in 
Chief. 

Extract from the Minutes. 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 



At a General Court Martial, held 
for the trial of Major-general Schuyler, 

Major-general Lincoln, Preiident. 
Brigadier-general Nixon, Brigadier- 
general VI in ton, B rigadier- general 
Wayne, Brigadier-general Muh- 
lenburg, Colonel Greaton, Colo- 
nel Johnfon, Colonel Putnam, Co- 
lonel M' Gift, Colonel Ruftel, Co- 
lonel Grayfon, Colonel Stewart, 
Colonel Meggs. 

Qflober 3, 1778. 
The Court, having confidered the 
charge againft Major-general Schuy- 
ler, the evidence, and. his' defence, 



are unanimouily of opinion, that he is 
NOT GU ILTY , of any negleB of duty 
tn net being at Ticonderago, as charg- 
ed ; and the Court thereupon do ae- 
quit him with the higheft honour. 
(Signed) B. Lincoln, Prefideat. 

In Congrefs, December 3, 1778. 

Refolved, That the fentence of 
the General Court Martial, acquit- ' 
ting Major-general Schuyler with the 
higheft honour of the charges exhibit- 
ed againft him be, and is hereby 
confirmed. 

Ordered, That the above refolu- 
tion be tranfmitted to the Commander 
in Chief, 

Extract from the Minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 



The AMERICAN CRISIS. 
To the Earl of Carlisle, General 

Clinton, WWilliam Eden, 

Efq. Bfitijb Commiff 'oner J , at New- 

York. 

There is a dignity in the warm 
paf&onsofa Whig, which is never to 
be found in the cold malice of a To- 
ry. In the one, nature is only heated 
—in the other, fhe is poifoned. The 
inftant the former has it in his power 
to punim, he feels a difpofition to 
forgive ; but the canine venom of the 
latter, knows no relief but in revenge. 
This general diftinftion will, I be- 
lieve, apply in all cafes, and fuit as 
well the meridian of England as 
America. 

. As I prefume your laft Proclama- 
tion will undergo the nrittures of 
other pens, I mall confine my re- 
marks only to a few parts thereof. 
All that you have faid might have 
been comprifed in half the compafs. 
It is tedious and unmeaning, and 
only a repetition of your former fol- 
lies, with here and there an oiFenuYe 
aggravation . Your cargo of pardons 
wifi have no market — It is unfaffiion- 
able to look at them — Even fpecula- 
tion is at an end. They are become 
a perfect drug, and no ways calcu- 
lated for the climate. 

In the courfe of your Proclamation, 

yotf 
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*you fay, ** The polity a* writ a* the 
4ene*voknrt of Great Britain, htfve 
*hus far checked the extremes of w~at, 
when they tended to diftrefs a people 
itill conftdered as our fellow fubje&a, 
and to defolate a country ftfcortly to 
become again a fburce of mutual 
advantage." What you mean by 
** the benevolence df Great Britain,** 
is to me inconceivable, Torput a 
plain queftion,: Do you eonfider your- 
selves men or devilsi For until this 
point is fettled, no determinate fenfe 
can be put upon the expreffion. You 
nave already equalled, and in many 
4nftances excelled, the favages ef 
cither Indies.; and if yon have yet a 
cruelty in ftore, you muft have im- 
ported it, unmixed with every human 
material, from the original ware- 
fcoufe of HelL 

To the interposition of Providence, 
and her bleffings on our endeavours, 
and not to British benevolence \ are we 
-indebted for the fhort chain that 
limits your ravages. Remember you 
-do not, at this time* command a loot 
of land oh the continent of Ame- 
rica. Staten-Ifland, York-Ifland, a 
/mall part of Long-Ifland, and 
Rhode*ffland, arcurhferibe your pow- 
er ; and even thofe you hold at the 
<xpence of the Weft-Indies. To avoid 
a defeat and prevent a defertkm of 
your troops, you have taken up your 
quarters in holes and corners of in- 
^acceffible fecurity ; and in order to 
conceal what every one can conceive, 
you how endeavour to impofe your 
weaknefs upon us for an act of mercy. 
If you think to fucceed by fuch 
ihadowy devifes, you are but infants 
in the political world $ you have the 
A, B, C, of ftratagem yet to learn ; 
and are wholly ignorant of the people 
you have, to contend with. Lrke 
men in a ftate of intoxication, you 
forget that the reft of the world have 
eye*, and that the fame ftupidrty 
which conceals you from yourfelves, 
>expofes you to their fatirc and con- 
tempt. 

Vol. VII. 



The ptttgrsph I hare' quoted)* 
Hands as an introduction to the fol- 
lowing : " But wJien that country 
'{America} profefles the unnatural 
defign, not -only of eftranging herfelf 
from us, but of mortgaging herferf 
arid her resources to our enemies, the 
whole contefl is changed; and the 
queftion is, How far Great Britain 
may, by every means in her power, 
deftroy or render ufelefs, a connec- 
tion contrived for her ruin, and the 
aggrandizement of France ? Under 
fuch circumftances, the laws Of ftlf- 
pfefervation muft direct the conduct 
of Britain; and if the Britim Colo- 
nies are to become aft acceflkm to 
France, will direft her to fender that 
acceffion of as little avail as poffibk 
to her enemy," 

I confider yon in this declaration 
like madmen, biting in the hour ef 
death. It contains likewife a frau- 
dulent meannefs; for, in order fo 
jiiftrfy a barbarous conclofion, you 
have advanced a faHe jfofftioo. The 
treaty we have formed with France Is 
open, nojrie, and generous. It is true 
policy founded on found philofophy, 
and neither a furrender or mortgage, 
as you would fcahdalouffy infinuate. 
I have feen every article, and fpeak 
from pofitive knowledge. In France, 
we have found an affectionate friend 
and a faithful ally ; from Britain, no* 
thing but tyranny, cruelty, and infi- 
delity, 

But tke happinefs is, that the mtf- 
chief you threaten, i^wet in yoar 
power to execute ; and if it were, the 
punifhment would return upon you; 
in a ten-fold degree. The humanity 
of America hath hitherto retrained 
her from a£s of retaliation, and the 
affection ihe retains for many indi- 
viduals in England, who have fed, 
doathed, andcomforted her prifoners, 
has, to the prefent day, warded off 
her fefentment, and operated as a 
fcreen to the whole. But even thefe 
confiderations muft ceafe, when na- 
tional obje£h interfere and oppofe 
R r them. 
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them* Repeated aggravations will 
provoke a retort, and policy juftify 
the meafure. We mean now to take 
you ferioufly up upon your own 
ground and principle, and as you do, 
fo (hall you be done by. 

You ought to know, gentlemen, 
that England and Scotland are far 
more expofed to incendiary defla- 
tion than America in her prefect 
ftate can ppfGbly be. We occupy a 
country with but few towns, and 
whofe riches confilb in land and an- 
nual produce. The two laft can 
fuffer but little, and that only within 
a very limited cornpafs. In Britain 
it is otherwife. ffer wealth lies 
chiefly in cities and large towns, the 
repofitories pf manufactures, and 
fleets ' of merchantmen. There is 
not a Nobleman's country-feat but 
may be laid in afhes by a fing'e 
perfon. Your own may contri- 
bute to the proof: in fhort, there 
is no evil which cannot be returned 
when you come to incendiary mif- 
chief. * The fhips in the Thames 
may certainly be as eafily fet on fire 
as the temporary bridge was a few 
years ago'; yet of that affair no dif- 
covery was ever made ; and the lofs 
you would fuftain by fuch an event, 
executed at a proper feafon, is infi- 
nitely greater than any you can in- 
flift. The Eaft-India Houfe and the 
pank, neither are nor can be fecure 
from this fort of deftruftion, and, as 
Do&or Price juftly obferves, a fire 
at the latter would bankrupt the 
whole nation. It has never been 
the cuftom of France and England, 
when at war, to make thofe havocks 
on each other, becaufe the eafe with 
which they could retaliate, rendered 
it as impolitic as if each had de- 
ftroyed l)is own. 

But thinjc not, gentlemen, that 
our diftance fecures ycu, or our inven- 
tion fails us. We can much eafier 
accomplifh fuch a point than any 



nation in Europe. We talk the fame 
language, dreis in the fame habit, 
and appear with the fame manner* 
as yourfplves. We can pafs from 
one part of England to another un r 
fufpecledi many of us are as well 
acquainted with the country as you 
are, and fhould vqu impolitically pro- 
voke our willj you will molt aflu redly 
lament the effects of it, \Jifchie£$ 
of this kind, require no army to exe- 
cute then>* The means are obvious, 
and (he opportunities unguardable. 
I hold up a warning piece to your 
fenfes, if you have any left, and *« to 
the unhappy people likewife, whofe 
affairs are committed to you V I 
call not with the rancour of an ene- 
my, but with the earneilnefs of a 
friend on the deluded people of Eng- 
land, left between your blunders anjl 
theirs, they fink beneath the evils 
contrived for us. 

cc He who lives in a glafs-houft, 
fays the Spanifh proverb, mould never 
begin throwing ftones." This, gen- 
tlemen, is exaftly your cafe ; and 
you mult be the moil ignorant of 
mankind, or fuppofe us fo, not to 
fee on which fide the balance of ac- 
counts will fall. There are many 
other modes of retaliation, .which for 
feveral reafens I chpofe not to men- 
tion. But be affured of this, that 
the inftant you put a threat in execu- 
tion, a counter-blow will follow it. 
If you openly profefs yourfelves fa- 
vages, it is high time we fhould treat 
you as fuch ; and if nothing but 
diftrefs can recover you to reafon, to 
punifh will become an office of 
charity ' 

While your fleet Jay laft winter in 
the Delaware, I offered my ferviceto 
the Pennfylvania Navy Board then at 
Trenton, as one who would make a 
party with them, or any four or five 
gentlemen on an expedition down 
the river to fet fire to it ; and though 
it was not then accepted, nor the 



• General Clinton's letter to Congrefs. 
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ih'mg perfonaily attempted, it is more 
than probable, that your own folly will 
provoke a much heavier flroke in 
fbme more vulnerable part. Say not 
when the mifchief is done, that you 
had not warning, and remember that 
we 80 hot begin it, but mean to 
repay it. Thus much for your favage 
.and impolitic threatening. 

In another part of your Proclama- 
tion you fay; *' But if the honours of 
a military life are become the object 
of the Americans, let them feek 
thofe honours Under the banners of 
their , arid in fight- 

ing the battles of the united Britifh/ 
empire againit our late mutual and 
natural enemies*** Surely! the union 
of abfurdity with madnefs was ne- 
ver marked in more diftinguiftiable 
lines than thofe. Your 

, as you call , may do 
wellenough for you, who dare not en- 
quire into the humble capacities of 
; but we, who eftimate per- 
fons and things by their real worth, 
cannot fufter our judgments to be 
fo impofed upon ; and unlefs it is 
your wi(h to fee him expofed, it 
ought to be your endeavour to keep 
him out of fight. The lefs you have 
to fay about him, the better. We 
have done with him, and that ought 
to be anfwer enough. * 

The impertinent folly. of the para- 
graph I have juil quoted, deferves no 
other notice than to be laughed at and 
thrown by ; but the principle on which 
it is founded, is deteftable. We are 
invited to fubmit to who has at- 

tempted by every cruelty to dejlroy us, 
and to join in making war againft 
France,, who is already at war 

for our fupport* .Can Bedlam, in 
Concert with Lucifer, form a more mad 
and devilifh requeft? Were it pof- 
fible that a people could fink into 
fuch apoftacy, they would deferve 
to be fwept from the earth like the 
inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
The proportion h an univerfal affront 



to the rank which man holds in the 
creation. An indignity to him who 
placed him thfere; It fuppofes him 
made up without a fpark of honour, 
and under no obligation to God or 
man. 

What fort Of men or Chriilians muft 
you fuppofe the Americans to be, 
who after feeing their moil humble 
petitions infultingly rejected; themoft 
grievous laws' paffed to diftrefs them 
in every quarter ; an undeclared war 
letloofe upon them, and Indians and 
Negroes invited to theflaughter : who 
after feeing their kindred murdered, 
their fellow citizens ftarved to death 
in priforis, and their houfes and pro- 
perty deftroyed and burned : who af- 
ter the moil ferious appeals to Hea- 
ven ; the moil folemn abjuration by 
oath of all government connection 
with you, anoV the moil heart-felt 
pledges and proteftation of faith to 
each other ; and who after foliciting 
the friendfhipj and entering into al- 
liances with other nations, fhould at 
laft break through all thefe obliga- 
tions, civil and divine, by complying 
with your horrid and infernal pro- 
pofal. Ought we ever after to be 
confidered as a part of the human 
race? Or ought we not rather to be 
blotted from thefociety of mankind, 
and become a fpeclacle of mifery to 
the world ? — But there is fomething 
in corruption, which like a jaun- 
diced eye, transfers the colour of 
itfelf to the object it looks upon, and 
fees every thing ftained and impure ; 
for unlefs you were capable of fuch 
conduct yourfelves, you could never 
have fuppofed fuch a character in us. 
The offer fixes your infamy. It ex- 
hibits you as a nation without faith ; 
with whom oaths and treaties are 
confidered as trifles, -and the break- 
ing them as the breaking of a bub- 
ble- Regard to decency or to vrank 
might have taught you better, or 
pride infpired you, though virtue 
could not. There is not left a ftep 

R r z: in 
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which you can, now dcfccnd ; you 
have put your foot on the ground 
floor, and the key of the dungeon is 
turned upon you. 

That the invitation may want m> 
tfiingof being a complete monitor, 
you have thought proper to finifh it 
with an affertion which has no foun- 
dation either in fa£t or philofophy : 
and as Mr. Fergufon, your Secretary, 
5i a man of letters, and has made 
eivil fociety his- fludy,. and publimed 
a treatife on that fubjed, I addrefc ihis- 
part to him. 

]* the dofeo^xfce paragraph which 
t laft quoted, France is filled the 
V nttvral enemy" of England, and 
hy way of lugging us into the fame 
ffcange idea, ihe is likewift ftiled th# 
late mutual and natural enetny of both 
countries. I deny that &e ever wa* 
the .natural enemy of either, and tha* 
there does not exift in nature fuch a 
principle.^ The expreijion is aa un- 
meaning barbarifm>, and wholly un^ 
philofophical when applied to beings 
ef the fame fpecies, let their rank in 
the creation be what it may. We 
have a perfect idea of a natural tnz- 
my«when we think of the Devil, be- 
caufe the enmity is perpetual, unal- 
terable and unabateable. It admits 
of neither peace, truce or treaty ; 
confequeptly the war&re U eter^l, 
and therefore it is naturals But man 
wjth jn$n. cannot arrange in the fame 
Opposition r Their quarrels are acci- 
dental and equivocally created. They 
become friends or enemies as the 
change of temper or the calt»of in- 
t#reft inclines uienj. The Creator x)f 
man did not eenJHtute him the na- 
tural enemy of each other. He has 
not made any one order of beings k> ¥ 
Even wolves nay quarrel* "ill they 
herd together^ If any two nations 
are fo, then mud all nations be fo, 
Otherwife it is not nature but cu&om, 
and the offence frequently originates 
with die accjufer. England u as u»- 



France is of England, and perhaps 
more fo. Separated from the retf of 
Europe, (he has contrived an unfoci- 
able habit of manners,* and imagines 
m others the jealoufyftie creates in 
herfelf. Never long fatisfied with 
peace, me fuppofes the difcontent 
universal, and buoyed up with her; 
Qwa importance, conceives herfelf 
tfce only object pointed at. The ex- 
preffion has been often ufed, and 
always with a fraudulent defign * for 
when the idea of a natural enemy is 
conceived, it prevents all other en- 
quiries, and the real cauie of the 
quarrel is hidden in the universality 
qf the conceit. $fen ftart at the no- 
tion of a natural enemy, and aijtno 
©sher <jueftions. The cry obtains* 
credit like the alarm of a ma$l <Jog, 
and is one of thofe kind of tricks, 
which r by operating on the common 
paffions, fecufes their intereft through 
their folly. 

^ But we, Sir, are not to be thus 
xmpofed upon. We live in a large 
world, and have extended our ideas 
beyond the limits and prejudices of 
an Hland* We hold out the right 
hand of fellowfhip to all the uni- 
ytxfe, and we conceive there to be a 
(pciaUty ir the manners! of Prance, 
which is much better diipofed to 
peace and negociation than that of 
England; and until the Jamr be- 
<fPn^e more civiJiaedV fhe cartnpc ex- 
pert to live long at peace with any 
power. Her common language is* 
vulgar and ofFenfiye; and children 
with their milk fuck in the rudiments 
of infulu * f The axm of Britain t 
The mighty arttt of Britain J Britain 
tbatjhakes the earth to its csnifir and 
it j pelts! The fcourgeof France I Th* 
terror of the t wmjt! That £9moru$ 
*wiih a nod, and fours down <vfngca*t$€ 
like a God" This language neither 
makes a nation great or little ; but 
it ihews a favagenefs of manners, 
ajad has a tendency it© keep national 
ahimofity 
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Tie entertainments as if you intended tat^Ink; but yo*r 
thoughts have ever been too early 



ammoiity' alive 

of the ftage are calculated to the fame 
end, and almoft every public exhibi- 
tion is tinctured with infulu Yet 
England js always in dread of France. 
Terrified at the appreheniion of an 
iuvaiion* Sufpicious of being out- 
witted in a treaty, and privately 
cringing, though fhe is publicly of- 
fending. £.et her, therefore, reform 
her manners and do juftice, and fhe 
will find the idea of a natural enemy 
to be only a phantom of her own 
imagination* 

Little did I think, at t^is period 
qf the war, to fee a Proclamation 
wh;ch conk! promife you no one ufe- 
ful purpofe whatever, and tend only 
to expofe you. r One wo?ld thin,k 
you were juft awakened from a four 
years dream, and Jtnew nothing of 
whatiad parted in the interval* Is 
this a time to be offering pardons, or 
renewing the long forgotten fubje/ls 
of charters and taxation ? Is it worth 
your while, after every force has fail- 
ed you, to retreat under the fhelter 
of argument and perfuafioni Or can 



or too late. 

There was a time when Britain dif- 
dained to anfwer, and even to hear a 
petition from America. That time 
is paft, and fhe in her turn is peti- 
tioning our acceptance. We now- 
ftand onj^gher ground, and offer her 
peace ; and the time will come whea 
ihe, perhaps in vain, will afk it froni 
us* The latter cafe is as probable as> 
the former ever was. $he cannot re- 
fufe to acknowledge our Indepen- 
dence with greater oMirtacy than me 
before refuted to repeal her laws j 
and if America alone could bring her 
to the one, united with France, fhe 
will reduce her to the other. Tjiere 
is. fomething in obflinacy which dif- 
fers from every other paflxon ; when- 
ever it fails, it never recovers, bul 
either breaks like iron, or crumbles 
fnJki-ly away like a fractured arch'. 
Moft other paflions have their periods 
of fatigue and reft; their faltering 
and their care 5 but obftinacy has nc* 
refource, and the firft wound is mor- 



you think that .we, with nearly lialf tal. You have already began to give 



your army. prifoners, and in alliance 
with France, are to be begged or 
threatened into fubmiflion by a piece 
of paper J,But as Commiflioners at a 
Hundred pounds flerlbga week each, 
you conceived ypurfelves bound to do 
fomething, and t}ie\Genius oF ill for- 
tune told you you muft write. 

For my own part, I have not put 
pen to paper thefe feyeral months. 
ConvincedT of our fuperiority by the 
iflue of every campaign, I was in- 
clined to hope that, that which all 
the reft of, the world can fee, would 
become viiible to you, and therefore 
felt unwilling to roflie your temper 
by fretting you with repetitions or 
difcoveries. There have been inter- 
vals of hefitttion in your conduct, 
from which it feemed a pity to difturb 
you, and a charity to reave you to 
yourfelves, Vou have often Hopped,- 



it up, and youwiH, from the natural 
conftruction of the vice, find your- 
selves both obliged and inclined to> 
do fo. 

If you look back, you fee nothing 
but lofs and difgrace r If you look 
forward, the fame fcene continues, 
and the clofe is an impenetrable 
gloom. You may plan and execute 
little mifchiefs, but are they worth 
the expence they coft you, or will 
fuch partial evils have any effect oa 
the general caufe ? Your expedition 
to Egg-harbour will be felt at a 
diflance, like an attack upon a heit- 
rooft, and expofe yo*i in Europe with 
a fort of childifh phrenzy. fs it wortfe 
while to keep an army to protect you 
in writing Proclamations, or to get 
once a year into winter quarters? 
PofTeiTing yourfelves of towns, is, not 
con^ueit, but convenience, and in 

which 
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winch you wiB, one day or other, 
be trepanned. Your retreat from 
Philadelphia was only a timely 
cfcape, and your next expedition 
may be lefs fortunate. 

It would puzzle all the politicians 
in the univerfe, to conceive what you 
flay for, or why you have ftaid fo 
long. YoU are profecutirtg a war in 
which you confefs you have neither 
object nor hope, and that conqueft, 
could it be effected, would not repay 
the charge. In the mean while the 
reft of your affairs are running to 
ruin, and an European war kindling 
againftyou* In fuchafuuation, there 
is neither doubt or difficulty ; the 
firft rudiments of reafon will deter- 
mine the choice ; for if peace can be 
procured with more advantages than 
even a conqueft can be obtained, 
he rauft be an ideot indeed that 
hefitates. 

But you are probably buoyed up 
by a fet of wretched mortals, who, 
having ^deceived themfelves, are 
cringing with the duplicity of a 
fpaniel, for a little temporary bread. 
Thofe men will tell you juft what you 
pleafe. It is their intereft to amufe, 
in order to lengthen out their pro- 
tection. They ftudy to keep you a- 
mongft them for that very purpofe ; 
And in proportion as you difregard 
their advice and grow callous to 
their complaints, they will ftretch 
into improbability, and pepper off 
their flattery the higher. , Characters 
like theie are to be found in every 
country, and every country will de- 
Ipife them. 

Common Sense, 
Philadelphia, ®8eber 20, 1778. 



¥he following Paper <was printed in 

New-Yorky by authority, 
STo the author of the preceding Crisis, 
No. VI. 
There is a fimplicity in the un- 
adorned language of virtue and rca- 



id ) 

fon, rievef to be found in the ftoria 
ftile and turgid periods of faction and 
treafjn; In the one, the addrefs is 
made to the uriderftariding, and to 
thofe benevolent affections that tend 
to the happinefs and elevation of 
man. In the other, truth and nature 
are perverte'd, the malevolent palfions 
excited, arid every fenterice loaded 
with rancorous and indecent epithets, 
that to an unprejudiced arid well- 
conditioned mina prove their own 
antidote. 

To which of thefe defcriptldns ap- 
ply the late Ulanifetto of the Com- 
miffioners, and to which that paper 1 
you have oppofed to it, will be de- 
termined in dud time, by their effect 
upon the minds of the people. Had 
I the honour of your correspondence, 
I mould expect to be toid in a lan- 
guage entirely fret from infult, coarfe 
abufe, affected triumph, and idle de- 
clamation, that *' you with confi- 
dence reft your caufe upon the event," 
and there, Sir, let it reft. 

But remember that the delufion 
is near at an end ; that the people 
have had fome experience of the 
bleffings of your government ; that 
they have had full time to compare 
the ftiare of perfonal freedom, fecu- 
rity of property, general protection, 
and more particularly that exemption 
from taxation, which they have hi- 
therto enjoyed, and -have fo fair a 
future profpect of, under the auipice* 
of the Congrefs, to the grievances 
they formerly experienced when in 
union with their mother country, and 
to thofe fevere and equivocal terms 
now held out to their acceptance. 
Remember too, that paflion and pre- 
judice at length fubfide; that men by 
degrees learn from experience, if not 
from reflection,' to difcover how far 
the purfuits of their rulers coincide 
with the interefts of the fociety.— 
How far they are influenced by mo- 
tives of private emolument and am- 
bition, or governed by a true pa- 

triotifm, 
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triotifm, founded on the love of gene- 
fal freedom, juftice, and humanity, 

ponfider that men .will, and can 
count, and that the majprity of the 
freemen of America, who are now 
.excluded from the common privilege 
they all heretofore enjoyed, of votjng 
at the election of their reprefentatives, 
muft nave become fenfible of {he ad- 
vantages of that policy which relieves 
£hem from fo troublefome a tafk, 
particularly at a time when taxes are 
fo equally and fparingly impofed, 
and juftice fo truly and mildly ad- 
jniniftered s , and confequently that 
they muft be ready to hazard their 
lives and fortunes, with alacrity, in 
fupport of their new modelled go- 
vernment. 

Confider how probable it is that 
the Congrefs, citizens of the world, 
and philofophrrs, as they all are 
themfelves* mould .prevail upon co- 
lonies of Englifhmen, to forget all 
the narrow impolitic prejudices, and 
idle affections, founded on confan- 
guihity, and on the habits of long 
union, friendfhipand intercourfe, and 
to concur heartily with the King of 
prance, that renowned protector of 
the rights of mankind, in an attempt 
to pverwhelm Great- Britain, the 
noted enemy of liberty. * 

Confider again what confidence the 
inhabitants of America muft have in 
the difinterefted views of the Con- 
grefs, not only frpm the great flock 
of original property, that tljofe mem- 
bers who m6ft ftreniioufly oppofe a 
reconciliation, hazard in the conteft, 
as well as from the perfonal danger 
they expofe themfelves to in the field ; 
but alfo from the known characters of 
thofe gentlemen fo diftinguifhed for 
probity, fo void of ambition, fo 
averfe to rule, fo fond of peace and 
order, of juftice and humanity. 

Confider all thefe things, and then 
look well to yourfelves. Your poli- 
tical purfuits do indeed equal honour 
to the foundnefs of your hearts, and 



of your heads. When virtue an4 
wifdom Hnite, who can doubt the 
event ? 

1 have the more willingly indulge4 
the effufions of my mind in this tri- 
bute of gratitude, fo juftly due to the 
dignified Iegiflators of this new world, 
that I might alfo confirm your confi- 
dence, which appears to me, in this 
your Iaft paper, to be rather aflumed, 
hotwithftanding the fire and elegance 
of your compofition, and the depth 
and foundnefs of your reafoning. 

Fear not, my friend— .Reflect that 
you are the champion, chofen by the 
Congrefs, to undermine the fpeciouk 
arguments and offers of the Britifh 
Commiftioners, to fap by degrees * 
thofe idle impreflions that, both from 
nature and education, ftill weigh with 
the weak part of the Americans, and 
to prepare them for the new princi- 
ples of policy and morals, which 
Meflrs. Adams have fo happily in* 
troduced. 

Reflect that, until the minds of 
men are totally changed, the Con- 
grefs cannot openly combat their pre- 
judices, without incurring general o- 
dium ; that therefore they have wife- 
ly refolved to avoid all argument 
with the Britifh Commiflioners on the 
various fubjefts addreffed to them j 
and that through your efforts, and 
the efforts of men like you alone, 
can the minds of the people be ftored 
with the philofophy necefTary to 
make them fenfible of the happi- 
nefs their governors are prepadng 
for them. 

At the Old Bailey, in England* 
(where it is ftill the practice, as it 
was once with us, for men to be con* 
demnedto death, for taking away 
the property, or lives of others with- 
out juft caufc," as warranted by efla- . 
blifhed precedent of law, and for 
confpiring againft the conftitution of 
their country) it is a cuftom with the 
Newgate Solicitors to prepare the 
pannels for their defence, by previous- 
ly 
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cute, and Urging all the arguments 
and queitions that might be offered 
at the bar againft their clients : — Al- 
though in mod things, the ufages, as 
well as the manners and principles of 
the French, *re become much more 
to my tafte than thofe of England, I 
confefs, I think this a wife cuftom, 
Jand I fhall therefore, if you pleafe, fo 
tar force my nature, as to perfoliate a 
Joyalift, in the remaining part of this 
letter, and argue accordingly* 

*' In the Crifis you are pleafed to 
compare the Britifti nation to devils, 
whole canine venom and unheard-of 
cruelties imported from the original 
warehouse of Hell, have, during the 
courfe of this war, exceeded the fa* 
vages of either Indies. — You fay that 
the propofals of the Royal Commif- 
jRoners are horrid and infernal, the 
union of madneis and abfurdity. Bed- 
lam in concert with Lucifer. — You 
^threaten retaliation ; to burn every 
houfe, manufacture and fhip in Eng- 
land, to trepan our anny, and to give 
bo fort of quarter, (God pre/erve us) 
and conclude, that the time may 
come, when Britain mail in vain fue 
for peace from France and her Ame- 
rican allies.*' — Theft, if I miftakc 
iiot, are your words — I wi(h not to 
add to their energy — they are new — • 
in print at leaft, and need no embel- 
Jimment, either as tofenfe, fentiment 
or language, — However, we cannot 
help thinking them a little too fevere. 

Had It been the inclination of 
Creat Britain, to purfue the rrioft 
ihort, eafy and certain method of 
putting an end to the rebellion, with- 
out regard to the fufferings of her un- 
happy Colonics, her armies having 
J>een in pofleffion of moll of the 
capital towns of America, might 
certainly "have burnt them to the 
.foundation, and have laid in ruin 
and defection the moft flourifhing 
provinces without expence or trouble, 
or without going one foot out of their 



the juft indignation of the foldiers, 
who, enraged at the feverities and 
cruelties txercifed againft the loyal- 
ills, at the very bafe and ungallant 
mode of War generally employed by 
the rebels, and at the particular 
treachery and duplicity of that part 
of the peafanoy that took arms 
again ft them, have been with diffi- 
culty withheld from doing jaftice to 
themfelves and their country. 

The pfiriih foldier, allowed By 
all mankind, except his rebel rela- 
tions, to be as generous as brave, has 
been ever the moft rea'dy to receive 
with open arms that enemy which 
belt tried his metal in the fair con- 
tentions of the field for glory ^ and If 
in any inftances he mould appeat to 
have loft the native generofity of his 
difpdfition, the world, who knew his 
character, will enquire into the pro* 
vocation, before he is condemned. 
Shonld he be accufed of having re- 
fufed to give quarter, the moft Chris- 
tian foldier wiil acquit him, when be 
is told the enemy he put to death, 
in place of meeting him fairly in ac- 
tion, made it a praSice to fire at 
him and fly, from fence to fence, 
until he Was difabled from doing 
more mifchief, by being overtaken, 
or had wounded him as foon as his 
back was turned from the very houft, 
at the threfhold of which, he had 
met him with open arms, "made pro- 
feffions of loyalty, and received his 
protection. Every foldier muft fmile 
to hear a party at war complain of 
breach of the peace., and reproach 
their antagonifts, because in a night 
attack they did not previoufly awake 
their enemies, warn them of thei* 
danger, and give them the choice of 
defending themfelves with advantage, 
or of running away. Complaints of 
this kind betray an extreme effemi- 
nacy of fpirit, and a natural incapa- 
city for the rofigh ftruggl« of ferioo* 
fervice. 

One 
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One ^vould imagine that yon had 
with your ufual modefty propofed, 
And that Great Britain, with her 
wonted good nature had agreed, that 
you fhould fire at her troops whenever 
you pleafed, and ran off, and that 
when they caught you, they wore to 
make -much of yon ; that yon fhould 
for yonramufement break their, bones 
from your windows, and that in re- 
turn, they mould protect your per- 
ibns, and place fafeguards at your 
doors; that yon fhould hang round 
their camp, defolate your own coun- 
ty to cramp their fubfiftence, and 
.take every opportunity of committing 
fafe murder ; and that rhey in return 
fhould watch over your lumbers, and 

, procure to your detachments quiet 
and fafe dreams- 

But the Brittfh troops relifh not the 
"Chriftian meeknefs and forbearance 
that have prevailed fo much in the 
councils at home. They have in 
mind your treatment of General Bur- 
goyne's troops, with difficulty pre- 
vailed upon to prefer your faith to a 
death by famine. They know you, 
and fear your fmiles more than your 
•enmity. What they give, they are 
ready to take ; and as they are ever 
difpofed to refpeft anddojuflice to 
real gallantry, even in the perfons of 
rebels, fo will they do ftrict juftice 
upon thofe fkulking aflaflins who dif- 
grace and degrade the profeffion of 
*rms. 

You alfo endeavour to charge the 
Britifh army with the injuries that 
the country is neceflarily expefed to 
from being the feat of war. Hitherto 
fheltered under the parental wings 
of England, little So the Americans 

. know the unavoidable diftrefs and 
.ruin that follow the footfteps of the 
belt difciplmed armies. 

In Hanover, the favourite terri- 
tory of the late King, the crop of 
grain when green was annually con- 
fumed as forage by the army aflem- 
bled there laft war for its defence ; 
the fences and woods ufed as fire by 
Voj..VlI. ' 
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the troops; garden fluff and frtut 
taken without any reftriction by tho 
men ; and no fort of compenfation 
made for any of thefe articles to the 
inhabitants — nor for the poultry, 
cattle and hou fes that the foldiers 
will find means to plunder at times 
in fpite of all reftraint : — ■ 

Moreover, the farmers were made 
to drive to the magazines of the army, 
at a ftated price, what remains of 
forage and grain they had faved dur- 
ing harveft for their winter's provi- 
fion ; and thofe who did not com- 
ply, were neceflarily treated as ene- 
mies, their produce taken by force., 
and not paid far, and contributions 
raifed upon them, under penalty of 
burning their houfes, and laying wafte 
the country, if they refifted or re- 
fufed. Much of this have the un- 
happy inhabitants of this continent 
experienced from their own troops, 
with this cruel aggravation, that what 
they are paid for is in counters, and 
that they are infuhed .and plundered 
under pretence of protecting their li- 
berty and property; — much more 
muft jchey neceflarily experience from 
both armies, in the future progrefs 
of the war, if they are prevailed 
upon to facrifice their private fecu- 
rity, rights and happinefs in a vain 
attempt to ereft an untimely throne 
for their feducers. 

Thofe Americans who are not fuf- 
fickntly cured of their paffion for 
profecuting a war without an object, 
by the preceding account of the un- 
avoidable hardfhips that they will 
neceflarily fuffer from the army the 
moft difpofed to favour them, I fhall 
refer to the atcefted accounts of the 
ravages of their French allies in Hano- 
ver laft war, and in the different 
provinces of Germany during the, in- 
vafions of 'Louis the XlVth. The 
outrages there committed againft per- 
fons of all (exes and conditions, and 
the unheard-of indignities offered to 
the Proteftant churches aad worfhip, 
will not be read without indignation 
S f and 
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anil horror by all who are endued 
with a love of liberty, humanity and 
religion, unlefs indeed they are ini- 
tiated in the new philofophy. 

That the country has fuffered by 
the Britifti army, no man will deny 
with any fuccefs, unlefs he can proye 
that it was not compofed of men like 
pther armies, but Qf angels : but let 
it be remembered that the officers 
fould not hazard to difguft the men, 
who were uncommonly irritated from 
the nature of the war, by the re- 
flraints of a very rigid difcipline, 
without aflifting the views of the re* 
J>els, who applied * themfelves molt 
affidubufly to profit by the opportu- 
nities that their connexions and the 
fame language afforded of promoting 
defertion ; and that the troops were 
obliged to help themfelves and take 
what they could, as they were not 
only prevented from fupplying their 
wants by fair purchafe, by the un- 
juft and fevere punifhments inflicted 
by the rebel officers and committees 
on fuch of the inhabitants as ap- 
proached the Britiih camp to receive 
' payment for the cattle which the de- 
tachments had been under a neceflify 
of collecting, but alfo as the Con- 
grefs adopted the policy equally 
ruinous, daftardly and cruel, of lay- 
ing wafte the country they profefled 
to protect, in order to throw a mo- 
mentary inconvenience in the way of 
an enemy whom they durft riot openly 
bppofe. 

The rebel chiefs are therefore alone 
anfwerable for the irregularities which 
they have forced the Britiih troops to x 
pra&ife, as well as for the injuries 
the country has fuftained from the 
neceflities and licentioufnefs of their 
own. The balance again ft them is 
not forgot, and at the fcttlemerit pf 
accounts will be duly Hated. 

Had the Britiih nation or officers 
fuftered the juft refentment of the 
foldiers to have had way,, Bofton and 
Philadelphia, Newcaftlc, Wilming- 
ton, Cheftcr, German- town, Eriftol, 



Burlington, Trenton, Prince-town, 
Brunfwick, Elizabeth-town, Amboy, 
Newark, and many other towns, with 
the belt parts of the provi nces of New- 
York, fennfylvania, and New-Jer- 
fey, would not have had, at this 
time, a houfe remaining to receive an 
inhabitant. Mr. Wamingt&n, in a 
public (etter has done ju (lice to Sir 
William Howe with regard to the 
ftate in which Bofton was left, and 
every inhabitant of Philadelphia mull 
remember, that Sir Henry Clintqa 
put his army to the inconvenience of 
laying upon the ground the night 
before he quitted that town, to pre- 
vent its being plundered or burnt; 
for which lail purpofe one lighted 
ftraw, 'privately applied, is fufficient 
among wooden buildings, fuch a 
generally prevail in America. 

Thus, had it been the defign either 
of the Britifh officers or of the Gene- 
rals, or of the nation, to have connived 
at, much lefs to have encouraged, 
the irregularities of the foldiers, the 
war would now have been at an end, 
and America difabled from difturbing 
the peace of the world for at leafl a 
century to come. But this is a trifle 
to what the Congrefs lay to their 
charge. They boldly and roundly 
aifert, without hefitation or circum- 
locution, that the King's forces have 
been employed during this war of 
exprefs purpofe in defolating the 
country and burning the towns to 
the utmoft of their power, in imita- 
tion, I prefume, of their own policy 
at New-York, when chaced from it. 
If I may venture, without incurring 
ridicule, to enter into a refutation of 
an aflertion fo palpably extravagant, 
I would obferve, that the army, had 
this been its object, would not hare 
been much retarded on its way to 
Elk-head, in demoliihing Norfolk, 
Williamiburg, Baltimore and Anna- 
polis, with the fettlements around; 
and as Mr. Washington, with the 
whole Continental army nearly joined 
to the militia of the populous pro- 
vinces 



Digitized by 



Go6gIe 



( 3i5 V 



Vinces of Jerfey and Pennfylvania, 
and affifled by the prefence of the 
Gongrefs, could not prevent the Bri- 
tifh troops, although deprived of all ; 
communication with their fhips, from 
penetrating into the heart of America,'* 
pofleffing themfelves of Philadelphia, 
(prepared for defence at an expence 
in forts, gallies, chevaux de frize, 
&c. which they can ffcafce again af- 
ford to repeat) and chafing* thofe 
fages a little irreverently from their 
Hools, it will not b£ pretended that 
the feeble provinces of Virginia ahd 
Maryland could have covered their 
towns, open as they are, clofe to the 
water, and made up of combuftibles, 
againft the united exertions of the 
Britifh fleet and army : and had the 
army afterwards burnt Philadelphia, 
(in place of lofing a campaign in 
covering that town, and in unavail- 
ing attempts to reclaim the rebels by 
mild means,) directed its avenging 
Heps to -the north, and revifited New- 
England and the other provinces at 
the oppofite extremity with the re- 
turning fun, what, O America, would 
now be your condition — May your 
rulers never force you from experi- 
ence to know how much more eafily 
you are to be compelled to your duty 
by 5000 men employed in ferious 
holHlities, than win to your intereft 
by a mock war carried on by 50,000. 

The tone of infult, defiance and 
exultation affected by the Congrefs, 
cannot furely fo totally blind you, 
but that you muft be fennble that the 
force neceflary to occupy any one of 
your towns, will prove more than 
Sufficient to burn to the ground in 
one fummer almoft every fea port and 
town upon the continent* 

Compare your ft umbers, refottrces, 
military force and extent of frontier 
to that of France, and recall to your 
minds the laft war, when that power- 
ful kingdom could not prated about 
An hundred leagues of coaft laying 
upon the Englifh channel, (the prin- 
cipal aad profefled obje& of our ex- 



peditions,) with an army of 300,066* 
/landing forces, joined to twice as 
many militia; (for there were ten 
millions of inhabitants within 100 
leagues of the points attacked,) every 
where provided with a numerous ar- 
tillery and warlike ftores; with the 
advantage of&Jigbtingczvsilry, thrice 
as numerous as the Continental army, 
and capable of puftring with great 
expedition from one extremity to the 
other of the frontier threatened ; the 
whole coaft covered with fortrefles, 
each of which was able to withfland for 
months an attack from a well pro- 
vided army of 50,000 men ; and the 
country to a man united under art 
eftablifhed government in one com- 
mon caufe. 

The force employed in thefe ex- 
peditions did not much exceed in 
numbers, either of the corps now 
flationed at Rhode-Ifland or Halifax, 
or one half of the army Jying in the 
environs of New- York ; and yet they 
not only invaded the open towns and 
country at pleafure, but took and de- 
molifhed the ftrong fo'rtrefs arid im- 
portant harbour of Cherburgh, burnt 
the French fliips under the vety can- 
non of St. Malots, and kept the 
whole coaft in con It ant alarm. 

What then will hyperbole and im- 
potent bravadoes avail the rebels of 
America, fhould Great Britain be un- 
happily forced to difable where fhe 
cannot reclaim, and in her own de- 
fence be neceifitated to deftroy, in a 
few months, thofe fettlements that 
have coft her ages of parental atten- 
tion and unmerited generofity to Fear- 
Had your ufurpation the fan&ion 
of a long eftablifhment, had it been 
founded on neceffify, and maintained 
with a due regard to freedom and 
juftice, even with refpeft to your own 
fociety, in place of being a treafon- 
able confpiracy of a few artful feigned 
enthufiafts to gain an unlimited com- 
mand of the lives and properties of 
their fellow-fubje&s, by fanning the 
facred fire of liberty to a flame that 
S f 2 ever* 
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ever is Cure to-confume die material* 
of which it is compofed — Were you 
even to a man united, in place of 
having in the bofom of every pro- 
vince a great proportion of fpirits 
fmarting under the weight of heavy 
and recent injuries, who deteft your 
tyranny, and wait with impatience 
for an opportunity of fpurning you 
from your mock-throne— how could 
you hope to defend yourfelves ? 

Your numbers- little exceeding two 
millions, and thefe a motley mixture 
of unrefifting quakers, difaiFected 
flaves,- fickly enervated planters in 
the fouth, and ungovernable repub- 
licans in the north, all encumbered 
with families- and an uncommon pro- 
portion of helplefs children, fcattered 
over a tract of country i aoo miles in 
extent kt a. direct line, and having 
1800 miles of coaft to cover, includ- 
ing the different indents that every 
where enable a- naval force to find 
Ihelter from the forms unmolefted 
from the ihore, to enter into the 
heart of the country, interrupt all 
communication* difembark and re> 
imbark In finooth water almoft every 
where and at all feafons, and elude 
the preparations agaipft it, by throw- 
ing itfelf at choice on thr fide un- 
defended. * 

Your whole (landing army (in fpitc 
of all the oppreffive means employed 
to force men into your fprvice, in 
fpiteof theimmenf* public debt in- 
curred, as well as of the private lofs 
every where to individuals^ by having, 
their cattle, gran and: clothing forced 
from them at an half and a third o£ 
the current price, to feed and clothe 
your ftarvrng fcldiers and needy 
French allies) not equal to one of 
feveral detachments that could to- 
morrow be let loofe upon your coaft : 
and compofed moftly of Irifh and 
Germans who defpife you, and who 
could without any expence to Govern* 
inent be cafily induced, by an offer of 
a part of tha* property which you 
have forfeited, to the ,laws of your 



country, to ftrip you of your Borrowed^ 
plumes, and leave you to the indigna- 
tion of your enemies and contempt of 
the world. 

Your country without one walled 
town, and the united exertion of your 
whole continent unequal to furnifh- 
the materials, artificers' and labourers 
neceflary to build one good fortrefs, 
fuch as there are hundreds on. the 
frontiers of Franca and Germany ; 
and which are abfolutely e Hernial to- 
the exigence, not to fay the fecurity 
of a people, however numerous, col- 
lected and powerful in other refpects* 
who pretend to make war without 
having a fuperior naval -force to pro- 
tect their coaft. 

Moreover, the very extent, divided 
and unfortified iituation of the Ame- 
rican fettlements that have increafed 
the difficulties of reducing and keep- 
ing them to their duty by gentle 
means, where the- firft object was ta 
fcve the country, and fpare the in- 
habitants, will render it eafy at leail 
in the fame proportiony when feriou* 
offenfive meafures are adopted to dis- 
able and extinguifh the whole force 
of the provinces in detail.— The 
myftery of our want of fuccefs will 
then be at an end r and prompt con- 
viction follow the experiment. — In 
the meantime weigh thefe circum- 
ftances well, and e»ul&in your ftrength. 

To trace the various hefitating and 
reluctant fteps with which Great- 
Britain has been- urged by e*ncreaf- 
ing provocation to proceed to ex- 
tremities again ft her rebel colonifts, 
muft excite in every mind fufceptible 
of virtuous impreffion« r a mixtuie of 
affection,- veneration and regret— and 
will fiunifk in future hiftory fome of 
tbe krigiiteft pages to adorn the 
annals of man* Pofterity will them 
fee a powerful nation doubtful of the 
ftrict juftice of the claims of her Mi- 
nifters, and refpecting the errors of 
liberty even to the extremes of licence* 
and diforder, with difficulty prevailed 
upon, to- ufc the mildeii coercive" 
meaiuxes, 
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iheafures in fupport of that* authority 
of Government, effential to the ex- 
iftence of mankind in fociety ; a large 
proportion both of the people and of 
their reprefentatives contending for 
conceflions in favour of the revolted 
provinces, in fpite of the. indignity 
and extreme impolicy of yielding to 
armed fubje,cts>; the nation fubcnit- 
nng to continued expence, and of- 
fering terms infinitely beyond the 
original claims of theinfurgents,and 
her troops at the fame time foregoing 
every where the fruits of thofe fuc- 
•efles which they owed to their fu- 
perior virtue, rather than opprefs, by 
the ofual modes of enforcing fub- 
miffion, a people whom they believed 
to be deluded* 

So far will pofterity refped the; 
illusions felf denial and forbearance 
of England ; but when it mall be 
recorded, that the rebel cabal broke 
the moil folemn conventions,- em- 
ployed fecret emiffaries to burn her 
fleets and docks, prevailed upon her 
moft formidable enemies to join with 
them in times of full peace in con- 
fpiring her ruin, and rejected with 
the ftrongeft marks of inveteracy- and 
infult, every practical proffer of an 
equal union and alliance ; piety, jus- 
tice and all the charities will join to 
applaud the vengeance, however fe- 
vere, that fhall follow, providing it 
is levelled at the guilty alone, and 
that the public atone for any un- 
happy miftakes that may be made. 

There ar« thofe whoaffert the impof- 
fibrlity of difcriminating, and from 
thence infer the neceffity of involving 
the provinces in one general undif- 
tinguifued ruin.-r-But the generous 
fpirit of Englifhmen will ever revolt 
at an idea which the extreme ne- 
ceflity of felf-preferyation can alone 
juftify.— — 'For the prefent, policy 
equally with juftice and humanity 
forbid it* The means to avoid the 
innocent are very fimple, and 50,0001* 
would more then compensate the 
miftakes of two years ravages j and 
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thus fignal and Grift juftice be ex- 
ecuted on thofe who have been aclive, 
and continue obftinate in rebellion ; 
indulgence extended to all who have 
involuntary been obliged to fubmit 
to the tyranny, and co-operate with 
the views of their feditious dema- 
gogues ; and the forfeitures would 
be more than fufficient to indemnify 
thofe fubje&s who adhere to their 
aflegiance, as well as to reward thofe 
who, with a border virtue, hazard 
their lives in fupport of the confti- 
tution of their country. 

Memento Mori* 



The C RISIS. No. VJL 

To the People ^/England. 
There are ftages in the bufinefs of 
ferious'life in which to amufe is 
cruel, but to deceive is to deftroy ; 
and it is of little con-fequence, in the 
conclufion, whether men deceive 
them/elves, or fu-bmit, by a kind of 
mutual content, to the impofitions of 
each other. That England has been 
. long under the influence of delufion or 
miftake, needs no other proof than 
the unexpected and wretched fitua- 
tion me is now involved in : and {\> 
powerful has been the influence, that 
no provifion was ever made or thought 
of againft the misfortune, becaufe 
the poffibility of its happening was. 
never conceived. 

The general and fuccefsful refin- 
ance of America, the conqueft of 
Birgoyne, and a war with France, 
were treated in Parliament as the 
dreams of a difcontented Oppbfition,. 
or a diftempered imagination. They 
were beheld as objects unworthy of a 
ferious thought, and the bare inti- 
mation of them afforded the Miniitry 
a triumph of laughter. Short tri- 
umph indeed \ For every thing which 
has been predicted has happened, 
and all that was promifed has failed. 
A long feries of politics fo remark- 
ably diftinguiftetl by a fucceflion of 
misfortunes, without one alleviating 
turn, mull certainly have fomethino 
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in it fyftematically wrong. It is fuf- 
fkrient to awaken the mod credulous 
into fufpicion, and the moll obfti- 
riatc into thought- Either the means 
in your power are inefficient, or 
the meafure ill planned ; either the 
execution has been bad, or the thing 
attempted impracticable ; or to fpeak 
more emphatically, either you are 
not able, or Heaven is not willing. 
For, why is it that you have not con- 
quered us? Who, or what has pre- 
Tented you f You have had every 
opportunity you could defire, and 
Succeeded to your utmoft wifli in every 
preparatory means. Your fleets and 
armies have arrived in America with- 
out an accident. No uncommon 
misfortune hath intervened. No fo- 
reign nation hath interfered until the 
time you had allotted for victory was 
paft. The oppofition either in or 
out of Parliament, neither difcon- 
certed your meafures, retarded or 
diminifhed your force. They only 
foretold yOur fate. Every minifterial 
fcheme was carried with as high a 
hand as if the whole nation had been 
unanimous. Everything wanted was 
afked for, and every thing afked for 
was granted. A greater force was 
not within the compafs of your abili- 
ties to fend, and the time you fent 
it was of all others the molt favour- 
able. You were then at reft with 
the whole world befide. You had 
the range of every Court in Europe 
uncontradicted by us. You amufed 
us with a tale of ComrnifTioners of 
Peace, and under that difguife col- 
lected a numerous army, and came 
almoft unexpectedly upon us. The 
force was much greater than we looked 
for ; and that which we had to op- 
pofe it with, was Unequal in num- 
bers, badly armed, and poorly dif- 
ciplined; befides which, it was enir 
bodied only for a fhort time, and 
expired within a few months after 
your arrival. We Jfad governments 
to form ; meafures to concert ; an 
army to raife and train, and every 



necefTary article to import of ttf 
create. Our non-importation fcheme 
had exhaufted our ftores, and your 
command by fea intercepted our fup- 
plies. We were a people unknown, 
and unconnected with the political 
world, and ftrangers to the difpo- 
fition of foreign powers. Could voir 
ppflibly wifh for a more favourable 
conjunction of circumftances ? Yet 
all thefe have happened and patted 
away, and as it were left you with a 
laugh. They are likewife events of 
fuch an original nativity as can never 
happen again, unlefs a new world 
fhould arife from the ocean. 

If any thing can be a leffbn to 
prefumption, furely thecircumftances 
of this war will have their effect. Had 
Britain been defeated by any Euro- 
pean power, her pride would have 
drawn a confolation from the impor- 
tance of her conquerors ; but in the 
prefent cafe, fhe is excelled by thofe 
me affected to defpife, and her ow» 
opinions, retorting on herfelf, be- 
come an aggravation of her difgrace* 
Misfortune and experience are loll 
upon mankind when they produce 
neither reflection nor reformation. 
Evils, like poifons, have their ufes, 
and there are difeafes which no other 
remedy can reach. It has been the 
crime and folly of England to fup- 
pofe herfelf invincible, and that, with^ 
put acknowledging or perceiving that 
a full third of her ftrength was drawn 
from the country fhe is now at war 
with. The arm of Britain ha9 been 
fpoken off as the arm of the Al- 
mighty, and fhe has lived of late as if 
fhe thought the whole world created 
for her diverfion ; her politics, inftead 
of civilizing, has tended to brutalize 
mankind, and under the vain un- 
meaning title of "Defender of the 
Faith" fhe has made war like an 
Indian againft the religion of huma- 
nity. Her cruelties in the Eaft-In- 
dies will never, never be forgotten ; 
and it is fomewhat remarkable, that 
the produce of (hat ruined country, 
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tranfported to America, ftould there 
kindle up a war to punifh.the de- 
ftroyer. The 'chain is continued, 
though with a kind of myfterious 
uniformity, both in the crime and the 
punifhment. The latter runs parallel 
with the former ; and time and fate 
will give it a perfect illuftration. 

Where information is wirh-held, 
ignorance becomes a reafbnable ex- 
cufe ; and we would charitably hope 
that the people of England do not en* 
courage cruelty from choice, but from 
miflake. Their reclufe fituation, fur- 
rounded by the fea,preferves them from 
the'calamities of war, and keeps them 
in the dark as to the conduct of their 
own armies. They fee not, there- 
fore they feet not.* They tell the 
tale that is told them, and Relieve it ; 
pjnd accuflomed to no other news than 
thejr own, they receive it, ftript of 
its horrors, and prepared for the palate 
of the nation, through the channel 
of the London Gazette. They are 
made to believe that their. Generals 
;and armies differ from thofe of other 
nations, and have nothing of rude- 
nefs or barbarity in them. They 
fuppofe them what they wi(h them to 
be. They feel a difgrace in think- 
ing otherwife, and naturally encou- 
rage tfce belief from a partiality to 
themfelves. There was a time, when 
I felt the fcme prejudices, and rea- 
foned from the iame errors ; but ex- 
perience, fad and painful experience, 
has taught me better. What the 
conduct of former armies was, I know 
not ; but wh^t the conduct of the 
prelent is, I well know. It is low, 
cruel, indolent, and profligate ; and 
had the people of America no other 
caufe for feparatipn than what the 
army has occafionpd, that alone is 
cauie enough. 

The field of politics in England is 
far more extenfive than that of news. 
Men have a right tp reafqn for them- 
felves; and though they cannot con- 
tradict the intelligence in the London 
Gazette, they may frame upon it 



what fentiments they pleafe. But 
the misfortune is, that a general ig- 
norance has prevailed over the whole 
nation refpecting America. The 
Miniitry and the Minority have both 
been wrong. The former was al- 
ways f>; the latter only lately fo. 
Politics to be executively right, mull 
have a unity of means and time, and 
a defect in either overthrows the 
whole. The Miniftry rejected the 
pla*i5 of the Minority while they 
were practicable, and joined in them 
when they became impracticable* 
From wrong meafures, they got into 
wrong time, and have now com- 
pleated the circle of abfurdity by 
clofing it upon themfelves. 

Jt was my fate to come to America 
a few months before the breaking 
out, of hoftilities. I found the diS 
pofition of the people fuch, that 
they might have been led by a thread, 
and governed by a reed. Their fuf- 
picion was quick and penetrating, 
but their attachment to Britain was 
obftinate, and it was, at that time, a 
treafon to fpeak againft it. They 
difliked the Miniftry, but they 
efteemed the nation. Their ideas of 
grievance operated without refent- 
ment, and their fingle object wa3 
reconciliation. Bad as I believed the 
Miniftry to be, I never conceived 
them capable of a meafure fo ram 
and wicked as the commencing of 
hoftilities ; much lefs did I imagine 
the nation would encourage it. I 
viewed the difpute as a kind of law- 
ful t, in which I fuppofed the parties 
would find a way either to decide or 
fettle it. I had no thought of Inde- 
pendencej or ©farms. The world 
could not then have perfuaded me 
that I mould be either a foldier or 
an author. If I had any talents for 
either, they were buried in me, and 
might ever have continued fo, had 
not the neceflity of the times dragged 
and driven them into action. I had 
formed my plan of life, and con- 
ceiving my felf happy, wiflied. every 
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feocVelfe fo. But when the country, 
into which I had but juft put my 
foot, was fet on fire about my ears, 
it was time to ftir. It was time for 
every man to ftir. Thofe who had 
been long fettled, had fomething to 
<lefend ; thofe who were juft come, 
had fomething to purfue; and the 
call and the concern was equal and 
univerfal. For in a rauntry where 
all men were once adventurers, the 
difference of a few years in their ar- 
rival could make ©one in their right. 
The breaking out of hoftilities 
opened a new, fufpicion on the poli- 
tics of America, which though at 
that time very rare, has been fince 
proved to be very right. What I 
allude to is, a/ecret and fixed dttermi- 
pat on in the Britijh Cabinet to annex 
America U the Crow* of Engl V+d as 
fi conquered country* Ifthis be taken 
as the object, then the whole line of 
conduct purfued by the Miniftry, 
though ra(h in its origin, and ruin- 
ous in its confequences, is neverthe- 
lefs uniform and confiftent in its parts,. 
It applies to every cafe, and refolves 
every difficulty. But if taxation or 
any thing elfe be taken in its room, 
then there is no proportion between 
the object and the charge. Nothing 
but the whole foil and property of 
the country can be placed as a pof- 
fible equivalent againft the millions 
which the Miniftry expended. No 
taxes raifed in America could pof- 
fibly repay it. A revenue of two mil- 
lions fterling a year would not dif- 
charge the fum and intereft accuina- 
lating thereon, in twenty years. 

Reconciliation never appears to 
have been the wifh or the objeel of 
Administration; they looked on con- 
jqueft as certain and infallible^ and 
under that perfuafion, ibught to drive 
* the Americans into what they might 
ftile a general rebellion, and then 
cruming them with arms in their 
hand, reap the rich harveft of a gene- 
ral confifcauor., and filence them for 
e»er. The dependents at Court were 



too numerous to be provided for ia* 
England. The market for plunder' 
in the EafMndies was over ; and the 
profligacy of Government required 
that a new mine fhould be opened, 
and that mine could be no other than 
America conquered and forfeited^ 
They had no where elfe to go. Every 
other channel was drained ; and ex- 
travagance, with the thirft of a 
drunkard, was gaping for fupplies. 

If the Miniftry deny this to have 
ieen their plan, it becomes them to 
explain what was their plan. For 
either they have abufed us in covet- 
ing property they never laboured for, 
or they have abtifed you ia expending 
an amazing fum upon an incompe- 
tent objett. Taxation, as I men- 
tioned before, could never be worth 
the charge of obtaining it by arms ; 
and any kind of formal obedience 
which America could have made, 
would have weighed with the light- 
sefs of a laugh again ft fuch a load of 
expence. It is therefore molt pro- 
bable, that the Miniftry will at laft 
juftify their policy by their difhonefty, 
and openly declare that their origi- 
nal defign was conqueft : and in this 
cafe, it well becomes the people of 
England to confider how far the 
nation would have been benefited by 
the fuccefs. 

In a general view there are very 
few conquefts that repay the charge 
of making them, and mankind are 
pretty well convinced that it can 
never be worth their while to go to 
war for profit fake. If they are made 
war upon, their country invaded, or 
their exiftence at ttake, it is their 
duty to defend and preferve them* 
felves, but in every other light, and 
from every other caufe is war inglo- 
rious and deteftable. But to return 
to the cafe in queftion. 

When conquefts are made of fo- 
reign countries^ it is fuppofed that 
the commerce and dominion of the 
country which made them are ex- 
tended. But this could neither be 
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obje& n6r the confeqoence of the befides the fto}>ptge xf tra*te in i&tffe 
r___. «r _„ „._ _j .1.- _i._i. 0f war ^ jfo cxpofM jaorc of her own 

property to.be loft, than fhe has the 
chance of taking from others. Some 
ministerial gentlemen in, Parliament 
have mentioned the greatnefs of het 
trade as an apology for the greatnefe 
of her lofs. This is miferaole poli- 
tics indeed ! becaufe it ought to have 
been given as a reafon for Iter not en* 
gaging hi war at firft. The coaft of 
America commands the Weft-India 
trade almoft as effectually a* the coaft 
of Africa does that of the Streights* 
and England can no more carry on 
the former without the confent of 
America, than ftie can the latter 
without a Mediterranean pafs. 

In whatever light the war with 
America is confideied upon commeff- 
cial principles, it is evidently the in<- 
tereft of the people of England not to 
Support it ; aha why it-has been fup*. 
ported fo long againft the cleareft rie* 
monftrations of truth and national 
advantage, is to tne, and muft be to 
all the reasonable worlds a Matter of 
aftonMhment. Perhaps it may be 
faid that I live in America* and 
write this from intereft. To this I 
that my principles are univer*. 
My attachment is to til the 
world, and ndt to stay particular 
part ; and if what I advance is righ& 
no matter where or who it cornea 
from* We have given the Proclama* 
tion of your CommifEoriers a cn> 

OT , rency incur news-papers* and I have 

quarrelling can be profitable to a man no doubt bat yon will give this a 



prefent wax. You enjoyed the whole 
■commerce before* It could receive 
no poflible addition by a conqueffc, 
out. on -the contrary, muft diminifh 
as the inhabitants were reduced in 
numbers and wealth. You had the 
fame dominion over the country which 
you ufed to have, and had no com*- 
plaint to make agarnft her for breach 
of any part of the -compacY between 
you and her, or contending againft 
any eftabliihed cuftom, commercial, 
political, or territorial. The coun- 
tryand the commerce were both your 
own wlten you began to conquer, in 
the fame manner and form as they 
had been your own a hundred years 
before. Nations have fometimes been 
induced to make conquefts for the 
take only of reducing the power of 
their enemies, or bringing it to a 
ballance with their own. But this 
<couId be np part of your plan. No 
foreign authority was claimed here, 
neither was any Inch authority fuf- 
pecled by you, or acknowledged, or 
imagined by uj. What then, in the 
name of Heaven, could you go to 
war for } or what chance could you 
poflibly have in the event, but either 
so hold the &me country which you 
held before , and that in a much worfe 
condition, or to lofe, with an amaz- 
ing expence, what you might have 
attained without a farthing charge ? 

War never can, be the intereft 
of a trading nation, any more than 
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in bufinefi. But to make war Upon 
4hofe- who trade with us, is like fet- 
ting a bull-dog upon a cuftomer at 
the ihop-deor. The leaft degree of 
common fenfe ihews the madaefs of 
the latter, and it will apply with the 
iame force of conviction to the for- 
mer. Piratical nations, having nei- 
ther commerce or commodities of 
their own to lofe, may make war 
upon all the world, and lucratively 
find their account in h. Bat it is 
quite ©therwifc with Britain, For 
Vol VII. 



place in yours* To oblige and be 
obliged is fain 

Before 2 difmift this part of to/ 
addrefe, I imall mention one move 
drcumftanoe in which I think the 
people of England have been equally 
miftaken ; and then proceed to other 
matter. : 

There is filch an idea exiiling in 
the world as that cf national htoaur* 
and .this, falfely underftood, is often- 
times the caufe of war. In a Chris- 
tian- and philosophical feaie, mankind 

T t fee* 
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Teem to have ioodftill at individual with the ferocity of a lion. Th|w 



civilization, and to retain as nations 
»11 the original rudenefs of nature. 
Peace, by treaty, is only a ceffatiori 
of violence, not a reformation of 
fentiment. It is a fubftitute for a 
principle that is wanting, and ever 
will be wanting till the idea of na- 
tional bonourht rightly underftood. As 
individuals we profefs ourfelves Chris- 
tians, but as nations we are heathens, 
Romans, and what not. I remember 
the late Admiral Saunders declaring 
in the Houfe of Commons, and that 
in time of peace, u That the city of 
Madrid laid in afoes was not a fuffi- 
cient atonement for the Spaniards 
taking off the rudder of an English 
floop of war." I do not alk whether 
this is ChriiHanity or morality ; I aflt 
whether it is decency? Whether it 
is proper language for a nation to 
ufe? In private life we mould call 
it by the plain name of bullyine, and 
the elevation of rank cannot alter its 
charader. It is, I think, exceedingly 
eafy to define what ought to be utx- 
derftood by national honour ; for that 
which is the beft character for an in- 
dividual, is the beft chara&er for a na- 
tion ; and wherever the latter exceeds 
or falls beneath the former, there is 
* departure from the line of true 
greatnefs. 

.- i have thrown out this obfervation 
with a defign of applying it to Great 
Britain. Her idea of national ho- 
nour feems devoid of that benevo- 
lence of heart, that univerfal expan- 
sion *of philanthropy, and that tri- 
umph over the rage of vulgar preju- 
dice, without' which man is inferior 
to himfelf, and a companion of com- 
mon animals. To know whom he 
■flttll regard or diflike, fhe aflcs what 
country they are- of, what religion 
they profefs, and what property they 
enjoy- Her ideas of national honour 
jfeemi toconfift in national infultj and 
that to be a great people, is to be 
neither a Chnftian, a philofopher, or 
a gentleman, but to threaten with 
tbt rudenefs of a bear, and to devour 



-perhaps, may found harfh and un- 
courdy, but it is too true, and the 
more is the pity. 

I mention this only as her general 
character. But towards America Ibe 
hasobferved no character at all, an^ 
deftroyed by her 'conduct, what fhe 
aflbmed in her title. 'She fet out 
with the ftile of Parent on Mother 
Country. The affociation * of ideas 
which naturally accompany this ex^ 
preffion are filled with every thing 
that is fond, tender, and forbearing? 
They have an energy particular to 
themfelves, and overlooking the ac- 
cidental attachment of common affec- 
tions, apply with peculiar foftnefs 
to the firlt feelings of the heart. 
It is a political term which every 
mother can feel the force of, and 
every child can judge of.' It 
needs no painting of mine to fet 
it off, for Nature only can do it 
juftice. 

But has any part of your conduct 
to America correrponded with the? 
title you fet up ? If in your general 
national character you are unpolifhed 
and fevere; in this you are inconfiA- 
ent and unnatural ; and you mtrfl 
have exceeding falfe notions of na- 
tional honour, to fuppofe that the 
world can admire a : want of huma- 
nity, or that national hdtt our de- 
fends on the violence of refe ntmeht, 
the inflexibility of temper, o* thci 
vengeance of execution. - ' %,; 

* I would willingly convince yon, 
and that with as much temper as the 
rimes will fuflftr me to do, that dt 
yon oppofed your own intereA by 
quarrelling with ns, folikewife your 
national -honour, rightly conceived 
and understood, was no ways called 
upon to enter into a war with Amc 1 
rica. Had you ftudied true greatnefs 
of heart, the firft and faireft orna- 
ment of mankind, you would have 
acted directly contrary to all that yoa 
have done, and the world would have 
afcribed it to a generous caofe, bei 
fides which; you had {though tvith 

the 
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the affiftance of this country) fecufed a arc feeking for a parallel, they are 



powerful name by the laft war. You 
were known and dreaded abroad ; 
and it would have been wife in you 
to have fuflered the world to have 
flept nndifturbed under that idea* 
It was to you, a force exiiting with- 
out expeiice* It produced to you all 
the advantages of real power ; and 
ypu were ftronger through the* uni- 
verfality of that charm than any fu- 
ture fleets and armies, may probably 



loft. The talents of Lord Mansfield 
can be eftimated at beft, no higher^ 
than thofe of % fophift. He under-" 
ftands the fubtleties, but not the ele- 
gance eX nature ; and by continually 
viewing mankind through the cold 
medium of the law, never thinks of 
penetrating into the warmer region 
of the mind. As for Lord North, it 
is his happineft to have in him more 
philofophy than fentiment; for he 



make. you.. Your greatneis was fo bears flogging like a top, and fleeps 



fecured and interwoven with your 
filence, that you ought never to have 
awakened mankind, and had nothing 
to do but to be quiet. Had yon been 
true politicians, you would have feen 
all this* and continued to draw from 
the magic of a name, the force and 
authority of a nation. 

Un wife as you were in breaking 
the charm, you were ftill more un- 
wife in the manner of doing it. 
Smmpfon only told the /cent, but^ytf* 
have performed the operation ; you have 
fhaven your own head, and wantonly 
thrown away the locks* America 
was the hair from which the charm 
was drawn that infatuated the world. 
You ought to have quarrelled with 
no power ; but. with her upon no ac- 
count. . You had nothing to fear 
from any cendefcenflon you might 
make. You might have humoured 
her, even if there had been no juftice 
in her claims, without any rifk to 
your reputation ; for Europe, fafci- 
nated by your fame, wbuld have 
afcribedit to your j>eneficence, and 
Ajaerica, intoxicated by the grant, 
would have.flumbeied in her fetters. 

But this method of ftudying the 
progrefs of the paflions, in order to. 
ascertain the probable conduct of - 
mankind, is a philofophy in politics, 
which thole who preflde at St. James's 
have no conceptions of. They know 
no other influence than corruption 



the better for it. His punifhment 
becomes his fupport; for while he 
fuflers the laih for his fins, he keeps 
himfelf up by twirling about. In po- 
litics he is a good arithmetician, 
and in every thing elfe nothing at all. 
There is one ctrcumitance which 
comes fo much within Lord North's 
province as a financier, that I am 
furprized it could efcape him, which' 
is the different abilities of the two r 
countries in fupporting the expence ; 
for, ftrange as it may feem, England 
is not a match for America io this par- 
ticular. By a curious kind of revolu- ' 
tion in accounts, the people of Eng-* 
land feem to miftake their poverty' 
for their riches, that is, they reckon 
their national debt as a part of their' 
national wealth. They make the 
fame kind of error which a man* 4 
would do, who after mortgaging his 
eftate, mould add the money bor- 
rowed, to the full value of the eftate * 
in order to count up his worth, aacL 
in this cafe he would conceit that he 
got riches by running into debt. Tuft ' 
thus it is with England. The Go- ' 
vernment owed at the beginning of 
this war one hundred and thirty-five 
millions fterling, and though the in- ' 
divi4uals to whom it was due, had a 
right to reckon their (hares as fo much ' 
private property, yet to the nation < 
collectively it was fo much po- ' 
verty. There is as effectual limits 



and reckon all their probabilities to public debts as to private ones ; 

from precedent. A 'new cafe is to* fbr when once the money borrowed' 

them a new world, and while they is fo great, as to require the whole 
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jfrtrly revenue to> diicnarge the inte- America; 

reft thereon, there is an end to all 

farther borrowing, in the fame man* 

ner as when the intereft of a man's 

debts amounts to the yearly income 

of his eltate, there is an end to his 

credit. This is nearly the cafe with 

England, the intereft of her prefent 

debt being at leaft equal to cue half 

of her yearly revenue ; fo that out of 

ten millions annually collected by 

taxes, 'fhe, has but five flie can call ber 

own. 

The very reverfe of this, was the 
cafe with America ; fhe began the 
war without any debt upon her, and 
in order to carry it on, fhe neither 
vaifed money by taxes, nor borrowed 
k upon intereft, but created it ; and 
her fituation, at this time, continues 
4b much the reverie of yours, that the 
taxing would make her rich,, whereas 
it would make you poor. When we 
(hall have funk the fum which we 
have created, we fliall then be out 
of debt, be juft as- rich as when we 
fcegan, and all the while we are doing 
it,' ihall feel no difference, became 
the value will rife according as the 
quantity encreafes. 

There was not a country in the 
world fo capable of bearing the ex* 
pence of a war as America ; not. 
only becaufe ihe was not in debt when 
fhe began, but becaufe the country 
is young, and Capable of infinite .im- 
provement* and has an almoftbound- 
lefs traft of new lands ' in (tore I 
whereas England has got to her ex- 
tent of age and growth, and has no 
unoccupied lands or property in re- 
, ferve. The one is like a young heir 
comingtpa large improveable eftate ; 
the outer, like an old man whofe 
chances are over, and his eftate mort- 
gaged for half its worth. 

In the fecond number of the Crifis,^ 
which I find has been re-pnblifhed in 
England, I endeavoured to fet forth 
tfee iispra&icabSlity of conquering 



t ftated* every cafe, thae ■ 
I conceived could pofibly happen, 
and ventured to predift its confe- 
quences. As my cenclufions were 
drawn not artfully bet naturally, 
they have all proved to be true, f 
was upon the fpet; knew the politic* 
of America, her ftrengtk and re- 
sources, and by a tram of fervices* 
the beft in- my power to render, was 
honoured with the fiiend&p of Coo* 
grefs, the army, and the people, i 
confidered the caufe a juft* one. I 
know and feel it a juft one, and an* 
der that confiden ce never made my 
own profit orlofa an objo£L My en- 
deavour was to have the matter welt 
underftood on both fides ; and I con- 
ceived myfel'f rendering a general 
fervicej by fctting forth to the eon 
the rmpoflibility or being centered* 
and to the other the impoCbilky of 
conquering. * Moft of the arguments- 
made de of by the Mini ftry for fup* 
porting the war, are the veryatgn* 
ments that ought to have been uied 
againll fnpportmg k ; and the pkas> 
by which they thought to conquer, 
are the very plans in which they ween 
fure to be defeated. They have 
taken every thing up 'at the wrong 
end. Their ignorance ieaftoniihing* 
and were yon in my fituarion. yam 
would fee it. They may; perhaps* 
have your confidence, but I am per- 
fUaded they would make very iadif. 
ferent members of Congrefs. I know 
what England is, and what America 
is, and from this compound of know- 
ledge, am better enabled to judge of 
the iflne, than what the King, oe 
any of hi* Miniftera can be« 

In this number I have endeavoured 
to fhew the ill policy and difadvan* 
tages of the war. I believe many-of 
my remarks are new. Thofe which 
are not fo> Phave ftndied to improve 
and placein a- manner, that may be 
dear and ftriking. Yonr failure is, 
I am perfoaded, as cettai* atinte* 



f" Sec Remembrancer for 1777, pages- 17 and 85. 
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America » above yon? rratii. 

at leaft your equal ia-the world, and 
ber IndependWce^ekher refts upon 
your consent, nor can be prevented 
by your arms. In ftxort, you fpend 
your fubftance in vain, and impo- 
▼eri(h y ©urfcives without a hope* 

But fuppofe you had conquered 
America, what advantage, collec- 
tively or individually, as merchants, 
manufacturers, o* conquerors, could 
you have looked for. This is an ob- 
ject you never feera to have attended 
to. Lifteniag'for the found of vic- 
tory, and< led away by the phrenzy 
of arms, you neglected to reckon 
cither the cofr or the confequences. 
Yon muft all pay towards the ex- 
peace; the pooreft among you muft 
bear. his fhare, and it is both your 
right and your duty to weigh feri- 
oufly the -matter. Had America been 
conquered, (he might have been par- 
celled out in grants to the favourites 
at Court ; but no ihare of it would 
have fallen to you. Your taxes would 
not have been leflened, becaufc ihe 
would have been in' no condition to 
have paid any towards your reliefs 
We are rich by a contrivance of our 
own, which would haw ceafcd as 
ibon as you became matter*. Our 
paper money will be of no ,ufe in 
England, and gold and filver we 
have none. In the kft war you made 
many conquefts, but were any of your 
taxes leflened thereby i On the con- 
trary, were you nor. taxed to pay for 
the charge of making them, and have 
not the fame been the cafe in every 
war? 

To the Parliament Tbeg to addrefs 
tayftlf in a particular manner* They 
appear to have fuppofcd therafelves 
partners in the chace, and to have 
hunted with the lion from an expecta- 
tion of a right in the booty; but.in 
thia it is moil probable they* would , 
as legiflajwrs, havebeendifappointed. 
The caufe is quite a new one, and 
many unforeseen difficulties would 
have ariien thereon. The Parliament 
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She is claimed a legiflative right over Anp- 



nea, and the war originated front * 
that pretence. But the army is fup- 
po&d to belong to the Crown, and if 
America had been conquered through 
their means r the claim of the Legis- 
lature would have been fuffocated in 
the cbnqueiL Ceded or conquered 
countries are fuppofed to be out of 
the authority of Parliament. Taxa- 
tion is exercifed over them by prero- 
gative, and not by law. It was at* 
tempted to be done in the Grenades 
a few years ago, and the only reafon 
why it war not done, was becaufe the 
Crown had made a prior relinquish- . 
ment of its claim. Therefore Par- 
liament have been at! this while fup- 
perttng meafures for she eflabli fo- 
ment of their authority; in the ifluc 
of which, they would have been 
triumphed ever by the prerogative. 
This might have opened a new and t 
imerefting opposition between the 
Parliament and. the Crown* The 
Crown would have faid that it con- 
quered foritfelf, and that to-conquer 
for Parliament was an unknown* cafe* 
The Parliament might have replied, 
that America not being a foreign 
country, but only a country in rebel* 
lion, could not be Add to be *v»- 
quered but reduced \ and thus conti- 
nued, their claim by difowning the 
term* The Crown bright have re^ 
joined, that however America might 
he confidered at Jtrfi, (he became fo- 
reign at loft* by a declaration of In- 
dependence and a treaty nvitb France; 
and that her cafe being, by that 
treaty, put within the law of nations, 
was out of the law of Parliament. . 
The Parliament might have main- 
tained, that as their claim over Ame- 
rica had never been furrendered* fo 
neither eould it be taken away* The 
Crown might have incited, that- 
though the claim of Parliamentcould* 
not £e taken a<way, t ytt being an /»* 
ferier, it might be fuperftded \ an&» 
that, whether the claim was with- 
drawn from the objecVorcbe object 

taken 
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taken from the claim, the fame fepa- have been tided to them,; but feted 



ration enfued ; and that America be* 
ing fubdued after a treaty with 
France, was to all intents and par* 
pofes a regal conqueft, and of courf* 
the fole property of the King* The 
Parliament, as the legal delegates of 
the people, might have contended 
againft the term *' inf trior" and 
retted the cafe upon the antiquity of 
power, and this would have brought 
on a fet of interef&ng and rational 
queuScms* 

Firft, What is the original fbun* 
tain of power and honour in any 
country? 

Secondly, Whether the preroga- 
tive does not belong to the people ? 

Thirdly, Whether there is any 
fuch thing u the Eafjtth ConJb- 
tntion I 

Fourthly, Of what wk u the 
Crown to the people ? 

Fifthly, Whether he who invented 
a Crown was not an enemy to man- 
kind? 

Sixthly, Whether it b not a flume 
lor a man to fpend a million a year 
and do no good for it, and whether 
the money might not be better ap- 



only as pocket money to the Crown. 
The more I reflect en this matter, the 
more I am aftonilhed at the blind* 
nets and ill policy of riiy country* 
meni whofe wiidom feems to ope- 
rate without difecniment, and their 
ftrength without an objefL 

To the great bulwark of the na- 
tion, I mean the mercantile and ma- 
nufacturing part thereof/ 1 iikewiie 
preicnt my addiefs< It is your iate- 
reft to fee America an independent 
country * and mot a conquered one. . 
If conquered, fhe is ruined? and if, 
ruined, poor, consequently the trade , 
will be a trifle, and her credit doubt-* 
ful. If independent* flic will flowriuV 
and from btrfiourijbing mull jour pro- 
fitt arifc. It matters nothing to you 
who governs America, if your manu- 
factures find a confumption there . 
Some articles will consequently be 
obtained from other places, and right 
they fhould, but the demand of others ., 
will encreafe by the great influx of 
inhabitants which a late of inde- 
pendenoe and peace will occafion, 
and on the final event you may be en- 
riched. The commerce of America 



plied ?— With a number of others of is perfectly free, and ever will be fo, 

the fame import* *** #ti ---* — — -r :-.. 

* In Aon, the contention about the 
dividend, might have diffracted the 
nation ; for nothing is more common 
than to agree in the conqueft, and 
quarrel for the prifce ; therefore it is, 
perhaps, a happy rircuniftance that 
our fucceffes have prevented the dif- 
pute 



She will ooofign away no part of it to 
any nation. She has not to her 
friends, and certainly will not to her 
enemies; though it is probable that 
your narrow minded politicians, 
thinking to pleafc you thereby, may 
ibme time or other make fuch an un- 
aeceuary proposal. Trade flourifhe* 
beft when it is free, and it is weak po~ 



If the Parliament had been thrown \ licy to attempt to fetter it. Her treaty 
. •__ ..A.. __ -i_*_ ...i.!^l : fc •_ _** ,rith France won the moft liberal and 

generous principle, and the French. 
in their conduct towards her, kave 
proved themielves to be philofophers, 
politicans, and gentlemen. 

To the Miniftry I likewife addctfs 
myfelf. You, gentlemen, have ftudiedi 
in' the ruin of your country, from 
which it is not within yonr abilities 
to refcue her. Your attempts to 
recover are as ridiculous as your plans. 

which 



out in their claim, which it is moft 
probable they would, the nation 
likewiie would have been thrown out 
in tboir expectation ; for as the taxes 
would have been laid on by the 
Crown, without the Parliament, the 
revenue arifing therefrom, if any 
could have arofe, would not have 
gone into the Exchequer, but into 
the Privy Purie ; and fo far from lef- 
fening their taxes, would not even 
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her are deteftable. have done in the fre/ent cafe agalnft 
what you would have dene in /Aaf 
cafe, and by juftly oppofing them, 
conclude a picture that would make 
yon blufh. But as when any of the 
prouder piffions are hurt, it is mud* 
more fhan better philosophy to let a man flip 
jnto a good temper than to attack 
him in a bad on,e; for that rea- 
fon, therefore, I only ftate the cafe, 
and leave yourfelyes to reflect upon it, 
iVgo a little back into politics, 
it will be found, that the trueinterc$ 
of Britain lay in pfopofing and proV 
moting the independence of America 



■ivhich involred 

The Comraiffioners being about to 
depart, will probably bring you thjs, 
and with it my fixth number to them ; 
and in fo doing, they carry back more 
'Common Sen/e than they brought, and 
you likewiie will have 
when you fent tfoem. 

Haying jhusaddrefled you fevaral- 
ly/ i conclude hy adflrefling you col- 
lectively.'* It is aflong lane that has 
ho' turning. A period of fixteen 
years of mifconduct and mbfortunei is 
certainly long enough for any one 
nation to ftjner under ; and upon a 
iuppOTition that war is not declared 
between France and ypu, I beg to 
place a line "pi* cpnduct before you, 
that will eaiify lead you out of all 
'your troubles^ It has been hinted 
before, arid cannot be too much at- 
tended to. 

Suppofe America had remained 
unknown to Europe till the prefent 
year, and that Mr. Banks and Dr. 
Solander, in another voyage round 
the world, had made the frit difco- 
very of her, in the felf fame condition 
fhe is now' in of arts, arms, numbers 
and civilization. What I aflc in that 
cafe, would have been your conduct 
towards her, Tor that will point out 
•what it ought to be how ? The pro- 
blems and their folutipns are equal, 
and the right line of the one, is the 
parellel of the other. The queflion 
takes in every circumftance that can 
poffibly arife. It reduces politics to 
a fimple thought, and is moreover 
a* mode of inveftigatron, in which, 
while you are ftudying your intereft, 
the Simplicity of this cafe will cheat 
you into good temper. You have 
nothing' to do but to fuppofe you 
have found America, and fhe appears 
found to your hand, and while in 
the joy of your heart, you ftand Hill 
id admire her, the path of politics 
rifes flxalt before you. 

Were I difpoled to paint a con- 
trail, T could eafily fct off what you 



immediately after the laft peace ; for 
the expence which Britain had thea 
incurred by defending America as 

HSR OWN DOMINIONS, OU,ghttQ 

have fhewn her the policy and necef. 
fity of changing the JHIe of the coun- 
try, as the btft probable method of 
preventing future wars and expence, 
and the on/y method by which fhe 
could hold the commerce without the 
charge of fovereignty. Befides which, 
the title fhe aflunied of Parent Coun- 
try naturally led to, and pointed out, 
the propriety, wifdom and advan- 
tage of a feparation ; for as in pri- 
vate life children grow into men, and 
by fetting up for themfelves extend 
and fecure the intereft of the whole 
family, fo in the fettlement of colo- 
nies large enough to admit of matu- 
rity, the fame policy mould be pur- 
fued, and the fame confequence* 
would follow. Nothing hurts the 
afTertions both of parents and chil- 
dren fo much, as living too clofely 
connected, and keeping up the di* 
ftinclion too long. Domineering will 
not do over thofe, who by a progrefa 
in life are become equal in rank to 
their parents, that is, when they 
have families of their own ; and though, 
they may coaceive themfelves the ob- 
jects of their advice, will not fuppofe 
themfelves the objects of their go- 
vernment. I do not, by drawing 
this, parallel, mean to admit the title 

of 
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ttf P*rr*U Country; because, if due England, ii a fenrlrmg- found to the 



any where* it is due to Europe col* 
le&ively, and the firft fettlera from 
England were driven here by perse- 
cution. I mean only to introduce 
the term for the fake of policy, and 
to (hew from your rule, the line of 
your intereft. 

When you faw the date of ftrengtji 
and opulence, and that by her own 
indufltry, which America had arrived 
at, you ought to have advised her to 
liave fet up for herfelf, and propofqd 
an alliance of intereft with her, and 
£n fo doing, you would jbave drawn., 
and that at her jpw* expence, more 
real advantage* pad more military 
supplies and afliftance, both of ihips 
and men, tfiaa from any weak an4 
^ wrangling £oyern*nent you could ex* 
jercife over her* la ihort, had you 
fluffed only the domeilic polices of a 
family, ypu would have learned how 
to govern the State % bu£ inftead of 
this eafy and natural line, you flew 
out into every thine which wa« wild 
and outrageous, tiliby following the 
pa&on and ftupidity of the pilot, you 
wrecked the veflel within fight of the 
Jhore. 

Having (hewn what yoa iughi t* 
bawdont, I now proceed to fhew the 
jreafon wjiy it was nut dent. The 
caterpillar circle of the Court, had 
an intereft to purfue diftinct from, 
and oppofed to yours ; for riiouglf oy 
the Indepedence of America and an 
alliance therewith, the trade would 
have continued if not encreafed, as 
in many articles neither country can 
go to a better market, and though 
by defending and protecting herfelfi 
(he would have been no expence to 
you, and consequently your national 
charges would have decreafed, and 
your taxes might have been propor- 
tionabJy lefl'ened thereby, yet the 
ftriking oft* fo many places from the 
Court Calendar was put in oppo- 
ikicn to the intcrefts of the nation. 
The lofs of thirteen governmentflrips, 
with their appendages here and in 



ear of an hungry Courtier. Your 
preient Miniftry will he 

the ruin of you ; and you had better 

than be thus led on from madness to* 
defpair, and, from defpair to ruin, 
America has fet you the example, 
and may you follow it and be free. 

I now come to the laft part, a vwer 
*with Frame*. This is what no man 
in his feafes will ad rife you to, and 
all good men would wifh to prevent. 
Whether France will declare war 

E* ft you, is not for me in thi» 
$o mention or hint, even if I 
it* but it muft be madne& ip 
you to do it firft. The matter is 
nowxoine to &full cr*fis 9 and peace 
is eafy, if willingly fet about. What- 
ever you, may think, France has ben 
haved handsomely to you. She woulfi 
have been: unjusV to hcrfidf to have 
a&ed o&erwifc, than (he did; and 
haying accepted our offer of alliance, 
me gave you genteel notice of it, 
.There was nothing in her conduct 
referved or indelicate, and while (he 
announced her determination to fup- 
port her treaty, {he left you to give 
the firft offence. America, on her 
oart, has exhibited a character of 
nrmnefs to the world. Unprepared 
and unarmed, without form of go- 
vernment, (he singly oppofed a na- 
tion that domineered over half the 
globe* The greatnefs of the deed 
demands refpect; and though you 
may feel refentmeat, you are com- 
pelled .both to wowdbr and ad- 

Here i reft my arguments, and finifh 
my addrefs. Such as itis, it is a gift, 
and you are welcome. It was always 
my defign to dedicate a Crifis to you, 
whea the time mould come that 
would properly mah it a Crifis ; 
and when, likewife, I fhould catch 
myielf in a temper to write it, and 
fuppofe you in a condition to read 
it. That time is now arrived, and 
with it, the opportunity of convey* 

aace. 
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For t& Ctairjihiflionert-^or. tlemen, is too ticklim for you to rug 



•toce. 

Commijjimeri /—having proclaimed, 
that " ytt forty days and Ninrvab 
jhM he owertkr&wn" have .waited' 
©iHthe date, and discontented with- 
their God. are returning to their 
goard* And aH the harm I wifb 
them is, that it may not wthet 
about their ears, and that they may 
hoc make their exit in the belly of a 
Whale. 

Common Seksb. 
Philadelphia, Nov. Ii f 
1778.. 
P. S. Though in the tranquillity 
Of my mind I have concluded with a 
Jangh, yet I havefomethingto mention 
to the Commiiftonersy which to them 
*s ferious and worth their attention* 
Their authority is derived from an 
AcVof Parliament, which likewife 
<WTcribes and limits their official 
powers. Their commiffion, there>- 
tore, is only a recital, and perfonal 
invefHture of thofe powers, or a nomi- 
nation and defcription of the perfons 
who are to execute them. Had it 
contained any thing contrary to, or 
gone beyond the line of, the written 
law from which it is derived and hy 
which it is bound, it would, by the 
Engfifo Cohftitution, have been trea- 
fon in the , and the been 

fubjeft to an impeachment* He dared 
not, therefore, have put in . com- 
miffion what you have put into your 
Proclamation, that is, 

authorized you in that com* 
miffion to burn and deftroy, - any 
thing in America* You are both in 
the Aft and in the Comrtiiflion ftiled 
*• Commiflior*ers for reftoring peace," 
and the method for doing it are there 
pointed out. Your latt Proclama- 
tion is fighed by you at Commif- 
fioners uhder that Aft. You make 
Parliament the patron of its con- 
tents. Yet in the body of it, you 
• ittfert masters contrary both to die 
fpirit and letter of the Aft, and what 
Itkewife dared hot to 

have put in commimon to you. 
The ftate of things in England, Gen* 
Voi.. VIL 



hazards. You are accountable to 
Parliament for the execution of that 
Aft according to the letter of It, 
Your may pay for breaking it ; . 

for you certainly have broke it, by* 
exceeding it; And as a friend who, 
would wi(h you to efcape the paw of 
the Lion, as well as the telly of the 
Whale, I civilly hint to you fo keep* 
within compafs. . . ■ . , 

Sif Henry Clinton, ftriftly fpeak- 
ing; is as accountable as the reft i 
for though a General, he islikewifa 
a Commiffiqner,.afting under a fupe- 
rior authority. His firft obedience 
is to the Aft ; and his plea of being 
a General, will not and cannot clear 
him as a Commiflioner j for that 
woufd fuppofe the Crown, in its fingle 
capacity, to have a power of <Gft- 
peniing with an Aft of Parliament*. 
Your nutations, Gentlemen, are met 
and critical, and the more fo, becaufe 
England is unsettled*. Take heed-J 
Remember the times of Charles the 
tPirft ! For Laud and Strafford fell hy , 
trufling to 

Having thus (hewn you the danger 
of your Proclamation, I now mew 
you the folly of it. The means con- 
tradict the defjgn» You threatened 
to lay wafle, in order to render A- 
merica a ufelefs acquifition of alliance 
to France* I reply, that the more 
deftruftidn you commit- (if you- could 
do it) the more valuable to France 
you make that alliance. You can 
deftroy only houfes and goods ; and 
by fo doirig, you encreafe our. de- 
mand upon her for materials and mer- 
chandize ; for the wants of one na- 
tion, provided it has Frhpoom and 
-Or box?; naturally produces riches 
to the other ; and as you can neither 
ruin the land, nor prevent the vege- 
tation, you would encreaib the ex* 
portarion of our produce as payment, 
which to her would be a new fund) of 
wealth. In (hort, had you oaft about 
for a plan on patpofc to enrich your 
enemies, vqu could not' have -"hit upon 
abetter. C. S. 
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Trim the Sojttb Carolina Gazette. 
A Letter, &c~ 
Sir, 
You defire to know what I think, of 
the treaty of alliance between the 
Court of France and the United 
States, I anfwer, that .1 am much 
delighted with it ; and figure to my- 
felf the utmoft poiffible felicity to our 
country, from that moll aufpicious 
event. . 

Hot you fay, would not -an alliance 
between the Court of Britain and A« 
merica have been more natural and 
more beneficial to us upon the ac- 
count ofthefamenefs of our language, 
cuiloms, laws, and religion. - I an- 
swer in the negative, and for the fol+ 
lowing reafons : . . .. 

The wifeft civilians and legiflators 
lay it down as a maxim, that when 
nations form alliances with each o- 
ther, they mould be with thofe who 
are as unlike themfclves as poffible in 
religion, laws, manners, and govern- 
ment. It is in this manner only that 
a national character can be prefer ved, 
and this is abfolutely neceilary to pre- 
serve national rank or independence. 
Let us now fuppofe, that Great Bri- 
tain had acknowledged our indepen- 
dence, and entered into a treaty with 
us, as equal and honourable as the 
treaty by which we are bound to 
France, what .would have been the 
confequence ? From our ancient at- 
- tachment to Great Britain, and old 
prejudices in her favour, we fhould 
gradually have conformed to her in 
every thing. We fhould, in a little 
while, have preferred the pomp of 



would have been extolled above our 
fimple republics, and advocates would 
not have been wanting for the pagean- 
try of kingly power among u$. Our. 
manners would, moreover, have been 
in danger, from an alliance with 



Great-Britain. Her pride f her Jux- 
ury, her Aria tic amufemenU, her fetes 
champ ttrtSy her mtjebianxas, and all 
her train of national, domeftic, and 
private vices, would have infatuated 
themselves among us, and deftroyed 
all that republican furiplicity, indus- 
try and virtue, both public and do- ' 
meftic, which have been introduced 
into our country, by the prefent glo* 
rious ftruggle for liberty. But fur- 
ther—The injuries America has re- 
ceived from Great-Britain, as a na- 
tion, ought never to be forgiven. 
The fpirit of Chriftianity bids us for- 
give individuals who injure us, be- 
caufe there are laws and magiilrates 
to prevent a repetition of fuch inju- 
ries. But this is not the cafe when 
nations injure each other. There is 
no great tribunal of national juftice, 
nor- is there any fpot appropriated 
for national punifhments, retaliation 
fleps in therefore to fupply the place 
of both. This is the instrument in 
the hand of God, of preferving the 
balance of empires, and of maintain- 
ing his juftice and fovereignty in the 
world. A nation is bouod therefore 
to avenge itfelf for injuries received 
from a nation, as much as it is bound 
to prcferre its own exigence. , 

Tliis being; the cafe, how great is 
the debt of hatred, America owes to 
Great-Britain, for her injuftice and 



her national religion, to the fimple inhumanity, in the beginning, and 
and independent modes of church gp- progrefs of this unjuft and unpro- 



vernment, which now prevails among 
all denominations of Chriflians in A- 
xnerica. : Many of her laws, which 
are the refult of combinations among 
the rich agaiuft the poor, would gra- 
dually have been incorporated with 
the more equal and juit laws of our 
States, Her government (b perfect 
i* theory, but fo corrupt in practice, 



voked war ? 

Now, an alliance with Great-Bri- 
tain wonld have cancelled this debt, 
and the enormous load of guilt the 
has contracted in the couri'e of the 
war, would have efcaped with impu- 
nity. 

We have nothing to fear for oar 
religion, laws, manners, and govern" 

meats, 
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ments, from our alliance with the' 
Court of France; for as we have been 
educated in prejudices agafnft the re- 
ligion, Jaws, and. government of 
France, the moft intimate anion with 
that Court cannot alter our opinion of 
them* Even their manners (fo wholly- 
unlike our own) will never find fuch 
a footing among us, as to be dan- 
gerous to the fimple manners of our 
republics. 

You foeakin your letter with fome 
dread of the confequences to Protef- 
tanifm from our alliance with France. 
But what have we to fear from an 
alliance only with a Catholic power? 
a power too which has lately diftin- 
guifhed itfelf for its moderation to- 
wards Proteftants ? How infinitely 
better is our fkuation, in this jqual 
mlliance than in a mean dependence 
upon a Proteftant power, that has 
lately diftinguiflied itfelf, by eftablijh- 
htg the Popilh religion throughout a 
province, the largeft in America. 
/ * Who knows what mighty events 
are in the womb of Providence'? Per- 
haps, our alliance with France may 
prove, hereafter, the means of intro- 
ducing Itberty, and the Proteflant 
religion into that country, in ex- 
change for the protection and inde- 
pendence me has afforded to this. Per- 
haps the light which has been kind- 
led upon the altar of Liberty in A - 
merica, may enlighten all Europe, 
through the medium of France, in the 
knowledge of the rights of mankind. 
The thought of tbefe things is de- 
lightful, and adds much to the plea- 
fure I take in contemplating the free- 
dom, independence, and alliance of 
our country. 

My laft reafon for preferring an 
alliance with France to an alliance 
with Great-Britain, is derived from' 
' the refources of France and America. 
France abounds in materials for a 
large army, and- America abounds in 
materials 'for a large navy. The 
former will protect us from all future 
invafions from Europe, "while the lat- 



ter will, in time, form a balance in 
conjunction with France, for the over- 
grown power of Great-Britain on the 
ocean. Thusixrth empires will en- 
joy peace, fecurity,and independence. 
The cafe would have been otherwife, 
in an alliance with Great-Britain. It 
would have been her intereft to have 
flopped the growth of our navy, and 
in cafe of a war with any power in 
Europe, whatfuccours could me have - 
afforded us-? The 'artificial and un- 
natural aid of Heflians, Waldeckers, 
&c. we now know is no fecurity 
againft enemies who fight from an 
attachment to foil or government. 

While Great-Britain was the bul- 
wark of the freedom of Europe, every 
good man rejoiced in thegreatnefs of 
her navy. But fince Britain has be- 
come the perfecutor of liberty, and 
filled ihe Eaft and Weft with her op- 
preflions, all her enemies muft exult 
in the profpeel of thofe canvafs wings 
being dipt, which have conveyed her 
power to the ends of the earth. The 
ftrength of Britain, un ted with the re- 
fources of America, and directed by 
the politicks of a late Great Minifter, 
might have commanded the world. 
But Britiih dignity and Lord Chat- 
ham are now no more ! 



Philadelphia, November 12. 

In Gtneral Jffembly of Pennfyivania, 

Tut/day, November 10, 1778. 

The Committee appointed for 
that purpofe brought in a draught 
of refolves, expreffive of the fenfe of 
this Houfe, refpe&ingthe Manifefto 
and Proclamation of the Britifh Com- 
miffioners, which being read and 
Confidered by paragraphs, was unani- 
moufly agreed to, as follows : 

The Houfe having taken into th«r 
confideration a Manifefto and Procla- 
mation of the Britiih Commiffloners, 
dated at New-York the third day of 
G&aber laft, figned " Carlifle, H. 
Clinton, Wtn. Eden," came to the 
following unanimous resolutions, viz. 

i ft. That the aflertion contained 

U u 2 in 
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in the fajd Nf****** ^ Prqclaxna- your JE^clUmaesinr«turri ? 
of the Honourable Congrefs 



UQU) 

having oo authority to reject the pro* 
portions which were made to t^em 
fey the &iji Commiflioners without a 
previous cpnfultation of the refpef- 
tiye Atfemblies, either manifefts an 
infidions defign of dividing and dif- 
imiting fhe powers of Ccngrefc, or 
Vtrays an ignorance of the truft 
which thp people of tbefe United 
Spaces repoied in that Honourable 
t?ody, and of the powers with which 
they are veiled, 

2. Tfiat every part of the tranf- 
aclions of Congreu with or relating 
to tfce Britifh Commiflioners, is moft 
thoroughly approvedof and applauded 
hy this Houie. That the Houfe re- 
jects with indignation the faid Mani- 
fjefto and Proclamation; and will 
treat with the utmoft contempt every 
offer which can be wade to feduce 
them from .their independence and 
thek alliance with prance. 

Extract from the Minutes, 
* , John Morris, junior, 
Clerk of General Aficmbly. 

f'e thf %arl of C A R h i s h k, Sir 

': HENF,Y CMNTON,WWliUAM 

Edek, Efq. 

Your Excellencies Proclamation 
and IVtanifelh) of the 3d of October, 
is the fubject of my prefent amufe- 
rnent. You were commiifioned for 
t&e fble purpofe of amvfing the Ame- 
ricans, and n mult be confeDed, even 
$y your greateft enemies, that you 
&ave a&ed your partes in a mafterly 
manner: the J^mencBii nation are 
$ot a little obliged to your Excellen- 
cies fgr the di<vtrfien you have af- 
forded them. This very entertain^ 
yjgManifefto of yours, i? addreffed 
to the Members of Congrefs ? the 
Members of the General AfTemblies 
pr Conventions of the ieveral States 
in the union, and to all others, free 
inhabitants of thofe States; and 
therefore it naturally follows, that I 
may with propriety address rnyfelf to 



Iwqi*14 
not for the world omit, mewing ** a 
jiift regard to the characters you 
bear." 

You »re pjeafed to fay, that * ( hav- 
ing amply and repeatedly made 
known to Congrefs, wi haying alio 
proclaimed' to" the inhabitants q£ 
North-America in general, tbe bene T 
yolent overtures of Great Britain to?. 
wards a union and coalition with her 
polonies, you do not think it con- 
fiftent, either-with the duty you owe 
to your eppntry, or witli a juft re T . 
gard to the characters, you bear, to 
perfift in holding out pflers, which, 
in your eftimation required only tq ; 
be known to be rnoft gratefully ac- 
cepted. " I muftconfefs to your Ext 
cellencies. fhat I think t^is ientence; 
is full of dignity and elegance; i£ 
correfppnets " with the duty you owe} 
to your country, and with a juifc re* 
gard to the characters you bear," It 
was not poflible for me tq conceive^ 
tjiat while you were Jaying down this 
idea, that your were relqlved " to 
pe/M in holding out* offers" to Qon- 
grefs and the inhabitants of North- 
America, which they had treated, 
with the rnoft fovcreign contempt. 
But in a moment, your ttfanifefto 
convinced me ? it was drawn up foj: 
the very purpofe which it reprobated 
in t^e moft pointed terms/ your 
Excellencies are happy in beinjg pot 
feiTed of a facility in reconciling to 
yourfelves ideas, which to the reft of 
the world appear utterly irreconcile- 
a>le. Great poets are not confined 
by rules $ and your Excellencies /hew 
us,* f hat great politicians are equally, 
exempted. * 

You ". again declare" to Congrefs 
thofe offers which they have repeat- 
edly rejected as abfolutely inadmif- 
fable. Could your Excellencies flatter 
yourfelves, that beeaufe you perilled 
in renewing your offers, that there- 
fore Congrefs would accept them! 
It if tri^e, fome gallants have wooed 
in this manner with fuccefs, the fair 
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lm&£ too gtttdc to reiift fuch impor- individually, ace fa ilmple, as to-W 



unities j but the materials you are 
^t work upon,, arc rather of a firmer 
mature. Look through the proceed- 
ings of pongrefs, ami fay whether 
you Have found an inftance of their 
Ttcei^ng from a declared determina- 
tion. On thp contrary, thofe pro* 
joeedtngs muft have convinced you, 
t-hat fjj you " to perfift" in renew- 
ing your offers, is to fhew the world, 
jjiat you are refolved to throw away. 
your time, I lhall fay nothing with 
r*4pe& to tfce oiFcrs you repeat to 
Congrcffi, nor to your aiTertion that 
Coogrefs were not authorized to re- 
jffA your offers, or to refer you to 
foreign treaties, which, though real, 
you are ple^fed #*w to call '? pre^ 
tended :" enough has been faid on 
thofe fob}f&? in feveral letters to 
your pxceUencies; nor do I think 
it confident wi$h a juft regard to the 
^aracW I bear, now to perfift in 
repeating thofe arguments which fully 
ported o^t the infidious nature of 
thofe offers, and the falfity of thofe 
aflertions. But, as to your invito 
tiou to. the General Auemblies fepa- 
rately, J mull fay it would be too 
dangerous an expedient for them %o 
truft to, even were they difppfed to 
relinquiih their independence. And, 
as to your invitation to the free inha- 
bitants individually, this is yet mora 
exceptionable than the la.fl. It is not 
by fuch very partial negpeiations, 
that a people are to force Britain to 
yield them important national ad-, 
vantages.. And this muft be obvious 
to evefy man, becaufe during the 
whole courfsof this difpute, Britain 
has never been difpoftfd to yield a 
iingle point, but when ihe lay un- 
der the edge of the fworo* of America. 
If then the combined wifdom and 
power of America is but adequate 
to the talk of forcing Great Britain 
to yield important national ad van* 
tages to America, can your Excel* 
lencies really think, the General 
Aflemblies feparateiy, and ti?e people 



manifeftoed by your Excellencies into, 
a belief, that they can procure the 
fame advantages by a difunion of 
counfel and of force I 

" Jt has not been," you fay, " nor 
is it your wifh to feek the object* 
which you are commimoned to pur- 
fue, by fomenting popular divifion* 
and partial cabals* ' " But it is 
both your wifh and your duty," yon 
add, " to encourage and fupportany 
men or bodies of men in their return 
of loyalty to your Sovereign." Now 
if this i* not a declaration of yonr 
wifli to foment popular divifion* and 
partial cabals, I know not what caa 
be ; and if your Manifeilo wa? not 
fent abroad for .thofe purpofes, I am 
at a lofs to conceive for what purpofes 
it was iflued. You declare, ydu 
" think fuch conduct would be ill 
fuited to the generous nature of the 
offers made, and unbecoming the* 
dignity of the King and the State 
which makes them ;" but you do 
not fcrupk, at the fame inftant, to 
ait diametrically contrary to your 
declaration " amply made known.'? 
By your conduct you clearly advife 
ns to place no confidence in what you 
fay, and yet you go on proclaiming. 

Your PjKcellcncies tell u*, that, 
" if there are any who think," " the 
Independence of thefe" States, " will 
in the refult, be acknowledged by 
Great Britain, to them you anfwer 
without referve, that you neither pof? 
hf$ or expect powers for that pur- 
pofe ; and that if Great Britain could 
ever have funk fo low as to adopt 
fuch a meafure, you fhoukl not have 
thought yourfelves compellable to b$ 
the inftruments in majtjng a concef* 
$on" of Independence* He,re are 
many words, let us fee what they 
amount to. 

There was no occasion for your Ex* 
cellencies to take thp trouble to ac^ 
quaint. .us, that you do not poffefr 
powers authorijiag you to acknow* 
{edge our Independence; becaufethe 
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AJl of Parliament, on which your 
<ommiffioo is founded, had long ago 
fully informed ns upon that point. 
Whether you •expect fuch powers, is 
of but little moment. Becaufe you 
<lo not expect to receive fuch powers, 
rt doe* not therefore follow, that 
fuch powers will not be pliced in the 
hands of other perfons. The Britifh 
Commanders in Chief have been 
changed ; and fo may the Bxitifh 
Gommiffioners, and for the' ' fame 
caufe, the want of fuccefs. We fee 
thefe things, and we then fee how 
idle it is for your Excellencies to en- 
deavour to give to a Very trifle, an 
air of importance. But you add, if 
you had received foch powers, yotx 
fhould not have thought yourfelves 
compellable to be the inftruments in 
inalunga conceflion of Independence. 
It Is true, nothing can be more legal 
than your, opinion, that yon would 
not Have been compellable. But it 
is not in the leaft probable, that men, 
.as your Excellencies, who have long 
been ufed to obey the direction of 
their fuperiors, and who voluntarily 
fubmitted to engage hi a bufinefs, 
in which others exprefsly reserved to 
themfelves a power to difown all 
their important contracts^ and to de- 
ftroy all their labours, I fay, it is 
not very probable fuch men would 
be very fcrupulous about being the 
inflraraents in making a conceflion 
of independence to America. How- 
ever, I need not prefs this point ; 
you have not faid, that you would 
nor be the inftruments, you have only 
faid, you were not cvmpeliahle. When 
profound Statefmen, as your Excel- 
lencies, are covert in their expref- 
fions, they always have an important 
refervation, I therefore admit your 
eittinm upon the fubject of compul- 
f:on, and give you credit for what 
tou mean ; nor can your Excellen- 
cies defire that I fhouid do more. 

You have declared that your Mani- 
fefto and Proclamation ftiall continue 
in force " forty days.*" and that, 



except Sir Henry Clinton, you have 
" refolved to return to England a 
few weeks after tWe date" of it. And 
this is a very explicit declaration, 
that yoa defpair that your Manifefto 
will be attended with fuccefs ;' it is 
perfectly decifive. If yoa expected 
fuccefs, you' muft have been fenfible 
that fuccefs would have required 
your ftay in America feveral months ; 
but by limiting yourfelves to " a few 
weeks," and forty days are near ilx, 
you demonftrate in the moft unequi- 
vocal manner, that you abfolutely 
defpair of fuccefs. The Americans 
have withftood your mdft violent ef- 
forts to (ubdue them, and now even 
the timid Whigs and Tories muft be 
too prudent to fubmit to you ; when 
having feen the Britifh power in 
America broken; they now hear yoa 
tell them, you defpair, they will do 
as you advife; This Jaft ftroke of 
your Excellencies, is truly a tnaiterly 
ftroke in politicks. 

Until the publication of your ini- 
mitable Mamfefto, we had yet to 
learn, that «* the policy, as well as 
the benevolence of Great Britain 
have thus far checked the extremes 
of war, when they tended to diitrefs 
a people dill considered as your fel- 
low fubjetts, and to defolate a coun- 
try fttortlv to become again a fource 
of mutual advantage." For. America 
then had in her eye, the ruins of 
Charle*-town, Falmouth, Norfolk, 
Efopus, Borden-town, Warren, Brif- 
tol, and Bedford ; and the defla- 
tions about Philadelphia,- on the 
banks of Hudfon's River, in Wyom- 
ing, German Flatts, in Jerfey, in 
Rhode-Iflaod — a mournful and wan- 
ton fcene of deftru&Um ! America 
had at that moment alfo deeply im- 
prefTed in her mind, the agonies of 
her fons in the prtfons and prifon- 
mips at New- York, where many hun- 
dreds died of hunger, cold, fuffoca- 
tion, and filth, after having endured 
the moft taunting, pointed, and con- 
tinned intuits of their keepers. The 

wife 
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**ife who appeared at the prifon door, 
with a morfel of bread and a, blanket 
for the wretch Within, was beat dowa 
with a mufquet. The officer on the 
part of ^America was prevented from 
farnifhing, the prifouers with food and 
raiment. In the morning the pri- 
foners were fupplied with water in 
thofe very tubs, which wercbut juft 
emptied of the excrements with which 
they had filled them during the 
night. Great Britain has instigated 
the favages to maffacre men, women, 
and children. Her trpops have re- 
fufed to grant quarter in innumerable 
inilances. The venerable General 
Mercer died of the wounds he re- 
ceived after he fell and was made pri- 
soner upon the field of battle, as did 
Lieutenant Lang, who received no 
lefs than nineteen bayonet wounds 
.'after he had fallen, J write not at 
jandonv: I minutely know thefe 
tranfa&ions, which with many others 
of a fimilar nature, will by authority 
.be publilhed to the world by affida- 
vits. [Seepage 294.] Your Excel- 
lencies, Sir Henry Chnton.excepted, 
may be flrangers tp thefe horrid enor- 
mities, but they are true. They call 
dpwn the vengeance of Heaven upon 
your nation : that vengeance is now 
ihaking your nation to the very 
centre; fhe feels the dreadful efFec"ts> 
and trembles in defpair. 

It is no lefs pleafant than ufeful, 
' now ant) then, to look .into hiftory, 
and fee in what manner met* in your 
and our circumflances fpoke and 
efted. The allegiance of Gi?^t Bri- 
tain was in the year 1688 withdrawn 
from James the Second, becaufe he 
invaded their laws and fundamental 
Conilitution. The allegiance of 
America in the year 1776 was 

.for 
-the fame reafons. As , long as King 
James thought he could recover his 
throne by force of arms, fp long he 
fpoke in th%loftieii tone — Execu- 
tioners were to be the avengers of his 
wrongs : and in like manner, as long 



as tie Miniitry of Great Etritaia 

thought they were able to. conquer A T 
merica, Co long they demanded an un r 
conditional fubmiffion from America.* 
In the year 1692, all King James's 
hopes of feizing the throne were 
blafled, and on the 17th of April fol- 
lowing, he iflued a declaration*, pror- 
feffing that he defired «f rather to be 
beholden to his fubje&s love- to, him, 
than to any other expedient whatr 
ever, for his reftoration :" prpmifiar 
that he would be " ready jtQ redrew 
all their grievances, and give* all thofe 
fecurities of which they ihould Hand 
in need," if they would fubmit.ro hi» 
authority. Sointheyear 1777, theJBrir 
tifh Government having loft a conv- 
pleat army, finding they had not am 
ability toippply the men and money 
neceflary to carry on the war, and 
lofmg all hopes of con^weft, oa the 
13th of April following they ap- 
pointed Commiflioners to. gftout and 
talk to us.about* <( : efcrdial recoacilir 
ation," of reftoring " free inter- 
.** courfe," and reviving ** mutual 
affection ; and to promile us «*. the 
irrevocable enjoyment ,pf every privi*- 
lege that is fhort of a total feparatioa 
of interefts," provided we would con- 
.fentto .return to a fubje&ion under - 
the Crown of Great Britain, It is 
curious to obferve how exactly paral- 
lel the two cafes are. 

There was a fenfible Whig " a*- 
,fwer to the late King James's lait de- 
claration." I beg leave to /hew your 
Excellencies in what light the;people 
of England in that dajr confidered as 
invitation to return to a cail off Mo- 
narch. The writer of the anfwer 
fays, «* I challenge all the late King'a 
.declaration-makers, to give me but 
one fingle inftance from hillory, thai 
ever a free people, who from a juft 
and recent fenfe of an invafion upon 
their Jaws and fundamental Conftity- 
tion, had withdrawn their allegiance 
.from him, did ever afterward* wil- 
lingly and tamely fubmit to his go- 
vernment again. No* there is not 

one 
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tme instance of this kiftd> in all the heftour 
records of time; for, though fcaree 
one agehes paffed without fone re* 
narkabk revolution in kingdoms and 
ftatet, yet ft thing -of this nature was 
never yet heard of ftnce the world 
ww/' " Bit 10 fubmit the deareft 
and moft facred things, that a nan 
can poffefe on earth, the liberties; 
law*, and fundamental Conftitutions 
of hit country, al) that either he or 
his children after him can call of 
with their own* to fnbtnie all thefe, 
J fay, to a few feeble pronrufes of one 
*hat has broke to us much more fo* 
letna ones before, were a madftefs 
that never a nation under Heaven 
was yet gtflty of. As it ia the eafieft 
thing in the world to prom tie largely 
when a man finds it his tateveft to do 
So ; fo it is erdinariry the lad refuge 
weak minds Have reeourie to* when 
all other means of companion orpep- 
fuanon rail, lot at the fame time, 
lie that threaten* hijrhlv, whin he 
thinks he has power in his hands to 
make his* threats good, and comes 
thereafter to cajole with fofc pfemifes 
of good treatment, when that power 
is gone, onetmift diveft hknfelfof 
common fenfe, if he believe that that 
ina**s Blind is reaWy changed for the 
better, and does not afcribe' the 
change; of~his man*** of treating 'with 
us to the change of his forrftae-" 

Sifch were the fentittenw of the 
people of England upon King James 1 * 
declarations they are my fentimenti*; 
and I believe your Excellencies 
are convinced, they are the ienti- 
ments upon the fame fabjec*> of that 
part of the inhabitants of America, 
who have broken- the fbroe of Britain, 
and are able to maintain the Inde- 
pendence of their country. 

Judgiethen of the contempt with 
which we receive yea* threats* that 
if we pe*f*ft in o^r Independence, the 

Ste&on with you is, <* How tar Great 
main may by e*try meat* in her 
power «teftroy Aaterkav Sach a 



to y6ur mallei's, tti fbiit 
nation, or to yourfelves. It is an 
outrage upon humanity* It is a proof 
6f a narrow and bafe t&indi But 
fout Excellencies will do well td 
fbrefee« that in cafe your threat mail 
be begun tobecarried into execution* 
that then it will be. a queftron with 
us* how far we mall hold General 
Bnrgoyue's a#my refoonflble for the 
effe&i of your fury« I warn yon, thai 
as yon burn our towns> fo fhall I 
urge to decimate you* legions; I fay 
thus much, rather to ftew you that 
we have the means of retaliation id 
our hands* than becaufe I apprehend 
you will drive us into fuch a nteafure* 
You have aii along endeavoured to 
bully us | an old cuAom is not eafily 
laidafide, and therefore you continue 
to threaten ■ God has railed u* to 
independenee> and we reft ~ aJJufed 
that Britain cannot -deprive : us of iu 
You have tried the art of pcrfuafion, 
and Governor Johnftone has at** 
tempted the art of corruption, to 
induce us to relinquish 6ur indepen- 
dence. Your arts have failed, vow 
force has failed, and we are not yet, 
and I truft never will be, quite lb 
mad as to compliment Great Britain 
with our obedience* 

William H«nrv* Dray-tost. 



A*Mr-2V/r> t&ti $Vft. 1778*. 
Having received the following' 
letter from Governor Johftflone at 
his departure for England, I think it 
my duty to fulfil his intention by 
puMifhing it for the fatisfa&ion of 
thofe who may defiie to know the 
neaibnsthat have induced him to fuf- 
pend any particular difcuflion of the 
charge on which a late refolution of 
the Congrefs, refpoftang himfelf ft 
founded. The intimation contained 
bet this letter will, in the mind bt 
every perftm in any degree acquainted 
with his character, have its proper 



declaration on you* part, 4or* no e#e& ;. although I am, 



both, by his 

injunctions, 
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Injunctions, and by the confidcration grefs had pafled. 
he mentions, restrained at prefent, 
from giving any particular account 
of the evidence intrufted to me. 

Adam Ferguson* 
Dear Sir* 

I leave in your pofleffion com pleat* 
indifputable evidence, that no aft of 
mine, by word, writing, meflage or 
Converfation, with any perfon what- 
fbever, could have been conceived by 
the Member of Congrefs, Jofeph 
Reed, Efq: previous to the 19th of 
July laft, as an attempt* or as naving. 
a tendency, in any manner whatfo- 
ever, to corrupt his itttegrityi 

A regard to the faith of private* 
communications, and an attention to* 
the peace and fafety ofinnocent in- 
dividuals, under the horrid cruelties 
that are daily exercifed to maintain* 
the prefent fyftem of Government 
by the Congrefs and Committees, 
reftrain me from making this and 
other evidence public* But when the, 
time fhall arrive that may render 
fuch communications proper, I an* 



1 am, with efleefcT 
and affection, your Sincere friend, 

George Johnston*. 
Nenb-Tarkr lid September , 1778. 
Adam Furgu/cK. t 

Letter fr^m Ma/or Talbot to Majer- ■. 

general SULLIVAN, StQning-tarww 9 

QBober 29, 177$. 
Dear General, 

The Sunday that I failed from 
Providence with the troops you put 
under my command, I got no- further 
than the Rocky lilana for want of 
wind. The next day I got through 
Briftol ferry to Mount Hope* Wed* 
nefday at ten o'clock at night made 
fall, run down through Howland's 
ferry, in order to attack the fchooner 
Pige*-— when I came to Fogland 
ferry, I hawled down all my iails, 
and let her drift through the ferry 
Under her bare poles, for fear of the 
fort on Rhode-Ifland firing upon us, 
and giving the alarm rto the fchooner 
1 intended to attack ; it had the 
defired eticct, I failed through undif- 



perfuaded the world will applaud my covered ; at half paft one A. to. got 

felf-denial in refafing myfelf die fa- fight of the fchooner Pigot, but a 

tisfaction ofpublifhing fo compleat a 

refutation of the afpei lions attempted 

to be thrown on my character by the 

refolutions of the^Congrefs, founded 

on a fpecies of testimony that could 

riot afreet me, upon any rule of evi* 

dence, or any fair conftruction of 

language. 

Another matter I wifh the world 
to know it, that I do not return to 
England on account of that proceed* 
ing of Congrefs. The ^>ther Com- 
miffioners, as well as you and all 
perfons with whom I have lived in 
any degree of intimacy here, and all 
my correfpondents in England, are 
fufficiently acquainted, that I had 
determined to return to London by 
the meeting of Parliament, to give my 
voice and opinion againft yielding to 
the claim of Independency, long 
before any fuch refolves of the Con* 

Vot. VIL . 



fmall diftance from her was hailed 
by her, and fired upon by her marines, 
from the quarter deck, but rcferved 
our fire till we had run our jibb boom 
through her fore fhrouds, then threw 
in fuch a volley of muiketry, loaded 
with bullets and buck fhot, and fomo 
cannon, that the feamen that were 
on deck immediately run, below beg* 
ging for quarters, and them that 
were below never made their appear* 
ance upon deck— the confeqnence of 
which was, my men run out upon 
our jibb boom andfeoarded htr with*. 
out the lofs of a. man — we came to 
fail with her and run into this har* 
hour, where my men are all landed, 
and on their march >to Providence, in 
good health. The Pigot mounted 
eight twelve pounder* v had forty-five 
men on board, their nettings were 
eight feet higher than our gunnel* 
X x The 
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V 3?* 
The Captain of tfte Rjgot behaved 
with the greateft resolution, and de- 
fended the fides of his veflel in his 
fhirt and drawers, for fome time, with- 
a (ingle fowl of his crew to aflift 



f 



out 

him. My -men behaved all well — » 
Lieutenant Heists, of Colotfel T*p- 
ham's regiment, behaved with the 
greateft fpirit, and was the krk man 
on board. I have jthe honour to be, 
youxmoft obedient humble fervant, 

- Silas Talbot. 
Vt» Major-general SuiHwam. 

General Sullivan fays (he - alft> 
mounts an eighteen or twcnty-rfbtur 
pounder in the prow* 

In Congr*/j, Novttnber 7, 1778. . 

Ordered, That the letter from 

Major Talbot toiOene'ral Sullivan be\ 

pubtifhed; r- -» •• » 

Charles Thomson, Sec*; 



To hit Exctii&tcy Sir Hex* r Clin- 

r tow, Knigbt of th* Batk t Com* 

fncmdtr in Chief vf all the Britijb 

forces in America* from, No<va. 

. Scotia to.Wefi Florida, and one of 



gallant Talbot with" (hat of ycrtff " 
Brittth officers on fimilar occailons 
under your direction, as well as under 
the command of your predecefibf, 
another Knight of the crimfon Bath. 

If your repeated maflacres in for- 
mer campaigns, and the horrid fptfc- 
tacleof iiacey'st wounded militia men* 
/mothered and burnt in ftraw, had 
been forgotten, the decent butchery 
of CoU Baylor's light horfe and 
fome of Polafki's legkpn would revive 
tbem, and add aew provocatives for 
revenge. 

The ffak excufe for your repeated 
barbarous murders, ** that carnage 
it inevitable rn furptixes and noctur- 
nal attacks" is once move confront- 
ed to your difgrace.. 

We have more than once, for 
frrely we have not loft fight of Tren- 
ton and the a6tbof December we have 
move than once> I fay, Sir Harry, 
thewn you that we can effect com* 
'plete iurprizesj avail ourfelves of 
midnight darknefs, and that we can 
{pare-— hear Baylor's officers and men 
unarmed, unclad, cry quarter! quar- 



the Cmmjjtoners for quieting* difor* ter ! — O horrible! hear your officers 
e -» tj c, - command the lefi fanguinary foldiers* 

" driver them/' " finim them," 
«* takeanother fpell at them'*— Behold 
the generous American, matter of the 
bigot's <feck, having your foldiers 
impounded, call to them, *' come up 
my lads, one by one, unarmed, you 
fhal! have good quarter."— Admire, 
Talbot giving due praife to his van* 
quifted enemy, ** the Captain of the 
Pigotbehaved w?th the greateft reso- 
lution, and defended the fides of his 
Veflel for fcmetime inhis fhirt and 
drawers, without a Angle foul of his 
crew to aflift him." What I not an 
officer with him ? No ! not one : all, 
all^fujik below. Was this the eifecl 
of rank cowardice ? Not fo ; the 
ghofts of Baylor's, Lacey's, Wayne's 
butchered men, and of the hundreds 
more which had been in their own 
£ghi poifoned, ftarved and fmothered 
in the provoils and prifon fhips^ rq(h- 

ed 



ders, Wtf. fcfr. l3c-. 

Your Excellency, npon reading 
Major Talbot's letter,, molt, not- 
withftaoding all your haughtinefs, ap- 
plaud ihat btfave youag^ oificer r apd 
render homage to American mag- 
nanimity: 

A peeple who, as we, ,havcfeea 
their fellow citizens ib often ma&cred 
in cold Wood, who harr ieen fuch 
2e£aeflKBts of cruelty pra&ifed upon. 
American captives reierved fcr itiU 
more deliberate ;murder; might juftly 
have puriited a vengeance, if it b* 
foJfibUy beyaad«tahatkm<^but* Sir 
Haary, a^themgh our malignant ene- 
mies have taught us to conquer, . we 
have not learned to imitate their bar- 
barities.. Afuppliantprifonerdifarm? 
the generous American/okliery ; theft 
are content to deprive their foes of 
the means of injuring them. Com- 
pare, Sir Harry, the conduct of the 
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jed into tie view of thefe drudges in feffion of a piece of artillery frtm Ae 



blood* and cried upon their minds 
HBTAMATiON, ** it is midnight" 
** you arc fur prized**' 

I will not be fo invidious as to fup- 
pofe that feeling national guilt and 
dreading confequences, \he Captainr 
fought like a defperado. You muft 
pardon me, Sir Harry, if, when I 
reflect on thefe things and upon the 
threats in your late defpicable Mani- 
fefto, I call Britifh courage, iii the 
prefent conteft, into queftion, it ap- 
pears to me, that you do not think 
yom-feiree fzfe while a yeoman of 
America lives. 

The generous forbearance Of Con- 
grefs, fhe humanity of the Com- 
jnander. in Chief of the American 
forces, and the character illicit fen- 
Ability of our people in general, have 
hitherto reftrained us from meafures 
which would have been fan&ioned by 
your conduc^ and warranted by the 
law of felf-defence. 
■ Confdous of our motives, we have 
heard with dtfdain our tendcrnefs 
afcribed to pufillanimity. But, Sir 
Harry, take need I I now fee a Mani- 
fefto under the authority of Congrefs, 
it contains, indeed, no menaces t>f 
retaliation for ivbat i> paft— the firft 
advantage finee the publication of 
that paper has been on the fide of 
America, you have feen what ufe 
has been made of it — but remember, 
if you give another proof of your de- 
generacy from thofe fentimerits which 
is the bcaft of civilized nations, we 
ftiall be obliged to bring you to a 
fenfe of julfice, and we have the 
means in our handsV Policy may ex- 
tort from you, what we have not here- 
tofore experienoed from your hu- 
jnanity. 



In Congrefoy O&oher 27, I77S. 
' A letter from the Marquis de la 
Fayette was read, containing an ac- 
count of the brave conduct of Mon- 
iieur Tonzar, Captain in the regiment 
of artillery of la Fer, in taking pof- 



enemy, in which action lie loft hu 
right arm; by the drfcharge of ano-' 
ther piece of artillery ; Whereupon * 
Refolved, That the? gallantry of 
Monfieur Touzar; in the late action +a 
Rhode- Ifland, is deferving of the 
higheft applaufe, and that Congrefs in 
onfideration of his zeal and misfor- 
tune, do promote the faid Monfieur 
Touzar, to the rank of Lieutenant- 
colonel in the fervice of the United 
States by brevet, and that he do receive 
a penfion of thirty dollars pet month, 
out of the Treafm-y of the United 1 
States of America, during his life. ' 
Extract from the Minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. - 



William M'Mkhael, of the North- 
ern Liberties, of the city of Fhilav 
delphia, caulker, on" his folemn oath, 
depofeth and faith, that he was in 
fervice as a Volunteer in the militia 
of this State/ nnder the command of 
Brigadier-general'Lacey, on or about 
the firft day of May hft, When the 
Britilh troops attacked the faid Gerie-^ 
ral's camp ; and that after forte con- 
teft, the faid Generai ; Lacey was <ob- 
Hged to retire, leaving many of his 
wounded men -on the field of action.' 
That, haviug retired fome ftnalf 
diftance, hey this deponent, few the 
enemy carrying ftraw. to the places* 
where the wounded were left, itirid? 
did verily believe they intended <jfr 
have eomforted them* therewith 5 hut- 
that before' he'had proceeded mere? 
than four hundred yard* from Where 
the wounded la^, hefaw tmvft&W*in 
flames. And farther the deponent, 
faith, that on the feme day he *pam*d- 
over- the 4ame ground* in^corhbany' 
with feveral other perfons, and ikw* 
the hones "of t h e b o di es" lying among 
the a{he9 of the ftraw, together- with 
fome remains of accoutrements. TheA 
deponent further fakh, that he>heaYd 
two privates* who were taken the day 
aforefaid, fey, that the Britifh troops; 
were ordered not to give any quarter^ r 

X x %. : • . anjjk 
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and to take no prisoners, and that 
they were threatened by their officers 
with having no allowance of rum, if 
they did. 

Willi a*£ M'Michabl. 
gbtladtlpbiai Stfttmbtr i6tb 9 1778. 
< • Sworn before me, 

Jonathan B. Smith* 

*Tbt flowing is an txtraft frem tbt 

. liHcr *writt*n to Government > giving 

i«* account of tbt ahoy* trattfiztfion, 

' and which <was publijbed in tbe 

:■ Penu/ytye&Ui Gazette patTorb-town. 

t » tl Our people behaved well. Our 

Ipfs is upwards of 30 killed and 

wounded* Some. were butchered in 

a manner the molt fcrutal favages 

could but equal. Even while living 

fome were thrown into, buckwheat 

frraw, and the ftraw fet on fire. The 

cLgaths were buwt on others, &c." 



,,; , WilUamJburg, Qfabtr 9, 
, .Jiftc heo* .from the fbuth weftern 
frontiers of this State, that Colonel 
ClaHt, with a body of militia, haa 
tajqen pofleffion of Fort Charrres and 
the other weftem polls between the 
rivew . Ol^io and Miulfippi. The 
Commandant is on his way to this, 
city, a prifoner. Captain Boone* 
the famous partifap, has lately croifed 
the Qhio with a fin all detachment of 
gyp* apd near the. Sjiawanefe towns 
rdpujfeda party of the enemy, and 
Vwght in ope fcalp, without any 
lofk 00 his.Adeu Major Smith has 
siatfcfeed with three companies of the 
militia of Waftiingfon county, to 
ittMPTt *1** gaprifon* in Kentucky. 
T$i« noted Cherokee Chief Chen 
Connafeon, or Dragging Canoe, is 
huely dead, whick event it is likely 
will unite that nation in the intereft, 
of America. 



Philadelphia, Oaober 31. 
Pennjylvania, ff. A Proclamation 
\ by tbe Supreme Executive Count He/, 

the CvnmoWAttaltb oflPennjyfoanra. 

Whereas the following named per- 
foru, late and heretofore inhabitants 
c£ this State, that is to fay,— Wil- 



liam Roft, cordwainer in Walnut* 
llreet ; Robert White, merchant aruj 
mariner ; Richard Palmer, cabinet 
maker ; William Marfhafl, pilot ; 
John Burd, butcher ; John Colftoh^ 
flocking weaver ; William Evans 
and John Evaas, carpenters ; Alex- 
ander Smith, blackfmith ; James 
Warren, brewer j David Jones, ta- 
vern keeper and con (table ; Hudfon 
Purr, hatter; John Burkett, water- 
man ; William Drewit Smith, drug- 
gift ; and Alexander Stedmari, Eiq. 
all now or late of the city of Phila- 
delphia : and Thomas Green and 
Thomas Silkod, yeomen, both now 
Or late of the townfhip of Hatfield $ 
and John Loughborough, blackfmith j 
Jofeph Comely, yeoman ; and John 
Burke, taylor; all now or late of 
the manor of the Moorland ; all 
now or late of the county of Phila- 
delphia : and Urian Hughes, junior, 
yeoman, now or late of the townfhip 
of Buckingham ; and David Burge, 
blackfmith j and Courtland Todd, 
miller ; both now or late of the 
townfhip of Solebury; and Jofeph 
Kennard, labourer, now or late of 
the townfhip of PlumAead ; and 
Ifaac Hutchinfbn, Thomas Hutchin- 
fon, and Marmaduke Hutchinfon, 
yeomen ; all now or late of the town- 
fhip of New-Britain: and Edward 
Jones, and Jonathan Jones, yeomen ; 
and Enoch Morris, wheelwright ; alt 
now or late of the townlhip of Hilf- 
town ; and John Dennis, joiner s 
now or late of the townfhip of Rich- 
land ; and Peter Pertie, yeothan ; 
now or late of the townfhip of Dur- 
ham ; JcGk Jones, labourer, now or 
late of the townfhip of Benfalem,' 
and Jonathan Shaw, late Eniign in 
the American army ; all now or late 
of the countv of Bucks.; and John 
Campbell, William Campbell, James' 
Little, Henry Magee, Edward Gib* 
bons, and James Belong/ yeoman f 
all now or late of Emmerfon's Val- 
ley ; and Andrew Smith and Robert 
Nixon, yeoman, both now or late 
of the townfhip of Lack ; and Jofep}* 
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Kifl&, y^qman, and William Wright, 
dytL, both nnw or late of *he tow fi- 
llip o; Path y,:1fey | and Doirunick 
^I*Nea!> ami lohnSrillweH, yeoman, 
both nov, r c: late of the townfhip of 
Tufcarora; all no'v or late of the 
county of Cumberland j and Rich- 
ard Wefton* yeoman, now or late cf 
the town (hip of Franks-town ; and 
Jacob HztZi Michael Hare, and 
Samuel Barrow* yeoman, all now 
or la*e of the town {hip of Barree, all 
now or late of the county of Bedford : 
' and George Fields, Daniel Fields, 
Gilbert Field?, Ifaac Doltfon, Mat* 
rhew Dolfton, Ifaac Dolfton, jun, 
Morris Furner T Edward Furn'.r, 
George Weitner, Henry Stacks, 
Patrick Hill, and Matthew Rufiel, 
yeoman* all now or late of the town- 
ihtp of Wioming, all now or late of 
the county of North urn her J and ; have 
Severally adhered to, an d knowingly 
and willingly aided and a flitted the 
enemies of this State, and of the 
^) pated -Spaces of America, by having 
joined their armies within this State* 
And whereas the following named 
peribns, inhabitants of other of the 
United States of America, who have 
real eftates within this Cojnmon- 
wealth* that is to fay, Peter Camp- 
bell, Gentleman, and I<aae Allen, 
attorney at law, both now or late of 
Trenton, in the Skate of New Jer- 
fey ; and Andrew Elliott, Efti, now 
or Late of New- York ; have federally 
adhered to, and knowingly and wil- 
lingly aided and aflifted the enemies 
of tab State, and of the United 
States of America, by having joined 
their armies at the city of New York, 
in the Stale of New York : We the 
Supreme Executive Council afore- 
(aid, by virtue of certain powers and 
authorities to us given, by an ad of 
General Aflcmbly, iiuitled, ** An 
ad for the attainder of divers traitors, 
if they render not thcmfclve* by a 
certain day, and for veiling their 
e nates in this Common wealthy and 
for more sffeclually difcoming the 



f;me, and for afcer raining unA fatb* 
fyiijg the lawful debts and claim* 
the re u pQ a , • T D ci he re by flri cliy cha r^e 
and require the Cud William Rufs, 
Robert White, Richard Palmer, 
William IforihaUa John Surd, John 
Colfbn, William Evans, John E- 
vans, Alexander Smith, James War- 
ren, David Jones, Ilfldfon Burr, 
John Burkett, William Drewit Smith* 
Alexander Stcdni an, Thomas Green, 
Thomas Silkod, Julia Loughborough, 
Joleph Comely, John Burke, Uriah 
Hughes, jun. David Burge, Court- 
landt Todd* jofeph Kent* ml, Jiaac 
Hutehinfiin, Thomas Hutciimfon, 
Marmaduke }iu t ch i n Ton , Edward 
jont :-, Jonathan Jones, Enoch Mor- 
ris, John Dennis, Peter Perlie, I 
Jones, Jonathan Shaw, John Camp- 
bell, William Campbell, James Lit- 
tle, Henry Magee, Edward Gib* 
bona, James Delong, Andrew Smith, 
Robert Nixon, loieph King, Wil* 
liam. Wright, Domimck M'Neal, 
John Still well j Richard Wciton f Ja* 
cob Hare, i\licbaei Hzre, Samuel 
Barrow, Geargc Fields Daniel 
Field*, Gilbert Fields, iliac Dol- 
fton, Matthew Dolfton, I;uaq Coi- 
tion, jun< Morris Furner, Edward 
F uruer, Henry Wcitner* Henry 
Stacks, Patrick Hill, Matthew Ruf- 
fel, Peter Campbell, Ifaac Allen, and 
Andrew Elliot, to render thcmfclvcs 
respectively to fotae or one of the 
Justices of the Supreme Court, or of 
tjc juiiices of the Peace of one of 
the counties within this State, on or 
before Tucfday the i ;th day of De- 
cember next enfuing, antf alfc abide, 
their legal trial fur fuch their ue^ 
fons, on pain tha. every of them the 
faid William Rofs, Robert White, 
Richard Palmer, William Marfaall, 
John Bard, John Colilon, William 
Evans, John Evans, Alexander Smith, 
James Warren , David Jones, i-Jud- 
fon Burr, Jehu Burkett, William 
D re wit Smith, Alexander S ted man, 
Thomas Green, Thomas Silked, 
John Loughborough, [ofeph Comely, 

John 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 34* ) 

Win Burke, Uriah Hughes, jun. until by 
David barge, Courtlaqdt Todd, 
Jofeph Kennard, Ifaac Hutchinfon, 
Thomas Hutchinfon, Marmaduke 
Hutchinfon, Edward Jones, Jona- 
than Jones, Enoch Morris, ' John 
Dennis, Peter PerJie, JeJTe* Jones, 
Jonathan gnaw, John Campbell, 
William Campbell, James Little, 
Henry Magee, Edward Gibbons, 
James Belong, Andrew -Smith, Ro- 
bert Nixon, jofeph King, WilJiam 
Wright, Dominick M'Neal, John 
Srillwell, Richard Wefton, Jacob 
feare, Michael Hare, Samuel Bar- 
yow, George Fields, Daniel Fields, 
Gilbert Fields, Ifaac Dolrton, Mat- 
thew Dolfton, Ifaac Dolfton, jun. 
Morris Furner, Edward Furner, 
Henry Weitner, Henry Stacks, Pa T 
trick Hill, Matthew Ruflel, Peter 
Campbell, Ifaac Allen, and Andrew 
Elliot, not rendering himfelf as afore- 
laid, and abiding the trial aforefaid, 
dial] from apd after $he faid fifteenth 
fby of December next; /bind, and 
be attainted of high treafon, to all 
intents and purpofes, and Iball Aif- 
Jer fuch pains and penalties, and 
imdergo all fuch forfeitures, as per- 
fbns attainted of high treafon aught 
to do. And all the faithful fubjects 
erf this State are to fake notice of 
this Proclamation, and govern them- 
selves accordingly. Given* by order 
of the Council, under the hand of 
the Hon. George Bryan, Efq. Vice- 
Prefident, and Ihe feal of the State, 
at Philadelphia, thk 50th day of 
O&ober* 1778.' 

George Bryan, V, P. 
Attefted by order of the Council. 

Timotht Matlack, Sec. 



dn jf# for regulating Navigation and 
Tradt in this State, ( Pennfy 1 vania. ) 
Whereas the navigation of this and 
the other United States of America, 
has been heretofore carried on under 
acts of the Britifh Parliament, regu- 
lating the trade of the plantations, 



fome refolves of the fai4 
States, made in Oongrefi, and the 
declaration of their Independence, 
and an aft of Affembty, intitled " An 
act to revive and pqt in force," &c. 
paffed the twenty-eighth day of Ja- 
nuary, one thoufand feven hundred 
and feventy-feyen, whereby the air- 
thority of Qreat Britain, and all the 
faid a£b of Parliament, have been 
vacated and fuperfeded within the 
territories of the faid States. 

And as it is of great importance to 
this Commonwealth that the faid trade 
and navigation in her porfs and har- 
boars, and the importation and* ex- 
portation of all goods, wares and 
merchandize, in and out of (he fame; 
mould b« regulated and ascertained 
in this State by a law, Ther?fi$re, 

Be it enafted, and it is hereby 
enacled by the Reprefentatives of the 
freemen of the Commonwealth of 
Pennfvlvania, in General Afleroblp 
met, and by the authority of the 
fame, That the mailer of any ftttp oi 
other veflel, except ftiips or veftels of 
war, privateers, and their prites, ar- 
riving in any port of this State, fhaljj 
within forty-eight hours after fach 
arrival, repair tq the'nava} office in 
the city of Philadelphia, r ini there 
exhibit and deliver to the Haval 06 
ficer of this State a true 5 manifeft, 
figned by the faid mafler, of all the 
goods, wares i and merchandise; laden 
and imported in fuch mip or veffd, 
fetting forth the packages, 1 marks, 
and n lumbers theneof, and the nature 
and quantity of their contents, in 
number, weight; and meafure, as &ey 
are commonly counted, elUmated, and 
fold ; ami alfo his own name am} 
firname, the name and burthen of his 
ihip or veflel, the names ar$ abodfes 
of the owner or owners^ thereof, and 
the country, port or placo w^Wr? 'the 
eargo was fhipped, together With 
fuch documents as arte ufoaJly for- 
nifhed in fuch place- of lading to 
matters of veffels failing froni thence 
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with goods, wanes, and 
dize< 

And be it further enacled by the 
authority, aforefaid, That, the mafler 
of any ihip or veflel, to be laden at 
any port or place within this State, 
except fhips or veilels of wax and 
privateers, taking in ncceiTary ftores 
and provisions, (hall fail make his 
report to the naval officer of the 
intended voyage of his veiTel, and of 
the goods, wares-, and merchandize 
ip tended to be (hipped and exported, 
and ihall obtain the faid officer's 
permit for that purpofe ; and before 
&ch (hip or veiTel ihall proceed or 
fciJ, the faid mailer Ihall exhibit and 
deliver, at the aforefaid Naval Office, 
a fair and true man Lie it of his out- 
ward cargo, figned by him in man- 
ner and form as the manifefb and 
declarations of importers of goods 
into this State are by this acVdire&ed 
to be made out and itated. And it is 
hereby provided and enacted, That 
in the manifefl, as well of cargoes im- 
ported as of cargoes Clipped off and 
outward bound, the number, weights, 
and meafure of the particulars of faid 
cargoes fhall be exprefled in words at 
full length, and not in figures Only. 
And the faid naval officer being 
fatisfied as to the truth and fairnefs 
of the manifefl or declaration, (hall 
adminifler an oath or affirmation to 
the matters of vefTeb coming in and 
going out of the ports or places of 
this State, in fubflance as followeth, 
to wit, 

" That the ——called — — , now 
at anchor in the port of » and 
Ler cargo, is the* property of the 
perfon or perfons in his manifefl: 
named ; and th*t no enemy or fub- 
je.ft of an enemy to this or any of the 
^United States of America, is the 
owner or proprietor <*f the faid — — 
or her cargo, or has any intereft or 
concern of property m either the faid 
or her. cargo, or any part or 
(hare of either of fhem, to his know- 
ledge and belief: and that the goods, 
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merchan- wares, and merchandize now on board 
the faid ■ , ■■ ■ are in number, quantity, 
and quality the fame as in his faid 
manifefl fpecified and declared to bo 
to the befl of his knowledge*'* 

And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That during the 
continuance of the prefent war be- 
tween the United States of America 



and Great Britain, the matter of any 
veflel failing from any port or place 
of this State ihall, at the faid Naval 
Office, give bond to the President or 
.Vice Preiident of the Supreme Exe- 
cutive Council, with two fuffkient 
fureties, refidents in this State, in at 
lea it double the value of his cargo, 
with condition that the fame cargo 
fhall be landed and delivered at fbme 
place or port not under the dominion 
of the King of Great Britain, except ^ 
Bermuda and the Bahama Jflands, 
and that he, the faid mafler, ihall, 
within the fpace of eighteen month* 
from the date of fuch bond, produce 
and deliver to" the faid naval officer, 
- a certificate from the officer of an/ 
port in the dominions of the United 
States of America, or if his cargo be 
landed put of tne faid dominions, 
then from two creditable merchants* 
refidents in the place where he has 
landed the fame, that the goods and 
merchandize, mentioned in his clear- 
ance or cocket, were actually landed 
at the place where fucb certificate 
was given. 

. And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That during the 
continuance of the prefent war be- 
tween the United States of America 
and Great Britain, no goods* wares, 
or merchandize of the growth, pro- 
duce or manufadory of Great Britain, 
nor any of her ddminions, except 
Bermuda and the Bahama Iflands, 
others than goods taken as prize, 
properly certified to be fucji, ihall be 
imported by land or water into this 
State, nor (hall any goods, wares 
and merchandize of the growth, pro-, 
duce or manufactory of Eafl-India, 

or 
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tor any other country not belonging to be provided for that purpofe, and 



to Great Britain, be imported from 
Great Britain or any of her domi- 
nions, except fait from Bermuda and 
the Bahama Iflands, into this State 
on pain of confiscation of all fnch 
goods, Wares and merchandize, ooe 
half thereof to the ufe of the informer, 
and the other half to the ufe of thiJ 
Commonwealth, to be recovered either 
by feizure of fuch goods in the nature 
of an attachment and a profecutibn 
in rem, or elfe by an adtion of debt 
againft the importer for the value of 
fuch goods, wares and merchandize, 
in any Court of record in this State* 
Provided always* That fuch aclion 
or profecution fhali be brought and 
commenced within fix months from 
the time the caufe has arifen. 

And be it farther enacled by the 
authority aforefaid, That in order 
to enable the owner of any fhip or 
veiTel to navigate the fame under the 
protection of the United States of 
America and this State, and to claim 
the fame as the property of a fubjeel 
of this State, either within the fame 
or elfewhere, and to detect frauds 
and abufes which inay be attempted 
to cover the fhips of an enemy, all 
the fhips and vefiels of and belonging 
to any fubjeel of tyis State, fhall be 
regiftered with the faid naval officer 
when fuch fhip or veflel mail be built 
or firft brought into any port of the 
fame, and before the next departure 
of fuch fhip or vefTel, for which pur* 
pofe one or more of the owners there- 
of fhall certify, on oath or affirmation, 
to the faid naval officer, the name, 
burthen, fhape and kind of fuch fhip 
or veflel, together with the name of 
the matter, the place of conftruelion 
and age of fuch fhip or veifel, and 
the name or names of the owner or 
owners thereof, their occupations and 
abodes, and the parts and fh ares they 
refpeclively hold in the fame ; and 
the faid naval officer fhall enter and 
regilter fuch fhip or veflel in a book 



furntfh to the faid owners, or any 
other perfons who fhaH require it, an 
attefted copy of fuch regifter; 

Add be it further enaded by the 
authority aforefaid; That if thei 
mafter of any fhij> 6r vefTel, arriving 
in any port of this State, or proceed- 
ing on a voyage from any port or 
place within the fame, fhall neglect 
to exhibit and deliver to the naval 
officer of this State fuch manifeil at 
is herein before required to be made* 
the mafter fo neglecting as aforefaid, 
fhall forfeit and pay to the naval 
officer the fum of one hundred pounds 
for every fuch negiecl ; moreover he 
fhall recompence and pay the faid 
rtaval officer, or other perfon, any 
reafonable charge and experice he may 
be at in fearching fuch fhip or vefTel; 
in order to difcover any illicit practice 
in the import or export of any goods, 
wares or merchandize, during three 
days, in which fpace of time fuch- 
fearch may be made : and if any 
goods, wares or merchandize fhall be 
landed in this State from any fhip or 
vefTel fo arriving as aforefaid, or fhall 
be found in fuch fhip or vefTel, and 
not reported in the manifeft thereof, 
all fuch goods, wares and merchan- 
dize fhall be- forfeited and feized by 
the faid naval officer; one half to the 
informer, and the other half to the 
ufe of this State. 

Provided always, That all vefleli 
employed in tranfporting fuel, hay, 
Hone, or any produce or manufactory 
of this State, or the other United 
States, plying within the bay or river 
Delaware, fhall not be included in 
the regulations aforefaid. 

John Batarb Speaker* 

Enacled into a law at Philadelphia, 
on Thurfday the tenth day of Sep- 
tember, in the year one thoufan4 
feven hundred and feventy-eight. 

John Morris, junior, 
Clerk of General Afiembly. 
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^To their Excellencies the Right Hon* 
the Earl of Carlisle, Sir Henry 
Clinton, and William Eden, 
Efq, Commif/toners of his Britannic 
Majefty for quieting Apter icons* 
May it pleafe your .Excellencies* 
Your Proclamation, dated the 3d 
{Seep* 127) came to hand the 21 ft, ad- 
drefled to me, among the feveral or- 
ders of men to whom you direct it ; 
and the common rales of decency call 
for an anfwer on the awful fubjeft. 
Alas ! for the unhappy conteft, be- 
gin and drove on by a Jacobite or 
Tory party, who unhappily got the 
fleering of the Britiffc helm thefe fix- 
teen years pall. The anger of the Lord 
bath divided, us* Ivoluntarily joined 
in eppofing their armies with all 
my power, both in Scotland and Eng- 
land, anno, 1745 ; and {till think it 
my duty to oppofe them here ever 
ilnce anno '775* Had your Pro- 
clamation come , three years ago, it 
would made every heart here to leap 
with joy, and glow with love to your 
King and you. Alas ! the happy 
hour is now long and far loft. The 
great Lord Chatham truly told your 
Parliament we were willing chear- 
fully to have gone pn in a eourfe of 
trade and tax that paid you two 
millions fteriing yearly thefe thirty 
years paft, which far more than repaid 
all the boatted money you expended 
in former wars, for the fake of your 
trade defending us; but all thefe 
millions would not fatisfy the need of 
your Court Jacobites ; no, but a tax- 
ing us in all cafes. *v t hatfoe<ver, and 
planting all our cities with.fwarms 
of tax-gatherers in cuftom-houfes, 
who by their lewd examples and in- 
fluences, would foon have debauched 
all pur cities, and youth of both 
fexes, efpecially when a&fted in the 
faid debauching work by the fhoals 
of convicls you fwept out of your 
gaols, and poured in upon our coafts 
yearly thefe thirty years paf^. 

You declare to our Congrefs, that 
you are for fearing to us f* exemption 
You. VII. 



from Brtiijk taxation* and the irri~ 
'vocable enjoyment of our privileges* on 
which the intertft of. religion and 
liberty depend* But does it not ap- 
pear from the face of your com- 
mjffion, and the aft ^enabling the 
King to appoint you, that Parlia- 
ment ftill refervea to itfelf, a power 
to confirm or repeal all the fecurities 
you may or can give us, as it fees 
caufe. Can you give fufficienty?c«- 
rity that your bloody greedy Bifhops- 
will not invade us, and build their 
lofty palace on the 300 acres of land 
they bought at Trenton for that end } 
Can you give any good fecurity that 
your Jacobite Miniftry, will not in. 
two years repeal all you do, * and be- 
gin to murder and burn our country 
again ? We had the moft folemn fecu* 
rities of your King's facred corona- 
tion oath, and many acts of Parlia- 
ment, to guard our lives, religion, 
and liberties, in anno 1764, yet your 
Court broke through all, and fent 
large fleets and armies to deftroy 
us. You know the Court has in 
alt ages been ufed perfidioufly to break 
through its moft folemn oaths and 
laws. In anno 1643, it fwore a 
folemn league and covenant to defend 
religion and liberty, and yet in a 
few yearns after they burnt faid cove- 
nant by the hangman, repealed all 
the fecuring laws, and becaufe our 
pious anceftors would not confent to 
that perjury and apoftacyof the Court 
and its Bifhops, they banifhed many 
of them to America, denounced them 
rebels j murdered on fcaffblds, &c. 
about 8000 Scots Nobles, Minifters, 
and people, and killed and banifhed 
42,000 Englifh as traitors, but we 
cajl them martyrs for religion and 
liberty, fo we are become jealous of 
your Court. 

Other nations are jealous of you 
too as well as we ; for although Ire-, 
land was at peace with you anno 1 64 1 , 
yet your Royal Martyr, Charles the 
Firft, authorized the Papifts to mur- 
der 40,000 Proteftanu in cold blood, 
Y y ' and 
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and afcoa* aha© 1662, yea fuddcidy 
broke through all peace and foitk 
wfrh the Dutch, while chair fleet lay 
quietly in the Downs on your coaft, 
and murdered a vaft number of them, 
defcrtymg their mips. Your Court 
alfe deceived the pious French Pro- 
tetants at Xothtile, befieged in their 
city, and (0 got them butchered. In 
aitft-o 1708, your Court, by Ccnt- 
mrfiofcers, got the credudoue Scotch 
flattered and fettered into above 
tvtcaty articles of union with you j 
yet you hare ba&Iy broke through 
thfcta all, but a very few. Tell it 
not iti Gat&. 

Yotff Excellencies fay, that Bri- 
taik—*m*ft — he at dli timet the beft 
guardian of religious lihertf, and moft 
diffofid t* extend it — Strange i Read 
your fecrataiental Teft Ak\ whereby 
evtfry 6tot*hmah, Uf he comes fcuth 
owir the rim Tweed, to Tit as a 
Bftatt it! Parliament, is abfointely 
bound to renounce his PreAyterian 
pr&fbfion, and return home, or elfe 
fuperm*tio*fly kneel at your chahcel- 
table, and take the facrameht after 
the Epifcopal form, and take a fwann 
of'ftate oaths. Nor can any Diflenter 
in England be admitted as a witneft, 
by law, itt any civil Court, till be 
firft renounces his pfofefllort, and 
fupetftkloufly kift the Gofpel or a 
Prayer-book like as a Popifh ?tie& 
kwies the Gofpel while cdebradag 
maft. Sy your Patronage 48 every 
Bxitim parifh is totally deprived of 
power to eleft its own Clergymen, in 
England the Biihpp does it. In Scot- 
land a ttopifh Lain!, or Lord, dr a 
Jacobite Don does it j and though 
the Seers have ftrnggled theft feventy 
years, yet they can never get^their 
necks out of this galling yoke. t\y 
the acts regulating ele&ionSj the 
Sdots flutters ana tfadefmen aVe 
totally deprived of ele€ting their Par- 
liament men, Ufclefs it be a Very few 
xieh ones, fo that the potr Scott havt 
their fouls taught and their *«ftates 
taitftd by mca they never employed 



to eft for tnenV : thus thw/osfs an i 
hddiet are drudges and flaves to your 
Britilh Court, which you caller hijt 
guardian of religion and lih*rty-~Y oxx 
dragged hundreds of poor Scots from 
their beds, wives and children, at 
midnight, to come and murder us ; 
fo that, uslefs a Scot/mam has loft all 
feeling, his foul muft be fired with 
flaming indignation to hear you talk 
{o t ana mult redouble his seal with 
the Americans jointly to guard this 
his bleeding country againft your 
perfidy and, tyranny j and I loudly 
cail on them all to do it, if they mean 
to act like their noble and pious 
ancestors. 

Your Excellencies fay, that the 
grievances *which led us into this we- 
hellion, (as you call it) hath heen for 
ever rtm$<ved~It is wall year Court 
hath owned its fatal error by repealing 
thofe bloody a&s that robbed us of 
out charters, fifheries, and alerted a 
right to tax us in alt cafes, &c. Vet 
that is far from redreffiog many other 
grievances, we often begged your 
Court to redraft. No, you have both 
multiplied and magnified our griev- 
ances ever fince wo took up arms, as 
well as before, both by fea and land. 
You have raifed and hired the favages 
to batcher and burn our innocent 
mehjwomen and children by hundreds, 
in our frontiers. Your Court hath 
hittd the Germans and forced jheir 
pOa&nts and failors to come and 
murder fome of our Ministers and 
fome of our Qeaerals, refuting them 
quartets. You have burnt our 
churches, houfes, bams, fhippnsg, 
and cities ; other churches, you made 
into riding houfes for your horfca ; 
others you turned into goals, there 
petfening or ftarving to death, in 
hunger and cold, fome thoufandt of 
our prifqnen ; fo that untefs you 
awld bring all *ho&, and all you 
flew in battle, to life and health 
again, you could not poflibly rtmw* . 
all our grhvatotes. We may forgive 
your Uefnaifei committed againft our . 
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names anji nftat«, hut k » God You know it w« Jufttry, 4*h»- 

alone can forgive your Court ail thefe chery, the fheddipg JnnoeenX Wood, 

horrid murdSfc. the prefenatio* of QpiV oame and 

The Great Almighty God who fabhath, and Hf^eft of Chrift an* 

rule* aH nations on earth* and Jfeeir hit ordinances, provoked Almighty, 

Courts, now called our Conth|en| to God to feoi Titus V&pa&n to de- 



bts bar the& cferee years paft, to an&w 
for our fins, our profanation of hip 
name and iabbadb, our negltft of his 
divine inftitutkms, and by your fbl- 
djery hath now punifhed up juftly. 
But knew that the fame Gfleat God 
wiH oall your Court and kingdom to 
his tremendous bat, to answer at 
your peril, not only for all the horrid, 
urnrders done againft us, but ajfo for 
aH tae horrid murders your Ragljih 
Court committed ya. the reigrt ctf 
King Henry the Eighth, and in the 
fire years bloody reign of his4aughcer 
Mary, and for all tfiat bani&ing fttch 
mohutudes cf pious perfons to New- 
England in Queen Elizabeth's reign, 
befides what it then itifled id Englifli 
prifons by ijs new made laws* and for 
all the 40,060 murders it did in yqur 
Royai Martyrs $ime in Ireland, and 
for (he 60,000 in Charles the Second's 
time-, that it bahifhed abroad or 
murdered at home ; all the io.boo 
Scotland 1 8,000 oAers you murdered 
fmce 1775 in this war. All the 
millions $f murders done in the£anV 
Indies, at Calcutta, fcc. and fok- all 
the millions of innocent negroes, 
your Couft, by its African Company, 
has ftifled to death and cad into the 
faa on their way to the Weil-Indies, 
thtrfe co years by-gone. For though 
tfeeoki Aoyal murderers be .dead, 



ftppy d& Jewijfc nation, andifytfur 
Eritilh Court 4e not repeat of aU 
thefe vices, which overflow ftritain, 
the fame God will d*fmjen»ber your 
empire and deftroy your nation. Go 
home and advifc your King and 
Court to repentance, and to treat with 
the Congrels for ad aUiange ofkxttiky 
and commerce. They are fiflly able 
to give you good terms* highly con- 
ducive to both our intecetis. Look 
oyer to Genoa, would it not befti far 
better few them to have agreed with 
Qerfica, on ;the terms it propoied, 
than to have totally loft it, a«d (o 
much treafure and blood along with 
it ? You call our reydudto rebellion;, 
buttJook back u home $ vonr nation 
revolted from the tyrannical Rcyn^t 
empire, and fet up Independent ; 
and again it revolted fvom the ty- 
rannical Stuart fairly, .and felt 
up independent of them, yet you 
call thefe in your ilaws glorious 
revolutions, and fo may posterity p|o- 
noiince ours a happy ^revolution, both 
for religion and liberty, if we can but 
avoid deflroying it hy vke and pro- 
fanity, as yon and other nations <k* 
ftroyed theirs. 

PbiladilphUy .€*• 30, 177*, 



In CMtgttfs* (Mpbcr \> 1778. 
iRefolved, That all iiimmrionfl of 
yet the Court is alive, and is the fame prices of gold and filver be tajcen off. 



Co«rt fall, and amenable at the bar 
©f Heaven for its conduct as a Court* 
As God called the BabylonHh King 
to punfth the Jewiih Court for the 
innocent hlood it had fhed in Ma- 
nalfth's day, near 200 years after he 
was dead, fo he may call the French 
King to avenge all the faid crimes on 
the Britifh Court, though it be jr bout 
200 years fince the train of them be- 
gan to be committed. 



J**u*ry\> 1773. 

Refolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to fhe fevqral States, forthwith to 
adopt fuch meafures as may be effec- 
tual for detecting perfons employed 
in making counterfeit bills, or pa&ig 
the fame, knowing them to ^e fuch, 
Hatotmber io f 1778. 

iRefolved, That <heCommifttoners 
of the Continental loan offices of 
the United Sates t» jefpe&iwly-dL- 

Y y 2 refted 
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*e&ed to receive for loan office certi- 
ficates, fuch bills of credit only, as * 
have or may be emitted by Congrefa, 
any refolution to the contrary not- 
withftanding. 

January i, 1779. 

Refolved, That one eighth per 
cent, be allowed to the Commiflion- 
ersof the loan offices, on the amount 
of Wis to be exchanged by them 
refpeftively, in lieu of all other ex- 
pence attending the faid fcufinefs* 
January 14, 1779. 

Refolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the feveral States, to take the 
moil fpeedy and effe&ual meafures 
for publilhing the resolutions of the 
2d inftant, in their feveral counties > 
towns, and diflricls, and for encou- 
raging the wealthy inhabitants thereof, 
to unite in affiftUg the indigent, by 
exchanging without difcount, bills 
in their pofleflion, of the e millions 
of May 20, 1777, an< * April n, 

177*- 

Extract from the Minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 
A lift of the Congrefs, as ehofen far 
theyear 1779* 
John Jay, President. 

New Hampjbire. Jofiah Bartlet, 
John Wen tworth, William Whipple, 
George Froft. 

Majfachnfetts Bay. John Hancock, 
Samuel Adams, Elbridge Gerry, 
Francis Dana, James Lovell, Samuel 
Holton, Timothy Edwards 

Rhode IJand. Stephen Hopkins, 
William- Ellery, John Collins. 

Connecticut. Roger Sherman, Titus 
Hoflmer, ' Eliphalet Dyer, Samuel 
Huntingdon, Oliver Elfworth, An- 
drew Adams, Jefle Root. 

, New-Fork. John Jay, James 
Duane, I Governor Morris, Philip 
Schuyler, William Floyd, Francis 
Lewis. 
, New Jerfey. John Witherfpoon, 
Nathaniel Scudder, Frederick Fre- 
linghuyfen, John Fell, John Neilfon. 

Pennsylvania. Daniel Roberdeau, 
William Clingham, John Armftrong, 



Villiam Shippen, Samuel J. Atlee, 
James Searle. 

Delaware. Caefar Rodney, Ni- 
cholas Vandyke. Thomas M'Ke>n. 

Maryland. George Plater, Wil- 
liam Paca, William Carmichael, 
John Henry, James Forbes, Daniel 
of St. Thomas Jenifer, 

Virginia. Thomas Adams, John 
Hervie, John Bannifter, Francis 
Lightfoot Lee, Merriweather Smith, 
Richard Henry Lee, Cyrus Griffin. 

North Carolina. John Penn, Cor- 
nelius Harnet, John Williams, Whh- 
mit Hill, Thomas Burke. 

South Carolina. Henry Laurens, 
William Henry Drayton, John 
Matthews, Thomas Heyward, Rich. 
Cdltfon. 

Georgia Lyman Hall, George 
Walton, Jofeph Clay, John Walton, 
Edward Telfair, Jofeph Wood, 
Leonard Langworthy. 

* Charles Thomson, Sec. 

Chatham, fin New Jerfey) March 9. 
We hear that the Indians and To- 
ries, with their ufual barbarity, have 
burnt a number of houfes at So^uo- 
harrah. 

InCdngrefs, O&oler 20, 1778. . 

Whereas by a refolution of Congrefs 
of the 22d of April, 1777, it is pro- 
vided* i" That the feveral command- : 
ing officers of parties, detachment*, 
or corps, on their march to pr from 
the camp, fhall fend to the military 
hofpitals fuch of their officers and 
foldiers as from time to time are un- 
able to proceed, unlefs from the 
diftance of the hofpitals, of other 
caufes, it mail at any time be ne- 
ceffary to deliver them to the care of 
private phyficians or furgeohs ; in 
which cafes, the Deputy Direaor 
General {hall difcharge the reafonable 
demands of the phyfician and fur- 
geon conducting agreeable to the faid 
refolve." And whereas no provifion 
is therein made for difcharging the 
accounts of other perfons, who have 
been or may be employed, by proper 

officers, 
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officers, for taking care of, and pro-, 
Viding for fuch officers and foldiers. 
Refolved, That the Deputy Di- 
rector General be refpeftiveiy autho- 
rized and inftrufted to difcharge fuch 
of the faid accounts as fhall appear 
to be reafonable and juft, provided 
that each perfon, who may hereafter 
be e'm ployed to provide for officers 
and foldiers as aforefaid, mall give 
the earlieil notice thereof to the. De- 
puty Director General, or the Phy- 
fician or Surgeon General of the di- 
ftrict, in order for their fpeedy 
removal to the military hofpitals*. 
Extract from the Minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Sec, 
In Congrefs, Ofiobtr 21, 1 778. 
A letter from David Franks, Efq*. 
Commiflary of Britifli prifoners, to. 
Mofes Franks, Efq, of London, en- 
closed under cover to Captain Tho- 
mas Moore, of Gen, De Lancey's 
regiment, was laid before Congrefs ; 
whereupon refolved, That the con- 
tents of the faid letter manifeft a dif- 
pofition and intentions inimical to 
the fafety and liberties of the United 
States ; and that Mr. Franks, having 
endeavoured to tranfmit this letter 
by ftealth within the Britifh lines,. 
has abufed the confidence repofed in 
him by Congrefs, to exercife, within 
the jurifdiftion of thefe States, the 
•office of CommiiTary t« the Brittfh; 
prifoners, 

. Refolved, That General Arnold 
he directed , to caufe the faid David 
Franks forthwith to be arretted and 
conveyed to the New gaol in this city, 
there to be confined until the farther 
order of Congrefs. 
* Refolved, That David Franks, 
Efq- be not, after the tenth day of 
November next, permitted to exer- 
cife, directly, or indirectly, the office 
of CommiiTary to the Britifh prifon- 
ers within the jurifdi&ion of the 
United States. 

Refolved, That General Wafhing- 
ton be directed jto tranfmit a copy 



of thefe- refolutions to Sir Henry 
Clinton, and to inform him that 
Congrefs defire he will nominate a 
proper perfon, who, having received 
their approbation, may exercife the 
office of Commiflary to the Britifh 
prifoners. 

Extract from the Minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 



In Council^ 
Philadelphia, February 3, 1779. 
Prefent, his Excellency Jofeph Reed, 
Efq. Prefident; Hon. George 
Bryan, Efq. Vice-prefident ; Co- 
lonel jofeph Hart, John Mackay, 
James M*Lene, James Read, John 
Hambright, and Thomas Scott, 
Efquires. 

This Board having maturely con- 
fidered the general tenor and courfe 
of the military command exercifed by, 
Major-general Arnold, in this city, 
and flate ; and divers tranfac*tion*. 
which have appeared to this Board, 
during.his command, do refolve, una- 
nimoufly, 

lft. That the fame hath been in 
many refpects oppreffive to the faith-; 
ful fubjecls of this State, unworthy of 
his rank and ftation, highly difcou- 
raging to thofe who have manifefted 
their attachment to the liberties and 
interefts of America, and difrefpect- 
ful to the fupreme executive autho- 
rity of this State. 

Wherefore refolved unanimoufly, 

2d, That nothing but the moft 
urgent and prefling neceflity can juf- 
tify or induce this Board to call forth' 
any waggons or militia, or othenvife. 
fubject the good people of this ftate„ 
to the power of the faid General Ar- 
nold within the State, ihould he re-: 
fume it upon his return. 

3d, Ordered, that thfe Attorney- 
general do profecute the faid General 
Arnold, for fuch illegal and oppref- 
five conduct as is cognizable in the 
courte of law. 

And 
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And that this Board may not be 

fappofed capable of paffing the above 
jefofare* apoti mere general grounds, 
stod moieefpeciallym the cafe of one 
who has formerly diftingaifaed him- 
Jelf in public fervice, they tbiak pro- 
per to declare that the confederation 
laft mentioned, has hitherto retrain- 
ed t&eA from taking proper notice 
of General Arnold, hoping that 
€very unworthy tran&ftion would be 
the laft» or that a becoming fenfe of 
fetch improprieties would efte& an al- 
teration tff conduft ; but finding that 
tendernefs has onjy led to infuK and 
farther oppreffi on, duty to the State, 
regard to the interefls and happinefs, 
ofthe good people thereof, who mod 
oe afetfted by "all abufes of power, 
oblige us thus to take notice thereof, 
and farther dfclare, that the faid re- 
JWtftt are founded upon the following, 
articles* in Which (hey have fulftcient 
jpoutids to efteem General Arnold 
aalpable : 

. I. That while in the camp of Ge- 
nital Washington at Va-tiey Forge f 
lail fpring, he gave permiflion to * 
*SfTet belonging to pmbna Aden »o- 
ldtftarily refSmg to this city with the 
dOemy, and of drfcffe&ed charadiar, 
to Come to a port of the United 
$&ltt, withent the knowledge of the 
authority of the State, or of the 
Commander in Chief, though then 
prefer*. 

II. In having ftiut op the irore? 
and ihops on his arr ivafl in the city, 
to as even to prevent officers of the 
army from purchasing, while he pri- 
vately made coniiderdbJe purchafefe 
fer hk own benefit, ae is alledged and 
believed. 

tlL In impofing menial offices- 
nporf-thefons of freemen of this State, 
when called forth by the defire Of 
Gowgiefc to perform militia duty, 
aniHvhen remonstrated hereupon, juf 
tifying himfelf in writing upon the 
ground of having power fo to do, for 
that, " when a citizenvaffu fired the- 



charader of a fiMer, the former wat 
entirely loft in the latter, and that if 
was the duty of the militia to obey 
every order of hi« aid* (not a branch 
of the law and the coniHttttwn) as 
his (the General's) without judging of 
the propriety of them," 

IV. Far that when a prise was 
brought into this port by the Con- 
vention brig of this State, whereupon 
a difpnte atofo refpe&ing die captatfc, 
which nrould- otherwise, in great pro- 
bability, have been amicably adjufted 
by an illegal and onwortby parcaaA 
ofthe fuit, at a low and inadequate 
price, as he has been ponlicly charged 
byarepmabiecitiaen, to which may 
in fonre degree be a&ribed the delay 
of juiliee in the Courts of appeals, 
and <die difpntea in which the State 
may probably be involved with Con* 
greis -hereupon. 

V. The appropriating the wag- 
gonj of this State when called forth 
upon afpedalemergoncy laft automn, 
to the tranapovution or 'private pro- 
perty, andciatof perfORs^ho Wan- 
tarily remained with the enemy \$A 
winter, and were deemed dHafeded 
to the kitorelb «ad independence of 
America* ; 

VI. in that Congrefs by a refelve 
of the zrft of Auguft laft, having 
given to aha executive power* of 
eve*y State, an ektila&wt -poieer to 
recommend perfona defirous of -going 
W4chan^e«ienayV>Hne«, 4o»fthe o€- 
cer there commanding, Geneiwi Ar- 
nold, 4n order, as may roafonaory be 
inferred, to elude the faid *efoWe, 
wvote a letter* m appeal* by eonftpa- 
rifon of hands, andthe declaration: of 
the intended bearer, recommendatory 
for the above purpofe, and oaoird 
his Aid^dc-Camp, Major Cktfttoa, 
to fign the feme ; but die faid device 
not taking effect, through the vigi- 
lance *of 'the officer at R&aabeth- 
town, General Arnold) witfcoot dif* 
c&fttg any of the abova oirovav 
Aanees, applied to Canned -for 4hetr 

per- 
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petmiiiofw which was inftanily re- 
futed ; the coane&ons, chara&er, 
and fiuation of the pasty being well 
k»ovm, and itemed utterly improper 
to be indulged with fuch permiffion ; 
thereby violating the refolve of Con- 
grefc, and ufurping the authority of 
this Board. 

VTL The Board having, upon the 
complaint of feveral inhabitants of 
Choibrj county, through the. law 
Waggon-raa&er-generaU cequeftedof 
the fsud General Arnold to Hate the 
tranfa&ion refpedfcing the waggons, 
in order that ihey might iatisry the 
complaints, or explain the fame with- 
out farther trouble, received in re- 
tarn, an indecent and difrefpeclful se- 
fuial of any fetUfaftion whktfbever. 

VUL The difcouragenaent and neg- 
le& manifefted by General Arnold 
during his command, to civil, mili- 
tary-, and other characters, who have 
adhered to the caufe of their country 
^-with an entire different conduct 
towards those of another chara&sr, 
are too notorious to need proof or 
illoftration ; and if this command 
has been, as i& generally believed, 
fapporred at an expence of four or 
five tfcpufand pounds per annum, 
to the United States, we freely de- 
clare we fhalt very unwillingly pay any 
Aire of expences thus incurred* 

On «onfiieration, Ordered, That 
as the waggon* (eat by General Ar- 
nold to Egg Harbour, were drawn 
forth under the law of the State, and 
the waggoners not being able to pro- 
cure payment, either from the Quar- 
ter-mafter's department, or from Ge- 
neral Arnold, who is departed from 
this city, while the complaint agaioft 
hka was depending, and they being 
in great necemty, this Board ought 
to relieve them fo far as to advance 
fear hundred and fifty pounds, until 
they caa procure farther rednefs. And 
that jeffe Jordan, the WaggonHmaf- 
ter, glwea fjweial receipt to be ac* 
counuWe thereto*. 

Extxaiblvoir^ fl(ie~Miaates, - 
* .*. T. Matlack, Sec, 



Camf > Rariftn, February 9; l?^J4 
To the Public. 

Confcious of having fcrved my 
country faithfully for near four years, 
without once having my public con- 
duct impeached, I little expected ac 
this time to be charged with crimes 
of which I believe few who know 
would have fufpe&ed me. I &ed* 
fuice I left Philadelphia, that the. 
President and Council of the State 
have preferred to Congsefs eight 
charges againft me, for m al -admin i- 
ftration while commanding in the 
Sute ; and that, not content in ea^ 
deavouring in a cruel and unprece- 
dented manner to injure me wirJk 
Congrefs, they have- ordered copies, 
of the charges to be printed and dif-r 
perfed through the feveral States, for 
the purpofe of prejudicing the minds 
of tie public againft me, while the 
matter is in fufpenfe. Their con- 
dud appears the more cruel a*4 
malicious in making the charges 
after f had left the city, as my in- 
tention of leaving it was publicly 
known for four weeks before. 

I beg leave to inform the public, 
that 1 have requefted Congrefs* t» 
direct a Court-martial to inquire in-, 
to my conduct, and trull my coun- 
trymen will do me the jutffce to fttf- 
pead their opinions iu the 'matter' 
until I have an opportunity of being 
heard, and condemned or acquitted. 
I hope the iflue will Ihcw that, in- 
ftead of my being guilty of the abuses 
of power with which I am accused* 
the prefect attack upon me is as grftfo 
a proftitution of power as ever dif- 
graced a weak and wicked Admufci- 
ftration ; and manrfefts ^ fpixit of 
perfecutioa againft a man, {who baa 
endeavoured to deferve well of tdki* 
country) which would difcredtt the 
private refentments of an ^dividual, 
and which ought to render any pub- 
lic body, who could be influenced 
by it, contemptible . 

Binedict Arnold. 
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Sj his Excellency Sir HfiNRY Clin- 
ton, K* B, General and Com- 
mander in Chief of all his Ma- 
jefty y s forces, within the Colonies 
laying on the Atlantic Ocean, from 
Nova Scotia to Weft -F lor ida % /«- 
clufive 9 &fr. &fr. &c. 
PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas there are feveral deferters 
from his Majefty's troops, under my 
command, who are known to be 
ferving with the enemy, and who 
from a juft reflection upon the infamy 
of bearing arms againfl their Sove- 
reign and their country, would re- 
turn to their duty, did not the fear 
of puniihment deter them : I do 
hereby proclaim a free pardon to 
every deferter, of whatfoever rank 
or denomination, who {hall volun- 
tarily furrender hirafelf to any of his 
Majefty's troops before the firft day 
of May next. 

Given under my hand, at head- 
quarters, in New- York, the 23d day 
of February, 1779. 

H, Clinton. 
By his Excellency's Command. 

John Smith, Sec. 



Savannah, (Georgia) Dec. 3. 
Camp at Midway, Nov* 20, 1778. 
Sir, 

General Screven and Mr. Strother 
having been miffing fince the fltirmifh 
with your troops, I have fent Major 
Haberfham to know whether they 
had fallen, or are prifoners in your 
hands ; and in the former cafe to 
requeft that their corpfes may be per^ 
mined to be brought in for interment. 

I cannot avoid on the prefent oc- 
casion, to complain of the equally 
ruinous and disgraceful warfare car- 
ried on by the troops under your 
command ; while your King affects 
to wiih a pacification with America, 
his officers are heightening the re- 
fentment of the people by the molt 
contrary in good offices. 

What advantages or consolations 
do you derive from cruel burnings I 



Are not the effects of war fuffidenrfy 
calamitous for the community, <hat 
you fhould transfer them to indivi- 
duals, and in a manner too without 
difcrimination ? 

Britons did not ufe to do fo ; it is 
their practice only in thefe latter 
days. Having fought in their fervice, 
I feel a right to remonftrate againlt 
it, and which I the more earneftly 
do, that it may prevent the horrors 
of retaliation. I am, Sir, 

J. JVhite, C. C. 
Lieut, col. J. Prevof, 
Commander of the King's troops^ 
St. John's parijb, Nov. 22, 1778. 
Sir, . . 

I had the, honour of your's, relative 
to Brigadier-general Screven, and Mr. 
Strother. The former, I am happy 
to inform you, is likely to do well 
(from the report of the Surgeons) : 
the other, I believe, is dead. I ihall 
give directions for his burial. 
. When you come to confider that 
many of the troops under my com- 
mand are irregulars, and many of 
them have refentments, to account 
for many adts which I heartily abhor, 
and that the calamities of war you 
complain of have been (by people 
under your immediate command) 
given us a precedent at Pierfon's 
Ifland, the definition previous to 
that of every fettlement on . St. 
Mary's-river, the wanton deitru&ioo 
of every building and animal creature 
on the Ifland of Amelia, and the 
murder of Capt. Moore, and others, 
in cool blood, you will own, I hope* 
that if the retaliation has been fevere,. 
it might have been forefeen-and ex- 
pected, and though more cpftly, it 
will be lefs felt than that of the poor 
people who loft their All : at the fame 
time I pofttively difclaim any order, 
or even. approbation of fuch proceed- 
ings ; my heart bled for the fufferm, 
though authorized by the laws of 
war. I have forbidden in the ftricteft 
manner the burning of any houfes, 
and whenever any people have been 
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to 
King's Government*. I have left them 
in poifeffion of every thing belonging 
to them, and only required them to 
remain quietly and peaceably at their 
own houfes. Thehoitile appearance 
of the inhabitants, and your Gover- 
nor's indecent Proclamation when 
your laft attempt againft Eaft Florida 
was threatened, would jullify any 
thing, if I could reconcile it to my-t 
felf. At the fame time I muft declare 
to you, that whenever I ihall meet 
with oppofition from the planters and 
inhabitants, their property muft an- 
fwer for their imprudenceT The de* 
ftfuftion of provifions which I know 
to be a capital lofs to a planter, will 
at leaft atone for their raflinefs. 

I have to acquaint you, that I have 
accounts of a large number of Indians 
anxious to join me : the horrors at- 
tending their mode of carrying oil 
war have always (hocked me* and I 
could wtfti that I could be juitifiable 
in fending them back again, previous 
to" their entering the heart of the 
fettlements. Think not that I'am 
vain or mean to threaten, by demand- 
ing* tame fubmiffion of the province 
until, the fate of America is deter- 
mined : you will find that my hu- 
manity; and my wilh to lave Geor- 
gia, dictate my application to you* 

1 have the honour to be, with re- 
flect, Sir, your moft obedient humble 
fervant, 

J. Peevost, Lieutenant-colon*!, 

commanding the King's troops in 

Georgia, 

P. S. Brigadier-general SchreVen 
being defirous, I was glad to fend 
him when he could meet with pro- 
per afflftance, I am really unhappy 
to hear from him that one of the 
jrangers {hot him after he was alteidy 
difabled. Capt. Muttac, whom I 
jend with him, with eight men, has 
orders to deliver him iafe in your 
camp, and to return iramediattly. I 



flag was detained no longer than to 
give proper attendance to the Ge- 
neral.- 

I am, Sir, youf's, 

J. Pkevostv 
Copy of Brtgadier-general Prevost's 

PROCLAMATION. 

Notice is hereby given to all in- 
hafitanrt, planters, Sec, in the Sfate 
of Georgia, th at they are to remain 
at their dwelling places, and not to 
interfere in the defence of their pro- 
vince. AH perfons whatever, not 
belonging to the Continental troopar, 
who mall be found in arms, or in 
any hoftile a&, or abfent from their 
families, may e*pe& to have their 
houfes, their plantations, and their 
property destroyed ; inftead of which* 
remaining peaceably in theif houfes, 
antf delivering their anns and ammu- 
nition when required, and -behaving 
with propriety, in return for the 
lenity ftiewn them, they mall be 
perfectly fecure, and paid for what- 
ever ftiall be-wanted for the King;** 
fervico. 

Given under my hand at Head* 
quarters, 

(Signed) A. Pr*vost> 

Commander ofhisMajefty-'s troops 
in the Floridas. 
Poflfcript to CoL White's letters ttf 

Gw. Houston, dated Nov* 8, 

1778. 

** The within Proclamation ac- 
companied CoL Prevoft's anfwer to 
my letter, by an officer with a flag, 
who attended Major Haberfham on 
his return. ■ I gave a fhbrt, verbal 
anfwer by the officer, to this x pur- 
pofe, ** That as we totally agreed 
in political principles, and as a foU 
dier, I had nothing to do with the 
affairs of legiflation — therefore mould 
fubmit the matter to a deciuon ia 
the field." 

In the morning of the 35th of 
November, Colonel John fti'Intafti, 
commanding officer in Fort Morris,^* * 
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cetved the following from Lieutenant- 
colonel Fufcr, commanding a body 
of Britifh troops, who had the night 
before taken pofleflion of the upper 
end of the town of Sunbury. 



Sunbury; November 25, 1778, tight 
o'clock in the morning* 

Sir, 
You cannot be ignorant that four 
armies are in motion to reduce this 
province ; the one is always under 
the guns of your fort, and may be 
joined when I think proper by Colo- 
nel Prevoft, who is now at the Meet- 
ing-houfe. The refinance you can 
or- intend to make will only bring 
tleftru&ion upon this country. On 
the contrary, if you deliver me the 
fort which you command, lay down 
your arms, and remain neuter until 
the fate of America is determined, 
you {hall, as well as all the inhabi- 
tants of this parifh, remain in the 
peaceable pofleflion of your property. 
Your anfwer, which I expect in an 
hour's time, will determine the fate 
of this country, whether it is to be 
laid in afhes, or remain as above 
propofed. 

I am, Sir, your moft obedient, &c. 
L. V. Fuskr, Colonel 60th 

regiment, and commander 

of his Majefty's troops in 

Georgia, on his Majefty's 

fervice. 
.To Captain Thomas Morris, 
commander of the fort at Sunbury. 

*— On the outfide.— . 

P. S. Since this letter is clofed, 
fome of your people have been firing 
Scattering (hot about the town. I 
am to inform y£u, that if a flop is 
not put to fuch irregular proceedings, 
I fhail burn a houfe for every (hot 
fo fired. . 

This letter was brought into the .as he burnt a* houfe at one end of the 
fort by Major Lane, who foon re- town, we would apply a torch to the 
turned with the following anfwer, other, and let the flames meet by 
which he delivered to Colonel Fufcr. a mutual conflagration* 

Regulation 



Fort Morris, Nov. 25, 177s. 
Sir, 
We acknowledge we are not igno- 
rant that your army is in motion to 
endeavour to reduce this State; we 
believe it entirely chimerical that 
Colonel Prevoft is at the Meeting- 
houfe ; but mould it be fo, we are 
in no degree apprehenfive of danger 
from a junction of his army with 
your's. We have no property, com- 
pared with the object we contend for, 
that we value a rufh, and would ra- 
ther perifh in a vigorous defence than 
accept of your propofals. 

We, Sir, are fighting the battle 
of America', and therefore difdain to 
remain neuter till its fate is deter- 
mined. — As to furrendering the fort, 
receive this laconic reply— Comb 

AND TAKE IT. 

, Major Lane, whom I fend with this 

letter, is directed to fatisfy you with 

refpeft to the irregular loofe firing, 

mentioned on the back of your letter. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, . your moft obedient, &c. 

John M'Intosh. 

Lieutenant-colonel of the Conti- 
nental troops. 
Lieutenant colonel L. V. Fuser, cf 

his Britannic Majefy's troops in 

Georgia* 

About half paft eleven o'clock, 
A, M. Major Lane returned, after 
having fignified to Colonel Fufer, 
that the loofe firing complained of 
was intended to prevent the Britiih 
troops from plundering the town j 
and as to his threatening to burn a 
houfe for every fhot, the Major re- 
monftrated to Colonel Fufer, that 
fuch a proceeding would be rather 
favage and inhuman ; but if he was 
determined to do it—in order to 
convince them how little we were to 
be deterred by fuch threats, , as foon 
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Regulation concerning the Navigation neutral 

of neutral Ships in time of<war, 
Publijktd by order of the French King, 
July 26, 1778, 
(Tranjlated from the French.) 
The King, having caufed the an- 
cient regulations concerning the na- 
vigation of neutral fhips in time of 
war to be Jaid before him, has 
judged it proper to reHew the fame, 
and to add thereto whatever to him 
appeared neceflary for the preferva- 
tionof the rights of neutral powers, 
and the interefts of their fubjefls, 
without authorising any abufe that 
may be made of the neutral flag. 
In confequence whereof his Majefty 
kas ordered, and does hereby order as 
follows : 

Firft. His Majefty forbids alj pri- 
vateers to take and conduct into his 
kingdom any mips belonging to 
neutral powers, even though they 
{hould have failed from an enemy's 
port, or be bound thither; ualefs 
£jch mips fhali be carrying fuccours 
to places belonging to an enemy then 
blockaded, inverted, or befieged. 
In cafe the fhips of neutral ftates fhall 
be laden with contraband articles for 
the ufe of the enemy, fuch fhips may 
be flopped, and the faid articles 
Erased and connTcated ; tut the vef- 
fel and the remainder of the cargo, 
ihall be releafed, unlefs the faid con- 
traband articles compofe three fourths 
of the value of the cargo : in which 
cafe the fhips and cargo fhall be en- 
tirely confiscated. His Majefty, how- 
ever, referves the power of revoking 
the liberty given by this article, if 
the belligerent powers do not grant 
the fame within fix months from the 
day of the publication of this regu* 
lation. 

2. The matters of neutral mips 



property,' by containing a 
particular account thereof. As to 
charter-parties, and other pieces 
which fhall not be figned, it is his 
Majefty's pleafure that fuch fhall be 
confidered as null and of no effect. 
3. All veflels taken, of what na- 



ihall be obliged when at fea to prove 
their neutral property, by paflports, 
bills of lading, invoice, and other 
papers on board ; one of which at 
kail muft inconteftibly prove the 



tion foever, neutral or allied, upon 
its being proved, that papers have 
been thrown overboard from v fuch 
veflels, or otherwife fupprefTed or- 
deftroyed, fuch veflels and their car- 
goes fhall be declared good prizes, 
upon the fingle proof of their papers 
being thrown overboard, and without 
the neceffity of enquiring what thofe 
papers were, by whom they were 
thrown overboard, or whether there ^ 
remains on board authority fufHcient 
to prove, that the fhip and cargo 
belonged to friends or allies. 

4. A paflport, or clearance, can, 
ferve but for one voyage only; and 
it fhall be confidered as null, if it be 
proved, that the veflel was not, at 
the time of preparing for fuch voyage, 
in one of the ports of the Prince whd 
granted fuch paflport. 

5. No regard mail be paid to paff- 
ports of neutral powers, when thofe 
who fhall have obtained them fhall 
be found to have acted evafively, or 
when a paflport exprefles the name of 
a fhip different from that it bears in 
the other papers on board, unlefs 
due proofs of the change of name, 
and the identity of the fhip, are ex- 
prefTed in the faid papers, and that 
they have been infpefted by the pub- 
lic officers of the place from whence 
they came, and regiftered in the pre- 
fence of the principal public officer 
of the place. 

6. No regard fhall be paid to pafT- 
ports granted by neutral or allied 
powers, either to proprietors or m af- 



ters of mips, who are fubjects to his 
Majefly's enemies, unlefs they have 
been naturalized, or have moved 
their dwelling into the dominions of 
the faid powers, three months before 
Zz2 the 
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thejirft of September of the prefent have 
year ; nor (hall paflports be granted 
to fuck proprietors or matters of (hips, 
fubje&s of his Majefty's enemies, 
fhall, have obtained letters of natu- 
ralization, if after they have obtained 
them, they fhall return into the ftates 
at war with his Majefty, and conti- 
noe their trade there. 

7. No veflels built by an enemy, 
or having an enemy for its proprietor, 
can be reputed neutral or allied, un- 
lefs there are on board feme authen- 
tic papers pafled by fome public offi- 
cers, which may allure the date, and 
juftify the fale or ceffion of fuch vef- 
fels to the fubjefts of allied qt neutral 
powers, before the commencement 
of hoftilities ; and the fale of fuch 
property of the enemy to neutral or 
allied fubjects, mnft be duly regis- 
tered in the prefence of the principal 
officer of the place from whence fuch 
veflels depart, and figned by the pro- 
prietor or bearer of fuch powers. 
• 8. With refpeel to veflels built by 
am enemy, which fhall have been 
taken by his Majefty's ftiips, or thofe 
pf his allies or fubjefts, during the 
war, and which fhall afterwards be 
fold to the fubjects of allied or neu- 
tral ftates, fuch veffels fhall not be 
confidered as good prizes, if there 
lhall be found on board proper au- 
thorities, pafled by the public officers, 
proving both the taking of the fhip, 
and alio the fale of it afterwards to 
the fubje&s of the faid allied or neu- 
tral ftates, whether in France, or in 
the ports of any neutral power ; but 
in want of fuch proper vouchers, 
both fhip and cargo fhall be d«eme4 
good prize. 

9. Such foreign fhips fhall be 
deemed good prizes, on board which 
/hall be found a fupercargo, or other 
foperior officer, a fubjedfc of his 
Majefty's enemies ; as alfo fuch ftiips, 
whofe crews fhall be compofed of 
more than one third, fubjects to hb 
Majefty's enemies, 



board a proper lift 6( th# 
feamen, authenticated by the public 
officers of thofe neutral places from 
whence the veflels fhall have failed. 

jo. His Majefty, however, does not 
comprehend, in the difpofltion of the 
preceding article, fuch fhips, whofe 
captains or mailers fhall fairly prove, 
from authentic vouchers on board, 
that they were obliged to take fuch 
officers or feamen in the ports they 
touched at, in order to replace thofe 
of neutral countries who died on the 
voyage • 

11. It is his Majefty's pleafure, 
that, in no cafes, papers produced 
after the capture of any fhip, fhall 
have any credit given to them, or be 
productive of any advantage, either 
to the proprietors of the faid fhips, 
or of their cargoes : his Majefty being 
defirous that, on all occafions, no 
regard fhall be paid to any papers, 
but fuch as fhall be found on board. 

12. Ships belonging to neutral 
powers, coming from any port in 
France, and having on board no 
other commodities or mexchandifei 
than what they received in fuch port, 
and which fhall be furnifhed with a> 
paflport from the Admiral of France, 
lhall not be flopped by French pri T 
vateers, nor brought into any of the 
ports of France, under any pretence 
whatever. 

13. In cafe of any evafive conduft 
in the owners of French privateers 
refpefting the prefent regulation, 
fuch veflels as they have captured 
fhall be delivered up, and the faid 
privateers fhall be condemned to pay 
fuch damages and intereft as fhall be 
thought juft. 

14. His Majefty orders, that this 
prefent regulation fhall hold good 
with refpecTto fhips running a-ground 
on any of the coafts dependent on his 
pofTeffions. 

It is his lyf ajefty's further plea- 
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fure, that the difpofitions, under the 

or who fhall not titleof Declarations from the Ordnance 
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of Marin*, of the month ef Auguft, 
1 63 1 y fhall be executed according to 
their form and tenor, as far as they 
are not derogatory to the prefent re- 
gulation ; which fhall be read, pub- 
lifhed, and regiftered in our courts of 
Admiralty. His Majefty orders and 
commands the Duke de Penthievre, 
Admiral of France, 'ftrictly to attend 
%o the execution hereof. 

Given at Verfailles, the twenty- 
fixth day of July, one thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy-eight. 

Signed, LOUIS. 

Counterfigned, 

De Sartinx. 



) 



Order of the French King's 
Council of State, which is to take 
place on the 26th of January, 1779, 
and revokes, with refpect to the fub- 
iects of the United Provinces of the 
Low Countries, (the city of Amfter- 
dam excepted) all the advantages nuary, 



given, .by the firft article of the re- 
gulation of the 26th of July, 1778, 
to the navigation of neutral veflels: 
directs alfo, that all Holland veflels 
fhall provifionally execute the firft, 
fecond, third, fourth, and fifth ar- 
ticles of the regulation of the 2 1 ft of 
O&ober, 1744; fubjecting the faid 
yeflels to the payment of duties on 
freightage, and to the making a new 
entry, 

January 14, 1779. 
ftxtraft from the Regifters of tht ~ 
Council of State, 

The King having declared, by his 
regulation of the 26th of July laft, . 
concerning the navigation of neutral 
veflels, that he referved to himfelf 
the power of revoking the liberty 
granted by the firft article, in cafe 
the belligerent powers mould not 
grant the like within the fpace of fix 
months ; and his Majefty, judging it 
proper £o make known his intentions, 
relative to the veflels belonging to the 
fubjects of the Republic of the United 
Frovinces of the Low Countries, has 



in council ordered and declared a* 
follows : 

Article the 1 ft. 

The Republic of the United Pro- 
vinces not having obtained of the 
Cour; of London the liberty of 
navigation, equal to that which the 
King had conditionally promifed to 
their flag, and which their treaties 
with England ftiould fecure to them, 
his Majefty revokes, with refpect to 
the fubjects of the faid Republic, the 
advantages granted by the firft article* 
concerning the commerce and naviga- 
tion of neutral ihips;and in conse- 
quence declares it his pleafure, that 
the veflels of the faid Republic (hall 
provifionally execute the firft, fecond, 
third, fourth, and fifth articles of the 
regulation of the 21ft of October, 
1744, 

2. His Majefty further declares, 

that from the date of the 26th of Ja- 

I779> ttt€ veflels belonging 



to the fubjects of the faid Republic, 
fhall pay the duty on freightage, as 
is eftablifhed by the ordinances and 
regulations, and particularly by the 
declaration of the 24th of Novem- 
ber, 1750, and theorderof Council 
of the 16th of July, 1757; his 
Majefty reserving to himfelf the power 
of laying, when he pleafes, new du- 
ties on the commodities of the United 
Provinces, and the productions of 
their manufactures, 

3. His Majefty, however, confi- 
dering that the city of Amfterdam has 
made the moft patriotic exertions, to 
perfuade the Republic to procure, 
from the Court of London, the fe- 
curity of that unlimited liberty, 
which belongs to their flag, in con* 
fequence of h«r independence and 
integrity of commerce, which the 
rights of nations and treaties fecure 
to her ; and his Majefty, defirous of 
giving the faid city a linking exam- 
ple of his benevolence, has referved 
to the fhips freighted by the inhabi- 
tants of Amfterdam, the liberty pro* 
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mifed by the firft article of the regu- 
lation of the 26th of July laft, con- 
cerning the navigation of neutral 
^efiels, as well as the exemption of 
the duties of freightage; except fuck 
jveflels as are employed in the French 
ceafting trade^ which mall continue 
to be fubject to the order of Council 
of the 16th of July, 1757, Hie 
Majefty farther referves to the inha- 
bitants of the faid city, the advan- 
tages granted to their own commo,- 
ditics, and the productions of their 
manufactures, conformably to what 
« at prefent praclifed. 

4. To fecure to the veflels of Am- 
fterdam, exclufively, the enjoyment of 
the advantages granted in the pre- 
ceding article, his Majefty declares, 
that the captains of the foid veflels 
lhall be fupplied with a certificate 
from the Commiflary of the Marine 
eftablifhed at Amfterdam, and an 
attention of the magiftrates of the 
hid city, aflerting that/ the veffeh 
were actually freighted by the inha- 
bitants of that city, and that they 
went directly from their port for the 
place they were bound to. 

5. The .faid Captains mall be 
bound, on their return, to appear 
before the faid Commiflary of the 
IVIarine, and to give Sufficient proof, 
that he landed his cargo in no other 
port or harbour of the Republic than 
that of Amfterdam. His Majefty 
alfo enjoins the faid Commiflary, to 
refufe in future any new certificate to 
thofe, who fhall not be provided with 
good proof of their integrity, or who 
ihall be convicted of having landed 
their cargo in any other port or har- 
bour of the republic/ 

6. His Majefty efpecially com- 
mands his Ambafiador to the Repub- 
lic of the United Provinces of the 
Low Countries, ftrictly to attend to 
the due obfervance of this order. 

His Majefty orders and commands 
the Duke de Penthievre, Admiral of 
Prance, to fign the execution of the 
prefent order, which fhall be entered 
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on the regifters of the Admiralty, 
and from whence all the neceflary 
letters fhall be difpatched. 

Given in the King's Council of 
State, his Majefty being prefent, 
held a* Ver&ilies, Jan. 14, 1779. 
Signed, 

De Sartxne. 

The Duke de Penthievre, Admiral 
of France, Governor and Lieu- 
tenant-General for the King in his 
Province of Bretagne : 
We do order and command all the 
officers of Admiralty whatfoever to 
conform to, and regifter in each of 
their offices, the above order of the 
Ring's Council of State, t6 us ad- 
drefled. 

Given at Paris, die 29th of Ja- 
nuary, 1779. 

Signed, 
L. J. M. De Bourbon, 
Coanterfigned, by his meft Serene 
Highnefs. 
Signed, 

De Grandjjourgh, 



Copy of a Memorial prtfentid by Sip 
Joseph Vorke, to tbe States > Qe* 
ncral of tbe United Province/. 
i( High and Mighty Lords, 
" The King of Great Britain, 
from the friendship he has for your 
High Mightinefles, and taking into 
consideration the regard reciprocally 
between Sovereigns, has hitherto 
forbore interfering in the negocia- 
tion which has been carrying on re- 
lative to the protection to be given to 
the tranfportation of all forts of naval 
ftores during the war, which is actu- 
ally carrying on between your High 
Mightinefles and France, but the 
laft proceedings of the French Am- 
bafiador forbid his. keeping filence 
any longer, and his Majefty would 
think he wronged the ancient leagues 
between his crown and your High 
MightinefTes, if he did not inform 
them to what danger they will expofe 
themfelves, by liftening to propofals 
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which will oblige them to- infringe a vered to your Envoy, Count WeTdeVrt, 



neutrality which they have fo often 
declared they wifhed to fupport, and 
which at once attack their indepen- 
dence, fap the bafis of their govern- 
ment, and threaten nothing lefs than 
their difunion. 

** Your High Mightinefles are too 
well inftrucled not to feel that a fo- 
reign power, who takes upon itfelf 
the right of granting particular fa- 
vours to part of your government to 
the prejudice of the reft, can have no 
other view than to fow difcord, apd 
to break the ties which unite you; 
and that if other powers were to fol- 
low the Tame example, the Republic 
would be torn to pieces by an internal 
combuflion, and an univerfal anar- 
chy would fuceeed. 

" Thus far the intereft only of 
your High Mightinefles feems con- 
cerned ; but when we perceive that 
the end of all tBefe intrigues is ma- 
nifestly defigned to caufe the Repub- 
lic to quarrel with the King, and to 
bring on a war between your High 
Mightinefles and Great Britain, un- 
der the feducing pretence of a per- 
fect neutrality and the intereft of 
trade, the King can no longer remain 
an indifferent fpectator, but finds 
himfelf obliged to lay before your 
High Mightinefles the danger into 
which France wifhes to plunge you, 

** What right has France to dictate ^ 
to your High Mightinefles the ar- 
rangements you ought to make with 
England ? When and how has that 
Court obtained any fuch right ? The 
treaty which your High Mightinefles 
do, and which the King might re- 
claim, contains nothing of that kind ; 
it muft therefore be fought for in the 
ambitious views of that power, which 
b« made a league with die rebels of 
America, and now endeavours to 
bring other ftates into it wich them. 

** In October laft the King, in an 
amicable manner, communicated his 
fituation and fentiments to your High 
Mightinefles, by a memorial deli- 



by the late Lord Suffolk, in which 
he explained his views, and the ne- 
ceffity he was under to defend him- 
felf aeainft an enemy, who had at* 1 
tacked him by furprize in an unjuft 
manner; and although that enemy 
has gone fo far as to dictate to your 
High Mightinefles, what they were 
to do- during the prefent troubles, his 
Majefty, far from imitating any fuch 
arbitrary conduct, only propofed to 
your High Mightinefles to confer 
with his Ambaflkdor upon what was " 
moft proper to be done for the fecori- 
tv, &c. of the two countries. Your 
High Mightinefles, it is true, to my 
great regret, thought proper to de- 
cline this offer, and to infift upon the 
literal and ftrictobfervanceof a treaty 
which you yourfelves muft fee is in- 
compatible with the fecurity of Great 
Britain, and contrary to the fpirk 
and ftipulations of all the future trea- 
ties between the two nations. » 

'* What objeet can be more im- 
portant, more , indifpenfible, than 
that of depriving the enemy of any 
materials which may enable them to 
redouble their efforts during the war, 
and how can a protection of thofe 
materials be reconciled to the allian- 
ces fo often renewed between the two 
nations, or with the aflurances of 
friendfhip, which your High Mighti- 
nefles are continually profeffing to the 
King? To prevent future bad confe. 
quences, and to aflure the Republic 
of the unequivocal friendfhip his 
Majefty entertains for this Republic, 
the King has ordered me to aflure 
your High Mightinefles of the ar- 
dent defire he has to cultivate good 
harmony between the two nations, 
to renew the promifes he made to 
them to maintain the liberties of 
legal trade to their fubjeets, agreeable 
to the orders given to the King's fhips 
and privateers, notwithftanding the 
advantage that may refult from it to 
the enemy ; but his Majefty orders 
me to add, that he cannot depart 

from 
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from the neeeffity he is under of ex- 
cluding the tranfportation of naval 
ftores to the ports of France, and 
particularly timber, even if they are 
•icorted by men of war, 

" The example which France has 
fet of fa Touring fome members of 
the Republic to the detriment of 
others, fo direclly contrary to the 
union and independence of your High 
Mightineties, the King Ropes never 
to be obliged to follow, unlefs a con- 
defcenfion to the views of France 
obliges him to take that method of 
making amends to thofe members of 
the Republic who are hurt by the 
partiality of his enemies. His Ma* 
jelly always thought it derogatory 
from the dignity of fovereignty to 
fow difcord in any • neighbouring 
cftates. 

" The laft edia publifhed by the 
Court of France, which excepts the 
cities of Amsterdam and Haerlem 
from certain* duties impofed on the 
other members of the Republic, to 
punifh them for having made ufe of 
that fovereign right which belongs 
to them, ^cannot but fhew all Europe 
the motives which have engaged 
Jfrance to league with America? 

« c The King is always ready to do 
all in his power for the advantage 
and tranquility of the fubjefls of the 
Republic, provided it is not incom- 
patible with the interefts of his king- 
doms < 

" He flatters himfelf, that your 
High Mightineiles will, on this oc- 
cafion, confult your true interefts, 
without fuffering yourfelves to be in- 
timidated by foreign views, and that 
you will co-operate by that means to 
keep up the good intelligence between 
the two nations, and that his Majefty 
may never be obliged to take other 
xneafures towards the Republic, than 
thofe which friendship and good har- 
mony may dictate. 

(Signed) 
Joseph Yoaxi." 



To SiLas Deanf, tfq* 
After reading a few lines of your 
addrefi to the public, (Seepage 185.) 
I can truly fay, that concern got the 
better of curiofity, and I felt an un- 
willingnefs to go through h. Mr. 
Deane muft very well know, that as 
I have no intereft in, £o likewife am 
I no ftranger to his negociations and 
contracts in France ; his difference 
with his colleagues, the reafon of hid 
return to America, and the matters 
which have occurred fince. All thefc 
are to me familiar things; and while 
I can but be furprized at the conduct 
of Mr. Deane, I lament the unnecef- 
fery torture he has imprudently oc- 
caftoned. That difagreements will 
arife between individuals, even to 
the perplexity of a State, is nothing 
new, but that they ihould be outra- 
geoufly brought forward, by one; 
whofe ftation abroad mould have 
taught him a delicacy of manners, 
and even an excefs of prudence, is 
fomething ftrange. The mind of a 
living public is quickly alarmed and 
eafily tormented. It not only fuffers 
by the ftroke, but is frequently fretted 
by the cure, and ought therefore to 
be tenderly dealt with* and «v«r t» _ 
be ttifled <witb. It feels firft, and 
reafons afterwards. Its jealoufy keeps, 
vibrating between the accufed and 
the accufer, and on a failure of proof 
always fixes on the latter. Had Mr. 
Deane's addrefs produced no uneafi- 
nefs in the body he appeals to, it 
would have been a fign, not of tran- 
quility, but death ; and though it is 
painful to fee it unneceflarily tortured* 
it is pleafant to contemplate the liv- 
ing caufe. 

Mr. Deane is particularly circum- 
ftanced. He has advantages which 
feldom happen, and when they do 
happen, ought to be ufed with the 
niceft care and the ftricleft honouiy 
He has the opportunity of telling hi* 
own tale, and there is none to reply 
to him. Two of the gentlemen he,' 
fo freely cenfures, are three thoufand 
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miles offi and the other 'two; Jiefo. 
freely affronts are Members of Con-^ 

frefs, one of them likewife. Col. R. 
L Lee is abfent in Virginia, and 
iowever painful may be their feel-, 
ings, they muft attend the progreffive 
conduct of tjie houfe. No Member 
in Cpngrefs can individually take up 
the matter without being inconfiilent, 
and none of the public underftands 
it fufficiently. With thefe advan- 
tages Mr* Deane ought to be nicely 
and ftridlly the gentleman, in his - 
language, his affertions, his intima- 
tions and his facls. He prefents 
himfelf, as his own evidence, upon his 
honour, andfany mifreprefentatibn or 
disingenuous trifling in him will be 
iatal. > \ -■:.,' ■ 

Mr. IJeane begins bis addreft with, 
a general difplay of his fervices in 
France, and Ibong infinuaiions againft 
the Hon. Arthur and \yilliara tee; : 
he brings his complaints down tofhe 
time of figning the t»aty r and ftom^ 
thence :to the fourth of March, when 
he received the following order of 
Congrefs, which he Loftrts at large ; ; 
In Congrefs\ pecember 8, 1777. 
'" Whereas ir is of the greateft 
importance that Congrefs, fhould at 
this critical conjuncture be well in- 
formed of the ftate of affairs in Eu- 
rope. .And whereas Congrefs have 
refolved that the Honourable Silas 
Peane, Ef<K be recalled from the 
Court of France, and have ap- 
pointed another Commifliouer to 
fupply his place there.- Ordered, 
that the Committee for foreign* 
correfpondence, write to the Ho- 
nourable Silas Deane, and direft Jbia* 
to embrace the firft opportunity of 
returning to America, and upon, his 
arrival to repair with all pofftble dif- 
patch to Congrefs." 
, Mr. Deane then fays, ** and having 
placed my papers and yours in ftfety, 
I left Paris the 30th to embark for my 
native country, on board that' fleet 
which your, great and, 'generous ally 
feat out for your arMance* ih full con* 



fidenet thati ihould hot be detailed 
on thsbufineftiwasfentfor" 

I am obliged to tell Mr. Deane 
that this arrangement is fomewhat 
uncandid, for on the reading it, it 
creates an opinion and lifcewife car- 
ries an appearance that Mr. Deane 
was only fent (of; as the neceuary 
and proper perfon from whom Con- 
grefs migHt obtain a. hiftory of their. 
affairs; and learn tie characters of 
their foreign Agents, Commiffioners 
and Ambafladbrs, after. wEich .Mr. 
Deane was to return. Is Mr. Deane 
fo little mailer of address as not to 
know that cenfure may be politely 
conveytd by an apology ? For how- 
ever Mr. Deane may chufe' to repre- 
fent or mifreprefent the matter, the 
truth is, that his 'contracts and en- 
gagements in France, had to involved 
and emfearrafled Congrefs, that; they 
found ft neceuary and re/plved to 
recall him, xkizxh^ ordered'him borne, ' 
to give an account of his own con- 
duct* and likewife. to fave him from 
a train of difagreeable confequences, 
which muft have arisen to him had!. 
he continued in France. I would 
not be fuppofeft tp insinuate, that lie. 
might be thought unfafe but unfit. 
iThere Is. a certain and neceftary aflb- 
ciation of dignity between the perfon 
and the employment, which perhaps" 
did not appear when Mr. Deane was 
confidered the Amb'aflador. His ad- 
drefs to the public confirms the jutt-' 
nefs of this remark'. The fpirit and 
language of it differs exceedingly* 
from that cool penetrating judgment 
and refinement of manners and ex-' 
predion which fits, and is abfolutel/' 
neceffary in the Plenipotentiary. His 
cenfures are * coarfe and vehement, 
and when he freaks of himfelf, he 
begs, nay alrrioft weeps ' to be be- 
lieved. — It was the intricacy of Mr. * 
Deane' j onvtt offctal affairs, his mul- 
tiplied contracts^ France before the 
arrival of Dr. Franklin or any of the 
other Commimoners : his aiTuriilng 
authorities, and entering into en* 
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gagements, in "fhe*ir me et his Com* 
mercial Agency, -for which he Had 
neither communon nor raftrucrion, 
and the general unrettled ftate of his 
accounts that were-amongtheTeafons, 
that produced the motion for recall- 
ing and fuperfedmg him, — Why then 
does Mr. Deane endeavour to lead 
the attention of the public to a wrong 
objeft, and to bnry the real reafons 
under a tumult of new and perhaps 
unneceilary rofpicions f 

"Mr. Deane indie beginning of -his 
addrefs to the public fays, •* What I 
•write to yon, I would haxt faid to 
your Representatives ; their ears have • 
been jhut againfi me, by an attention 
to matters, which my refpeel for 
1 them induces me to believe were of 
mm imperUuue™ 

In this paragraph Mr* Deane's ex- 
enfe becomes his accufer, and his 
jufti£cation is his onence ; for if the 
greater importance of other matters 
is fuppofed and jjiven by himfelf as 
a reaion why he was not heard, it 
is likewUe a fufficient reafbn why he 
cought not to have complained that 
" their ears wire Jbut," and a good 
reafon why he ought to have waited 
a more convenient time, fiat beiides 
theanconfiftencyof this charge, there 
is fomething in it that will fritter by' 
an enquiry, and 1 am forry that Mr. 
Deane's imprudence has obliged me 
to mention a circumitance which af- 
fefts his honour as a gentleman, his 
reputation as a man. In order to be 
clearly underitood on this head, lam 
obliged td go back with Mr, .Deane 
to the time of his quitting France on 
account of his being recalled. " I 
left Paris, fays Mr. Deane, on the 
3^oth of March, 1777, to embark for 
my native country, having placed my 
papers and j ours injkfety, 'would any 
body have fuppofed that a gentle- 
man in the character oY a public. 
Commercial Agent,^ and afterwards' 
in xhat of a public Minifter, would 
return home after/feeing himfelf both 
recalled and fuperfeded, and not bring 
with hinrhb papers and vouchers, and 



wfcyhe has done 10 ninft apptarto every 
ontexceedinglytmacceuntablef After 
Mr. Deane's arrival, he had two a*- 
diencet with Congrefs in AugarVlaft, 
in neither of which did he offer the 
leaft charge agamft the gentlemen lie 
has fo loudly upbraided in his addreft 
to the public, neither has he yet ac- 
counted for his expenditure of public 
money, which as it might have beea 
done by a written ftate of accounts, 
might for that reafon have been done 
at any time, and was a part of the 
bufinefs which required no audience." 
; There is fomething curiouiry intri- 
cate and evafire in Mr Deane's lay- 
ing in Ms addrefs, thathe lert<Fraace 
** in full ctmjidcnu that he mould 
npt be detained on the bujmtfi be 
Hums fent far.** And the only end 
it can anfwer to him is to f urnim oujf 
a prefent excufe for not producing; 
his papers: Mr. Deane had no right, 
either from the literal or implied 
ftnfe of the rerolutfen itfelf to fbp- 
pWe that he mould return to 'France 
rh his former public character, <$r 
that he was "femfcrS' as he fiiles it; 
on *ny other peribnal bufinefs than 
that which related to liimfelf. Ntr, 
Deane muft be fehfible, if he will 
but candidly refteft, that as an Agent 
only, he greatly exceeded his lint, 
and embarraffed the Congrefs, the 
continent, the army and himfeif. 
1 Mr. Deane's addreft to the public 
is dated Nov.— 7, but without any 
day of the month, and here a new 
feene /of undented evafion opens, 
da the laft day of that month, viz. 
the *3pth, he addrtfled a fetter to 
Congrefs fignirying hh intentions of 
returning to France, and preffing to 
Have his afrairs brought to Tome cou- 
clrfron, which, I prefume, on ac- 
count of the , abfence of his papers- 
could not well be dome, therefore 
Mr. Deane's addrefi to the public 
muft be written before the 30th, and 
consequently before liis better to Con- 
grefs, which carries an appearance of 
its beingonlyafeint, in order to make 
a confufed diverfton in hh favour at 
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the time hia affairs JKaatki come 

under con Jideratkm. 

What favours this opinion i*, that 
on the nest day, that is, December 
1 ft, and partly, in^onfequence of Mr. 
Heine's letter .to them of the 30th, 
tfce* Congrefs- entered the following 
refoltujon : 

In Cangrefs, Dtceuhtr l, 1778. 
* ** Refblved, That after to-morrow 
Congrefs will meet two Jiours at lead 
each evening, beginningat fix o'clock, 
Saturday-eveninge excepted, until the 
prefen* ttate of their foreign affairs be 
fujly oonfideied/; 

: A* an enquiry into the ft^te of fo- 
reign affaits naturally and effectually 
included all and every part of Mr. 
Deane's, he was thereupon regularly 
notified by letter to attend ; and on 
\h& fourth he wrote again to Congrefs,, 
acquainting them with his having re- 
ceived that notification, andexpreffed 
his thank*; yet qn the day follow- 
ing, viz. the fifths he publifhed hi* 
extraordinary addrefs in the news- 
papers, which on account of its un- 
supported matter, the fury of its lan- 
guage and temper, and its inconfift- 
eqcy with other parts of his oonduct, 
is, incompatible with that character 
(which on account of the ffotion he 
had. been honoured with, and the 
fenfe that ihould have imprefTed him 
in confequence thereof,) he ought to 
have maintained. 

On the appearance of Mr, Deane's, 
addrefs, the public became jcaloufly 
uneafy, and well they might. They 
were unacquainted with the train of 
circumftances that preceded and at- 
tended it, and were naturally led to 
fuppofe, that Mr. Deane; on account 
of the nation he had filled, mud be 
too much a gentleman to deceive 
them. It was Mr. Deaae*s particular 
fortune to grow into confequence 
from accident. Sent to France as a 
Commercial Agent under the ap- 
pointment of a Committee, he aroie, 
as a matter of convenience, to the 
fiatios of a Commimoner of Con- 



grats ; and urtth what dignity he 
might fill, out that charade?, the 
public will judge from his conduct 
mice ; and perhaps be led to fubihv 
tute convenience as. aa excuie for the 
appointment. 

A delicacy of difficulties likewife 
arofe in Congrefs on the appearance 
of the faid addrefs ; for letting afide 
the matter, the irregular manner of 
it, as a proceeding, was a breach of 
decency ; and as Mr. Deane, after . 
being notified to attend, an- enquiry 
into foreign affairs, had circumflan- 
tially withdrawn from that mode, by 
appealing to the public, and at the 
fame time faid, " thtirtmr* wtrrjbut 
againft him" it was therefore given 
as a reafon by fome, that to take any 
notice of Mr. Deane in the interim 
would look like fuppreffing his public 
information,, if he had any to give, 
•ad confequently would imply dif- 
hoaour on the Houfe, and that as he 
had transferred his cafe to the pub- 
lic, before it bad been reje&ed by 
the Congrefs, he ought tlierefore to> 
be left with the public, till he had 
done with them and they with him ; 
and that whether his information was 
true or not, it was an infult on the 
people, becaufe it was making them 
the ladder, on which he infulted their 
leprefentatives* by an unjuft com- 
plaint- of ntglccV— Others who might 
anticipate the anxiety of the public, 
and apprehend difcontents would 
antfe from a* foppofed inattention, 
were for adopting meafures to prevent 
them* and of confequence inclined 
to a different line of eoadocl, and. 
thisdivihon of fentiment on what 
might be foppofed, the honour of the 
Houfe, occauoned the then FrtJ&nt* 
Henry Laurens, Efq, who adhered 
to the former opinion; to refign the 
chair; the majority on the fenti- 
xnents was a angle vote. In this 
place I fake the liberty of remarking, 
for the benefit of fucceeding genera- 
tions* that the Honourable President 
before-mentioned having filled that 

A a a. 2 ftatknv 



Digitized by 



Google 



(' 3*4 )• 



ftation for one year In O&ober laft, 
made hia refignatkm of the Presi- 
dency at the expiration of the year, 
left any example taken from his con- 
tinuance might Hereafter become in* 
convenient, I hare, an additional 
fatisfacTtion in mentioning thisufeful 
historical anecdote, becaufe it is done 
Wholly unknown to the gentleman to 
whom it relates, or to any other gen- 
' tleman in or out of Congrefs. He was 
replaced by a unanimous vote. But 
to return to my narration — 

In the Pennsylvania Packet of De- 
cember 8th, (fee p. ie/0,) Mr. Lee, 
brother to the gentleman fo rudely 
treated in Mr. Deane's publication, 
and the only one nowprefent, put in 
a (hort addrefs to the public, requeu- 
ing a fufpeniion of their judgment till 
the matter could be fully investigated 
' by thofe whofeUmmediate bufinefs it 
became ; meaning Congrefs. And 
Mr. Deane published another note, 
in which he informs, " that the Ho- 
€t nourabte Congrefs did, on Saturday 
* c morning the jth in flan t, affign 
** Monday evening to hear him.'* 
JJut does Mr. Deane conceal the refo- 
lution of Congrefs of December ift, 
in confequence of which he was no- 
tified to attend regularly an enquiry 
into the ftate of foreign affairs i By 
fo doing, he endeavours to lead the 
public into a belief that his being 
heard oa Monday was extorted purely 
in confequence of his addrefs of the 
cth, and that otherwiiehe mould not 
nave been heard at all. I prefume 
Congrefs are anxious to hear him, 
and to have his accounts arranged 
and fettled ; and if this fhould be 
the cafe, why did Mr. Deane leave 
his papers in France and now com- 
plain that his affairs are not conclud- 
ed ? In the fame note Mr. Deane 
likewife fays, '" that Congrefs did 
on that evening, Monday, refolve, 
That Mr. Deane do report in writ- 
ing, as foon as may be, his agency 
of their affairs in Europe, together 
with any intelligence refpe&ing 
their foreign affairs which he may 



jtfdge proper." But why does Mr. 
Deane omit giving the remainingpart 
of the refoludon, which fays, "That 
Mr. Deane be informed, that if he* 1 
has any thing to communicate to 

* Congrefs in the interim of imnudi- 
aU importance, that he^ fhould be 

: heard to-morrow evening V* I can i 
fee no propriety in Omitting this part, 
unlefs Mr. Deane concluded that by 
publifhing it he might put a quick 
expiration to his credit/ by his not ' 
being able to give the wondrous in-. 
formation he had threatened in his 
addrefs. In the cbnclfelion of this- 
note, Mr. Deane likewife fays, ** I 

* therefore conceive that I cannot, : 
with propriety, continue my nar- 
rative at preftnt. In the mean 
time, I fubmit it to the good fenfe 
of the public, whether 1 ought to* 
take any notice of a publication 
figned Francis Lightfoot Lee, op T 
pofed to fiubborn and undeniable 

faBs." * 

Thus far I have compared Mr. 
Deane with himfelf, and whether he 
has been candid or uncandid, con- 
flftent or inconfiftent, I leave to the 
judgment of thofe who read it. Mr, 
Deane cannot have the leaft right to 
think that I am moved by any party 
difference or perfonal antipathy/ He 
is a gentleman with whom I never 
had a fyllable of difpute, nor with 
any < ther perfon upon his account. 

* Who are his friends, his connections, 
or his foes, is wholly indifferent to 
me, and what I have written- will 
be a fecret to every body till; it comes 
from the prefs. The convulfion 
which the public were thrown into 
by his addrefs/will, I hope, juftify 
my taking up a matter in which I • 
fhould otherwife have been perfectly . 
filent ; ancl whatever may be its fate, 
my intention is a good one ; befides 
which there was no other perfon who 
knew the affair fufficiently, or know- 
ing it, could cbnfiftently do it, and 
yet it Was neceffary to be done. 

I mall now take a fhort. review of 

what Mr. Deane calls " ftubborn and 
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undeniable fafits" Mr. Deane mud 
be exceedingly unconverfant both 
with terms and ideas, not to diftin- 
gtiifli between even a wandering pro- 
bability and a fact ; and between a 
forced implication and a proof ; for 
admitting every circumftance of in- 
formation in Mr. Deane's addrefs to 
bfc true, they are flill but circum- 
irances, and his deductions from them 
are hypothetical and inconclusive, 

Mr. Deane has involved a gentle- 
man in- his unlimited cenfure, whofe 
fidelity and perfonal qualities I have 
been well acquainted with for three 
years paft, and in refpect to an ab- 
fwjt injured friend, Col. Richard 
Henry Lee, I will venture to tell Mr. 
Deane, that in any ftileof character 
in which a gentleman may be fpoken 
of, Mr* Deane would fufter by a 
cam pari fos. He has one defect 
which-perhap* Mr. Deane is acquaint- 
ed with, the misfortune of having 
but one hand. 

The charges IJkewife which he ad- 
vances -againil the Hon. Arthur and 
WHlinn Lee, are, to me, circum- 
ftantial evidences of Mr. Deane's un- 
fitnefs for a public character; for itis 
the buiinefs of a foreign minifter to 
J earn other men's fecrets, and keep 
their own. Mr. Deane has given a 
ftort hiftory of Mr. Arthur Lee and 
Dr. Berkehhout in France, and he 
his brought the laft mentioned perfun 
again on the ftage in\ America. 
There is fomething in this fo exceed- 
ingly weak, that I am furprifed that 
arty one who would be thought a 
man of fenfe, mould rifk his reputa- 
tion upon fuch a frivolous tale ; for 
the event of the ftory, if any can be 
produced from it, is greatly agaiail 
himfelf. 

He fays, that a correfpondence took 
place in France between ]}r. Berken- 
hout and Mr. Lee ; that Mr. Lee 
ihewed part of the cprrefpondence- to 
Dr. Franklin and himfelf, and that 
in order to give the greater weight to 
Dr. Berkenhout's remarks, he gave 
them to underftand, that Dr. Berken- * 
hout was in the fecrets of the Brltifh 



Miniftry. What Mr. Deane has re* 
lated this for, or what he means to 
infer from it, I cannot underftand ; 
for the political inference ought to 
be, that if Mr. Lee really thought that 
Dr. Berkenhout was in the fecrets of 
of the Britiih Miniftry, he was there- 
fore the very peifon with whom Mr. 
Lee ought, as an Ambaffador, to 
cultivate a correfpondence, and intro- 
duce to his coHeagues, in order to 
difcover what thofe fecrets were, that 
they might be tranfmitted to America ; 
and if Mr. Deane acted otherwife, he ' 
onwifely miftook his own character. 
However, this I can aflure Mr. 
Deane, upon my own knowledge, 
that more and better information has 
come from Mr. Lee than ever came 
from himfelf ; and how, o^ where he * 
got it, is not a fubject fit for public 
enquiry, unlefs Mr. Deane means to : 
put a flop to all future informations. 
I Hkewife tell Mr. Deane, that Mr. 
Lee was particularly commiflioned 
by a certain body, and that under 
every facred promife of inviolable 
fecrefy, to make difc'overies in Eng- ' 
land, and tranfmit them. Surely 
Mr. Deane mud have left his dif- ■ 
cretion with his papers, or he would 
fee the imprudence of his prefent * 
conduct. 

In the courfe of Mr. Deane's nar- 
rative he mentions Dr. Berkenhout 
again. " In September laft, (fays 
he) I was informed that the Doctor 
Berkenhout, who I have before men- 
tioned, was in gaol in this city, I 
confefs I was furprifed, confidenng 
what I have already related, that this 
man fhould have the audacity to ap- 
pear in the capital of America.* 
But why did not Mr. Deane confront 
Dr. Berkenhout while he was here? 
Why did he not give information to 
Congrefs, or to the Council before 
whom he was examined, and by 
whom he was difcharged and ftnt 
back for want of evidence againft 
him ? Mr. Deane was the only per* 
fon that knew any thing of him, 
and it looks very unfavourable in him 
that he was iilent when he Ihould . 
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have fpoke, if he had any thing to 
fry ; and now he is gone, has a great 
deal to tell y and that about a no- 
thing. " I immediately (fays Mr. 
peane) fate myfelf about the meafures 
which 1 conceived neceflary to /«- 
' nieftigate bis plans and defigns" This . 
is indeed a trifling excufe, for it 
wanted no great deal of Jet ti tig about 9 
the whole fecret as well as the means 
being with himfelf, and half an 
hourTs information might have been 
fufficient. What Mr. Deane means 
by- '* in<vefti gating his plans and de- 
J$Z**%* 1 cannot underftand, unlefs. 
he intended to have had the Doctor's 
nativity cail by a conjurer. Vet this 
trifling round-about ftory is one of 
Mr. Deane* s " ftubborn and unde- 
niable fafts." However, it is thus 
far a faft, that Mr. Deane kept it a 
ferret till the man was gone. 

He likewife entertains us with a 
hiftpry of what pafTed at New* York 
between Doctor Berkenhout and. Go- 
vernor, Johnftone ; but as he mull 
naturally think that his readers muft 
wonder how he came by fuch know. 
ledge, he prudently fupplies the de- 
feft by fpymg '* that Providence, in 
whom we put our truft, unfolded 
it u me" revfaledit, Ifufpofe, A& 
to what Dr. Berkenhout was, or 
what he came fpr, is a matter of very 
little confequence to us. He ap- 
peared to be a man of a good moral 
cnara&er, of a ftudious turnof mind, 
and genteel behaviour, and whether 
he had whimfically employed hirnfelf, 
or was employed on a feolifh errand 
by others, is a bufinefc not worth 
our enquiring after ; he got nothing 
here, and to fend him back was both 
neceilary and civil. He introduced 
hknfeif to General Majpvell at Eli- 
aabeth-town, as knowing of Mr. 
Arthur Lee ; the General wrote a 
letter of information to Col. R. H. 
Lee, who prefented the fame to Con- 
grefs. But it does not appear that 
Mr. Deane moved in the matter till 
aconfcderable time after the Doctor 
was fent off, and then JVlr. Deane 
pat a feries. of queries in the newf- 



paper to know why he was let go. t 
little thought at, that time that the 
queries were Mr. Deane's, a* they 
really appeared to me to be the pro* ' 
duce of tome littler mind. 

Mr. Deane likewife tells us, that 
Mr. A. Lee was fufpefted by fome 
of our bell friends becaufe of his ac- 
quaintance with Lord Shelburne ; 
and periups ibmeJMr* Deane in Eng- 
land will find out that Lord Shel- 
burne ought to be fufpe&ed becaufe 
of his acquaintance with Mr. Lee. 
Mr. Deane appears to me neither to 
underhand characters nor bufineis, or* 
he would not mention Lord Shel- 
burne on fuch an occauon, whole ' 
uniform and determined opposition- to 
the Miniflry appears to be known to 
every body but Mr. Deane. Mr. 
Deane has given us a quotation from 
a letter which he never faw» and had 
it likewife from a Gentleman in 
France, who had never feen it, but 
who had heard it from a correfpon- 
dent in England to whom it was not 
fent, which correfpondent has fcen 
the perfon to whom it was fent ; 
and this traditionary ftory is another 
of Mr. Deane's ftubborn and umdt- 
niablefaHs* But even fuppeiing the 
quotation to be true, the only infe- 
rence from it is naturally this, «• That 
tkefooner England makes peatt imtb 
America, the bitter it will be far ber" 
Had the intimation been given be- 
fore the treaty with France was figned, 
it might have been juftly confuted ; 
but being given after, it can have 
but cne meaning, and that a clear 
one. He likewise fays, that Mr. 
Fox " declared pointedly in the 
Houfe of Commons," that the treaty 
between France and, America was 
figned, and as Mr. Fox knows 
Lord Shelburne, and Lord Shelburme 
Mr, Lee, therefore Mr. Deaue in- 
fers,. " as a* ftubborn and undeniable 
facV' that Mr. Lee muft tell it. 
Does Mr. Deane know that nothing 
can be long* a fecret in a court, espe- 
cially where the countries are but 
twenty miles apart, and that Mr. 
Fat, from his ingratiating, manners, 

is 
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is almoft nniverfally known in France. 
Mr. Doane likewise fuppofes that 
William Lee, Eiquire, continues aft 
Alderman of Lotfdon, and either 
himfelf or feme other gentleman 
lince, under the ftgnature of Qbse*- 
vator, fays that " he has con/tilted* 
on this point j the Royal Kalendar or 
Annual Regifter," and finds it true. 
— To ermfult a Kalendar to find out 
& name mart be a learned confulta* 
/ tion indeed ! An Akierman of Lon- 
don is neither a place at Court nor 
a place of profit, and if the City 
chufa not to expel him, it is a proof 
they are wry goed Whigs ; anci this 
is the only proved feci in Mr. Deane's 
addrafs. Bat there is, through the 
whole of it, a barbarous, unmanly, 
and «nfapported attack on abfent 
dharatters, which are, perhaps, far 
fuperier tolyfcown; an eagernefs to 
create fafpicion, wherever he can 
eatch an opportunity ; an over-ftrained 
4efire to be believed; and an afrc&ed 
air of giving importance to trifles. 
He aecufcs Mr. Lee of incivility to 
the French nation. Mr. Lee, if I 
can judge byiih writing, is too much 
both of a feholtr and a gentleman to 
deferve fuch a cenfure. He might 
with great juftice complain againit 
Mfr. -Dearie's eontra&s with indivi- 
duals; for we are fattY fenfibfe, that 
the gentlemen which have come from 
France {nee the arrival of Dr. Frank- 
lin and Mr. Lee in that country, are 
ef a different rank to the generality 
of tholt whh whom Mr. Deane con- : 
trailed when alone : and this obferva- 
tion w*H, I believe, explain that charge 
no ways to Mr. Deane's honour* 

Upon the whole, I cannot help 
coniidering this -publication as one of 
the tnoft irrational performances I 
ever met with. He feems m it to 
pay -no regard to individual fatfety, 
nor cares who he may involve in the 
corrfequ<taoes of his quarrel. He 
mentions names without reftratnt, and* 
flops at 4»-dHtovery of ^erfons.* A 
public tnan, in Mf.*E>eane ? $ former 
character, ought to be as filent as the 
grare u , for who would truH a perfon 



with a feteret who meweifoch aiaTent 
for revealing? Under the pretence xtf 
doing good, lie is doing inilchief; ami 
in a turnult of his own creating, %Ut 
expofe and diftrefs himfelf. 

Mr.Deane'* addrefs was calculated 
to catch feveral forts of people: the 
rafh, becaufe they are fond of fiwy 
things; the curious, becaufe they 
are fond of curiofuies ; the wcaJo, 
becaufe they eafily believe ; -thegood* 
becaufe they are unfufpicious; the 
Tory, becaufe it comfort* hisdifcoa^ 
tent ; the high Whig, becaufe he ia 
jealous of his rights ; and the me* 
of national refinement, -becaufe it 
obfeurely hints at national difhonoMr; 
The clamour, it is true, has been a 
popular ohe, and fo far as it is thfc 
iign of a living principle, -it is plea* 
fant to fee it ; but when onee under*, 
ftood, k will arodunt to nothing, and 
with the rapidity that it rofe, >it will 
defeerid. Common Semss, 

Philadelphia, Dec. 24, 1778. 

.Philadelphia. -February 10. -l$7b« 

Laft Saturday, being die anniver- 
fary of forming the alliance between 
France and the United States, th* 
Hon. the Congrefs gave a -public 
entertainment to his Excellency th* 
Minifter Plenipotentiary of his Mod 
Chriftian Majefty, at which the fol- 
lowing toafts were drank, angler a dis- 
charge of cannon : 

1. May the alliance between France 
and the United States be perpetual. 
*. The-United States. 3. Hrs Moft 
Chriftian Majefty. 4. The Queen 
of France. 5. His 'Moft Catholic 
Majefty. 6. The Princes of the 
Houfe of Bourbon. 7. Suceefs to 
the allied arms. 8. General Washing- 
ton and the army. 9. The Friends 
of Liberty in every part- of the world. 
10. May theTJew ConfteUation ttfk 
to the Zenith. 1 1. May the Ame- 
rican- Stripes bring Great Britain ta 
reafon. 12. The memory of the pa- 
triots who have nobly fallen in defence 
of the liberty and independence of 
America/ 13; .A fefe and koakmr- 
able peace. 

The 
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The chearfulnefi which ex^ftcd In 
the com paji y\ -upon the happy acca- 
fion of their being atfunbled, was not 
to be exceeded ; and a ihouiand bril- 
liances all tiding to the alliance were 
ottered. There can be no doubt bur 
that imy true American* and every 
true French roan, wiiJ contribute hi* 
efforts to prefene that connexion 
which ii formed by the ;iiJuncc\ and 
which is ib ucccilhry to the happinefs 
and aggramitiVihciH of bet ii nations. 
Their mutual inu-n-fts dj&aic fuch a 
conduit in the it conceit and moil af- 
fectionate terms. The principles of 
the alliance are founded tn true poli- 
cy, and cqualju i\\ cc; and itis highly 
probable that mankind will have caule 
to rejoice in thb union , which has 
taken place between two nations; tie 
one the niotf puiRant in the old, and 
the other the mall powerful in the 
new world 

PbilAddfhia t March 4* 1 779* 
ExtreJioJu later /rem Qtn, Wash- 
JKCTON So Ccrrgre/s w dated head 
quarters, Middle Btmlt,. Fehua*y 
-6, 1770. 

" Yefierday morning a detachment 
of the enemy from Staten lihnd made 
an attempt to fuqirize the pott at Eli- 
zabeth* town. On receiving informa- 
tion of it, General St. Clair, with 
the Pennsylvania diviiion, and Ge- 
neral §maHwood, with the Maryland 
divinon were put in motion by dif* 
ferent routes to form a jun&ion at the 
Scotch Plains, and proceed to rein* 
force General Maxwell, and aft as 
circumilances ftiould require. Intel- 
ligence of the fudden retreat of the 
enemy occasioned their recall before 
they had advanced far. The inclofed 
copy of a letter from Gen. Maxwell, 
will furniih all the particulars I have 
received of this fruitlefs incurfion :" 
Ex trad t/ a letter /rem Brigadier 
Central Maxwell to General 
K Washington, dated Elizabeth - 
. town, February 25, 1779- 
Sir, 
" The enemy attempted a furprize 
th^s morning. They difembarked a- 



bout three o'clock, at which time 
Col. Ogden, officer of, the day, obt 
tained information, and ^conveyed it 
to me. Thejr la*di*g was made-pa 
our left, ask appeared , the jaoft un- 
f ufpeded part, being a very difficult 
marro. , , 

- ■• Not knowing their deilgo er 
numbers, after auembiing the troops, 
I marched them to the rear of the 
town, that they might not turn for 
left flank or gain pur rear. When 
day-light enfued, we, piffled uponjfce 
enemy, who were then retiring to 
their boats ; in the jmrfuit a few of 
them were kttled, e#d feme others 
fell into our hands. . -j ;- 
. " During our abfcncc from the 
town, they collected a number of 
cattle and horfes, which, upoa our 
advancing, immediate^ fell »nte*£pr 
hands. They retttraed.by the^fcfcw 
difficult and almoft inadSegibfc ejajft, 
of fait meadow- • Colonels Djr*y$m, 
Ogden, and Barbery with felecVjfcMl 
di Ferent detachments, purine^ t^em, 
bat the quicknefs of tl*ir, embarka- 
tion, added to the difficulty $£ gte* 
marfh, prevented any other fige*^* 
than capturing one of their b©4ta wplh 
the hands. r , ^ , 

!I Our lofs, I think, doe* not *r 
mount to more than three or four men; 
Major Ogden, who urft reconnoitred 
the enemy, received a fudden wqpftd 
with a bayonet, but it is hoped jaot 
dangerous. #1 „ -. - 

*• The militia aiTcrobled 09 jfhj* 
occafion with the utmoft alacrity; and 
Colonel Shrieve, from Newark, hav- 
ing early taken alarm, marched im- 
mediately to our fupport. . t 

" The enemy's defign and expec- 
tation by this movement wav urn-* 
doubtedly a complete furprize; in 
which I am happy to acquaint your 
Excellency they were as completely 
disappointed. ..;.',- 

" Your Excellency may expe& a, 
more particular account in say next* 
Fublijhtd by order rfCe^gre/^ 
Charles Thomson, Sec;/* 
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Par the &ememprancer. 

When Mr, Silas Deane'sJetterap- . 
beared, (fee page iSc) notwithstand- 
ing the facls there aflerted, and the 
refpeclability of the character, who 
openly laid tl)em before the public, 
I, was willing to fufpend my judg- . 
jnent— I expected that fomeofMr* 
Lee's friends, or connexions, would \ m 
at lea ft have attempted to difprove 
* fuch of the fatts aljedged in the ad- 
drefs, as from their acquaintance 
with public tran'fac"lioo,s, and threjir 
intimate correfpondence with Meflfes. 
' Arthur and Wijjiam Lee* they, mull 
necefTarily have ;t in- their power to . 
fatisfy the public mind on it without 
any delay. ( ; 

The facls I allude to are thefe-^- 
Whethef Mr. Arthur Lee is, or is 
not, Commiffioner both to the Courts 
of Verfailles and of Madrid ? 

Whether he . was not an intimate 
acquaintance of Dr. Berkenhout, .cor- 
responded with him on fubjects of a 
i political natur, eduring Mr. Lee's re- 
fc fidence at Paris, and gave him let- 
ters of introduction to his brother the 
Honourable R. H. Lee ? 

Whether Mr. William Lee is, or 
is not, Commiflloner to the Courts 
of Vienna and Berlin, and Com- 
mercial Agent for the Congrefs in 
Europe? 

Whether this gentleman did not, 
fince kis appointment to offices of 
public truit under the United States, 
hold his office of Alderman of the 
City of London, and whether he does 
not ftill hold that office? 

Whether Mr. Williams, of Bofton, 
who tran fadted the commercial bufi- 
nefs of thefe States for two per cent, 
has not been difgraced, and whether 
Mr. Lee, with his Agents, do not 
receive five per cent, for doing the 
fame bufinefs ? 

Xhefe, furely, are points which re- 
quire no longer confederation to an- 
swer, and in which the intereft, 
fafety, and reputation of thefe States 
are intimately concerned. With re*. 

Vol, VIL 



fpe& to Dr. Berkenhout's converfa- 
tion * with, the perfon who accom- 
panied him to New- York, and the 
letter faid to be written by Mr. A. 
Lee tp ,a friend.in England on the 
Jay, the treaty of Paris was iig^pd, 
and ibme other points contained in < 
Mr. Peane'snegociation, they are cir- 
cumitenceswhich require a longer time 
for a proper inveitjgation ; though 
the firft point, I mould imagine, 
rpiglvt fopn be 'afqertained, as the 
perlbn giving the information, is faid 
to be of this city$ but thefe circum- 
. fiances, if truey however alarming 
they are (efpeciaJly >at a time when 
war l^as not been formally declared 
either by France or, England, and 
when there is too much jreafon to 
think that private Agents are' read- 
ing under the eye of the Congrefs, 
and of the Ambaflaojor of his Molt 
Chriflian Majefty) do not aftecl me 
fo much as the circumflance of fo 
many, fo important^ and fuch vari- 
ous and. incompatible offices being 
vetted in one family,, however grsat 
their abilities pr pretentions to the 
public favour jmay be. — I am an old 
man, Mr. Printer, who, though I 
have been prevented myfelf by in- 
firmities from taking an a&ive part 
in this glorious revolution, have con- 
stantly had two. fons in the fervitse pf 
my country — I had cherimed the 
flattering profpecl that my children 
were hazarding their lives not onjy 
to repel a cruel enemy, but tp fe- 
cure to themfelves and their pofte- 
rity the enjoyment of a government 
founded upon fuch principles, as pro* 
mi fed fair to fecure the liberties of 
thofe living under it. Hiftory has 
taught me to know that this cannot 
long be the cafe, where great power 
and truft is vefted in any one family 
—It is the nature of power to fecure 
and enlarge itfelf, to forget the pur- 
pofes for which it was granted, and the 
fource from whence it was derived. 
If the page of hiftory had been filent 
on this point, one would have ima- 
B b b - gined* 
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riiicd <bat the bad effects of family 
influence in the States o/Pennfyl- 
vania and New-York* would have 
made both Congrefs and the dlfFe- 
rent States cautious on this point. 
Qracious Heavens ! is it poffible that 
iirthe infancy of our rinng Repub- 
lics, two brothers of one family, 
fhould represent the interefts and 
fovereirnty of thefe United States at 
four of the principal Courts in Eu- 
rope; and that two others of the 
fame family, fhould exercife the 
fcigheft acts of fovereignty in our 
great Council, and thereby poffefs 
the power of fecuring and protecting 
their connections, however unfit their 
characters might be for the offices 
ahey fill, or however injurioufly they 

' may have acted in the public fen- 
vice. I do not fay this is the cafe at 
prefent ; I pretend not to enter into 
the merits of Meffieurs Lees cha- 
racters, or to peep behind the cur- 
tain ; but, furely, \t behoves us to 
guard againfl dangerous precedents* 
independent of this grand cohfidera- 
tton* there arc two others which 
Ought to have great weight ; the firft 
is, that other nations, whole eyes 
are now fixed upon as, will be led 
to imagine, either that there is a 
great dearth of abilities or virtue in 
other individuals, when we violate 
one of the firft maxims of a Free 
State, by veiling fuch vail powers in 
one family; or that our Councils 
are tainted by the foirit of faction 
and intrigue. The (econd is, that it 
naturally tends to point out to our 
enemies, thofe perfons to obtain 
whofe influence and confidence they 
ought in policy to fpare neither 
aft, or any other means whatfoever, 
in hopes, either of feducing us from 
an union of force with our great and 
generous ally, or, by affecting to 
treat clandeflinely about the acknow- 
ledgment of our Independence, of 

- roufing the fufpidons of the Court 
of Veriailles, and thereby inducing 
ker, frcm-irreftfliblc motives of po- 



licy, to conclude a negotiation with 
Great Britain, by which all our 
druggies may be fruftrated, and oftr 
liberties facrificed. Of this wicked 
policy thefe perfons may become the 
unwary inflruments, which I fear is 
the cafe at prefent, and fhudder at 
the confluences. With refpect to 
Mr. William Lee's holding, in con- 
junction with his office as Commif- 
fioner to the two Courts, the office of 
a Commercial Agent, and that of 
Alderman of the City of London, 
there is fomething fo unaccountably 
ridiculous in it, that my refpect for 
the Honourable Congrefs con (trains 
me to think (notwithstanding the 
weight of Mr. DeaneV character) 
either that he mult be miftaken, or 
that Congrefs were unacquainted 
with the laft circumstance, and had 
been led into the other by intention, 
which the wifeft bodies are fomctimea 
liable to* 

Mr. F. Lee feeras to entertain a 
doubt of the decency of Mr. Deane's 
addrefs with refpect to the Honour* 
able Congrefs, and the propriety of 
the publication at this time. 

With refpect to the decency of the 
addrefs, it appears to me conceived 
in fuch terms as can give no jvrft 
caufe of offence to any btpdy of men, 
however dignified— Policy naturally 
induced every well-wifher to our 
caufe, at the commencement of the 
conteil, to impofea felf-reftraint both 
in fpeaking and writing, fo long as 
the power exerrifed by Congrefs was 
(if I may ufe the expreflion) held by 
courtefy, and it was neceflary, for 
the preservation of our liberties, to 
give that Honourable Body deep root 
in the confidence of the people ; but 
(thanks to that Providence which has 
blefl our virtuous exertions) the rca- 
fons for fo vigorous a reflraint no 
longer exifts. The danger now is, 
not that we fhould injure the com- 
mon caufe by examining the conduct 
of thofe who are in power with a 
decent freedom, but that under the 

fclfe 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 37 l > 



fajie idea of decency we fhould be- 
come the filicides of our own liber- 
ties, by forbearing too long to exer- 
cife that right of fpeaking and wri- 
ting with a decent boldnefs, of public 
men and meafures, which is unalie- 
nable in a citizen of a Free State. 
It is worthy obfervation, that free 
governments have oftener been im- 
perceptibly fubverted by an inatten- 
tion or forbearance of the people to 
cxercifc their rights than by any vio- 
lent or fudden ufurpation of thofe in 
power — I truft that no other Mem- 
. oer in that 1 Honourable Body feels 
any forenefs with refpect to the de- 
cency of Mr. Deane's publication : 
I have too good an opinion of their . 
fen fe and love of liberty te think, 
they do ; but as I may be miftaken, 
let an old man, whofe paflions have 
fubfided (and Legiflators, like old 
men, ought to have none) entreat 
every individual Member to examine 
his own feelings on this fubject, and 
if he feels his congreflional pride 
wounded, he may -be aiTured it is 
high time he fhould mix with the 
mafs of the people, and get again 
electrified with a portion of that 
ftern and republican virtue which 
entitled him to the confidence of his 
constituents, and which can alone 
maintain it. I muft like wife differ 
with Mr. F. Lee on the propriety of 
Mr. Deane's publication at this junc- 
ture — If what Mr. Deane fays is 
true (and 1 mult fuppofe fo till proved 
to the contrary) that he has been 
urging the Honourable Congrefs for 
months paft, without any effect, to 
hear him, this, in my opinion, would 
be a fumcient j unification ; but when 
the nature and importance of the 
information is confidered, the danger 
we have run by harbouring one un- 
der negociator, and the difgrace 
we have fuffered by allowing him 
to efcape (not to fay any thing of 



the apprehenfions of every honeft 
Whig with refpect to another myf- 
terious ^character now in this city, 
which poffibly might had fome in- 
fluence on Mr. Deane's mind) I think 
no reflecting Patriot can doubt of 
the propriety and feafonablenefs of 
the publication. I have an unva- 
riable rule of judging of the pro- 
priety of a meafure, which is, the 
effect it produces on the minds of the 
different claffes of the people ; and I 
can afTure you, Mr. Printer, that a 
number of my neighbours, on the 
day of the publication, came ruihing 
into my room, where I have been 
for fome time confined' with the gout 
in one of my feet, to urge me to go 
with them to find out Mr. Deane, 
and exexcifeour rights for his watch- * 
ful care over the public weal ; and, 
though J am cautious of doing any 
thing which may render people in 
high character prouder than their 
fnuation is too apt to make them, if 
I had obeyed the firft impulfe of my 
mind, I mould have called for my 
crutches, and complied with my 
friends wifhes, whom, with fome 
difficulty, I retrained from* going. 
I am told this has been the cafe in 
other parts of this city — Since that, I 
have been informed that the Tories 
and difaffected have exprefTed their 
difapprobation of Mr. Peane's pub* 
lication, which is another good fymp- 
tom of its propriety, J have un~ 
warily been led into a longer pub* 
licatipn than I intended ; but as lo- 
quacity is the failing of old age, I 
hope it will be excufed in one who 
is your conftant reader and cuftomer^ 
Ptnnfjfaania Packet.] Sen EX # . 

Jt is expected by the public that 
you will comply with your promife 
ofpublifhing impartially the papers 
on both fides in Mr. S. Deane^s con- 
troverfy, If none but the collectors 



Senex U fuppofed to be Robert Treate Payne, Efq. late one of the 
Pelegates to Qongrefs from Maflachufetts-Bay. 



Digitized by 



Google 



r' 



( a>* ) 



of. Mr. Deane's Tory fHends and 
abettors are to appear befoie the pub- 
lic, it is impoffible that a fair and 
honefl judgmen; can be formed. By 
defire you published a piece figned 
Senex, but you have never favoured 
the public with a complete and 
fenfible anfwer to Senex publifhed 
alfo in the Pennfylvaniapacket. Per- 
haps you never received one ; when 
you do, you will publifh it. In the 
mean time, be fo kind to print the 
following anfwer to Senex, which I 
pledge the reputation of an honefl 
man to be the truth. The nYft quef- 
tion of Senex is, Whether Mr; Ar- 
thur Lee is, or is not, Commiffioner 
both to the Courts of Verfailles and 
Madrid ? Anfwer, No. 

2d Queftion, Whether he was not 
an intimate acquaintance of Dr. Berk- 
enhout, correfponded with him on 
fubjecls of a political nature during 
Mr. Lee's refidence at Paris, and 
gave him letters of introduction to 
his brother the Hon. R. H.Lee? 
Anfwer, Mr. R. H. Lee has already 
aftfwered the latter part of this que£ 
tion in tfce moll pofitive manner, No; 
and for the former part, it is incum* 
bent 'on Senex to prove that being 
an intimate acquaintance with Dr. 
Berkenhout was blameable. Hefhould 
prove alio that Dr. Lee correfponded 
with Dr. Berkenhout on political 
fubjecls, and it is very material tjiat 
you mould prove this political c'or- 
refpondence to have contained in it 
any thing criminal, otnerwife a juft 
and candid man would fuppofe, an* 
til the contrary was proved, that 
Dj. Berkenhout was not an unworthy 
Acquaintance; and that as Dr. -Lee 
had difplayed the urongeft attach- 
ments to America, his native coun- 
try, and had moll ably fupported its 
caufe by his writings, if ftich corre- 
fpondence had exifted, that it was 
not only innocent, but laudable. 
# 3d Queftion, Whether Mr. Wil 
Ham Lee is, or is not, Commiffioner 
to the Courts of Vienna and Berlin, 



and Commercial Agent for the Ccm- 
grefs in Europe ? Mr. Lee's letter to 
his friend in Cengrefs, dated No- 
vember 24, 177/, from Paris, will 
give to this queftion the following 
decifive anfwer.: rt In faft, the pub- 
lick bufmefs in thb country has been, 
and is likely to continue in ftrange 
diforder ; for is it likely to mend 
until the Secret Committee confine all 
their mercantile bufimefs to their mer* 
cantile Agents, astd keep the Commif- 
Jioners to their political duty, <whicb 
may be tieglecjed frpm too much atten- 
tion to private fchenies of commerce on 
public funds, and conteviptible pri- 
vate jobs, I am now out of the 
queftion, therefore canntt be charged 
%cith partiality in my advice. IJhal[ 
from henceforth take my leave of this 
department, keeping my attention en- 
tirely confined to the charge which is. 
committed to my care" The truth is,' 
that Mr. Lee underftood, as did every 
body elfe, th2t his political had fu4 
perfeded his commercial appoint- 
ment. The reafon was evident ; the 
fcene of commerce was in- France, 
that of politics far off in Germany.' 
It is alfo true, that although Mr. 
William Lee has thus, in Novem- 
ber, as he" exprefles it, "taken his 
leave of the cbmmercial department," 
yet the Commiffloners at Paris, who 
were directed' to furniih him with 
copies of the treaties to prbpofe to 
Vienna and Berlin, delaying to do' 
this, and other political obftru&ions 
intervening to ftay Mr. Lee*s journey* 
north until the death of Mr. Thomas 
Morris, the then furviviag Com- 
mercial Agent in France, obliged 
Mr. Lee to vifit Nantz before he 
left France, to put the public affairs 
in fome order; for which purpofe 
Mr. Deane, as well as the other 
Commiflioners," foliiited and ob- 
tained a royal crder to put the pa- 
pers of Mr. Thomas Morris into the 
hands of Mr. Lee. Whilft Mr. Lee 
was at Nantz, he appointed mer- 
chants of unqucftionable reputation 
, and 
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and fin-tone in the reTpeftive ports to 
tranfadt the public bufinefs at each 
of them, until the pleafure of the 
Congreis ihould be known. This 
done, He returned to France, and 
whence to Vienna. Mr. Jonathan 
Williams was not an Agent appointed 
fcy Congrefs or its Committee, there- 
fore his commiffion is not known 
here. Mr. Deane appointed Mr. 



States in France, As you are fond: 
ofqueftions, Senex, let me afk you, 
and you may inquire of your friend, 
Mr. Deane, what fhare he had in the 
large cargo of cloths imported into 
Charles-town by Mr. Brpmfield ? I 
fear, Senex, that notwithftanding the 
old name you have aflumed, that 
you poJFefs the follies of youth, which 
is certainly the feafon for credulity. 



Williams, praifes him, and has put -Confidence is a plant of flow growth 



large fums of public money into 
the hands of this young man, I un- 
derhand about a million ©f livres. 
In a letter from Mr. Williams to 
Mr, Deane, dated Nante, March 
26, 1778 (a copy of which I have 
feen) Mr. Williams fays, ll Mycon r 
ntgion withytu being knwqn" Will 
you, Senex, or your friend, Mr. S. 
Deane, explain what this connexion 
means ? Or it may be fuppofed, con- 
sidering your friend's turn for com- 
merce, to bo a commercial con- 
nection. In the fame letter to. Mr. 
j)eane, Mr. Williams writes, " I re- 
ceived your favour of the 21ft in- 
flant, and obferve that ?xy draughts, 
will continue to he accepted. It would 
be le'fi troublcfome to ycu, and moft 
ktneficial to my credit, if you. would 
g?<vt 'Mr, Grant a general dpproba- 
fion; for every draught is to lie un- 
accepted till Mr. G. can have an 
opportunity of prefenting them to 
you, the holder will not have a very 
good opinion of my folidity, an4 
Mr. G* I fuppofe, will not in future 
accept till after the hills are prefented^ 
for he has written I fuppofe a dozen 
times to me defiring your appro- 
bation of what has already been 
drawn over the efiablijhtd credit" 
I am unacquainted with Mr. Wil- 
liams, but I am told he is a young 
inan. Whether young or old, it 
does not feem xnodeft in him to de- 
Are leave to draw on the public 
xreafure at will, and that his draughts 
fhall be accepted, without prefenta- 
tion, by the banker with whom was 
depofited all the money of the United 



in ai aged bofom, therefore you 
fltoull have balanced a little before 
yea gave into fuch implicit belief of 
all the wonderful things Mr. Deane 
has faid of himfelf, You will do 
well to advife your friend to obferve 
^he Spanifh Proverb for the future, 
" that he who lives in a glafs-houfe, 
fhould not begin to throw riones." 
That Mr. William Lee made fuch 
contracts with the Agents he ap- 
pointed, as Mr. Deahe mentions, no 
candid inan will believe until Mr. 
Deane produces proof, becaufe he 
profefles that he is writing" againft 
men whom he calls his enemies. If 
friendship for the public is enmity 
to Mr. Deane, thefe gentlemen are 
not to blame for it ; they contend 
for the fettlement of public ac- 
counts, that it may be clearly feen 
how the public treafure has been, 
expended. 

4th Queflion, Whether this gen- 
tlemen aid not, fince his appoint- 
ment to offices of public trull un- 
der the United States, hold his of- 
fice of Alderman 'in the City of Lon- 
don, and whether he does not dill 
hold that office ? Anfwer, Mr. Wil- 
liam Lee is a native of Virginia; 
the bulk of his fortune, and that not 
inconfiderable, is in Virginia. He is 
both known in America and Lon- 
don, to have been the firtn invari- 
able friend of America, arid of pofer 
of the Britim meafures. He was an 
Alderman of London, which- ..place' 
and his Aldermanfhip he quitted, 
with all poflible difpatch, as foon as 
he knew his country had occaiion for' 

his 
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Ms fervices on tic continent of Eu- 
rope. In the fame- volume where 
o>«ur and his party find Mr. Lee an 
Alderman of London , he may find 
Duntnore Governor of Virginia, 
Tryoti of New- York, Martin of 
North-Carolina, &c. &c. But though 
the ideas of Whiggifm and juftice, 
which govern Wx and his f**ty> 
incline them to condemn the friends 
of America for the publications of 
the common enemy, it is to be pre- 
ftmed that the free and virtuous citi- 
zens of America entertain very dif- 
ferent ideas of juftice ; they will con- 
Uder the characters of men, not by 
what the enemy publifh, or a fac- 
tious Junto, but will let them (land 
or fall in their opinion by facts 
clearly k proved, and not by mali- 
cious fuppofitions, fuggeftions, and 
dark inuendoes. If the fervants of 
the public are to be condemned iu 
this manner ; if fuch little, manoeu- 
vres are to deftroy the reputation of 
men, who have been fa p porting with 
teal their country's caufe from the 
beginning, and among the foremoft, 
I fear virtue will retire, and the pub- 
lic affairs be conducted by men 
whofe councils will tread back with 
great quick nefs thofe fteps to glo- 
rious Independence, which the cha- 
racters now as ufed have travelled 
with fo much uniformity* Before 
I conclude, I mull obferve that Dr. 
.Franklin was appointed in the winter 
of 1776 CommilDoner for Spain, and 
continued in his appointment for 
France at the fame time ; that in the 
Summer following, Congrefs being 
informed by the Commiffioners that 
they had agreed Dr. Lee mould go 
to Spain, and that he was actually 
gone there, there the like powers 
were fent him that were formerly 
fent to Dr. Franklin. When the 
conclufion of the alliance had finifhed 
the bufineis of the Commiflion in 



France, Congrefs appointed Dr, 
Franklin Minifter Plenipotentiary 
to France, which moil effectually 
fuperfeded all former Commiffion, as 
well to Mr. Adams as to Dr. Lee ; 
and this was dpne.fome time before 
Mr. Deane's publication, and not 
unknown to him, it is prefumed, as 
it was generally known in Philadel- 
phia* What now, Senex, mud the 
honed and candid part of the world 
think of you and your friend, for 
thus attempting to impofe upon the 
free and virtuous citizens of America > 
Virginia GaxttteJ] Detector *, 

To Silas Deane, Effuire. 

As character, like trade, isfubjeft 
to bankruptcy, fo nothing fooner dis- 
covers its approach than a frequent 
neceifity of borrowing. 

Let Mr. Deane and his affairs 
(land on their own merits, or fall in 
proportion to their own defects. If 
he has done well, he needs no bor- 
rowed credit ; if he has done ill, the 
attempt will only precipitate difgrace. 
Why ihould matters be involved with 
matter, between which there is nei- 
ther affinity or correfpondencc ? You 
may, it is true, confine them toge- 
ther in the , fame letter, like fluids 
of different weights or repulfive qua* 
lities in the fame phial, and though 
by convulfing, you may reprefent a 
compound, yet the parts having no 
mutual propensity to union, will fepa- 
rate in a ftate of reft* 

Mr. Deane, in his addrefs before* 
mentioned, fays, that he " is fully 
confident that cvtry intrigue and 
cabal formed again It our illuuVious 
Commander in Chief will prove as 
ineffectual as thofe formed again ft 
Doctor Franklin." — This declara- 
tion comes with an ill grace from a 
man, who not only threw out a pro- 
pofal, but impliedly recommended a 
German Prince, Prince Ferdinand, 



* Pefeflor is fuppofed to be W. H. Drayton, Efq. one of the Delegates to 

^o>)Srpf« from South* Carolina,. 
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to Congrefc, to take on him the 
command of the American army ; 
and Mr. Deane can beSt explain whe- 
ther the declaration he now makes is, 
to be considered as, an aft ofpennanci 
or confummate effrontery. 

But Prince Ferdinand is not the 
only one whom Mr. Deane has flily 
intimated to Congrefs for a Com- 
mander in Chief, neither dares he 
either perfonally or in writing con- 
tradict me ; he has, it is true, fet 
Philalethes to do it, but he dares 
not do it himfelf ; and, I would aft, 
what fort of principles muft that man 
be governed by, who will impofe on 
the ignorance of another to advance 
a falfehood for him. 

No belief or dependence can be 
placed in him, who, through the 
agency of another, will deny his own 
hand-Writing; and that I may not 
appear even to intimate a charge 
without a fufficient foundation, I 
Shall fumifh the public with an ex- 
tract from Mr. Deane's letter to the 
Foreign Committee, dated Paris, 
December 6th, 1776. 

** I fubmit the thought to you, 
whether if you could engage a great 
General of the higheft character irt 
Europe, fuch, for inftance, as Prince 
Ferdinand^ or M — B— *, or others of 
equal rank to take the lead of your 
armies, whether fuch a £tep would 
not be politic ; as it would give a 
character and credit to your military, 
and Strike perhaps a greater terror 
into our enemies. I only fuggeit 
the thoughts, and leave you to con- 
fer with B — K— f on the fubject at 
large." S. Deane. 

Yet the writer of this letter is the 
fame Mr. S. Deane, who, in his ad* 
♦drefs of January 26th, in the Penn- 
sylvania Packet, fays, that **, he is 
fully confident that every intrigue 
and cabal formed againSt our illuf- 
trious Commander in Chief, will 
prove as ineffectual as thofe formed 
againSt Doctor Franklin/* 



, What Mf. Deane means by cahals 
formed againft Dr. Franklin, I am 
wholly unacquainted with. I know 
of none. I have heard of none. 
Neither has Mr* Deane any right to 
blend himfelf with that gentleman 
any more than with General Wash- 
ington. Mr Deane will never bo 
Doctor Franklin, nor Doctor Frank* 
lin Mr. Deane. They are constitu- 
tionally different both in principle 
and practice ; and if my fufpicions 
of Mr. Deane are true, he will, in 
a little time, be as Strongly repro- 
bated by his venerable friend as by 
either of the Mr. Lees or Mr. Izard. 
The courfe of this letter will explain 
what I mean without either fug* 
geStion or implication. 

Quitting, in this place, Mr. Deane'* 
laft addrefs as a matter of very little 
importance, I now mean to draw his 
hitherto confufed affairs to a clofer 
inveftigation than, I have ever yec 
done* 

The continental public, who can 
have no other object in view than to 
diftinguifti "right fYom wrong, will 
have their minds and their ears open, 
and unfettered by prejudice or felfifh 
intefeft, will form their judgment as 
matters and circumstances Shall ap- 
pear. Mr. Deane may interestedly 
inlink himfelf with Members of Con- 
grefs, or with perfons out of it, till 
involved with them, and they with 
him, they mutually become the pil- 
lows and bolsters of each other to 
prevent a general difcovery. With 
fuch men, reafoning has no effect. 
They feek not to be right 9 but to be 
triumphant ; and the iame thirft of 
interest that induced them to the 
commiSTion of one crime, will pro- 
voke them to a new one, in order to 
enfure fuccefs and defeat detection. 
There are men, in all countries, in 
whom both vice and virtue are kept 
fubordlnate by a kind' of cowardice, 
which often forms a great part of 
that natural character Stiled modera* 



• Mzifhzl £rogli*. t Baron Kalbe, 
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kion. But this is not the caTe with 
Ivlr. Dcane. His conduct fincc his 
xeturn to America, has been excef- 
five. His addrefs to the public of 
Dec. 5th is marked with every fea-* 
ture of extraordinary violence. His 
inventions to fupport himfelf have 
been numerous, and fuch as honeily 
did not require; and having thus re- 
linguifbed all pretenfions to a mode- 
rate character, he mult, of confe- 
rence, be looked for in one or other 
of the extremes of good or bad. 

Several things, however, are cer- 
tain in Mr. Deane, He has made a 
rich andprofperQus voyage to France, 
and whether fairly or unfairly he has 
yet to anfwer for. 

He has wrote and been concerned 
i in the writing of letters which con- 
tradict each other. 

He has. acted a double part to- 
wards his brother Cprnmiffioners in 
France, Do&or Franklin and Ar- 
thur Lee, Efq. as appears by a 
comparifon of his own letters with 
thofe of the Commifiloners jointly, 
of which himfelrwas one. 

He has not. given the public infor- 
mation of the lofs of the diipatches of 
Oct, 6 and 7, 1777, nor of any cir- 
cumftances attending it, notwith- 
ik.nding, he can but know, that he 
lies under a (trong fufpicion of hav- 
ing embezzled. them himfelf or of 
his being privy, thereto, in order to 
prevent a difcovery of his double 
dealings, and to promote the pay- 
ment of a very large fum of money. 
To all thole matters 1 £hall fpeak as 
I proceed. 

Mr. Deane iirft made choice of 
the public papers, and I have enly 
followed therein. The .people fuf- 
ficiently feel that fomething is wrong, 
and npt knowing where it lies, they 
. know x not where tp fix their con- 
fidence, and every public man under- 
£oes a ftiare. of their fufpicious. Let 
• it therefore come out be it where it 
. will, fo that men and meafures being 
properly known, truft and tranquility 



be again reftored* It has Arangety 
happened, that wherever Mr. Deane 
has been, there has been confu&otu 
It was fo in France. It is fo here. 
The Commiflioners, in that country, 
were as much disjointed as the Coo- 
grefs in this ; and fuch being the 
cafe, let every man's conduct anfwer 
for itfelf. 

In the Pennfylvania Packet of 
January 2d, I acquainted the public 
with the lofs of the difpatches of 
October 6th and 7th, and gave fuch 
an account cf that affair as had been 
related to me while at York-town j 
namely, that they were ftolen by 
fome Britifh emiflary in France, and 
carried over to the enemy in Eng- 
land. The account, was far from 
being properly authenticated j how- 
ever, I chofe to give it, in order so 
fee what notice Mr. Deane would 
taj;e of it. He let it pafs jn fslence, 
and I obferved that I was imrae- 
, d^ately after attacked fcom all quar- 
ters at once, as if emboldened to it 
by the account I had given and ap- 
peared to believe. As their publi- 
cations were of ufe to me, I thought 
it bed to referve my fufpicions, ex- 
cepting to a few particular friends, 
as well in Congrefs as out. 

In the Pennsylvania Packet of Ja- 
nuary 26, I, for the firft time irt 
public, informed Mr. Deane of my 
iuipicions thereon in the following 
words : 

" Every day opens fomething 
new. The difpatches of October, 
.1777, which were faid to be Holes, 
are now believed by fome, and con- 
jectured by others, not to be in the 
hands of the enemy, Philalethes (in 
the Pennfylvania Packet of Jaaua$y 
23) fays, that they contained no fut^i 
fecret a9 I have pretended* How 
does he know what fecret I have pre- 
tended, as I have not difclofed any, 
or ever will ? Th« duplicates of thofe 
difpatches haye arrived fince, and 
have been in my hands, and I can 
fay thus much, that they contain' a 

' * * ' -i * para- 
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paragraph, which is, I think, a flat 
contradiction to one half what Mr. 
Deane wrote while a Separate agent ; 
and if he, when in conjunction with 
his colleagues, had to fign that which 
difagreed with what he had before 
written and declared fince, it wzs/or- 
tunate for him that the dif patches 
*wertftolen % unfortunate that the du- 
plicates arrived. — In ihort, had Mr. 
Deane, or his friend W. D. in Mr, 
Holt's paper of the iithinftant (Ja- 
nuary) one half as much caufe for 
fufpicion, as I have, concerning the 
lofs of thofe difpatches, they would 
ground thereon a heavy and pofitive 
charged 

On the appearance of this intima- 
tion, Mr. Deane and every other of 
my opponents, unanimously deferted 
the news-papers, and fuffered it to 
pafs unnoticed. I have waited three 
weeks to afford Mr. Deane an oppor- 
tunity of removing the fufpicions 
alluded to, and to fornifh, the pub- 
lic with what he might know on that 
fubject. He has not done it. I 
fliall, therefore, lay open<he princi- 
pal circumftances on which that inti- 
mation was founded. 

In a country fo rich, extenfive and 
populous as France, there can be no 
caufe to doubt either the ability or 
inclination of the wealthier inhabi- 
tants to furnifh America with a gratui- 
tous fapply of money,, arms, and am- 
munition. The Englifh had fupplied 
the Corficans, by a fubfeription open- 
ed for that purpofein London, and the 
French might as confidently do the 
fame by America. I, therefore, think 
it unneceflary to fay anything farther 
on this point, than to inform, that in 
the fpring 1776, a fubfeription was 
taifed in France to fend a prefent to 
America of two hundred thoufand 
pounds flerling, in money, arms, and 
ammunition. And all that the fup- 
pliers wanted to, know, was, through 
what channel it mould be remitted. 
The place was. fixed upon. 

Having faid thus much, I think 
Vol. VU, 



it neceffary to mention, that if Con* 
grefs, chufe to call upon me for my 
proofs, which J prefume they will 
not do, I am ready to advance them. 
I do not publifh this in contradiction 
to their refolution of January 12th, 
becaufe that refers to fuppofed pre- 
fects from the Crown only, which is 
a fubjecl I never touched upon ; and 
though Cqngrefs have thought pro- 
per to introduce my name therein, 
and perverted my expreffions, to give 
a countenance thereto, I leave it to 
their own judgment, &c. to take it 
out again, I believe future Con- 
grefles will derive no honour from 
that refolution.. And on ray own 
part, J conceiye that the literary fer- 
vices I have hitherto rendered, and 
that without the Ieaft profit or reward, 
deferved from that body a different 
treatment, even if I had in this in- 
fiance been wrong. But the envy 
of fpme little and ungenerous wits in , 
that Houfe will never fubfide. 

Soon after this offer was made, 
Mr. Deane was fent to France as 
a Commercial Agent under thp au- 
thority of the Committee which 
was then fHIed " The Committee for. 
Secret Correfpondence," and fmce 
changed to that of '* The Committee 
for Foreign Affairs. " 

On Mr. Deane's arrival at Paris, 
the whole affair took a new ground, 
and he entered, according to his own 
account, into; what he calls, a com- 
mercial concern, with Mr. Beaumar* 
chais of Paris, for the fame quantity 
of fupplies which had been before 
offered as a prefent, and that through 
the fame perfon of whom Mr. Deane 
now fays he purchafed them. It may 
not be improper in this place to men- 
tion, that Mr. Beaumarchais was 
only an agent on the part of the 
fuppliers, as Mr. Deane was an agent 
on the part of the receivers. 

In December following (1776,) 

Dr. Franklin and Arthur Lee, Efq. 

arrived likewife in Paris, under a new 

commiffion, appointingthem, together 
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with Silas Deane, Efq. joint Com- 
ttiiffioners from the United States. 
Yet it does not appear that Mr, 
Deane made either of thofe gentle- 
men acquainted with the particulars 
of any commercial contract made be- 
tween him and Mr. Beaumarchais, 
neither did he ever fend a copy of 
any fuch to Congrefs or to the Com- 
mittee for foreign affairs. 

In September 1777, Mr. Francy 
fct off from France to America, as 
~:m agent from Mr. Beaumarchais, to 
demand and fettle the mode of pay- 
ment for thofe fuppliei. Yet the 
departure, as well as the bufinefs of 
this gentleman, appears to have been 
concealed from Dr. Franklin and 
Mr. A. Lee, and to have been known 
only to Mr. Deane ; which muft cer- 
tainly be thought inconfiftent and 
improper, as their powers were equal, 
and their authority a joint one.* 

That Mr. Deane was privy to it, 
is proved by his fending a letter by 
Mr. Francy, dated Paris, Sept. 10th, 
1777, recommending him as Mr. 



Beaumarchais agent, and prefft*g 

* the execution of the bufinefs which 
he came upon. And that it was un- 
known to Doctor Franklin and Mr. 
A. Lee is circumftantially evidenced 
by Mr. Francy bringing with him 
no difpatches from the Commiffioners 
jointly, and is afterwards fully proved 

- by their letter of* the 16th of Feb. 

• following in which they fay " We 

• hear Mr. Beaumarchais has fent over 
a perfon to demand a large fum of 
money of you on account of arms, 
ammunition, &c. We think it will 
be belt for you to leave that matter 4 
to be fettled here, (France) as their 
is a mixture of public and private 
which you cannot fo well develope.** 
And what muft appear very extrabr- 

■ dinary to the reader, is, that, not- 
withftanding Mr. Deane was privy to 
Mr. Francy's coming, and had even 
"by letter recommended the bufinefs 

* he came upon, yet in this joint letter 
of Feb. 16, 1778, he appears toknow 
no more of the matter than they 
do. I have gone a little out of the 



* In the Pennfylvania Packet of Jan. 23d, in- a publication figned Phi- 
laic thes, i:- the following certificate, viz. 

■' The military and other ftores fhipped by Roderique Hortalez and Co. 
in confequence of the cent raft made by them with Silas Deane, Efq. Agent 
for the United States of America, were fhipped on board eight veffels, &c. 
&c. &c. 

*' Certified at Philadelphia, this 13th day of January, 1779. . 

L. dc Francv, 
*' reprefenting the Houfe of Roderique Hortalez and Co." 
Whether this certificate was published with or without the confent of M. 
Francy is not very material. But as my only defign was to'come at the truth 
of things, I am neceftarily obliged to take notice of it. And the courfe of 
the publication I how give will, I prefume, furnifh Mr. Francy with cir- 
cumstances which he muft before have been unacquained with. 

The certificate fays, *« That the fupplies were fhipped by Roderique 
Hortalez and Co. in confequence of a contract made by them with Silas Deane, 
Efq." I know that Mr. Roderique Hortalez was employed, or appeared to 
be fo, by fome public fpirited gentlemen in France to offer a prefent to 
America, and I have feen a contract for freightage made with Mr. Monthieu, 
but I know of no cont+aft for the fuppiies themfelves. If there is fuch a 
contract, Mr. Deane has concealed it ; and why he has done, fo muft appear 
as extraordinary as that he made it. - ■ 
N, B. Mr. Beaumarchais and R, Hortalea are give and the fame perfon. 

order 
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order of time to take in this cir- 
cumftance fo curioufly .explanatory 
of Mr. Deane's double conduct.* 

Nothing material appears to have 
happened from the time of Mr. 
Francy 's failing in Sept. 1 777» till the 
6th and 7th of Oct. 1777> following, 
when the difpatches of thofe dates, 
were loft, and blank white paper fent 
to Congrefs in their ftead. 

I mull requeft the reader in this 
place to take his ftand and review the 
part Mr. Deane had acted. He had 
negociated a profered prefent into a 
pur chafe ; and I have quoted letters 
to fhow, that though he was privy to 
Mr. Francy's coming over for the 
money, he had, neverthelefs, concealed' 
it from his colleagues, and was con- 
fequently obliged, when acting in 
conjunction with them, to know no- 
thing of the matter, and to concur 
with them in forming fuch difpatches 
as they might have authority to do, 
notwithstanding fuch difpatches might 
contradict, or tend to expofe himfelf.. 
He had at lead the chance of the fcas 
in his favour. 

The difpatches of Oct. 6 and 7, 
1777 > ( as a Fpear by the duplicates 
which have, fince arrived) were of 
this kind ; and are, as far as letters , 
can be, pbfitive evidence again ft Mr, 
Deane's accounts. The one is a 
fingle letter from the Hon. Arthur 
• Lee, Efq. and the other a joint letter. 
from B. Franklin, S. Deane and A. 
Lee, of Oft. 7th. That of the 6th 
gives a circumftantial account in 
what manner the prefent was firft 
offered, and the latter declares, 
** That for the money and military 
fiores already given no remittance will 



e<ver be required— r-Eut^ Mr. Francy 
had been fent oft" with Mr. Deane \ 
fingle letter to demand the money y 
what. then was to be done, with thofe, 
difpatches ? Jfad they arrived, Con-, 
grefs would have had a line to go- 
by — and as they did not, they had 
nothing but Mr. -Deane's fingle letter,' 
and pretended Contract with Mr,. 
Beauraarchais to govern them. 

I fhall now relate fuch circum-* 
ftances as I am acquainted with con- 
cerning the lofs of thofe difpatches, 
by which the reader will fee, that the^ 
theft could only have been committed, 
by fome bofom apoftate. 

When the fuppofed difpatches were 
brought to York-town by Capt. ; 
Folger, who came with them from 
France, they confifted of a packet for 
Cougrefs of nearly the fize of a half 
meet, another for Robert Morris, Efq. 
of about the fame fize, another for 
Mr. Barnaby Deane, brother to Silas 
Deane, of about the fame fize, a fmaller 
one from Mr. Arthur Lee to his bro- 
ther,. Col.. R. H., Lee, befides letters 
antl fome fmall parcels to different 
perfons, private, and another packet, 
which I fhall mention afterwards. The 
packet for Congrefs and that for CoLl^ 
H, Lee had both been robbed of every 
article of their contents,, and. filled up' 
with' blank white paper; that" for 
Mr. Morris and, Mr. Barnaby Deane 
came fafe with all- their' contents.. 
Whoever was the. thief, mult have 
known exactly what to take and what 
to Leave; otherwife the packet for 
Mr. Morris and Mr. Barnaby Deane 
muft have been equally as tempting 
as that to Col. Lee; or rather more 
fo, became they were more bulky 



* The Committee for foreign affairs in their firft letter to the CommifljonT 
ers after Mr. Francy's arrival, fay, " We think it ftrange that the Com- 
HiilTioners did not jointly write by Mr. Francy, confidering the very im- 
portant defigns of his coming over, viz. to fettle the mode of payment for 
the pa ft cargoes, fent by Roderique Hortalez and Co. and to make contracts 
for future. It is certain, that much eclairciffement (Explanation) is, at 
this late moment, wanting." 
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and promifing. In fhort, the theft 
difcovers fuch an intimate knowledge 
of the contents, that it could only be 
done, or directed to be done by 
fome peribn originally concerned 
in the writing of them. None of 
the packets or letters that came 
fafe contained a fingle article of in- 
telligence, except a letter from Doctor 
Franklin to myCelf, dated the fame- 
day of the difpatches ; in which he 
fays, " Our affairs, fo far as they 
are connected nvith this country, are 
every day more promifng.*' I receiver 
this letter at Lancafter through the 
favour of the then Prefident, Henry 
Laurens, Efj. and returned it again to. 
him to be communicated to Con- 
grefs ; and this, as I have before 
mentioned, was the only article of 
information which Congrefs received' 
from May, 1777* to May, 1778.' 
Which may now be fet down as an- 
other extraordinary circumflance. 

Among the packets was likewife a 
large handfome one directed to Mr/ 
Hancock, who, at the time the dif- 
patches were written, was Prefident of 
Congrefs, and this would undoubt- 
edly have been a greater inducement 
to a Britifli emifFary than that direct- 
ed to Col. R. H. Lee; yet this 
packet, which was only on private 
Dufinefs, was likewife fuffered to 
come in fafety. But how, I afk, 
ihould anyBritifh emiflary know that, 
it contained no information. 

There are two ways by which this 
theft might be committed, viz. either 
by changing the packets, and placing 
blank ones in their flead, by theaffift- 
ance of a counterfeit feal, (and why 
not as well counterfeit a feal as coun- 
terfeit commQn fenfe) or by opening 
them, and filling the cover up with 
blank paper. In the firft of thofe 
cafes, the perfon mufl know how to 
imitate, and in either of them hemuft 
know which to felect. 

Mr, Deane, through his advocate 
thilaUthes, in the Pennfylvania pack- 
et of January 23d, fays, infubftance, 



that as neither the King of England? V 
f?eech in November, 1777, nor yet any 
minijierial information to Parliament 
through the eourfe of that fejjion, dif- 
co*ver any knowlege of any fecret fup- 
fofed to he contained in thofe difpatches, 
that it is, therefore, a proof that 

THEY CONATINED NO SECRET. But, 

furely, Mr. Deane will not be hardy 
enough to deny the contents of the dif- 
patches which himfelf was concerned 
in forming, and is now fufpected or* 
fuppreffing ? This would be fuch a 
refinement upon treachery, that I. 
know of no law which provides for 
the cafe. I (hall, therefore, in this 
place, content myfelf with anfwering 
to Philalethes generally, that he him> 
felf knows nothing of their contents, 
and that the filence of the Britifli 
King and Miniflry is a circumftantial 
evidence, tKat they have not got the 
difpatches, and that they were loft 
for fome other purpofe. One thing, 
however, we are certain of, viz. that 
the lofs of them, in any cafe, anfwered 
at that time, the money purpofe 
which Mr. Deane had in view, by- 
giving an oportunity to his iingle 
letter by Mr. Francy, and the bufinefs 
that gentleman came, upon, to ar- 
rive at Congrefs, inftead of the dif- 
patches. 

It is true, that the duplicates were 
brought over by Mr. Deane's bro- 
ther, Mr. Simeon Deane, with the 
treaty of alliance ; but it would have 
been too barefaced to have had them 
ftolen out of his hands, and the treaty 
left behind. Befides which, it was 
reafonabie to fuppofe that Congrefs 
had before that, refolved upon, and 
fettled the mode' of payment, and 
that their attention to the great ob- 
ject of the treaty would make them 
inattentive to duplicates of a prior 
date, which appears to have been the 
cafe. 

But it was Folger's hard fate to 
be confined, partly in prifon, and 
partly on parole, nearly five months, 
on account of thofe difpatches ; he was 

-at 
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at Iafl fet at liberty, becaufe nothing 
could be found againft him more, 
than chat, he appeared to be a blun- 
dering fool, and therefore a proper 
iperfon to pitch upon to bring over 
blank difpatches, as his probable 
inattention might afford a wilder 
nefs to the theft committed by 
others. 

The public have now a clear line 
pf circumftances before them, and 
though Mr, Deane may deny the 
fad, it becomes him likewife to re- 
move the fufpicions, which I am cer- 
tain he cannot do without denying 
the letters I have quoted. 

In his addrefs of December5th, he 
fet out with a falihood, by declaring 
that the h ears of the reprefentatives 
(in Congrefs) njoere Jhut againft him," 
and though the charge was unjuft, 
as appears by the journals, yet fo loft 
are thaj; body to the dignity of the 
States they reprefent, that they not 
only fuiFered the accufation to pafs 
unqueftioned, but invited him, at 
the public expence, to their next 
public entertainment on the 6th of 
February. It was the difgraceful 
fubmiflion of Congrefs to Mr. Deane's 
falfe accufation, that was the real 
caufe why the late Prefident, Henry 
Laurens, Efq. quitted the chair, and 
the fame caufe promoted the prefent 
Prefident, Mr. Jay, to it. Thefecrecy 
which Congreis impofe upon them- 
felves is became a cloak for their 
xnifconduct, and as J wifh to fee a 
Congrefs fuch as America might 
be proud to own, and the enemy 
afraid to trifle with, it is full time 
for the States to know the conduct of 
tjieir members, that they may make 
that body fuch as they could wifh it 
to be. An evil cured, is better than 
an evil concealed and AiiFocated. 

I fhall conclude this paper with 
mentioning another circumftance or 
two, in which Mr. Deane's reputation 
appears to be involved. 

In his addrefs of December cth, he 
informed the public, that, " About 



the time the news arrived in France 
of General Burgoyne's furrender, Mr.' 
Arthur Lee's Secretary went to and 
from London, charged with affair* 
which were fecret to the other 
Commiffioners," meaning himfelf 
and Doctor Franklin ; and on this* 
ground, unfupported by any kind' of 
evidence, Mr. Deane endeavours to 
have the public believe that Mr. 
Lee gave information to the Britifli 
Court of the intended Treaty. 

That Mr. Lee fent his Secretary 
to fome fea-port towns in England is 
very true, and that he did not ac- 
quaint Mr. Deane with the reafons 
or the bufinefs is as true. Mr. Deane 
had been a traitor to Mr. Lee, and 
broke open and fupprefled fome con- 
fidential information of Mr. Lee's to 
Congrefs fome confiderable time be-' 
fore. I do not in this place mean the dif- 
patchesof O&oberothandjth, 1777, 
but another affair, and the original' 
letter, which There allude to, has like- 
wife been in my hands fince the time 
Mr. Deane broke it open. 

But it is no proof that becaufe 
Mr. Deane did not know the bufi- 
nefs, that Dr. Franklin might not, 
or that others did not. Mr. Deane 
never gave a line of authentic infor- 
mation to Congrefs reflecting the 
condition of the enemy's fleet, their 
ftrength, weaknefs or deitination ; or 
of their land force, or their politics. 
Mr. Lee has conitantly done Co, and 
been on that head the molt induftri- 
ous and beft informant that America 
had in Europe, and that even before 
the Congrefs exifted, of which I fhall 
mention one inftance, viz. by the 
fame *veffgl that brought over the 
Britifli King's inftructions to Sir 
Francis Barnard, while Governor of 
MaflachuiTets, Mr. A. Lee, I fay* by 
that fame <veff$i fent the people of 
Bojionthe particulars of thofe inftruc- 
tions Whereas Mr. Deane's letters 
are for the moil part filled up with 
flattering compliments tohimfelf and 
Mr. Beauniarctiais. 

But 
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. .Jut ' taking it, for . granted that 
the enemy knew of the intended 
treaty i the queilion is, who informed 
them ? 

Mr. Arthur Lee had certainly no 
oecafion to fend his Secretary over to 
England to do it, becaufe a private 
hint given to Lord Stormont, who 
was at th.it time at Paris as a Britifh 
Arabaflador, would have been much 
fafer and more conveniently done. 

Yet that it was knqwn in London, 
before it was executed in Paris, 
is a matter of which I have no 
doubt. 

The public, or at leaft fome of 
them, may recollect a letter that was 
publifhed a confiderable time fince, 
from a gentleman in London to a 
relation of his in this city, in which 
he fpoke firmly of the Independence 
■of America, and advifed the atten- 
tion of his relation to money matters ; 
that letter was from one of the Mr. 
Whanons of London, and came ac- 
cidentally to fight. I mention this 
as a correfponding circumftance to 
what I am now going to relate. 

I have feen, and have in my pof- 
feflion, an atteftation of a gentleman, 
which declares, that he faw at Mr. 
Wharton's, in London, a letter from 
Mr. Peane's fecretary, and in' his 
(the fecretary's) hand-writing, dated 
Paris, January 27th, informing, that 
the Treaty bet ween France a n4 
America would be figned the ^th or 
6th of February following ; which 
letter liktwfe recommended an at- 
tention to money matters, by which, I 
prefume, is' meant Stock-jobbing in 
the Englifh funds. And I have 
feen another account, which fays, 
that much ahrat the fame tine Mr, 
Dearie remitted 19,520 livres to Mr. 
Wharton in London. 

I mall now conlude this long letter 
with declaring, that from the be- 
ginning of this difptite, I have had 
no other object in view than to bring 
truth to light ; in the profecution of 
which j I have gone contanry ;q my 



own perfonal interest, . . The oppofi- 
tion and infults I have met with, have 
been numerous ; yet from an un- 
willingnefs to facrifice public advan- 
tage to private refentment, I have 
thought it bell to take as little no- 
tice of them as poflible. Truth, in 
every cafe, is the moll reputable 
victory a man can gain. And if Mr. 
Deane has hitherto been the Jonas 
of the ftorm, I fmcerely wifh he may 
be found out, that the vefTel mayhavc 
relief. 

As my fignature, Common Senfe, 
has been counterfeited, either by Mr. 
Deane or fome of his adherents, irt 
Mr. Bradford's paper of February 
3d, I ihall fubferibe this with my 
name. 

THOMAS PAINE. 
Philadelphia, Feb. 1 3, J779. 

To the Public. 

T was not a little furprized to find 
my character traduced in a publi- 
cation, ftiled Common-Senfe to the 
Public) on Mr. Deane's affair, in Mr. 
Dunlap's paper of the 5th inftant, 
though that furprize would have been 
greater, had not the following insi- 
nuation appeared in a prior publi- 
cation on the fame fubject, and by 
the fame author, in Mr. Dunlap's 
paper of the 31ft December laft, viz. 
** I wifh in this place to ftep a mo- 
ment from the floor of office, and 
prefs it on every Hate to enquire what 
mercantile connections any of the late 
or prefent Delegates have had, or 
now have, with Mr. Deane, and that 
a precedent might not be wanting, 
it is important that the State of Penn* 
fylvania mould begin." 

I think it proper to make a few 
remarks on this paragraph, before I 
proceed to take particular notice of 
the more explicit charge contained 
in the paper of the 5th inflant. Why 
the author quitted Mr. Deane to 
bring me on the ftage is immaterial, 
antl as I do not mean to enter the 
lifts' with him, I Ihall content my- 
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&lf with ftating fimply the facts he 
has alluded to. I do not conceive 
that the State I live in has any right 
or. inclination to enquire into what 
mercantile connections I have had or 
now have with Mr. Deane, or with 
any other peffon : if Mr. Deane had 

. any commerce that was inconfiflent 
with his public ftation, he mufl an- 
fwer for it, as I did not, by be- 
coming a Delegate for the State -of 
Pennfylvania, relinquifh my right of 
forming, mercantile connections, I 
Was unquestionably at liberty to form 
fuch with Mr. Deane. My now 
giving the account this author defires, 

.is not tp gratify him, or to refign the 
right I contend for, but purely, to 
remove the force of his infmuation 
on that fubject,, and to do this ef- 
fectually, I will candidly relate all 
the commercial concerns I have had 
with Mr. Deane, The firfl was a 
concern in a brig and cargo fitted out 
by Mr. Delap of Bourdeaux, for this 
country ; one third on his own ac- 
count, one third on Mr. Deane's, 
and the other third on account of 
Willing, Morris and Co. This vef- 
fel was taken, and Mr Delap charged 
my houfe, whofe monies he had in 
hand, for their mare- 

The fecond was in a valuable Ihip 
and cargo fitted for America, by an 
eminent merchant in France, who 
advanced the money for Willing, 
Morris and Company's mare, which 
amounted to 50,000 livres, or 2187I. 
1 os. fterling, and has fince been re- 
paid with intereft, by remittances 
made from this country for that pur- 
pofe. I always underftood Mr. 
Deane's mare to have been the fame, 
and circumftanced in the like man- 
ner. 

The third and laft concern, was 
as follows : I propofed to Mr. Deane 
and fome other friends, to fit out a 
privateer to cruize on the Britifh 
p-ade. To pay for my fhare, J (hip- 
ped eighty-fix hogfhcads of tobacco 
«n board the ihip in which the in- 



tended Captain of the privateer went 
paflenger.to France. ^V French gen- 
tleman of rank and confequence in 
Paris adopted this plan, and under- 
took to have it executed ; but by the 
mifmanagement and viliainy of fome 
of the agents he employed, it was 
rendered abortive, and the parties 
concerned loll abqqt one thoufand 
pounds fterling in; charges and ex,- 
pences. What (hare Mr. Deane held 
in this adventure, or whether any, 
I really do not know. Thefe, are all 
jhe mercantile connections or con- 
cerns I had with Mr. Deane while 
he was in France, and the two firjl 
took place whilft he acted as Com- 
mercial Agent. 

Whether in confequence of my 
good opinion of Mr. Deane as a man 
of honour and integrity, I have beea 
led to form any and what new con- 
cerns with him fince his arrival here, 
is a matter which the public are no 
ways interested to know. 

The exprefs charge againft me in 
the publication of the <jth inftant, is 
in thefe words : " Hitherto our 
whole anxiety has been abforbed in 
the means for fupporting our Inde- 
pendence, and : we have paid but 
little attention to the expenditure of 
money; yet we fee it daily depre- 
ciating, and how mould it be oxher- 
wife,: when fo few t public accounts 
are fettled, an£ new emiflions conti- 
nually going on ?, I will venture to 
mention one circujjiitance, which I 
hope will be fufficient to awaken the 
attention of the public to this fubject. 
Jn October, 1777,- fome* books of the 
Commercial Committee, in which, 
among other things, were kept the 
accounts of Mr.* Thomas Morris, 
appointed a Commercial Agent in 
France, were. by Mr. Robert Morris's 
requeft taken into, his poilefiion to be 
fettled, behaving obtained from the 
Council of this State* fix months 
leave of abfence from Cpngrefs, to 
fettle his affairs. In February fol- 
lowing thefe books were called for 
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by Congrefs % but not being com- 
pleted, were not delivered. In Sep- 
tember, 1778, Mr. Morris returned 
them to Congrefs in, or nearly in, 
the fame unfettled ftate he took 
them, 'which, with the death of Mr. 
Thomas Morris, may probably in- 
volve thofe accounts in further em- 
barraffment. The amount of expen- 
ditures on thofe books is considerably 
above two millions of dollars;" 

I (hall now give* the true ftate of 
thefe matters. — My leave of abfence 
from Congreft was obtained from the 
Supreme Executive Council at Lan- 
cafter, the nth day of November, 
1777, and bears that date. I re- 
turned to Congrefs, and on the 28 th 
of November, informed them of my 
leave of abfence obtained to fettle 
the affairs of the late houfe of Wil- 
ling, Morris and Co. as well as my 
own ; and as fome leifure time might 
occur, I offered in full Congrefs to 
take home the books of the Secret 
Committee, which were then unem- 
ployed, and devote what time I could 
fpare to them. The offer was ac- 
cepted by general confent, although 
no refolution was entered, it being 
unneceffary. The day I left Con- 
grefs, I was appointed on a Com- 
mittee to repair to Head-Quarters, 
from whence I did not return to 
Manheim, then my place of refidence, 
until the 14th or 15th day of De- 
cember, at which time the books 
were not arrived, nor did they reach 
me until the latter end of that month. 
I deny that Congrefs called on me 
for thofe books in February, but early 
in that month 1 was informed that 
fome matters to my prejudice had 
been infinuated by a Member in 
Congreis refpecling ihefe books, 
whereupon I wrote a letter, dated the 
8th of February, 1778, to the Com- 
mercial Committee, (who then had 
the direction of them) complaining 
of the injury, and offering to return 
them, and received an anfwer, dated 
the rift of February, containing the 



following claufe : €€ We laid thU 
letter (meaning mine of the 8th) 
before Congrefs, who defired us to 
inform you, that they would haver 
you ftill keep the books in your 
poffeffion, and fettle them as foon aa 
you could." Accordingly I retained 
them, and until they were re-deH*- 
vered, employed on them thelittle 
leifure which remained from my 
private avocations, and the many % 
interruptions occafiotied by public 
buftnefs, which pnrfoed me in my 
retirement, and many times obKge"d 
me to vifit York-town, each vifit 
taking up from four to fix days. 

In the beginning of June, I went 
> to camp, at Valley-Forge, and re- 
mained there untiK the evacuation of 
this city ; after a week's ftay here, I 
returned to Manheim, to bring down 
my family and effects. I was again 
in Philadelphia the 4th day of July, 
the anniverfary of our glorious Inde- 
pendence, and in the courfe of a 
week or ten days, my effects, and 
with them the books in queftion, 
came down and remained unopened 
until I delivered them to the Clerk 
of the Commercial Committee, which 
I think was in that month, July. 
Thus it appears* that inftead of 
having thefe books to work in from 
October, 1777, 10 September, \yyS; 
it was in my power to do fo only 
from the latter end of December, 
1777, to the firft of June, 1778; 
and although but little of that time 
couM pofiibly be devoted to them, 
they were far from being returned in 
the fame or nearly the fame unfettled 
ftate they were received ; on the con- 
trary, thefe books will (hew that I 
fettled a number of accounts, the 
entries being made with my own 
hands in the wafte-book, and then 
journalized and polled by my clerks', 
until the ledger was filled, and nd 
room to open any more accounts in 
it. I fent to Lancafter to procure ** 
paper of the fame iize, to be fewed 
into that book, that I might go on, 

but 
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but none fuitable could be got,, and 
I was obliged to (lop. - 

Mr. Thomas Morris's papers were 
feized on his death in France by the 
King's officers, according -to the 
cuftom in that country; they were 
afterwards delivered to and kept by 
the American Commiflioners, until 
orders fhonld appear refpecting them 
from hence. I applied to Congrefs 
for an order to have them delivered 
to my Agent, and though at thac 
time ignorant of the ftate of his ac- 
counts, I pledged myfelf to Congrefs, 
Although no ways bound to do fo, 
that I would pay any balance that 
might be due from him to the pub* 
lie. Thefe papers I have not yet 
received, nor do I know whether the 
order for them has reached my Agent's 
hands ; but the houfe at Nantes, who, 
under my brother's direction, trans- 
acted all his bufinefs, nave rendered 
full, and I am told, clear accounts 
of all the public concerns to the Com- 
mercial Committee, fo that there is 
no embarraflment that 1 know of; 
and 'inftead of his being a debtor, 
the balaifce is in favour of that houfe, 
50,380 livres,' 2 fous, 9 deniers, or 
about 22041. as. 6d. fterling, which 
they flopped from monies of Willing, 
Morris and Company, in their hands, 
and have empowered me to receive 
the fame from Congrefs. 

By the manner of mentioning that 
the amount of expenditures on the 
Committee Books is confiderably 
above two millions of dollars, fome 
people may be led to imagine, that I 
Sand accountable for tharfum— The 
fact is thus >— the accounts in thefe 
books are kept by double entry, and 
the Treafurer and Auditor are cre- 
dited for all die monies drawn from 
them by the Committee ; thofe who 
received are charged, and accountable 
for what they did receive. Many 
gentlemen from New-Hampftrire to 
Georgia entered into contracts for 
procuring fuppliea, on which they 
received part of this* money, for 

Vol.VU. - .. , 



which they have accounted or are td 
account, and in like manner is my 
late houfe and myfelf to account 
for all monies by diem and me re- 
ceived. 

Twice I have fettled .Willing* 
Morris and Company's accounts with 
the Secret Committee, and the entries 
thereof are in their books. The laft 
was clofed in May, 1778, with a 
balance in favour of the former * 
There are, it is true, many things 
yet to be fettled. I have made out 
a ftate of them, and would moft 
gladly make a final Settlement, if 
practicable : that cannot now be 
done, becaufe fome account, fales 
and accounts current are not yet 
received from Europe, and many 
articles of goods, which are finally 
to be articles of thefe accounts, have 
been, by inevitable accidents, lodged 
in the Weft-Indies, and muft be car* 
ried to account, in different ways^ on 
the condngency of their fafe arrival 
within the United States. On the 
beft computation I can make of all 
the depending accounts my late houfe 
and myfelf have with the continent* 
it clearly appears, that a confiderable 
balance is due to us, and I (hall 
either make a fpeedy fettlement, or 
if circumftances continue to keep 
that out of my power, I will lay be* 
fore Congrefs a full ftate and clear 
eftimate of thefe dependencies, when: 
I doubt not, they will do ample 
juftke to my character* 

Out of refpect to the ppblic* with 
which I wifh to ftand as fair as my 
real conduct and character deferve, I 
muft add, that fo far have I been 
from protracting the fettlement of 
public accounts, that I have* on all 
occasions, promoted fuch fet dements, 
ancf all meafures that tended thereto* 
In November, 1777, before I left 
Congrefs at York -town, I drew a 
report from the Commercial Com- 
mittee, for eftabliftnng a Board of 
Commiffioaers to manage the public 
commerce, and, of courfc, to fetde 
. Ddd thoft 
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the-fe accounts, urging that it was 
impoffibla for Members of Congrefs, 
if ever Co well acquainted with bu- 
finefs, to attend the Houfe and do 
that duty. I preyed this frequently ; 
but the report meeting with fonie 
oppofition, remains to this day unde- 
termined on. 

After joining Congrefs again in 
\ this city, I moved that the Members 
of the Secret Committee, who were 
fhen Members of Congrefs, might, 
f as being moft competent, be re. 
appointed a Committee to finifh the 
fettlemeut of their, accounts, which 
was agreed ; but thofe Members being 
much engaged in other bufmefs, 
could not attend, arid therefore, with 
the concurrence of one of them that 
did attend, I hired an accbmpttnt to 
work on their boo'ks, which he did 
until flopped by ficknefs in the firft 
JnftahCe, and when he returned to 
ihe : buunefs, he was difcharged by a 
Member of the new appointed Com- 
mercial Committee, who, ,1 under- 
hand, have undertaken to finifh the 
fettlement of thefe accounts. 

I will only add, that it is in'my 
power to prove, by papers in my 
poflemon, papers and records in the 
public offices, or by living witnefles 
of unqueftionahle characler, every 
fait and circumfbuice that I have 
laid before the public. 

Robert Moaais* 

Philadelphia ' 
January 7, 1 7 79. 

, ■ * 

Common Sense to the Public. 

The appearance of an addrefs 
ligned Robert Morris, has occafioned 
ine to renew t!he fubjeel, by offering 
fome neceflary remarks on that per* 
formance. 

It is cuftomary with writers to 
make apologies to the public for the 
frequency of their publications:; bat 
I beg to have it well underftood, 
that any fuch apology from me would 
be an affront to them. It is their 
cauie, n9t mint, that J am and have 



all this while been pleading; and as 
I ought not to fuppofe any unwilling- 
nefs in the public to be informed of 
matters, which is their intereft to* 
know, fo I ought not to fuppofe it 
neceflary in me to apologize to them 
for doing an a& of duty and juflice. 

The public will pleafe to remem- 
ber, that in Mr. Duniap's paper of 
December ti 4 in which the piec» 
figned Plain Truth made its illegiti- 
mate appearance, there was likewiffe 
publifhed in the fame paper, a mort 
piece of mine, figned Common 
$c*fc, in which, fpeaklng of the 
uproar raifed to fupport Mr. Deane, 
1 ufed thefe words, " / believe the 
whole affair to be an inflammatory 
bubble* throw* among the public* u 
anfwer both a mercantile end, and 4 
private, pique?* arid in the paper of 
the xd inltant J have likewife faid ft 
** The uncommon fury that has been 
fpread to fupport Mr. Deane if not 
altogether for bh.fake," and in the 
fame paper, fpeaking of a fdpppfed 
mercantile connection, between Mr, 
Deane and other parties, then un- 
known, I again faid, " It would fuit 
ibeir plan exceeding well to have Mr* 
Deane appointed Ambaffador to Hol- 
land, becaufe fo fituatid* he would 
become :a convenient partner in trade* 
or a vfeful fa&or" \ 

It mult, 1 think, appear clear to 
die public, that among other •bjefts* 
I have been endeavouring, by occa- 
fioaal all anon s, for thefe three weeks 
pall, to fb/ce but the very evidence 
that Mr. Morris has produced; and 
though I could have given a larger 
hiftory of* tnrccnafhmces than that 
gentleman has ddne, or had any 
obligation to do, yet ^as the account 
given by him comes frdm a confefTed 
private partnerflwp between a Dele- 
gate in Congrefs and a fervant -of 
that h6ufa, in the character bf a 
Commercial Agent, it is fully ftrfE- 
cient to all the public purpofes to 
which I mean to apply it; and it 
being therefore accdlcfs for me t* 
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feek any farther proofs, I fliall now 
proceed to offer my remarks ihereon. 
" Mr. Morris acknowledges to have 
had three private mercantile contracts 
with Mr. Deane, while himfelf was a 
Delegate. Two of thofe contracts, 
he fays, were made while Mr. Deane 
acted as Commercial Agent; the 
other, therefore, muft be after Mr. 
Deane was advanced to a Com- 
miffioner. To what a degree of cor- 
ruption muft we fink, if our Dele- 
gates and AmbafTadors are to be 
admitted to carry on a private part- 
ner/hip in trade? Why riot as well 
go halves with every Quarter-mafter 
and Commiflary in the army? No 
wonder if our Congrefs mould lofe 
its vigour, or that the remains of 
public fpirit mould ftruggle without 
eifect. No wonder that Mr. Deane 
mould be fo violently fupported by 
Members of that Houfe, and that 
myfelf, who have been labouring to 



what mercantile connection! any of 
their late or preferit Delegates have' 
had, or now have, with Mr. Deane, 
and that a precedent might not btr 
wanting, it is important that this 
State, Ptnnjylvania, Jhauld begin ." 

Mr, Morris feems to deny their 
having fuch a right'; and I perfectly 
agree with him,- that they haw na 
fuch right, and can afTume no fuch 
power, over Mr. Morris, Mr. Dearie, 
or any other perfbns, as private gen- 
tlemen. But I hope Mr. Morris 
will allow, that no fuch connection 
ought to be formed between himfelf, 
while a Member of Congrefs, and 
Mr. Deane, while a Commercial 
Agent, accountable for his conduct 
to that Congrefs, of which Mr. Mbr* 
ris then fat as a Member ; and that 
any fuch connection, as it may deeply 
afteft the intereft of the whole United 
States, is a proper object of enquiry 
to the ftate he reprefents or has re- 



Am out and prove this partnerfhip prefented ; for though no law is in 
offence fo dangerous to the common Deing to make it punifhible, yet thf 
good, fhould, in the interim, be 
made the object of daily abufe. I 
have very little doubt but that the 
real Mr. Plain Truth is another of 
the connection in fome ftile or de- 
gree ; and that the chain is more 
extenfive than I cjpofe to exprefs my 
belief. The difplacing the Honour- 
able Arthur and William Lee would 
have opened a field to a ftill greater 
extenfion, and as that had enlarged, 
the circle of public fpirit muft have 
lefTened. 

Mr. Morris fays in his addrefs, 
" That he does not conceive that 
the State he lives in has any right or 
inclination to enquire into what mer- 
cantile connections he has had, or 
now has, with Mr. Deane." Mr* 
Morris aflerts this as a reply to the 
following a paragraph of mine, which 
he has quoted from Mr. Dunlap's 
paper of December 31ft, viz. 

" I wifh in this place to ftep a 
moment from* the floor of office, and 
prefs it on every State to enquire 



tendency of it makes it dangerous, 
and the inconfiftency of it renders it 
cenfurable. 

Mr, Morris fays, " If Mr* Dtant 
bmd amy commerce that iva* iricon- 
fificnt with his public ftatien,' he muft 
anfwer for it.'* So likewife muft 
Mr. Morris, and if it was cenfurable 
in Mr. Deane to carry on fuch a 
commerce while he was a Commer- 
cial Agent, it is equally as cenfurable 
in Mr\ Morris to be concerned in it 
while a Delegate. Such a connection 
unfits the I}elegate for his duty in 
Congrefs, by making him a partner 
with the fervant over whofe" conduct 
he fits as one of his judges ; juid the 
lofles or advantages attending fuch a 
traffic, on the part of the Agent, 
tempts him to an undue freedom 
with public money and public 
credit. 

Is it right that Mr. Deane, a 
fervant of Congrefs, fhould fit as a 
Member of that Houfe, when his own 
conduct was before the Houfe for 
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j«dgment? Certainly not* But the 
iuttreft of Mr. Deane has fat there 
in the perfon of hi* partner, Mr. 
Robert Morris, who, at the fame 
time that he reprefented this State, 
reprefented likewife the partnerfhip 
in trade. Only let this doclrine of 
Mr. Morris's take" place, and the 
confequences will be fatal both to 
public intereft and public honour. 
By the fame right that one Delegate 
may enter into a private commercial 
partnerfhip with any Agent, Com- 
miffioner, or Ambaffador, every De- 
legate may do the fame ; and if only 
a majority of Congrefs mould form 
fuch a company, fuch Agents, Com- 
iniffioners, or Ambafladors, will 
always find fupport and protection in 
Congrefs. even in the abufe of their 
trurt and office.— rBefides which, it 
is an infringement upon the general 
freedom of trade, as fuch perfons or 
companies, by having always the 
public monies in their hands, and 
public credit ro fport with and fup- 
port them, will poflefi unfair ad- 
vantages over every other private 
merchant and trader. 

One of thofe advantages is, that 
he or they will be enabled to carry 
on trade without employing their 
own money, which laying by that 
means at intereft, is more than equal 
to an infurance in times of peace, 
and a great abatement of it in time 
of war, and confequentJy, the public 
always pays the wholp of the in- 
furance in the one cafe, and a great 
part of it in the other. 

But fuppofe the partnerfhip of 
fuch Delegates and Ambafladors 
Should break, or meet with Iofles 
they cannot fuftain, on whom then 
will the burden of bankruptcy fall? 

Mr. Morris having declared what 
his former mercantile conneclions 
with Mr. Dcane have been, proceeds 
to fay, that «f Whether in confer 
fluence of his good opinion of Mr. 
X>eanc, as a man of honour and 
WSgW* he has been led (p form, 



any, and what new concerns with 
him fince his arrival here, is a matter ' 
which the public are no way* ia« 
tereiled to know.'* 

They certainly have no right to 
know, on the part of Mr. Morris, 
as he is. not now a Member of Con-? 
grefs (having ferved out the full time 
limitted by the Conftitution of this 
State) neither have they any right to> 
know on the part of Mr. Deane, 
while he remains a private character. 
But if Mr, Dcane has formed a chain 
of mercantile conneclions here, it is 
a very good reafon why he mould 
not be appointed an Ambaflador to 
Holland, or elfewhere ; becaufe fo 
fituated and circumftanced, the au- 
thority of America would be dif- 
g raced, and her intereft endangered, 
y his becoming a "partner" with, 
Qr a '« fa8or" to, the company. 
And this brings me to and eilablifhes 
the declaration I firft fet out with, 
viz. that the uproar to fupport Mr. 
Deane, was " an inflammatory bubble 
thrown among the public tfi *nf<wtr 
both a mercantile and a privalt 
pique. 1 * 

One of the objections advanced 
againfl the Hon. Arthur and William 
Lee was, that the* had two brothers 
in Congrefs* I thmjc it a very great 
honour tp all thofe gentlemen, and 
an i art a nee moil rarely feen, that 
thofe fame four brothers have, from 
the firit beginning, been moil uni- 
form Whigs. The principle of not 
;n veiling tpo many nonourg in any 
one family, is a very good one, and 
ought always tp have its weight ; but 
it is barbarous and cruel to attempt 
to make a crime of that, which is a 
credit. 

Brothers are but aukward ad- 
vocates for each other ; hecaufe the 
natural connection being feen and 
known, they fpeafc and ad under 
the difadvantage of being fuppofed 
to be prepoflefled ; the open rekr 
tionfhip, therefore, is nothing fo 
4an§erous as a private mercantile 
cpimefliQg 
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connexion between Delegates and 
Ambafladors ; becaufe fuch con- 
nections bias , or buy «/, if you pleafe, 
and is covered and in the dark. And 
the interefl of the Delegate being 
thus tied by a fecret unfeen cord to 
the Agent, affords the former the 
iplendid opportunity of appearing to 
defend the latter from principle, 
whereas it is from intereft. 

The bafle with which I was obliged 
to conclude my laft piece, pfevented 
jny taking that proper leave I wifhed 
to do. In the courfe of my hte pub- 
lications, I have had no other object 
in view than to ferve the public from 
being mifled and made fools of by 
Mr, ueane's fpecious addrefs of De- 
cember 5. In the courfe of my late 
publications, J have given them 
fome ufeful information, and feveral 
agreeable and interefting anecdotes ; 
for of what ufe is my office to me, 
if I can make nc; good ufe of it ? 
The pains I have taken, and the 
trouble I have undergone, in this aft 
of public duty, have been very con- 
siderable, I have met with much 
oppofition from various quarters. 
Some have mifunderftood me, others 
have mifreprefented me, but the far 
greater part were thofe whofe private 
interefts or unwarrantable connections 
were in danger of being brought to 
light thereby, and I now leave the 
public to judge whether, or not, J 
have acled in behalf of their intereft 
or againft it, and with that (jueftion 
I take my leave. 

Common Sense. 
Philadelphia, 
January 11, 1779. 

To the P u B L I c. 

I informed my countrymen and 
fellow-citizens on the 7th of Decem- 
ber laft, that Congrefs had refolved 
to hear me, and that I did not at 
that time conjider myfelf at liberty 
\o addrefs them further. 

J have now to inform, them, tMt 
I have been heard by that honourable 
body, a^d have laid before the« 3 



narrative of my tranfaftions, as their 
Agent and Minifter in Europe, and 
that I attend their decifion on my 
conduct. Nothing which Mr. Payne 
has publifhed could have induced me 
to alter my refolution to remain ft- 
lent, until the determination of Con* 
grefs mould be known, had he not 
in his wanton madnefs for abufe, in- 
vective and mifreprefenttibn, ven- 
tured to (bate the affair of the fup- 
plies, which were procured by me in 
France, in a manner totally con- 
trary to the truth, and highly inju- 
rious to thefe States, as well as to 
the juftice, honour, and dignity of 
the Court of France. He has ftf* 
ferted and laboured to prove, that 
thofe fupplies were not a commer- 
cial 1 concern, but a prefent, and that 
this prefent was made previous to ray 
arrival in France. 1 mail content 
myfelf at prefent, with alluring the 
public, that this is a falsehood in 
every part of it, and that Congrcfs 
have long fince had the fulleft proofs 
laid before them of what I now aiTerr* 
which proofs flull at a proper time 
be laid oefore the public. 

I cannot condefcend to follow this 
writer into that labyrinth of invec- 
tive and falsehoods, iato which he 
endeavours to lead the public judg- 
ment ; but as hirlwld affertions and 
pretentions to State fecrets may 1m- 
pofe on perfons unacquainted with 
his character, I beg leave to lay be- 
fore the public, the following out of 
the many falfehoods, with which hia 
publications teem: 

With a view to leffen the public 
opinion of the effects of my exer-> 
tions in the fervice of my country, 
he fays, «' that <we might not attri- 
bute too much to human or auxiliary 
aid, Jo unfortunate were thofe fupplies, 
that only one jhip out of the three ar- 
rived ; the Mercury and Sienefell into 
the hands of the enemy." 

The fact is thus ; eight fhips failed 
from France, with thofe fupplies, 
viz. The Amphitrite, the Seine,*the 
Mejrcurc, the Thcrefe, the Amelia, 
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the Marie Catherine, . the Mere 
Boobie, and the Flammand. Of thefe 
eight veflels, with fupplies of artil- 
lery, cloathing, and warlike flares, 
to the amount of about four million 
•f livres, one only fell into the hands 
of the enemy ; the vSeine, on account 
of the featbn of the year, went to 
Martinico, inftead of venturing on 
this coafr, as I had ordered it, and, 
after delivering a capital part of her 
cargo to Mr. Bingham, Agent for 
Congrefs, was taken by the enemy 
with the remainder, on her paiTage 
from that ifland to thefe States. 

S. Deane. 

J^. B. A livre is nearly equal to 
ten -pence half-penny ilerling. 
Philadelphia, 

January 1 1, 1779. 

To Mr. Deani, 
I difcovered the miflake refpecl- 
Ing the Mercury too late to correct 
it ; but as it was a circumstance no 
ways interefted with the matter in. 
queftion, I omitted doing it till I 
could get the particulars when and 
where the arrived, and wrote to a 
gentleman for that information, it 
being a branch that does not belong 
to this office. You have corrected 
it for me, and affixed to it the name 
of a " falfehood" As whatever is 
not true muft be falfe, however im- 
material, therefore you have a right 
to give it that name. 

I was fomewhat curious to fee what 
ufe you would make of it ; for if 
you picked that out from all the reft, 
it would mow that you were very 
hard fet, notwithfianding my reply 
ha* been extenfive and my allegati- 
ons numerous. 

Having thus fubm;tted to be fet 
right by Mr. Deane, I hope he will 
fubmit to be fet right by me. I 
have never laboured to prove that the 
fupplies tveteor are a prefent* On 
the contrary, I believe we are got 
too fond of buying and felling, to 
receive a freftnt for, the public whsa 



there Is nothing to be got by it our- 
felvcs — The Agent's profit is to pur- 
chafe, not to receive. 

That there was a difpofition in the 
gentlemen of France to have made 
America a very handfome prefent, is 
what I have a juftifiable authority 
for faying; and I was unwilling 
thefe gentlemen mould lofe the ho* 
nour of their good intentions, by Mr. 
Deane's monopolizing the whole me* 
rit of procuring thefe fupplies to him- 
felf. Though I am certain that no 
man, not even an enemy, will accu/e 
me of perfonal covetoufnefs, yet I 
have a great deal of what may be- 
called public covetoufnefs, and from 
that motive, among others, I ftncerely 
wifh Mr. Deane had never gone to 
France. 

Mr. Plain Truth fpeaks of Mr, 
Deane as if he had difcovered a mine 
from whence he drew thoie (lores, 
which nobody before knew of; where* 
as he received information of it from 
this city. " We make no doubt but you 
have bee ft made acquainted with the 
negotiations ofM. H. — , and in confe* 
qnence thereof, <we conclude that you 
will be at no fofs," In fhort, Sir, 
the matter was in France before you 
were there, and your giving out any 
other ftory is wandering from the 
fact. I can trace it myfelf to the 
2iil of December, 1775, and that 
not as fome have fuppofed, a national 
or Court affair, but a private though 
extenfive a£l of friendmip. 

Common Sense,. 

January 15, 1779, 

Far /£* Remembrancer, 
We have at laft triumphed over 
our enemies, and thereby fecured 
the independence of our country. We 
Tiave crofled the red fea of a bloody 
war, and have beheld hods of our 
enemies fwallowed up behind us. 
But the great bufinefs of eftabliihing 
our liberties is vet to begin. We 
have a wildernefs before us, bent with 
dangers and difficulties, through 
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which we mull pafs before we arrive 
at the land of promife. It becomes 
us, therefore, to beware of loitering 
on the fea- coaft, or of fetring up 
idols like thofe we left behind us, 
left the fame calamities mould befal 
ys which befell the children of Ifrael. 
Through Divine goodnefs, we have 
nothing now to fear from our Bririfti 
or Tory enemies* Their rage and 
machinations are now at an end.-«- 
It becomes us, therefore, to be jealous 
only of ourfelves. The feeds of- ty- 
ranny and flavery are fowed in hu- 
man nature* — They exifted in the 
celebrated patriots of Rome and 
Athens. — They exifted in the pa- 
triots who placed the Hanover family 
upon the throne : hence, Trenchard 
informs us, that the Whigs in Eng- 
land, while they were in power, 
were always Tories ; while the Tories, 
who were out of power, were always 
Whigs. , The feptennial Parliaments 
in Britain* with all that fyftem of 
corruption which has finally difmem- 
bered and ruined the Britifh empire, 
were originally introduced by the 
Whigs: their motives for fome of 
their arbitrary meafures were good ; 
but they have taught us, that the 
beft motives and ends can ney^er 
fanclify unjuft means in obtaining 
them. 

Having eftablifhed this funda- 
mental maxim, that human nature is 
the fame in alj countries and in all 
parties', with refpect to tyranny and 
flavery, I go on to obferve, that in 
all countries, men entrufted with 
yower, have (hewn a difpofition to 
abufe it: it is immaterial whether 
this power is hereditary ? or derived 
from the fuffrages of a free people. 
I do not mean to leifen the refpect 
that is due to rulers, far from it ; 
but I infill upon it, that rulers mould 
be watched : like beads of prey that 
have been tamed. Private integrity 
is no barrier againft the infinuations 
of unjuft power in Iegiflators ; nor is 
a ^enfold portion of Whigifm, or 



even the reftraints of religion, fuffi* 
cient checks upon a difpofition ren- 
dered arbitrary by power: nothing, 
but the fear of the peeple> can keep 
rulers upright for any length of time : 
no magiftrate ever dared to become a 
tyrant, while the people were vigi- 
lant and jealous of tbei& liberties. 
Popular fecurity, and a miftaken or 
an idolatrous confidence in the wif- 
dom or goodnefs of rulers, mult 
always pave the Way for tyranny. 
Good men inj>ower fometimes prove 
dangerous to a State, by lulling it 
into fecurity. Yes, there are «' Vir- 
tues" (as Addifon fays) that " undo 
a country." The amiable and vir- 
tuous Pompey prepared the people of 
Rome for the tyranny of Csefar. 
The political happineis and mifery 
of a nation depends entirely upon 
ttfelf. A people cannot be enflaved 
without their own confent. Julius 
Caefar found the people of Rome 
with collars about their necks, and 
even Oliver Cromwell would not 
have dared, perhaps would not have 
thought of, overthrowing the liberties 
of his country, had he not found the 
people of England fo much fa fciuated 
with the luftre of his military cha r 
racier and exploits, is to prefer the 
pomp of his Protedtorfhip to a go- 
vernment, by a Parliament compofed 
of a fet of pfalm-finging republicans, 
who were, in other refpects, fome of 
the firft men that ever lived on the 
face of the earth. It is unjuft then 
to declaim againft tyrants, They are 
criminal only in a fecond degree. 
The folly, the ignorance, the ftu- 
pidity, and the Ijafenefs of the people 
ihould be the principal fubjecls of 
our refentment, whenever we talk 
of the ravages of tyranny, or the 
evils which flavery has brought upon 
human nature, h is a fa#, that 
every nation is as free as it deferves 
to be. The nations of Europe do 
not deferve our pity. They are in 
love with their chains. Like certain 
animals, they can fee only in the 
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dark, A tlimpfe of the fun of li- 

berty would blind them. 

A Cbhtiril. 
[Pennjylvenia JouruaL\ 



For the Remembrancer. 

jffuppofe A? KtAHihl of apropoftd 
Act for the gradual Abolition 
of Slavery. 

When we contemplate our abhor- 
rence of that (late, to which the 
arms and tyranny of Great-Britain 
were exerted to reduce us. When 
we look back on the variety of dan- 
gers to which we have been expofed, 
and how miraculouflyour wants have 
in many inHances been fupplied, and 
our deliverances wrought. When 
even hope and human fortitude 
became unequal to' the conflict, 
we cannot but be led to a ferious 
and grateful fenfe of the hie/T- 
ings we have received from the hand 
of that being from whom every good 
and perfect gift cometh, Imprefled 
with thefe ideas, we conceive it to 
be our duty, and rejoice that it is in 
our power to extend a portion of that 
freedom to others, which he hath 
extended to as, and a relcafe from 
that Hate of thraldom to which we 
ourfelves were tyrannically doomed, 
and from which we have every 
profpedt of being happily deli- 
vered. 

It is not for us to enquire into 
the reafons why, in the creation of 
mankind, the inhabitants of the fe- 
VeraJ parts of the earth, were dif-' 
tinguifhed by a difference of feature 
or complexion. lt»is fufticient to 
know, that all are the work of one 
Almighty hand. We fee in the dif* 
tribution of mankind, that the xnoft 
fertile qs well as barren parts of the 
earth, are inhabited by men of dif- 
ferent complexions with ourfelves, 
from whence we may reafonably as 
well as religioufly infer, that he who 
placed them there, bellowed on them 



equally with others a portion of his 
care and protection, and that it be- 
cometh not us to counteract his mer- 
cies. 

We efteem it a particular bleffing 
granted to us, that he hath enabled 
us at this day, to add one more ftep 
towards univerfal civilization, by 
leflening the forrows of thofe who 
have hitherto lived in undeferved 
bondage; and from which, by the 
aflumed authority of the Kings of 
Britain, no effectual legal relief could 
be obtained. 

\ Weaned by a long courfe of ex- 
perience from thofe narrow prejudices 
and partialities we had imbibed, we 
find our hearts enlarged with kindnef* 
and benevolence towards men of alf 
nations and conditions, and at this , 
period conceive ourfelves extraordi- 
narily called upon by the bleffings 
We have received, to manifeU the 
/incerity of our profeffion, and to 
give fome effectual token of our gra- * 
titude. And Whereas the condition 
of the perfons of thofe who haver 
hitherto been denominated negro arid 
mulatto Haves, has been attended t 
with circuxnftances that not only un - 
juftly deprived them of the common 
bleflings to which they were by na- 
ture intitled, but to caft them into 
thofe deep afflictions of heart, by an 
unnatural reparation and fale of their 
perfons from each other^ and of the 
perfons of their children, which can 
only be conceived by fuppofing our- 
felves in the fame fituation. 

In juftice, therefore, to perfons {o 
unhappily circumftanced, and who, 
by having no profpect before them, 
whereon they may reft their forrows 
or their hopes, have no natural in- 
ducement to render that fervice to 
fociety they might otherwife do; and 
in grateful commemoration of our 
own happy deliverance from that 
ftate of unconditional fubmijfion to 
which we were doomed by the 
tyranny of Great Britain ;—— Be it 
enacted, &c> That from and after 

4* 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 29$ ) 



the* 4th July, tfy6, (the glorious 
seta of Independence and Liberty 
to America) all male and female chil- 
dren born* &c. 
[Penn/yhattia JturHaW\ 

Philadelphia, January 1 4. 
. lSxtra&s of a Uttt? frdm good authority 

at the Hague, dated the Jtb §f Sep* 

t ember loft. 

" In Holland the augmentation 
•f the land army is propofed at the 
meeting of every aftemby* and each 
time flatly refufed by the' city of 
Amiterdann The advice of this city 
peremptorily oppofed to that of the 
body of nobility, has jufl been pre- 
fented as its ultimatum, to be inferted 
in the afts of the Republic. It is a 
mailer piece of %t folio pages, which 
' takes up the whole Hate of the Re- 
public, and 'points every part to its 
true intereft. America u therein 
gnentioned. 

" The merchants here are very 
touch diflktisfied, and complain bit- 
terly that the Republic's fquadrons 
are fent far from their home, to cruize 
in a ufeleft manner in the Medi- 
terranean, and to the weftward, fo 
that the Enelifli can plunder and 
feize at pleasure their merchantmen 
in the channel and in the North Sea. 
Finding the protection they have a 
right to expect from the State fo in- 
efficacious, thofe of Amilerdam have 
voluntarily irapofed on themselves 
double tonnage and poundage*: the 
fum raifed by this impofition is em- 
ployed in fitting out of fourteen Or 
fifteen men of war, whofe deftination 
is to protect the commerce in thofe 
feas» 

" France has communicated to 
the Republic the firft article of the 
regulation, which you will fee in the 
Gazette of Leyden of the 14th of 
Auguft ; in order that French goods 
on board of their (hips may be rc- 
fpefted by the Englifh, that other- 
ways all Englifh goods will be feized. 
This is enough to give you a general 

Vol, VtU 



idea of the fermentation In which 
things are here. 

41 I am informed from the bed 
authority, that the Chamber of Com- 
merce at Picardy has advifeii the 
Republic, by its Ambaflador at 
Paris, that if they do not provide 
for the fecurity of their flag, their 
coafters, who fail from one wpart 
of France to the other, can be no 
more employed. The cities who in 
the Provincial Aflembly of Holland, 
accede to the votes of Amfterdam, 
or who are nearly in fen rim en t$ with 
them, are the following,— —Harlem, 
Don, Delft, Gouda. 

■«« t felicitate, with all my f<M, 
Pennfylvania and the Jerfeys on their 
happy deliverance; and I pray to 
God that New-York and Rhode- 
Ifland may fpeedily enjoy the fame 
felicity. 

The following h tranjlatttt from tht 

Leyden Gazetti. 

Paris, Auguft 7. 

The King having ordered a repre* 
fentation to t>e made to him of the 
ancient regulations concerning the 
navigation of neutral veflels during 
a war, his Majefty has judged pro- 
per to renew their difpofitions, and 
to add to them thofe which have 
appeared to him the moft proper to 
preferve the rights of neutral powers, 
and the interefls. of their fubjects, 
without, neverthelefs, authorizing any 
abufe which might be made with their 
flag. And, in confequence, his Ma- 
jefty hath ordered, and does order* 
what follows, viz. 

Article 1 . His Majeftjr forbids all 
armed veflels to flop or conduit into 
the ports of this his kingdom, fhips 
belonging to neutral powers, even 
when they have failed from or bound 
to an enemy's ports, excepted how- 
ever thofe who carry fuccours to placea 
blockaded, inverted or belieged. In. 
regard to neutral mips, loaded with 
contraband goods aeftined for the 
enemy, they may be flopped, and the 
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foods feized an4.£Onnfcaied, but the 
veffelsand the overplus of their cargo 
lhall be released, unlefs the faid con- 
, traband goods fhould amount to 
three fourths of the value of the car- 
go, in which cafe the whole, value 
of the ihip and cargo fhall be cohfif- 
eated. His Majerty, however, ,xe- 
fenys to himfelf to revoke the liberty 
granted by the piefeot article, if the 
powers at enmity do not grant the 
fame within the foace of fix months 
from the day of the publication of 
thefe orefents. ( ' 

Article z. The mailers of neutral 
veflels fhall be held tp juftify at Tea 
thtir neutral property by paflports, 
bills of ladings invoices and .flthtr 
ihip papers, 6ne of which at leaA 
ihall prove the neutral property; or 
contain a precife enumeration of it. 
And as to charter parties and oth^r 
papers which ihould not happen to 
be figoed, his Majefty ordains, that 
they be regarded as null and of no 
•ffecl. 

Article 3, All" veflels taken* of 
whatfoever nation . they be, neutral 
or allies, if it ihall be proved they 
have thrown any pajpers over board, 
or otherways 'fuppreflfed or made 
away with them* they and their 
cargoes fhall be declared good prizes, 
on the fingle proof of papers having 
been thrown over board, without any 
need of examining what thofe papers 
were, by whom they \ve/e thrown 
away, or whether or no fufficiency 
remains on board to juflify that the 
fhip and cargo belonged to friends or 
allies. 

Article 4. A paifport, or permit, 
Ihall ferve only for .one voyage, and 
fhall be reputed null, if it be proved 
that the veffel for which it was 
granted was not at the very time of 
its delivery in any of the ports of the 
Prince who granted it. 

Article 5. No regard fhall be 
paid jjo the paflports of neutral. 
powers, if thofe who have obtained 
*hcm have infringed them, or if the 



paffport expsefs a name of a fhip dif- 
ferent from that mentioned in the 
other ihip papers, unlefs proof of the 
change of the name and of the iden- 
tity of the veiTel fhould be amongft 
thofe . faid papers, received by the 
public officers of the place . from 
whence they failed, and recorded 
by the principal public officer of tho 
faid pore. 

Article 6. Neither (hall any regard 
be paid to paflports granted by neu- 
tral or allied powers either to owners, 
or mailers of veflels, fubjects to the 
States of his Majefty's enemies, if 
they had not been naturalized, or if 
they have not transferred their resi- 
dence into the States of the faid 
powers three months before the firft 
of September, of the prefent year. 
Nor ihall the faid owners or mailers 
of the faid reiTels, fubjects of the 
States in enmity, who may have ob- 
tained the faid letters' of naturaliza- 
tion, enjoy their efFeft, if, fince they 
have obtained them, they have re- 
turned to tlie States in enmity wi(h 
his Majeily, to continue their trade* 

Article 7. The veflels built by 
the enemy, or which fhall have had 
an enemy as an owner* Ihall not be 
reputed neutral, or allied, unlefs foine 
authentic paper is found on board, 
paired by public officers, which may 
afcertain the date, and juflify the 
fale or ceffion of it, made to forae 
one of the fubjetls of die allied pr 
neutral powers, before the com* 
mencement of hoftilifes, or if the faid 
act of transfer of property from the 
enemy to the neutral or allied fubje& 
has not been duly recorded by the 
principal officer of the port of de- 
parture, and figned by the proprietor 
or his attorney. 

Article 8. In regard to vefTelsof 
. the enemy's conftruftion, which fhall 
have been taken by his "Maj€fly*s 
fhips, thofe of his allies, or of his 
fubje&s> during the war, which ihall 
afterwards be fold to the fubjetts of 
allied or neutral Stitfes* they ihall 
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not be regarded as* good prizes, if 
there are found on board a£h in good 
form parted by the public officers 
propofed for that purpofe, juftifying 
their having been taken and After- 
wards fold and adjudged to the fub- 
jefts of allied or neutral States, either 
in France or in the ports of the 
allied States; for want of which juf- 
tifying papers, proving the prize and 
the fale, thofe veiTels ihall be good 
prize. 

Article 9. All foreign veflels, on 
board of which there ihall be a 
fupercargbj merchant, clerk, or offi- 
cer of a country in enmity with his 
Majefty, or of which the flap's com- 
pany (hall be compofed of more than 
one third of feamen, v fubje&s of the 
States at enmity with his Majefty> 
or who mall not have on board a 
portage biH, attefted by the public 
officers of the neutral ports from 
whence they failed, ihall be good 
prizes. 

Article 10- , His Majefty does not 
'mean to comprehend in the' difpo- 
^itions.of the preceding article, fuch 
"fhij>s whofe captains or mailers can 
jellify, by fads fornnjl on board, that 
they were obliged t# take officers or 

A failors in the Dorts where they put 
in, to replace tnOfe of neutral coun- 
tries, who died in the courfe of the 
voyage. . ; 

Article 11. His Majefty wills, 
that 'no papers which may be prO- 

'duced after the capture of the venels, 
may be worthy of ari^ faith, nor in 
any way nfefui, either to the owner* 
of faid veiTels, or to the gpods therein 

* flapped, as his "Majefty requires that, / 
on all occafions, credit be given only . 
to the papers found on boartl. 

Article 12. All mips belonging to 

" neutral powers, faflmgfrQm the ports 
of this Kingdom, having on board 
no other goods or merchandize, ex- 
cept thofe which * have been there 
flapped, and which ihall have paff- 
ports from the Admiral of France, 

« ftajl ^05 b$ ftoDDed by th$ £rench 



crmzers, nor brought back into the 
ports of this kingdom on any pretext 
whatever. 

Article 13. In cafe of trefpafs on 
die part of the French cruizers againft 
the difpoiitions of the prefent* regu* 
Jation, fe&ure fhall be made of their 
mips, and the goods which compote 
their cargoes, peiides thofe fubject. to 
confifcation ; and they ihall be con- 
demned in all damages and imereft 
which may appertain. 

Article i 4. His Majefty ordains, 
that the difpoiitions of the prefenc 
regulation ihall take place in regard 
%6 fhips which ihall rnn aihore on 
the coafts of his dependence. 

Article 15. Furthermore, his Ma- 
jefty wills, that the article concern- 
ing prizes, in the Ordinance of Ma- 
rine, of the month of Auguft, i68r, 
be executed according to its form 
and tenor in all that hath not been 
derogated from by the prefect regu- 
lation, which ihall be read, pub- 
liihed, and recorded in all the Courts 
of Admiralty, His Majefty orders 
and commands the Duke de Fen* 
thievre, Admiral of France, to give 
ull obedience to it. 

Done at Verfaillei, the 26th of 
July, 1778. 

Signed, Louts. 

And under, 
De Sartike. 



Philadelphia. 

Extras 0/ a htttr from Martiuicd, 

Feh* 7. 

" One of our frigates hat taken two 
of the Britiih, in' tw6 different en- 
counters, the S<wift 9 of 24 guns, and 
the Weafih of 16. We have pro- 
vifion here for Tome time. By the 
lajeft intelligence from France, we 
learn, that the three ports of Don- . 
kirk, St. Maloe'sj and Bayonne, have 
fitted out 130 privateers, from 20 to 
36 guns, that have already done won- 
ders. There were at the departure' 
of the letters that brought this intel- 
ligence, 7000 Britiih pnfonen in thofe 
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dure ports. Considerable prepanu 
dons are abw making in France* 
Every body is in the higheft fpirits, 
all the merchant* fet up a priva- 
teering.Trade baa entirely given place* 



Trenton f Fib, 17. 
Bxtra& of a letter from a correspondent 
at Woodbridge, dated February 10, 

'779- 

«* Laft Tuefday, about three o'clock 



to War. We are at this time well, in the morning, a party of the new 



provided to humble the pride of 
Great-Britain, and to wart* out the 
ftain which the laft peace left upon 
us." 

MxtraM of mutter letter from Mar* 
timet, yam* tg. 

49 Meflrs, Byron and Barrington 
are ftill at St r Lucia, and pay for 
their imprudence by burying twelve or 
£fteen Soldiers every day. , They are 
anxioufly employed in feeding for 
places the leatt unhealthy, for axing 
their hofpitals. If this mortality con- 
tinues, their army will not long be 
able to hold this tomb of Europeans. 
As to other matters, the two fleets 
obferve and mutually confine one 
another* We wait for the fquadron 
of M. de Count de Grafle, 

" The frigate Swift, cleared for 
London, and carrying difpatchea with. 
an account of the taking of St. 
Lucia, has been taken by the King's 



levies from Staten-Ifland, came over 
into Woodbridge, and marched up 
into the town undifcovered, to the 
houfe of Charles Jackfon, in which 
there happened to lay that night a 
fcout of continental troops from 
J)onem-town, confifting of twelvo 
men, The cpntineldid not difcover 
them till they had well nigh fur-* 
rounded the houfe, it being very 
dark, when he fired and ran off, 
making his c fcape j the reft being 
unfortunately afleep, were taken by 
furprize, without making any re* 
fiftance. Their principal object was 
Nathaniel Fjtz Randolph, who lived 
at this houfe* He had juft returned 
from ' gtaten - Ifland, having been 
over there with a fmall party , v chief 
of the night, and was but a few mi? 
nutes in the houfe before he was 
alarmed by the firing of the centinel, 
when they inftantlv rufhed into the 



frigate Boudeufe, commanded by the houfe, and fei&ed him and Mr, Jack 



Corapte de Gragne. The dii patches 

which were going in the Swift have 

/alien into our hands." 

Baltimore, February 9. 

ixtr&M of a letter, addrejed to Momf 
LeCbevalier J>'Akmou*s, Comful 
of France, fir the State of Mary- 
land* dated Nattz, November a|, 
1778. 
** Above two hundred frigates and 



fon, with the fcout as above, The 
party were gone before the inhabit 
tants had time to colled, without 
doing any other damage except plun- 
dering the houfe of a few trifling 
articles, taking the moe*buckles out 
of the women's fhoes, which was as 
lktle or more than could be expected, 
considering the ttfual practice of the 
Pritifli troops, as the men were re-? 



privateers have confiderably annoyed drained from plundering by their 
our trade for feme time; but oars officer, faW to be a Captain Ryer 



have of late taken many of them, 
and difperfed the greateft part of the 
reft. We are aflTured that peace is 
much talked of in I^ndon, and that 
the Court of Spain has declared, 



foq, of fiufkjrk'* regiment, who 
feemed actuated by principles of ho- 
nour and humanity; and upon this 
occafion, imitated the laudable ex-? 

ample of Captain Randolph, who has 



that fhe could not difpenfe wftlv not only diftingtiHhe4 himfelf by his 
taking part with France, if that of activity and bravery, but by his po? 
Great-Britain did not accede to the litenefs and generofcy towards fuch 
pvoppfaU of that ci Y«rMleSt M as he h»tb S4ken prifoners, never 
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vjlowmg Ms mtii to plunder*- 
a pracuce mail ignominious and 
bale, by which Britons have, in the 



be called on to pay in their refpefttvc 
quotas of fifteen millions of dollars 
in the year 1779* and of fix millions 



prefent conteft with America, greatly, of dollars annually, for eighteen 
difgraced themfelves, and dcfervc to years, from and after the year 1779* 



be for ever defpifed. 

Camp, Middle-Brod, Feb. <5, 1 779* 
The Commander in Chief ap~ 
proves the orders lifted by Major- 
general Lord Stirling during his 
command at this camp,; and thanks 
him for his endeavours to preferve 
prder and difcipline, .and the pro* 
perty of the farmers in the vicinity 
vf camp. He doubts not but the 
pfficers of every rank, from a juft 
fenfe of the importance of fee u ring to 
pther* (he blefftngs they them felt es 
are contending for, will ufe their 
Utmoft vigilance to maintain thofe 
privileges and prevent abufes, as 
pothing can redound more to their 



as a fund for finking the emiflion* 
and loans of thefe United States to 
the 31ft day of December, 1778, in- 
clusive. 

That if the continuance and cir- 
cumftances of the war lhall make 
any further emiffions neceflary the 
year enfuing, they fhall be funk in 
the manner and within the period 
aforefaid 

That any of the bills emitted by 
order of Congrefs, prior v to the year 
i/3o, and no others, be received in 
payment of the faid quotas* 

That the bills received on the faid 
quotas, except thofe for the year 1 779, 
be applied firft for payment of the. 



perfonal honour and the reputation of interest, and fecondly, of the prin- 



their «*fpe&ive corps, 

J&xtract from General orders, 

, jutant-general. 
In Cangrefs, January z, 1 779, 
Whereas thefe United States, un~ 

{rovided with revenues, and not 
eretoforc in a condition to raife 
them, have, in the courfe of the 
prefent war, repeatedly been under 
the neceifity of emitting bills of 
fredit, for the redemption of which 
the faith of thefe United States have 
been {blemnly pledged ; and the 
credit of which their honour and 
fafety, as well as juitice, is highly 
concerned to fupport and eftablifb. 
And whereas to that end it is eflen- 
tially neceflary to afcertain the pe 



cipai of loans made by thefe United 
States, prior to the year 1780, and 
that the refidue, together with thofe 
received on the quotas of the year 
\179* De not re-iflued, but burned 
and deftroy.ed as Coogrefs mail direcl. 
And whereas many counterfeits 
have appeared in circulation, of va- 
rious denominations, of the ecniflions 
of May ao, 1777, and April 11,1778, 
and counterfeits of theTe emiffions 
have lately been iflued by our ene- 
mies at New-Yerk, and are found to 
be fpreading and increafing fail in 
various parts of thefe United States, 
whereby individuals are defrauded, 
price^ enhanced, and the credit of 
the paper currency greatly injured a 
and i; is become neceflary for the 



jriod's of their redemption, and lea- fecurity of individuals, and fafety of 

ftmably jo ettablim funds, which, in the public, that .thofe two emitiions 

due time, without dim-effing the mould ceafe to be a circulating * me- 

people, Audi make adequate pro- dium, and fhould be' called in. and 

yifion for the fame. And whereas, exchanged, or otherwife provided for 

in apportioning the payments for the as foon as may be, with convenience 

faid fund, U is expedient that an to the prefent holders. Therefore 



extra fum be ca)led for the carrept 
year, both on account of the prefent 
cafe of paying it, and to reduce the 
furplus in circulation. Therefore 
tofplved, That thefe Waited States 



Refolved, That the following bills 
be taken out of circulation, namely, 
the whole emiffion of May ao, *777* 
and April 11,17781 

. That 
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That they be brought in for that 
tpnrpofe in the manner hereafter pro-. 
Tided, by the ift day of June next, 
and not afterwards redeemable. 

That they be received for debts 
ana! ^xes into ihfi Continental Trea- 
sury, and into the State Treafuries 
for Continental taxes, until th* ift 
day of June next. 

That they be received until the i ft 
day of June next, into the Conti- 
nental Loan 0$ces, either on loan; 
,cr to be exchanged at the election 
of the owners, for other bills of the 
Jike tenor, to be provided for that 
purpofe. 

That the Julia lodged in the faid 
offices to be & exchanged, be there 
/cgiftered, and indented certificates 
thereof given to the owners by the 
jefpeftive Commiffioaers of ihe faid 
offices. 

That the Commiflioners of the 
Loan ^Offices make returns' to the 
Treafary Board, immediately after the 
id day of Tune next, of ,the aniounf 
J pf the bills ' received into 'their rer 
lfc>e£tive offices to be exchanged as 
aforefaid; and, -that proper bill* to 
exchange the fame be furnifhed, ana 
ready to be delivered out at their faid 
offices, within fixty days from and 
after the faid, i ft day of June. 

That the firft mentioned bills, as 
they are J>fOtf*j&t into the Treafuries 
and Loan Offices, M be immediately 
croflfcd and ftriick tn rough with a 
circular punch of one incfc diametei-, 
fc be afterwards v examined " and 
turned, as Cbngrefs (nail dtfecl. 
Extract from the minutes. 

Charles Thompson, Sec, 

fn Congrefi* January a t 1779. 

"Refolved, That* the Commiflary 
General of Prisoners be furnifhed 
with money from time to tiine, by 
\he Treafury IJoird, for th* purpofe 
of fubfifting the Officers' and fofclierj 
of the United 1 States while in- cap- 
tfvity, and in the actual pbfleifcon or* 
the enemy, 'and t6 accommodate 
them with fufficient fumion account, 
to defray their travelling expences to 
thjir homes or regiments. * li '' ' " 



That tht actsoun* of afl prifoner* 
who fhall hereafter be releafed from 
Captivity for the pay and fubfiftence 
due to them, while in the actual 
pofftflion of the enemy, be received 
and adjusted by the faid CommifTary 
General; Who, after charging them 
with the monies he fhall have fup- 
plied them, fhall certify the fums 
due thereon^to thePty-mafler-general, 
the Deputy Pay-mafter-general of any 
military department; 01 Jf ay-mafter of 
the Bdard of "War and Ordnance, as 
fhall be tn6ft convenient f&r the pri- 
foners refptcliyely, which fums fhall 
be paid'by the faid Pay-mafters/upbn 
Warrants to be giveri for the 'fttae, 
as ufual* for other payments by them 
made. ; r 

That the accounts of all prifoner* 
heretofore releafed from captivity 
for their pay and fubfiftence, while 
Jn thp actual poffeffion of the enemy, 
and of all prifoners'' whatfbever, for 
all matters previous and fubfequear. 
ljhereto, be, and' they arc hereby di- 
rected to- be,' fettled by the Cora-* 
mfffioperf £f Accounts at Camp, or 
thofe where Congrefs fhall fit, ac- 
cording to the convenience of thi 
prifbriers refpeftively, eacli Board 
communicating their fettlements to 
tjje other, to prevent mal-praclices 
or miftakes. * ■- 

'- That all officers/white thef con- 
tinije prifoners on parole/ fhall receive 
their pay and fubfiftence of the Pay- 
mafler-gerie.ral, or Deputy Pay-mafter 
general, of the department in or 
neareft to which they refide, by war- 
rant from the Commander in Chief; 
or General Officer^ commaridmg in 
the department, or .of the Pay-mafter 
to the Board of War and* Ordnance, 
by' warrant from the l}0ard: thefc 
fubofdinajte Pay-mafters ' to tranfnfit 
accounts monthly to the Pay*mai$er 
general of all fuch payments; 
1 That for defraying the expences of 
officers and foldiets releafed from 
captivity on their way home, or tp 
join their regiments, the faid* Com- 
miliary General Qf Prifoners, and 
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Commiflioners gf Accounts re- 
fpe&ivejy, in feftlinjf* the accounts 
aforefaid, make an allowance of one 
day's pay and rations for every 
twenty miles fuch officers and fol- 
diers had or have to travel to their 



Epctrat? from the kegiflers •/ $&$ 

Council of State* 

The King having declared, by the 

declaration of his Council of the 

14th of January laft, concerning the- 

navigation and commerce of the fub-t 



homes, in cafe of the expiration of jecls of tjie Republic of the United 



their time of fetvice or releafe 
parole, or, if otherwife, to join their 
regiments. 

That the Pay-mafter-general and 
other perfons having already paid of 
advanced monies to prifoners, fend 
accounts thereof immediately , to the 
aforefaid Commiffioners of Accounts. 

That the Commiflary General of 
Prifoners be allowed a Clerk, to en- 
able him to perform the extra duty 



Provinces of the Low Countries* 
that his Majefty will eccafionally lap 
new duties on the commodities, and 
producls of the manufactures of the 
faid fubjedts, his Majefty has deter- 
mined, as the eafieft method of 
forming a new duty, to levy fifteen 
per cent* on the value of the fai4 
commodities and products, befides 
the duties ufually paid; and being 
defirous of having thefe his intentions 



above afligned him, to alii ft him in* made known, the King, being prefent 
the ufual bufinefs of his department, in Council, has ordered, and orders 



and perform the duties and receive 
the pay and rations of a Deputy Com- 
miflary of Prifoners. 

Extract from. the minutes. 

Charles Thompson, Sec. 
In Cpngrefs, M/irch 25, 1779- 
Whereas the Bahama Iflands are 
now garrifoned by and under the 



3s follows : 

Art, 1. From the ift of May, 17 79, 
the commodities and articles of the 
growth, fifhery, manufactures, an4 
commerce, of the fubjefts of the 
Republic of the United Provinces of 
the Low Countries, fhall pay,- on 
their entrance imo any port of 



military government of the King of France, over and above the duties 



Great-Britain, , and the inhabitants 
of the faid Iflands have fitted out 
many privateers, and other armed 
vefTels, and have captured ^divers 
vefTels, the property of the citizens 
of thefe States, on the coaft of South- 
Carolina, 

Refolved, That the refolution of 
Congrefs, the 24th of July, 1776, fo 
far as it relates to the faid Bahama 



actually exiting, fifteen per cent* of 
their value. 

* 2- The faid duties actually exift- 
ing, and the fifteen per cent* of the 
value of their commodities and mer- 
chandizes abovementioned, fhall be 
paid, even in the time of fairs, and 
on their entering into the ports of 
places reputed foreign. 

3. His Majefty, however, excepts 



Iflands, be repealed, and from and . drugs ufed in dying, madder, hemp, 
after the date of this refolution, be wool, tallow, kali, rofin, pitch and 



held void 

Charles Thompson, Sec. 



for /^Remembrancer. 
3*r an/lot ion of an order of the French 
King y s Council of State, relative to 
U new duty on the commodities and 
products, which the fuhjecls of the 
Republic of the United Provinces 
' Jhall carry Into any of the ports of , commerce, provided! they prove, by 
V/r*«cr« pated April 27, 1779. a certificate* £«* ,tke Ccmnaiffary of 



tar, malls, timber, and cordage, 
which fhall continue to be treated as 
formerly* 

4. The inhabitant? of the cities of 
Amfterdam and Harlem (hall be al- 
lowed the fame exemptions, and fa- 
vours they have hitherto enjoyed, 
with refpeft to the articles of their 
growth, fifhery, manufacture, and 
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the Marine at Amfterdara, that the 
faid articles were really of their 
growth, Emery, manufactures, and 
commerce. 

His Majefty commands and enjoins 
the In tend ants and CommiiTaries of 
lis provinces, properly to attend to 
the execution of this order. Given 
in the King's Council of State, (his 
Majtfty being prefent) held at Marli, 
the 17th day of April, 1779* 

\ *. Signed De Sartjkk. 
Louis, by the grace of God, King 
of France and Navarre, &c &c. to 
our beloved and faithful Counfellors 
of eur Council, to the Intendants 
and CommiiTaries in the provinces 
and diftrifts of our kingdom, greeting; 
We command and enjoin you by 
thefe prefents, figned by us; pro- 
perly to attend to the execution of 
the order hereunto affixed, under the 
counter-feal of our Chancellor, this 
day made in our Council of State, 
we being prefent, for the caufes 
therein contained : we command our 
U flier or Serjeant, upon this requcft, 
immediately to declare this order to 
all whom it (hall concern, in order 
that no perfon may plead ignorance 
thereof; and to take, for the more 
effectually executing the fame, every 
jeceflary aft and meafure, without 
any ether permiffion, notwithstanding 
the clamour of hue and cry, the 
Normandy charter, and letters to the 
contrary. The copy of thefe orders 
and prefents, collated by one of our 
beloved and faithful Counfellors, 
fhall receive the fame credit as the 
originals, for /tub h our fU/tfure. 
Given at Marli rhe 27th day of April, 

1779, * n ^ c ^^ y car °f our reign- 
Signed Lot] is. 

For the Remembrancer. 

Cefj of a letter from Lord Da*tt- 

mond to General Washington, 

* Sir, Nenu-forA, Nov. 14, 1778. 

As I defign to embark loon for 

England, I muft once more apply to 

you on a fubjedt whicbt has given flic 



much concern^ t allude to you? 
letter of the 17th of Auguft, 1776* 
in which a charge was brought agairift . 
me for a breach of parole. You 
cannot but remember my letter to> 
you, two days after, in which I de- 
fired a perfonal interview tvith you 
at New-York, at that time the head- 
quarters of the army under your 
command. By this proceeding I 
meant at the fame time to {hew ^ou, 
and the whole world, that I was not 
afraid to throw myfelf into your 
power, and that I wifhed for nothing 
fo much as an opportunity of learning 
upon what grounds I could have beea 
accufed, and of convincing you, that 
you had been deceived by fome grofa 
mifreprefentatioo, or by a moil in- 
jurious and wicked calumny. 

This producing no anfwer, things- 
remained in the fame fituatioti, till a 
publication of the Congrefs in Octo- 
ber following, wherein 1 found your 
letter, containing the charge again ft 
me, was given to the public, but 
without being accompanied by mine 
in reply to it.' Willing to impute 
this circumftanct either to mifcarriage 
of letters, or to the multiplicity of 
bufmefs, I again,. by a letter in De- 
cember following, called upon you 
to fpecify this charge, in order that 
my defence might be as public as the 
attack. This, however, did ' not 
effect the defired purpofe; neither 
did I find that the interpofition of 
General Lee, by a letter of June, 
1777> produced any fatisfaction with 
regard to the nature of this charge. 

Under thefe circumftances, I can- 
not, in juftice to myfelf, avoid calling 
upon you once more, to explain an 
accufation made in fuch general 
terms as admits only an abfolu|e and 
as general a denial. 

1 have the honour to be, Sir, 
your mod obedient 
humble fervant, • 

D*UMMO»». 
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£ 



Con<"r f s, refolveto give thanks to General 

Wafhington and his gallant officers ^ 4 
„ ■ — :cceive a meifago fr»m M. Gerard 5 
b- account of the ceremony ufed at the 

fiift audience of M. Gerard with them ibid. 
. fpeech of that gentleman on the oc- »„.„ .„„.._.« 

ca fi r , n 7 «* retnrn thanks to Henry Laurens, fcfq. 

U1 infvrr of their Prcfident tf.ereto 8 and his »nfwer thereto — jhid. 

. ordci Governor Johnttone's letter to 



Congrefs, Iettm between the PrefideBt of, Ae 
Marmots de 1* Fayette, and General Wash- 
ington ' — — — 299 
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Francis Dana, Ef^; to be read i&d, 
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., 1 Gov. Johnftone's reply thereto 15 

. declaration of the other three Com- 
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